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3rd Draft
“COLONI STS*™
by
Geoff O Cal | aghan
TI TLES OVER
VHI TE - UNFOCUSSED TO

HI BERNATI ON RECOVERY ROOM ( MARS) OP. THEATRE
LI GHTS

Vari ous COLOURED BLOBS appear out of focus,
around a large white SURG CAL THEATRE LI GHT.
Qut of focus PEOPLE in green noving in
background. DOCTOR JOE PINE mature, forty, is
reviving STEVEN JOHNSON, about twelve, thin,
sensitive. Steven’'s P.O. V. as Joe works on him

DR. JOE PI NE
Can you hear ne?

Hi s hand in silhouette approaches and touches

gently
Can you hear ne?
What’ s your nane?
EXT. LANDI NG ZONE NI GHT

The gigantic manti s shaped Space-Mars shuttl e,
gl owi ng red and yell ow, hisses downwards, its
retro rockets blazing at full I|anding thrust,
sl owi ng the | ander down.

JOE (V.0O)
Wake up, Wake up.
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Dust whirls up as the Shuttle |ands, and there
are MARS SUI TED figures running out to tie it
down.

JOE (V.0)
Can you hear ne?
VWhat ' s your nane?

What ' s your nane?
| NT. RECOVERY ROOM VWHI TE

STEVEN
Steven - St even Johnson.

Things cone nore closely into focus. Steven
| ooks up at the nedical teamthat has
supervi sed his awakening from hi bernati on.

There is background noi se of doors opening,
pi pes humm ng, and general background
conversation. Everything becones crystal

cl ear.
JOE
Wel conme to Mars, Steven
Nurse Margaret will continue

with your recovery procedures.

JOE scans Steven with a Sony Medi scanner, then
passes it over to MARGARET, a nurse and noves
onto the next recovering colonist. She beans
the information to the bedsi de COMPUTER

MARGARET
Hi, Steven. W’'re still
war m ng you up, so you'll fee

alittle cold and groggy for a
while. You nust stay in bed
until we give you the O K to
nove around in a wheel chair.
Do you understand?

STEVEN
They briefed us before | aunch.
Said we'd feel like shit for a
week or so. Where’'s Mum and
Dad?

MARGARET
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They’'re attending to Karla
now.
She’s over there.

She points across the room Observer’s W DE
P.O. V. as Steven manages to get up on one el bow
and | ook briefly at the recovery team working
on Karla. He groans and |ies back on the
GURNEY. There are about forty other gurneys,
nmobi |l e hospital trolleys, in the section, al
have recoverees on them - colonists from Earth
being revived from hi bernation after the
journey to Mars.

MARGARET
Don’t try to get up

You’ ve been in hibernation for
ni ne nont hs, young man.

You’ ve | ost bone and nuscl e
mass, so it’'s physi ot herapy
for a week before you' re

al l owed on your own feet.

Joe conmes back over and | ooks down on Steven,
checks the conputer.

JOE
He's O K. Myve himinto
general observation now.

to Steven

You’' ve come out of hibernation
very well, Steven.

You should be in a wheelchair
by tonorrow.

There’ Il be no stopping you

t hen.

to wardsnen - neaningfully.

Put himw th the others.
Steven’s P.O. V. of a |long passage and over head
strip lights as he is wheeled to POST RECOVERY

area. He is hoisted onto a hospital bed.
Ot her children are in the ward.

I NT COUNSELLI NG ROOM DAY
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St even, Karla, and nine other youngsters:

Ant hony(10), Sinon (11), Harry (11), Patricia
(8), Henrietta (8), Garry (8), Pierre (14),
Barry (10), AND Chris (10). are sitting in

t heir wheel chairs facing LAUREN - young,
attractive, late twenties, as she counsels them
regardi ng the deaths of their parents. Some of
the children are in tears. Owhers |ook very

upset.
LAUREN
Everyone is very shocked at
what happened to your parents.
There is an investigation
going on right nowto try to
uncover the cause of the
contam nati on.
I NSI DE SPACE LI NER “ MAYFLOWER’ MONTHS
BEFORE
I nside the SPACE LI NER “Mayflower”, |ine upon

| i ne of hibernation CAPSULES are awaiting
transfer. Two TECHNI CI ANS in SPACE SUI TS drive
down the rows in a SMALL FORKLI FT type vehicle,
i nspecting their human cargo for faults. They
detect sonething wong and | eave their vehicle
to visually inspect a faulty capsule. KEVIN
MACLEAN bal ding late thirties, rubs his gloved
hand over the crystal cover of one capsul e,
revealing a corpse in |atter stages of decay.

Hi s conpani on, GORDON ROGERS, m d twenties,
joins him and inspects its neighbor. The

pl ates on the capsul es say “ANDREA JOHNSON’ and
“MARTI N JOHNSON’

GORDON
Anot her two. Looks |i ke we’ ve
| ost M. and Ms. Johnson.
What caused this?

KEVI N
Cont am nati on of some sort.
We’ ve | ost about ten percent.
Bacteria in the Adult
Sust enance Li nes.

COUNSELLI NG ROOM FOLLOWS ON
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Karla is nore than upset.

KARLA
They really fucked up!

LAUREN
|’d have to agree with that,
Karl a. It should never have

happened. Feel free to
express your anger and grief.
| dont mnd if you swear, or
cry.

Her VO CE OVER continues over the next scene of
the nmenorial service for the victinms of the
“First Fleet Disaster” as the incident has
become known.

MARS CHAPEL MEMORI AL SERVI CE 2 days later

LAUREN S VO CE
The Mars Authority has
prepared a conpensation
package for all of you, which
wi Il be adm nistered unti
you’' re ei ghteen years ol d.

Cl ose up of Commander NEIL GORDSCHSKY' s face as
he remenbers docki ng.

SPACE - APPROACHI NG MARS DARK

The planet MARS with its two attendant noons,
Denmos and Phobos, is being approached by the
col oni sts’ FLEET of various space-ships.
Orbiting the red planet, is a very |arge SPACE
STATI ON attached to PHOBOS the inner noon.

LAUREN (V. Q.)
We'd like to return any of you
to Earth if you have relatives
t here,

but it isn't possible to do
t hat . Hi bernation is a once
in ten years process.
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We see ot her col oni sts, Kevi n Macl ean and
Gor don Rogers.

I NSI DE SPACE LI NER “ MAYFLOVER’ B&W REPRI SE
| nside the SPACE LI NER “Mayfl ower”, |ine upon
| ine of hibernation CAPSULES are awaiting
revival

Kevi n and Gordon nmake their grimdiscovery.

MEMORI AL SERVI CE

We see GEORGE PETERS, eighteen years old,
Junior pilot

CONTROL DECK OF “ MAYFLOWER’ Fl ashback

Captain Gordschsky sits in the Front Left seat
of a crowded cockpit, “Mayflower” is in
docki ng node as it approaches Mars Station
PHOBOS. The young pil ot, George PETERS
(nervously confident) is at the controls.

NEI L GORDSCHSKY
Put us in manually, M.
Peters.

GEORGE PETERS
Still hate conmputers,
Commander ?

NEI L
| wouldn’t trust this one to
add two and two.

GEORGE
On the button, Sir.

MEMORI AL SERVI CE FOLLOWNS ON

The orphans, seated in the front row, now use
wal king frames for nobility, as do many of the
ot her col onists taking part in the nmenori al
service.
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Fat her SEAN O NEIL takes the service fromthe
front. He is young, well built, keen.

FATHER SEAN O NEI L
Space is an unforgiving place,
and there is always the chance

of the unexpected. |Its
expl orati on and settl enment
will always entail great risk.

Qur hearts go out to these
young people, and to their
carers, who now have the added
responsibility of rearing
them as well as their other
wor k duti es.

We ask the Lord that it be
made a pl easurabl e and

t hankful task.

Nothing is nore inportant to
us, than the raising of these
fine young col onists. Just as
the welfare of this jewel of a
pl anet will rest in their
hands.

Depart in peace.
In the nane of the Father, The
Son, and the Holy Spirit,

ALL
Anen.

He raises his hand in the benediction. Organ
Music swells as he | eaves through a side door,
and the service breaks up as people | eave, sone
talking to the young survivors.

MARS ORPHANS DORM TORY A WEEK LATER

Karla is hel ping eight year old PATRICIA
CARTER get ready for school. They are wearing
t he Navy Bl ue COVERALLS known as MARS RI G
Patricia s are slightly too big for her, and
she is having difficulty getting her plastic
backpack on. Finally, she nmanages. Karla is
all praise
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St even sounds the courtesy chine -

Page

KARLA
That’s right. Have you nmade
sure your survival pod is
i nsi de?
PATRI CI A
|’d rather have a Mars Suit.
KARLA

I n an energency,
the pod every tine.
qui cker.

|”d go for
It's

even t hough

the door is open. He looks in on them
STEVEN
Everyone’s waiting for you
t wo.
KARLA
Have you still got | ead
underwear on or sonething?
STEVEN
| only said ..
KARLA
This ... is the Grls’ room
PATRI CI A
Yeah. This is the girls’
room
Keep out.
STEVEN
You'll be late.
Don't say |I didn't warn you.

He shrugs and | eaves in a hurry.

| NT.

NOT Li ke a nor mal

SCHOOL ROOM TRAI NI NG AREA. WELL LIT.

cl assroom This area is for

training in safety and is nore |like an

i ndustri al

col oni al
Mayf | ower

wor kshop.
At nrospheric Safety.
children in his class,
or phans.

Joe is taking a class in
There are about twenty

I ncl udi ng the
Joe PINE asks Ant hony:
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JOE
So, Ant hony, What does “G
stand for?

ANTHONY
“G stands for gasses. There
are lots of them including
Oxygen, Nitrogen, and Carbon
Di oxi de.

JOE
“C" Steven?

STEVEN
“C’ is for Carbon Dioxide. It
is toxic above ten percent.
The atnosphere of Mars is
mai nly CQO2.

Joe takes a RED CYLINDER off his belt. It is
about the size of a large hand torch. On its
end is a nouthpiece. Karla and Patricia enter
- late.

KARLA
Sorry we're |late, everyone.

JOE
These are your Safety
Cylinders. They contain
enough airm x for twenty
m nutes. Carry themw th you
at all tinmes. You can even
sleep with themif you want.

He hands out cylinders as he speaks, and the
kids put theminto their belt POUCHES. Joe
shows them how to re-charge them from RED
NOZZLES on the wall next to the LI GHT SW TCHES.

To recharge it, place the base
onto the nozzle. Push in
hard. You can’t overcharge
them - they ve got safety

val ves.

If you ever enter an area and
see people fainting or

col | apsed onto the floor, use
it as you' ve been shown. Any
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problens with the unit, get it
repl aced.

PATRI Cl A
VWhat if you forget it?

JOE
You woul d get the strap.
Anyone over ten gets the cane
- four strokes. Believe ne -
we hate doing it.

Karla, do you know what
happens to an unsuited child
who accidental ly opens an
outer airlock door?

KARLA
It would suffocate. | suppose

JOE
Swel | up and expl ode.

| told all of you that when
you came in.

KARLA
(Annoyed)
But we were | ate, renenber?
JOE
And for that, You will have

four strokes of the cane,
young | ady, and | swear to you
- you will never forget that
you got them for being |ate.
And you will never forget that
you gave nme a half smart back-
answer .

KARLA
You can’t do that.
| " m over si xteen.

STEVEN
Touch ny sister, and ..

JOE
Oh,
| won't do it.
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The counselor will.

They are astonished at his harshness. The
youngsters look at himwith very m xed
feelings.

You see, Karla, Steven,
Patricia, and all of you
ot hers:
Mars doesn’t care.
It’s just a small, cold, red
pl anet with not nuch
at nosphere.

He pats his left shoul der.
The spirit of Mars sits on
your shoul der, just there, in
a bl ack cloak - facel ess.

If you make one mistake, it

will kill you.
| NT. COUNSELLOR' S OFFI CE DAY
Karla, Steven, and Patricia, all in Mars Rig,

are lined up facing their counselor. She
stands with the |long cane, tapping it into her
|l eft hand. Karla' s eyes are wet, and she

cl enches her fists and nouth.

LAUREN
Because this is your first
of fence, it won’'t be recorded
on your record.

She puts the cane away in a cupboard.

On ny advice, your work period
wi Il be reduced to one week
cleaning in the Mess hall and
Cargo bays. [It’s an inportant
job, and | expect it to be
done wel | .

STEVEN
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Are you going to cane all of
us?

LAUREN
No, of course not. Caning is
my nost unpl easant duty.

We used to counsel naughty
chi |l dren.

We | earnt the hard way
they didn’t always get a
second chance.

Tell nme, Steven - what are the
synptons of Carbon Di oxi de

poi soni ng, and how does it
differ from Nitrogen
suffocati on?

STEVEN
Car bon di oxi de poi soni ng conmes
on slower. The casualty
becones di soriented and
struggles for air before
col | apsi ng.

Ni t rogen suffocati on happens
wi t hout warning. The casualty
becones unconsci ous and drops
onto the ground.

LAUREN
And?

STEVEN
I ... er ... |

Patricia pulls out her survival cylinder and

puts it to her

mouth to take a breath.

PATRI CI A
If in doubt, pull it out.
See, | |istened.
KARLA

(I'n tears)

| hate Mars and everything
about it. | wish |I'd never
conme!

LAUREN
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If I was you, |'d probably
feel the sane way. You' ve had
a hard begi nni ng.

But you' re here. You have to
make the best of it.

MONTAGE OF SHOTS FOLLOW NG WEEKS

Scenes of all the children being taught aspects
of safety. How to put on a Space Suit,
Checki ng hel net | ocking rings, How to put on
MARSUI TS These are a |l ot lighter than space
suits, nore like a gold covered skin diver’s
wet suit, surmounted by a col or-coded bubble
shaped helmet with clear faceplate w ndow, and
backpack. How to check roons before entering,
how to check airlocks. How to get into a
survival pod.

DEEP | NSI DE VERY LARGE TUNNEL - ROCK FACE
LATER

GORDON Rogers, KEVIN Macl ean, and SEAN O Nei
are busy drilling the huge rock face with a
| ar ge mechani cal TUNNEL DI GGER. Watching with
i nterest, are STEVEN, ANTHONY ten years ol d,
and SI MON, Thirteen, - all in Marsuits. They
talk (filtered) via radio. Sean hands a rock

drill to Steven. On Mars, the drill is quite
i ght, but when he activates it, the noise is
deaf eni ng.
STEVEN
(Shout i ng)

This is the strangest bit of
school work |’'ve ever done.

ANTHONY
Don’t shout. You're hurting
our ears.
STEVEN
It’s a lot nore fun. drilling
by hand.
SI MON

VWhat ' s hol ding them up?
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Sean t akes the
one si de.
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GORDON
Their drill bit’s hit
sonet hi ng hard.

drill off Steven and puts it to

SI MON
| thought they were dianmond
bits.

KEVI N
The tunnel digger may have hit
a large bit of dianond.

ANTHONY
Are we rich?

SEAN
No such luck, kid. Mars is
full of |ow grade industrial
di anmbnd nmuck - No val ue there.

You see - there was |arge
scal e vol canic activity.
That’ s where the Carbon

di oxi de came from Vol canoes
and carbon equal s di anonds,
but nobody on Mars has ever
found a decent genstone.

KEVI N
| hope you little guys are
enj oyi ng this excursion.

STEVEN
Beats the hell out of al gebra.

An al arm begi ns to sound.

GORDON
Meteor Storm  You boys know
the drill. Under the tractor
until it dies down.

Everyone conplies, and the three boys and three
men find thensel ves sheltering under the great
tractor while the ground shakes around them
Dust flies as rocks fall fromthe ceiling. It
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is a nightmare of flashing yellow |ights,
crashi ng boul ders, and dust everywhere.

GORDON
Thi s happens every now and
t hen.

It’s why we want to bury
O ynmpus City deep underground.

SI MON
| always used to think that
Terraform ng Mars woul d be
l'i ke planting trees and grass
on the surface

SEAN
Ri ght now, we’'re in Stage One.
Digging in |like Mles.
It makes sense in ternms of
costs and protection.

d ynpus Mons is a huge
volcano. It’s also very old
and stable, with a granite
core, so we can dig a pretty
bi g hunk of solid real estate
under here.

GORDON
Your Dad worked it all out,
St even.
He was a terrific geol ogist.
- Sorry, Marsol ogi st.

STEVEN
You knew ny Dad?

He noves over to sit next to Gordon.

GORDON
Sure did, Steven.
He was here in the early days.
Didn’t you ever read his
di ari es?

STEVEN
No.

| didn't even know he had
di ari es.
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KEVI N
We t hought he m ght have
brought them back with him
Maybe on mem cube, disk - or
sonet hi ng?

STEVEN
Not that | know of. I’'Ill ask
Karla. |f anyone knows, she
will. It my be in his estate

stuff.

We don’t get that until we're
ei ght een.

Karla gets hers first, and |
get my share in six years
tinme.

|"d rather have ny Dad and
Mum

The three nmen | ook at each other know ngly.

LARGE CARGO BAY same tine

Armed with BUCKETS and MOPS, Karla and Patricia
front up to the job of cleaning the LARGE CARGO
BAY. They stand at the entrance, the | NNER
PRESSURE DOOR. It is a large cavernous room
cont ai ni ng several VEH CLES which have to be

ai rbrushed, then washed down. At one end is a
huge external PRESSURE DOOR

KARLA
We have to put our safety tags
into the inner door |ock
first.

PATRI Cl A
Stay open.

KARLA
| don’t think the door
conputers talk. The main
thing is that the outer door
stays shut. Got your pod?
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PATRI Cl A
Cour se.

She di splays the black carryall that contains
her survival pod.

Got yours?

Karla pulls her carryall out of the backpack.
They take their backpacks off and place them on
the floor near the huge outer pressure door
that | eads outside to the surface of Mars.

They both | ook out through the |arge gl ass

w ndow t hat shows the surface outside.

Dust is blow ng across the surface.

KARLA
We have about twenty thousand
litres of water in that tank.

She indicates a LARGE TANK on the wall. It has
LADDER access to a PRESSURE DOOR, and a narrow
vertical WNDOWin the side of the tank to

i ndi cate water |evel. It is about two thirds
full of water.

PATRI CI A
VWhy‘s the tank got a pressure
door ?
KARLA

So people can get in and cl ean
it. When we've enptied it,
that’s on our job list.

They fill their buckets with water from a Down
Pi pe, and start spraying the dust off the
nearest vehicle with a pressure jet of air.
Then they have to wash it down with a sponge.
As they work, they tal k about Mars.

PATRI CI A
Won’t an ordinary door do?

KARLA
They’' d | ose all the water
every tinme the outer door
opened. Water boils away in
Mars’ | ow pressure atnosphere.
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The vehicl e cl ean,

Page 18
PATRI CI A
It gets hot?
KARLA
No. It boils at the normal
roomtenperature. |’'1II
explain it all later.

t hey nmove onto the next one.

| NT TRUCK CABI N ON WAY TO MARS BASE RED
SKY
Sean, Gordon and Kevin with the three boys,
Ant hony, Steven and Sinon are returning from
the Tunnel Project. In a |arge enclosed PRI ME
MOVER. The TRACK back to base is a well worn
road, but wi nd-blown. On each side are huge
grani te BOULDERS and occasional red or white
pol es.
SEAN
just a few Klicks nore, and
we’' || be hone.
SI MON
Then we can go to the Mess
Hal | .
| m starving.
GORDON
Do you now what a Martian kid
| ooks Ii ke, Sinon?
SI MON
Nope.
KEVI N
A stomach on two | egs.
General |aughter. They pass a RADI O BEACON
pol e.

It shows up on their

RADAR as a fl ashi ng dot.

STEVEN
Yeah. That’'s because ...
t he Young Marti ans.

We're

Ri ght, Father?
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SEAN
Couldn’t be righter. And not
so nmuch of the Father
busi ness. Leave that for
Church. When I'mdrilling
rocks, everyone calls nme Sean.

Shi pshape and lively, | ads.
Looks |ike we’'re having
conpany. See that cloud of
dust over there?

SI MON
It’s anot her Tractor.

KEVI N
It’s the Conmmander.

We travel back to Base in
honour ed conpany.

Tal ks on vi deophone channel to E. V. One.

i ntercut

One - Niner to E. V. one.

Courtesy of the road,

Conmmander .

NEI L
Affirmati ve, Kevin.
| reckon ...
with this wind, we'll be free
of dust on a North South
headi ng.

G ad of your conpany.

STEVEN
Why does he get to go first?

SEAN
He's the conmmander of Mars
Base. H s E.V. doesn’t have
to eat our dust.

NEI L

19

19
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| take it that’'s the work
experience group, Neil? Well
you can tell them from ne,
that the Captain has the
privilege of falling into any
bi g pot-holes on the way.

The Captain’s E.V. forms up in front of them
and they convoy their way towards Mars Base
whi ch can just be seen on the horizon.

CARGO BAY LI'T

Karla and Patricia are nopping the floor. They
have finished cleaning the vehicles in the bay.

KARLA
Nearly finished. 1'Il be glad
to get out of here and change
into sonething decent for a
change.

PATRI CI A
How do we get out if the inner
door’ s cl osed?

KARLA
It cant cl

She | ooks in astoni shnment at the inner pressure
door which has slid shut. She goes to it, to
try to open, but finds it stuck.

We put our safety tags in the
lock. It shouldn’t close.

PATRI Cl A
Wel | our safety tags are still
there, but the door is shut.

They turn and | ook as there is a | oud “KLANG "~
fromthe exterior pressure door

A loud hissing noise is heard as the air in the
Cargo Bay is being sucked into storage tanks.

Get into our survival pods,

Qui ck!
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KARLA
There’s No tine. They' Il be
sucked out onto the surface
when the outer door opens.

She | ooks about frantically.

PATRI CI A
VWhat are we going to do.
We' || expl ode when the door
opens?

KARLA
(1 ooki ng upwar ds)
Pressure. Yes! We can
shelter in the water tank.
Qui ck! Up the | adder !

