Quiet Desperation
An Original Script

By Gregg A. Napoli
Fade In:
The opening credits roll over a series of shots of dads walking, holding hands with their daughters, teaching their daughters to ride a bike, normal nice moments of dads and there young daughters enjoying themselves together. Dads playing catch with their sons, the sun is shining and kids are laughing. 











Cut To:

INT. THE MILLER HOUSE EVENING.
Its fall night at Penny millers house, Penny is asleep.

Kevin walks by her room opens the door and goes in to give

her a kiss on the cheek then shuts the door Kevin precedes
To make a phone call in the bedroom with the door half shut

Penny’s mom is quietly listening outside the room.             

KEVIN

      

(On the phone, Whispering)

Hi sweetie, I will meet you at 8 am at the plant.
I love you.
             


Caller on phone
Ok, I will see you then.  I love you too, are you sure you can do this?
                        KEVIN

      


(whisper)


Yes, I am sure baby. Gotta go see you in the morning.             

INT. NEXT MORNING DAWN                                                                                         

Its morning and the Millers are in the kitchen penny’s mom is quietly sipping tea at the table, with her robe on. She is a submissive wife and doesn’t let Kevin know she knows something is up. It’s a beautiful sunny day; the air is warm and breezy, just like any other day at the miller 








(cont)

house in the morning. Penny comes running in from her room holding her red dress and runs into Kevin with excitement             

                        
 PENNY

      

(happy and excited)

Hi Daddy, don’t forget you promised

to take me to get my shoes for my

dress tonight after work, don’t forget daddy.  Can you take me for ice-cream too?
       



 KEVIN

      



(somber)

I didn’t forget snowflake. The red

ones to match your dress like the

Wizard of oz! 

               

 PENNY

      



(Happy)

ice-cream too daddy please, I will

draw you a picture today at my

school. Ok? Please Daddy?
                    
KEVIN

     


 (somber)

We will see ok. I gotta go to work

angel. Give daddy a big kiss and hug please. 
Kevin holds his daughter long and hard and you can see a tear welling in his eyes.         

                   

 PENNY

      


(excited)

daddy, I will draw you a nice

picture and will be ready for you

as soon as you get home. Just of me and you.
Kevin gets in his car and sits for what seems like forever just staring at the house, as he sits his daughter Penny, looks out and waves and blows him a kiss, he catches it and puts it in his pocket.  Kevin finally, backs out.

                                    

Cut to:                                                      EXT.PARKING LOT AT KEVINS WORK             

 Kevin meets his lover and they embrace, they pack up her

things and she shows him airline tickets.





Lover

Kevin, are you sure you want to do this, you’re leaving your family for me.  That’s a big commitment. I couldn’t do it. It now or never Kevin.



Kevin

(Pause) I am sure baby. I love you and they have my wife’s family too look after them they will be fine.  Let’s do this. I am as ready as I will every be.
They pull out of the plant and drive off into the distance the car slowly fades away.
Penny drawing a picture in her school, she is smiling and drawing the picture she is going to show her dad when get gets home.             

                                                                                          Int. 7PM AT NIGHT 1 HOUR AFTER KEVIN IS SUPPOSED TO BE HOME             

                                                                                           Penny is sitting by the window, with her dress on and a

picture she drew that has her and her dad holding hands and

eating ice-cream with the sun behind them both. caption

Reads. Too my daddy love penny best daddy in the world             

      



PENNY

      



(sad,)

mommy is daddy ok, where is he?
did he call? Is he hurt?
                    
DORIS

      


(tearing up)

No pumpkin he must be working

late, come have some dinner I made

sloppy joes, you love sloppy joes
             


PENNY

      



(sad)

No daddy is taking me for ice-cream
after he buys me my ruby shoes

can we go to work and get him?




Please mommy please 

                 
DORIS

      

(weeping softly)

no darling, come here and have

Some supper, ok? 

    








Cut to:         

                                                                                               INT.9PM EVENING AT THE MILLERS
                                                                                           Penny is asleep on the couch, holding the picture. Doris

picks her up and carries her to bed. Penny asleep and not realizing that this will be the last time she sees her father.
INT. NIGHTIME PHONE RINGS




Doris



Hello





Kevin



Doris, its me





Doris



What do you want? What the hell is going on?




Kevin

Listen to me, I am not happy and I haven’t been happy for a long time, if you didn’t see it then you’re blind.  I don’t want to spend the rest of my life in that environment. I have found someone that makes me happy.  I left to be with her.  I will try to send you money whenever I can.  You only live once Doris and I need to live.


Doris

What about your daughter, she is devastated. She sat by the window waiting for you to come home until she fell asleep. What the hell am I going to tell her? You selfish son of a bitch.  I hope you and her rot in hell.

Doris hangs up and slams the phone down.
Blackout:

EXT. 10 YEARS LATER SPRING DAY OUTSIDE 1982             

Mikes dad is pulling out of the garage at their house. Mike is standing by his bicycle.            

                     MIKE

Hi Dad, I have baseball tryouts

Tomorrow after school I just wanted you to know. Ok Pop?
                     BILL

      

(Grunts) 
 Mike is a quiet nice boy whose parents are bad parents.  His dad is cruel and mean and his mom is afraid of him.  Mike wants to be just like everyone else and he loves baseball.





Mike



Just letting you know pop

Mikes dad pulls out of the driveway and doesn’t acknowledge Mike.

INT. LATE EVENING
Mike is laying in his bed holding his glove and thinking about tomorrow’s big day, he gently tosses a ball up in the air as he lies on his back dreaming of the big games...
Fades out.

                                                                                       INT. NEXT MORNING 
Mike is up at 4 am to-do his paper route, from there he rides his bike to the animal hospital where he works before school to clean out the cages, and feed the animals. then he rides off to school for the day. Mike is very excited about the opportunity to try out for the baseball team and has all his equipment ready.
As Mike is about to leave he sees a note on the counter that reads. Cut the grass before I get home.
Its too early to wake his parents because first they are lazy and second his dad would beat his ass. Mike is off to get his papers together, and then starts his 45 min delivery. Once complete, he sits for a few min then goes to the animal hospital.             

EXT.EARLY MORNING MIKE OPENS THE ANIMAL HOSPITAL WITH HIS KEY.             

Dogs are barking, waging their tales, like there owner is

home. Mike spends a few min. petting, hugging and talking to all of them by name. He cant even clean out the cages

without the dogs, licking him and giving him unconditional

love. He gets to work             

                     
 MIKE

     
 
(Laughing, barking)

Hey Maxie boy, you hungry, Oh I

Missed you too, hey I have to get

This cage cleaned up ok, be a

Good boy, ya I love you too maxie
                      
MIKE

      


(laughing and happy)

Alright everybody listen up, be

good and you all get special

treats ok, wish me luck I am          

trying out for the ball team today

so nobody bite my throwing hand

Got it.  That means you Casper 
Mike finishes up his job and locks the door, the suns coming up and he is on his way to school on his bike. As Mike rides up to school he sees kids laughing at him and making comments etc.             

                     




Cut to:                                                                     

EXT.3PM BASEBALL FIELDS THE TRYOUT             

                                                                                           There are about 30 boys trying out for the ball team. Mike

is quiet and off by himself, he is poor and doesn’t have the
nicest gear, some of the kids are laughing at him, the coach is talking to the other coaches, then gets the boys all together to bark out the agenda             

 COACH LOU

     

 
(loud)

Alright Gentleman, for those of you who don’t know me, My name is coach Lou and I want to

introduce my assts. This is coach

Radin, and Coach Jurgens. We will

Be watching each and everyone of

you, we will be evaluating you for

the next 2 hours. We will be

having tryouts for the next 3

days. After today we will post a

list of those of you we will want

back for tomorrow. Please fill in

your name on the sheet when I say

go and we will break out in groups

Got it. 






Boys



YES COACH LOU.    

                                                                                           The kids fill out their names, and after another speech by

the coach, they break out in groups or areas for evaluation.

Mike being quiet is alone, and a bit lost and the other

popular kids are laughing at his attire. Mike though is an

awesome ballplayer and has the coaches talking and their

attention. He has the kids in awe as well. Practice is

Long, and Mike is tired when it’s done.             

EXT. PRACTICE CONCLUDING AND ALL GATHER AROUND THE COACHES             

                
COACH LOU

     


 (loud)

Gentleman and I use the term loosely, some of you did ok, the others good luck in track. For

Those of you, who are on the list, see you tomorrow at 3pm sharp and be ready to practice. GOT IT. You will come to play ball, anyone late just keep on going.  This is a rich tradition of winning and when you wear the Patriots uniform it is an honor.  We want the best ballplayers and we only will take the best.  We will see who wants it bad enough. 

Mike gets on his bike and excitedly rides home to tell his parents about practice today.             

INT. MIKES HOUSE.

Mike walks into the house.
Mikes dad is waiting for him in the kitchen, and looks

enraged with anger. Mikes mom and sister aren’t home.            

                   
 MIKE

      


(happy)

Hey dad guess what?  

              

 BILL

      


(angry)

where the hell where you? 

                   
 MIKE

      


(Shocked)

Dad, uh I told you yesterday about

Baseball tryouts when you were leaving remember. I shouted it twice pop. 





BILL

      


(furious)

Did you read my note you goddam

Moron? DID YOU?
          

MIKE

      


(scared)

yes sir, but I didn’t want to wake

You, it was early sir. 

            

BILL

      


(furious)

You dumb skinny shit for brains, its now dark

the grass isn’t cut. You cant

follow simple fucking instructions

Can you! When its your jobs you do

it because you get paid. RIGHT, when it’s me you say fuck him don’t you. 

  MIKE

      


(scared)

Dad, I always do what you say, I
just wanted to try out for the

ball team that’s all 

                     BILL

      


(enraged)

I want your money as a penalty,

and you need to be punished for

this one. get your money stash

then get your fucking ass in the

Car.  NOW! 

                   
 MIKE

      


(crying)

But dad, I am saving for a new ball glove and spikes and I need a new bike for my route. Where are we going dad?             

                     BILL

Get your god dam money, and get your ass in the car.
Mike sheepishly gets his money from his hidden spot, goes

out to the car where his dad is beeping the horn. Mike is

terrified and doesn’t know what he has done.             

             


MIKE

      



(scared)

dad, what did I do, where are you

Taking me? Dad where are we going, I am scared. Come on dad I am sorry.
                 

 BILL

      



(mad)

Give me the money and shut up, you little pussy. 

They are in the car and Bill is yelling at mike, five

minutes later they pull up to the barber shop             

                         MIKE

      



(scared)

Dad why are we at the barber? 

                          BILL

You’re getting a hair cut. MY WAY! 

INT. OLDTIME BARBER SHOP IN THE EVENING             

Mike and bill walk into the barber shop which is almost

empty. The barber is watching TV.             

                

BARBER

      



(jovial)

Hey gentleman, how are you this evening, who is getting there hair cut today 

                       
BILL

     
my son, shave it… 

                   

BARBER

Oh, your boy, He has such beautiful hair. Long

is in style for the kids these days again, I can trim it real nice for you? 

                                                                          




 MIKE

      



(scared)

Dad please no, please, I am sorry.

just a trim please, please pop. Please. 

                         BARBER

The customer is always right, should I trim it dad? 

                        
BILL

      



(forceful)

Shave it I said
As the barber shaves mikes head, mike sits motionless with tears running down his cheeks. Mike doesn’t say a word and the barber feels for him. After they are done, they walk out of the barber shop and Mike is pale and exhausted. They walk to the car.             

                   

BILL

Mike what the fuck do you think you’re doing? 

                      
MIKE

Getting in the car dad? 

                      
BILL

Uh you’re walking home. You best get used

to people seeing your new look. SON!  

                                                                                           Bill makes mike shut the door, and he stands silently while

his dad pulls away. It is getting dark and Mike who has been up since 4 am is tired, and cold. He is too shocked and tired to cry, so he just starts to walk home. He walks

deliberately with his head down, on the side of the street

where there is no sidewalks. He has a 3 mile walk ahead of

Him. 
Ext.About half way home someone throws a bottle out the

window and it strike Mike in the back of the head, it knocks him to the ground and unconscious for a moment or two. He is lying on the side of the road, Mike is groggy and out of sorts, he sits for a while then tries to get up and falls. A stranger pulls up in his car to check on him. The stranger is Mr. Decker a wealthy neighbor and his mentally retarded adult son Bobby.             

                   

PHILLIP

      



(scared)

Son are you ok, are you ok? Your bleeding son what happened to you?
                     
MIKE

      


(weak and in pain)

Oh my head really hurts, am I bleeding, I think someone threw a bottle or something and it hit me in the head. 

 




PHILLIP

Son you also have a pretty big bump forming, if you had hair it might cover it, can you stand up, Hey bobby, can you come out of the car and help me pick this young man up and bring him to the car? 

                          PHILLIP

Why is a young man out walking

this late on a school night? where

are you heading? 

Mike tries to stand, then starts to sob in his hands.             

                        
PHILLIP

Son its ok, where do you live, can

I take you home?  You will be ok?
                       
MIKE

No sir, I better walk I might get

into even more trouble than I am already in. 

                        PHILLIP

Nonsense, I will take you home,

my son bobby and I will take you home and explain to your parents what happened.  What is your name son, and where do you live?
                       
 MIKE

My name is Mike, I live on

Pinehurst. 

                         PHILLIP

OH, you’re that nice young man who

delivers our papers, I didn’t
recognize you with without your hair or ball cap on.
                         MIKE

Your Mr. Decker you live on 2909 Pebble Beach, you have a beautiful home sir.
                         PHILLIP

Well let me help you to the car,

Bobby watch Mikes head please.  I have a towel in the back seat we can put it on your head to stop some of the bleeding. Ok Mike?
                     
 MIKE

I’m ok, I better walk home Mr. Decker my dad wanted me to walk home from the barber shop and if he sees me getting a ride, he will really bad mad.



Mr. Decker

Nonsense we are taking you home Mike.  Your parents need to know what happened.

