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FADE | N:

| NT. CAMP HENDERSON - BARRACKS - DAY

GOMER PYLE, 20, wearing his Marine uniform is holding his
phone to his ear.

GOVER
-- | have. | promse. -- Ms. Grney. --
The School for Unwed Mot hers won't
answer the phone. -- I"'mnot. -- |
| ove Ellen, Ms. Garney -- | will. --
Like my own. -- | knowits been 3
years. -- No, no don't. Don't put
your phone down. Damm.

Goner waits, sighs, and | eans against the wall. He | ooks at
a picture of Ellen.

| NT. CHOCOLATE FACTORY - TESTI NG ROOM - DAY

Goner hesitates before opening the door and takes his prepared
br eak- up speech out of his pocket.

BUNNY VAN PELT, 19, is taste-testing chocolates. She's
gorgeous and | ooks |ike a doctor in her white |ab coat.

She smles fromear-to-ear when she sees Goner.

BUNNY
Goner. CGoner, Goner, Goner. Your
name sounds funny. Does your name
sound funny to you? Cone in, cone
in.

Bunny gi ggl es and sways.

GOVER
Are you okay?

She throws her arns around CGoner.
BUNNY
| feel fantastic. | |ove you so
much.
She holds onto Goner as she tries to remain standing.

GOVER
Honey, | think you're drunk.



BUNNY
| amnot. Daddy's makin' new
chocol ates. Want one? They're really
good.

Bunny reaches for another piece of candy.

Goner puts the speech back in his pocket. He takes the
chocol ate fromher hand and snells it.

GOVER
These are filled with booze. How
many have you had?

Bunny takes the confectionary delight back from Gonmer and
quickly puts it in her nouth.

BUNNY
| don't know, 10, 15. It's just so
har d. | can't decide which one is

t he best.
Goner takes out his speech.
GOVER
Bunny, | have sonethin' inportant to
tell you.
Bunny | oses her bal ance and Goner catches her.

BUNNY
Let's get out of here.
(sing-song voi ce)
| know a place we can go.

Goner puts the speech back in his pocket and buttons it.
Toget her they | eave the taste testing office.

GOMVER
Bunny, | think you need sone coffee.

| NT. CAMP HENDERSON - BARRACKS - DAY
Sergeant Carter, 29, stands in front of Goner.
SERCGEANT CARTER
Congratul ations, son. Private First
Cl ass.

Carter hands Goner a Marine First Cd ass Shield.

GOVER
Thank you, sir.



LI EUTENANT COLONEL VAN PELT, 43, storns through the door.
Goner and Sergeant Carter stand at attention.

Van Pelt gets in Goner's face and wi nks then notices Sergeant
Carter is still saluting.

VAN PELT
At ease, Sergeant.
(to Goner)

Private Pyle, who said ny wife was
not allowed to bring you | unch?

Sergeant Carter steps forward.

SERGEANT CARTER
Your wife? It was ne, Col onel.
Regul ati ons.

Van Pelt turns back to Goner.

VAN PELT
At ease, Private.

Van Pelt takes Sergeant Carter by his armand |leads himto
the far side of the barracks.

VAN PELT
My wife wasn't happy | ast night.
You know what that neans, Sergeant?
It means | wasn't happy. Now, |
know it's not by the book but |I'm
sure. ..

Bunny enters the barracks. She |ooks nore upset than her
f at her.

She throws a piece of paper that hits Gonmer in the face.

BUNNY
| got your note. |If you think..
VAN PELT

Bunny?
Bunny runs to her father and hugs Van Pelt around his stonmach.

BUNNY
Daddy, Goner's breaking up with ne.

Van Pelt unw aps Bunny's arns.
He wal ks over to Gomer.

Sergeant Carter takes the opportunity to sneak away.



VAN PELT
VWhat is this about, son?

Goner glares at Bunny for a nonment then turns back to Van
Pel t.

Sergeant Carter gets out the door with ot being seen and
celebrates wwth a victory dance.

GOVER
Col onel, Bunny has known the situation
fromthe...

Bunny runs over to her father and interrupts.
BUNNY
| did. | just thought you'd be
| eaving. Not that she'd cone here.

