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FADE | N:

EXT. GRASSY FI ELD - DAY

A picnic is in progress. Tables are |laden with food.

Adults sit at tables - children at other tables.

The at nosphere is festive.

Standing by an adult table is BELLE BOYD, 13, a high-spirited,
i npul sive girl, who is in a heated discussion with her nother,
Ms. BOYD, 30's.

Belle's gestures indicate that she wants to sit at the adult
table. Ms. Boyd vigorously shakes her head.

Bel | e stonps off canera.

Monents later, Belle returns riding a horse. Horse and rider
circle the picnic tables several tinmes. The horse is very
close to the tables and brushes up against one of the adults.
Adults yell to Belle to get away. The children are
frightened.

Belle reins the horse up to the adult table and lets him eat
sone food fromthe table

MRS. BOYD
Bell e, get that horse away!
BELLE
He's an adult. He can eat at your

t abl e.
Belle turns the horse and gallops off into the neadow.

MRS. BOYD
VWhat will that girl do next?

| NT. RAI LROAD CAR - DAY

Belle, now 17, sits in a train car along with other
passengers.

A good-1 ooking man sits across from Bel |l e.
He gives Belle the once over, |likes what he sees and sm | es.
Bell e catches his eye and sm | es back.

GOCD LOOKI NG MAN
Are you traveling al one?

BELLE
Now t hat the war has started | want
to be with ny famly.



GOCD LOOKI NG MAN
Let the politicians fight the war,
that's what | say.

HENRY W LKENS, the railroad conductor, wal ks down the aisle
and stops beside Belle.

HENRY W LKENS
Nice to see you again, Belle.

BELLE
Hell o, Mster WI kens.

HENRY W LKENS
Guess the war brings you back to
Mar ti nsburg.

BELLE
The students were sent honme. Everyone
was confused - and scared.

HENRY W LKENS
My son C arence enlisted. Signed up
for the regi ment Col onel Jackson is
setting up at Harper's Ferry. Sane
one your father's in.

BELLE
(ast oni shed)
My father enlisted?

HENRY W LKENS
Your father is a fine man and he'l
make a good sol di er.

BELLE
If the arny took wonen, I'd go with
hi m

HENRY W LKENS
| bet you would. You always had

spunk.

BELLE
If | can't be a soldier, 1I'll do
sonething. | don't know what but

"1l do sonet hi ng.
TRAIN WHI STLE | S HEARD

HENRY W LKENS
Well, here we are. Excuse ne, Belle.

W LKENS heads for the front of the train

BELLE
Good bye, M ster WI kens.



Bel | e stands and extends her hand to the good-| ooki ng man.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Good bye, sir.

He takes her hand and holds it.

GOOD LOOKI NG MAN
It's too bad we didn't have time to
get acquai nt ed.

BELLE
Per haps anot her ti ne.

EXT. RAI LROAD STATI ON - MARTI NSBURG - SAME DAY - LATER
BELLE exits the train and greets her father, BEN BOYD, a
kindly man, late 30's and her sister, MARY, 14, a sincere
and wel | -meaning girl.

The reunion is loving and affectionate.

BELLE
Ch, papa! | mssed you so nuch!
BELLE hugs BEN
MARY

And what about nme?
BELLE hugs MARY

BELLE
How could | not.

BELLE turns back to BEN

BELLE ( CONT' D)
M ster WI kens said you enlisted.

BEN
"1l tell you about it when we get
home. Your nmother can't wait to see
you.

| NT. BOYD HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - SAME DAY - LATER

Bell e, Ben, Mary and MRS. BOYD, a proud, famly oriented
woman, 30's, sit at the dining table eating supper. ELIZA,
a young black girl, early 20's, is serving.

BELLE
Wiy can't | join the army?



BEN

(1 aughi ng)
There's plenty for you to do right
her e.
MARY

We can sew uni forns and nurse the
soldiers when they're hurt in battle.
| sewed Daddy's private stripe on
his uniform

BELLE
Shoul dn't you be an officer or
somnet hi ng?

BEN
| could have, being a | and owner.
But | enlisted as a private so sone
man trying to support his famly
while he's away could earn a few
nore dollars as an officer.

Bell e frowns.

BEN ( CONT' D)
The store holds its own and the
t obacco crop was good this year
And Bel l e, speaking of the store,
|'ve got a special assignnment for
you.

BELLE
VWhat is it?

BEN
Hel ping M ster Meaders in the store.

BELLE
The store? Mster Meaders is an old
stick in the nud. He never says
nmore than hell o and maybe good bye
if the npod strikes him And he
never sn | es.

BEN
You'll figure a way to get al ong
with Mster Meaders. | ' m sure that

fancy school in Baltinore taught you
how to get along wth everybody.

MRS. BOYD
| know t he custoners woul d rat her
have you waiting on theminstead of
M ster stuck-in-the-nud.

Bell e wri nkl es her nose.



BEN
The regi nent | eaves in the norning.
Qur scouts tell us the Yankees are
mobi lizing for a march into western
Virginia. They'Il attack the
Martinsburg railroad |ines.

BELLE
Why the railroad?

BEN
It's inportant for noving nen and
supplies to their mlitary posts.
We need to know Union troop novenents.
Qur scouts keep us posted.

BELLE
What does a scout do?

BEN
A scout gathers information. Locates
the eneny. Determ nes direction and
how many troops.

BELLE
Is it |ike spying?

BEN
Sonmet hing |ike that.

BELLE
Can | be a spy?

BEN
If you really want to be a spy, you
can start tonorrow.

BELLE
Real | y?

BEN
You can spy on M ster Meaders and
report back to your nother.

Hearty |l aughter fromall except Belle who again winkles her
nose at Ben.

| NT. BELLE' S BEDROOM - NEXT DAY - DAWN

Belle is asleep. Ben, dressed in a Confederate uniform
quietly enters the room walks to the bed and sits down.

BEN
Bel | e?

Di sturbed by her father's voice, Belle opens her eyes.



BELLE
Daddy? What is it?

BEN
| canme to say goodbye.

Belle sits up and hugs Ben.

BELLE
| wish you didn't have to go.

BEN
The politicians will figure a way to
end this war before it heats up.
Bel | e hugs Ben again - they exchange tender words.
BEN ( CONT' D)
| put that pistol you gave ne for ny
birthday in the dining roomtable -
just in case.
Ben ki sses Belle on the cheek and | eaves the room
EXT. BOYD S EMPORI UM - SAME DAY - LATE MORNI NG
Visible over the store front is a sign: "BOYD S EMPORI UM
Bel |l e wal ks down the street and enters the
I NT. STORE - MOMENTS LATER

M STER MEADERS, a sonber, sullen, m ddl e-aged man unpacks
boxes.

BELLE
Good norning, Mster Meaders.
MEADERS
Mor ni ng.
BELLE
My father asked nme to help out while
he's gone. |s there anything | can
do?
MEADERS
| told himl didn't need any hel p.
BELLE
There nust be sonmething | can do.
MEADERS
Straighten up the back room | don't

have tinme for it.



BELLE
"Il get started right away.

Bell e wal ks to the back of the store. She |ooks at the strewn-
about itenms and straightens crates and jars. Satisfied with
her work, she walks to the front of the store.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
|s there anything else | can do?

Meaders gives Belle a hard stare.

VEADERS
You can stop this war.

BELLE
| don't under st and.

VEADERS
VWhat is war about ?

BELLE
The girls at school tal ked about how
wrong slavery is.

MEADERS
What do you think war is about?
BELLE
" m not sure.
VEADERS
It's about killing. That's what any
war is about. | saw ny share of it

in the Mexican War. You won't know
what war is until you see a man dead
or dyi ng.

BELLE
| didn't know

MEADERS

How coul d you? You're too busy

fussing with your hair and wearing

pretty clothes to know anything. |

have to get back to work.
Meaders turns his back on Belle and unpacks a box.
Belle quietly |l eaves the store.
| NT. BOYD HOME - SITTING ROOM - SAME DAY - LATER
Ms. Boyd and Mary are busy sew ng uniforns.

Belle enters the sitting room



BELLE
Wat are you doi ng?

MARY
We're sewi ng buttons on these
uni forms. Tonorrow we're going to
knit socks.

MRS. BOYD
How are things at the store?

BELLE
D d you know that M ster Meaders was
in the Mexican War?

MRS. BOYD

He doesn't tal k about it nuch.
BELLE

He says war is about killing.

M's. Boyd sees Mary frown.

MRS. BOYD
Nobody's going to get killed around
her e.

Ms. Boyd gl ances at Belle.

MRS. BOYD ( CONT' D)
Don't just stand there. Take a
uni formand start sew ng

BELLE
Yes, ma'am

Bell e picks up a uniform sits down and exchanges a concer ned
| ook with her nother.

MRS. BOYD
(smles at Mary)
Mary, go over to Mss Quick's and
get nore buttons for these uniforns.

Mary puts down her sew ng.

MARY
"1l be right back

Mary | eaves the sitting room

MRS. BOYD
| don't want tal k about killing.

BELLE
l"msorry. It's just that -



MRS. BOYD
s scared. So am|l. She thinks
u

Mary
it's n sewi ng these dam buttons.

i
it f

Ms. Boyd starts to cry.
MRS. BOYD ( CONT' D)

| pray God keeps himsafe. |If
anyt hi ng happened to himl -

BOOM NG cannon fire is heard.
Belle and Ms. Boyd are startl ed.

BELLE
My God! Wat was that?

Belle runs to the front door and opens it. Confederate
sol diers run down the street.

GUN FI RE i s heard.

EXT. BOYD HOVE - PORCH - CONTI NU NG

Ms. Boyd and Eliza join Belle on the porch.
Bel | e sees Ben anong the sol diers.

BELLE
Papa! Papal

Ben | eaves the ranks and runs up to the porch.

BEN
(breat hi ng heavily)
We took casualties. Two of themare
at the Methodi st Chapel about a mle
back. They need hel p.

GUN FI RE conti nues.
BEN ( CONT' D)

The Yankees are right on our backs.
They' || take the town.

Ben runs fromthe porch.

Wth hands over their nouths in desperation, Belle, Ms.
Boyd and Eliza watch as Ben and ot her soldiers run down the
r oad.

| NT. METHODI ST CHAPEL - SAME DAY - NI CGHT

Belle and Eliza are mnistering to two wounded Confederate

soldiers laying on pallets in the aisle. Blood-stained cloths
are everywhere
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ELI ZA
These boys are hurt real bad.
they don't get help soon, they'l
di e.

f

I
BELLE

They're too weak to nove. W can't -

The chapel door BANGS open.