                                                                                           Mr. Decker pulls onto the street where Mike lives. Its an

old street with old houses, and on the bad side of town, yet its close to Mr. Decker who is wealthy. he owns a candy company and lives in a very beautiful gated community. Mikes asks him to stop so he can walk the rest of the way.             

                    
 MIKE

   

Mr. Decker I live just a little

ways down the road, I can get out

and walk from here, please you don’t know my dad he will really be upset. Please sir…
Mr. Decker.
Are you sure I can take you the rest of the way.

Mike

No this is fine, I can walk from here. Thank you
Phillip Aka Mr. Decker
What did you do wrong son? 

Mike

I didn’t cut the grass today, I had baseball tryouts.
Phillip

Oh, what kind of trouble did you get in for that?
Mike

My hair cut I guess is one of my punishments and I am sure to have a few more.  My dad has a bad temper; my mom said he can’t control it. 

Phillip

Ok Mike, good luck with baseball and if there is anything we can do let me know.  My son bobby loves baseball too you know.
Bobby

I love baseball Mike, maybe we can play catch sometime Mike?  Come over soon let’s play ball Mike.
Mike

Sure bobby, I would like that.
Mike

Well thank you for the ride Mr. Decker see you Bobby
Phillip

Have a good night son



Bobby

Bye Mike see you soon.
Mike gets out of the car, and walks the rest of the way home.  Mike opens the door to the house, and his dad and mom are watching TV. His sister is in the kitchen and when the door opens all eyes are on mike.

Mikes Mom

Hey Mikey, you look awful, where you been?
Mike

I’m ok; I walked home from getting a haircut
Mikes mom

What happened to you, what happened to your hair? Why are you bleeding Mikey?
Mike

Someone threw something out of the car and it hit me. 

Mikes mom

Oh my god!  What happened to your hair?

Mikes dad walks in

Bill

Mike didn’t cut the lawn, and has been slacking around the house, he got a hair cut so he can look in the mirror and not forget again

Mikes Mom

Bill are you crazy, why would you do such a thing.  You’re a cruel cruel man Bill.
Bill

He deserved it, don’t tell me what to do he is my kid and I will do as I see fit to make this punk a man.  Stay out of it you fucking got that.
Mike

I am tired and would like to go to bed.  



Mikes mom

Are you hungry son, I can make you some food; we need to clean up your head, come in the bathroom son.

Mike walks out of the room and first goes into the bathroom.  He turns the light on and shuts the door, there he sees his new look, all alone to ponder,  His eyes well up and just stairs and worries about how he will be tortured tomorrow and beyond in school. His mom comes in and consoles him and cleans him up and tries to explain why his father acts the way he does.  He gets cleaned up and goes in his room.
Mikes sister

Mike you look ridiculous, and I wouldn’t want to be you tomorrow. Why did daddy do that too you?
Mike

I don’t know, he hates me sis, I don’t want to go to school tomorrow.  I am such a loser.
Mikes sister

You’re not a loser Mikey, it will be ok.  I love you big brother.
Mike is about to turn the light out, when his dad comes in.

Bill

Mike tomorrow after school, there will be chores on the table for you to do, I want them complete before 4pm tomorrow, and You best not mess up again.
Mike

Dad, I might have baseball tryouts, can I please do it after practice pop.  Please sir, I promise if I have to do it all night.
Bill

NO, sports are a waste of time anyway. Look at you your scrawny and weak you have way too much work to be worrying about baseball.  

Mike

Please pop, I love baseball
Bill

NO, lights out end of discussion.
Bill leaves and shuts the door, and then mikes mom comes in she sits next to him on the bed and caresses his face.
Mikes mom

Mikey I am sorry you had to go through this today.  You’re a good boy.  Your father has a bad 
temper but deep down he cares about you kids. You can’t let him get to you, its just words.
Mike

I hate him, I don’t do anything wrong and all I want do to is play baseball. So he shaves my head. I never cause any harm, all I want to do is be a ballplayer Mom.  
Mikes mom

I am sorry son, get some sleep ok. It will work out I am sure of it.
Mikes mom leaves the room and turns the light off.

INT. NEXT MORNING SCHOOL
Mike walks through the halls, and is laughed at and ridiculed by his peers.  He is a kid who is numb on the outside to the jabs, and taunts but deeply hurt on the inside.  At lunch mike walks to the gym where the sign is up for who made the cut for practice today.  He doesn’t want to look because he has chores to do at home and regardless wont be able to make it, but still manages to walk up to the door where the white paper is hanging.  Nobody is around so Mike gains the confidence to look.   There he is on the sheet, he made it to the second round, but immediately is deflated when he realizes it wont happen. Mike collects himself and rides home from school.   On his way home he rides by the Deckers house and sees bobby outside.
Bobby

Hey, hey Mike how you my new friend.

Mike

Hi Bobby

Bobby

Mike how bout some catch?
Mike
I gotta get home Bobby, another day I promise
Bobby

Ok mike, come back later ok?
Mike

Ok bobby

Mike drives his bike home and sees the note on his chores for the day.   He puts the paper in his pocket and deliberately goes about his work, cutting the grass, and doing other stuff around the house.   As he completes his tasks his mom comes home.

Mikes Mom

Hey Mikey you did a good job with your chores, your dad will be very pleased, how was school today son?
Mike

School was fine mom; I made the second round for baseball tryouts but couldn’t go because I had to get home.

Mikes Mom

Sorry Mikey, can you go tomorrow?
Mike

No they will have the final team by then

Mikes Mom

What if you told the coach you had an emergency or something, son you have nothing to lose.  Give it a try. Do you want it bad enough?
Mike

Of course.


Mikes mom

Then ask your coach for me tomorrow ok?


Mike

(begrudgingly)


ok
Int. evening. Mike has dinner with the family and his mom reminds them they have a birthday party to go to as a family on Saturday.   Mikes Dad, eats and doesn’t talk.  

Mikes Mom

Bill, Mikey made it to the second round at baseball tryouts.  He didn’t go today because of his chores.
Bill

Work comes first, he wouldn’t have made it anywhere, and he has too much to do around here.

Mikes Mom

Mike is going to ask the coach if he can tryout tomorrow.

Bill

So he can fail Sandy. I don’t want to talk about this now.  
Mikes mom

Have you ever played catch with Mikey? He is a great ballplayer
Bill

Enough
Mikes Mom

Mikey don’t forget what we talked about.
Kristi Mikes little sister

Mike is a great ball player Daddy you should see him throw.
INT. NEXT MORNING SCHOOL
Mike walks up to the baseball coach’s office and tries to get his attention.   

Mike

Coach Bellisio can I ask you something sir.

Coach

What can I do for ya?
Mike

My Name Is Mike Knapp and I tried out for the team and made it to the second round, but couldn’t make it to practice.

Coach

Sorry Kid we have our team set and am about to post the last sheet with the final roster, I told you guy’s tryouts are mandatory.  You snooze you lose.  Maybe next year kid.
The coach starts to walk away.
Mike

Oh, Ok sir, will see you next year coach.
The coach walks then stops.

Coach

Hey Knapp you’re a lefty right?  

Mike

Yes

Coach

You pitch too don’t you

Mike

Yes

Coach

Why did you say you missed tryouts yesterday?
Mike

My dad had something for me that I had to do, and I couldn’t let him down sir.


Coach

Must have been pretty important for you to miss this huh son.


Mike

Yes it was coach, see you next year and good luck this season sir.



Coach

Hold up a second, wait here. Just sit tight for a second.
The coach leaves and goes into his office and talks to his asst. coaches for what seems like an eternity. He comes out of his office with Coach Jurgens
Coach Jurgens
Hey Knapp, I remember you from the first tryout, why didn’t you make it to the next tryout; you don’t seem like the type of kid who would miss it. I hear you have about 5 jobs kid.
Mike

My father told me I had to be home to do chores that I missed from the tryout the day before. I didn’t want to disappoint him again sir.  I have just a few jobs.
Coach Jurgens
I see kid, what jobs do you have and what if your jobs or chores interfered with practice or games kid.
Mike

I have a paper route, I also work at an animal hospital in the morning and get the animals ready and fed in the early morning. My route and animal hospital job are done early in the morning sir, even before school starts.
Coach B
What time do you get up kid?
Mike
About 4 am coach, so I have enough time before school starts.




Coach Jurgens

Kid you’re a pretty hardworking boy aren’t you. Why all the jobs?



Mikey

I was saving for a new glove and shoes and I have to buy my own clothes and stuff.  I also want to buy a new bicycle for my paper route.  My family needs help too so I try to help them out.

Coaches

Hey Knapp, do you have your glove?
Mike

Yes sir, why?



Coach B

Your going to need it come with us kid.

They walk out to the ball field and ask Mike to get his glove and meet them on the mound.   Mike runs to his locker to get his glove and runs full speed out to the field.
Coach B

Mike loosen up a bit, with coach Jurgens
Mike

Oh, ok, what am I doing coach?
Coach B

Want to see you throw again

Mike

Really, really ok coach.  Ok.
Coach B

Don’t get too excited, my roster is pretty much made up

Mike

Ok coach sorry.
Coach B

My roster is written in pencil and I do have an erasure son

Mike





(gasp, BIG SMILE)

YES SIR.
Coach Jurgens and mike loosen up, and then they ask him to go to the mound

Coach Jurgens

Knapp, lets see what you got.  

Mike

Ok

Mike proceeds to pitch to coach Jurgens, and is absolutely sensational.  He is accurate and throws extremely hard.  Mike pitches for about 10 min.

Coach B

Ok Knapp, we have seen enough.
Mike

Ok Coach

Coach B and Coach Jurgens walk off to the side and discuss something which seems like they talk for ever again.  They both stop and walk over to Mike.

Coach B

Son you look good,(long pause) congratulations you made the club.   See you tomorrow after school, practice starts at 2:55 sharp.   
Mike

HOLY COW.   Thanks coach, OH MAN OH MAN.

Mike runs off the field and gets on his bike and rides home from school, he drives by the Decker house and again sees bobby outside.

Bobby

Hey, hey where you going

Mike

Hey bobby, I made the team.
Bobby 

Awesome Mike lets play catch.
Mike

Sure bobby, I would love too.
Mike and bobby play catch for a while, and then Mr. Decker comes home with his older son Tim.   Tim is a mean spoiled older kid, who is mean to Bobby as well. He is a bully.
Mr. Decker

Hey son, how are you doing, how is your head?
Mike

Much better sir thank you.

Bobby

Mike is teaching me how to throw a curveball dad.
Mr. Decker

That’s great Bobby

Mike

I just made the team Mr. Decker
Meanwhile Bobbie’s older brother Tim Decker walks up.




Tim Decker
Dude, your head looks ridiculous, you joining the army?
Mr. Decker

Tim, stop it.

Bobby

Tim stop it you dumbo
Tim

Shut up retard

Mr. Decker

Tim go inside

Mr. Decker

Mike you really made the team?
Mike

Yes I did, just today Mr. Decker.
Mr. Decker

That’s great, when do you start playing?
Mike

We start practice tomorrow.
Mr. Decker

Bobby, did Dave come by today to do our yard work?
Bobby

No

Mr. Decker

Did he call?
Bobby

No

Mike

Mr. Decker do you need someone to mow your lawn, I am saving to get a new ball glove and some new spikes and a new bike and I could do it after I collect for my route on Saturdays or Sundays.

Mr. Decker

Hmm, ok mike you got the job.  Come by Saturday and I will give you the skinny on what to do.  I will pay you 10 a week.

Mike

Great Mr. Decker
Mr. Decker

Can you handle all that and baseball

Mike

Sure, I also work at an animal hospital before school everyday.  I can handle it.  

Mr. Decker

You’re a good boy Mike, your parents must be proud of you

Mike

(Silence)
Bobby

Come on Mike, lets play

Mike

Ok bobby, sorry

Mr. Decker

See you mike Saturday,  Bobby be careful by my car.
Bobby

Ok dad.
Mike

Bobby, I better get going, we will play soon ok?
Bobby

Ok Mike

Mike

See ya bobby

Mike gets on his bike and races home,  his mom should be home by now to give her the good news.  Mike pulls his bike into the garage and runs into the house.

Mike

Mom

Mikes Mom

Ya mikey

Mike

I made the team… I MADE THE TEAM
Mikes Mom

That’s wonderful son, I am so proud of you.  Your dad will be so proud. I knew you could do it Mikey
Mike

No he wont be, he hates me

Mikes mom

Stop that mikey

Later that night its late and mikes dad isn’t home yet, mike waits up but falls asleep and dreams about his first day on the team.












Cut to:
Ext.NEXT MORNING 
Mike is up and gets his papers together for his route, it’s a nice fairly warm early morning, and mike finishes his route in record time.  He sits for a while and has some juice, then gets on his bike and rides to the animal hospital.   

Mike

Hey guys guess what? I made the team.

The dogs are barking and wagging their tails.

Mike has extra time so he plays a bit with the dogs and then gets to his work at hand.

Blackout:
Penny’s first day getting bused to a new school because of desegregation.  Her mom talks to her in the morning. Penny and her mom have been living in a very bad area, since her dad left, he hasn’t paid any support, hasn’t called and they are living check to check.  Penny is scared about her new school.





Doris

Penny, this will be a good experience for you to meet new friends and broaden your horizon. Everything will be just fine. I am so proud of you.




Penny

Mom, I don’t want to go, I have just started to make friends at my school, please do I have to go?



Doris

It will be ok, dear.  You better get out to the corner and get ready for your bus.

Penny sheepishly walks out and to the corner.  The bus comes and it is made up of primarily black students.  She is now the minority.  Once she gets too school, she realizes it is pretty bad.  It is in a bad neighborhood and the kids are mostly black and thugs.  She is terrified but puts on a good face.











Cut to:

INT. HOMEROOM OF PENNY MILLER
They get in the classroom and its controlled chaos, the teacher finally gets order, and they do a roll call.  Penny looks around and realizes out of the 30 students she is one of three white people.   Penny has gotten a bit heavy over the years, her mom thinks its because of the trauma of her dad leaving, so she doesn’t say anything to Penny.  Penny is going to have a tough time with the ribbing at her new school because of it.





Teacher.