Van Pelt gently turns his daughter by her arm and | eads her
across the barracks.

VAN PELT
| kept this man out of Iraq for you.
Are you sayin' it's a fling?
Bunny wal ks back to Goner.

Van Pelt | ooks around for Sergeant Carter.

BUNNY
l"mstill gonna see you. You'l
just have to explain that to her.
GOVER
| don't know, Bunny.
BUNNY
We'll stay friends. |'mnot gonna
di sappear.
GOVER

Friends is fine.
Goner wal ks over to Van Pel t.

Bunny sits on the bunk.

GOVER
Her name is Ellen. She's ny fiancee.
She's nmovin' here. | found out two
days ago. | need to get to ny duty,

Col onel .



VAN PELT
You're free to go.

Goner | eaves.

Van Pelt sits on the bunk next to Bunny shaking his head as
she rubs his back and sm |l es.

BUNNY
It's okay, Daddy. You'll be al
right.

| NT. CAMP HENDERSON - HOSPI TAL - NI GHT

ELLEN GARNEY, 18, holds her baby in her arns and her eyes
shine with |ove as she stares at her newborn chil d.

Ell en's nother, HARRI ET GARNEY, 47, has her feet up on one
chair and sits in another.

Goner crashes through the door. H's uniformis nuddy and
torn. Hs face is dirty and his hair is a ness.

HARRI ET
There you are. Any problens gettin
her e?

Gomer puts his back to Harriet and faces Ellen. H s eyes
say, "is she serious"?

ELLEN
Did you | ook at him Mon?.
(to Goner)

Honey, what happened?

GOMVER
Doesn't matter, can | hold hin®
Ellen transfers the baby into Goner's arns. A few tears
fl ow down his cheek
HARRI ET
Al I know is Edgar never m ssed a
irth. God rest his soul.

ELLEN
Dad' s not dead, Mbdther

HARRI ET
| know. It just sounded right.

GOMVER
VWhat's goin' on between you two.



HARRI ET
|''mon a break.

GOMVER
(whi spers to Ellen)
Edgar's the one gettin' a break.

HARRI ET
VWhat was that? So anyway, | can
stay as long as you want ne or |onger.

GOVER
|"m bettin'" on | onger.

| NT. HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Ell en slans the phone on the table and throws her head back
three tines onto her pillow She releases a cry so | oud and
so long that the walls trenble.

SCOTT PYLE, 16 nonths, starts to cry, then BABY M KE PYLE, 4
mont hs, begins to wail and he adds to the chorus.

The door flies open. Harriet hesitates as she's buffeted by
the wall of sound.

Her hair is a nmess and the cl eaning apron appears as exhausted
as she is. Wth the speed and precision of a paranedic she
knows the routine.

She quiets Ellen. Then Scott. Then Baby Mke. She sits
down next to her daughter and enjoys her victory. Ellen
sniffles.

HARRI ET
There, that's better.

Harriet straightens her hair.

HARRI ET
VWhat was it this tinme, honey? Another
fly in the ice crean?

ELLEN
| just talked to Goner.

Ellen sits up and grabs the last tissue fromthe box. It
becones just another Kl eenex exoskel eton piled on her table.

ELLEN
| mss home, Mom Is ny roomstil
t he sane?



HARRI ET

Just like you left it.
ELLEN

| wanna go hone. | really do.
HARRI ET

You are hone. This is your hone

now.

Ell en throws her head back onto her pillow.

ELLEN
| think I nmade a m stake.

HARRI ET
Two children is alittle nore than a
m st ake. Honey, things'I| get better.

VWhat brought this on?
ELLEN
Goner said they're makin' himstay
on base four nore nonths.
Harriet's eyes well up and she begins to weep. The weeps
becone sobs. The sobs becone bl ubbering. This causes Ellen
to cry. Then Baby Scott. Then Baby M ke.

The synphony of tears can be heard hal f-way down the street.

| NT. HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Harriet is washing the dishes. The glasses and cups becone
musi cal instrunents as she strikes themw th a spoon.

She dances to her inprovised tune.

ELLEN (O.S.)
Wo hoo.