They waste no tinme heading up towards the
Tank’ s pressure door. Lights begin to flash as
t he outer door begins to open, sweeping their
carryalls out as it begins to rise.

A blast of air as it starts to vent out. Karla
gets the tank’s pressure door open after a
struggle. There is a sudden Pop! as it flies
out ward, smashing her against the railing.
Patricia holds the door open, and Karl a
struggles to push her into the tank.

PATRI CI A
| can't swi ml

KARLA

Use your safety cylinder! Got
it?

Patricia unhooks it from her belt, sucks on the
nout hpi ece, and dives into the tank - followed
by Karla, who steps inside and shuts the door
after her. The water seens to be boiling. as
she junps in with the safety cylinder in one
hand.

The Cargo Bay door opens fully, and EV1 and EV2
enter the huge airlock. The pressure door
shuts, and both vehicles grind to a noisy stop.
Engi nes cut out quickly to prevent CO
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contam nation of the atnmosphere. Air is punped
back into the cargo bay.

For a few nonments, there is silence. Then the
Mars-suited figures alight fromtheir vehicles.
Commander Neil Gordschsky checks the air with a
scanner, renoves his hel met and noves towards
the inner airlock door. His eyes imediately
notice the two safety tags in the Lock Control.

He is joined by the other nen, and the boys,
all of them have their helnmets off. They see
the two enpty buckets on the floor, and the
nops. The buckets have boiled off their water,
and are now dry, except for a dry nuddy
residue. The water on the floor has also
boi |l ed away, | eaving dusky streaks of dry dirt
where the nopping was not conpl et ed.

NEI L
VWhat the hell has happened
here.

GEORGE

The conputer signaled an enpty
Bay, Captain, |I'm sure of
that. Renmenber, | checked it
with you.

NEI L

You certainly did. It
signal ed the Bay was
unoccupi ed. There’'s no way it
shoul d have opened with these
tags in the |ock.

SEAN
No sign of anyone, Captain.
| f anyone was in here, they
didn’t depressurize. There'd
be bl ood everywhere.

There is a sudden banging fromthe water tank.
Two faces are | ooking out fromthe vertical

wi ndow. Both are using their safety cylinders
under wat er .

KEVI N
well -  Wat do you know,
Captain, our first Martian

Mer mai ds.
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Nei | Gordschsky | ooks up at the tank and shakes
his head slowy. He is not anused.

NEI L
Get them out of there, M.
Macl ean.
| want a full investigation

i nto what happened here.

That’ s the second conputer
stuff up on this project.

This one nearly cost nore
lives.

STEVEN
Conput er stuff up?

NEI L
VWho is this boy?

VWil e they are tal king, Kevin and George sprint
up the water tank steps and open the pressure
door. It flies open, but Kevin is ready for
it.

SEAN
St even Johnson. One of the
“Mayfl ower” orphans. His
f at her

NEI L

Of course. | saw you at the
service. Your father was a
fine Marsol ogi st, and one of
my best friends. W used to
call himMartin the Martian
because he was such an expert
on this planet.

The two girls - very bedraggled - step onto the
platform dripping wet. George sees Karla for
the first tinme. He is inpressed.

STEVEN
You said ... “Conputer error”.

The Captain puts his hand on Steven’s shoul der
as he talks to him
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NEI L
We're still working on it,
St even.

He includes Anthony and Sinon as he expl ai ns
things to them

NEI L
Of the record - It seenms that
the contam nation which killed
your parents wasn't detected
because of a programfault in
t he hi bernation system

But - we're not sure.

SI MON
A program fault.?

ANTHONY
How did that bug get into the
systemin the first place?

Karla and Patricia, dripping wet, are wal ki ng
towards the group near the door. GCeorge is
maki ng sure Karla is all right.

SEAN
Call the Commander “Sir” when
you talk to him Boys.

NEI L
That’s all right, Sean.

This is all off the record.

He puts his hand to his nmouth and draws an
| magi nary Zi pper across it.

Until we know for sure, right?

Steven, Sinon, and Ant hony repeat the gesture
as Karla and Patricia join them

KEVI N
They seemall right, Sir. The
young | ady has a bruised arm
Not hi ng nor e.

NEI L
A very lucky escape.
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to Karl a

NEI L
Well done, Karla. | was
readi ng your file yesterday
and wonderi ng how you’'d handl e
a real energency.

He pats his shoul der.

Al ways renmenber. Death sits
here and wat ches every nove we
make.

Study hard. Do your safety
drills, and don’t forget what
happened today. You did well.

He opens the inner door, hands the girls their
safety tags, and wal ks off with the nen,
| ooki ng back over his shoul der to say:

And get out of those wet
cl ot hes before you catch a
col d.

I NSI DE BOYS' DORM TORY LI'T

Steven, with Anthony, Sinon, Harry, Pierre,
Garry, Barry and Chris are waiting for Sean and
Kevin to check out their SPACE SU TS for an

out door excursion. They are standing at ease,
hol ding their HELMETS in their hands and payi ng
careful attention as DOROTHY TEAL expl ains the
wor ki ng of their back-packs with a spare DEMO
MODEL .

DOROTHY
Space suits - for a long stay
out side, and very high
altitudes. They carry food,
water, and the funny plastic
underpants thing is your
personal toilet.

Because it’s going to be warm
out side, you nay be tenpted to
get a bit frisky.
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Just renmenber that if you're
stupid, you can hurt
your sel ves.

SI MON
Toilets? You nean

SEAN
I f you have to go, go. Suit
takes care of it.

Some of the boys nake wy faces. It is a
source of some anmusenent.

To check the backpack, press
t he green button.

denonstrates
The on board conputer does al
the work for you, and the
little light turns green to
show that it’s all O K

Dor ot hy denmonstrates hel met controls:

DOROTHY
Hel net controls. M crophone.
water. food pellets - | ow

resi due. Conputer Screen
reflects into facepl ate.
keypad is on your left fore-
arm but the beast is voice
activated. The gold cocksconb
on your helmet is your suit
ant ennae array and external

vi deo caner a.

The nost inportant thing is -
Kevin uses Anthony to denonstrate as she tal ks.

Locking it properly onto your
shoul der pl ate.

Fit it on, rotate the | ocking
ring, and snap the catches.
Buddy- Check your friends.

The little Green LED Light
signals all is OK. Do it.
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It is totally interchangeabl e
wi th your Marsuits Bubble
hel net .

The boys put their helmets on and buddy check.

But they don’t let you eat,
drink, scratch your nose,
phone honme, or watch TV.

KEVI N
Because there have been sone
conputer glitches |ately,
we’ ve doubl e checked t hem for
you.

STEVEN
Found out about -
you know what - yet?

SEAN
(Rehearsed and off pat)
Sol ar storms. A couple of
very nasty ones went by during
both incidents. Mars has no
magnet osphere to deflect them
E.MP. static interfered with
t he data busses.

KEVI N
They’ re upgradi ng the cable
shi el ding as we speak.

STEVEN

| wish Karla was com ng
DOROTHY

Karla will be doing a tutorial

on cargo handling. The girls
are doing a nedical course.

HARRY
Sex education. We know.
Femal e pl unbi ng probl ens.

Dorot hy bangs himon the top of his helnet with
her hand.

DOROTHY
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You all have a good time out
there. 1'd love to come with
you, but 1’ve got a |ot of

ot her duti es.

i nsi de ol ynpus Base Operations room red

i ghting
The pentagonal shaped CONTROL ROOM is at the
heart of O ynpus Base. It is two stories high,
and pressure glass W NDOAS | ook out across the
| andscape.

On the three levels, operators sit at conputer
and conmmuni cati ons CONSOLES running all

sections of MARS BASE OPERATI ONS. The ground
floor is the hub of five tunnels running out

| i ke spokes of the wheel to the various MODULES
on the concentric circles of buildings shaped

| i ke sem -cylinders. Seen from Above, the base
| ooks a bit |ike a wagon wheel made of gigantic
sausages |lying on the ground.

Commander Neil’s office is on the first floor.
From here, he can direct all operations
personal | y.

Gordon Rogers, CGeorge Peters and Lauren
Carlysle are in conference with himas he shows
t hem sonmet hing on his personal conputer screen.

NEI L
It’s been hacked. No doubt
about that.

The check bits didn't tally
during our audit.

GORDON
You don’t think the kids n ght
do it?

LAUREN
Gor don. | know about chil dish

pranks, but that’s a Lul u.

NEI L
Pretty sophisticated - Woever
did it intended to renove the
patch, but | got in first with
a command dunp of core nenory.
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The patch has gone now, but
| ve got this copy of it.

Turns to George

| want you to keep an eye on

t he Johnson girl. Hang about.
Devel op a friendship. Keep it
et hi cal, boyo!

LAUREN
|’ m not sure that’s w se,
conmander. If the friendship

devel ops, and she finds out
it’s only a duty, she could
feel badly let down.

NEI L
See your point. You got a
girlfriend, George?

GEORGE
Not on Mars, Sir.

Neil sm|les at Lauren, then | ooks at Gordon.
NEI L

As | see it, son, she’'s in
your age range and avail abl e.

Perm ssion to court. That
means, it’'s no |longer a duty.
Laur en?

LAUREN

Don’t expect nme to do any
mat ch making. The girl hates

ny guts.

NEI L
| " ve di scussed the situation
with the Mars Authority back
on Eart h.
We have to handle this
i nvestigation oursel ves.
They can’t send a team of
agents in.
We're just too far away.
Best they can do is give us
advi ce.
We are the three investigating
officers - just like I'm
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sheriff, and you two are ny
deputi es.

GORDON
You ever investigated anything
before, Sir?

NEI L
No. We're all amateurs.
| don’t want sone psycho
destroyi ng Mars Base because
he was dropped on the head
during infancy.
So go lightly on this one.
Absol ute confidentiality.
Nobody is to know there’s an
i nvestigation.
Don't let the bastard fee
cornered. Lauren, you check
out all the kids. Gordon, you
check on the famlies.
"1l check out the unattached
staff.
This office is secure so we'll
only discuss things in here.
Ri ght ?

| NT. ATMOSPHERI C GAS EXTRACTI ON PLANT DAY

Looking like a mniature Petrol eum Refi nery,
the GAS PLANT punps Mars Atnosphere into great
TANKS where it is pressurized. Liquid Oxygen
and Nitrogen are extracted after the CO2 is
“Burst” with great ELECTRIC ARCS. Carbon is
excreted in the formof |arge black BRI CKS.
Kevin is explaining the workings to his young
students. They stand in a line as he tal ks
(filtered) to them

KEVI N
Ri ght. Schools in. Pay
attention.

Kl DS
Yes, SIR

KEVI N
Don’'t deafen nme. This is the
mai n at nospheric plant. It

gets our oxygen, Nitrogen,
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Sonme Carbon Di oxi de and Argon,
and puts them all together
into “Airm x” for the base.

It al so makes Rocket Fuel -
met hane from Carbon Di oxi de
and Hydrogen. Ammonia from
Ni trogen and Hydrogen. That
is the big plant, run by a
smal | Nucl ear Reactor.

Pl ERRE
| s that safe?

KEVI N
Saf e as we can nmake it, Hand
up to ask, Pierre.

JEFFREY
(Hand up)
VWhy not use Sol ar Energy?

KEVI N
We need a | ot of power,
Jeffrey. This process chews
up | ots of power.

He points to a large prinme nover with a huge
contai ner attached. As Kevin explains, The
party noves towards and into the container. It
Is a mobile habitat.

We are going into that, and
because there’'s twel ve of us,
We’' re depressurizing the whole
cont ai ner.

Both i nner and outer airlock
doors wll be open.

That is dangerous, but it gets
us all inside in one group.

The boys wal k up the | adder into the container.

STEVEN
| thought you couldn’t do
t hat ?

SEAN

That is so - usually.

We’ ve opened it manually.
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I NT MOBI LE HABI TAT LI'T

The outer door shuts, then the inner door.
There is the hiss of re-pressurization. Kevin
scans the atnosphere.

KEVI N
Ri ght - Hel nets can cone off.
Buddy system - buddy system

The boys partner up and renove each other’s
hel mets, rotating the collar seals and

unl ocking carefully. There is relief at being
out of them Carefully, they arrange their

hel mets onto shel ves.

STEVEN
Wow. This is huge.

SEAN
This is part of a train of
containers, five in all, that

go into nmaking a nobile Mars
Base. Four people can live in
here for three nmonths - with
supplies, of course. It has
its own Gas Plant, and
provides its own fuel and air.
Al it needs is water. That’s
what it |ooks for. It

expl ores for water.

SI MON
That woul d be fun.

KEVI N
| hope you think |ike that,
Si non, because you boys are
going to be doing sone of the
expl ori ng.

STEVEN
You’'re joking. W’re not

KEVI N
Not ready, not old enough?



"COLONISTS” O Geoff O'Callaghan Page 33

This is Mars, Steven. School
is work, and work is school.
We have to conbine the two

t hings. Today, you are al
going to learn to drive this
beast .

The boys | ook at each other in astonishnment.
MARS CAR DRI VERS' PRACTI SE AREA DAY

Briefly, we see the boys driving the great
prime nover under Kevin's direction

KEVIN (V. O
On Earth, kids learn to drive
cars when they’re about
sixteen. On Mars, npst twelve
year olds drive - these.
They’'re just |ike cars, but a
few tons heavier.

I NSI DE TRAI NIl NG AREA, MARS BASE SAVMVE DAY

George and Karla, wearing Mars-suits are
wor ki ng together in the training area with a
ROBOTI C LOADER - a gigantic exoskel eton used by
a pilot who sits inside and works the claw
arms. Karla is in the control seat, and George
i nstructs her from outside.

GEORGE
Just lift your left foot,
Karla. Don’t worry - the
conputer stabilizes it.

KARLA
It feels as if it will topple
over.

GEORGE
| know. But it won't. Step
forward and it will nove

forward too.

She tries it, and it works. Using the hand and
foot controls, she begins to wal k around the
| ar ge cargo bay.
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KARLA
Hey, this is fun. Look, |’ m
Godzi I | a.

She noves it towards CGeorge, who backs away,
suddenly becom ng anxi ous as Karla bears down
on him He backs up against the wall, but the
machi ne cones to a halt inches fromhis face.

GEORGE
VWhat the hell. Hey these
things aren’t toys.

Karl a | aughs. She noves back and then turns
of f and junps out of the machi ne.

KARLA
Had you worried, didn't [?

She cones closer, and he feels a little
unconf ort abl e.

GEORGE
Actual ly, you’'re not bad.

At operating ..

KARLA
You’ re not that bad yourself.
When do | graduate to flying
shuttl es?

GEORGE
Ah

| ndi cates the wal ker.

You have to learn to wal k
before you fly.

KARLA
So ... \Where do we go from
her e?

George takes an egg from his pocket and hol ds
It up.

GEORGE
We play basketball with this.

KARLA
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An egg.
Where did you get an egg on
Mar s?

George places the egg on the floor in the
centre of the cargo bay. He smles as he wal ks
back to Karl a.

GEORGE
See. You don’t know
everything. Try to pick it up
- without breaking it.

She gets into the wal ker and noves it over
towards the egg. Her use of the large claws is
clunmsy, but she perseveres and succeeds in
breaking it.

KARLA
So howis it done?

CGeorge places another egg on the floor and gets
into the wal ker. He waltzes it around the
floor and then speeds towards the egg, pulling
up inches fromit.

Then he gets out of the wal ker, picks the egg
up with his hand and gives it to her.

GEORGE
Don’t use a sl edge-hamer to
crack a nut.

KARLA
You're full of shit.

GEORGE
It can be done.

He replaces it on the floor a few feet in front
and gets back into the wal ker. Gently, he
noves the controls to the claws and picks the
egg up. He hands it to Karla, who opens her
hands under the claw as it releases the egg to
her. She looks at it. He gets out of the

wal ker and noves to have a |look at the egg in

her hand.
KARLA
VWhat now - do we cook it, or
hatch it?



"COLONISTS” O Geoff O'Callaghan Page 36

GEORGE
(Gins)
| could show you where we keep
t he chooks.

EXT. LANDI NG FI ELD DAY

Pink sky in daylight with a small bright sun
overl ooki ng a pebbl e-strewn plain that
stretches featureless to the horizon. CARGO
DROP - several G GANTI C SOCCER- BALL |i ke
devices that will fall in fromorbit, bounce
and roll across the plain, and open to reveal
cargo - lots of it. A dozen PRI ME MOVERS are
waiting, as are teanms in WALKERS: Karl a,

St even, and Sinmon. Anpbngst the truck drivers
are Harry and Pierre. This group is being
supervi sed by George and Kevin both of whom are
sitting in an open Jeep. All present are
dressed in Mars-suits. They are listening to
t he approach traffic on their suit radios.

CONTROLLER (O. S. Filtered)
Cargo pods are entering
at nosphere now.

‘Chutes will deploy for
braking within three m nutes.

There is a sudden bright flash of Iight on the
far horizon, which grows steadily larger. Then
the crack of the sound barrier and the |ight
breaks up into smaller brilliant dots, al
getting |arger as they descend.

KEVI N
Drop Zone to Controller. On
the button as usual Stanley.

He | ooks at Geor ge.

Isn't it a beautiful sight,
| ad?

GEORGE
l"mwaiting to see how t he
ki ds handl e the pickup

KEVI N
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Stop fretting. They' Il be

fine. You'll have your
econom c units, Captain. The
little orphans will work for
their keep.

In the far distance, the huge cargo balls touch
down, bouncing and rolling towards them

GEORGE
It’s not like that. If their
parents were here, they’ d be
factored into the task
sharing. I don’t |ike kids
wor ki ng any nore than you do.

KEVI N
This is a col ony, George.
Everyone has to work. Nobody
prom sed anyone a free ride.

He thunbs a switch to talk to the drop
controller.

Controller - start deflation
process.

The balls start to | ose their shape and wal | ow
towards them

One fails to deflate, and continues inexorably
f orwar d.

KEVI N
Wat ch out everyone!l A
runaway!

The ball rolls onward, getting bigger and

bi gger as it noves toward the workers. Two
prime novers start up and nove slowly, then
accelerate very quickly towards the ball. They
turn in unison and raminto it on one side.

It is deflected, and bounces, just clearing the

j eep.
GEORGE
And Argentina scores an own
goal .
KEVI N
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G ad you see the funny side.
|’ ve got a Marsuit to clean

HARRY
Do we make a beautiful team or
what ?

GEORGE
Who' s that?

KEVI N
Harry and Pierre. | was
telling themthe other day
about formation driving. Now
| f they can handl e that, they
can handl e what ever they cone
across on Pavoni s Base.

The balls split open, revealing an assortnent
of cargo - nostly packed in containers, but
there is some heavy earth-noving equi pment
anongst the drop itens.

Kevin | ooks behind themto where the runaway
ball has finally come to a halt and defl at ed.
It’s a gigantic bulldozer, kited out for Mars
work with a pressurised cabin.

KEVI N
| was just about to say that
ball could roll over us and we
woul dn’t feel a thing, but
|’ ve changed nmy mind. Look at
t he nonster. How the hell did
they ever launch it?

GEORGE
Ford’ s Lunar division, if you
bel i eve the badge.

KEVI N
Run over by a bl oody bull dozer
built by the man in the noon.
G ve nme strength.

GEORGE
That’s cutting the road to
Pavoni s. Qur second base.

A MONTH LATER
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CONVOY ON ROAD TO PAVONI S DAYLI GHT

Four prime MOVERS in convoy travel the | ong
DUSTY ROAD across the featureless | andscape
headi ng South across the plain from d ynpus
Mons to Pavonis Mons.

Each Mover pulls a train of five TRAILERS
heavily | oaded with all the supplies for the
new Pavonis Base. The sun is | ow on the
hori zon, and | engtheni ng shadows bring on the
truck headlights. The convoy npbves to a stop.
Two people get out of each pressurised cab:
Dorot hy and Sinon, Karla and Harry, Kevin and
St even, George and Pierre.

Dorothy wal ks to the trailer behind her |ead
vehicle and touches a control. It is the
habitat trailer, linked by flexible tube to the
trailer behind - the workstations and nobile
gas plant contai ner.

The airlock opens, and a ranp slides down
maki ng access easy.

DOROTHY
Si non and Harry can do the
cooking tonight. 1’ m not

going to be stereotyped as the
cant een | ady.

STEVEN
But you do such a good j ob,
Ms. Teale.

GEORGE
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St even sighs
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And your job, don’t forget, is
to check the Gas Pl ant.

STEVEN
Right. The gas plant. No
met hane, no fuel, |ong wal k.

No airm x, we suffocate.
Ri ght. One gas plant check
com ng up.

He begins to wal k up the ranp.

GEORGE
And where do you think you' re
goi ng?

STEVEN
To check out the gas plant on
t he conputer.

GEORGE
Ch no you don’t. You clinb up
there and go over every joint
and val ve one by one and check
all the hoses manually.
Conmput er i ndeed.

STEVEN
That’ || take ages, and it’'s
getting dark.

GEORGE
|’d hate to be out on a night
li ke this changing hoses in
si xty bel ow.

do it now while it’s warm and
i ght enough to see.

He puts his hand on Steven’s shoul der

GEORGE
It’s our lives I'"mtrusting
you with, Steven. Do it
properly.
If I didn't trust you, |I'd do
it nmyself.
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MOBI LE HABI TAT KI TCHEN DI NI NG AREA EVENI NG

Dor ot hy hands out the m crowaved plastic neal
pl ates and sits down with her own.

DOROTHY
Coffee’s on in the pressure
cooker. Don't scald
your sel ves.

STEVEN
Great cooking, Ms. Teale.
You're a real whiz with the
m crowave oven

HARRY
you’' ve got to know how to
enter the tine.

STEVEN
It’s automatic. Scans the
| abel . Just put it in and
cl ose the door.

DOROTHY
Thanks, Stevie. And |I’'mlooking forward to see
how wel |l you can clean the inside of this
habitat with a bowl of soapy water and a few
old rags if it doesn’t work. Always check.

Pl ERRE
Apart from buil ding the base,
what are we doi ng here?