Ron Little, say I or hear, Penny Miller, say I or hear.



Penny

Here.

Laughs and comments and moo sounds from the classmates.





Teacher



That’s enough you animals

Penny scoots down in her chair and wishes she was invisible.

Fade out:
INT. LUNCH AT PENNYS SCHOOL
Penny walks through the lunch line and gets her lunch.  She walks alone and then the part every kid dreads, walking out into the cafeteria and finding a place to sit.  Penny gets her food and finds a table that is empty. She sits down alone.  Kids walk by constantly and laugh and giggle as they walk by

A girl walks by penny and stops.





Kristi



Hi Can I sit with you





Penny



Uh, sure you can.





Kristi



Hi My name is Kristi what is your name





Penny



I am penny nice to meet you.





Kristi

Your new huh, getting bused from a different school aren’t you?


Penny

Ya, this is my first day.  Been kind of rough.



Kristi

Well, Penny you have your first friend at your new school

The girls talk for a few min. then back to class.

Fade out:

Later that evening at Penny’s house, she eats alone and makes her own dinner because her mom works a lot.  The phone rings.





Penny 

(answers the phone)

Hello





Mom



Hi Honey, how was your first day?





Penny

Hi Mom, it was ok, I met a new friend. I don’t like it though mom, I want to go back to my old school



Mom

Sweetie, its your first day dear give it some time.



Penny

When you coming home mom



Mom

I am going on with Ron after work, so don’t wait up.  Love you and don’t forget to go to bed early



Penny

Ok mom, Love you too.

Penny looks at the empty house, and you could see the sadness and despair in her eyes.  She finishes a huge plate of food cleans up after herself, watches some TV on the couch and goes to bed.  She prays every night before bed.

Later that night, she hears her mom come home drunk with her boyfriend; she rolls over and goes to sleep.   She hates Ron; he drinks and sometimes comes in her room to grope her.










Cut to:
Fade In:
INT NEXT MORNING AT THE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Mike gets there and one of the vets is already there.




Mike



Hey Dr. Napoli what you doing here so early





Dr. Napoli

Hey Mikey, you wont like why I am here son.





Mike



Why Sir tell me.





Dr. Napoli

Mikey, we have to put Maxxie down. He has a tumor that has grown too large and he is in pain.  I don’t want him to suffer anymore.  He loves you Mikey it would mean a lot too him if you could help me, he trusts you.

Mikey

Are you sure we cant help him Sir, can we try sir. I love Maxxie.  Please try.

Dr. Napoli

Mikey I am afraid not son, I am getting everything ready to not prolong his pain.

Mikey walks out of the room devastated, he walks back to the kennel and there is maxxie wagging his tale at him, Mike can tell he is in pain, but he goes over and sits by him and talks to him. He loves that dog and he has taken care of him since his owners couldn’t anymore.  The animal hospital also takes in strays and tries to find homes for them. And Maxxie was one of them.

Mike sits down in his kennel.






Mike

Hey boy, how is my maxxie doing boy.  I love you boy so much.  We are going to make your pain go away maxxie Ok.  I promise it will be ok. 

Maxxie, licks mike and they just hold each other for a while.  Then Mike goes and gets a leash, like he often gets to walk the dogs and maxxie gets all excited.

Mike puts on the leash and its hard because Max is jumping all over him.





Mike

Relax boy, you shouldn’t be happy boy. I am sorry maxxie, I am so sorry boy.  I love you boy

Mike puts the leash on Maxxie and takes him up to the office and into the room that Dr. Napoli is in.





Dr. Napoli

Ok Mikey, can you pick up the dog and put him on the table for me? 
Mike

Yes, He isn’t that heavy.

Mike lifts the dog up and puts him on the table.  Maxxie can sense something isn’t good and he looks in Mikes eyes.  Mike is crying visibly and is wiping tears from his face.





Dr. Napoli

Ok Mike, hold him tight for me, this wont hurt old maxxie at all he will just fall into a deep sleep and then pass away gently I promise son.



Mike

Ok Dr. I got him tight.

Dr. Napoli Gives him the shot and Maxxie doesn’t even flinch he trusts Mike and slowly falls too sleep in mikes arms.  Dr. Napoli Puts his hand on Mikes shoulder 





Dr. Napoli

Mikey, I want to give you some time with Maxxie, I will come back in and take him downstairs when your done, ok Mikey?


Mike



(sobbing)
Ok

Dr. Napoli leaves the room and mike holds the lifeless dog in his arms.





Mike





(weeping)

I am so sorry boy.  I am so sorry Maxxie.  I love you boy.  Your ok now buddy.  I am going to take your leash and save it forever boy. 

Mike holds the dog in his arms and cradles him in his arms, weeping openly. Dr. Napoli comes in and puts his arm on Mike.  





Dr. Napoli

Mike I am proud of you and Maxxie was glad it was you that held him last.  You better go son and get to school or you will be late.  You did a good thing my boy.  I will take good care of maxxie from here ok.



Mike

Ok, I loved him Dr. Napoli.  He was such a special dog. I am going to miss him so much.

Mike Walks off with his head down wiping the tears and holding Maxxies collar so tight in his hands you can see the redness, he puts it up to his nose and he can smell Maxxies scent and he falls apart by his bike.








Cut to:

INT SAME DAY 7 AM SCHOOL.
Mike pulls up to school and locks his bike up and walks into the building.  He has his head down and cant get composed.  Kids are looking at him and making gestures at him.  He ignores them and sits in his seat silently, trying hard to not cry.  








Cut To:

Int. PENNYS SCHOOL
Penny is finding it more and more difficult to cope with her new school and falls deeper and deeper into her shell and food.  

Show penny walking through school alone, with her head down. As she walks a girl knocks her books down.





Black girl bully



Hey Fatty Penny pick up your books






Girls





(Laughing)

Penny picks up her books and keeps on walking to class with tears in her eyes.










Cut to:
Ext.2:55pm  BASEBALL FIELD  
It’s a crisp day and mike has his equipment and is ready to play.  It is a typical high school practice and this scene is your standard baseball practice session.   The scene lasts for about 7 min. The boys go through drills and work on infield and outfield.  Mike looks great and the coaches notice his athletic ability. They work them pretty hard and gather the troops after practice.





Coach B

Boys great practice, you looked good, look around at your brothers, your teammates this is arguably the best ball club we have had in years.  Lets break it down and see you tomorrow. Be ready to practice. 
Blackout:
Int. 5.pm Dinner at the Knapp’s house, its quiet and Mike eats alone. Mikes mom comes in and talks to him a bit.  

Mikes Mom

Hey Mikey how was baseball today?
Mike

Great mom, I am pretty excited. We also had to put Maxxie to sleep today at the hospital.  It was really tough mom.
Mikes Mom

Oh I am sorry son, I know how much you loved that dog.  He is in a better place Mikey. Don’t forget we have your cousins party Saturday. Get all your stuff done so we don’t have to wait buddy. Ok
Mike

What time is the party mom?
Mikes Mom

3pm we have to leave by 2:15 sharp. You know how your dad gets if your late.
Mike

Ok, I have to do my route and Mr. Decker asked me to cut his grass 

Mikes mom

Mikey you work too hard, are you sure you can handle another job.  You need to enjoy life too son.
Mike

Yes mom, I like them, he is nice and they have a riding mover.
Mikes Mom

Ok mikey but you need to be home by 1:30 ok, to shower and get dressed up nice ok.
Mike 

Ok

Mike heads into his room to do his homework, as he is working his dad comes in to his room

Bill 

Mike I heard you made the team

Mike

Ya pop

Bill

It better not interfere with your studies and work around here

Mike

No pop it wont

Bill

You better talk and be more social at my sisters on Saturday, don’t sit like a moron in the corner like you did the last time and embarrassed me and your mother, you say hello and be polite.  Got it

Mike

Yes Sir.

Blackout:
Ext.Fast forward to Saturday morning, Mike is going to the Deckers to do their yard work.  It’s a nice day and Mike deliberately works through his work and gets it done while Bobby and the family are away.   
1pm Mike gets home and leaves with the family for a birthday party.  Mike as you know is very shy, on the ride Mikes dad reinforces how important it is for him to be outgoing, and socialize.   But because Mike has been belittled and verbally abused by his dad for years, he is very meek and shy and stands off to the corner.

Int. afternoon. Birthday party, typical Italian party.  Mikes Uncle Rico comes up to talk to him. Uncle Rico is your typical slick talking slick backed Guido types who thinks he is good with the ladies.
Mikes Uncle Rico

Hey Mike how are you doing? What the hell did you do to your hair? Your never going to get stinky finger like your uncle did looking like a skinhead Mikey.  
Mike

Hey Uncle Rico, My dad made me do it? I don’t like it either. It will grow soon though, I hope
Uncle rico

Your dad did it? What an a hole.  He must be jealous of that hair of yours since he is doing the comb over ah mikey?   I will have a talk with that brother of mine, what did you do anyway to get a haircut like that boy?
Mike
I don’t think that’s it.  I didn’t do a chore like he asked me, I had baseball tryouts.
Uncle Rico

Are you fucking serious kid?  You see Mikey, me and your pop had it rough growing up and we don’t have the best parenting skills, but I am sure you dad meant well, to teach you the meaning of work.  Problem is your dad hasn’t worked a hard day in his life, huh mikey?  I will put that brother of mine in place, you don’t worry mikey.  Hey did you make the team?
Mike

Please don’t Uncle Rico, he is mad enough, Yes I did make it.  You will have to come watch me play Uncle Rico.
Uncle Rico

You got it kid, I am going to get some of grandmas rigatoni, will talk to you old man in a bit.
Rico leaves and Mikey is relieved, he sits down off to the side and his grandma who he adores and she adores Mikey comes over to talk to him.  Mikes grandma is Mikeys dad’s mom, she knows how Bill is and treats mike better than anyone.  Mike is her favorite person in the family.  She babies him and defends him.

Mikes grandma

Hey Mikey how are you sweetie, what happened to your hair? 

Mike

Hey nan, dad punished me for not cutting the grass.

Mikes grandma,

He did what?  That sob, I am going to talk to him

Mike

No nan please, he will get mad

Mikes grandma

Ok mikey, but I am going to set your dad straight, does he still treat you bad?  You know he had a bad childhood and your worthless grandfather never showed him any love?
Mike

I know 

Mikes grandma

That’s no excuse, is he still hitting you?
Mike

Not so bad anymore

Mikes grandma

You tell me if he does ok, he will have to deal with me?  His dad beat him, and he hated his dad for it you know.
Mike

Ok nan

Mikes grandma

Mikey, grandma will always be there for you, I will take care of you.   Remember how we talked about what your wanted for your birthday?

Mikey

Ya, but Nan I could never ask for a car from you

Mikeys grandma

I have saved money for a long time Mikey,  a promise is a promise.  You and I will go pick a car out on your birthday.  That’s a promise.

Mike

You know my dad wont let you do that grandma 

Mikes grandma

Who is the boss

Mike
You Nan


Mikes Grandma

Go get some homemade broshuto and pasta.  I made it just like you like it Mikey.  Ok
Mikes grandma gives him a kiss and goes off into the kitchen with the ladies to prepare the meal and birthday festivities.  Mike sits quietly on the couch while the men and boys talk about sports and other things.

Relative

My jimmy is playing shortstop on his high school team.

Relative

That’s great, my boy is running track for central, Bill what is mikey doing
Bill

Not much but being a pain in my ass.

They all laugh.

Mike just sits and watches his dad and his relatives and says nothing.   The party concludes and all leave to go home.

At the door, mikes grandma slips a 20 in Mikes hand

Mikes Grandma

Mikey you come and see me soon ok

Mike

Ok Grandma

The Knapp family drive off home and Mike’s dad yells about things and Mike for being a mute.  

Bill

I told you to talk to your family, you sat there like a retard

Mikes Mom
Bill shut up, he is a good boy

Bill

He is a fucking idiot

Mikes mom

Shame on you Bill. Such language in front of the kids.
They argue more on the way home, bill pulls the car into the garage.  As the get out, bill stops mike by the arm

Bill

Mike I want to talk to you

Mike

Ok

Ext.They walk into the back yard late afternoon.
Bill

Listen you skinny punk, you embarrassed me today

Mike

What did I do dad

Bill

You sat there like a moron, not talking with your head down, your cousins are outgoing fun loving kids, why cant you be like the rest of our family?  You’re a disgrace

Bill

If you continue to embarrass me and your mother you little scumbag, you will be booted out of this fucking house.  You got that.   Your worthless, now get the fuck out of my face

Mike runs into his room, closes the door and weeps. He talks to himself.

Mike

God, what did I do, why does he hate me why am I even alive.  I hate my life, god please make it better.

Mike cries himself to sleep.

INT. NEXT MORNING PENNYS HOMEROOM




Pa Announcement

Good morning children, I just want to let all know about some of the bus changes that will take affect Wednesday.  For those of you who are from Central, your bus service will not continue.  For those of you..(fades out)
The PA announcer continues to talk in the background, but Penny is daydreaming about what is going to happen.  She will have to walk to and from school.  She will have to walk through a very bad part of town, and she is close too tears.  She holds it in and realizes that in two days she will have to walk to school.  She is thinking about who can drive her.  Her mom is legally blind and takes the transit too work and she doesn’t know of anyone else who can drive her.

Blackout:
Mike does his normal route, goes to school, then we fast forward to baseball practice.
Practice on the baseball field, the team warms up and go through their normal practice.  Then the coach calls them together.

Coach B

Ok guys we have been practicing well, we play South Colerain High in our first scrimmage on Friday.   We are going to get you guys into positions and start finalizing our lineup for the game.  Once Coach Jurgens calls your name go out to the position he calls you.  Got it.  GOOD!  
The coach calls out positions and then calls Mike 
to take the pitchers mound.  Mike gladly runs out to the mound.  They work on drills and stuff until practice ends.  
Coach B
Ok guys see you tomorrow, Good nights rest.  Homework.  Ok guys get together and break it down.