Uni on Sergeant Frederick Martin, a nean-spirited, angry nan,
30's, storns into the chapel.

SGT. MARTIN
Rebel s!

BELLE
They're hurt!

SGT. MARTIN

Let's see how hurt.

Martin goes to the pallets and kicks each wounded soldier in
t he side.

The ki cks cause the soldiers to cry out in pain.

BELLE
St op that!

Martin turns towards Belle and | eers.

SGI. MARTI N
A sassy rebel female. Pretty too.

Martin grabs Belle's dress - tears the sleeve.

SGT. MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Let's you and ne be friends, M ssy.

Belle slaps Martin's hand away.

BELLE
How dare you
SGI. MARTI N
You'll be sorry for that, Mss

Spitfire!
Martin lunges at Belle and they scuffle. Eliza joins the
fray by punching Martin in the back. The scuffling continues
until Union Colonel JOHN RIPLEY, 30's, enters the chapel.

Rl PLEY
VWhat the hell is going on, Sergeant?

Martin pulls hinself together and sal utes.



SGI. MARTI N
Sir. | was just -
Rl PLEY
That's all, Sergeant. D sm ssed.

An enbarrassed Martin salutes again and | eaves the chapel.

Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
" m Col onel John Ripley. Can | hel p?

BELLE
Can you hel p us get these nmen honme?

Ri pl ey eyes the bl ood-stained sheets and cl ot hs.

Rl PLEY

W' ve established hospital tents

nearby. 1'Il see they get there.
BELLE

In your hands they'l|l be prisoners.
Rl PLEY

They will receive the nedica
attention they need, Mss.

ELI ZA
We can't help these boys, Belle.

BELLE
Al right. And thank you for your
help with that soldier.

Rl PLEY

(smling)
G ad to oblige.

Ri pl ey checks the wounded sol di ers.
Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
You have ny word that no harmw ||
cone to these nen.
Bel |l e kneel s next to the wounded sol di ers.
BELLE
| wish | could help you but | can't.
This man has prom sed you will be
taken care of. God bl ess you.
Bell e and Eliza | eave the chapel.
EXT. CHAPEL - MOMENTS LATER

They wal k towards a horse drawn buggy.

11.



BELLE

M ster Meaders was right.
ELI ZA

About what ?
BELLE

War is about killing and dyi ng.

Said | was only interested in how

| ooked.

ELI ZA
(1 aughi ng)

He shoul d see you now.
| NT. BOYD HOVE - DI NI NG ROOM - LATE MORNI NG
Belle, Mary and Ms. Boyd eat breakfast.
Eliza is serving.
SHOUTI NG and CHEERING is heard fromthe street.

A band pl ays "Yankee Doodl e"

ELI ZA
The Yankees are planning a big Fourth
of July celebration. | hear they're

going to shoot off fireworks. They
make nme nervous with their strutting
all over town.

MRS. BOYD
Never m nd them Eliza, they're just
acting up because our nen aren't
her e.

BELLE
"1l stuff nmy ears with cotton so |
don't have to listen to their
cel ebrating.

ELI ZA
Wien | went to the Enporiumthis
nmorni ng, | saw sonme soldiers carrying

whi skey barrels. They'll be drunk
bef ore noon.

MRS. BOYD
Everybody stays in the house today.
Lock the doors and |l atch the w ndows.
No use | ooking for trouble.

MARY
VWhat if they cone here, nmama?

12.
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BELLE
Don't worry, Mary. We're safe here.

MRS. BOYD
Bell e, you shouldn't be as friendly
with them as you have been. Sone of
the wonen at the Ladies Guild tell
me that you've been flirting with
t hose boys.

LOUD YELLING is heard fromthe street.

BELLE
Staying inside today is a good idea.

EXT. STREET QUTSI DE BOYD HOVE - SAME DAY - LATER

UNI ON SOLDI ERS drink from open whi skey bottles. Sone stagger
around yelling and | eering at passersby.

Sergeant Martin is drunk - a nasty, threatening presence.

SGI. MARTI N
(slurred speech)
Hey, | think Mss Spitfire lives
around here.

PRI VATE ANDREWS, 20,s, staggers over to Martin.

PVT. ANDREWS
M ss who?

SGT. MARTI N
The bitch who nade ne | ook bad in
front of R pley.

PVT. ANDREWS
Ch, her. She struts around town al
the tinme talking and flirting with
the boys, pretty as you pl ease.

Andrews | ooks at the various houses and shops. He points to
t he Boyd house.

PVT. ANDREWS ( CONT' D)
She |ives over there.

Martin blinks a few tines through a drunken gaze. He | ooks
at the top of the house.

SGT. MARTI N
There ain't no Union flag flying
over that house.

PVT. ANDREWS
Maybe they got rebels in there.
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Martin staggers over to a whiskey barrel where three Union
soldiers are slurping it down pretty good.

SGI. MARTI N
We're gonna' get sonme rebels. Let's

go!
The five drunk sol diers stagger toward the Boyd house.
| NT. BOYD HOVE - SITTI NG ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Belle, Mary and Ms. Boyd are busy sewi ng buttons on unifornmns.
A loud THUD i s heard against the front door.

BELLE
VWhat is that?

Bell e junps up and noves to the front hall

At the second THUD, the door breaks fromits hinges and the
five drunken soldiers lurch into the front hall.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
What are you doing? Get out! Cet
out right now

The five soldiers push past Belle and storminto the sitting
room

They leer at a frightened Mary and Ms. Boyd.

They grab fruit froma bow on the table and stuff their
faces.

Bell e appears in the sitting room

BELLE ( CONT' D)
How dare you! You're drunk. Get
out!

Sgt. Martin turns to Belle.

SGI. MARTI N
Shut your nouth! We're | ooking for
rebels and we're gonna' hang the
Union flag from your roof.

M's. Boyd stands and defiantly wal ks up to Sgt. Martin.

MRS. BOYD
Get out!

SGI. MARTI N
Hand over the rebels.
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MRS. BOYD
There are no rebels in this house.
Get out!

SGI. MARTI N

Since you ain't got rebels we're
gonna' hang our flag and show
everybody you ain't rebels.

Bel |l e senses real danger from Martin and sl owy makes her
way to the

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Bell e renoves the pistol froma drawer and re-enters the
I NT. SITTI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Martin is very close to Ms. Boyd. She gives no ground to
the threat standing in front of her.

MRS. BOYD
You will not fly your flag on ny
roof. Every one in this house wll
die before we submt to such shane!

Sgt. Martin noves closer to Ms. Boyd - a hair's breath from
physi cal contact.

Bell e raises the pistol and ains at Martin's back.

BELLE
Get away from ny not her!

Sgt. Martin, too drunk to conprehend what Belle just said,
grabs Ms. Boyd by the shoul der.

Belle fires the pistol. BANG
Sgt. Martin wavers and falls to the floor, face down.
Pvt. Andrews wal ks up to Martin's body and turns it over.

PVT. ANDREWS
He's dead! She killed him

Pvt. Andrews, sobered by the sequence of events, turns to
Bel | e.

PVT. ANDREWS ( CONT' D)
Pl ease, M ss, put the gun down and
we'll renove the body. W neant no
har m

A dazed Belle drops the pistol and slunps into a chair.
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The four soldiers hurriedly roll Martin's body onto a | arge
throw rug and carry it out of the house.

EXT. BOYD HOVE - PORCH -  CONTI NUI NG

The four soldiers carrying the rug are spotted and surrounded
by ot her sol diers.

SOLDI ER
VWhat the hell happened? Wy you
carrying that rug?

PVT. ANDREWS
Martin is dead! The girl killed
hi m

SOLDI ER
Wiy did she kill hin®

PVT. ANDREWS
She just did. W've got to get him
out of here.

As the rug soldiers |unber away, the other soldiers becone a
ragi ng nob.

CROND OF SOLDI ERS
Burn t hem out! Burn the rebels out!

The soldiers turn over horse carriages, tear up the buggy
wood and pile it up on the porch of the Boyd hone.

Afire is started.

The ponnntion becpnes_intense as mﬁndoms are snmashed and
soldiers fire their side arns in the air

Townspeopl e run for cover.

From down the street, Ripley, riding a horse, cones gall oping
up, stops in front of the Boyd honme and fires his side arm
into air. He maneuvers the horse into the soldiers in an
attenpt to di sperse them

Ri pl ey di smounts and runs up to the burning pile. He kicks
at the wood to break up the fire.

Ripley turns to SGI. BURNS who has joined Ripley in kicking
at the fire.

Rl PLEY
Sergeant! Get these nen under contro
and back to the barracks. | want a
guard placed around this house. No
one in and no one out! |Is that clear,
Ser geant ?
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SGI. BURNS
Yes sir.

Ri pl ey pushes burning enbers fromhis path, clinbs over the
broken front door and enters the house.

| NT. BOYD HOVE - SITTI NG ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Belle, Eliza, Mary and Ms. Boyd are all dazed and sobbi ng.

Rl PLEY
| s anyone hurt?

BELLE
Go away.

Rl PLEY
WIl sonmeone tell ne what happened?

ELI ZA
He was attacking Ms. Boyd and Belle
shot him

Ri pl ey sees the pistol on the floor and picks it up.

Rl PLEY
"Il have sone nen re-hinge the door.

| NT. GENERAL ROBERT PATTERSON S TENT HEADQUARTERS - SAME DAY-
EVENI NG

UNI ON GENERAL ROBERT PATTERSON, 50's, and Ripley sit at a
t abl e.

Rl PLEY
And there you have it, sir. The
girl killed Martin in self-defence.

GENERAL PATTERSON
"' m nore concerned with how the nen
wll react to no charges being filed
against this girl.

Rl PLEY
Martin won't be m ssed. He was not
well -liked and the nen who w t nessed

t he shooti ng backed up what the black
girl told me. Martin was going after
t he not her.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Di scipline those fools who broke
into the house. And make sure the
t ownspeopl e know. We need themto
stay quiet while we're here as an
occupyi ng force.



Rl PLEY
"Il see to it, sir. 1've posted a
guard around the house until things
settle down.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Good. Anything el se?

Rl PLEY
l"mgoing to visit the girl and her
famly tonorrow.

| NT. BOYD HOVE - SI TTI NG ROOM - DAY
Bell e and Ms. Boyd sit and read.