HARRI ET
El | en?

Ellen runs into the kitchen.
ELLEN

Mom Mm Goner will be able to
live off-base next nonth.



HARRI ET
Sl ow down, honey. [I'mold. That's
great because it's tinme for ne to
go. Your father called ne | ast night.
He was really sweet, then he started
talkin' in his "when we have sex"

voi ce.

ELLEN
kay, that's enough, Mom | know
where this is going. Don't need to
hear it.

HARRI ET

Ell en you have two kids. Loosen up.
He started tellin" me what he was
gonna do and what he wanted...

Ellen's fingers becone earpl ugs.

ELLEN
La, lalalala ..
HARRI ET
Ckay. Okay, I1'Il stop.

El l en holds her fingers out ready to engage.

HARRI ET
Anyway. |'mgoin' back to Isaac. |
ki nda m ss ny Teddy Bear.
ELLEN
That's great, Mom |'m sure he m sses
you t oo.
HARRI ET

He was mssin' ne last night. He
started breathing heavy and then
he. ..

Ell en puts her fingers back in her ears and wal ks away.
ELLEN
La, lalalala ..
EXT. CAMP HENDERSON - POND - NI GHT

Goner's sitting on a bench. The swans show of f as they
conpete for the pieces of bread Goner tosses to them

Gonmer snokes one cigarette after another. JACK, 70, a tiny
man with bright red cheeks and wearing a funny hat approaches
Goner. He's selling apples.



JACK
Appl e, sir?

GOMVER
You can't be serious. You supposed
to be an elf or sonethin' ?

JACK
| ' ve been call ed worse.

Jack starts to shiver unprotected fromthe w nter cold.
Goner takes off his jacket and holds it out.

Jack puts on the coat.

GOVER
Tell you what little guy. 1'll take
all twelve of those apples. You
want a snoke?

JACK
No. You know you shoul dn't be
snokin'. The body's a tenple.

GOVER
It's been awhile since ny wife's
wor shi pped at ny tenple, if you know

what | nmean. |1've gone back to sone
old habits. Spendin' so nuch tinme
alone it's hard to quit. M wfe

won't put up with it. You know what,
t hat coat | ooks good on you. Keep
it.

The clouds clear and the stars reflect off the apples nmaking
t hem appear magi cal .

JACK
Your wife. You'll finally be able
to live with her.

GOVER
Ckay, who sent you? You tell Duke
this is good but it doesn't top the
super-glue on the toilet seat. No,
check that. He's still a little
sensitive about that.

Goner | ooks at his cigarette.

GOVER
|"ve really tried to quit snokin'.

JACK
| nstead of snokin', have an appl e.



10.
Goner | aughs then | ooks at the apples. He grabs one.

GOVER
That may not be. ..

Jack is gone. Goner shrugs and takes a bite. He puts the
appl e down and wal ks toward the pond. He |ooks at the swans,
the water, and the stars.

GOMVER
W sh he had better tastin' apples.

Goner lights a cigarette. He nmakes a face and turns it around
convinced he lit the filter. Now he lights the filter.
Gonmer throws it down and carefully |ights another one.

GOVER
VWhat the hell?

He throws that one down. The last cigarette Goner will ever
snoke sl owy dies.

| NT. CAMP HENDERSON - HOSPI TAL - DAY

Goner sits beside the hospital bed reading a nagazine. Both
Ell en and the new baby are asl eep.

DOCTOR KEATS, 42, wal ks in.

DOCTOR KEATS
Private, the baby's healthy. It's
your wife |I'mconcerned about. She's
been in and out of this hospital all

year.
GOVER
| know, Doctor, no one can tell ne
why.
DOCTOR KEATS

She's physically and nental ly
exhausted. She can't handl e you
bein" inthe mlitary. Especially

in these volatile tinmes. The stress
is gonna kill her. M advice to you
is quit and nove back to your
hometown. Try to elimnate any kind
of stress in Ellen's life. She needs
to rest.

GOVER
| f you say so, Doc.

The Doctor | eaves.