KEVI N
Long ternf

GEORGE
We're going to do sone
i ntensi ve geol ogi cal surveys.
| mean - Marsol ogical.
Satellites confirmthe
presence of Magnesi um and
copper. W' ve a processing
pl ant anong the crates that
can refine any ore bodies we
find.

SI MON
Where do we get the energy to
run that?
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GEORGE
Nucl ear reactor. W get heat
by breaking down the CO2 and
burning the carbon and oxygen.
The heat runs a thermal power
station, this conplex, and
produces netal ingots all in
the one hit. Neat, eh?

STEVEN
There’s an energy | oss
somewhere. Why not just nelt
the ore in an electric arc
furnace.

HARRY
We’'ve got to find the ore
first.

KEVI N
There, you' re | ooking at a
maj or i ndustrial conpl ex.
Takes up acres, weighs
mllions of tons.

DOROTHY
We’' || get there one day,
St eve.
Don’t worry.
Meanwhile, its all small scale
- backyard stuff. Leapfrog
t echnol ogy.

As they eat, George tells themthe task that

| i es ahead.
GEORGE

We' Il be using this habitat
for a few weeks, until the
base is built. Dozer digs the
trenches and we put the
sections in - they're like
flat sausages.

PAVONI S BASE CONSTRUCTI ON SI TE DAY

As George speaks, we see the base being built -
everyone at various tasks - digging the
trenches with nmachines, |aying out the |ong
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defl ated cylinders of plastic, inflating them
etc.

GEORGE (V. 0QO.)
We inflate the sections, then
ball ast themwith ramed nmud
floors - a mx of regolith and
water. That steans a bit when
it’s made. The walls are
filled with plastic foam It
sets in a day to rock hard.
Then when That’s all done, we
bury it. The hard part starts
after that.

A VI EW OF PAVONI S BASE FROM THE SUMM T OF PAVONI S
MONS

The construction is close to conpletion as nore
Prime novers arrive with new col oni sts.

PAVONI S BASE ASSEMBLY HALL NI GHT

The base has been conpl eted, and the colonists
who are to run it have assenbled for a

cel ebration party. There is a band made up of
the nost notley group of instrunents one could
I magi ne. The col oni sts have decided to wear
Western clothing - sone of it locally made.

Karl a and George are heavily involved in the
dances. Steven, Sinon, Harry, and the others
dance with new young col oni sts.

EXI T ROAD PAVONI S BASE DAY
The base stands in the background, finished.

The Pavonis Crew are seeing Dorothy off on her
way to return the bulk of the vehicles to

O ympus. The Prine Movers and trailers are
hitched together to make one huge road train.
She is to control it all fromthe front cab.

She gives Steven a quick hug across his
shoul ders, then enbraces Karl a.

DOROTHY
You | ook out for each other
now. 1’11 be thinking of you

all the tine when |’ m back at
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O ynpus. Keep the place
cl ean, Stevie boy.

STEVEN
|’ mgoing to m ss your
cooki ng, Auntie Dorothy.

KARLA
You take care now, Auntie.

Dorot hy nmounts the truck cabin and starts up.
The massive convoy begins its |ong journey
North to O ynpus Mons. As the dust settles,
Si non picks up a piece of the regolith, lying
on the ground.

SI MON
Hey, gquys, look at this.
Li chen.

The boys | ook at the rock in his hand. Then
St even spots anot her piece.

STEVEN
You're right, Sinmon. W
haven’t been here | ong enough
to growthis. Howdid it
happen?

HARRY
It’s probably a nutation from
spores floating about in the
at nosphere. W’ ve been using
water. It nust have hel ped
germ nate the stuff.

I NT CONTROL ROOM - PAVONI S BASE

This is a much smaller control room The Base
takes the formof two | arge squares, each lha
square, the walls of which are huge cylinders
buried in the regolith. A large plastic done
has been inflated over the square to forma
covered and pressurised quadrangle. This area
I's used as a hydroponics farm and for
recreation. It contains a grassed park with
smal | trees, gardens, a fountain, and

basket bal |l court.

The control roomon the corner of the square,
overl ooks this area. The teamis working on
various tasks. Steven is auto-controlling the
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LARGE BULLDOZER carving a road to the top of
Pavonis. Karla is checking weather statistics.
George is analyzing plans for extensions to the
base, and Sinon and Harry are checking a yell ow
staining on the | eaves of their strawberry
plants. Pierre is sorting out a problemwth
his face- mask.

Kevin, in his gold Marsuit is waiting for him
to kit up.

Pl ERRE
Hey George, do we have any
rubber O rings for face masks?

GEORGE
| think they' re still packed
away. Hang on.

He checks on the conputer

Cont ai ner 37B. We haven't got
to that yet.

Pl ERRE
| guess our trip up the crater
is off, Kevin. Unless you
want us to wear space suits.

KEVI N
Can't delay it Pierre. W
need to see if there are any
nore |ichen growths on
Pavonis. O ynpus wants
sanpl es.

KARLA
Borrow ny helnmet, Pierre. |
won’t be using it today.

Pl ERRE
Thanks.

He grabs Karla' s backpack and hel net fromthe
wal | hook. He | ooks at the col our schene and
shrugs.

| hate purple. Yeah, well
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He puts it on. Kevin checks the seal. Pierre
waves his prospector’s pick at them as he
| eaves with Kevin.

See you later, guys.

SI MON
Bring some gold back with you.
HARRY
VWhat good’s that, Sinon?
SI MON
It’s a useful industrial
met al .
STEVEN

Makes good el ectrical wre.

GEORGE
Ch, get out of here, you two.

Pierre and Kevin | eave through the airl ock.

KARLA

What’'s this “Gold” thing?
STEVEN

Well. It costs nmore to ship

it back to Earth than it’'s
wort h. So it's used for

useful stuff like circuits.
SI MON

or coating Marsuits to stop

radi ati on.

Not for wealth or noney.

HARRY
So when we say soneone’s “CGold
di gging”, we nean they're
doi ng sonething that m ght be
useful on Earth, but it’'s a
waste of time on Mars.

ON PAVONI S MONS' UPPER CALDERA RI M M D DAY
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Kevin and Pierre ride their notorcycles
(Modified with LOX tanks for Mars) up to the
rimof the crater. The floor of the crater is

t housands of feet below them Sixty Kiloneters
away, the other side of the crater rim stands
as a gigantic cliff wall. It is crystal clear -
not di nmed by at nospheric haze. They di snmount
and stand | ooki ng across in awe.

Pl ERRE
It’s beautiful. Mar s.

KEVI N (Joki ng)
No place on Earth like it.

(Quieter)

| know what you nean. Takes
your breath away.

Pl ERRE
We put the rotating cafe here,
Bus Park over there.

Donkey rides into the crater

Over there.
KEVI N
and stuff it up conpletely.
Pl ERRE
You think they will - ever?
KEVI N
It Il happen one day. W know
Mars can support an earthlike
at nosphere. It’s not hard to

get to. We can launch from
here easily - 18,000 klicks
escape velocity. Less to
orbit.

Pl ERRE
So what’s the problen?

KEVI N
One: Cost. Earth funds
everything. They ve got
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massi ve probl ems and hate
spendi ng the noney.

Two: Politics. We have to
use nucl ear power. A |lot of
peopl e hate that idea.

Three: Resistance. A lot of
peopl e don’t want Mars
terraformed. They want it
kept, as it is - an object of
pristine beauty in space.

Pl ERRE
Looki ng over this crater, |
can see why.

There is a muffled sharp cracking noise in the
di stance. Pierre’s facemask disintegrates.

Pl ERRE
AAaaar gh!

H s face swells outwards, blood pours fromhis
eyes, ears, and mouth. Hi s head starts to
swel |l and eyes protrude.

KEVI N
Shi t!

Kevin grabs his survival pod and zips it open.
He wraps Pierre init, and clinmbs in with him
cl oses the zipper and inflates it. It swells
to the size of a two nmetre sphere bul gi ng
tightly with pressure. Kevin begins to work
frantically on Pierre.

He reaches inside his pack and pulls out the
red and orange energency transponder, pulling
out the antennae to activate it.

| NT PAVONI S CONTROL ROOM DAY
Alarns go off on Karla s control board. Karla
noves swiftly to her chair and nonitors the

troubl e.

KARLA
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Emergency! We have an ACTUAL!
They’'re in trouble up there.

KEVI N ( FI LTERED)
Pavoni s control, cone in,
Pavoni s control.

GEORGE
Your signal is clear, Kevin.
Report.

NEI L ( FI LTERED)
d ynpus on standby.

KEVI N
Sudden de-pressurization on
Pierre’s helmet. | think he’'s

been shot, over.

GEORGE
The hell. Shot?

KEVI N
| had to get into the surviva
pod with him That means |’ m
trapped in here.

GEORGE
That’'s ten m nutes of air.

KEVI N
Air’s no problem W ve got
our backpacks.

George | ooks across to Steven and the others.

GEORGE
Steven, get the jeep fully
fuell ed and ready. Sinon and
Harry, get a spare hel net out
of storage...

Looks it up on his conputer term na

Cont ai ner 24 A

ON OLYMPUS BASE Al RFI ELD DAY

49

Neil and Joe are fully space-suited, A crewis
hel ping themclinb into a nodified HARRI ER- TYPE
JUMP JET. There is a blast of rocket power as

49
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it lifts off vertically, nmoves into
transl ati on, and hurtl es Sout hwards towards
Pavoni s.

PAVONI S CRATER RI' M LATER SAME DAY

The jeep with George, Steven, Sinon, and Harry
cones to a stop next to the nmotorcycles. They
jump out and race towards the Survival Pod.
Steven carries a spare hel net.

GEORGE
We're here, Kevin. W' IlIl have
to depressurize the pod to get
Pierre out. Steve s got a
spare hel met for him

KEVI N
No way, Ceorge. He won't take
two depressurizations. It’l]
kill him

"1l put ny helmet on him
Just be fast getting the spare
one onto ne.

GEORGE
| don’t want two casualti es.

it’s not on, Kevin!

KEVI N
If we don’t do it my way,
you' re going to have two
casual ti es.
We don’t have enough air in
here to get back to Pavonis.

Just get that helnet onto ne
f ast.

GEORGE
Hand it here, Steve. "Il do
it.

They get ready. Steve holds the zipper
fastener on the survival pod. Sinon and Harry
hol d t he backpack, and George has the hel met
ready.
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The zi pper
conpressed air

head bursts through the opening,
Bl ood starts to pour

CONEeS.
other orifices,
him seals it,

Kevin col |l apses onto the ground.
besi de hi m and goes through stabilisation with

t he back pack.

I NSI DE THE OLYMPUS BASE HOSPI TAL SECTI ON

Nei

is rel eased

Page

GEORGE

On the count of three,
Breat he right out -
shut. Hold your
Fi ngers on your

go when we start
hel met on.

Ready.
One!

Kev.
nmout h
nose.
eyebal | s. Let
to put the

Two! Thr ee!

and there is a puff of
as the contents bl ow out.

as George puts the helnet on
and turns on the pressure.

STEVEN
How i s he?

KEVI N
(Gaspi ng)
l"mright. 1711
See to Pierre.

be all right.

See to him

DAY

hi s eyes bandaged.

| ong break

NEI L
So when are the bandages
com ng off?

KEVI N
Two days. Joe says the eyes
are fine - nothing to worry
about. How s Pierre?

NEI L
Very sick. We thought we
m ght | ose himfor a while,
but he pulled through.

51

Kev' s
swelling as it
fromthe eyes and

George squats

| ooks in on Kevin who is lying in bed with

51
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He’'s | ost his eyes.

KEVI N
Oh, shit.
The poor little bastard.

Kevin puts his hand on Neil’s arm
Fi nd out who shot hinf?
NEI L
He wasn’t shot.

It was a tiny neteorite.

We recovered fragments from
the face-plate.

That sound you heard was the
rock breaking the sound
barrier as it cane in.

KEVI N
You're pulling ny chain. The
odds are ...

NEI L

Astronom cal? Mars is being
bormbarded all the tine.

At nosphere’s too thin to burn
themall up. You re both
lucky it was such a small one.

He presses a tiny stone into Kevin's hand.

| was al ways concerned about
t he concept of having children

in space. On Mars. |It’s so
danger ous.

KEVI N
We col oni sts al ways take our
children with us. [It’s what

makes us whol e peopl e.

Mars is a colony - not just an
experiment.

We knew it woul d be dangerous.
We were even prepared to | ose
sonme al ong the way.
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That’s the price of progress.

NEI L
Well it ... It hurts badly
when it’s sonmeone you know.

I NT PAVONI S CONTROL NI GHT

George is in his private office. He is
exam ning Pierre’ s helnet, marveling at the
danmage done to it. He inmagines Pierre s voice:

menory fl ash

Pierre is I ooking at the purple col ored hel net
before putting it on.

Pl ERRE
(V. O flashback)
| hate purple.
Yeah wel |l ...

See you | ater guys.

GEORGE' S WORKSTATI ON | N PAVONI S BASE

The workstation is a marvel of devel opnent.
Mars has cone a | ong way. Leapfrog technol ogy
I's hard at work. Robots work at a | athe turning
out small Gas Conpressors. A small assenbly
line is busy producing conpressed food bl ocks.

I n one corner, George works carefully on the
helmet, and with a pair of tweezers, picks up a
small metallic object - the remains of a
bullet. He is so intent on the object, that he
hasn’t noticed Karla entering behind him

She pl aces her hands on his shoul ders and | ooks
at the bullet.

KARLA
It was meant for ne, wasn't
it?

He puts the bullet down and hol ds onto her
hands, | eaning back to | ook up at her face.

GEORGE
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We think so. | was wonderi ng.
Do you know of any reason why
someone woul d want to kil

you?

KARLA
No.
|’ m scared, Ceorge.

Surely they could check on who
was where at the tine.

GEORGE
There are up to two hundred
peopl e scattered about Mars at
the noment. Prospecting,
surveying, Not all of them are
on official business.

Not all of them are being
nmoni tored. They keep their
clainms secret until they’ ve
been registered.

KARLA
And you can’t nonitor thenf

GEORGE
Bl ane privacy | egislation.
There’ s big noney to be nade
here, Karla. And | mean -
Billions. Successful
col oni zation of Mars is the
Key to the Sol ar System

Besi des, Mars Authority is
doing a | ot of surveying at
t he nmonment.

They’re not sitting on their
hands.

KARLA
| know all that. Low Gravity
means we can build space ships
here and | aunch t hem cheaply.

We can build nassive
structures that wouldn’t stand
up on Earth.
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Karl a hands George a food biscuit, and takes
one for herself. She nibbles on it
tentatively, then chews it and swal |l ows.

We can even make our own food
and rocket fuel from Carbon
di oxi de and hydrogen. Mars
has everythi ng we need.

GEORGE
It just has to be converted.
We build small things, and
these are used to build Iarger
units, and so on.

We're putting in the
infrastructure for the future.

They’ ve started the rail way
from A ynpus to Pavonis and
across to Gusev Crater. It’s
a ceramic track - made from
Martian soil.

W nelt it, formit, and |ay
it in one operation. Have you
been to Gusev yet?

KARLA
No.

GEORGE
They’ ve organi zed a student
excursion. | reckon we can

hitch a ride with them
EXT. GUSEV CRATER (SW OF OLYMPUS MONS)

A huge WNDM LL farm provi des power for GUSEV
TOWN, built on the old | akebed of Gusev Crater.
Its main purpose is to punp water from Gusev to
Pavoni s and O ynpus. The PIPES are heated by
wi nd- powered electricity turbines which march
off into the distance. A MONORAIL atop the

pi pes brings a tube train to a nonorail

station. A huge geodesic DOMVE encl oses part of
Gusev, soon to be an industrial town South of

t he Power Farm At the nmonent, it is enpty - a
huge dome of white plastic enclosing acres of
red sand.
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PATRI CI A, WALTER, CLARE, SAMUEL, BENJAM N,
MARI A, HENRI ETTA, BARRY, and CHRIS, are in a
school party visiting the site of the proposed
i ndustrial city. They are acconpani ed by Al DA
and STANLEY Walters, LAUREN, and SEAN. They
are all in Marsuits, some are covered with
copper or silver instead of gold. GEORGE and
KARLA are the last out, and they nove off to do
t heir own thing.

LAUREN
| want all of the children to
line up here

she organi zes everyone
while M. Walters tells you
what is happening here in
Gusev.

STANLEY
Thanks, Lauren.

He points around the done.

This is the | argest
pressurized done in the solar

system and will let one
t housand people live nearly
normal |ives on Mars.
Al the people here will be
wor ki ng to produce food for
the colonies, and sone will be
running the steel mlls and
factories.

PATRI CI A

Wy is it here?

LAUREN
Put your hand up if you want
to ask a question, Patricia.

STANLEY
Good i dea.
Well, Patricia, there' s lots

of underground water here.

Mars has | ots of everything
el se we need, but water is

pretty scarce.
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HENRI ETTA
VWhy don't. ..

He renenmbers and puts up his hand.

VWhy don't we get it fromthe
Nort h Pol e?

LAUREN
Does anyone know t he answer ?

Patricia

PATRI ClI A
Because it’s too cold and too
far away.

STANLEY
We're working on it though.
Once we can get that water,

there’ Il be nothing stopping
us.

MARI A
WIl we all be Martians then?
Qops! | forgot to put nmy hand
up.

Stanl ey sm | es indulgently.

STANLEY
| think we’re all Marti ans
now.
GUSEV AGRI CULTURAL STATI ON SAME TI ME

George and Karla are strolling through a | arge
field of vegetables within a |large white
pl astic dome tent. They are hol ding hands.
GEORGE
Well, what do you think?

They stop and face each other, then enbrace
each other, silhouetted against the soft
background of white plastic and waving crops.

Could you live in a place I|ike
t his?
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KARLA
And grow cabbages and ot her
little things?

GEORGE
Didn’t your parents ever tel
you that the cabbage story is
a nmyth?

KARLA
Do you want to tell me the
real story? Hmm?

GEORGE
We coul d get an apart nent
here, and tell each other
stories and grow cabbages and
t hi ngs.

KARLA
|”d | ove nothing nore than
that. What about Steven?

GEORGE
He’s a young man now. O d
enough to begin to | ook after
himself. He's sweet on Clare.

KARLA
And Maria, and Jennifer,
and. . .

| don’t really think we need
to tal k about them Let’s
just tal k about us.

EXT. SAND AND ROCK PLAIN SOUTH OF GUSEV CRATER DAY

A large prime nmover is crawming slowy over the
plain. As it conmes closer we see it is being
driven by Steven, with Harry and Sinon as
passengers. On the trailer is a habitat

nmodul e, drilling rig, and punping station.

| NTERI OR PRI ME MOVER

The boys are in Marsuits. Harry and Sinon are
| ooking at a map that is folded in front of
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them Sinon | ooks at the MPS unit and hits it
gently.
STEVEN
Don’t do that.

SI MON
It hasn’t changed nmuch for the
| ast few m nutes.

STEVEN
Guys, I'mdriving slowy - or
hadn’t you noticed?

HARRY
| think we have noticed that,
Stevie the Wonder boy. You
are driving very slowy.

SI MON
It’s a flat plain, for Mars
sake. | nmean - it’s not as if
we're going to stake a tire or
anyt hi ng.

STEVEN

It’s the “Or anything” that
worries mne.
OK 1'lIl give it the herbs.

EXTERI OR SHOT OF PRI ME MOVER

It accelerates across the plain, hurling a dust
cl oud behind it.

SI MON
Now we’ re goi ng sonmewhere.

There is a |l oud protesting noise fromthe

engi ne, and suddenly, severe vibration. Steven
slams the clutch home and the Prime Mover
coasts to a stop.

STEVEN
And now we’'re not.

Goi ng anywhere, | nean.
Si non,

VWhere are we, anyway?
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HARRY
(Consults the MPS.)
Fifteen point 12 South and One
hundred and Ei ghty-five point
two degrees west
by courtesy of the Mars
Positioning Satellites.

SI MON
Does that nmean anything to
you?

HARRY

No, but it sounds good.

STEVEN
Sout h Sout h West of Gusev
Crater. And a bloody |ong
wal k home. In fact, it’s out
of wal ki ng range.

Start up the generator, Harry.
We'll let them know we’ ve
st opped.

Harry fiddles with the controls. There is a
gri ndi ng sound, then nothing.

HARRY
uh, oh.

STEVEN
Suits checked. Let’'s take a
| ook.

They open the cabin door and exit the cab,
| andi ng softly onto the Martian surface.

OUTSI DE THE PRI ME MOVER DAY

A | arge steam ng puddl e of what | ooks to be

bl ue water is spreading over the floor of the
desert around the prinme nover and trailers.
There is a sudden “klunk” and a spray of liquid
oxygen fountains froma tank. The boys nobve
qui ckly away fromthe Prine Mover as the spray
covers the cabin and the habitat.

SI MON
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Did you check the connections
to the Lox tank, Harry?

HARRY
(Def ensi vel y)
Yes | did, Sinple Sinon.

STEVEN
Cut it out, you two.
And don’'t step in that stuff.
It Il freeze you solid.

Now we can’t get into the
cabin or the habitat.

HARRY
| know. | know

S| MON
We know

HARRY
But there’s one thing we don’t
know.

How are we going to get out of
this ness?

STEVEN
We can’t do anything until the
LOX evaporates. That'Il take
about an hour. Maybe nore. |

say we have a | ook around
while we’'re waiting.

We' re supposed to be
surveyi ng, anyway.

They check out their backpacks and nove off
together, |leaving the Prine Mover stranded in
the desert behind them

We see the sil houette of the Prinme Mover as the
sky darkens in the West, High blow ng dust, and
hi gh, thin, frosty clouds, give Mars a
beautiful red sunset.

i ntercut:
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PAVONI S CONTROL AND OLYMPUS CONTROL NI GHT
Karla is on the phone to Neil at O ynpus.

She is a bit worried that Steven has m ssed his
check call.

KARLA
| know.

We' re supposed to give them
two m ssed check-calls before
we start a Search And Rescue.