MRS. BOYD
Those guards do make a fuss. They
ask after your health at |east three
times a day. They ask nme if there
is anything they can do. W're
prisoners in our own house. If it
wasn't for Eliza being allowed to go
to market we would near starve to
deat h.

BELLE
They nean no harm mana.

MRS. BOYD
Are you sl eeping any better?

BELLE
| dream about those boys in the chapel
and about daddy and what happened.

A KNOCK on the front door interrupts the conversation.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
"1 get it.

Belle wal ks to the foyer and opens the front door.
Ripley is there.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Hel | o, Col onel .

Rl PLEY
May | cone in?

BELLE
O course.

Belle and Ripley enter the sitting room

18.
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MRS. BOYD
(none too pleased to
see Ripley)
Yes?
Rl PLEY

My apol ogi es for what happened and
to tell you the matter has been
dropped. GCeneral Patterson sends
his regards. ['msure there will be
no further trouble.

MRS. BOYD
Can we | eave the house?

Rl PLEY
"1l renove the guard i medi ately.

The ensuing sil ence makes Ri pl ey unconfortabl e.

Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
Well, I'll see nyself out. Goodbye.

Ri pl ey makes his way out of the house.

BELLE
It was nice of himto stop by.

Ms. Boyd puts a hard stare on Belle.
MRS. BOYD

That man is the eneny and | don't
want himin this house!

Ms. Boyd stands and goes to Belle.
MRS. BOYD ( CONT' D)
My nerves are on edge. Wy don't
you go to the store and see how M ster
Meaders is getting on. The fresh
air will do you good.
| NT. BOYD S EMPORI UM - SAME DAY - LATER
Meaders i s unpacki ng boxes.
Bell e enters.
Meaders | ooks up - watches Bell e exam ne various store itens.

MEADERS
Heard what happened.

Bell e continues to exam ne and pick up itens.

BELLE
s there anything | can do?



20.

VEADERS
Put it out of your m nd.

Bel |l e | ooks at Meaders.

BELLE
| killed -
A heart wenching cry fromBelle - Meaders noves quickly to
catch Belle before she crunples to the ground.
MEADERS
No shane in crying when you have a

reason.

Bell e's sobbing brings tears to Meaders' eyes as he hol ds
Bel | e.

He wal ks Belle to a bench, sits her down and goes for a
handker chi ef .

VEADERS ( CONT' D)
Here you go.

Bel | e wi pes her eyes.

BELLE
He was going to hurt ny nother.

Meaders kneels next to the bench.

MEADERS
You did what a soldier does in war.
You protected your own. Just |ike
your daddy is doing to protect his
famly, this store and your hone.

Bel | e st ands.

BELLE
| should be getting hone.

Belle starts for the door - turns and faces Meaders.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Thank you.

Bell e turns and heads for the door.
MEADERS
(smling)
You can fuss with your hair all you
want .
Bel | e opens the door and | eaves the store.

Meaders goes to the door and watches Bell e wal k away.
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MEADERS ( CONT' D)
(aloud, to hinself)
Now you know what war is all about.
| NT. BOYD S EMPORI UM - DAY
Belle is alone in the store.
A young Uni on sol dier enters.

YOUNG SOLDI ER
Hell o, Mss Belle. Do you renenber

me?

BELLE
O course | do. You were guarding
my house. It was so nice of you to

ask after ne and ny famly.

YOUNG SCLDI ER
Yes, ma'am

Young sol di er inspects the various candi es on display.

YOUNG SOLDI ER ( CONT' D)
Do you have any candy?

BELLE
You're looking right at it.

YOUNG SOLDI ER
Sol am | guess I'ma little nervous
talking to you in a civilian way.
Had no trouble when | was on duty.

BELLE
Do | make you nervous?

YOUNG SOLDI ER
| don't get to talk much with girls.

BELLE
A good | ooki ng boy Iike you should
have no trouble sparking the girls.

YOUNG SOLDI ER
Maybe | don't try hard enough.

He gazes at the candy.

YOUNG SOLDI ER ( CONT' D)
You sure have a | ot of candy.

Bell e plays into the young sol dier's innocence.



BELLE
"1l bet you have nore soldiers than
| have candy.

Br avado ti me!

YOUNG SOLDI ER
W sure do.

BELLE
"1l bet you have a | ot of cannon.

YOUNG SOLDI ER
Sure do.

Bell e sets the bait.

BELLE
Tell me how many soldiers and |'|
gi ve you a piece of candy.

The fish opens his nouth.

The young

YOUNG SOLDI ER
Gve ne a kiss and I'll tell you how
many cannon.

BELLE
Tell me first, then I'lIl give you a
ki ss.

sol di er | eans across the counter.

YOUNG SOLDI ER
| could get into a lot of trouble.

BELLE
The only trouble you can get into
with me is girl trouble.

Bel | e squeezes hi s hand.

He whispers in her ear. W don't hear what he says.

Bell e | eads the young sol di er

YOUNG SOLDI ER
You owe ne a ki ss.

BELLE
Come with nme to the back room You
don't want anybody seei ng you sparki ng
a rebel.

of the store.

Canmera | oses sight of them

22.

by the hand to the back room



| NT. BOYD HOVE - ELIZA' S BEDROOM - LATE NI GHT
Eliza is fast asleep.
A soft KNOCK on the door wakes her up.

ELI ZA
VWho' s that?

BELLE
It's Belle.

Bell e enters the bedroom

ELI ZA
You have anot her bad dreanf

BELLE
No.

Belle sits on the bed.

BELLE ( CONT' D)

| want you to give this note to M ster

Baker at the barber shop.

23.

Bell e renoves a fol ded piece of paper from her dress pocket.

ELI ZA
VWhat's in the note?

BELLE
I nformation for Col onel Jackson.
M ster Baker knows how to get it
t hrough Union I|ines.

ELI ZA
Sonebody m ght see ne pass the note.

BELLE

You're smart enough to get it to him

wi t hout being seen. This is very

inportant and it'll help Mster Boyd.
ELI ZA
You' re gonna' nmake ne feel guilty if
| don't?
BELLE

You bet. Take the note and make
sure M ster Baker gets it tonorrow.

| NT. BOYD HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - NEXT DAY - LATE MORNI NG

Belle, Mary and Ms. Boyd eat breakfast.

The front door opens.
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Ri pley and two Union soldiers, with a crying Eliza in tow,
enter and wal k into the dining room

Rl PLEY
You are under arrest, M ss Boyd.
Pl ease cone with ne.

BELLE
Arrest?

MRS. BOYD
You said the matter was dropped!

Rl PLEY
The charge is attenpting to pass
mlitary information to the eneny.

ELI ZA

(crying)
They saw ne with the note.

Bell e stands and | eaves with Ripley, the two soldiers and
Eliza.

MRS. BOYD
(to herself)
Ch, ny God! Onh Belle, what have you
done?

| NT. GENERAL ROBERT PATTERSON S TENT HEADQUARTERS - SAME DAY-
LATER

CGeneral Patterson, Mjor JAMES EDWARDS and Col onel TOM
THATCHER sit at a table.

Ripley and Belle stand in front of the table.
Eliza is seated in the back of the tent.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Do you realize the seriousness of
t he charge brought against you, M ss
Boyd?

BELLE
| was trying to help ny father.
don't want himto die.

GENERAL PATTERSON
You were attenpting to pass strategic
mlitary information to the eneny
using that girl as your acconpli ce.

Patterson picks up a docunent fromthe table and reads:
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GENERAL PATTERSON ( CONT' D)
Whoever shall give food, ammunition,
information to, or aid and abet the
enem es of the United States
government in any manner what soever,
shal |l suffer death or whatever penalty
t he honor abl e nenbers of the court-
martial shall see fit to inflict.

Patt erson pl aces the docunent on the table.

GENERAL PATTERSON ( CONT' D)
Do you feel any renorse for your
act?

BELLE
| was trying to help ny father.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Your reason does not excuse your
act. Do you have anything else to
say before | pass sentence.

BELLE
No.

GENERAL PATTERSON
How ol d are you?

BELLE
Sevent een.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Sevent een. You shoot a Union sol dier
and now you attenpt to pass
information to the eneny and -

BELLE
Your enem es, not mne and -

GENERAL PATTERSON

(very angry)
That's enough! Do you under st and
you coul d be hanged?

Bell e | oses her balance - Ripley holds her upright.

BELLE
May | sit down?

Patterson waves in the direction of an enpty chair.
Belle starts to cry - Ripley helps her to the chair.
GENERAL PATTERSON

| want your solemm prom se that you
won't pass any nore messages.
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Bel | e noves her hand behind her back and crosses her fingers.
A sign that she is not telling the truth

Bel | e,

BELLE
| prom se, sir.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Al right. You may go and take your
acconplice with you. Colonel R pley,
pl ease see that these two get hone.

Ri pley and Eliza | eave the tent.

COLONEL THATCHER
Well, General, you could have spanked
her. Heard she |likes to be spanked.

GENERAL PATTERSON
What ?

COLONEL THATCHER
Heard the nen tal ki ng about her.
She's the center of attention.
think I know why.

GENERAL PATTERSON
What the hell else could | do?
Lincoln's order is to handle civilian
spies with kid gloves. He wants no
martyrs to the rebel cause.

MAJOR EDWARDS
How nmuch harm coul d her information
have done?

GENERAL PATTERSON
Her note was precise. It indicated
our novenent east toward Washi ngton.
It had troop strength and nunber of
cannon. |If Jackson was inforned, he
woul d have been able to defend agai nst
it.

COLONEL THATCHER
Do you think she understands what
war is about?

MAJOR EDWARDS
She's a chil d. How coul d she?

| NT. BOYD HOME - DI NI NG ROOM - SAME DAY - LATER

M s.

Boyd and Mary sit at the table.

The front door opens. Belle and Eliza enter.



Bell e and

Ms. Boyd

MRS. BOYD
Belle? 1Is that you?

Eliza enter the dining room

BELLE
They let nme go with a warning.

ELI ZA
They' re gonna' hang you next tinmne.
Lord only knows what they'd do to
ne.

MRS. BOYD
Hang? ©Ch ny God, Belle! You can't
stay here. You're going to Front
Royal and stay with your aunt and
uncl e.

BELLE
| won't cause any nore trouble.
want to stay.

stands and goes to Belle.

MRS. BOYD
Renmenber when you were twel ve and we
had a Sunday picnic? You didn't
want to sit at the children's table
so you got your horse and rode him
around t he tables.

Bel | e | aughs.