11.
Goner kneel s beside the bed.
He takes Ellen's hand wi t hout waki ng her.
GOVER

| love you so much, Ellen. W're

goin' hone.
| NT. MAYBERRY - GOMER S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
The house is a ness. Cothes are strewn everywhere.

Ell en holds TAMW PYLE, 1, in her arns as she cries.

Scott, 3, runs through the room hol ding a stuffed ani mal
with Mke, 2, crying loudly and chasing him

M KE
M ne, mne, mne..

Gonmer slowy enters the house.

Too tired to even notice the commoti on, Goner wal ks t oward
t he bedr oom

GOVER
|'ve gotta get sone sleep

Ell en gets Tammy to stop crying and puts her in the crib.

She catches Scott as he runs by and takes the toy away from
hi m

She gives it to Mke and he stops crying.

ELLEN
Scott, please. | need you to behave
for five mnutes. | have to talk to

Daddy. Can you play nice?
Scott nods his head.

Ell en takes a beeline to Goner.

BEDROOM
The door flies open. CGoner already appears to be asl eep.

ELLEN
| can't do this anynore.

Goner opens his eyes and sits up.



GOMVER
Ckay, Ellen. What's this about?

ELLEN
For the past year if you get four
hours of sleep you're |ucky. Sanme
for ne.

GOMVER
| know, honey. 1've got sone big
car repairs to do. That's gonna
bring in nore noney. It'll help.
ELLEN

It's not about the noney. You've
al ways nade sure we have what we
need. W just can't keep livin
like this.

GOMVER
The kid's are gettin' older. Right
il

now I'mstill barely keepin' the
bills paid. 1'mdoin" everything I
can.

Ellen sits next to Goner and grabs his hand.

ELLEN
| know you are. | think, maybe, the
best thing to do is for nme to take
the kids and nove in with ny nother.

GOMVER
No way, Ellen. That's not gonna
happen. | prom sed you. | prom sed
Harriet.

ELLEN

| love you, Gonmer, but Mom can hel p
me with the kids. You can focus on
buil ding the business. | just don't
see any ot her way.

GOVER
| think all we need is a vacation.
Gve ne a few weeks. |'Ill arrange
things. W'Ill go anywhere you want.
ELLEN
Really? 1'd love to go to

Yel | owst one. You nean it?

GOVER
Yel | owst one, Rocky Mount ai n,
G acier, let's goto all of 'em

12.



13.

El l en hugs Goner with all her m ght.

GOVER
Those cars | picked up will bring in
enough for us to do it. "Il take
of f for two weeks. It'Il be perfect.
ELLEN

| love you so much. You're right,
that's all we need.

GOVER
And we'll do it every year. Maybe
two or three times. Can | get sone
sleep now? |'mso tired.

Tamy starts to cry.

ELLEN
O course, honey. [I'll keep 'em
quiet. | love you. GCet sone sl eep.
GOVER

Love you too, Ellen.

LI VI NG ROOM
Ellen quietly closes the door to the bedroom

She | ooks around the room and the | ook on her face says she's
fine with everything.

She goes to Tammy's crib to check on her. Tammy's awake but
qui et .

Tamry sees her nother and | ooks right in her eyes. The rush
of enotion overpowers Ellen.

TAMW
Ma... ma.

El | en picks her up and holds her. Scott comes out of the
bedroomwi th his favorite book about clowns. Mke follows
cl ose behi nd.

They join Ellen on the couch.

Scott hands the book to Ellen.

SCOrT
Mommy, can you read to us?



14.

ELLEN
O course, honey. Want ne to read
t he book, M ke?

M ke nods hi s head.
El l en shows the first page.
ELLEN
(cl own voi ce)
So many clowns, so little room

Tammy | aughs.

SCOrT
Tammy likes it.

ELLEN
| think she does.

She shows the next page.
ELLEN
The baby thinks it's funny. What
about you?
Ellen tickles Mke. Tamy |aughs | ouder.
M ke starts |aughing so Tammy | aughs agai n.

ELLEN
And what does bi g brother think?

Ellen tickles Scott and all of them | augh hysterically.
ELLEN

(1 aughi ng)
Quiet. Quiet. Daddy's sleeping.

FADE QOUT:
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