Team

ONE TWO THREE PATRIOTS

The guys break it down, and talk a bit, then start to disband.  Mikey walks away to his bike.
Coach B

Hey Knapp, come here

Mike

Yes Coach


Coach B

I am going to start you on the hill against South, I am going to throw you a few innings ok

Mike

OK COACH, WOW

Coach B

Your doing a nice job and your looking real good, We need to work on signs, pickoffs etc tomorrow, but your mechanics and velocity look real good.  Your doing a nice job kid.
Mike 

Thanks coach

Mike gets on his bike and rides home, he passes the Deckers and tells Bobby the good news, as he talks to bobby Mr. Decker and Tim pull in from work.
Mike

Hey Bobby I am pitching on Friday

Bobby

No way, can I come watch

Mike 

I don’t know Bobby

Ext. MR. DECKER AND TIM GET OUT OF THEIR CAR
Mr. Decker

Hey boys

Bobby

Dad, I want to watch Mike play ball

Mr. Decker

Ok bobby

Mike

Mr. Decker I am pitching on Friday and just told Bobby the good news

Mr. Decker

Wow that’s great Mike, bobby maybe I will get home early and take you to the game

Bobby

Yes dad great idea.
Mike

I better get home and tell my parents

Mr. Decker

I bet they will be pretty excited Mike

Mike rides off to his house, he pulls up and his family is home. He opens the door and runs in.  

Mike

Hey Mom, guess what

Mikes Mom

What mikey

Mike

I am pitching on Friday

Mikes Mom

Mike that’s great, Bill isn’t that great

Bill

Grunts

Mike

Will you come watch, its after school at our field.

Mikes Mom, 

Sure Mike we will try to get there.
Blackout:

Int. Late evening Penny’s mom comes home, and Penny has been eating and crying all evening. Penny’s mom walks into the house and into the kitchen.





Penny’s mom

Hey sweetie, what’s wrong.  Why are you crying dear?  What happened?


Penny

Momma, the school bus isn’t coming anymore. I have to walk to school and home.  I am scared Mom.  I don’t like to walk through the bad area.  Can someone drive me?

Penny’s mom

Sweetie, don’t you have anyone to walk with you?  It will be ok, we don’t have a car?  Your worrying about nothing sweetie.  



Penny

Mom I am not, it is really bad, there are murders, rapes and they sell drugs along the way.  It is really bad mom.



Penny’s mom

Sweetie, I will call the school tomorrow and ask them what we can do ok.  Walk tomorrow and we will work something out.



Penny

Mom, can grandpa take me to school tomorrow or Uncle Bobby?



Penny’s mom

Sweetie, no they work and its out of there way.  You will be fine, I will talk to the school tomorrow ok.  Relax.  Don’t you have homework to do?  I need to change, I am going to go out for a bit.
Penny

Mom, I never see you. Can we hang out tonight for a bit please.  Ok?


Penny’s mom

Ok for a bit, then I am meeting some friends at Karbs tavern.  You do your homework when I leave ok.



Penny 

Ok mom

They hang out and talk for a while, Penny’s mom keeps looking at the clock and Penny realizes her mom would rather be somewhere else.





Penny



Mom I better get started on my homework

Penny’s mom

Ya honey, you better.  Ok I am going to get going Ok.  I will call the school tomorrow and square everything up.  Love you sweetie.
Penny’s mom leaves the room, Penny sits down on the couch and settles in to do her homework. 

Fade out.

Int. NEXT MORNING

Penny hears a car horn and wakes up.  She looks around and gets up.  She walks into her mom’s room and realizes her mom never came home last night.  This isn’t that unusual, she cant fall back asleep so she gets up and gets ready for school.  Today is the day she has to walk to school, but is feeling optimistic her mom will make everything better.   She goes about her routine and puts a note on the table.  She writes.  Mom please don’t forget to call the school.  Xo penny.

Ext. Penny’s walk to school.  It is a grey, drizzling morning and her walk is about 2 miles.  She walks through a horrible area and she is terrified.  She makes it too school just in time, wet, and scared.  She sheepishly goes into her classroom and sits down at her desk.

EXT MIDDLE OF THE AFTERNOON

Penny’s mom gets dropped of at the house by an unnamed man.  She walks into the house, reads the 
note, and throws it away.  She goes to bed to sleep one off.

EXT. AFTER SCHOOL

Penny calls home.





Penny’s mom




Hello





Penny

Hi Mom, what happened last night, did you talk to my school about the bus


Penny’s mom

Hi Penny, We got drinking and we didn’t want to drive, Ya talked to the school and it doesn’t look good kiddo.  We will work out something.  Hey I am glad you woke me up. I gotta get ready for work.  Love ya.  Gotta go.

Penny’s mom hangs up the phone and penny stands at the payphone frozen.

Blackout:
Ext. FAST FORWARD TO FRIDAY. 
Its game day and Mike is warming up,  Mr. Decker and Bobby are in the stands and Mike waves to them, however nobody from Mikes family shows up to cheer him on. Mike Pitches two masterful innings and looks like a pro. He gets a few hits as well.   Mike is the star of the game.  After the game the coach calls all the boys together after the 3-0 win against their arch rival in this first scrimmage before the season.




Coach B

Great game boys, we looked sharp in some instances, rusty in a few others.  All things correctable.  We played good solid baseball today boys against a team that is ranked in the State.  Knapp beautiful pitching performance today.  You also had some great d behind you.  Very nice all 
around.  Break it down and see you at practice Monday afternoon.





Team



One two three win.

Mike walks over to Mr. Decker and Bobby with a huge smile on his face.





Mr. Decker

Great Job Mike.  You looked great out there son.
Bobby

Your awesome Mike, wow you teach me how to pitch ok 

Mike

Thanks Mr. Decker, of course Bobby. Thank you both for coming to my game, I really appreciate it.
Mr. Decker

Our pleasure Mike, where are you folks.
Mike

I don’t know, they must be busy I guess.  I am really glad you both came though.

Mr. Decker has a look of anger at Mike’s family and he has sensed all along that Mike isn’t treated very well and what a great boy he is.   Mr. Decker starts to treat Mike like one of his family.   Mike treats Bobby well and is a wonderful kid.  Part of Mr. Decker would like to go over and wring his parent’s neck but because he likes Mike so much, he will treat him like one of his family instead.
Mike leaves and rides his bike home and his family is there watching TV. Mike walks in.

Mike
Hey Mom and Dad, we won and I pitched today.  Why didn’t you come?
Bill

We were busy

Mikes Mom

Mike I had to work late

Mikes mom

Great Job Mikey on pitching.  I am sure you did great and I will get to the next game ok.  When is the next game Mikey
Mike 

We beat one of the top teams in the state.  I don’t have a schedule yet, but as soon as I get it I will let you know.  You would have been proud Mom.
Bill



Good job Mike.  Sorry we missed it.




Mike

UH, thanks pop.  Me too.  Hope you can come to the next one Ok



Bill

Will see Mike, we’ll see.

Mikes dad is sober tonight and in a decent mood. He got a check for a fake accident he had and he is getting ready to go out and celebrate.

Mike has dinner, then goes into his room and does his homework.

Ext. MONDAY MORNING. 
It’s a wet and rainy day and Penny is on her way to school.  She sees a lot of bad stuff today, fighting and kids calling and yelling at her.  She walks with her head down.  She gets to school just in time.

Walking to her class.  A girl walks up to her and calls her name.





Girl



Penny, hey penny come here.





Penny



Me





Girl



Ya you

Penny walks over to the girl’s locker.

Girl

Penny I am Kim, we live about 3 blocks from each other.  I notice you have been walking to school.  Do you want to walk together from now on?


Penny

Ya that would be great, its pretty scary isn’t it?



Girl/Kim
Ya it fucking sucks to be honest.  My brother has been walking with me, but would like to have the company.  Its better than the bus you know



Penny

Why is that



Kim

I get a chance to smoke on the way, an occasional joint doesn’t her much either.  The only way to cope with this fucking shit hole man.  This school and this busing shit fucking sucks



Penny

Oh, ya it sucks.  Want to meet at your locker after school to walk home then.



Kim

You got a date, speaking of dates, who the fuck can we date at this school?  There are three fucking white guys and they all look like Ralph Mouth.  I would rather fuck you Penny. (LAUGHS)



Penny

Ya I know (Half Laughs)



Kim

Better get to class, hey why don’t you come over after school? Hang out listen to some tunes.  My mom is never home



Penny

Ya that sound great. Ok









Cut to:

Penny and Kim walk home together. Penny is much less worried about the walk.  Its not raining as hard as the morning and the girls get to talking.





Kim

So Penny, tell me about yourself, what you all about?



Penny

Uh, what do you want to know Kim



Kim

How long have you lived on E. 55th


Penny

As long as I can remember.  



Kim

What does your mom and dad do?



Penny

Just my mom, she is a waitress



Kim

What about your dad



Penny

He left us when I was little. I haven’t seen him since I was little.


Kim

Oh, sorry to hear that, why did he leave



Penny

I don’t know



Kim

Have you spoken to him or seen him



Penny

No

Kim

If it’s any consolation my dad is a fucking alcoholic, wife beating, dirty fuck.  I hate him and he hates me.  Your better off.



Penny

I suppose.  I loved my dad more than anything though.  I miss him and hope he is safe.



Kim

I am sure he is, hey what kind of music do you like? I have about 70 albums at home we can listen too?

Penny

I love Journey, Zeppelin, ACDC, Sabbath.  I like all kinds of music.  I love the Beatles most.  My dad named me after penny lane.  I love that song.



Kim

Penny you will love my collection.  I too love the boys from Liverpool.  Great song.  My collection is the coolest.  If my brothers home, we can smoke a little reefer and chill out to some tunes.  I can put on Floyd dark side of the moon and let our minds go.



Penny

Uh, I better not smoke any dope, I like pink Floyd but better pass.

Kim

Penny, its good stuff, I have all the tools to hide it.  Remember when your high but visine in your eye. I have breath mints, perfume.  We will hide it from your mom. Don’t sweat it.




Penny

I better pass.




Kim

You never got high before Penny?




Penny

Oh ya, I have gotten high, I just don’t know this time.  Maybe next time, ok.  




Kim

Ok, you smoke though don’t you?  All the cool people do.




Penny

Of course. Ya I smoke

They get to Kim’s house and its much like Penny’s.  Old, dirty.  They go up to the attic where Kim has her record player. The attic isn’t finished and the room is smelly and damp.  There are posters of all the bands she likes, there is a light up there and a dirty old couch and some bean bag chairs.  They shut the door and put the couch over it so nobody can come up.  Kim puts on some tunes.






Kim

Here Penny, here is a cigarette, and some matches.  What do you want to hear first?




Penny
Thanks, You pick Kim. I like anything


Penny fumbles to light the cigarette, while Kim puts on some tunes.  She gets the music going. She sits back on the couch and lights up a bowl.






Kim

Penny this is the life, toast to you and me new best friends.  

Kim puts the bowl out and then sits back and lights it up.  They sit back and talk and listen to tunes for an hour or so.

EXT. AFTERNOON OPENING DAY.

They are away at Shaw High School a great ball team.  The team gets off their bus and get loosened up.  Mike looks around and doesn’t see anyone at the game, there are many parents and fans but mike can see his family.  The coach watches them loosen up than calls them over to him.

Coach B

Guys huddle up over here.  Ok first game of the season, all your hard work, all your practice all your sweats it’s now for real.  Boys do what we have worked on for the past few weeks and all will be fine.  Play smart, disciplined ball and we will be successful.  Play hard and have fun.  Everyone have the signs down?





Team


Yes Coach





Coach B

Good ok.  This team is quick, they are a well coached good hitting ball club. Mental mistakes will kill us.  Aggressive baseball is what we are all about boys.  Ok here is the lineup.

Leading off playing centerfield is Jonesy, batting second playing base is Boulton, Hitting third and playing Ist base is Pflug.  Batting fourth and playing third base is Murphy.  Batting fifth and playing left field is Sasser, Batting sixth and catching is Cantelinno, batting seventh and playing short stop is Green, batting eighth and playing right field is Lechler and batting ninth and pitching is Knapp.   Guys got it.



Team

Yes coach



Coach

Ok boys were up first, lets get out of the gate quick and get some runs for Mikey ok?



Team

Yes, Lets go guys.  Come on lets hit.

The guys get in there game mode, and all the commotion is going on in the dugout.  Mike looks around for his folks, he doesn’t see them.  But he does see a nice looking girl check him out.  He smiles and looks down. He sits on the bench and watches the action.   This scene shows highlights of a normal game.  Showing clips of mike striking out kids, and about 5-6 min of action.

Fade in:

Top of the seventh inning, Mike’s team just scores a run to go up one two to nothing against Shaw high School.  They make their third out. Now they have to take the field for the final inning.

Coach B stops mikey.

Coach B

Mike you got any gas left in you?  Your doing well but you have thrown about 101 pitches. 



Mike

Sir I have dreamt about this my whole life.  I could throw another hundred sir. I wont let you or my team down. I promise sir.





Coach B



Ok Knapp shut em down.

Mike runs out to the mound and almost trips he is so pumped up.  He looks over and the girl is still there and she laughs at him.

Mike goes out to the mound and the drama unfolds. He is so nervous that he beans the first batter.   The runner goes to first and the coach gives Mike an icy stare.  Mike looks at the runner from the stretch, Mike is lefty with a fantastic move to first.  He looks at the runner and Mike picks his leg up and the runner goes, mike throws to first to pick off, the first baseman throws to second and gets the runner out.  The team throws it around the horn as Mike shows his awesome pick off move.  Mike proceeds to strike out the last two hitters to finish the complete game shutout.

After the game and after they shake hands, the coach talks a bit about the game.





Coach B



Boy’s hell of a game, boy’s hell of a game.

Mikey one of the best pitching duels I have seen in years.  Boys we cant win with just one run too often but with two great pitchers today out there, one was enough.  Game ball goes to Mike Knapp for a gutsy performance against one of the top offenses we will see all year.  Great job son.

The guys pat Mike on the back and the coach tosses him the ball.  Mike is so happy he is grinning from ear to ear.




Coach B



Boys pack the gear up and lets get outta hear.