MRS. BOYD ( CONT' D)
| knew then that you had a stubborn
streak. You say you won't cause
trouble but I know you, Isabella,
and you won't stop now.

Bell e takes a breath.

Ms. Boyd

BELLE
Can Eliza cone with ne?

ELI ZA
You're not |eaving ne here, Mss
Bel | e.

hugs Bel | e.
MRS. BOYD

O course she can go. Go pack
"1l get soneone to take you

27.
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EXT. FRONT ROYAL - STRI CKLER HOTEL - DAY

On the lawmn in front of the hotel is a sign that reads:
STRI CKLER HOTEL

Belle and Eliza ride up in a horse drawn buggy driven by
M STER BALDW N, 40's.

They clinb out of the buggy.

Bell e's UNCLE JAMES and AUNT FRANCES energe fromthe hote
and wal k towards Belle and Eli za.

AUNT FRANCES
Ch Belle, it's so good to see you
again. You too, Eliza.

Bel | e hugs Aunt Frances.
Belle turns to Uncle Janmes and gives him a hug.

BELLE
Hel | o, Uncl e Janes.

AUNT FRANCES
Bot h of you cone inside and have
sonething to drink

Belle turns to M ster Bal dw n.

BELLE
Thank you for bringing us, Mster
Bal dw n. Cone inside for sonething
to drink.

M STER BALDW N
Thank you, Belle, but | best be
getting back to Martinsburg. It
sure was an honor to drive the Siren
of the Shenandoah.

BELLE
The what ?

M STER BALDW N
That' s what people are calling you.
What with you trying to pass
information to Col onel Jackson and
def endi ng your nother Iike you did.
Peopl e admre your spirit.

UNCLE JAMES
You' ve been witten up in the Yankee
newspapers. They call you the rebel

spy.

Bel | e pl aces her hand behi nd her back and crosses her fingers.
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BELLE
My lord! | don't want to be fanous.

Baldwin tips his hat and clinbs up into the buggy and drives
of f.

Belle, Eliza, Aunt Frances and Uncle Janes wal k toward the
hot el .

| NT. HOTEL - LOBBY - DAY
Bell e and Aunt Frances sit at a table.
Uncl e Janmes enters the | obby.

UNCLE JAMES
Sone of the Manassas wounded are
bei ng brought here. They're setting
up a hospital just down the road.

BELLE
| s there anything we can do?

UNCLE JAMES
They' Il be | ooking for volunteers.
Fromthe size of the area being set
up with hospital tents, 1'd say there
will be quite a few

AUNT FRANCES
Those poor boys.

BELLE
Eliza and | can hel p.

UNCLE JAMES
You' ve never seen anything like what's
com ng.

BELLE

VWhat if ny father was wounded? 1'd
want sonmeone to help him Tel
whoever is in charge that Eliza and
| will be there first thing in the
nor ni ng.

UNCLE JAMES
"1l go right now and tell themthat
angel s of nercy are on the way.
| NT. HOSPI TAL TENT - EARLY MORNI NG
Belle and Eliza talk with DOCTOR ROBERT FI ELDS, 30's.

The tent is filled with wounded soldiers on pallets, nmany
are MOANI NG and SCREAM NG



Oderlies attend to the nen.

DR FI ELDS
| appreciate you comng. First we
need get you into hospital gowns.
Don't want those pretty dresses al
bl oody.

ELI ZA
VWat's that awful snell?

DR FI ELDS
Gangrene. A bullet wound causes a
| oss of blood supply to an armor a
leg and the tissue dies. Sone of

t hese boys need anputations. [|f we
don't cut off the bad linb, they'll
di e.

ELI ZA

| think 1'"mgoing to be sick.
Eliza hurries out of the tent.

BELLE
Me too.

Belle hurries fromthe tent.
EXT. HOSPI TAL TENT - CONTI NUOUS
Bell e and Eliza both gasp and vomt.
ELI ZA
If this is war, |1'd rather take ny
chances back in Martinsburg with
t hose Yankees.

BELLE
They really need our hel p.

Dr. Fields cones out of the hospital tent.

DR. FI ELDS
| apol ogi ze for not preparing you
for that. |I'mused to it. Although

| don't think you really get used to
it. Let's walk over to the supply

tent and get you sone hospital gowns.

That is, if you still want to hel p.
BELLE

W do.
DR. FI ELDS

The supply tent is over there.

30.
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Dr. Fields, Belle and Eliza walk to the supply tent and enter
| NT. HOSPI TAL TENT - CONTI NUQUS

The supply tent is filled with nmedical supplies, surgica
gowns, assorted saws, nedical instrunments and buckets.

Dr. Fields runmages through a pile of gowns, finds two that
|l ook like they'Il fit and hands one to Belle and one to Eliza.

ELI ZA
Are those water buckets?

DR FI ELDS
Those buckets are used only for
anput ated body parts. Don't ever
drink fromthemor you'll wi nd up on
a pallet.

Belle and Eliza smle weakly.

BELLE
VWhat do you want us to do?

DR FI ELDS
First, change into those gowns.
"1l wait outside.

| NT. HOTEL - LOBBY - SAME DAY - LATER
Uncl e Janes and Aunt Frances sit at a table.

Belle and Eliza, dressed in their dresses and tired and weary,
enter the | obby.

AUNT FRANCES
Grls, come over here and sit down.
You | ook |i ke death warned over.

BELLE
Pl ease don't tal k about death. W' ve
seen enough today. Eliza, go get
sone rest.

ELI ZA
You need anyt hi ng?

BELLE
You' ve done enough today. Go.

Eli za | eaves the | obby.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
VWar is horrible.
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UNCLE JAMES
You don't have to go back, Belle.
" m sure they' Il understand.
BELLE

We have to go back. W have to help
t hose boys. They're so -

Belle starts to cry.
Aunt Frances stands and goes to Belle.

AUNT FRANCES
You go ahead and cry.

| NT. HOSPI TAL TENT - EARLY MORNI NG
Bell e assists Dr. Fields with bandages.

Eliza tends to the wounded. She places cool cloths on
f or eheads.

QO her female volunteers are seen mnistering to the wounded
sol di ers.

The sound of the mainmed and the dying is overwhel m ng.
Doctors and orderlies perform anputations.

DR FI ELDS
Belle, go to the supply tent. W
need nore quinine. Some of these
boys have malaria. They won't nake
it without quinine.

BELLE
"1l be right back

Bell e | eaves the hospital tent.

Dr. Fields perfornms a foot anmputation and holds the foot in
hi s hand.

DR. FI ELDS
Eli za, hand ne a bucket.

Eli za holds a bucket at arnms length. Dr. Fields drops the
foot into the bucket.

Belle enters the tent. She holds three bottles of quinine.

DR. FI ELDS ( CONT' D)
W need nore than three bottl es,
Bel | e.

BELLE
This is the last of it.



DR. FI ELDS
There has to be nore.

Dr. Fields hurries fromthe tent.
Belle foll ows himout.
EXT. HOSPI TAL TENT - CONTI NUOUS

Bell e catches up with Dr. Fields.

BELLE
There is no nore quinine.
DR. FI ELDS
Damm it. | can't keep these boys

alive without it.

BELLE
Do the Yankees use qui ni ne?

DR FI ELDS
Are you going to ask themfor sonme?

BELLE
The Yankees set up hospital tents in
Martinsburg for their wounded from
Harper's Ferry.

DR, Fl ELDS
I f you' re going, go soon

SUPERI MPOSE: ROAD TO MARTI NSBURG
EXT. DUSTY ROAD - DAY
Belle and Eliza ride in a buggy.

ELI ZA
They catch us stealing quinine, they
hang us for sure.

BELLE
We have a better chance of getting
t he qui ni ne than anyone el se.

ELI ZA
And how are we gonna' do this?

BELLE
| don't know - yet.

Bell e waves to the Union sentries as she rides into
Mar ti nsburg.
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| NT. GENERAL ROBERT PATTERSON S TENT HEADQUARTERS - SAME DAY-

LATER

General Patterson sits at a table and is reading reports.

Ri pl ey enters,

smling broadly.

Rl PLEY

(smling)
Excuse nme, GCeneral.

Yes,

GENERAL PATTERSON

what is it? Wy are you smling?

Did the rebels surrender?

Rl PLEY

No, sir. There is sonmeone here to
see you.

GENERAL PATTERSON

Al right. Bring himin.

Belle enters the tent.

Hel | o,
agai n.
Ch, no.

BELLE
sir. It's nice to see you

GENERAL PATTERSON
What did you do now?

Rl PLEY

Belle is here of her own free wll,

sir.

Why ?

Bel | e pl aces her

GENERAL PATTERSON

hand behi nd her back and crosses her fingers.

BELLE

| wanted to apol ogize and tell you
how sorry | amfor what | tried to

do.

realize how foolish | was.

amsorry, sir.

GENERAL PATTERSON

" mglad you've conme to your senses.

Can |

BELLE
stay for a few days? | mss

my not her and sister so much.

GENERAL PATTERSON

No harmin that since we wll be
| eavi ng Martinsburg shortly.
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BELLE
Thank you, sir. Good bye.

Bell e | eaves the tent.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Keep an eye on her, Col onel.

Rl PLEY
| wll, sir.

Ri pl ey salutes and | eaves the tent.

EXT. GENERAL ROBERT PATTERSON S TENT HEADQUARTERS - MOMENTS
LATER

Ri pl ey catches up with Belle.

Rl PLEY
VWhat are you up to? You didn't cone
back just to see your famly.

Bell e places a hand on Ri pley's shoul der.

BELLE
Can | trust you, John?

Bell e and R pley wal k on, engaged in quiet conversation. W
see Belle wap her armaround Ripley's waist.

| NT. BOYD HOVE - Kl TCHEN - DAY
Belle and Eliza talk in hushed tones.

BELLE
They're | eaving Martinsburg. They
have started to | oad the nedica
supplies into the wagons. | spotted
the quinine. 1'mgoing to the wagons
toni ght and take the qui nine.

ELI ZA
And how are you gonna' do that?

BELLE
Last night | watched the supply
wagons. They have two sentries
guarding them You're going to nmake
one of your fanous apple pies and
| eave it here in the kitchen. Then
you're going to wal k to the wagons
and tell the sentries that hospital
tents make you nervous.

ELI ZA
Ain't that the truth.



BELLE
Have them wal k back to the house
for the pie.

ELI ZA
VWhat if they don't cone back with
me? What if they ask after you?