That’s my brother out there.

NEI L
Those boys are experienced,
Karl a.

There isn’t nuch we can do
until norning, anyway. What'’'s
t he weat her doi ng down there?

KARLA
Bl owi ng dust - and that’s
anot her thing. W could be in
for a large dust storm

NEI L
That could be interfering with
their radio traffic. You know
how hard it is when there's a
| arge dust storm 1’|l do a
satellite check of their area.

And 1’11 get Gordon onto
preparing sonme vehicles, just
in case they mss their

m dni ght cal |

KARLA
Thanks, Neil. Over and out.
She hangs up the phone.
I N OLYMPUS BASE CONTROL ROOM NI GHT
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Pierre turns fromhis chair at the
communi cati ons console. He wears dark

sungl asses to cover his scarred eyes, nore for
cosneti c purposes than anything el se.

Beside his chair is his white folding cane.

He turns to give Neil his report - not so nuch
to see him but so that Neil can hear him
better.

Pl ERRE
No novenent on that frequency,
commander. It’s not that
they’'re trying to get through
- there is no signal at all

NEI L
Keep listening, Pierre.
Record anything you get.

We can filter it later.

Pl ERRE
It’s quarter past twelve, Sir.

NEI L
| know. Gve it until
m dni ght at Twelve thirty -
ei ght .

They watch the clock. W see the digital
nunmbers nove to twelve thirty eight, (M dnight
on Mars) then zero.

Neil purses his lips tightly. They sit waiting
for a while, and the phone rings. Neil picks
it up.

NEI L
No cont act ?

Pl ERRE
| ve got nothing as well, sir.

NEI L
(Puts the phone down in
resignation.)
Pierre. Log the tinme for
commencenent of Search and
Rescue efforts at Zero hundred
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hours, 25th of Ganynmede, Year
Mtwel ve.

Wake the team up, Gordon.
We’'re going to Gusev.

Qur arrival Ten a.m | ocal
tinme.

I NSI DE A DEEP CAVE | N VALLEY WALL. NI GHT

The walls of the cavern are |it by a gl ow ng
plastic ball, a FIELD SURVI VAL POD, about two
metres in diameter. It is frosted over inside,
but a hand w pes the condensation away and

Si non | ooks out through the wi ndow he has made.

A sandstorm rages outside, but the cave is
fairly good protection.

I NSI DE THE SURVI VAL PCD NI GHT

Steven, Harry, and Sinobn are shivering with
cold. They have curled up together in a tight
ball to share warnth.

HARRY
Whoever designed these suits
didn’'t have nighttinme in m nd.

SI MON
They’ re daywear, stupid.

STEVEN
It’s a hundred bel ow, outside,
and we haven’'t turned into
Popsi cl es yet,
So ... Stop conplaining.

HARRY
If you re happy and you know
it, clap your hands...

SI MON
Stop it!

STEVEN
Hey, guys. G ve us a break
Try to get sone sl eep.
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Harry is playing with a large clear cubic rock
crystal about 6cm across

HARRY
| bet we could invent sone
kind of dice game with this.
How s our air supply, Steven?

STEVEN
It’'s working fine.
We’' ve got at |east twelve
hours.
Stop worrying. The truck’s
not going to nove over night.

SI MON
Not wi t hout oxygen, it’s not.

parked prime nover with trailers. ni ght

The cabin |lights have cone on with the
darkening of night, to reveal w ndswept sand
has al ready clinbed hal fway up the w ndows.
The | arge dune is noving, and the Prine nover
and trailers are rapidly di sappearing beneath
t he sand.

SANDY PLAI N WHERE PRI ME MOVER | S BURRI ED
MORNI NG

The boys are standing on the top of a sand
dune, looking for the prinme nover and trailers.
They are conpl etely banmboozl ed by the changed
appearance of the marrain and the fact that the
vehi cl e has vani shed.

STEVEN
|’ m sure we parked it here

SI VON
We’ ve conme to the wong pl ace,
Steven. The truck is South of
her e.

HARRY
This doesn’t even | ook like
where we parked it.

SI MON
| think we're | ost.
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Lost in Space.

STEVEN
Sinon, |'"mnot in the nood.
The MP.S. says ... this is

where we were yesterday.

SI MON
Sonmebody stole it?

HARRY
| can see where the truck is.
But nobody nove. Do Not go
towards it.

The sand several netres in front of themis
bei ng di sturbed by an uprush of air. The

i qui d oxygen,

is bubbling towards the surface.
It’s |ike quicksand.

If you step on it, you’l
si nk.

STEVEN
Shit. The stormburied it.
That must be gas fromthe
t ank. Now what will we do?

SI MON
| think this is as good a tinme
as any to call for help. Use
t he emergency beacon.

He pulls it from his pack and depl oys the

ant ennae.

STEVEN
They won’t be able to get here
in one hour.

NEI L ( FI LTERED)
We have contact, Expl orer
Five. This is Search and
Rescue One, Over.

At the sound of this contact, the boys cheer
| oudly and dance about on the sand.

P: 66
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They turn around and see the junp jet
in silently towards their

It doesn’t seem | oud,
in the thin air

travel well

INT. NEILS OFFI CE OLYMPUS BASE

George and Nei |
across his desk. It

ar gunent ,

Page 67

STEVEN
Contact confirmed SAR One.
Contact confirmed. We are in
need of assistance. What is
your position? Over.

SI MON
I f you d bother to | ook behind
you, Oh Great Leader, He's
comng in right up your tail

rocketing
posi tion

because Sound doesn’t
of Mars.

LATER

are having a thundering row
is their first rea

GEORGE
There is no way |’ m having any
charges brought agai nst those
boys.

What happened coul d have
happened to anyone, and you
know it.

NEI L
No

| don’t know it.

VWhat the hell were they doing
down there in the first place?
And where were you? Not with
t hem

GEORGE
It was a routine geol ogi cal

survey. They’ ve done four
simlar patrols before -
wi t hout i ncident.

NEI L
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This couldn’t have cone at a
worse tinme. The publicity on
Earth over this one

i nci dent. ..

Three young boys | ost on a
hostile planet. \Wile doing
adul t’ s worKk.

You’ ve got no idea of the sort
of pressure being put on us.

Senat or Jones wants to cl ose
Mars down. Reduce it to a
research base.

GEORGE
That’s your worry, isn't it?
Senator Jones and his Mars
Wat chdog Conmittee

They know not hi ng about Mars.
Everything here is different.

NEI L
They don’t see it that way.
To them Mars is an outpost of
Eart h.

Ki ds shoul d be in school. We
shoul d have duty of care. And
on, and on, and on.

GEORGE
They had a mal function, got
out of the truck to inspect
it, couldn't get at the
problemright away so went to
do a bit of surveying and got
caught in a sandstorm

So they took shelter and
waited it out - thereby
m ssing two call-ins, which
triggered Search and Rescue.

Hey!

The system wor ked.

They were retrieved in perfect
heal t h.

The truck has been recovered.
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There is no need for all this
drama. We have nearly a
hundred children on Mars.

Most of the ol der ones do
useful work. It’s necessary.

As for Senator Jones. Tell him
that Mars really is a
frontier. Earth rules don't
apply here. Children have to
wor k al ongsi de their parents
as well as go to school and

| earn how to stay alive.

I NSI DE STEVEN' S ROOM ON OLYMPUS BASE LATER

It’s very roony, bright and cheerful, wth
posters on the wall, photographs, sonme nodels
he has made out of nmetal. It has a certain
regi nented quality about it, but on Mars,
tidiness is a way of life. Qut si de, we see
the Red Desert fade into the distance through a
thick glass window. on the wall hangs a

coll ection of helnmets, and a space suit in an
open cupboard next to a yell ow evacuation
notice. Marsuits hang on hooks in a tall boy.
Controls on the wall contain |ight swtches,
air-conditioning, airmx nozzle, and survival
pod bag, recharging backpack. It’'s a
teenager’s room but Mars is always present.
Steven is norosely watching his video-screen -
an old conmedy. Kevin looks in on him

KEVI N
Mnd if | pay a visit?

STEVEN
(Shrugs)
Come in if you want.

KEVI N
Just thought you'd like to
know we’ ve finished the
repairs on your survey
vehi cl e.

We got all the sand out of the
Airplant then threw it away
anyhow. You’ ve got a new one.
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STEVEN
VWhat caused the breakdown?

KEVI N
Faulty connecting ring. |If you
were in space suits, you could
have replaced it.

STEVEN
Well we weren' t, were wel

We were in Marsuits and you
can’t handle |iquid oxygen in
Marsuits. We couldn’t even
get back into the truck

We went for a walk.
What were we supposed to do?

Frack!
KEVI N
Hey. Cool down, little buddy.

It’s me you're tal king to.

STEVEN
It’s so unfair.

Nobody cares about what we did
out there.

We found an aquifer. We found

chromumtraces. | brought
back sanples and positions for
everyt hi ng.

He waves his hand towards his desk where
sanples are set out neatly in rows, each
sitting on a | abel.

Kevin | ooks over the sanples. Suddenly, he
does a doubl e take and picks up the red cubic
rock crystal fromanong its clear conpanions.

KEVI N
Ah. Steven.
Do you know what this is?

STEVEN
Sone kind of rock crystal. |
pi cked it up because it’s got
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Kevin picks it
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a funny cubic shape. Clear
isn"t it. | thought it m ght
be flourite, but it’'s too
hard. It isn’'t a dog’s tooth
li ke quartz. |’ve never seen
anything |ike that before -
not even in Dad s sanples.

up and holds it to the |ight.

It is quite large
He picks up a loupe from Steven’s tool kit and
exam nes the stone.

Steven gets up fromhis arnchair

KEVI N

|’d be very surprised if your
Dad woul d have one of these
speci mens |ying about in his
rock collection, Steve. He
m ght have a small rough one,
but not a perfect cube |ike
this.

to Kevin, interested.

STEVEN
There are |lots nore where this
one canme from That’s why we
went into the cave - to have a
better | ook. | thought it
m ght be a smashed hel net or
sonet hi ng.

He peers at the rock as Kevin | ooks at him and
gives hima funny little smle.

Do you know what it is?

KEVIN

( Al nost whispers )

About a billion dollars worth
of dianond, Steven, ny | ad.
They take different formns.
Hardly ever ever found as a
perfect cube, but that’s the
structure of carbon crystals.
And this one is so big, it’s
beyond bel i ef.

STEVEN
Am | rich?

71

and wal ks over

1
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KEVI N
Not if you found it on conpany
tinme.
But if you put it away, and
don’t say anything ...

"1l keep mum and sone tine in
the near future, we can both
go out there and | ook for sone

nor e.
STEVEN
Oh - there's plenty nore. Not
all cubes.
| brought back a bag full of
t hem
KEVI N

| can see |I'’mgoing to have to
educate you about the dianond
trade, Steve.

He noves over to the door and closes it so they
can’t be overheard. It hisses shut, and we
hear his voice continue:

We don’t want plenty nore. W
want a few good ones, and the
rest crushed down into useful
grindi ng paste. You see -
what mekes di anonds so
precious, is - their rarity.

| NT. THE COVMANDER S OFFI CE OLYMPUS BASE
DAY

Steven stands at alert in front of Neil’'s desk.
He is wearing formal khaki dress uniform -
shirt with epaul ettes, trousers, black shoes,
and sonme insignia. Neil is quizzing him about
t he breakdown.

NEI L
After you found the aquifer,
you noved across the plain in
a Southerly direction?

STEVEN
Yes, sir.
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NEI L
And the truck suddenly
stall ed.

STEVEN
Well - not really. You see,
opened it up a bit - to give
it a bit of a workout. Sinon
and Harry were becom ng
irritated at the slow rate of
travel. So was |

NEI L
Across terrain that hadn’t
been reconnoitered, and that
m ght have had | arge rocks or
hi dden gutters.

STEVEN
Visibility was very good, and
we started to npve across sand
at the base of sonme dunes.

| thought it was safe.

NEI L
Are you easily |led, Steven?

STEVEN
Led?

| m not sure what you nean,
Sir.

NEI L
Yes. Led into doing silly
t hings by the taunts of
ot hers.

STEVEN
Not usually. But

maybe this once.

Nei | reaches under his desk and pulls out a
“Bl ack Box” recorder.

NEI L
|’ mglad you admtted fault.
It saved ne having to squeeze



"COLONISTS” O Geoff O'Callaghan Page 74

the truth out of you |ike
t oot hpaste from a tube.

As it happens, the mechani cal
failure was due to a faulty

seal - and not your speed. So
you can ease up on the qguilt.
Just renmenber - it was a

stupid thing to do.

STEVEN
Yes, Sir.
NEI L
Si x strokes for stupidity,
Steven. It won't go on your

record. This is just between
us, and when it’s all over, we
won't refer to the matter
agai n.

He takes his cane fromthe cupboard.

That set of pips on your
epaul ette makes you an
officer. You have rank.
Don't hesitate to use it next
time some snot nose tries to
mani pul ate you.

Touch your toes.

| NT. CONTROL CABI N GUSEV CRATER STEEL M LL DAY

A huge bucket of nolten nmetal pours into a |ong
moul d.

Karla is operating the automated controls from
i nsi de her control cabin.

George i s supervising.

GEORGE
We need to keep the pour
smooth so it doesn’t create
bubbl es or inconsi stencies.
Just i magi ne you' re pouring
custard into a noul d.

KARLA
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That’ s sexi st, George.

GEORGE
| neant it to be. | was
hoping to turn this
conversation around to nore
donmestic matters. Including
sex.

KARLA
"Il put the ladle in its
cradl e, and we can be as
donestic as you like.

The pour has finished, and Karla returns the
giant ladle to its resting position. The netal
i ngots steam and glow a brilliant gol den hue
as they lie cooling in their beds of sand.

As it happens, | make very
good custard. Even if Martian
eggs cone from gi ant wor ns,
and m |k cones from pl ants.

The custard tastes just fine.

Saturday night, seven p.m

You'll have to share it with
St even.

GEORGE
Dam | thought we’ d be al one.

He noves in behind her and takes her hands,
gets confortable, and puts his chin over her
shoul der. She is enjoying it.

KARLA
You w sh.
He's at a | ose end now they’ve
st opped anyone under fifteen
from working adult jobs.
Monday he starts high
school i ng back at O ynpus.

GEORGE
Wel | .
At | east he won’t be trashing
trucks all over the surface of
Mar s.
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Karla turns around, and they kiss lightly as
t hey talk.

KARLA
He enjoyed it.

It wasn’t work to him
It was a gl ori ous gane.

GEORGE
Wor k can be very pl easurable.
Hm So he’s going to be one
bored little brat now.

KARLA
No. He' s taken up a new
hobby.

Lapi dary.
He col |l ects rocks.

Takes after his father.

I N STEVEN' S WORKROOM SOVEWHERE ON OLYMPUS BASE

Kevin is admring a conputer graphic of the
cuts required for a perfect Brilliant. Steven
wor ks steadily at the keyboard. They are
wearing work overalls over their Marsuits.

KEVI N
Now you’ re sure you' ve got al
t he sequences right? Double
check.

STEVEN
| have doubl e checked.

OK 1'll triple check
Satisfied?

KEVI N
Let’s give it a whirl.

The faceting nmachine begins to work, and a
robotic machine is cutting the dianond. Lasers
and grinding wheels get to work, and they stand
wat chi ng t hrough dark gl asses, their faces
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being lit by brilliant shafts of color
emanating fromthe machi ne.

STEVEN
Just i magi ne doing this by
hand.

KEVI N

No other way in tinmes past.

The machine finally stops. There is a tiny
tinkling sound, and the robotic hand pl aces a
perfect large brilliant onto a cushi oned
surface.

STEVEN
Ww. Look at that sparkle.

KEVI N
Now that is the product we
send to Earth. Value adding,
St eve.
There’s no point in sending
raw stones - they’ve got
pl enty of them But this ...
i's sonething el se.

PHOBOS STATION I N ORBI T ROUND MARS LATER

The | atest interplanetary ferry, the “ORl ON
docks with Phobos station. Because it is a
fast ship, many of the passengers are not under
hi bernati on. Anmong them are ADM NI STRATOR
HARDI NG, Fortyi sh, authoritarian, arrogant.

Hs Wfe ALI SSA, wannabe, thirty sonething,

bl ue rinse, and his son ORMONDE, si xteen,
overwei ght and overbearing. The party, in
space suits, noves down the access tunnel to
where they are being net by Gordon Rogers.

| NT. LOUNGE PHOBOS STATI ON. LATER

Harding’s famly, still in space suits, but
w t hout hel mets or backpacks, is being
officially greeted by the Mars Del egates.

Gordon fusses about, introducing various
peopl e.

GORDON
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You’' || soon get used to these
magneti ¢ boots, M. Harding.
There’s no gravity to speak of
up here. This is your |anding
shuttle pilot, George Peters.

HARDI NG
Pl eased to neet you, M.
Peters. | hope you' Il give us

a snooth ri de down.

GEORGE
Al ways do ny best, Sir.

It's going to be a bit
different having a civilian
governor on Mars.

HARDI NG
|’ m sure things will be very
di fferent from now on.

| understand that M.
Gordschsky is going mning in
his retirenment.

GORDON
And this is our chaplain,

Fat her Sean O Nei l .
AL| SSA

| didn’t know our budget went
as far as providing mnisters

of the cloth, M. ONeil. O
do you work for God for
not hi ng?

SEAN
Most of the tinme, |I'm an
engi neer.

| work for the church on
Sundays for ninety five weeks
a year.

ORMONDE
Yeah. 1’ve heard there’'s a
really weird cal endar up here.

SEAN
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Ch it’s not that bad. Days
are a bit |longer, but with

el ectronic clocks, it's no
problem Just renenber that
at Twelve thirty-nine, it’s

m dni ght and the clock returns
to zero. Ten extra nonths are
nanmed after the outer noons
and Copernicus. They're
thirty days each. The extra
twenty-one days are the three
weeks of Perihelion. Happens
nearly every two Earth Years

- at Perihelion.

HARDI NG
Got all that, Son?

ORMONDE
| think so, Father.
In fact, we were briefed,
renenmber ?

He catches Gordon’s eye and the nmmj or nakes
hand signals pointing to his watch.

GEORGE
Ch, |I’ve just been rem nded.
We embark in about half an
hour, | adies and gentl enen, so

if you don't mind, 1'd like to
get everyone prepped for
descent .

| NT. MONORAI L FROM OLYMPUS TO GUSEV NI GHT

The wi ndows are bl ackened - there is nothing to
see at night. The ride is snooth enough, al ong
a concrete track. Steven is returning fromthe
Canteen car, when he spots Neil gazing vacantly
into the darkness. His startled reflection is
noticed, and Neil turns his head.

NEI L
Ah.  Young Master Jones. Quo
vadi s?
STEVEN
Ad Gusev.
NEI L
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You’'re very quick tonight.

STEVEN
Yes, commander. | try to be.

NEI L
Have a seat, ny young friend.
And not so rmuch of the
“commander” busi ness. | have
retired.

STEVEN
Was that ny fault?

NEI L
No. That was a stormin a
t eacup, Steven. No, they
retired me because the bean
counters on Earth want Mars to
make nmoney. They’re not
content with settl enment,
growt h, and eventual
terraformng. It’'s all too
slow for them They want it
all now. Yesterday if
possi bl e.

Steven sits gingerly next to Neil.

Nei | opens his
of sandwi ches.

| see you renmenber our | ast
conversation.

STEVEN
Oh that. No. |’ve just got a
| unpy pack. |I’mstaying with
my Sister for the weekend.

carryall and hands Steven a pack

NEI L
Eat up. We've a long way to

go.

STEVEN
Sir, nobody |ikes what's
happened to you. The Mars
Aut hority didn't even have the
decency to tell you until
Har di ng was three days out of
pl anetfall.
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NEI L
A | ot of people on Mars were
happy to see ne go, Steven. |
told the Authority that 1'd be
happy to retire on Mars.

They don’t have to pay for ny
return, so they’re happy.

Your father and | used to go
prospecting. Sonmewhere out
there, is the richest dianond
mne in the Solar System He
was going to tell nme where it
was. Wanted to keep it a
surprise for when he returned.

STEVEN
So that’s why Kevin and Sean
wanted the diary. They wanted
to see where he’d been, so
they could find the di anond

m ne.
NEI L
They qui zzed you?
STEVEN
Yes. I was able to tell them

- there is no diary. Lauren
got access to his stuff.
Karla and | went through
everyt hing he owned. No
diary. Sorry.

NEI L
Ch, no worries, Steven. There
are lots of other things on
Mars. After all, there’'s
i ndustrial dianmond by the ton.
No, what | want to discover is
a decent copper mne, or a
large Nitrate deposit. Near an
Aqui fer, if possible.

STEVEN
You' re sure about that, Sir?

NEI L
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|’ msure. How old are you
now?

STEVEN
Nearly fifteen. |’ve been on
Mars for two years. Earth
Years. Doesn’'t seemthat
| ong.

NEI L
Woul d you consi der yourself to
be - fromEarth, or from Mars.

[’11 put it another way,
Steven. Are you an Earthling
or a Martian?

STEVEN
| guess I'ma Martian,
Commander. If it ever cones
to a choice. Oh, by the way
Try Ravi Valis for
Ni trates.

Neil throws his head back and | aughs heartily.

NEI L
You're sharp, boy. You're
i ke your father.

STEVEN
You don't really want to find
a di anond m ne, do you, Sir?

Sean says it would ruin
everything. There'd be a

di amond rush. Mars woul d be
pol | uted and overcrowded in no
time.

He al so says that if Earth is
anything to go by, the | ast
thing Mars needs is to be
terraf orned.

Ri ght ?
NEI L

Sean and his friends are very
passionate in their views.
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May | ask you ..
VWho tried to kill Karla?
NEI L
| think soneone saw her as a
threat. | had to stop that

percepti on.

| had to prove to everyone
that there was no diary.

No di ary, no di anonds, no
probl em for the col ony.

STEVEN
Earth wants to change things.
Do you have sone sort of
resi stance group. or what?