The boys start to walk to the bus, when the girl that was looking at Mike comes over to him.





Girl



Good game Mike





Mike



Thanks, what’s your name?




Girl

My name is Patricia, I am in your biology class. I am the team scorekeeper.  You pitched a very good ball game.  7 full innings 3 hits, 11 k’s two walks and a hit batsman.  Not bad.  Era. 0.00. You had one hit in three at bats.  See you in biology.

Patricia runs off before Mike could say anything back to her. The guys are giving Mike the business on the bus over it.  They are starting to realize he is a nice kid.
Ext. The bus arrives back at the school, its getting dark and Mike goes into the locker-room to change and gets on his bike heading home.

INT. MIKES HOUSE.

Mike rides into the garage and puts his bike away and goes inside.  Everyone his home watching TV. Mikes Dad is asleep in his chair in front of the TV.

Mikes Mom



Hey Mikey how did you do? 





Mike

Mom, we won and I pitched the whole game and got the game ball.  Where were you?  You promised you were coming.





Mikes Mom

Mikey sorry I had to work late and nobody was here to watch your sister so dad stayed home and waited for her you understand!


Mike

Ya Mom I understand.  Tell pop when he wakes up about the game ok?



Mikes Mom

Ok Mikey, I made dinner it’s in the fridge, I will heat it up, you better eat, shower, and do you homework and then get to bed.  Its already getting late.



Mike

Ya mom, I know I also have to ice my arm from pitching so I wont get an injury like Tommy John.



Mikes Mom

Ok Mike, Ice is in the freezer, you know what to do, I don’t know that baseball stuff.

Mike eats dinner, and does his homework then goes to bed. He lies in bed and daydreams about the day and stairs at the ball for a while, he puts it on his night stand and falls asleep.

Blackout: 
EXT. MIKE SLEEPING
Mike is dreaming about him being in the big leagues and pitching a no hitter, he finishes and runs off the field and his girlfriend Patricia runs up to him and gives him a big kiss on the lips.

Blackout:

Int. One week ahead in the morning Mikes kitchen.
A note is on the table for Mike to get home after school he has chores to do before dinner.  Mike looks at it in horror, Mike has a game today and he cant miss it. He decides he will play ball and leaves a note to come watch him play today and explains he has a game.  

EXT. LATE DAY

Game time and nobody from Mike’s family is there.  Mike plays centerfield in this game and has some great catches and timely hits and his team wins again.

Patricia comes over to Mike after the game.





Patricia

Mike, very nice job in centerfield today.  By the way I gave you a hit on your third at bat, it was questionable but since I am the official scorer, I gave you a single vs. e-6.  Maybe you can take me out to return the favor?



Mike

Thanks, OH, oh that was a hit for sure.  But yes I would be honored.



Patricia

Ok Mike, lets talk in biology tomorrow.  Don’t want the coach seeing me fraternize with the talent. I could lose my job and then your stats wont look so good.



Mike

Hey My stats look good regardless.



Patricia

Just a joke.  Gotta go.

Patricia runs off again.  Mike is on cloud nine.

No time to celebrate and he rides home.  When he pulls up to the house, his dads car is there and nobody else is home.  He walks sheepishly in the house.  Where his dad is waiting for him.
Mike

Hey dad, we won again
Bill
Did you get my note?
Mike

Yes sir, I gave you one too

Bill 

I got it

Bill then slaps mike across the face and throws him against the wall, he has been drinking.  Mike gets up sluggishly. Bill then punches Mike in the eye and Mike falls to the ground.
Bill

You stupid son of a bitch, what did I tell you.  Your chores come first.





Mike


(Groaning)
Bill

Your quitting the team tomorrow and you will come home after school and get your work done.

Bill slams the door and leaves to go to the bar. Mike Lies bleeding on the floor. He tries to get up but is hurt real bad.  He manages to pull himself together and walks into the bathroom.  Mike Looks in the mirror and starts to cry.

A few moments later Mikes Mom comes home and enters the house.





Mikes Mom



Anyone home, Hello, Bill, Mikey

Mikes mom walks back to the bedrooms and sees Mike Laying on his bed facing away looking at his ball on the night stand.





Mikes Mom



Hey Honey, what ya doing Mikey.

Mike Doesn’t respond





Mikes Mome



Mikey you awake son, Mikey.

She walks around the other side of the bed and looks at his eye.





Mikes Mom

OH MY God Mikey what happened to you? Who did this did you get hurt in the game



Mike

Mom, leave me alone please, just leave me alone.



Mikes mom

You tell me right now son what happened to your eye.



Mike

Your husband that’s who, I didn’t do my chores and had a ball game, I got home and he did this too me.  I have to quit the only thing I love in this world because of some chores.  Why mom, why? AM I such a bad person, What do I do to deserve this momma?



Mikes Mom

Son you are a wonderful caring boy, I don’t understand your father Mike. He drinks, and he gets mean.  I am scared of him and I don’t know what to tell you son.



Mike

Lets leave and go to grandmas Mom, we can live there.  Please mom, please.



Mikes Mom

Mike that’s your dads mom, no we will make things ok. I will talk to him when he is sober.  It will 


(cont)

be ok son.  Come on lets get something on that eye of yours dear before it swells shut.
They walk into the kitchen and put ice on Mike’s eye.  Mike is also having a hard time breathing and his ribs really hurt.





Mike

Mom, I cant breath, it hurts in my chest really bad.  Dad punched me pretty hard there mom. I feel like my ribs are broken.



Mikes Mom

Mikey we cant go to the hospital they will wonder what happened?  What would we tell them?



Mike

I fell off my bike or something.  I really am hurting momma?



Mikes Mom

Ok Mikey lets go.  Your sister is at the Schneider’s. I will call them and have her stay there.

Mike and his mom go to the emergency room, where people look and stare at him.  They check in at the desk.





Registration nurse.

Hi, Please sit down young man.  What happened to you son.



Mikes Mom

He fell of his bike and his eye and ribs are hurting.



Nurse

That was quite a fall.  What is your name?



Mike

Mike Knapp

Nurse

Mike come back with me so we can get some vitals, Mom, come with me so we can get his information 
too.  You picked a good day Mike we aren’t too busy yet.  Come on back.

They walk back to another room and Mikes Mom leaves to go fill out paperwork and mike is alone with the nurse.





Nurse



Mike, how did your eye get hurt from the bike?





Mike



Uh, hmm I hit the handlebar I guess.  





Nurse

I see, ok what happened to your ribs, how did you hurt your ribs Mike?



Mike

I think I landed on my tire as I flipped over.  



Nurse

Ok Mike, Your going to see a Dr. in a few min. to take a look at you, he will ask you more questions ok.  Lets check your temp and some vitals shall we.

The nurse checks Mike out and has small talk, Mikes mom is done with her part and they then go back to a room waiting for the Dr. Mike has to put on a gown and that’s when Mikes mom sees his chest and she puts her hand over her mouth and starts to cry.  Just as Mike closes his gown the Dr. walks in.





Doctor
Hi Mike and Mrs. Naples I am Dr. Pingel. I just looked at your chart Mike and you said you had a bike accident huh?  I am going to check your head, and chest and based on the nature of the injury we are going to have to take some x-rays ok.



Mike and Mom

Ok

Doctor

Mike so you say you had a bike accident huh, I have had many of those in my time, but this looks more like a fight than a bike accident, but I will take your word for it.  I want to make sure your ok.  This is going to hurt just a bit, but I need to look in that eye. Its pretty swollen.


The doctor checks in his eye and looks around at the area. His nurse walks in to help.  He checks it for a while.





Doctor

Mike lay back for me ok, Its good you came in that looks pretty bad, we are going to have to x-ray your head for a cracked skull.  I want to take a look at your chest now. Mike I am going to open up the gown ok and have a look.

The doctor opens mikes gown and is visibly shocked.





Doctor

Wow, Mike you really did a number down here.  You have a lot of bruising. I wont even attempt to touch it, I am sure it hurts to breath doesn’t 

it. I need to do a few things, but I also want to get a chest x-ray ok.

The doctor does a few more things and rights a bunch of stuff down.





Doctor

Ok Mike and Mrs. Knapp, we are going to get you set up to have them come take you down to x-ray.  You really did a number on that bike my friend.  The bike won that fight this time.  

The doctor takes a few notes, then leaves and they take Mike down to X-ray.

Fade out:

INT. EVENING PENNYS HOUSE
Penny

Mom I met a friend today, she lives just down the street and she likes my kind of music and she is going to walk to school with me. 



Penny’s mom

That’s great Penny, what’s her name



Penny

Kim, she live on 59th street.



Penny’s mom

Great, you will have to have her come over sometime so I can meet her.  Kiddo I gotta get ready for work.  Get your homework done


Penny

Ok Mom, did you get a hold of the school about the busing situation?



Penny’s mom

They said no way Penny Lane



Penny

Ok

Blackout:

INT. PATRICIAS HOUSE




Patricia (On the Phone)

I really like him Sandy, he is nice and kind and cute and one heck of a ballplayer



Caller

He is a loser Patti, he is a loner, nobody talks to him. He cleans out dog cages for Christ sake. Look at his haircut.  He is ready for the army



Patricia

I like him Sandy.  He is a sweet guy



Caller

You could do much better than him.  Good luck with loser boy
Fadeout:

Back at the hospital Mike is getting x-rays, the are moving him around and they take a bunch of his head and a few of his chest from many angles.  Once complete they put him back in the wheel chair and go back to his room.

They wheel Mike back to his room where him and his mom will sit for a few min. waiting for the results.









Cut to:

INT. CORNER BAR MIKES DAD AT BAR





Mikes Dad Bill



Another boilermaker

Barmaid

You got it Billy, slow down boy your ahead of your pace which is legendary in itself.  What’s the occasion.




Mikes Dad

My son won his ball game today




Barmaid

Great, I didn’t know you had any kids Bill




Mikes Dad

I do, he is a great pitcher, come on goddammit where is my fucking drink.




Barmaid

You got it Bill its coming!
INT. HOSPITAL SAME TIMEFRAME.

The doctor and nurse come back to the room.






Doctor

Well Mike, we have the x-rays, and its not pretty buddy.  You have a fractured orbital bone above your eye.  You have two cracked ribs.  We also think you have a slight concussion.   Mom we would like to keep him overnight for observations.



Mikes Mom

Oh, Oh I wasn’t planning on Mike being here, I have a daughter I have to get too.




Doctor

Mrs. Knapp, we will admit Mike to a nice room and you can go home if you like, get your daughter and we will take good care of him.  Maybe you can call your husband and let him know what is going on? Mike does your dad know what happened?




Mike

Yes sir.

The doctor leaves the room for a min, and Mike talks to his mom and she reiterates that he needs to stick to his story, she will come back in the morning to check on him. She has to go take care of Mikes little sister.  She gives him a kiss and leaves.

The doctor and nurse come back and they tell his mom what room he is being transferred to before she leaves the hospital.

The nurse gets Mikes belongings and transports him to his room.  The doctor stops Mike and touches him on the shoulder.





Doctor

Mike I will come and check on you in a little bit ok. I also have someone up in your room who wants to talk to you.





Mike



OHH, Ok.  

The nurse takes Mike up to his room and waiting for him is two police officers.  The nurse gets Mike in his bed and situated and then leaves the room.





Police officer one.

Hi Mike, I am officer Drennan and this is officer Turk. Your doctor wanted us to get some more information from you Mike is that Ok?

Mike

Sure, I told the doctor everything sir.



Officer Drennan

I know Mike, but the doctor as well as ourselves have seen a lot of bike accidents and fights and based on your injuries a bike didn’t do this kid.  You have nothing to be afraid of Mike.  We need to know what really happened.  You got a major beating young man.



Mike

Officer I told you what happened.  That’s the truth.



Officer Turk

Mike we aren’t here to hurt you, we are here to help.  If this happened today, son it will happen again. I am sure this isn’t the first time, and the next time it could be much much worse.  If you’re here the next time.




Mike

I am telling both of you the truth.




Officers

Ok Mike, we will come back and see you a little later.

Fade out.

Later in the evening Mike’s mom is home with her daughter.  Her daughter is in bed and Mike’s dad is still at the bar.  Mikes mom, picks up the phone and puts it down a half dozen times wanting to call the police but is afraid to.  Instead she sobs herself to sleep.

Blackout:

Later that night, Bill pulls in the driveway and comes in the house.  He walks back to Mike’s room and he isn’t there. He goes in his room where his wife is asleep.






Bill



(Slurring his words) wheres Mike






Mikes Mom

In the hospital with a fractured skull and broken ribs.  That’s where your son who loves you is.

Don’t worry we lied and said he fell of his bike, your son come up with that lie.  You should be disgusted with yourself Bill.
Bill sits on the end of his bed, then gets up and staggers into Mike’s room. He shuts the door and sits on his bed and picks up the ball on his night stand and just stares at it. He gets up and gets his ball cap for his team and sits back on the bed and smells it and starts to weep.





Bill to himself



What have I done. What have I done

Bill lies in Mike’s bed and shortly passes out.

Slowly fades out:

INT. AM NAPLES HOUSE.  
Mikes Mom calls the school and informs them Mike wont be at school today. After she hangs up she gets a call from the animal hospital its Dr. Napoli on the phone.





Dr. Napoli (Phone)

Hi Mrs. Knapp Mike didn’t show up for work for the first time ever today is he alright? 



Mikes Mom

Oh Dr. Napoli I am sorry, he had a bike accident yesterday and he is in the hospital, In fact I am going there now.



Dr. Napoli

Oh my lord, is he ok? Is there anything I can do?



Mikes Mom

He will be fine Dr. just a few broken bones. OH shoot, his paper route too.



Dr. Napoli

Please give Mike my best from all of us at the hospital, you have such a wonderful son Mrs. Naples.

Mikes Mom starts to cry.





Mikes Mom



Yes I know. I know he is.

Mikes mom hangs up and she calls the local paper and explains what happens, she then calls off work and heads to the hospital.   As she pulls out she sees Mike’s papers for his route on the driveway and picks them up and brings them inside.