BELLE
They' Il conme with you. Tell them
l"min Martinsburg. Those sentries
are the sane ones who were wat ching
t he house. Renenber themcomng in
all the tinme asking about ny health
and what not?

ELI ZA
You think they're sweet on you?
BELLE
| know they are. 1'll be watching
you. Wen you start back to the
house, I'll go to the wagons, take

t he quinine and hide it behind the
trees.

ELI ZA
What if sonebody sees you?

BELLE
| have a friend.

ELI ZA
"' m not gonna' ask who.

BELLE
We have to get that quinine. You
saw t hose sol diers -

ELI ZA
Al right. But what do | say when
t hey conme back here and start asking
about you?

BELLE
Tell them |l went to the Enporiumfor
sonething to drink. Sonething to go
with the apple pie.

ELI ZA
Lord have nercy.

BELLE
Start making that pie.

36.



EXT. CONFEDERATE HOSPI TAL TENT - EARLY MORNI NG

Belle and Eliza ride up to the tent in a wagon

37.

Belle clinbs down and calls to an orderly wal king to the

tent.

BELLE
Excuse ne, is Doctor Fields inside.

ORDERLY
Hell o, M ss Bell e. Yes he is.

BELLE
Wul d you ask himto step out.
woul d i ke to speak to him

ORDERLY
"1l go get him

Orderly enters the tent and nonents later, Dr.
out of the tent.

DR. FI ELDS
Hell o, Belle. How are you?

BELLE
| have a present for you

Fi el ds cones

Belle wal ks to the wagon and renoves a cover to reveal a

supply of quinine.

DR, Fl ELDS
How did you do it?

BELLE
Let's just say | exchanged an apple
pie for the quinine.

DR FI ELDS
You canme back just in time. There's
a Union reginent noving fromthe
north and we can't defend Front Royal
with the few troops here. W'Il be
| eavi ng shortly.

BELLE
"' m going back to the hotel. Eliza
and | left Martinsburg early this
nor ni ng and we need sone sleep. God
bl ess you, Doctor.

Dr. Fields kisses Belle's hand.
DR. FI ELDS

God bl ess you, Belle. God bless
you, Eliza.



38.
| NT. HOTEL - LOBBY - DAY
Uncl e Janes and Aunt Frances sit at a table.

A. W CLARKE, an obese, unkenpt and slovenly nman, 30's, sits
at the sane table. Cdarke is drunk

Belle enters the | obby and wal ks to the table.

UNCLE JAMES
D d everything go okay?

BELLE
Yes, Eliza and | are fine. Tired
but ot herwi se fi ne.

UNCLE JAMES
Belle, this is Mster Clarke. He's
a newspaper man from New York cone
to cover the war.

Cl arke wobbles to his feet and extends a sweaty paw to Belle.
CLARKE
s this the fanous Bell e Boyd? You
are known throughout the North for
your, shall we call them exploits?

Bel | e takes the extended hand with two fingers.

BELLE
WIIl you be staying long, Mster
C arke?
Clarke |l eers at Belle.
CLARKE

Depends on whet her anyt hi ng
interesting i s going on here.

Cl ar ke wobbl es and grabs the table.

CLARKE ( CONT' D)
Pl ease excuse ne, | have to finish
my article. | do hope to see you
again, M ss Boyd.

BELLE
(icily)
Good bye, Mster d ark.

Cl arke | eaves the table, leers at Belle and stunbles up the
stairs.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
VWhat a horrible man! Does he have
to stay here?
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AUNT FRANCES
We can't afford not to be hospitable.
We don't want himto wite that we
are not a courteous people.

BELLE
Peopl e |Ii ke himshouldn't be all owed
to wite. He made ny skin craw .

AUNT FRANCES
Stay out of his way and things wl|

be fine.

BELLE
I"'mtired. 1'mgoing to sleep for a
week.

UNCLE JAMES

Don't worry about Clarke. He told

me and Frances that a General
Patterson and a Union force are noving
this way. | passed this information
on and our troops are noving out in

t he norni ng.

BELLE
Way woul d that horrible man tell you
about troop novenents?

UNCLE JAMES

(grinning)
" man innkeeper. Find a man's
weakness and use it agai nst him

Uncl e Janmes gives Belle a know ng | ook.

UNCLE JAMES ( CONT' D)
| have a feeling you know what |'m
t al ki ng about .

BELLE

Did you ply that man wth |iquor
Uncl e Janmes?

UNCLE JAMES
| was just show ng himsouthern
hospitality.

Al three laugh at the cormment. Belle kisses Aunt Frances
and Uncl e Janes and wal ks up the stairs.

EXT. FRONT ROYAL HOTEL - DAY
A Union reginment rides up to the front of the hotel.

Ceneral Patterson and Ripley disnmunt and stride into the
hot el .
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| NT. HOTEL - LOBBY - MOMENTS LATER
Uncl e James and Aunt Frances stand in the | obby.
Ceneral Patterson and Ripley enter the | obby.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Good day. | am General Patterson
commander of the Union regi nent now
occupying this town. This is Col onel
Ri pl ey, ny aide-de-canp. And you
are?

UNCLE JAMES
The proprietors.

GENERAL PATTERSON
| am commandeering your hotel as ny
headquarters. Do you have any guests?

UNCLE JAMES
Qur niece and a newspaper man from
New Yor K.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Informthemthat we are here and
they are welconme to stay. W wll
i nconveni ence you as little as
possi ble. Do you have a draw ng
roonf?

UNCLE JAMES
Yes, it's over there.

CENERAL PATTERSON
May | see it?

Uncl e Janes, Aunt Frances and General Patterson wal k towards
the drawi ng room and enter.

| NT. DRAW NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The roomis nmediumsize with a large table and chairs, and a
I t

china closet. Book shelves line a wall. It is filled with
books.
GENERAL PATTERSON
This will do nicely. 1'lIl have ny
men carefully renobve your persona
items. |I'musing this roomas ny

command post.
Bell e enters the drawi ng room

BELLE
Uncl e Janes, who are those soldiers
out si de?
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A surprised Belle spots General Patterson and Ripley.

AUNT FRANCES
Belle, this is General Patterson and
Col onel Ripley. GCeneral, this is
our niece, Belle Boyd.

GENERAL PATTERSON
(frowni ng)
We are acquai nt ed.

Patterson | ocks eyes with Belle.

CENERAL PATTERSON ( CONT' D)
| don't suppose you know anyt hi ng
about stol en quinine?

Bel | e pl aces her hand behi nd her back and crosses her fingers.

BELLE
| don't know what you're talking
about .

GENERAL PATTERSON
Qui ni ne was stolen fromour nedica
supplies while you were in
Mar ti nsburg.

Uncl e Janes senses the tension between Patterson and Bell e -
he junps in.

UNCLE JAMES
May | offer you sone refreshnent,
Ceneral ?

Patterson continues to stare at Bell e.

CENERAL PATTERSON
Thank you. | appreciate the offer.

AUNT FRANCES
Bell e, you and Eliza nmake up roons
for the General and his staff.

BELLE
Ri ght away, Aunt Frances.

Bel | e makes a hasty retreat fromthe drawi ng room

UNCLE JAMES
Come, gentlenen, let's get that drink.

I NT. HOTEL - UPPER FLOOR - LATER

Belle is entering her room- C arke cones up behind her.
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CLARKE
Hel | o, M ssy.

Surprised, Belle turns to d arke.

BELLE
"' mrather busy.

Cl arke, drunk, pushes his bul k against Belle, pinning her to
the wal | .

CLARKE
Too busy to talk to ne?

Bel | e pushes O arke away. He leans into Belle and grabs her
shoul ders.

CLARKE ( CONT' D)
Come on, Mssy. Be nice to ne and
"Il wite nice things about you.

Bell e steps on Clarke's foot - hard.

Clark lets out a YELL and snacks Bell e across the cheek.

Her face shows disbelief, then disdain, and then resol ve.
Bell e knees Clarke in the groin and inmediately follows it

up with a swft conbination of punches to C arke's face and
nose. Her next punch lands on Clarke's left eye and as he
brings his hands up to protect his face, Belle's "field goal"”
kick to Clarke's groin brings the big man crashing to his
knees and then to the floor whining like a big, fat baby.

Suddenly, Ripley appears fromthe stairs. He steps in between
Belle and the prostrate C arke.

Rl PLEY
VWhat the hell is going on?

Cl arke stands up and tries to reach around Ripley to get at
Bel | e.

Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
Stop it! Stop it!

BELLE
| can take care of nyself.

Clark's face is scratched, his eye swollen and his nose is
bl eedi ng.

Belle's blouse is torn and her nouth is bl eeding.

Ripley turns to d arke.
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Rl PLEY
Renove yoursel f, sir.

CLARKE
Bi tch!

Rl PLEY
Leave! Now

Cl arke stunbl es away, nmunbling under his breath.

Noticing the blood on Belle's face, Ripley renoves a yell ow
bandanna from his back pocket and w pes Belle's nouth.

She leans into Ripley, conpletely overcone.

Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
Is this your roonf

Bel | e nods.

Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
Let's get you inside so you can sit
down.

| NT. BELLE' S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Ri pley helps Belle to the bed and she sits down.

Rl PLEY
|"mgoing to get the surgeon to | ook
at your face.

BELLE
I"mall right.

Rl PLEY
Can | call on you this evening?
want to make sure you're all right.

BELLE
"1l be on the porch around eight.

Rl PLEY
"1l see you then.

EXT. HOTEL - PORCH - SAME DAY - EVEN NG
Belle and Ripley sit on a porch sw ng.

Rl PLEY
Did you get sone rest?

BELLE
| feel better than | did this
afternoon. | really appreciate your
hel p.
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Rl PLEY
I"mglad | heard the scuffle.

BELLE
What do you do when you're not
rescui ng dansels in distress?

Rl PLEY
|'"'ma teacher by profession and a
soldier by circunstance. M parents
di ed when | was young. M sister
and | lived with our aunt and uncle
in Boston. Wat do you do when you're
not beating up nen tw ce your size?

BELLE
| worry about ny father and what
this war is doing.

Rl PLEY
Do you believe in slavery?

BELLE
Where woul d the slaves go? Wat
woul d they do? | don't know the

answer. The North says it's against
slavery but it buys all our cotton.

Rl PLEY
VWhen this war is over we'll know t he
answer .

I NT. HOTEL - DI Nl NG ROOM - NEXT DAY - MORNI NG

Aunt Frances serves breakfast to three Union officers who
sit at a table.