NEI L

No. There’s nothing formal.
No group. Just a general
feeling anong the col oni sts,
especially the mners and
farmers. They don’'t want to
hand Mars over to the Milti -
nati onal s.

Drink? 1t's coffee.

Neil takes a plastic cup and a thernos bottle
fromthe carryall. He pours it full for Stev

and drinks fromthe bottle cap.

STEVEN
Thank you. What about
Har di ng?

He's a nulti-national.
s he a problemfor the
col oni sts?

NEI L
You know Har di ng brought his
own police force with hinf
They came in hibernation
capsul es.

STEVEN

83

en

St even dri nks.

83
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They’'re a | ong way away, The
Mars Aut hority.

ON TRAIN TO GUSEV. DAY LATER

St even stands | ooking through the wi ndow at the
| evel stony plain flashing past. He hears
Nei |l " s voi ce.

NEI L’ S VO CE
Peopl e are going to die.
They’re going to die of
stupidity. | ran a tight
ship. He' s going to |l oosen it
all up. Denocracy, red tape,
comm ttees, reasonabl eness.

Prom se ne one thing, Steven.
Stick to the old ways. Keep
you pod cl ose and your
survival cylinder full.

I N CHALLENGER MEMORI AL HI GH SCHOOL OLYMPUS MONS
DAY

Wearing Marsuits, Sinon, Harry, Barry and Chris
are wal king down a corridor towards their
classroom They pass Ornonde and his ol der
cronies, BILLY, MKE, and NORMAN (All ol der
teens) who are in casual clothes, wthout
Marsuits, helnmets, pods or cylinders.

ORMONDE
Well, look at the little
Martians. Hey, guys, what are
those for? Condons?

He indicates the survival pods - small pouches
on the boys’ belts, next to their cylinders.

SI MON
Get out of our face, Ornopnde.
You know what these are for.

He pulls his helnet clear as one of the boys
tries to grab it.

ORMONDE
Ch, so tough.
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He reaches forward quickly and flips Sinon’s
pod pouch open. The plastic pod flies out and
inflates automatically to its ready position,
just as Ms. Janice Frost (Thirtyish school
maam conmes past with students in tow

JANI CE
What ' s goi ng on here?
Ornonde, are you pushing your
wei ght around?

ORMONDE
No, M's. Frost.

We're just helping this kid
put his condom back into his
pants.

She wal ks off in disgust.

Si non deflates the bag, and with Harry, Barry
and Chris, wal ks off, |eaving Ornonde, Billy,
M ke and Norman and other friends to | augh
anong t hensel ves.

SI MON
That’'s typical. W get four
strokes if we don't carry
these. Where do they think
t hey are?

HARRY
We don’t get strokes.
Not any nore. Ms. Teale said
t hey’ re thinking of banning
Marsuits at school

She says it causes too nany
di f ferences. Marti ans and
others. She also told ne to
al ways keep it with ne - just
in case.

They enter their classroom- a bright, airy
roomw th a magnificent view down the flank of
Oympus. Mss Frost is waiting for them

MRS. FROST
| want everyone to sit down
and pay attention, please. W
have some new policies to
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explain to you, so settle
down.

The ol der boys nove in to the back of the
classroom Ornonde is still very much in
charge of his group. He listens with sone
cynicismto her, as she introduces JACK

GARDI NER, their new school principal, balding,
approaching md forties. Oficious, but

efficient.
MRS FROST
M. Gardiner is our new
princi pal .

The Mars Authority wants all
children to attend school,

i nstead of adhering to the old
Wrk - School policy. M.
Gar di ner ?

JACK
Just in case the boys down the
back don’t understand, we do
have discipline here.
Do you understand, Master
Har di ng?

ORMONDE
Sure thing. Carry on, teach.

JACK
But because we’'re such a small
school, we don’'t need
oppressive formality.
We’ ve decided to introduce a
progressive discipline policy.
The barbaric use of the cane
is a thing of the past.
However, if you do not behave,
we w |l put you through the
school ' s disciplinary process.

As he speaks on, Ornmond gives a m schievous nod
to his friends. He produces a small plastic
bottle, and puts something in it, then rolls it
al ong the floor into a corner.

Now t his school building has a
fine safety record, so we
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don’t think it’s necessary to
wear those cunbersone Marsuits
at school. It causes too nuch
feeling of division, and those
metal cylinders are totally
unnecessary.

There is a whiff of sonmething unpleasant in the
air.

There is nore of a danger that

soneone m ght m s-use one in

sol ving personal conflict, or
sniff ... sniff

Rotten egg gas? |s soneone
bei ng stupid?

The students start coughing and spluttering as
t he gas perneates the room Sinon, Harry, and
the other Marsuited students take their safety
cylinders out and breathe through them The
gas intensifies, and a couple of students
col | apse, choki ng.

SI MON
They don’t know what to do.
GAS DRI LL!

HARRY

SUl TUP!

The nore experienced Mars kids deploy their
face-masks and attach their survival cylinders.
Chris hits the emergency wall button, punching
in the glass face and pressing the red alert
siren.

Pandenoni um breaks | oose as the H2S gas over-
reacts in the thinner air pressure. Normally,
on Earth, it would be a harm ess prank. Harry
pi cks up one girl and stuffs her into his
Survival Pod. Chris packs Jack Gardi ner and
Jani ce Frost into pods that the other Marsuited
chil dren have deployed. The roomis rapidly
filled with pods. Chris rescues Ornonde, who
I's going blue. His joke has backfired badly.

BARRY
All secure, Sinopn?

SI MON
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They’'re all packed up safe and
sound.

BARRY
Depressuri zi ng cl assroom now!

There is a hiss of escaping gas, and the

cl assroom wi ndow swi ngs up. The rotten egg gas
di sperses. Sinon notices the bottle on the
floor and grabs hold of it. The boys are
examning it as the adult rescue team burst
into the room One of the nen grabs the bottle
from Si non’ s hand.

RESCUER
VWhat' s this?

The bottle fizzes furiously in his hand.

You' d better have a very good
expl anati on, boy.

OLYMPUS CONTROL ROOMS HARDI NGS OFFI CE NEXT DAY

Si non and the other boys are “on the mat”.
Harding is trying to contain his fury. Lauren
and Dorothy are in the room as responsible
adults while the boys are adnoni shed.

HARDI NG
| am m ndful of the fact, that
this stunt was neant as a
j oke, and you did retrieve the
situation by your rescue
efforts.

Now we can’t prove you did it.
And none of you is man enough
to confess.

So be it. But don't expect any
t hanks. You nerely nade the
best of a bad situation

A situation that you caused.

| am sure of that. And |
won't forget it.

SI MON
Pl ease, Sir. W honestly
didn't do it.
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CHRI S
No, Sir.

Hardi ng turns his back on them

HARDI NG
Get them out of here.
From now on, Children are not
to wear Marsuits inside the
pressurized buildings. |It’'s
bad for nmorale. And they can
restrict their nmovenents to
public areas |ike the canteen,
recreation hall, dormtories,
and school roomns.

Lauren and Dorot hy, who have been sitting in
t he background, rise and signal the boys to
| eave with them

CANTEEN AREA - OLYMPUS BASE LATER

Sinon, Harry, Chris, and Barry are in their
favorite cubicle with Patricia, Garry, and

Ant hony. They are indulging in their favorite
snacks. Ornonde and his gang: Billy, M ke, and
Nor man enter the canteen and saunter past.
There is no gratitude in Ornmonde’ s manner

what soever.

ORMONDE
Wel | . Look where the rats
pack.

It’s all a bit much for Sinon, who junps up,
fists at the ready.
SI MON
You want a go then?

DOROTHY
Hey! None of that in here!
"1l have security onto the
| ot of you.

She fronts up to Ornonde, hands on hi ps.
Li sten, young man.

Mars is still a very snall
pl ace.
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There’s no room for anything
but getting along with each
ot her.

You may be relying on him one
day.

Ornonde changes his attitude with a false
di splay of friendliness. He puts his fists
down, and backs away, brushing his hair out of

his eyes.
ORMONDE
You're right, Ms. Teale.
Actually, | was going to

suggest that we bury the
hatchet and try to make
friends. W' Il just sit in
this cubicle here next to them
and tal k over our future good
rel ati onshi ps.

Sinmon sits back in his seat.

Dorot hy | ooks a bit suspicious, but as they
aren’t really fighting, she goes back behind
the counter to attend to the chores.

ORMONDE ( SOFTLY)
So it’s you or nme, Sinple
Si mon?

What do you say? Five rounds
and may the best man wi n?

Of course, |I’'m older, bigger
and heavier, but 1’1l bet
you're quite handy.

SI MON
Fighting is strictly agai nst
regul ati ons.

ORMONDE
But a nonment ago...

SI MON
That was a nmistake. A flash
of tenper.

ORMONDE
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| should have known. Chook
chook chook chook chook chook

SI MON
But seeing, as you're so keen.

Narme the tinme and pl ace.

HARRY

Don’t, Sinon.
PATRI CI A

Go on, Sinmon. You'll beat
hi m
He hasn’t even got his Mars
Legs yet.

SI MON

Ti me and pl ace.

ORMONDE
The big cargo bay in one hour.

It shuts down after Five

O cl ock. We'll have it all to
our sel ves.
| NSI DE THE LARGE CARGO BAY QUARTER TO FI VE

Ormonde, Billy, Mke, and Norman enter the huge
cargo bay. They are inpressed by the huge
outer pressure door that |oonms |ike a great
guardian to one end of the bay. Billy goes to
put his safety tag into the inner airlock door,
but Ornonde stops him

ORMONDE
They’ || see we’'re in here,
Stupid. Here. Grab these
pai nt sprays - one each. Boy
are they in for a surprise.
This stuff won’t conme off for
days. Now. \Where can we
hi de.

BI LLY
There’s a tractor over there.
They’' re putting new wi ndows
into the pressure cabin.
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M KE
We can call them over, and
when they get here, Kaboomnl

SECURI TY TUNNEL ON WAY TO CARGO BAY FI' VE O CLOCK

Si mon, Harry, Anthony, Henrietta, Garry, Barry,
Chris and Patricia start to wal k down the
tunnel. They are sneaking past the nen's’
staffroom when one of the workers spots them

An off duty policeman, still in uniform calls
out .

MARS COP
And where do you all think
you’' re goi ng?

SI MON
Ah. Just taking a wal k.

HARRY
Yeah. There aren’t many
pl aces to go around here.

MARS COP
Well this area is strictly off
limts to any kids.
Are any of your friends
t hi nking of com ng down here?

ANTHONY
We were going to nmeet Ornonde
and his friends in the Cargo
Bay. For a ball gane.

WATCHMAN
You’' re supposed to use the
recreation hall for that sort
of thing.

I’11 go and check the airlock
to see if any kids are hangi ng
about down there.

We’' ve got a road train com ng
in from Pavonis in a few
m nut es.
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I NNER DOOR AREA OF CARGO BAY WATCHVAN CHECKS

He | ooks at the door controls, which are clear
of safety tags, touches a switch and closes it.
It shuts with a hiss.

WATCHMAN
No tags. All clear.

MARS COP
Right, you lot. Hop it. Buzz
off. Get lost.

If | see you hangi ng about
down here, you'll all be in
heaps of trouble. You m ght
have had the run of the place
bef ore now, but tinmes have
changed. W' re all safety
conscious. There will be no
accidents to children under
this adm nistration.

FLASH OF | NTERI OR CARGO BAY

Saxons and sirens sound as outer cargo door
opens to admt the huge road train.

There are expl osions of paint over the tractor
- green, yellow, and blue, as the spray cans
explode. Also, aliquid red that sprays on

t hen bubbl es away.

KARLA® S APPARTMENT, GUSEV BASE. DAYS LATER

Karl a has prepared a sunptuous neal for George
and her young guests, Sinon and Harry. She is
cutting Steven’s hair. Steven | ooks at the
table with surprise as Karla snips away with
Vacuum shears.

In the background, the NEWS is being broadcast.
St even pays sone attention to it, and sone to
Karl a.

NEWSREADER
The board of the Mars
Aut hority today voted
overwhel m ngly to sell al
Martian M ning Concessions to
an I nternational Consortium of
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Earth Based Conpani es.
Privatization of all of Mars’
resources will be in the |ong
terminterest of the planet,
Senat or Thor man sai d.

KARLA
That the way you like it?
Short ?

STEVEN
Yes. It doesn’t itch in the
hel met .

Is that a real chicken, or
pl astic?

KARLA
Real. And it cost a mnt.
You' d better enjoy it, because
| can’t afford another for a
| ong whil e.

STEVEN
(I NDI CATI NG TV SET )
There goes ny dream of owni ng
a mning conpany.

George enters fromthe kitchen wi th anot her

tray of food.

He puts it on the table.

HARRY
Exile. | think I can wear it.
What do you say, Sinon

SI MON
Ch definitely. 1’1l take
exil e any day.

Steven gets up fromthe chair and inspects
himself in a mrror. He |ooks approvingly,
then joins the others at the table.

They settle down to eat and talk.

NEWSREADER
Up to now, prospectors and
f ossi ckers have been able to
peg deposits and claimthem
| ocal ly.
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Al'l such m ning operations
will be illegal under the
terms of the new agreenent
between Mars Civilian

Admi ni stration, and the Mars
Aut hority.

Qutside, the Sun sets brilliantly in the West
giving a magnificent view through the main

wi ndow.

The new agreenment is the
result of the Hardi ng Report
prepared by the current Mars
Adm ni strator, Gall ant

Har di ng.
STEVEN
The mners will never all ow
t hat .
(to Sinon)
So, | m ssed the excitenent.

Pity about Ornonde, though.
Even if he was a first class
di ck head.

It’s what Neil said on the
monor ai | . “There’' || be
deat hs.”

| didn’t believe him- thought
it was a lot of hot air from
an angry old man.

HARRY
They had a nice service. All
of us school kids went.

SI MON
We wore our Marsuits.

KARLA
You didn't. Oh, that was
cruel .

STEVEN
No it wasn't.
It was ... a pointed gesture.

95
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If they’d been wearing them
or had safety pods, they'd
have been all right.

GEORGE
Actually, it’s very sad.
Their famly cane all this
way, only to have their ol dest
boy killed in a silly
acci dent.

KARLA
| used to hate Lauren and
Neil. They were so severe.
Renmenber ? She caned me for
being late to a safety | esson.

You don’t get a second chance
on Mars. You can’t send a
corpse to its room or counse
it, or sit it on the naughty

chair.
HARRY

Hey! W' re being norbid.
S| MON

Yes. Let’s have a bit of

cheer ful .

The outer door chinme rings. Steven waves his
video renpte at the TV and | ooks at the video
for a surveillance picture. 1It’s Kevin and
Nei | .

STEVEN ( MUTTERS)
VWhat an unlikely pair.

He waves the rempte at the door, and it slides
open.

Enter. | know you’'re not good
| ooki ng.

Kevin and Neil enter. The door slides cl osed
behi nd t hem

KEVI N
s this an awkward ti me?

NEI L
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We coul d come back | ater, but
we’ ve got sonet hing very
important to tell you all.

KARLA
(Getting up to neet them
No, that’'s fine. Sit here

and join us. Can | get you
gentl emen a drink?

KEVI N
That woul d be great.
We canme to wel cone the boys to
Gusev.
Heard they were with you.

Kevin takes a scanner out of his pocket and
scans the walls and ceiling, putting his finger
to his mouth as he does so. They watch his
antics in surprise as he noves around the room

NEI L
You know how word travels fast
in the colony.

Kevin puts the scanner away.

KEVI N
All clear. | didn't think
t hey’ d bot her buggi ng you,
There hasn’t been tine.

KARLA
You' re both spooking us. Sit
down and cone cl ean

She sets steam ng cups of coffee on the table,

So. VWhat’'s the problen?

KEVI N
Gal | ant Harding. Since the
death of his son, he’s begun
to act... irrationally.

STEVEN
Li ke selling out all the
m ners was rational ?

NEI L
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That too. His senior police
of ficer, an honest man, handed
in a report on Ornonde’s

deat h.

That report said that O nopnde
and his friends entered the
Docki ng Bay on their own, with
pressuri zed paint cans they
had stolen fromthe Q Store

Their prints were everywhere.

KEVI N
Al so, that they found bottles
in Ornmonde’ s room cont ai ni ng
iron sulfide. The bottles
mat ched the one used in
gassing the classroom

HARRY
So it proves the gassing
wasn't us. It was Ornonde.
GEORGE

Ornmonde was an arrogant thug.
They shoul d never have all owed
hi m on Mars.

SI MON
Didn’'t they do personality
tests on hinP

NEI L
Har di ng accepted the report.
O seened to at first. He

knows his son was no angel
The problemis, it takes a
great man to admt when he’'s
been wrong.

STEVEN
Don't tell nme. 1’1l guess.
Harding isn’t a great man.

NEI L
Patricia, Anthony, Chris,
Henrietta, Pierre, Garry, and
Barry have been arrested.
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A group of Harding' s police is
on its way here for Sinon,
Harry, Steve, and Karl a.

KARLA
Us? But we haven't been at
a ynpus for weeks.

VWhy woul d he want to arrest
us?

NEI L
He’s followi ng a nuch nastier
agenda. He wants to create
trouble, so Earth can put in
enforcers. Subdue the col ony
while it’s still weak. You're
the fall guys.

SI MON
How? And why does it involve
us?

NEI L

You’' re just orphans. He

t hi nks you don’t have famly
ties, so won't be supported by
t he col oni st s.

He can |ie about you, Monster
you, Bastardize you. \Whatever

he wants.
KARLA
Go on. Tell us the lies.
NEI L
Well, it seens you re all part

of a gigantic conspiracy to
wreck the Mars Terraformng
Proj ect.

You're all supposed to be nad
with rage over what happened
to your parents on the

“Mayflower”. A group of young
Psychotics, deranged by
trauma.

We can’t protect you if you're
in custody. W want you to
di sappear for a while, until
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t hi s nonsense bl ows over.
Fortunately, we have a few
hours of | eeway. There s a
problemw th the train.

He pats his nose know ngly.

Fi ni sh your nmeal, guys, and
t hen pack what ever you need
for a long holiday in the
desert. We'll help you

They finish eating, and get up fromthe table
to start packing their gear into haversacks as
t he conversation continues. Karla puts the
di shes into the sink, but doesn’'t wash them
She grabs sone tins of food fromthe cupboard.

GEORGE
That’ s horseshit.
He’'s totally crazy.

Simon and Harry go to their room and get into
their Marsuits. Their luggage hasn't really
been unpacked, so their job is easy. They help
Steve and Karla get their gear ready.

KEVI N
Of course he is. But he’s
constructed the case. In his

grief over the loss of his
son, he’'s targeting anyone
who’ s given him affront.

| ndi cates the food.

That’s all we need. W’ ve got
a cache of food. And sone
out si de hel p.

NEI L
And that’s a | ot of people.
VWhen | was retired, there was
a | ot of resentnent agai nst
t he Hardings. Ms Harding had
dreans of being the First Lady
of Mars.

KEVI N
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Ms. Harding s been snubbed
very gently ever since she
arrived.

Al'l their social life has been
spent closed in anpng

t henmsel ves, with the police
famlies and a few of the late
arrival s.

It’s becone a cl osed society
of them agai nst us.

It’s no wonder they’ re al

par anoi d.

NEI L
Sean’s waiting belowwith a
truck.
He’s setting out to visit
outlying mners’ canps.

He' Il take you to one of the
m ni ng col oni es where you can
all lie | ow

OUTSI DE THE CRATER COMPOUND DARK NI GHT

The four children are helped into the trailer
habi tat behind the well-worn Prime Mover that’s
become such a familiar part of their lives on
Mars. Sean nmakes sure they are all secure and
conf ortabl e.

KARLA

The church has its uses.
NEI L

More than you' Il ever know.

They’' Il all be right with you,
Sean.

SEAN
We have these little talks in
Latin over a secure satellite
networ k that not nmany people
know about .
You’ ve scranbl ed the MPS,
Nei | ?

NEI L
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As the doctor ordered.
There' || be no satellite
surveill ance or overflights
for forty-eight hours.

| couldn’t do nore than that.

KEVI N
And as it happens, the Junp
Jets are all undergoi ng mmj or
mai nt enance - sand probl ens.
(He grins) It’s a bl oody
nui sance, all this sand.

Sean cl oses the habitat door and starts the
Prime Mover. He drives slowy out of Gusev and
into the desert night. Neil waves briefly,

t hen | ooks at Kevin and George.

NEI L
The irony of it all is that
t he conspiracy that Gall ant
Har di ng only imagined, is
coming to life all around him

Vell, we've | ooked after the
children. | suggest we nake
oursel ves scarce and start to
organi ze the resistance.

THE WALTERS APPARTMENT ON OLYMPUS BASE
NI GHT

Walter, Clare, Sanuel, Benjam n and Maria, are
dressed in their Marsuits and w apped in wool en
bl ankets for extra warnth.

Stanl ey, Aida, Lauren, and Dorothy, all in
simlar suits, shepherd them al ong a passage
towards an outer airlock.

LAUREN
This is exciting, isn't it.
We're all sneaking out for a
ni ght picnic, and we have to
nove quietly.

MARI A ( WHI SPERS)
We' re not stupid, Lauren.

DOROTHY
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Then you know why we’re novi ng
quietly, don’t you. Right.
Helmets on. Stan’s going to
secure this passage.

As they help each other to helnet, Stan goes to
a wall control unit and opens it. W see that
he is changing the local gas m xture - to pure
Ni trogen. He closes the panel and gives the

t humbs up signal. They nove towards the
airlock door.

Suddenly, four of Hardings guards appear.
They are all arned.
1ST GUARD
Right. Hold it right there.
You're all under arrest.

The ot her guards nmove forward and grab Stan’s
arnms. Suddenly, one of them goes catatonic and
falls to the ground.

The others react with surprise, but collapse
one after the other.

MARI A
(Hol ding up her safety
cylinder)
If in doubt, pull it out.
WALTER

But they aren’t wearing their
saf ety cylinders.