Cut to:

INT. MORNING MIKES SCHOOL
Patricia walks by Mike’s locker and heads to biology class and sits in her seat and waits for Mike but he doesn’t show up to school today. She sits down and wonders what happened to Mike.  Her friend sandy looks over.





Sandy (whispers)



Looks like baldy wimped out on you Patti





Patti



Shut up





Teacher



Ok kids lets get started.

Int. LATE MORNING AT THE HOSPITAL.
Mike is in his bed and the doctor comes in to talk to him.





Doctor



Mike how are you today, I bet pretty sore huh





Mike



Ya my head is ringing doctor.





Doctor



Where are your parents





Mike

I don’t know I am sure they are coming soon, when can I go home doctor?  I have baseball practice today.



Doctor

We are going to get you out of here in a few hours, but I am afraid I have bad news Mike. Your orbital bone is broken above your eye.  If you took a ground ball or anything off of it that could do serious damage.  



Mike

How long, Our season just started sir.



Doctor

Mike I am afraid about 6-8 weeks Mike till you are 80% healed.  



Mike

My season will be over by then doctor, please is there anything I can do.



Doctor

I am afraid not Mike. There is always next year Mike.  If you did further damage it could impair your vision for the rest of your life.

Mike lays in bed. His eyes welling up with tears.  He looks out the window and cant hold back the hurt anymore.  He is devastated again.

Mikes Mom walks into his hospital room





Mikes Mom



Hey Mikey how are you feeling





Mike

Mom, I cant play baseball anymore this year. He got his way again.  Dad did this too me so I couldn’t play ball anymore.  I want to just die mom.  I hate life. I hate life.

Mikes Mom just holds him, she doesn’t say anything.  The doctor then comes in the room.

Doctor

Oh, Hi Mrs. Naples we are going to run a few more tests then we can send Mike home with you.  I told him unfortunately based on his injury his season is over.  Make sure you let his coaches know.  I would have him rest at home for a few days then he can slowly get back to his normal routine.   Mike good luck to you son, and keep off that bike for a while ok.  
Blackout:
Ext. AFTERNOON GIRLS ARE HANGING OUT.




Kim

My dad is downstairs so we need to kind of keep it down with the tunes, I am in the mood for some Van Halen, how bout some women and children first Penny?



Penny

Good album, I cant stay long, my mom will be home in a while and I never get to spend time with her these days.



Kim

Ok, how bout halen, then some Jethro Tull and a doob?  I am beginning to think you don’t get stoned Penny girl?



Penny

Kim, I don’t know, my mom will know. Maybe next time?



Kim

How bout now, my dad is downstairs asleep, my mom is out probably whoring somewhere, my brother got this stuff it is good and mellow.



Penny

OK maybe just one hit



Kim

Come on lightweight, you’re a big girl Penny, you need a few more than that.

Kim lights up a joint and takes a few hits, then passes it to Penny who looks at it for a few min.




Kim



Come on Penny it wont bite





Penny



I know it wont bite

Penny takes a hit, and Kim pushes it back so she takes another one and two.  She then sits back in her chair. Kim takes another hit, and passes it back to Penny who takes a few more.  They do it for a few min.





Kim

Penny, I am going on record by saying I am fucking stoned.



Penny

Record noted, (laughs) I am too, I think, oh no, I know, no yes, I am stoned.  This music is really good.



Kim

Everything kiddo is good when you stoned.



Penny

Kiddo (laughs) good word Kiddo, KKKKKKKKKKKKIDDDDDOOOOOOO.

They sit back for a while and listen to tunes, the record ends on the a side of the album and just skips.





Penny



Hey I gotta go home, Kim





Kim



Hey who is hotter, David or Eddie





Penny



Eddie, he is a quiet genius. He is beautiful





Kim

I love Roth, his tight pants and bulge. I would fuck him wouldn’t you?

Penny

Uh, not sure if I would go that far.



Kim

You a virgin Penny



Penny

NO.  are you?
Kim
Fuck no



Penny

I really have to go Penny, I mean Kim. I am still high, hey I need the visine and stuff.



Kim

Its under the couch in the cigarette box.  Have at it.

Penny cleans her eyes out, sprays perfume on herself and goes down the steps.  She passes Kim’s dad who is passed out on the chair with a beer in his hand in front of the TV.

Ext. PENNY WALKING HOME




Penny’s mom



Hey Honey, where you been all day?





Penny



Hanging out at Kim’s house





Penny’s Mom

OH that’s your new friend, I am glad you have found a nice friend Kiddo.



Penny

(Laughs) kiddo, I am really hungry mom



Penny’s mom

Why you laughing



Penny

Inside Joke Mom, going to my room to change, what’s for dinner



Penny’s mom

Nothing, I am going on with some friends. I will order you a pizza



Penny

Mom, I thought we could do something today together, I never see you mom

Penny’s Mom

Maybe tomorrow dear, I have plans today. Ok
I have a life too Penny

Penny slams her bedroom door and lays on her bed.

Fade To:

Int. NEXT MORNING MIKES SCHOOL.

Mike goes down to the baseball coach’s office.

Mike knocks on the coach’s door.





Mike



Coach can (gulps) I come in?





Coach B

Knapp where the hell you been? What the hell happened to you?



Mike

I fell off my bike, and broke a bone over my eye and have some cracked ribs



Coach B

Bullshit kid, that’s not a bike accident son?



Mike

Yes sir it is, my doctor said I cant play ball for 6 weeks or so, which means I cant play ball the rest of the season coach.



Coach B

Huh, Ok kid, we really need you. But if that’s what the doctor said then that’s what the doctor said.  We still want you to be around the club, maybe you can help me?  That is some asswhooping 
(cont)

you took kid.  I am really sorry.  You were doing so well son.


Mike

Thanks for understanding coach and will see you at practice today.  
Coach B

I hope the person your protecting appreciates it. They cost you your baseball season.  See ya at practice kid.



Mike

Yes sir, see you then.

Mike walks from there to his biology class and on the way runs into Patricia in the hallway.





Patricia



Hey Nolan Ryan what happened to you?





Mike



Huh, Oh funny, I fell of my bike





Patricia

Sure you did Mike? Sure you did.  I was worried about you, I thought you were blowing me off and you were too scared to face me in biology?


Mike

Oh, sorry I would have called but I didn’t have your number?



Patricia

Smooth Mike, almost as smooth as you are on the hill?



Mike

Ya, not too smooth, my season is done Patricia.



Patricia

Sorry Mike, that’s too bad



Mike

Ya too bad.

Patricia

Well you can help me keep score and stuff, I am sure Coach B will find something for you too do, maybe water boy. (laughs)



Mike

Ya, that’s about all I can do now, oh well we better get to class.
Patricia takes out a pen and writes her number down and gives it to Mike.





Patricia

I have to get something from my locker see you in biology.  Now you can call me anytime Michael.

Mike looks at the number and smiles as Patricia walks away.

As Mike walks down the hall he sees the sign for the summer dance in two weeks to end the school year.

EXT. BIOLOGY CLASS
Mike is happy and sitting in biology when someone from the office comes in and gives the teacher a note.





Teacher



Uh, Mike Knapp can you come up here please.

Mike begrudgingly walks up the teacher and she hands him a note.





Teacher

Mike, you need to go down to the office, Your mom called. Ok





Mike



Oh, uh, ok.

Mike takes the note and walks down to the office and hands the note to the receptionist.





Receptionist

Mike Your mother called and she needs to pick you up. She is on her way, just have a seat she should be here shortly.



Mike

What’s wrong, why is she coming?



Receptionist

Mike I don’t know she just said she needed to come and get you it was important.

Mike sits down and waits for his mom to walk in. He waits for about a min. then he sees her open the door.





Mikes Mom



Hi Mikey, come on son we have to go.

Mike



What’s wrong mom, what happened?





Mikes Mom

I have your sister in the car, I will talk to you when we get home.

They walk out of the building and Mike can see his mother has been crying.  She gets him in the car and they drive home.  There is silence on the ride.

Fade in:

INT. MIKES LIVING ROOM

Mike, his sister and mom walk in.





Mikes Mom



Sit down kids





Mike



What’s going on mom dad?





Mikes Mom

Your grandma Knapp passed away about two hours ago kids. (she starts to cry)  Kids I am so sorry.

They both start to cry and Mike looks over at his dad who is also crying.  Mike gets up and runs in his room. He puts his head in his pillow and weeps.

EXT. CEMETARY

The family is burying Mike’s grandma.  Followed by the families walking to there car. As they walk to the car, Mikes Uncle comes over to talk to Mikes Dad.




Uncle Rico

Hey Bill, they are having a reading of the will tomorrow at 10 am at Moms attorneys’ office.  You knew about it right?



Bill 

Ya, I knew about it.  We will be there. This should be interesting.

Mike is standing alone by the car, and he is an emotional wreck.  He loved his grandma more than anyone in the world.  He is devastated.   They all go in the car and drive home. They pull into the garage and Mike walks in the house and into his room and shuts the door.  He lays on his back and looks up at his ceiling.





Mike 

Grandma, I love you (crying) I miss you already, Grandma, why did you leave me? Who is going to protect me nana.  Will you watch over me nana?  I will never ever forget you.  I promise.  You were the best grandma in the world.   I love you nana.

Fade out:

INT. NEXT MORNING ATTORNEYS OFFICE.

Reading of the will.  All of the family members are there.  Mike as well as other kids.  They are all cramped in the attorney’s conf. rooms.  The family is all white trash scavengers and they are all eyeing each other like they are ready for a boxing match.

The attorney walks in.





Attorney



Folks, please sit down.  

Some sit and other stand around the table all facing the attorney.

Attorney

Ok, I will get right too it.  The purpose of our meeting today is the reading of the will of Mrs. Thelma Elaine Knapp (nee) Cornish.   Thelma requested I as her legal representation read the following last will.  So I shall.  I Thelma Knapp leave all my assets, my home and all my investments to (long pause) my grandson Mike Knapp as the sole beneficiary to all of my estate.

The attorney continues to read but the place goes crazy.





Family members



This is ridiculous, this is crazy.  

People are screaming and pushing one another.  Mike is sitting in silence and shock.  Mikes Mom and dad look at each other in amazement.  It takes forever but they finally clear everyone out but Mike and his family.





Attorney

Folks please sit down, Thelma was very specific that Mike was the sole beneficiary.

Mikes Mom

Sir he is a 16 year old boy, this cant be right.  Did she put in clauses or provisions on how he spends it or anything like that.  This is crazy.





Attorney

No other than, she had a note that she wrote and she wanted me to read it for you. Here it is.  My dearest Mikey, you’re my most dearest boy.  I promised you I would take care of you and your grandma would never let you down, you know that.  I promised you, that when you were 16 you would get your very own car.  Well my boy, you can get whatever car you want.  Your dad nor your mom can stop you.  My attorney will make sure that my money is now your money.  I will always watch over you Mike.  Take care of yourself and make sure you take care of your sister and make sure she gets some of this money too.  See you in heaven.  Nana.
Bill

Come on, he is a 16 year old kid, he cant manage all her money, her house.  Are you going to read all he gets.



Attorney

Yes I have it all right here.  As the attorney I will help Mike manage his assets, the house is being transferred to his name and you as his guardians have limited rights in such assets.  We will manage Mike’s assets until he is 21 years old.  



Bill

Can Mike sign over any of this to his family



Attorney

Not until he is of legal age, then he has the ability to do what he wants with whatever remains of his finances as well as the home.

The family sits and all look over at Mike in disbelief.  





Attorney

Mike your grandmother had instructed me to work closely with you on a monthly allowance that will be paid to you once you set up an account at your local bank.  If you folks don’t have any further questions that will conclude our meeting.  I am sorry for the loss of your family member and wish all of you the best.

The family slowly gets up and walks out of the attorney’s office and silently walk out of the building and into their car.

EXT. PARKING LOT.




Bill

Mike I don’t know what to say.  Nana has a nicer place than ours and I think we should move into her home

Mikes Mom

Ya I think that is probably a good idea.  The problem is the kids would have to go to a 
different school its just outside of the school zone we live in now.



Bill

Ya, but it makes sense.  We still owe on this house and we wont have a payment to make and we can use Mikes money for a new car because we need one badly

Mikes Mom

Bill that money was left for Mike, the attorney was very specific on that.



Bill

Fuck the attorney, Mike is my son and that was my mother.  Mike understands don’t you son.



Mike

Ah, sure pop. Whatever you want.  Can I get my own car like nana promised me?



Bill

We will look into that too Mike.  Necessity first Mike.  Your mom cant drive around in that deathtrap you know.



Mike

Ya pop. I know.

Mike knows better than to challenge his dad. He quietly sits in his seat and daydreams about his nana handing him the keys to his new car and him driving it to pick up Patricia the girl at school and taking her on a date.

Ext. The family pulls into the driveway and they begin to go inside.





Bill



Mike, come out here I need to talk to you.





Mike



Sure dad what’s up

They walk outside and into the backyard by the shed that Mike always gets yelled at near.





Bill

Listen to me Mike.  What your grandma did was wrong.  She has kids and other family members and they are very upset over this. I am upset as well.  What if your mom left all her savings to your sister’s kids and left you nothing.

Mike

I wouldn’t be upset that is her wishes.  Maybe Nana wanted me to have it so we could all have it as a family.  She knows I am good with money.  Maybe that is what she was thinking.



Bill

No she was nuts Mike.  But Maybe that was part of it.  That house is yours but its really ours and we are going to move into it. It will save us a hell of a lot of money Mike.  The money you get we will divide up and use for our family.  I need to consult a lawyer myself to find out what rights I have in this whole mess.  All this stays right here. Got it.



Mike

Sure pop.  I understand.  All I ever wanted was a car pop, can I get a car?


Bill

We will see I said.  Don’t you listen boy.

Mike walks away and back into the house with his head down.
Fade out:

INT. LATE AFTERNOON.

Penny walks over to Kim’s house to see if Kim is home. She walks up to the door and knocks.





Kim’s Dad





(opens the door)



Ya





Penny



Hi, Is Kim home?





Kim’s Dad



Who are you?