The ot her tables are enpty.
Belle enters the dining roomand sits at an enpty table,
Aunt Frances wal ks over to Belle.

AUNT FRANCES
Good nor ni ng.

Bell e notices the enpty tables.

BELLE
VWhere are the rest of the officers?

AUNT FRANCES
They left early this norning. GCeneral
Patt erson sai d goodbye and rode off
with nost of the troops.
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Bel |l e stands and wal ks over to the table with the three Union
officers. The three stand.

BELLE
May | sit?

UNI ON OFFI CER #1
O course.

The four sit.

BELLE
| wanted to say goodbye to Genera
Patterson. |s he com ng back soon?

Belle wipes the officer's lapel to renpbve non-existent |int.
Her hand lingers. The officer feels Belle's hand squeeze
hi s shoul der.

UNI ON OFFI CER #1
Depends on how soon he catches up
wi th Jackson's reginment.

Bel | e stands up.

BELLE
| just renmenbered sonething. Please
excuse Ime.

Bell e abruptly wal ks away fromthe puzzled officers.
She wal ks over to Aunt Frances.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Have you seen M ster C arke?

AUNT FRANCES
| haven't seen him since yesterday
af t er noon.

BELLE
" mgoing to check on him

Bell e strides out of the dining room
AUNT FRANCES
(to herself)
VWhat is the matter with that girl?
| NT. HOTEL - UPPER FLOOR - MOMENTS LATER

Bel |l e wal ks down the hallway, stops in front of C arke's
room and KNOCKS on the door.

The door opens - C arke sees Belle.
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CLARKE
Get out!

Clarke attenpts to shut the door - Belle pushes her way into
the room

BELLE

A very reliable source has told ne
that the Yankees are hunting down
Ceneral Jackson's reginent. [|f you
don't tell nme what | want to know, |
will tell my Uncle James to nake
sure that General Jackson and ny
fat her hear about you nol esting ne.

Cl arke is concerned.

CLARKE

What do you want to know?
BELLE

Were are the troops goi ng?
CLARKE

| can't tell you that.
BELLE

Can't or won't.
CLARKE

Listen, Mssy, | can't -
BELLE

Don't Mssy nme, you fat slob.

want to know where the troops are
going. |If you don't tell ne, we can
pl an your funeral right now

Clarke sits on the bed and buries his head in his hands.

CLARKE
Patt erson knows that Jackson is
headi ng towards Front Royal fromthe
west. There will be three Union
contingents ready to converge from
the east, north and south. The closer
Jackson gets to Front Royal, the
tighter the noose.

BELLE
M/ God! Ch, daddy!

Cl arke stands up.
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CLARKE
There are troops stationed a mle
south. One conpany is guarding the
railroad and one conpany is at the

wagon bridge. [If Jackson shows his
rebel face, we'll be planning his
funeral .

Bell e and d arke | ock eyes.

Eli za rushes into the room

ELI ZA
Stonewal | 's reginent is at the top
of the hill!
CLARKE
He's a goner. And so is your bel oved
daddy!
BELLE

Not if | can help it.

Bel | e shoves Cl arke onto the bed, pushes Eliza out into the
hal |, takes the door key fromthe inside keyhole, slans the
door and |l ocks it.

CLARKE
(frominside the roon
Let nme out, you bitch!

BELLE
(fromthe hall)
Goodbye, you fat Yankee!

EXT. HOTEL - MOMENTS LATER

Bell e runs out of the hotel and approaches a group of
t ownspeopl e standi ng around wat chi ng Uni on troops running in
all directions.

BELLE
| have information that nust be taken
to Col onel Jackson.
A townsperson throws Bell e an anused | ook.

TOWNSPERSON
Do it yourself.

BELLE
Cowar d!

Bell e runs down the street and right into Ripley.
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Rl PLEY
Were are you going? It's not safe
out here.

BELLE

OCh, John. My father is..
Ri pley interrupts.

Rl PLEY
Cl oser than we thought. Jackson
surprised our outside pickets and
his reginment is right over that hill.

Ripley points in the direction of a hill beyond the town.
Rl PLEY ( CONT' D)
Get back to the hotel. | have to
go.

Bell e watches Ripley run up the street.
BELLE
(to herself)
So do I, John. So do |

Belle runs in the opposite direction right past the Union
artillery and field cannon ained at the hill.

EXT. WOODS - CONTI NUOUS
Bell e runs through the woods towards the hill.

Her running figure attracts GUNFIRE from both Union and
Conf eder at e guns.

Bell e continues to run.

Bul l ets whiz by, spraying dirt and dust.

Belle falls over a tree branch, gets up and conti nues on.

A bul l et shoots through her skirt and another bullet grazes
her arm She cries out in pain, |oses her balance and falls
agai n.

She picks herself up and, desperate to be recogni zed, reaches
into her skirt pocket and pulls out Ripley's blood stained
yel | ow bandanna and waves it frantically at the Confederate
troops at the top of the hill.

EXT. TOP OF THE HI LL - CONTI NUOUS

FROM BEN BOYD S POV: He sights his rifle and ains at the
runni ng figure.

The yel |l ow bandanna distracts him
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He sees Bell e.

BEN
Don't shoot! That's ny daughter

The Confederate troops cease firing, Belle reaches the top
of the hill and collapses in her father's arns.

Conf ederate troops surround Belle and Ben.
BEN ( CONT' D)

What are you doi ng? You could have
been killed! Your armis bl eeding!

BELLE
They mean to trap you from behi nd.
The town has only a few troops. |If
you hurry down the hill you can beat
t hem

BEN

Sonebody go tell General Jackson
what Belle just said.

Word spreads and the Confederate force gathers at the top of
the hill and charges down toward Front Royal

@Quns bl aze. Troops whoop and holler as they run through the
trees into Front Royal.

| NT. HOTEL - LOBBY - NEXT DAY - MORNI NG
Belle, with her arm bandaged, sits at a table with Ben.
Confederate troops sit around the |obby. They talk quietly.

BELLE
| wish you didn't have to go.

BEN
W have orders to nove east. The
Yankees will be back and they stil
occupy Martinsburg.

BELLE
|"d be safer in Martinsburg.
BEN
They know it was you who ran through

the trees.
Ben gives Belle a | oving |ook.

BEN ( CONT' D)
| al nost killed you.

Belle starts to cry.
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Ben reaches over and hugs Belle.
Belle cries on Ben's shoul der.

BELLE
| | ove you, papa.

BEN
| love you too. You're very brave
and |'mvery proud of you.

Ben unfolds hinself fromBelle and st ands.

The other soldiers in the | obby grab their gear and begin to
| eave t he | obby.

BEN ( CONT' D)
| have to go.

Bel | e wat ches Ben | eave the | obby.
| NT. HOTEL - BELLE'S ROOM - AFTERNOON

Belle and Eliza | ook out the wi ndow at Uni on troops marching
down the street.

ELI ZA
| hope they're not planning on setting
up house agai n.

BELLE
Jackson and ny father are far away.

ELI ZA
But you're not.

There's a KNOCK on the door.
Aunt Frances enters the room

AUNT FRANCES
There's soneone here to see you.

BELLE
It nust be John.

Bell e | eaves the room

| NT. HOTEL - LOBBY - MOMENTS LATER

Belle enters the | obby and is surprised by what she sees.

Col onel Tom That cher, who we saw previously at Belle's court-
martial, and LUCAS CRIDGE, a steely-eyed man, 40's, stand in
t he | obby.

Cridge is dressed in civilian clothes.
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LUCAS CRI DGE
Are you Bel |l e Boyd?
BELLE
Yes.
LUCAS CRI DGE
My nanme is Lucas Cridge. | believe

you have net Col onel Thatcher on a
previ ous occasi on when you were
charged with trying to pass
information to the eneny.

BELLE
Hel | o, Col onel That cher.

That cher sal utes Bel |l e.

COLONEL THATCHER
M ss Belle.

LUCAS CRI DGE
You are under arrest for aiding and
abetting an eneny of the United
St at es.

Uncl e James and Aunt Frances enter the | obby and stand beside
Bel | e.

Cridge renoves a note fromhis coat pocket and reads:

LUCAS CRI DGE ( CONT' D)
"You wi Il proceed imediately to
Front Royal, Virginia and arrest, if
found there, Mss Belle Boyd and
transport her to Washi ngton where
she is to be incarcerated. Signed,
Edw n Stanton, Secretary of War."

BELLE
What have | done?

LUCAS CRI DGE
You are an eneny of the United States
and as such, | amto escort you to

t he Federal prison in Washington.
Uncl e Janes catches Bell e as she wobbl es at the news.

AUNT FRANCES
You can't do this! She's a child!

LUCAS CRI DGE
| have ny orders. She's allowed to
bring her clothes as none wll be
issued to her at the prison.
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Cridge turns to Belle.
LUCAS CRI DGE ( CONT' D)
Hurry up and pack. | don't have
time to waste.
Belle turns and slowy wal ks towards the stairs.
Cridge follows Belle to the stairs

Aunt Frances and Uncle Janes | ook on in sorrow.

| NT. HALLWAY QOUTSI DE BELLE' S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

BELLE
Can | tidy up ny room before you
enter?

LUCAS CRI DGE

Ch no you don't.
Cridge pushes past Belle and enters
| NT. BELLE' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Cridge goes through dresser drawers. He renoves the mattress
fromthe bed and turns it upside down. He turns Belle's
dresses inside out. He inspects undergarnents and throws
themon the floor. He |ooks under the bed and renoves a

| eat her pouch. He opens the pouch and finds nessages.

LUCAS CRI DGE
(sm rking)
Just nmaking sure you don't deliver
t hese nessages to the rebels.

He rips up the nessages - throws the scraps at Belle.
Cridge | ooks under the bed again - finds a pistol.

LUCAS CRI DGE ( CONT' D)
Anot her trophy fromthe rebel spy.
"1l take this as evidence.

Cridge strides fromthe roominto the hallway.

LUCAS CRI DGE ( CONT' D)
(fromthe hallway)
You have thirty mnutes to pack your
hussy clothes. Don't attenpt to
junp out the window. The hotel is
surrounded by troops. Start packing.

Cridge strides away - his laughter is heard.

Bell e | ooks at the room sits on the floor and cries into
t he heap of clothing that surrounds her.
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SUPERI MPOSE:  "WASHI NGTON, D. C. - OLD CAPI TOL PRI SON - JULY,
1862"

| NT. OLD CAP PRI SON - WARDEN S OFFI CE - DAY
Bell e stands alone in the office.