STANLEY
Don’t worry about them |’
trigger the safety al arm when

we’'ve left. Then I’lIl jamthe
outer airlock door open.
That’ || buy us half an hour,

at | east.

They exit the base through the airlock door.

MAI N ROAD TO PAVONI S OQUTSI DE OLYMPUS BASE
LATER

The col oni sts have assenbl ed a group of
pressuri zed buses to take the children and many
of the civilians to safety. Janice Frost and
Jack Gardiner are in control of two of the | ead
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buses. Two armed col onists take position on
each bus roof. The busses begin to nove off.
Al that is left is a large group of stern nen,
all of whom are well armed.

STANLEY
They’' re out of the way now.
Let’s begin to close this base
down. Just renenber - no
per manent damage. Cut
communi cations first.

There is a sharp expl osion, and the huge

ant ennae pol e expl odes, crashing to the ground
slowmy. Various satellite dishes begin to
expl ode.

Then bl ow all outer airlock
doors.

Anot her series of explosions erupts around the
O ynpus Base. The outer airlock doors, big and
smal |, are bl asted free.

Stan | ooks at a large container full of Space
Suits and Marsuits conplete with helnmets. He
sm | es.

STAN
This is a mghty good
coll ection of bad weat her
garnments, Gentlenen. | mght
say it’s a bit difficult to
wal k outside without them

GENERAL LAUGHTER

STAN
Transport, water,

The nonorail |ink and water pipeline explodes
with a blast, cutting out at |east a hundred
metres fromthe |ink.

Food,
There is no explosion. W follow his gesture
and see that the plastic donmes over the

hydr oponi cs plant have been renoved.
Everything is frozen solid.
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And Air.

The atnmospheric plant’s lights die. They
flicker for a noment, and then there is a great
cl oud of vapor that squirts fromthe main

st ack.

And as we have all the
transport, | suggest that we
man t hese vehicles and depart
for Pavonis.

The great convoy of vehicles - all the |and
transport fromthe base - nobves out along the
hi ghway. As they reach the airstrip, the
squadron of Junp Jets blasts off and heads
Sout h East.

LAST OUT, TURN OFF ALL THE LI GHTS.

Stan holds up a renote control and pushes the
red button. The main transformer in the Power
Farm bl ows, and the lights on O ynpus Base go
out .

I NT LIVING QUARTERS COPPER PROSPECT M NE DAY
Steven, Karla, Sinon and harry are sitting in
the recreation area with their new found m ner
friends, | RONSTONE BOB (venerable old m ner)
and NUGGET (Just as ol d),watching the TV news
fromEarth. Ohers are present, watching the
news, or playing eight ball - a strange ganme in
Martian gravity.

NEWS READER
Sabot eurs on Mars have made a
maj or attack on the main
col ony, O ynpus Base,
destroyi ng essenti al
infrastructure, and taking
whol e fam |ies hostage.
At noon today, The C E. O of
the Mars Authority, Doctor
Karansky met with the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Security Council.
A State of Enmergency has been
announced on the Red Pl anet.
Marines fromthe Sol ar Defense
Corps are at O ynpus Base and
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are said to be in control of
t he situati on.

STEVEN
How did Marines get there so
fast?

KARANSKY (ON TV)
We are determ ned not to allow
radi cal elenments to gain
control of Mars. It is far
too inmportant for the
devel opnent of the Sol ar
Systemto allowit to fall
i nto ot her hands.

| RONSTONE
They’ ve been fed all the
bul I shit that Harding could
make up. He’s behind al
this.

HARRY
Surely the resistance can
broadcast the truth from
somewher e.

NUGGET
And cop an imedi ate strike
fromorbit every tinme we try.
Besi des - they’ re not
listening to us. Harding has
their ear.
If only we could put our side
of things fairly, we m ght
have a chance.

KARANSKY
Today, | appealed to any
di ssatisfied el ements on Mars
to come forward with their
grievances and use negoti ation
to overcone any difficulties.
We can settle problens in a
civilized manner.

Sean brings a fresh pot of steam ng coffee over
to the group watching the telecast. He sits in
with them

NEWS CASTER
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We received a nore detailed
account this norning froma
former deputy commander Gordon
Rogers.

Gordon appears tired and wi thdrawn. He speaks
woodenly, but as the transm ssion is broken up,
it isn't easy to assess the truth of what he

has sai d.

GORDON
Former commander Nei
Gordschsky, who has recruited
ot her mal contents from his
former staff, is |leading the
terrorists. He has influenced
ol der teenage nenbers of a
group, known |l ocally as the
“Mayfl ower Orphans”.

Picture of Steven, Karla, Sinon and Harry.

NEWS CASTER
These children were wi thout
support, and very vul nerabl e.
They were kept away from
schooling and contact with
ot her base fam lies while they
were secretly being
i ndoctrinated into a cult
based on conspiracy theories,
fal se patriotismfor Mars, and
the ridicul ous idea that,
sonehow, Mars could attain
i ndependent nation status.

Fortunately, younger nenbers
of the “Mayfl ower Orphans” do
not appear to have been

i ndoctri nat ed.

Pi cture of Gordon, Patricia, Henrietta, Barry,

Garry, Pierre,

and sm ling.

Ant hony, and Chris wavi ng Fl ags

STEVEN
That’ s i npossible. There's no
way they could all support
Har di ng.
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It’s all a set - up. It nust
be.

SEAN
There’s no Way Gordon woul d
broadcast like that if he
weren't being forced in sone
way.

I NSI DE DETENTI ON AREA, OLYMPUS BASE. FLASHBACK

Ant hony is strapped down on a nedical Gurney so
he can’t nmove. Hi s head is unsupported, |ying
off the gurney so it falls backwards. He tries
to hold it up to relieve the disconfort of

bl ood rushing into his head, but can only do so
for a small while. Major KRONNER (Sinister, in
Mlitary uniform) stands behind his head. He
| ooks over to Gordon and the younger orphans:
Henrietta, Garry, Barry, Chris, Patricia, and
Pierre.

KRONNER
It is so sinple.
Not a mark on him boys and
girls. No beating, no pulling
of fingernails. Just a pain
in the neck which becones
agoni zing after a few hours.

GORDON
"Il see you hanged Kronner.
KRONNER
| believe I'll bury you first.
You have the choice, Mjor

Rogers.
Make the broadcast, or

"1l walk out and | eave him
here.

ANTHONY
Don't do it, Major...

Kronner puts his hand on Anthony’s head and
pushes it down firmy. Anthony begins to cough
and splutter.

GORDON
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Kronner sm | es.

Page 109

Al right. Just don’t pick on

the boy. Let himup. 1’'IIl do
it. We'll all help you make
your silly broadcast. Just

| et him go.

He drags a chair over, and

supports Anthony’s head on it.

KRONNER
So reasonabl e, Gordon. And |
didn’t have to torture him at
all. Just denonstrate the
possibilities.
The fact is, you re not even
sure what side you're on, are
you?

GORDON
You' re hel ping nme make up ny
m nd.

GARRY
We're not helping that rotten
Har di ng, and that’s final.

Gordon squats down in the cell and gathers the
children around him so they can |isten.

GORDON
If we don’t help, Kronner wl|
hurt Anthony. You don’t want
that, do you?

PATRI CI A
But that will help Earth.

GORDON
Honey, we’'re not at war with
Earth. These are sonme bad nen
wanting to hurt Mars and
Earth. People on Earth w |l
find out the truth sooner or
| ater.

He gets up and wal ks to the bars so he can talk

to Kronner.

Kronner, | eave ne alone with
the kids for a while, so | can

P: 109



"COLONISTS” O Geoff O'Callaghan Page 110

talk theminto hel ping you.
G ve me about half an hour.

Kronner thinks about it.

KRONNER
Very well. I'Il just help
things along a bit. Wile
you're all deciding.

He pulls the chair out from under Anthony’'s
head, smles at them and | eaves the room

ANTHONY
It’s starting to hurt |ike
hel | .

GORDON

| know it does, Anthony. Bear
up while I tell the kids what
to do.

| NT. M NI NG CAMP CURRENT TI ME
tel evision screen of children waving fl ags

NEWSCASTER
And we | eave you now, with
t hose brave little Martian
children, cheering on our
forces, as they endeavor to
cl ean out the nest of
terrorists on Mars.

| RONSTONE
Are we recording this, Nugget?

NUGGET
Sure are. \Wy?

Anot her program comes on, and Nugget re-w nds
the disc to the segnment containing Gordon.

| RONSTONE
No.
Show Gordon and the kids
wavi ng the fl ags.
VWhat do you see?

NUGGET
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They seem spont aneous enough.
Al smles.
Don’t seem under pressure.
| RONSTONE
The semaphore, man. Read the
semaphore. Go back
They all watch as the nmessage cones through.

| RONSTONE
Bul I shit. Bullshit Bullshit.

M NERS LAUGHTER

The boys, Sean, and the m ners take up the
chant:

Bul | shi t! Bul | shi t!
Bul | shi t!

AV
et

But with their next message, the mners stop
chanting and becone very quiet.

Rt d
ai &y

Steven | ooks up at Sean and Nugget.

STEVEN
What does it say?

| RONSTONE
It says,

“HELP. HELP. ” They’'re in
troubl e.

I NT. CANTEEN COLONI AL DEFENCE FORCE CAMP SAME TI ME
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Neil, Kevin, and a tough group of Col oni al
Sol diers are watching the TV as it happens.
Some mlitary activity in the background.

KEVI N
Useful thing, semaphore. |If
you’' re out of chat range. The
m ners on Mars are experts.
Everyone should learn it.

NEI L
Troubl e is, nobody on Earth
uses it any nore.

Good try, Gordon.

KEVI N
We have to try to rescue him
and the children. W’ ve
enough nen here to | ead a good
raid.

NEI L

Take on trained narines?
There’s no way that could
wor K. It’d be a massacre.
Besi des, that would be a
Decl aration of War agai nst
Earth. We couldn’t w n,
Kevi n.

KEVI N
Then what are we going to do?

NEI L
See if a very small group of
us can get inside O ynpus Base
and carry out a small surgical
strike.

I NSI DE PHOBOS SPACE STATI ON LATER

Gal l ant Harding is conferring with Major
Kronner. They are observing satellite
observations of Infrared tracks across Mars.

As well as the nonitors they are observing,

ot her Space Marine officers are floating about
in the background doi ng associ ated t asks.
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MORGAN
Wth this equipnment,
| can | ocate al nbst anyone on
t he surface by their heat
signature, M. Harding.

HARDI NG
Do you have recordings of the
movenents of vehicles over the
| ast few days, conmander?

MORGAN
We haven’t been recording that
sort of Data, because it
hasn’t been necessary until
NOw.

HARDI NG
Now - it seems that it is
necessary. Please nmake the
arrangenents, Col onel.
| believe these terrorists
have a | arge base sonmewhere on
Mars, and | wish to find it,
and destroy it.

MORGAN
How can you deci de who is just
a col oni st going about his
| awf ul business, and who is a
terrorist?

HARDI NG
Al l prospecting and m ning has
been outl awed. There shoul d be
very little novenent on the

surface.
Some around farm ng areas.
| shall institute a system of

movenent permts, coordi nated
t hrough this station.

If we don’t know about a
nmovenment, then it’s probably
t he rebels.

MORGAN
Rebel s? | thought we were
dealing with Terrorists, M.

Har di ng.
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HARDI NG
Don't split hairs with ne,
Col onel. I was prom sed full

cooperation fromyou and your
men. You are effectively
under nmy conmand.

MORGAN
My orders are that | amto
cooperate with you fully, in
restoring order to Mars, M.
Har di ng.
| don’t have carte bl anche,
and neither do you. The
safety of civilians is ny
primary responsibility. Wthin

the | aw,
HARDI NG
The aw. Well, of course, we

must obey the | aw.
It’s those who don't obey it
that worry ne.

Those who try to render the
Maj or Base on Mars inoperable
by sabotaging vital operating
equi prment .

Those who hide the fugitives
t hat murdered nmy son.

| want them found.

| want them brought to
justice.

And | want them puni shed.

M NI NG CAMP VWEST OF GUSEV CRATER DAY

Stan Walters has joined the mning canp with
sonme of the refugees. Walter, Clare, Sanuel,
Benjam n and Maria are being bedded down in a
far corner by Aida. Steven, Sinon, Harry,
Sean, and the mners are discussing the | atest
news.

STANLEY
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It didn't take the Marines
long to fix Aynmpus. Just a
day’s work, really.

SEAN
You held themup for that day.
That’ s the inportant thing.
You say Harding’s up on
Phobos.

STEVEN
He must be scared.

STANLEY
Took the first avail able
flight up. A chap called
Maj or Kronner is in charge of
surface operations. Right
nasty bit of work, | can tell
you.

There is a disturbance outside of the canteen
hall, and two m ners enter, escorting two
Marsuited figures. The air steans around them
as they approach the table. The nmen take their
facemasks off, revealing Neil and Kevin.

There are handshakes and hugs all around as the
two nen are wel coned.

SEAN
Wel come, Commander, and Kevi n.
How was your journey?

NEI L
A bit rough towards the end.
We had to walk. They' re
traci ng vehicul ar novenents
with Infra-red i maging. |
didn’t want to give the
canpsite away.

NUGGET
How do you know all this,
Commander ?

NEI L
Let’s just say | have eyes and
ears everywhere.

He | ooks at their somewhat cynical faces
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Ch, all right.

| set up the surveillance
network two years ago.

| ve al ways known what’ s goi ng
on.

That’ s what conmanders do.

| RONSTONE
You’' re forgiven.
Under the circunstances.

NEI L

We need to coordi nate our
efforts. That’'s why |’ ve
organi zed a neeting of senior
colonists fromall over Mars.
We want to send Earth and the
Mars Authority a clear nessage
that we didn't conme all this
way with our famlies, in
order to be pushed around.

KEVI N
We're not a slave |abor force
for Earth’ s Industrialists.
What we want, is economc
i ndependence.

NUGGET
They sit in their offices,
sticking pins in the map of
Mars, saying ‘This is ours,
this is ours’, when it’s not.

NEI L
A lot of those conpanies
invested in Mars. They expect
a fair return.

NUGGET
Nobody’ s arguing about a fair
return. We're arguing for a
fair slice of the cake.

NEI L
|’ ve invited Col onel G eenway
to neet with the col onists at
Pavonis. W' Il set up an
el ected adm nistration to
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govern the colony. W should
have had it fromthe

begi nning. Mars shouldn’t be
run by Governnment Departnents.

| RONSTONE
VWhat about mners’ rights?
NEI L
They’' Il have to be recognized,

t 0o.

Mning is the key to

devel oping Mars. The | arge
conpani es can process the ore
once it’s been found and

m ned. That way, everyone
saves noney.

STEVEN
VWhat about Plan B. [If things
don’t work out?

NEI L
Steven, | want you, Sinon, and
Harry to prepare sonmewhere for
the colonists to go, in case
t hi ngs go wong. \What about
your gigantic cave.

NUGGET
What cave?

STEVEN
We found it in the desert. It
used to be an aquifer, but it
drai ned out, wearing away huge
caves in the process.
It’s a natural underground
base, if we ever have to use
it. How do we get there
undet ect ed?

KEVI N
A bit at atine. Sensors wll
detect one vehicle nmoving in
t he area, but won’t make much
of it. We make up one huge
road train with lots of life
support systens.
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At the drop off point, the
pri me nover stops for ten

m nutes to di sengage, and then
drives on over a false trail

SI MON
And the next sand storm buries
the trailers. Great idea.

NEI L
We need a safe place for our
fam | ies.

We'll call it The Sanctuary

STEVEN
Why not call it * Sherwood *
you know, |ike Robin Hood and
his OQutlaws. They all hid out
i n Sherwood Forest.

NEI L
‘Sherwood* it is then.
MONORAI L  STATION PAVONI S BASE A W\EEK
LATER
The nonorail, full of marine troops, arrives at

Pavonis station to a | arge wel cone by the
colonists, all waving Earth Flags. The train
I's escorted by troops in other vehicles

travel ling alongside. Colonel G eenway alights
fromthe vehicle to be met by a contingent of
col oni st s.

STANLEY
Wel come to Pavonis, Colonel.
|’m Stanley Walters, and this
is Doctor Joe Pine, our
Medi cal Superintendent. The
col oni sts have voted for him
to be our representative
during these talks.

GREENVAY
Tal ks. | didn’t know there
was nmuch to tal k about, M.
Wal ters. |"mhere to restore
| aw and order to Mars. We'l
mai nly tal k about that.
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He pointedly refuses to acknow edge Joe, who
has proffered his hand. Joe shrugs with both
hands, and then puts them away.

He turns to his officers.

GREENVAY
Secure this base. Make sure
nobody tries to | eave. Renpbve
any arnms you find, also
confiscate all space suits and
Mar suits.

To Joe and St an:

Until the situation is
clarified, everyone is to
consi der thensel ves under
house arrest.

To the col oni sts:

Return to your hones or
dormtories. W'IIl call you
when we want to interview you.
Until then, anyone outside of
their accommdation units wl|
be in breach of curfew and
liable to be shot.

Under st ood?

JOE
On behal f of the colonists, |
protest. These strong arm
tactics
GREENVAY
Arrest this man, Captain. In

fact, arrest both of them

Joe and Stan hold their hands up in surrender.
It is the signal. There is a distant sharp

Hi sssss! as a small rocket flies upward,

det onating a nagnesium fl are hi gh overhead.

The marines react quickly, diving for cover, as
the colonists also drop to the ground. The
nonorail towards O ynpus disintegrates with a
roar. Then the rail towards Gusev. The

At nosphere M ne expl odes, taking with it the

G eenhouse Conpl ex, Water supply, Power
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station, and Conmuni cations. Then the
bui | di ngs expl ode, one after the other. It is a
far nore destructive action than the one that
tenmporarily disabled O ynmpus. Pavonis has been
virtually destroyed.

A long silence while the snoke and dust clears.

JOE
We're just a bunch of old fart
t echni ci ans who stayed behi nd
out of a m sgui ded sense of
| oyal ty, Col onel.
Looks Ii ke you' re king of

not hi ng.

GREENVAY
We have supplies for a hundred
days.

JOE
And after that?

I'm sure even your small brain can
work out the fact that a thousand

STANLEY

*

The col onists grow their own
f nnd

wat er and air.
They make their own fuel.
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You boys have come equi pped
for war, not for survival.
Now you can treat us like
shit, Greenway, or you can
tal k.

The Ball’s in your court.

GREENVAY
Lock all the colonists in the
train. 1'll talk to them when
"' m good and ready.

ON LANDI NG FI ELD, OLYMPUS BASE SAME

TI ME

The gigantic manti s-shaped shuttle is being
re-fuell ed by space mari nes. Unseen by the
peri neter guards, Neil, Kevin, Sean,
Nugget, and |Ironstone are observing their

movenent s.

NEI L
The access tunnel to the base is used
to service the Methane and Oxygen

pipes.

It's got crawl space for technicians.
| wasn't expecting them to be
refueling.

KEVI N
We'll just have to wait,
Commander .

Hol d on.
Look there.

A bus drives along the Landing strip from

O ympus Base.

It stops, and several guards in

Marsuits get out.
They unl oad a group of prisoners.

Gordon, Patricia, Henrietta, Barry, Grry,
Pierre, Anthony, and Chris are all in space
suits. They walk to the shuttle with their
escorts, carrying their packs with them

NEI L
They’' re being transferred to
Phobos.

121
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KEVI N
That nmeans they’re being
shi pped back to Earth.

NEI L
No. They won’t. They’ ||
never nmake it.

In fact, | doubt if they’ Il
even make it to Phobos.

KEVI N
So what do we do?

NEI L
Take them now. When it’s
| east expect ed.

KEVI N
That neans ...

NEI L
We have to shoot the guards.

He sets to work, cutting the security wire
fence with hand-snips. The nmen with himready
their rifles. As they sneak through, Kevin
gets Neil’s attention:

KEVI N
We’ ve got a wind com ng up,
Commander .
Nei|l | ooks out at the whirling sand storm
appr oachi ng.
NEI L
We' Il nove in under cover of

the dust. Stand by.

Looks like we won't need to

t ake anyone out after all.

We' Il use tranquilizing darts
i nst ead.

They swap weapons - replaci ng handguns with
dart tipped arrows.

NEAR SHUTTLE

Patricia is standi ng near Roger.
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She pokes himin the side and he | ooks down at
her .

She switches off her radio and tal ks helnmet to
hel met .

GORDON
What is it?
PATRI Cl A
Don’t | ook now, but watch ny

hand.

She points carefully, and Roger turns to see
five Marsuited figures in Earth Force colours
| eaning into the wi nd approaching them through
t he dust.

The nmen fan out and mngle with the guards and
Refuellers. There is a brief scuffle, Taken
by surprise, the guards go down. However,
sirens go off, alerting base security to
troubl e.

NEI L
We got your nessage, Major.
Sorry to be | ate.

GORDON
Well nmet, Commander.
But how are we getting out of
here.

| don't think that little
fracas went un-noti ced.

NEI L
| was thinking of a bus drive,
but | believe that woul d be

too slow. Can you pilot a
shuttle, M. Rogers?

at main gate ol ynpus base | andi ng strip.
m nutes | ater

A security force in small open vehicles hurtles
at top speed through the gate towards the bus
where the figures of the re-fuellers and guards
are lying on the ground. The dust is blow ng
harder, and it is not easy to see, until the
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gigantic shuttle engines burst into life. The
shuttle lifts horizontally, and crabs across
the runway, blasting dust furiously towards the
oncom ng security force. The bus topples over
and rolls towards the oncom ng cars which have
to swerve out of the way. Even on Mars, the
noi se i s thunderous.

There is brilliance and confusion as the
shuttle takes off in planetary flight towards
the South West. Then the incom ng cracking
noi se of the sound barrier being broken.