Penny



I am her friend Penny





Kim’s Dad

Come on in and check the attic and see for yourself.

He opens the door and lets her in, as she walks by he checks her out and he knows that Kim isn’t home and he is alone in the house with Penny.





Kim’s Dad



Go on up and look, I will come with you.





Penny



Oh, ok.  





Kim’s dad



What do you guys do up there anyway Sandy





Penny



My name is Penny, we talk and listen to music.

They walk up the stairs and into the attic, Penny is first she is a bit nervous more because she doesn’t want Kim to get caught doing something she shouldn’t be like smoking pot.  They both get up into the attic.  Penny can smell the alcohol on Kim’s dad’s breath.





Kim’s Dad



It smells Like marijuana up her





Penny



I don’t smell anything





Kim’s Dad



Come over here and smell.

Kim’s dad shuts the door to get out and as Penny walks over he strikes.  He grabs her and starts to kiss her and grope her.  He throws her on the couch.





Penny



Please stop, Please. (Screams)

Kim’s Dad

Shut up you little slut, you’re a stoner aren’t you.  Shut up

Kim’s dad rips Penny’s pants off and slaps her to shut her up.  She is now quiet and he rapes her once he is done he is drunk and almost passes out.  She get composed and gets out of the attic and runs home.

Int. Penny walk into the house and is crying and yelling for her mom.  Nobody is home she runs into the bathroom and looks at her face and its scratched and bruised.  She takes her clothes off and cleans all of her body off.  She kneels in the shower and cries.  She doesn’t want to tell anyone what happened because she fears nobody will believe her.  She is going to tell Kim however.

Fast forward one and a half months.
INT. MIKES BIOLOGY CLASS




Patricia

Mike I cant believe your leaving me, after two dates.  Please don’t be a stranger and maybe our paths will cross again soon.  I am sure I will see you in the majors one day.  You will always be my Little Nolan Ryan.



Mike

I will miss you too.  You will be my first autograph ok.  Thanks for being such a great friend.



Patricia

How bout a girlfriend



Mike

Ha, that too.  You’re a special person

As mike finishes Patricia’s mean friend walks up





Friend

Hey loser, she is lucky your moving.  Her head isn’t on straight for even talking to you.  Be gone pimple face.



Patricia

Shut up, your such a bitch. Don’t listen to her Mike.

Mike smiles and walks away with his head down, but a smile on his face because for the first time he had for a short while a girl who liked him.

Int. Clinic Penny and her Uncle Bobby whom is 22 and a stoner but she trust completely takes her for an abortion.  He waits in the waiting room for the procedure and pays for it himself.  Penny got pregnant from Kim’s dad and had to have an abortion.  Uncle Bobby knows Penny was pregnant but never asked any questions.




Penny

Bobby I am ready to go, thank you for doing this for me.



Bobby

No problem Penny, How do you feel?



Penny

Pretty Bad, it was really bad Bobby in there.



Bobby

Kiddo you will be ok, better this than a kid.  Your mom would have killed you and the father who ever he is?



Penny

I know.  Thanks and this is our secret right bobby.



Bobby

Forever Penny Lane.  You and me will ever know.

Blackout:

Mike and his family pull away in the moving truck from there old house and are driving away into the sunset.

Fast forward 20 plus years.
INT. MIKES OFFICE.
Mikes boss calls him into his office at A-1 sports.  Mikes sales are steady, but Mike’s boss wants to talk to him.





Mikes boss



Hi Mike, hey have a seat I need to talk to you.





Mike



Yes Mr. Fritz





Mr. Fritz

Mike, I am sorry about your wife leaving you and I know things are hard right now, but I want to let you know the business isn’t making money anymore, I am getting old and am going to be selling my company to Instaprint.  I have thought long and hard about you and the rest of my loyal employees, but Mike we have been losing money for the past 11 months and its time to retire and let the business go.  I spoke to the owners of instaprint and unfortunately they don’t have anything available for you.  I am going to give all of you severance packages for a few months but we will be shutting our doors in the next 30 days Mike.  I am so sorry.



Mike
I am sorry too Mr. Fritz, is there anything we can do to turn things around.  A-1 has been around for 79 years.  Wow.  What am I going to do, what are you going to do?



Mr. Fritz

Don’t worry about me Mike.  I will do anything I can to help you find another job. I know a lot of people Mike and you are one of the best employees I have ever had.

Mike

Mr. Fritz, I understand and thank you for all the years you gave me.  Your like a grandfather to my son Cory.  Your family Mr. Fritz.  I understand.

Mike shakes Mr. Fritz hand and walks out to his desk and sits down and looks at his wall and ponders.

Fade In:

INT. AFTERNOON

Penny is working her normal shift at The Diner. 

In walks one of her regulars.  





Penny



Hi Mr. Decker how are you today





Mr. Decker

I’m ok, went to the cemetery to visit the Mrs. And going back to the factory after lunch, how are you my dear?



Penny

I am fine Mr. D. have a seat at your table, coffee no cream and sugar coming right up?



Mr. Decker

Ok Penny

Mr. Decker has been coming to the diner for years.  His wife passed away years ago and his son Tim left the state about 7 years ago.  Its just him and his son Bobby.  You remember MR. Decker from earlier part of script.





Penny

Mr. D, do you want the usual today or can I talk you in to the special its fantastic and its lighter than your usual.  Its better for you. By the way did you get to the doctor today, your appt was at noon?



Mr. Decker

Penny, I will have my usual, but thank you for thinking about my health.  My appt was today, but something came up I am going tomorrow I promise.



Penny

You better Mr. D. or I wont serve you anymore. Do it for me and Bobby ok?

Mr. Decker

Ok Penny, I promise, hey were is Kevin?  


Penny

He is at my moms today.  I have to work late tonight at my other job?



Mr. Decker

Dammit Penny, you need to get a regular job, and find a nice young man.  Your such a hard worker.  Why wont you come work for me Penny?



Penny

Mr. D, You know I would love to work for you, but you said your going to sell your factory soon?



Mr. Decker

I know but I don’t trust anyone to take it, they will run it into the ground.  You take it Penny?



Penny

Your funny Mr. D.

Mr. Decker chit chats some more with Penny and then he leaves to go back to Decker Chocolates.  The Place he owns.

EXT. AFTERNOON AT EXWIFES HOUSE.

Mike Picks up Cory from His ex wife’s house.

Cory is at the door waiting he and his dad have a wonderful relationship.  Cory is 9 years old.  Mike walks up the door.





Cory



Hey Dad, I missed you.





Mike

Hey buddy, I missed you too. Do you have all your stuff, you ready to go? 



Cory

Ya dad, mom wants to talk to you for a second.





Mike

Ok Cory, where is she, she is in the kitchen with Darrell.

Darrel is the guy Mikes ex wife had an affair with and she left him for Darrel.  She comes up to meet mike at the door.





Jennifer

Mike, Cory has a doctors appt. at 9am tomorrow, he needs to have his wrist looked at again.  Can you take him? 



Mike

Sure no problem, its at the Parma medical center right? I can swing it? I will drop him off after ok?


Jennifer

Ok


Mike

By the way Jen, Mr. Fritz is selling A-1 sports, so effective the end of the month, I am going to have to find a job.  Can you cut me some slack on child support until I get back on my feet.



Jennifer

No, the court said you have to pay it.  I am sure you will find a job, and I know you have put money away. Your is frugal as the day is long.





Mike

Whatever Jenny.  Its going to be tight for a while, seeing is you left me, took my house, my dignity and everything else, why would I expect you to give a little.

Cory walks up and tugs at Mikes arm





Cory



Lets go pop

Mike



You got it son.  Lets go buddy

Mike and Cory drive to Mike’s apartment, Mike has a small one bedroom apartment that he rented after Jennifer left him.  Its neat, small and its home for Mike and Cory.  Mike has shared parenting and sees Cory about 4 days a week.  He and Cory are best friends. Mike loves him more than anything in the world.






Mike

Cory, lets drop your stuff off at home then I have two tickets to the ball game.



Cory

Really sweet dad, hey if my wrist is better can I go back to playing baseball?



Mike

As long as your wrist is ok, you can play.  I will call your coach right after the appt tomorrow. Ok.



Cory

Ok, dad I wish I could have seen you play ball.  I bet you were the best weren’t you?



Mike

Son your better than I will ever be.  I didn’t get to play that long.  If you want too you can play as much as you want.

Cory and Mike go to the game and have the time of their life. They enjoy each other and have the relationship Mike always wanted with his dad.









Cut to:

They drive home and Cory falls asleep in the car, Mike pulls into the apartment complex, and carries Mike up into his bed.  When Cory stays at Mikes, Mike sleeps on the sofa bed in the living room.

Blackout:

INT. AM MIKES HOUSE.

Mike is up early and makes breakfast for Cory and him.  Once its prepared he goes in and wakes Cory up.

Fade out:
INT. SAME TIME PENNYS HOUSE.

Penny is up and she wakes up Kevin for breakfast.  Kevin goes to a neighbors on occasion who watches him with some other kids while Penny works. 





Penny

Kevo, come on buddy breakfast, we gotta hurry I have to work son.





Kevin



Ok Mom coming (from another room)











Cut to:

Cory comes out of the room and him and his dad have breakfast together.





Mike



Hey Cory, did you have a good night sleep





Cory



Ya, how bout you dad?





Mike

Great night sleep, we need to get do your appt. so eat then hop in the shower ok



Cory

Yep, good breakfast dad.

Cory finishes then takes a shower and gets ready.









Cut to:

Penny drops off Kevin down at the neighbors and heads to work at the diner.











Cut to:

Mike and Cory head to Cory’s doctors appt. As they walk in and get ready to get on the elevator, Mike sees an elderly gentleman and he gets closer as if he recognizes him.





Mike



Mr. Decker is that you?

Mr. Decker



Yes its me, who are you?





Mike

Its me Mike Knapp Mr. Decker, Oh my god how are you?  Oh this is my son Cory Mr. Decker

Mr. Decker comes up and gives Mike a huge hug, like a father would hug his son.





Mr. Decker

Mike, oh its great to see you Mike, how long has it been?



Mike

It has to be about 12 years or so Mr. Decker. I cant believe its you, I told my son all about you and Bobby.  How is Bobby?  I miss you guys. Its been way to long Mr. Decker. How is the family?



Mr. Decker

I lost my wife about 6 years ago Mike, Tim moved to California. Its just me and Bobby.



Mike

Do you still live in your house?



Mr. Decker

No Mike we sold it, was too big when the misses passed.  Bobby and I have a smaller place not far from the factory.

Cory

Mr. Decker you own a candy factory don’t you




Mr. Decker

Yes Son I do, wow Cory is it, you look just like your dad did when he was a boy.  Your dad was a fine ball player do you know that? 

Cory

Really, did you watch him play.

Mr. Decker

Yes sir, I sure did. I saw him pitch one of the best games ever at his school.  He was a great one.




Cory

Can we come over and tell me some more stories.




Mike

Cory that’s enough Mr. Decker is being to kind.  Mr. Decker I have to take Cory to get his wrist looked at.  I would love to catch up if I could with you and Bobby?




Mr. Decker

I too have a doctor’s appt. Mike. Here is my card. Do you have lunch plans today?




Mike

Uh no not at the moment.



Mr. Decker

Good, Lets meet at 12:30pm at Peri’s Diner on the corner of Muirfield and 303.  Do you know it?



Mike

I do, Ok 12:30 see you then Mr. Decker.

Mr. Decker and Mike Shake hands, and they all go to their respective doctor’s appts.  

INT. CORYS DR. OFFICE





Doctor



Hi Mr. Cory, how have you been my friend?






Cory

Pretty Good, hopefully great with good news on my throwing wrist.  Hey Dad by the way, Coach Zofka wanted to know if you would help coach with him, that’s if I get the go ahead from Dr. Kepke?

Doctor Kepke

Ok, lets see how this looks buddy.  

The doctor does some tests, moves his wrist around and has him do a battery of exercises.






Doctor Kepke

Well my friend, I think your ready to play ball.  Advise, slow, gradually work into it.  Got it.




Cory

Got it!  OH yes.




Mike

Doctor Kepke, I will make sure he is taking it slow, I will have some freed up time and if I am helping coach my son’s team, I will make sure he doesn’t overextend.




Cory

Dad, you will help be a coach




Mike

I will talk to coach Zofka and will let you know.

The doctor wraps up with Mike and Cory and leaves the room.

Fade to:

INT. DR OFFICE MR. DECKER




Phillip aka Mr. Decker

Ok, Doc what’s going on with me?

Doctor Finkel

Well Phillip, your cancer is spreading and I want you to increase the chemotherapy to try and stop the cancer from progressing.  Your not taking care of yourself and your missing all of your appts.  Phillip, as your friend, this is serious and you have about 6 months if you let yourself go.


Phillip
And if I don’t?

Doctor Finkel

I don’t know but maybe a year, if you follow the medical procedures?



Phillip
Doc, I am an old man, I would rather enjoy my last six months or so, and not go through the bullshit of chemotherapy. It makes me sick and I wont go out like that Doc.



Doctor

As your Doctor, I recommend it, but your as bullheaded as they come, so I wont make you, even if I did you would laugh at me, your too old to slug me.



Phillip
So you say.  Ok Doc, you said your peace, as my dear friend I thank you, but I don’t want to spend part of my six months in this god awful gown with my ass on paper.  I have business to attend too.



Doctor

See you next week, Ok



Phillip
God willing.

Phillip aka Mr. Decker sits alone in the room, wondering what he is going to truly do with his son Bobby as well as his chocolate factory.









Cut to:

INT. THE DINER

Mr. Decker is at his table and Penny greets Mike and tells him to go over to Mr. Decker.





Penny



Hi are you Mike?





Mike



Oh Hi, yes I am?

Penny

Mr. D got here a few min ago and he is at his normal spot.  Follow me Mike

Both Penny and Mike walk over to the table where Mr. Decker is sitting and having coffee.





Mr. Decker



Mike, Please, please sit down.





Mike



Thank you Mr. Decker





Mr. Decker

It was really great seeing you today Mike, you have such a fine you son. He looks just like you, you must be very proud.