The prison warden, WLLIAM WOOD, 50's, a cordial man, enters
the office.

WARDEN WOOD
M ss Boyd, ny nane is WIIiam Wod.
| amthe warden of this prison. |
will attenpt to make you as
confortabl e as possible. Cone, |et
me show you to your room

I NT. PRI SON CELL - LATER

The cell is dingy - contains a rickety bed, washstand, snal
table, cracked mrror, two old chairs and a broom

Bell e and Warden Wod enter the cell.

WARDEN WOOD
| hope the accommmodations are
suitable. | wll grant you any
reasonable request. | wll |eave
the cell door unlocked if you prom se
not to leave. |If you are caught
outside the cell, I wll have it
| ocked. Your trunk will be brought
up later. Goodbye.

Wod | eaves the cell.

Bell e eyes the dusty cell, walks to a corner and cries.

Two Union soldiers enter the cell - they carry Belle's trunk
Bel | e wi pes her eyes.

BELLE
Thank you. Put it anywhere.

The soldiers place the trunk in a corner and | eave the cell.
War den Wod and Lucas Cridge enter the cell.
WARDEN WOOD
M ster Cridge has cone to interview
you on behal f of the Secretary of
St at e.

Lucas eyes the cell.
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LUCAS CRI DGE
|'ve cone to take your confession.
We have plenty of evidence agai nst

you.
BELLE

| want to go hone.
LUCAS CRI DGE

This is your honme - for now But |
tell you what. Swear allegiance to
t he Uni on and you can go hone right
now.

Belle, frustrated, angry and scared, picks up the broom and
hits Wod and Cridge. They are forced to back up towards
the cell door

BELLE
Get out! Get out!

CHEERS and YELLS of support are heard from nearby cells.
Wod and Cridge retreat to the corridor.

LUCAS CRI DGE
You haven't seen the |ast of mel!

Belle throws the broomin the direction of the cell door -
it falls harmessly to the floor.

Belle slans the cell door shut and falls onto the bed,
punching the pillow and crying once again.

I NT. BELLE'S PRI SON CELL - LATER - EVEN NG

Bell e noves her clothes fromone pile to another - she tries
to make the cell as |ivable as possible.

An unt ouched food tray is seen on the table.

PRI VATE ROBERT GRANGER, early 20's, kind face and manner
wal ks up to Belle's cell.

PVT. GRANGER
Hel l o, M ss Boyd.

BELLE
Hel | o.

PVT. GRANGER
My nane i s Robert G anger.

Granger | ooks at the food tray.

PVT. GRANGER ( CONT' D)
You didn't eat.
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BELLE
| wasn't hungry.
PVT. GRANGER
It doesn't | ook appetizing. 1'Il be

ri ght back.

Belle fiddles with the pile of clothes - folding and unfol ding
t he sane dress.

Granger wal ks up to the cell door

PVT. GRANGER ( CONT' D)
| got sone peaches. | hope you |ike
peaches.

BELLE
Pl ease, cone in.

Granger enters the cell and hands Belle three peaches.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Thank you.

Bel | e pl aces one peach under the pillow on the bed, gives
one peach back to Granger. She begins eating the third peach.

Bel | e and Granger eat their peaches.

SERCGEANT FRANK GARRI SON, 30's, a surly, unlikable sort, storns
into the cell.

SGI. GARRI SON
VWhat the hell is going on?

Granger is surprised by the appearance of Garrison and drops
his peach into Belle's |ap.

SGT. GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
Maki ng nice to the rebel bitch?
"1l deal with that peach

Garrison wal ks to Belle, puts his hand on the peach on her
| ap and pushes - hard.

Bell e yells and slaps Garrison across the face.

BELLE
How dare you! Get out!

SGTI. GARRI SON
You hussy! You ain't seen the | ast
of nmne!

Garrison storns out of the cell.
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BELLE
Who was that?

PVT. GRANGER
That was Sergeant Garrison. He has
a mean streak. |'msorry about what

j ust happened.

BELLE
It's not your fault. Here.

Bel | e hands Granger the peach from her | ap.

PVT. GRANGER
Thank you. Goodbye.

G anger | eaves the cell.

Belle cries.

SUPERI MPOSE: " THREE WEEKS LATER®

| NT. BELLE' S PRI SON CELL - MORNI NG

Bel l e, gaunt |ooking, sits on the cell floor - she stares at
the ceiling.

There is a KNOCK on the cell door.

BELLE
(in a weak voice)
Come in.

DOCTOR EDWARD BATES, 50's, a kindly man, enters the cell.

DOCTOR BATES
Hello Belle, |'m Doctor Bates.

Dr. Bates is surprised by Belle's condition

DOCTOR BATES ( CONT' D)
You | ook terrible.

BELLE
| want to go hone.

DOCTOR BATES
Let nme help you to the bed.

Bates hel ps Belle stand up and wal ks her to the bed.

Bat es checks Belle's pul se, exam nes her eyes, squeezes her
hands.

DOCTCOR BATES ( CONT' D)
| understand you eat very little.



BELLE
| want to go hone.

DOCTOR BATES

| could send you hone, | woul d.
am going to inprove your food and
Il the warden to | et you exercise
the yard. Sitting in this cel
isn't helping you. Good day, M ss
Boyd. [|'m seeing the warden right
now.

f

|
|
te
in

| NT. WARDEN S OFFI CE - SAME DAY - LATER
Warden Whod sits at his desk
Dr. Bates enters the office.

WARDEN WOOD
Hell o, Doctor. Am|l sick?

DOCTOR BATES
No tinme for jokes. Have you seen
Bell e Boyd | atel y?

WARDEN WOOD
|'ve been busy. Wy?

DOCTOR BATES
She i s undernourished and in great
need of fresh air and exercise. Get
her sonme decent food and give her
yard privil eges.

WARDEN WOOD
She gets no special treatnent.

DOCTOR BATES
Do you want a Joan of Arc on your
hands? You read the papers. Every
day it's another story about Belle
Boyd the rebel spy. That whol e thing
at Front Royal has been bl own out of
proportion.

WARDEN WOOD
| need perm ssion fromthe War
Depart nent .

DOCTOR BATES
Get it or else | will have her renoved
fromyour jail. Inmagine what the
papers will make out of poor Belle
Boyd. Too sick to stay in her cell.
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EXT. PRI SON YARD - AFTERNOON
Bel |l e wal ks up and down the yard.

Pri soners whose cells face the yard watch Belle as she strolls
al ong.

Bel | e SI NGS.

BELLE
| wish | was in the land of cotton.
Ad tinmes there are not forgotten.
Look away! Look away! Look away!
D xi e Land.

Sonme of the prisoners start singing.

BELLE AND PRI SONERS
In D xie Land where | was born in
early on one frosty norning. Look
Away! Look Away! Look Away! Dixie
Land.

Passersby in the street stop to watch and |isten in amazenent.

BELLE AND PRI SONERS ( CONT' D)

Then I wsh | was in D xie, Hooray!

Hooray! In Dixie Land I'll take ny

stand to live and die in D xie.

Away! Away! Away down South in

D xie. Away! Away! Away down South

in Dixie.
Warden Wod and Sgt. Garrison enter the prison yard.
Whod wal ks up to Belle who is still singing.

WARDEN WOOD
That' s enough si ngi ng.

Bel | e stops singing.

BELLE
s my tinme up?

WARDEN WOOD
It is for today.

War den Wod takes Belle by the armto escort her out of the
yard.

Passersby and prisoners begin to BOO

WARDEN WOOD ( CONT' D)
Do you see what you' ve done? You' ve
got everybody riled up, just like
you al ways do.
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Warden Whod turns to Sgt. Garrison.

WARDEN WOOD ( CONT' D)
Put her back in her cell, Sergeant.

Garrison grabs Belle roughly by the armand pushes her inside
t he prison door.

| NT. PRI SON - CONTI NUOQUS
Garrison pushes Belle - begins to drag her forward.

BELLE
You're hurting ne!

SGT. GARRI SON
Shut up!

Garrison drags Belle to her cell, shoves her inside and pushes
her onto the bed.

SGI. GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
Still feel 1ike singing?

Garrison | eaves the cell just as Belle throws the bed pill ow
in his direction.

I NT. BELLE' S PRI SON CELL - DAY

W see Belle enjoying a neal - soup, potatoes, steak, pears,
peaches and coffee. Sugar cubes lay next to the coffee cup.

Private Granger wal ks by. Belle sees him- calls out.

BELLE
Wul d you |like sonme of this food?
There is enough here for all of
Washi ngt on.

Granger wal ks into the cell.

PVT. GRANGER
Better not. The peaches got ne into
trouble the last tine.

BELLE
| hope it wasn't too much trouble.

PVT. GRANGER
Sergeant Garrison yelled at ne then
he stonped away.

VO CES are heard in the corridor

PVT. GRANGER ( CONT' D)
| have to go. Garrison is comng
for changi ng of the guard.



60.
Granger hurries fromthe cell.

Garrison wal ks down the corridor and stops outside of Belle's
cell.

He stares at Belle's dinner tray and enters the cell.

SGTI. GARRI SON
So that's your reward for al nost
causing a nutiny?

BELLE
W were singing. That's all.

Garrison picks up a pear.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Doctor Bates prescribed this food.

Garrison puts the pear in his pocket.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Do you think I could give sonme sugar
cubes to the prisoners across the
hal | ?

SGI. GARRI SON
Sure, why not.

Bel |l e picks up a handful of sugar cubes and wal ks out of her
cell.

She is about to hand sone cubes to a prisoner across the
corridor.

Garrison smashes the butt-end of his pistol into Belle's
hand causing her to cry out in pain and fall to the floor.
She hol ds her hand and cri es.

SGTI. GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
That's for slapping ne in the face,
bi t ch.

Belle, in pain, stands up.

BELLE
| want to see Warden Wod.

SGI. GARRI SON
Li ke hel |!

Belle attenpts to wal k past Garrison - he pulls a knife and
points it at Belle's stomach.

SGI. GARRI SON ( CONT' D)
You' re not goi ng anywhere.
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Bel | e pushes the knife away - Garrison pins Belle to the
wall - and attenpts to kiss her.

Bell e screans, frees her undamaged hand and punches Garri son
in the jaw. The fight begins.

The fighting and shouting cause prisoners to yell and holler.
Sentries appear - they take Garrison away.

Belle is exhausted fromthe fight - she slowy sinks to the
fl oor.

BELLE
(crying)
| want to go hone. | just want to
go hone.