The nmen picking themsel ves up after the dust
storm has passed can only | ook at the |ong

vapor trail leaving the site.
| NT. SHERWOOD STATI ON TWO WEEKS
LATER

It is a maze or rock and concrete tunnels. The
wal |l s are of native rock, but large flat areas
of concrete have been poured to make | evel
floors. Steven and Sinon are repairing a snal
conpressor on a workbench within the Control

Ar ea. To one side, a group of ol der nen
nonitor outer areas with conputer nonitors.
Neil, Kevin, and Sean stand around a strategic
pl ot table containing a large relief map of
Mar s.
SEAN
Kronner’s still at O ynpus

Base with the main force of
mari nes. About four hundred
men.

Greenwood is at Pavonis with a
hundred, and Stri ker hol ds
GQusev with a hundred nen.

NEI L
Four hundred were evacuated to
Phobos, but are on ready alert
i f needed. They don’t have
t he supplies to maintain nore
than six hundred on the
surface, and even then
they’ re pushing it.

KEVI N
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This report has conme in from
Pavonis. Stanley and Joe are
maki ng sonme headway with
Greenway. They’'re under House
arrest, but officially hel ping
with repairs. and free to nove
about during the day.

St even cones over to the group.

STEVEN
We're runni ng out of smal
screws and washers. W' |
need to get that lathe on |ine
fairly soon. Also, we need
nore copper wire, sone
magnesi um i ngots, and sone
steel flats.

SEAN
We can get copper wire in
vari ous gauges fromthe
Japanese colony on Syrtis
Maj or .

KEVI N
They’ re not under the control
of the Mars Authority.

Unl ess they’ ve got orders to

the contrary, they' Il be
willing to trade.
NEI L

VWhat have we got to trade?

Kevi n | ooks at Steven.

KEVI N
W nmay as well |et them know
our little secret, Steven.
You can’'t keep it under w aps
for ever, you know.

Steven | ooks at Kevin for a long time. He is
reluctant, but eventually he gives way and
removes three large brilliant dianonds from his
pocket. The largest glows pink. The other two
are pure white.
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He places them on the table.

Neil and Sean are dunbfounded.

Finally, Neil takes one of the stones and | ooks
at it in awe.

NEI L
Beauti ful Mars.

KEVI N
| think you’ve just naned the
stone, Neil.

NEI L
And you kept it secret al
this tine.

Steven shrugs, then smles. He pockets the
st ones.

STEVEN
| " mtold there are a | ot of
secrets in the dianond trade.

KEVI N
These are too valuable to
trade for copper wire. We'll
offer them some snall er ones.
St andard cut, two, and four
carat brilliants.

STEVEN
We’' Il have to get a supply of
st ones.

"1l take Sinmon, Harry, and
Ant hony. We're a good team

NEI L
| m not happy about sending
anyone out on the surface at
t he nonment.

Qur nmovenents can be

moni t or ed.
STEVEN
We'll be careful. If we

travel when Phobos has set
they won’t see us. We can
cool the vehicle with a |iquid
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nitrogen spray to hide its
heat signature.

KEVI N
Good idea. 1’11 get
mai nt enance on to it right
away.

I NSI DE PAVONI S BASE. GREENWAY' S OFFI CE

SAMVE TI ME

Stanl ey and Joe are standing at ease in front
of Greenway’ s desk. He feels confortable with

t hem t hat way.

He's reading froma file on his

flat desk screen. He |ooks up at them

GREENVAY
Al'l the evidence |’ ve
uncover ed supports your
version of events, gentlenen.
It seenms that Gallant Hardi ng
lost it when his son was
killed. A terrible accident.

JOE
An unnecessary one, Sir.
Ornonde wasn’t screened before
comng to Mars.
He wasn't trained in survival.
He treated Mars |i ke Earth.

Everyone here has to cooperate
and get on, whether they |ike
each ot her personally or not.

GREENVAY
I’1l send ny report directly
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

There will be no political
interference. Harding wll be
recal | ed.

STANLEY

And Commander Neil ?
GREENVAY

That’ s the unfortunate aspect
of this whol e business.
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Gordschsky, Peters, Rogers and
Macl ean will have to return to
Earth to face an enquiry, and

possi bl e prosecuti on.

In the course of this fracas,
governnment property has been
danmaged, and |ives threatened.
Look around you.

He points to the obvious signs of repaired
destructi on.

W ongs done on both sides, |I'm
afrai d.
PHOBOS COMVAND CENTRE LATER

Kronner and Harding are visiting the control
room discussing the latest intelligence from
Mars. Morgan is showi ng Kronner around. One
of the observer officers calls himacross to a
nmoni tor trace.

OBSERVER
Sir, I’ve got sonething
unusual here.

Coul d you pl ease take a | ook
at it?

MORGAN
Excuse ne a noment,

He noves out of earshot. Kronner talks quietly

t o Hardi ng.
KRONNER
| woul dn’t have told you about
Greenway’s report if | didn't

think it was in our best
interests, M. Harding.

You’ ve cone out of the
i nvestigation rather badly.

HARDI NG
Does Morgan know?

KRONNER
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No. And | haven’'t told him

HARDI NG
You know, Major, 1’ve always
t hought one should know one’s
friends.

Know who can be relied on.

A man in the right position on
Mars coul d becone very
weal t hy.

He taps his nose with his index finger. They
nove over to where Morgan is watching a strange
trace on the nonitor.

OBSERVER
It’s a black mark on the
monitor. It fades very

quickly, so it isn't

MORGAN
May be a glitch in the
noni t or.

KRONNER
That could al so be an attenpt
to di sguise a heat signal.

In trying to hide, they’ ve
attracted our attention.

MORGAN
If they don’'t want us to see
them it can only be rebels.
Hmmm  Keep an eye on it.
We'll definitely check it out.

SHUTTLE LAUNCHSI TE - PAVONI S. LATER

Stan, Joe, sone colonists, and mlitary
observers, all in Marsuits, watch as the | arge
mant i s- shaped Mars - Phobos shuttle | eaves on
its regular trip to the space station. It
nmoves horizontally |ike a Junp Jet at first,
then begins to tilt upwards as its main rocket
engines fire, boosting it upwards at 3 km sec.

STAN
(Filtered)
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Reckon he’ll sort it all out
with Earth, Doc?

JOE
(Filtered)

We’ ve got to hope so, Stan
This nightmare nust cone to an
end sonme tine.

There is an extrenely bright flash. The sky
lights up as the shuttle explodes in a
brilliant fireball. The two men stand with

t heir mouths open in shock. The sound of the
expl osi on reaches them as a di stant thundering
roll, quieted by the thin rare atnobsphere.

They are still standing there, when a marine
of ficer, Captain STRI KER approaches them from
behind with two escorts.

STRI KER
Woul d you two gentl enen cone
with me, please. | have sone

questions 1'd |Iike to ask you.
DI AMOND CAVE SOUTH WEST OF GUSEV LATER

Steven, Sinon, Harry, and Anthony are in Space
Suits collecting dianonds fromthe floor and
wal | s of the cave. Their speech is filtered.

STEVEN
Look for clarity.

We don’'t want to take any
badly fl awed stones back to
Sher wood.

ANTHONY
This is like Aladdin’s cave.
It’s a treasure house.

SI MON
| can see that | ook in
Ant hony’ s eye. He's got
di anond fever. You're carrying
t hem back, Ant. You've got the
bi ggest bi ke.

HARRY
Don’t get carried away.
Renenber - it’s the rarity of
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di anobnds t hat nmakes t hem
val uabl e.

We only need a few really good
ones to trade for what we
need.

APPROACHI NG THEI R PRI ME MOVER LATER
The boys ride their notorcycles back towards

the Prime Mover. Anthony |ags behind. His
bi ke has a problem He stops and gets off.

ANTHONY
Don’'t wait. |’'ve got a
bl ockage. 1’1l clear it and
catch up. You'll have to
wait, anyway. |’ve got the
di anonds.

He | ays the specinen bag on the ground and
starts to fiddle with the tanks at the back of
his machine. Steven gives hima wave, and they
ride on towards their Prinme Mover, seen in the
di stance. Anthony gets a good | ook at what
happens next.

As the three boys ride up to their Prime Mover
and Habitat, Marines step out from behind the
truck and | evel weapons at them They have
been caught.

From where he observes, Anthony drops his
not orcycle on its side anongst sone surface
rocks and lies behind it. He is not seen

The three boys surrender. There is sonme

busi ness as they are searched for weapons and
mar ched behind the vehicle. A short tine

| ater, a Junp Jet that has been hi dden behind
the prime nover lifts off with them | eaving
Ant hony alone in the Martian desert. He rolls
over onto his back, watching the vapor trai
streak away across the sky. There is a
brilliant flash and the soft thud of an
explosion as the Prinme Mover is destroyed by an
expl osi ve charge.

SHERWOOD CONTROL AREA SAME TI ME
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Neil’s attention is taken by an al arm signal,
whi ch turns off suddenly.

Warning |ights go on near the board, then turn
of f.

NEI L
Some kind of glitch at Site D.

Karla enters the area and nmoves in behind him

KARLA
Ils Steven’s group in some kind
of trouble?

NEI L
|’ m not sure yet. It my be a
stray bit of E MP.

NEAR WRECKAGE OF PRI ME MOVER SAME TI ME

The three notorcycles have been bl own cl ear of
the area. Anthony begins to work on renoving
t he Met hane and Oxygen tanks from one of them
He pl aces the tanks beside the four he has

al ready sal vaged. He checks the Oxygen gauge

on his suit and takes a refill fromthe

Mot orcycl e tank. Then he refills his water
supply.

He takes out his enmergency transmtter. He

consi ders whether to use it or not, and pl aces
It on the seat of his notor cycle. He wal ks
around the hot weckage which is glow ng, but
no flames show in the CO2 atnosphere. A smal
sheet of alum nium plating catches his
attention. He drags it to the notorcycle.
Usi ng scraps of hosing, he ties the spare tanks
onto the sheet and secures it as a drag behind
t he notorcycle.

Finally, he digs a hole in the sand and
triggers his transmtter before burying it.
Then he gets onto the nmotorcycle and drives
carefully away towards the North. He has to go
carefully so as not to upset his spare tanks.

SHERWOOD CONTROL AREA SAME TI ME
The al arm goes off three tinmes, then continues

soundi ng. Neil knows that things have gone
very wrong. He | ooks over the shoul ders of
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George and Karla as they work on their

nmoni t ors.

KARLA
So what is that signal?

NEI L
They’ ve been intercepted.
That transmtter will bring
Greenway’s forces right on top
of them

GEORGE
Not if we get there first.

NEI L
It’s too dangerous, George.
Steven would only activate
that transmtter if things
wer e serious.

KARLA
It’s Anthony’s transmtter.
Not Steven’s.

GEORGE
We’ve got a junp jet hidden
about twenty klicks from here.
You coul d be over that
position within an hour.

NEI L
| said it’s too dangerous

KARLA
Steven’s ny kid Brother, Neil.
|’ m going out there. Space
suits, George.

NEI L
What ever you do, don’t bring
the jet back here.

It will be a conplete give-
away.
GEORGE
We're not stupid, chief.
NEI L
(Mutters)
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Sonetines, | wonder.
PAVONI S BASE - PRI SON SECTI ON LATER

Roger and Kevin, both dressed in overalls, have
penetrated the prison dressed as nai nt enance
men. They are installing |large steel doors,

wel ding the hinges into place in the cel

bl ock.

ROGER
Cover up, soneone’s com ng.

They drop their wel ding masks in place. There
I's the sound of marching and a guard group of
mari nes brings Steven, Sinon, and Harry into

t he block. The boys are wearing one piece

t hermal underwear |ong-john suits, and round
their necks are shiny nmetallic expl osive
collars. They are taken to a conpleted cell and
ordered inside.

MARI NE GUARD
If you attenpt to | eave this
area, or if there is
di sruption to power caused by
a rescue attenpt, your collars
wi Il detonate.

You are under the control of
regul ar marines. You nust
obey any orders we give you.

I f you behave, you will not be
harmed. You will receive
food, water, and nedi cal
attention if it is required.
Do you have any questions?

STEVEN
VWhere's the John?

MARI NE GUARD
(Touchi ng control)
recessed in the wall. It
cones out if you touch the
bl ack panel. Water tap does
the sanme if you touch the blue
panel. Red panel calls the
guard i f you need anyt hi ng.

HARRY

P: 134



"COLONISTS” O Geoff O'Callaghan

Page

Regul ar room servi ce.

The guard smles at this.

He shrugs.

MARI NE GUARD
Maj or Kronner will be
interview ng you separately
when he returns from Phobos
this evening. He has a
special way with young people.
|’ m sure you Il all like him

HARRY
Kr onner.

MARI NE GUARD
| see his reputation for
firmess and fairness has
spread far.

Squad - About face! Quick
mar ch!

They march away, | eaving the boys standing at
the bars of their cell. The two maintenance
men begin welding the next door in place.

Kevi n and Roger

S| MON
What a total ness. Nobody
will know where we are. W'l

never get out of here.

STEVEN
There’ Il be sonething we can
do. Anthony’s managed to get
away.

nove quietly out of the cel

t hey have been working on. The boys react
excitedly when they see who it is. The two nen

hol d their

fingers up to their

STEVEN
Hey, guys. How d you get in
her e?

KEVI N
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Contractors. Pretended to be
m ners - out of work and
desper at e.

Don’t give us away.

Pretend we’'re total strangers.

Let ne | ook at those collars.

He cl osely exam nes the one around Steven’'s

neck.

Mcro-fine wiring around the
whol e collar, Break the
circuit, Kaboom Electronic
lock with ten mllion possible
conbi nati ons.

Enough expl osive to kil

anyone tanpering with it.

As well as you.

HARRY

So how can we get out of here?
KEVI N

You can’t.

|"mafraid you Il have to be

rel eased by the marine guard.
He’s the only one with the
conbi nati on.

HARRY
Can’t you get at hinf

KEVI N
There are only two of us,
Harry, not enough to take on a
whol e marine garrison.
Besi des, he’'s just an honest
sol di er doing his job.

We aren’t at war with Earth.
SI MON

But Kronner’s the one who

tortured Anthony.

He’ s going to question us.

GORDON
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We can’t allow that. | saw
what he did to Anthony. |
mean - well it wasn’t nuch,

but it was a hint.

KEVI N
He’ s supporting Harding?
GORDON
Seens like it. Al the way, |
t hi nk.
KEVI N
Right. Steven, |isten up.

Here’ s what you do.

He notions the others away and whi spers into
Steven’s ear.

Sonmething is passed between the bars to Steven.
Know what to do with it?

STEVEN
Worth a try.

["11 give it nmy best shot.

One of the guards enters the corridor.
Kevin hastily takes out a tape nmeasure and
measures while Gordon holds onto the end.
The boys nove back.

GUARD
Don’t talk to those boys.

KEVI N
We're just taking
measurenments. You want the
doors to be properly aligned,
don’t you?

EXT. SANDY PLAI NS OF ELYSI UM PLANI TI A SAME TI ME

Ant hony renoves the two tanks from his

not orcycl e and does the change-over of the | ast
two gas bottles. He cuts the sheet of

al um nium | oose, and throws away the rubber
hose |ine cords he has used to tie everything
together. It is just him and his notorbike
now. The small pile of discarded rubbish | ooks
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quite pathetic. W see through the visor of
his hel met just how exhausted he is. He | ooks
down at his instrunentation. A lot of dials
are in the red, and there is a single red diode
i ght flashing warningly.

He gets on, starts up uncertainly, and rides
Nort hward once nmore. A small white dot
trailing a plune of red dust across a vast red
| andscape.

I NSI DE PHOBOS SPACE STATI ON foll ows on

The dot al so appears on the nonitoring
equi pnment in Phobos. The observer passes the
I nformati on down to Pavoni s Base.

PAVONI S BASE CONTROL AREA. FOLLOWS ON
Kronner is handed a nmessage. He | ooks on his

screen - a copy of what Phobos Observer has
seen. He looks up to his aide.

KRONNER
Get a junp jet out there to
pick it up. I want to know

what’ s happening in that area.
To marine guard standi ng near by.

"Il talk to the | eader of
t hat group now, sergeant.

And sergeant,

Don’'t forget to renove his
coll ar before bringing himto
i nterrogation.

MARI NE GUARD
Sir.

Kronner rolls his eyes upward in frustration as
the sol dier |eaves.

KRONNER
If there’s one thing | hate,
it’s a nmessy interrogation
room
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EXT. SANDY PLAINS OF ELYSI UM PLANI TI A LATER

Ant hony’ s not or bi ke coughs and stops. He gets
off it unsteadily and it falls over. Waving
drunkenly, He wal ks onwards. He sees an oasis
ahead of him Date palns wave invitingly. He
| ooks puzzled. Everything is blurred. Sand
swirls about him Sonething | oud, white, and
out - of - focus swinms in his vision.

He gasps for air, with strident noises. For a
nmoment, his vision clarifies and resolves a
white Junp Jet in front of him He swoons into
unconsci ousness.

Bl ackness. In the darkness, he hears voices:
GEORGE
Ant hony, can you hear ne,
Ant hony?
KARLA

He’s going into shock.
Ant hony. Hold on, Anthony.
OVER SHERWOOD BASE LATER

A junp jet overflies the area, but sees nothing
unusual .

It heads off back towards O ynpus Base.

PI LOT
Not hing to report bel ow,
Col onel. | guess it was just

a whirlw nd or dust cloud.

SHERWOOD BASE - CANTEEN AREA. LATER

A | arge group of colonists in the canteen are
wat chi ng the news broadcasts being sent by the
satellite TV network. Neil, Sean, George, and
Karla are there, along with many of the others.
They sit or stand in silence as the broadcast

i s made.

MARI NE NEWSREADER

Qur corps will mss the
| eadershi p of Col onel Morgan,
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who was found dead in the
control area of Phobos
Station.

NEI L
Anot her mari ne conmander | ost.
VWhat' s happening up there?

SEAN
Now it wasn’'t us, and it
woul dn’t be them so ny guess
is, it’s the Good Lord sending
t hem a nessage.

And tal king of the good Lord,
|’ mhere to do his work with
the splicing of a very fair
Martian wench, to a npst
handsone Martian pilot.

Forgive me while |I have a chat
to the bride to be.

He takes Karla aside for a quiet talk.

SEAN
You' re sure you want to go
t hrough with the weddi ng?

KARLA
We know that Steven's safe -
for now.

They won’t do anything to him
he’s only a boy.

SEAN
| agree with you.

| don’t think Steven's in any
i medi at e danger.

They are trained marines.

Pr of essi onal sol diers.

KARLA
It’s Mars, Fat her .

There’ s never going to be a
perfect tinme.

We could wait for ever.
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SEAN
Yes.
Let's do it, then.

VIEDDI NG | N CANTEEN A SHORT TI ME LATER

The colonists sit in rows facing the small
stage area.

Karl a and George, in white space suits, wthout
back packs and hel mets, are married in front of
t he assenbl ed popul ati on of Sherwood.

SHERWOOD - HOSPI TAL AREA. A DAY LATER

Ant hony is lying back in bed resting when Sean
pays hima visit. The TV plays an Earth
channel softly in the background.

NEWS READER
There was an unexpl ai ned
expl osi ve deconpression in the
chanmber which has was seal ed
of f until the bodies were
recover ed.

Depressed, Anthony uses the renote to turn the

TV off. He rolls over, ignoring Sean.
SEAN
Are they still on about that
expl osi on.

Doesn’t the news ever change
around here?

Sean gives hima playful backhander across his
runp.

|”ve conme all the way from
Gusev to marry CGeorge and
Karla, and to pray for your
recovery, and this is all the
t hanks | get.

ANTHONY

It’s not you, Father. It’'s
just - things.
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SEAN
Thi ngs not going right, you
mean? | used to think that

there was no justice on Earth.
That’ s one of the reasons |
cane to Mars - to get away
fromit all.

Karla enters the ward room quietly. She
carries a small flat box in her hand. She
listens as Neil talks.

| thought - once - that Mars
woul d be pure.
A pristine world.

A Garden of Eden, where we
could start again.

No greed, no corruption, no
evil .

A world wi thout wealth or
poverty. Everyone equal .

And it can never be that.
Evil is everywhere. Where Man
goes, Satan acconpani es him

Karl a puts her hand on Sean’s shoul der. He
| ooks up at her in surprise. She hands the box
t o Ant hony.

KARLA
Kevi n and Gordon processed
them for you - before they
went to O ynpus.
They’ ve cone out fine.

Ant hony opens the box and takes out one of the
di anonds.

He |l ooks at it, and spills the others onto the
sheet between his |egs.

Sean is totally astonished.

SEAN
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What in the fires of all Hel
is thisl!

ANTHONY
Sone di anonds - for trade. We
were going to trade with the
Japanese col ony for Copper
Wre and mcro-tools.

Why ?

What’'s wrong?

Sean is enraged. He grabs the handful of
di anbnds and throws them across the room He
turns on Karl a.

SEAN
You knew all the tine, didn't
you? Your father told you
where to | ook. | knew al
al ong where the diary was.

You carried it in your head
where you thought | couldn’t
destroy it!

Ant hony is frightened by the reaction.

He pl eads for

restraint.
ANTHONY
It was Steven who found the
di anond m ne, Fat her. Not
Kar | a.

She knew not hi ng.

SEAN
St even.
Of course.

How could | be so stupid.

Karla is backing out of the room but she
doesn’t want to | eave Anthony w th Sean.
Ant hony slides his hand towards the nurse’s
buzzer. Karla tries to distract him

KARLA
Youl!
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You' re the one who tried to
kill ne.

You' re crazy, Sean.

SEAN
No | am Not Crazy! It’s
starting all over again, don’t

you see.

The greed. The thousands,

then the mllions who w |l
cone - seeking wealth, tearing
up the soil, bringing their

filthy, greedy ,grasping evil
with them

They’' Il bring hotels - grog
shops. Then brothels.

Fi ghting and kil ling.

Specul ators. The Mars Stock
Exchange.

Capi tal and Labour at each
ot her’s throats.

Evi l . Al evil.

In response to the buzzer, Joe and Margar et
have entered the ward. They nove in behind
Sean.

For what ?
A few m serabl e carbon
crystals.