Mike

Thanks, I am he is my best friend.  Wheres Bobby, was he going to join us?



Mr. Decker

Yes, he will be here shortly, he works for me and has grown somewhat independent.  He drives short distances and I have him doing a job at the plant that he really enjoys.



Mike

Wow, that’s great I cant wait to see him as well.

Penny comes up the table to take the order.





Penny



Mr. D are you having the usual





Mr. Decker



Yes dear I am





Penny

Mike can I get you something to drink and have you looked at the menu yet?


Mike

No maam I haven’t, I would like a cup of coffee please, and how bout a burger and fries.



Penny

How do you like your burger



Mike

Medium well



Penny

Very well, I will let you boys talk


Penny walks away.





Mr. Decker

She is a wonderful hardworking kid that Penny, Mike, do you have any other children, what is your wife’s name?



Mike

No Cory is my only child, I am divorced. I have been for about a year now.  She left me for a neighbor down the street.   But I have my son and that is all I ever wanted.



Mr. Decker

Oh sorry to hear about that Mike.  I know you had a pretty rough childhood and we were glad to have you as a part of our family growing up.  You were such a great kid, and I am sure you boy will be the same.



Mike

Thanks Mr. Decker, you guys were like my family too, I always felt loved when I was around you guys.  I am sorry its been so long since we have seen one another.



Mr. Decker

Me too Mike, Time flies huh.



Mike

Boy it sure does.



Mr. Decker

Mike, what are you doing for a living?

Mike

I have been working for the past nine years for a-1 sports. I am a distributor rep.  I found out through My owner that he is selling the business. At the end of the month, its time to get the old resume out.  



Mr. Decker

Tommy Fritz right



Mike

Ya, you know him



Mr. Decker

He and I go way back Mike.  He is a good man, I am sorry to hear he is selling that business. Its been around almost as long as mine.



Mike

Ya me too, I loved that job.  He took a chance on me and I made a promise to not let him down.



Mr. Decker

Mike I am sure you didn’t, I am sure you never let anybody down son.  Hey Mike, how would

Just then Bobby walks up to the table.





Bobby



(Excitement) MIKEY, MIKEY.  Hey Mike

Mike gets up and Bobby gives Mike a big hug





Mike

Hey Bobby, how are you buddy, wow you look great Bobby.



Bobby

Mike, wheres Cory, wheres your son. I want to meet him.  



Mike

Bobby, I didn’t bring him this time, You sure can meet him next time I see you.  Wow, its really great to see you both.

Bobby sits down and Penny walks over





Penny



Hi Bobby, how are you today





Bobby

Hi Penny, great thank you, coke please and double Decker burger.  Ok





Penny



You got it bobby

Penny walks away.





Bobby

Burger named after me Mike, I eat them all the time.  You’re a man now Mike.  That’s great. Hey maybe you can come over me and Dads house tonight.



Mr. Decker

Bobby, I am sure Mike has.(interrupted)



Bobby

Bring Cory too Mike ok.  After work tonight.



Mike

How bout another night Bobby, maybe tomorrow. I don’t have my son tonight I am divorced and he is with his mom tonight.



Mr. Decker

We would like that Mike. Mike have you started to look for a job yet?



Bobby

Mike doesn’t have a job dad



Mike

Well Mr. Fritz just let me know what was happening. I will start first thing next week.



Mr. Decker

Nonsense, I need help at the factory in sales.  You work for me until you find something or maybe you might like it and stay as long as you like.

Mike

Mr. Decker, I really appreciate it but I couldn’t.  Your too nice. I will find something you don’t.(interrupted)



Mr. Decker

Mike, I am serious, I am needing help someone I can truly trust. I am not getting any younger.  My other son is out doing god knows what, and its just me and Bobby.  I need you as much as you need a job.



Mike

Really



Mr. Decker

Have I ever lied to you Mike



Mike

No sir you haven’t

Penny comes up to the table and brings the guys there lunch.





Penny



Ok guys, here you go.  Enjoy your lunch’s boys




Mr. Decker



Penny what are you doing tomorrow evening.





Penny



Mr. D, I don’t date My best customers 

The table laughs





Mr. Decker

Seriously, Mike is coming over with his son, Bobby and I would love to have you and your son Kevin Join us for dinner.  Please



Penny

Mr. D, I don’t know I work late tomorrow

Mr. Decker

I wont take no for an answer young lady.  You and your son never get to have fun together. It will be a fun evening.  Please dear.



Penny

Ok Mr. D, I cant say no to you.  Kevin will love it too.  Mike how old is your son and what’s his name?



Mike

His name is Cory he is 9 years old.



Penny

Oh great Kevin is 10 he will have someone to hang out with.  Ok what time boys, I have to get back to work.



Mr. Decker

6pm.  We have a lot of catching up to do with Mike so be prepared for a late night.



Penny

Ok, I will bring something.



Mr. Decker

You and Kevin that’s all you will bring.



Penny

You’re the boss



Mr. Decker

That’s right my dear.

Penny walks away with a big smile on her face.
The guys dig into their lunches.

Mr. Decker

Mike you know she is a single mom, she reminds me a lot of you. Her hard work, her kindness, her good nature.  She is a beautiful kid inside and 

out.  She is almost as pretty as that scorekeeper girl you had a crush on many moons ago.
Mike

Oh I see, Mr. Matchmaker. (Laughs) Your too Much Mr. Decker.  She does seem nice. You remember her huh
Mr. Decker

Mike you were like another son to me Mike. I remember a lot of things about you.  We missed you all these years.  My wife also thought you were a great kid god rest her soul.



Mike

Mrs. Decker was a wonderful lady Mr. Decker.  She was a great women and she treated me like her son.
The guys wrap up lunch and pay the check.






Penny



See you boys tomorrow.






Guys



You too Penny have a great day.
Fade out:

INT. OFFICE. 
Mr. Decker Calls Mikes boss Mr. Fritz.





Mr. Fritz





(answers the phone)



Hello





Mr. Decker



Hello you old son of a bitch





Mr. Fritz



Who is this





Mr. Decker

You don’t remember my voice you old coon dog. Its Phil Decker

Mr. Fritz

I will be god damn, I thought you were dead you old shit.  (laughs)



Mr. Decker

You wish. Hey we need to get together, but I called for another reason my old friend.



Mr. Fritz

I would like that Phillip, what can I do for you?



Mr. Decker

Mike Knapp said your selling out to some big guys?



Mr. Fritz

Yes, how do you know Mike?



Mr. Decker

He was my paper boy as a kid.



Mr. Fritz

Oh small world huh



Mr. Decker

What kind of guy was Mike as an employee?



Mr. Fritz

Why do you ask you going to hire him to deliver your papers again?  I had to let me staff go, he needs a job.



Mr. Decker

Funny, seriously



Mr. Fritz

Phillip, he was like a son to me.  He was the best employee I ever had.  That kid had a tough life and he was a loyal as an old golden retriever my friend.  I love that kid. 


Mr. Decker

Hmm.  Ya if you only knew the half of it. Fritzy.  He is like a son to me too.  He is a wonderful human being.  Hey what happened was he married?
Mr. Fritz

His wife, is a mean women, she left him, took all his money, his house and threw him out.  If I had 
my way she would be in a wooden box, pushing up daisies. If you know what I mean.



Mr. Decker.

Ya we are too softies.  Well my friend we will have to get together, its been too long.

Mr. Fritz

Count on it.  Why the questions about Mike?



Mr. Decker

I just wanted to make sure he didn’t change.  I am going to offer him a job.



Mr. Fritz.

If he found a dollar or a thousand dollars he would find whose it was and give every last penny back.  You cant teach that.



Mr. Decker

No you cant, and in his case he was born that way.

Fade Out.

INT. DECKERS HOUSE. 
They are putting the final touches on for the evening.

INT. PENNYS HOUSE
Penny and her son Kevin are driving in the car to the Deckers. 





Penny

Kevin please be on your best behavior ok.  They are very nice people and there will be a boy there your age.  





Kevin



No problem mom.  I bet he is a loser.

Penny

You be nice you have a lot in common he plays baseball like you do.

Fade Out:

EXT. MIKES CAR




Mike

Cory please be a good boy tonight and have fun but be respectful. There is also going to be a boy your age at the party.



Cory

No problem dad, I bet he is a loser, any hot girls? What kind of party is this?



Mike

Just a get together with old friend’s son.

Both Penny and Mike show up at the same time. Mike Lets Penny pull in first. They all get out of their cars and they smile and walk up to the house. 





Mike



Hi Penny, how are you, is this Kevin?





Penny

Hi Mike, fine thank you.  Yes this is Kevin.  Kevin this is Mr. Knapp and his son Cory.  Hi Cory Nice to meet you.



Kevin

Hi Mr. Knapp, Hi Cory.



Cory

Hi Nice to meet you both.

They all walk up to the house and ring the door bell. Mr. Decker answers and lets them in.





Mr. Decker

You look like you’re a family walking in for a second.

Everyone laughs

Mr. Decker

Come in come in nice to see all of you.  Boys you look very handsome. Help yourself to pop and chips.  Bobby come on out and show the boys your video games.
Bobby walks out from the other room
Bobby

Hey everyone thanks for coming to the party.  Hi Cory and Hi Kevin come on back with me. Do you like video games. I have all of them.

The boys look at Bobby kind of funny but begrudgingly go back with him to his room.  Penny, Mike and Mr. Decker sit down.





Mr. Decker



Penny, Mike what can I get you to drink?





Penny



I will get it your guys





Mr. Decker



Nonsense what can I get you?





Penny



A beer would be nice





Mike



Me too Mr. Decker





Mr. Decker 



Coming right up

Mr. Decker leaves the room and Penny and Mike are left alone, both awkwardly fidgeting.





Penny



So Mike, how long have you known Mr. D?

Mike

Many years, I was there paperboy when I was growing up and I just recently ran into him again.  How bout you Penny?  By the way I really like that name?  Were your parents a Beatles fan?



Penny

I think they were fans.  I have been waiting on Mr. D for years.  He is a wonderful man.  Weird why he invited us all over though

Mike

What do you mean (interrupted)

Mr. Decker walks back in.





Mr. Decker

Ok here you go, I took the liberty of pouring them in a glass for you.  Mike Its like old times huh, you hanging out at our house?



Mike

It sure is Mr. Decker the only difference is I was drinking a soda in those days.

They all laugh





Mr. Decker

A toast. Hmm.  To wonderful friends that span a lifetime.  God works in mysterious ways.



Mike

Great toast what does the god part mean.



Mr. Decker

Just weird how we meet again Mike.  I need help at work and your now available.  You’re the ideal person that I was looking for and how we just bump into each other.



Mike

Oh, yes that was funny.  If my son wasn’t getting his armed looked at by the doctor, I wouldn’t have seen you.



Penny

By the way Mr. D, what did the doctor say.

Mr. Decker

Nothing much, business as usual.  I wanted to see both of you for a reason.  Mike I want you to work for me as my right hand man.  Your like my son you always have been.  I want you to learn the business.  Penny you need to get out of the waitress business and I want you to work in the office for me.  One of my longtime gals is retiring and I want you.  I wont take no from 
either of you.  I will pay you well and I know this business will succeed long after I am gone.



Mike

Wow, I don’t know what to say Mr. Decker



Mr. Decker

You say yes and lets have a wonderful evening.



Penny

Me either, what can I say.



Mr. Decker 

You say yes.  You see, I know people. I have built this business and I know both of you. You are both so very much alike.  Your honest, caring, hardworking and can be trusted. Penny in the 7 years I have been coming to your diner. I have watched you. How you treat people, how you interact.  Your special.  Mike, I have known you from a boy and found that you haven’t changed.  That’s a good thing.  I want my business to live long after I am gone. I want someone to look out for Bobby.  Its you both.  
Silence they look at each other.





Mr. Decker

God works in mysterious ways.  God brought us together.





Mike



Mr. Decker I would be honored to work for you.

Penny



Me too

Mr. Decker

Not for me, with me.  That’s settled lets drink to years of success.

Blackout:

Fast-forward two months

EXT. CEMETARY.

They are burying Mr. Decker.  All of them are there grieving.  Mike and Penny are comforting Bobby.

Fade out:

INT. NEXT MORNING FACTORY.

Mike’s office at the factory. There is a knock on Mikes Door.





Mike



Come in.





Mr. Deckers Attorney



Hi Mike





Mike





Yes come in





Mr. Decker’s attorney

I am Mr. Decker’s attorney Jeff Sanders and I need to talk to you.





Mike



Oh come in please, have a seat.





Attorney

Thank you. Mr. Decker wanted me to read his will to you and Penny Miller?  Is she here?

Mike

Yes, of course, she is out in the office, I will get her.

Mike walks out and asks Penny to come into Mike’s office.





Penny



Hi I am Penny Miller





Attorney

Hi, I am Jeff Sanders Mr. Deckers Legal Council and he asked me to read his will to the both of you.



Penny

Oh ok, don’t you want us to get his son Bobby


Attorney

No that wont be necessary, Mr. Decker has left the business to both of you.  Equal shares of ownership.  He has left his home to his son Bobby but you both as guardians.  He has divided up all his other assets as follows.

Mike and Penny are in shock, the attorney is talking but they cant believe it.





Mike



I am sorry to interrupt sir, but what





Attorney

Mr. Decker knew he was dying for sometime and about 3 months ago changed his will completely.  He considers you both family and knows you will take care of his son first and his business.  He told me a month ago, he can die now.  He loves you both and said there is nobody in this world that deserves happiness than both of you.  He said he will be watching all of you from heaven.
Blackout:

Fast forward seven months later.

EXT. BASEBALL FIELD.

Penny is sitting in the stands pregnant cheering on Kevin and Cory.  Mike is coaching third base and Bobby is coaching first base.  The team is Deckers Dodgers.  Kevin has a big hit and Cory is on second and scores the winning run.  They all celebrate at home and after they walk off.  Penny walks over to Mike and Plants a big wet kiss on him.





Penny

Nice Game coach, your going to coach little Phillip too aren’t you?



Mike

Of course sweetie. I love you.

The end:
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