That is why you had to die,
and why both of you w Il have
to die now.

To save Mars from nore Evil

He produces a revolver fromhis coat and lifts
it towards Anthony.
Joe noves forward to grab him

JOE
Ch no you don’t, Sean.

Put it down.
Sean spins quickly, junping upwards while

turning to fire at Joe. Ant hony sei zes the
moment, picks up his hospital Drip rack with
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one hand and bounces it off Sean’s head. Sean
fires wildly into the air, and drops to the
gr ound.

Ant hony bounces the drip rack about in his

hand.
ANTHONY
What would we do without | ow
gravity?
JOE
A lot |ess damage. That rack
still has a | ot of mmss. He' s

well out to it.

Karl a | ooks about the floor and finds nost of
t he di anonds. She places themcarefully into
the box. The nurse goes for help. Joe turns
Sean into the prone position and clears his
airway. Then he takes a syringe fromthe
medi cal tray, fills it and injects sonething
i nto Sean. Karla hands the box to Anthony.

KARLA
Still want them - after what
he sai d?

ANTHONY
We still need the copper wire.
And the tools. Got any better
i deas?

Karl a puts her hand out, pal m down and bal ances
the stones on the back of her fingers, A gold
band is on her ring finger. She |ooks at them
sadly. She closes her hand and catches the
stones in the air as they drop. She puts them
into the box.

KARLA
Supposed to be a girls’ best
friend.
No.

Go get your copper wire. It’'s
more val uable than a few ol

carbon crystals.

t
d

|’ ve got the ring | want.
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She di splays the gold wedding ring on her
finger.

ANTHONY
It | ooks really nice.
By the way, Ms. Peters,
Congr at ul ati ons.

And, Thanks. for comng to
get ne.

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM | N OLYMPUS BASE FOLLOW NG

Steven is cuffed, his hands behi nd the back of
a chair. He | ooks at Kronner with defiance as
the TV news conti nues.

MARI NE NEWSREADER
Mars aut hority has confirnmed
t hat Col onel Kronner will now
act as commnder of the task
force which has been sent to
stabilize Mars.

STEVEN
(Wth heavy sarcasm)
Congr at ul ati ons, Col onel .

Are you going to blame us for
that as well?

Kronner ignores him and points to the screen.

MARI NE NEWSREADER
This means the gloves are off,
and the admi nistration is
taking a very tough line with
the rebels.

Unl ess Col onel Gordschsky,

Gor don Rogers, CGeorge Peters,
and Kevin Macl ean surrender to
the authorities at O ynpus
Base within forty-ei ght hours,
Al'l rebels currently held at

O ynpus Base will face summary
execution, regardless of their
age.
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Gal | ant Har di ng appears on screen

HARDI NG
These boys have been tried as
adul ts and convicted of
terrorismand nurder. |f they
are old enough to commt such
treacherous acts of terrorism
they are old enough to face
t he death penalty.

Steven i s shocked

STEVEN
VWhat terrorisn? \What nurder?
We were just driving our
not orcycl es about on the
desert!

Kronner switches the TV off.

He noves around to the front of his desk and
sits on it, facing Steven. He is very close.
Threatening, but slimy. He folds his hands and
tal ks very quietly - very gently.

Kronner hasn’t
conversati on.

KRONNER
So? Tell nme where this
Sherwood of yours is, Steven.
| may decide to reduce your
sentences as an act of
cl emency.

STEVEN
Never .

KRONNER
Never ?
Never m nd.
|’ msure Harry and Sinmon w ||
be - nore cooperative.

STEVEN
How long will you live? If
you win, | nmean?

foreseen this tack in their

KRONNER
Li ve?
If we win?
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What are you on about?

STEVEN
|’ mgoing to make a guess t hat
you didn’t kill Morgan or
Gr eenwood.

| know we didn’t.

And if you didn't, then it
must have been - Hardi ng.

You’'re next on the |ist.

Kronner’s face is an iron mask. He hasn’t
foreseen this devel opnent. Perhaps the boy has
a point. He listens.

Did he offer you wealth,
Col onel ?

Undr eamed of weal t h?
Did he?

KRONNER
Are you accusing ne of
accepting bribes - of being
corrupt?

STEVEN
" msure you're an officer and
a gentleman, just as |’ m sure
nobody’s taping this little
sessi on.

KRONNER
We're off the record.

STEVEN
Har di ng’ s corrupt.
He’ s working for organized
corporate crimnals on Earth.
They’'re trying to control al
the wealth on Mars.

KRONNER
It’s very hard to get away
with anything |like that.

Steven | ooks up at Kronner in all earnestness.
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Steven nearly falls off the chair.

Page 149

STEVEN
Of course it is. He may get
away with it for a long tine,

but sooner or later he'll go

down, and you’'ll go down with

hi m

But ... If he gets rid of you,

he’ Il survive a | ot |onger.
KRONNER

He won’t try anything on ne.

STEVEN
Honor ? anong t hi eves?

VWhen the truth gets told, as
it wll, eventually, your nane
wi Il be shit paper in the

hi story of Mars.

he boy’s face - Very hard.

Kronner wal ks over to the wall cabi net and
t akes a dri nk.

He goes to the

ful

of mlky I

Steven has himvery rattl ed.

STEVEN
| can make you weal t hy beyond
your w | dest dreans, Kronner.
| can make you fanmous - a
her o.

Al'l you have to do, is swap
si des.

Joi n us.

KRONNER
That’ s enough!

You managed to get at ne.
That’ s good. Really good.
[t’s my turn now. to get at
you.

desk and takes out a syringe
i quid.

Truth serum You'll tell ne
everything I want to know.
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He brings it round to Steven and prepares it,
to plunge it into the boy's arm

Kr onner

STEVEN
Bef ore you do that, search ny
left arnpit, Col onel.
|’ m not joking. |’ m not
trying to get at you.
Have a | ook.

puts his hand into Steven’ s cl othing

and feels his left arnpit. He brings out the
| arge pink red - dianond.

| said I'’d make you rich

Its nane is: “Beautiful Mars.”
and it’s worth - mllions - of
dol | ars.

As the col onel |ooks at the stone in disbelief,
he puts the syringe down onto the desk al nost

absent
St even,

Kr onner

m ndedly. He |ooks at the stone, and at
then back to the stone.

W won’t kill you.

You' || be wealthy beyond your
w | dest dreans.

You'll have a nedal. A statue.
You'll be fanpus.
You'll be a hero.

Even candi date for President,

suddenly seizes Steven by the front of

his Grey long-johns and lifts himinto the air
face to face. He is very angry.

KRONNER
Il will not be bought by a
fifteen year old boy! M
loyalty is not for sale.

When | have finished with you
and your little friends, |
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Page
will have all the dianonds
want .
| will destroy the rebels.
| will restore Earth's

authority over Mars.

Il will be wealthy
And | will be honored as a
her o.

Wth no help fromyou.

Steven is back in the cell with Sinon and
Harry. His neck collar has been restored. The
Marine Guard closes the door on him and
prepares to | eave the area

STEVEN
Hey! You forgot to take the
handcuffs of f!

MARI NE GUARD
| have a terrible nmenory, kid.
Enj oy them

The guard detail marches off. Steven sl unps
down to a sitting position against the wall.

STEVEN
That coul d have gone a | ot
better.

You know - for a nonment, |
really thought | had him

| did rattle him though.

He didn't stick me with that
scopol am ne

EXT. SHUTTLE FI ELD OLYMPUS BASE LATER

The base is suprenely well guarded. Conpanies
of Marines with enornmus amounts of firepower
await the convoy of vehicles which approaches
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fromthe South West. All vehicles are carrying
white flags.

The newsreader faces a TV canera which is
recordi ng the surrender.

MARI NE NEWSREADER
So this is the end of the
rebellion on Mars. Marines
are nmoving into position now,
to search the vehicles, in
case they carry expl osi ves.
If they are cleared, they wll
drive to the marshalling area
where the surrender will take
pl ace. We understand that the
bul k of the colonists are

still hiding out in a secret

| ocation they call *“Sherwood”,
but will probably surrender

| ater.

As the four nmen have been searched, they are

pl aced in an open 4wd pickup under guard. The
trucks nmove towards the marshalling area with
Marine drivers. The pickup travels towards the
Shuttl e Landi ng Area.

These rebel |eaders will be
taken directly to Phobos, and
fromthere to Earth under
Marine Guard escort.

Three youngsters in white space suits, carrying
their space packs, are waiting for the four

men. Neil, Gordon, Kevin, and George get out of
the truck and are noved over to join them
From a convoy vehicle behind, Karla gets out
with Patricia, Henrietta, Garry, and Pierre.

SHERWOOD HOSPI TAL SECTI ON FOLLOW NG

Ant hony lies on his bed watching the
proceedi ngs on TV.

Joe and Margaret are sitting with him
I nt er cut

ANTHONY
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There’s Kronner. ' d
recogni ze himanywhere. |
can’t see Karl a.

MARI NE NEWSREADER
Col onel Kronner is travelling
with the prisoners, as he is
required to give evidence
agai nst them back on Earth.

The other civilian passenger,
Karla Peters is the ol der
sister of one of the accused
young rebels, Steven Jones.
Recently, she married anot her
rebel, George Peters. She is
not under arrest, but will be
a witness for the defendants,
al ong with other orphans from
t he Mayfl ower tragedy.

Nobody can claimthat the Mars
Aut hority is being unfair in
this matter.

There is sonething happeni ng towards the South.
Everyone | ooks upward.

It seenms as if there’s an
unexpected shuttle | andi ng.
Yes, one of the shuttles used
by the rebels is being
returned to the mlitary.

The second shuttle | ands beside the first.
Refuel l ers nove quickly towards it, and hoses
are run out fromthe |arge tanks of Oxygen and

Met hane.
No. A nessage to hand, is
that there is a small problem
with the first shuttle, and
that is a backup vehicle from
Pavoni s Base.
ANTHONY

O all the I uck.

ON SHUTTLE FI ELD OLYMPUS BASE FOLLOW NG

Neil puts his hand on Steven’s shoul der.
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NEI L
How are they treating you all?

STEVEN
Very professionally,
Commander .
|’ mnot allowed to speak to
Karl a, but she’s over there.

We see Karla with other passengers for Phobos.

A marine guard

You didn’t have to cone.
They woul dn’t have shot us.

| msure of it.

NEI L
| had to cone.

They were going to nmake good
on their prom se to shoot you.

| couldn’t let that happen.

A good commander al ways | ooks
after his nmen, Steven.

Real rebels m ght have thrown
you to the wol ves for
political expediency.

| couldn't.

HARRY
We' d have been martyrs for the
cause.

NEI L
Sorry to spoil your fun,
Harry.

cones over to the prisoners.
MARI NE GUARD

You are all cleared to board.

Wal k up that ranp there. Take

your seats quietly. You wl

be shackled for the flight.

STEVEN
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That figures.

MARI NE GUARD
And gagged - so you can’t plan
anyt hing stupi d.

SHERWOOD CANTEEN AREA FOLLOW NG ON

The col oni sts watch the broadcast of the take-
off in stunned silence. Some of them are
visibly upset. The adults stand in famly
groups with their children. They watch the TV
as the shuttle hovers in horizontal npde, then
rockets forward, translates into steep clinb
and finally, vertical |lift off.

MARI NE NEWSREADER
We have Lift-Off.

Lift off of the mlitary
shuttl e taking the rebel
prisoners back to Earth, to
face Justi ce.

There is a brilliant flash of light, and the TV
canmera goes dark.

OH what a brilliant flash from
the field. There s sonething
wrong down here. A trenendous
expl osi on has occurred. It
may be the Met hane tank.

Wait, sone information is

com ng through.

There has been a mmj or
incident. Repeat, there has
been a major incident. The
shuttl e on the | aunch pad has
expl oded. Repeating that, the
shuttl e that was reported as
havi ng sone sort of problem
has expl oded.

The camera clears, and everyone in the canteen
can see the carnage on the O ynpus Base shuttle
field.

I NSI DE THE SHUTTLE HEADI NG TO PHOBOS FOLLOW NG ON
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There is a trenendous shuddering as the shuttle
hurtl es upwards. The prisoners are all
hel pl ess, chained securely into their seats by
strong security shackles. They wear tube gags
in their mouths. Kronner and the Marine Guard
are not faring much better in the lift - off.
The shuddering stops suddenly, as the shuttle
goes into free fall

Kronner takes his helnet off, reaches for a
space bag, and barfs into it. For a while, he
is privately very sick. The marine guard is
nore stoic, but |looks a little green. Kronner
turns to him

KRONNER
Wor ks every tine.

Your commandi ng of ficer hates
space travel. Tell anyone,
and 1’| have you shot.

Now, see to the prisoners. |
don’t want them choking to
death with those gags on.

PHOBOS STATI ON CONTROL ROOM LATER THAT NI GHT

The control room shows signs of repairs.
Moni t ors have been patched up, cables drape in
all sorts of awkward positions, and a great
nmetal plate has been bolted and seal ed across

t he window with sealing goo that has run slowy
into weird formations. A conparatively fresh
young observer is on duty. He is about twenty
years old, and still keen to inpress. Harding
i s his audience.

YOUNG OBSERVER
|’ m surprised the | ast
observers didn't use this old
techni que, M. Harding. Al
i mages contain noise, but it’'s
random  Superinpose a | ot of
i mges, and the noise filters
itself out.

Very weak signals becone very
strong,

P: 156



"COLONISTS” O Geoff O'Callaghan Page 157

i ncluding very small heat
si gnat ures.

There you have it, like a
beacon in the night.

“ Sherwood ”.

HARDI NG
(deefully)
Sherwood. Sherwood Forest.
Oh, | love that nane ...
“Sherwood. ”

He bursts into mani acal |aughter and floats
around the room doi ng sl ow cartwheels. The
observer | ooks a bit enbarrassed, but Harding
cl aps him on the shoul der

Never mind nme, Son. We al
have our nonents.

You’ ve only just got here, and
don’'t appreciate all the hours
we’' ve spent - | ooking for
Sher wood.

I NSI DE PHOBOS STATI ON DOCKI NG RECEPTI ON AREA.
NI GHT

Har di ng greets Kronner and the Guard, as well
as the other marines guarding the prisoners. A
TV caneraman filnms the event.

HARDI NG
Ah. Col onel. W neet again
in more happy circunstances.
Excel | ent conclusion to your
canpai gn. Excel |l ent.

KRONNER
You nmust be delighted,
Gal | ant .
HARDI NG
Ch, | am I am And | have a

special surprise for you

We' ve detected the terrorists’
base.
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We've found “Sherwood”.

Neil and the other prisoners are security
manacl ed and gagged. They can only stand and
wat ch Kronner and Harding gloat at their find.

HARDI NG
That camera can go off, now.
| want to discuss sonething
with you, Colonel.
I n private.

The canmeraman noves away, putting his canera
down as Hardi ng takes Kronner into the
observati on room

PHOBOS STATI ON CONTROL ROOM MOVENTS LATER

As soon as the door has shut, Kronner places
his hel met under his arm and glares with anger
at Har di ng.

KRONNER
What was that bonb for,
Har di ng?

HARDI NG
That. That. Now don’t hold
t hat agai nst nme, Colonel. |
had no i dea you woul d be
| eaving Mars at the sane tine
as the prisoners.
| knew the second shuttle was
com ng from Pavonis. |
t hought you' d be travelling in
it. Not with the prisoners.

KRONNER
Any plans to entertain us on
the way to Earth?

HARDI NG
Of course not. 1'll be
returning to Mars to organi ze
the m ning concessions for the
Syndi cate. We won’t have any
resi stance fromthe mners
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once we've destroyed their
base at Sherwood.

Don’t worry. You' ll be well

taken care of on Earth.

You' Il be a very wealthy nan.
KRONNER

So everything has worked out

well in the end.

The | eaders of the colonists
will be fighting for their
freedomin the courts on
Eart h,

| won’t be in the way. Did
you plan it all to end Iike
this?

HARDI NG
As a matter of fact, | did.
Not everything went to plan,
of course. But nobst things
fell into place.

There's only one thing left.
The destruction of Sherwood.

Phobos contains an inpressive
arnory of nuclear nissiles,
designed to intercept conets
or asteroids which m ght
threaten the pl anet.

KRONNER
You’' re going to nuke the
col oni sts’ hone base?

HARDI NG
Now don’t go squean sh on ne,
Kronner. Morgan had t hat
problem A lack of clarity of
Vi ew.

| want Col onel Gordschsky and
hi s conpani ons to witness the
destruction. It will be the
final straw - the one to break
t he canel’s back.
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KRONNER
VWhy not | et everyone on Earth
witness it? Bring in the
canmer anan.

HARDI NG
There m ght be sonme protest.
> m not sure.

KRONNER
After all the destruction the
rebel s have caused? Well -
you, actually, but nobody’'s to
know t hat .

HARDI NG
Well. You can’t make an
onel et w thout breaking eggs.

KRONNER
Mars is worth a bl ack nass,
eh? G eenway, Mrgan, two
shuttl es, Phobos Observation
crew. What’s a nuke down the
t hroat of some inconveni ent
col oni st s?

Hardi ng | ooks a bit cynical at Kronner’s

conments.

I N CONTROL ROOM

HARDI NG
You aren’t trying to blackmail
nme, are you?

KRONNER
Of course not. But you over
didit - all those killings?
HARDI NG

| don’t have to answer to you.
| killed them because It was
necessary.

Necessary at the tinme. That's
all you need to know. Now
bring the prisoners in so they
can watch the destruction of

t heir precious Sherwood.

A SHORT TI ME LATER

160
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The prisoners line up under guard to watch as
Har di ng prepares for a live telecast of the
nucl ear destruction of Sherwood.

| NTERCUT TV

HARDI NG
Peopl e of Earth and Mars. The
prisoners you see assenbl ed
here are the | eaders of the
revolt on Mars. They are the
| ucky ones. They will survive
to live out their m serable
lives in prisons on Earth.
The other terrorists, who
remain in hiding, nust be
destroyed.

Destroyed, because they wll

al ways be a threat to Martian
coloni zation. Mars is so
fragile. It is so easy to
destroy vital installations on
whi ch our very lives depend.

They are pests.

Thi s panel before me controls
t he means of eradication. |
intend to fry the rats in
their holes. Even as we
speak, we are approaching the
target. Yes, we know where
their secret base is situated.

They call it “Sherwood”. As
we overfly it in high orbit,
we can rempove it fromthe
gl obe of Mars as easily as

pi cking a pinple.
Neil struggles to try to stop him but the
guards hold himvery firmy, as well as the
ot hers.
SHERWOOD -

Pandenoni um as people in space-suits and
Marsuits attenpt to flee.

PHOBOS CONTROL CENTRE
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HARDI NG
| now put an end to this
rebellion and reclaimMars for
Eart h.

He pushes down on the red button on his desk
panel .

Not hi ng happens.

HARDI NG
Did it fire?

Kronner shakes hi s head.

KRONNER
No.

Did you get all that on
caner a?

CAMERAMAN
Earth got a fine bit of
entertainment, Sir. Those
scenes of you with Mster
Har di ng were excellent. The
presi dent asked me to tell you
t hat .

KRONNER
Thank you.

M ster Harding. You are under
arrest for the Murders of

Col onel Greenway, Col onel

Mor gan, The crew of Phobos
Station, Conspiracy to defraud
the Mars authority, and on and
on and on. A long list. You
don’t have to say anything,

but anything you do say w ||
be recorded and put with all

t he ot her evidence agai nst

you.

Sergeant, cuff him and read

himall the rights. And get
hi m out of here.
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to Steven and renoves the

gag fromthe boy’ s nouth.

| had you going there, son.

Didn't I7?

He personally unl ocks Steven’'s security

manacl es.
STEVEN
You were on our side all
al ong.
KRONNER
No, boy. I1'’ma soldier. A
public servant. |I'm not on
anybody's side. | just do ny
duty. As it happens fromtine
to tine.
Neil and the others are being rel eased. They
stand around | ooki ng confused. Kronner | ooks
at all of them and holds his hands out in a “So
what ?” gesture.

O K
|’ m sorry.

| used you all.

| had to. There was no other
way to expose Harding. He had
too many friends in high

pl aces.

He puts his arm around the boy’ s shoul ders.

Steven is still
pi cture.

Steven and | had it planned
all al ong.
But our security was so tight,

even he didn’t know about it.

Ri ght, Steven?

confused, but is getting the
STEVEN

Er.

Ri ght!
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Yes, Sir.
We did really well,
| think.

Kronner | eads hi mout of the control roominto
t he passage where there is sone privacy.

KRONNER
You're all going to give
evi dence agai nst Hardi ng.
Woul d you |like to say
“Goodbye” to beautiful Mars
before you see it for the |ast
time?

STEVEN
You had nme worried, there for
a noment, Col onel.
| was beginning to think you
were a good guy.

KRONNER
Weal t hy beyond ny w | dest
dr eans.

"1l be famous, and a hero.

Ri ght ?
STEVEN

Ri ght .

It’s all taken care of.
He reaches into a seam of his Marsuit - inside
his overalls and produces the two other | arge
di anonds.

Yours - to keep, They’' re

named Phobos and Denpbs. You’ ve
got the conplete set.

They stand | ooki ng through an observation deck
w ndow. Kronner takes the big red dianond from
hi s pocket and holds it up to the planet with
the other stones. He whistles as he regards

t he di anonds.

KRONNER
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Beautiful Mars. Wth two
noons.

You know - | reckon you guys
shoul d stick around. W make
a good team

St even stands at the w ndow and | ooks down on
the red planet turning beneath them Denos
shines brightly above the rim of Mars.

His friends have |left the control room and they
cromd around him Steven | ooks for Kronner,

but the col onel has pocketed the di anonds and
gone. The boy | ooks out of the w ndow.

STEVEN
Beauti ful Mars.

Si non, Harry, and Chris push in to get a good
view, standing on either side of him Neil,
Kevin, George, Karla and Gordon are behind.
They watch the sun-set |eaving a stark

term nator over the |and bel ow

NEI L
Beauti ful Mars.

It sure is.

THE END
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