SUPERI MPOSE: TWD WEEKS LATER
EXT. BELLE' S PRI SON CELL - DAY
Warden Wod wal ks down the corri dor

WARDEN WOOD
All you rebels get ready! You're
all going to Dixie tonorrow Ch,

happy day!
War den Whod stands outside Belle's cell.

WARDEN WOOD ( CONT' D)
Did you hear ne, Mss Boyd? You're
goi ng hone.

BELLE
What happened. Did the North
surrender?

WARDEN WOOD

A prisoner exchange agreenent has
been reached. And you're |eaving
because of all the publicity. But

I et me nmake one thing clear. You
are bei ng exchanged but not pardoned.
| f you are caught inside Union |ines
you will be sent back here.

BELLE
| amfree?
WARDEN WOOD
Pack your belongings. | can't wait

to have an enpty jail all to nyself.
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EXT. PRI SON - NEXT DAY - DAY
Prisoners are seen making their way out of the prison.
They clinb into wagons.
Bell e and Warden Wod stand off to the side.

WARDEN WOCD
A wagon is comng for you. It's
best if you don't travel with the
ot her prisoners.

BELLE
Afraid | mght start singing?

WARDEN WOOD
Sonmet hing |ike that.

A Union mlitary wagon drives up to the prison.
Col onel Ripley clinbs down.

BELLE
John!

Rl PLEY
Hel l o, M ss Boyd.

WARDEN WOOD
You two know each ot her?

Rl PLEY
| was at Front Royal when M ss Boyd
war ned Jackson of our trap. |
requested this assignnment to nake
sure she goes behind rebel I|ines.

WARDEN WOOD
Wel | Col onel, she's all yours.

War den Whod turns and | eaves.
Rl PLEY
(to Belle)
Get in the wagon
Ri pl ey hel ps Belle into the wagon.

He puts her trunk in the back of the wagon and clinbs into
t he wagon.

BELLE
Are you taking ne honme?
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Rl PLEY
| will take you to the Confederate
lines at Wnchester. They wll take
you fromthere.

EXT. OUTSI DE W NCHESTER - ROAD - - DAY

FROM BELLE' S POV I N THE WAGON:

A contingent of Confederate soldiers stand on the road.
Ri pl ey stops the wagon.

Conf eder at e SERGEANT SCOTT wal ks toward t he wagon hol ding a
white flag of truce.

SGI. SCOIT
Hel l o, M ss Boyd. | am Sergeant
Scott. We wll escort you from here.

Scott stares at Ripley.

SGT. SCOTIT ( CONT' D)
Did this Yankee treat you
respectfully, ma' an?

BELLE
Wth the utnpst courtesy.

SGI. SCOIT
You're a Southern treasure and we
don't want anything to happen to
you.

Scott hel ps Belle down fromthe wagon

O her Confederate soldiers off-load Belle's trunk fromthe
back of the wagon

BELLE
Goodbye, John.

Ri pl ey nods at Belle, turns the wagon around and drives off.

SGT. SCOTIT
(to Belle)
W have to nmake a stop before you go
wherever it is you' re going.

BELLE
And where m ght that be?

Scott sml es.

SGI. SCOTIT
It's a surprise.
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EXT. CONFEDERATE ENCAMPMENT OF STONEWALL JACKSON - DAY
Tents are arrayed in an open field.
Soldiers clean rifles and busy thensel ves around cook fires.
Conf ederate regi nental and battle flags wave in the breeze.

Bell e' s wagon drives through the canp - soldiers stop their
wor k and sal ute the passing Belle.

The wagon stops in front of a large tent.
COLONEL JACKSON steps fromthe tent.

BELLE
(in a surprised voice)
Col onel Jackson!

CCOLONEL JACKSON
Hello, Mss Boyd. I'mglad to finally
nmeet the hero of Front Royal.

Bell e stunbles fromthe wagon in her rush to neet Jackson

BELLE
OCh, sir. It's an honor to neet you.

COLONEL JACKSON
The honor is mne, Belle. | asked
Sergeant Scott to escort you here so
| could properly thank you for your
service to the Confederacy.

A Confederate squad, in full dress uniform approaches
Jackson, stops and stands at attention.

Musi ci ans form up behi nd Bell e.

COLONEL JACKSON ( CONT' D)
On behalf of nyself, the Arny and
t he Confederacy, | thank you for the
I mrense service you have rendered
your country. It is nmy privilege to
comm ssion you as Captain and honorary
ai de-de-canp. Sergeant Scott, nmay |
have the package fromny tent.

SGI. SCOIT
Yes, sir!

Scott salutes and enters the tent.
He conmes out hol ding a package w apped in paper.

He unw aps the package to reveal a full dress Confederate
uni form and hands it to Jackson.



COLONEL JACKSON
(smling)
This is for you, Captain Belle Boyd.

Jackson hands the stunned Belle a Captain's uniform coat,
skirt, boots and hat.

The nusicians begin to play "D Xl E"

BELLE
| don't know what to say.

"PUT I T ON' is heard fromthe assenbl ed sol di ers.

COLONEL JACKSON
Way don't you change in ny tent?

Bell e | ooks around at the tribute being given her.

COLONEL JACKSON ( CONT' D)
Go on. They worship you.

Belle enters the tent.

Two soldiers close the tent flaps and respectfully stand
guar d.

I NT. TENT - MOMENTS LATER

Bell e stares at the uniform

BELLE
(to herself)
Ch, daddy. | wish you were here to

see this.
Bel |l e begins to change into the uniform
EXT. TENT - MOMENTS LATER
Bell e comes out of the tent dressed in the uniform
Cheering erupts fromthe sol diers.
The nusi ci ans pl ay on.
| NT. JACKSON' S TENT - LATER
Bel | e and Jackson eat.
Belle is in her uniform

COLONEL JACKSON
VWhat are your plans?
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BELLE
|"mgoing home. | mss ny famly so
much.

COLONEL JACKSON
It's not safe. Martinsburg is in
Uni on hands. | understand that you
can be sent back to prison if you
are caught in Union territory. Do
you have famly further south?

BELLE
Yes. | have relatives in Tennessee.
| could visit themfor awhile and
then go to Ri chnond.

COLONEL JACKSON
What woul d you do in R chnond?

BELLE
Visit President Davis.

COLONEL JACKSON
Make sure you appear in civilian
clothes. The citizens of Ri chnond
woul dn't know what to nake of Captain

Bel | e Boyd.

BELLE
| will treasure this uniformforever,
sir. |1 can't thank you enough for

such an honor.

COLONEL JACKSON
It's well deserved. Your presence
here has |ifted the spirits of the
entire reginent. They have prepared
atent for you. |'ve never seen
battl e hardened nen act |ike school
girls over how your tent should be
f ur ni shed.

Jackson stands and Belle follows suit.

COLONEL JACKSON ( CONT' D)
May | show you to your tent, Captain?

EXT. TENT - MOMENTS LATER
Jackson and Belle wal k towards a tent.
COLONEL JACKSON
Here it is. W all hope the
accommodati ons neet with your
approval .

Jackson sal utes Bell e.
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COLONEL JACKSON ( CONT' D)
| will say good night.

BELLE
Good night, sir. Thank you so much.

| NT. BELLE' S TENT - MOMENT LATER
FROM BELLE' S POV:
The tent is decorated with two lit silver candle sticks.
A lace table cloth covers a make shift table.
A rocking chair stands in a corner.
A woven rug covers the dirt fl oor.
A quilted coverlet covers the cot.
BELLE
(to herself)
It's beautiful.
MUMBLI NG i s heard outside the tent.
Bell e opens the tent flap and sees:

EXT. BELLE' S TENT - CONTI NUQUS

Sergeant Scott and several soldiers stand about w th hang
dog expressions.

SGI. SCOTIT
We hope you like the tent, ma' am

BELLE
It's lovely. But you didn't have to
go to so nuch trouble.

SGI. SCOTIT
We heard about your poor treatnent
in that Yankee prison. Read about
it too. W wanted to nake you as
confortable as we coul d.

Bel | e approaches Scott and ki sses his cheek.

BELLE
Thank you.

Bell e wal ks up to each sol dier standing by Scott and ki sses
each one on the cheek.

SUPERI MPOSE: RI CHMOND, VIRG NI A - MARCH, 1864
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| NT. JEFFERSON DAVI S' OFFI CE - AFTERNOON
JEFFERSON DAVI S sits at a desk
Belle sits in a chair in front of the desk
A large Confederate flag is visible on the wall.

JEFF DAVI S
So you cone to offer your service to
t he Conf ederacy.

BELLE
The two nen | admre nost in this
worl d are dead. My father and Col onel
Jackson woul d be alive today if it
wasn't for this war. |I'mtired of
visiting relatives. | want to help.

Davi s stands and paces in thoughtful contenplation.

JEFF DAVI S

How woul d you like to go to Europe?
BELLE

Eur ope?
JEFF DAVI S

Yes. England and France. It is

i nportant that they recognize the
sovereignty of the Confederate States.
You are an international celebrity
respected for your activities for

t he Conf ederate cause.

BELLE
VWhen do | | eave?

SUPERI MPCSE: W LM NGTON, VIRG@ NI A - MAY 9, 1864
EXT. DECK OF THE GREYHOUND
Bel | e stands topside gazing out at the water.

The deck is piled high with cotton and assorted crates and
barrel s.

The ship noves through the water.

All is quiet until, off camera, we hear: SAIL HO
There is a rush of activity as sailors rush aft.

Sails are unfurled - the call for MORE STEAM i s heard.

A Union cruiser, The Connecticut, closes the di stance between
itself and the G eyhound.
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The captain of the G eyhound, CAPTAI N HENRY, rushes to Belle's
si de.

CAPTAI N HENRY
Mss Belle, | declare to you that,
if you weren't on board, | would
burn her to the water's edge rather
than see a single bale of our cotton

fall into the hands of those bastards.
BELLE
Burn her. | am not afraid. Do what

you nust to make sure they don't get
this vessel

Captain Henry turns fromBell e and approaches several of his
officers. H's conversation is animated. A |lot of gesturing
anong the officers.

Captain Henry wal ks back to Belle.

CAPTAI N HENRY
It's too late to burn her now. Their
ship is alnbst on us. W nust
surrender!

Suddenly, a HUWM NG sound is heard and a one hundred pound
bolt whizzes just past Belle's head and splashes into the
wat er on the other side of the G eyhound.
CAPTAI N HENRY ( CONT' D)
God dam it! They're going to sink
us!

An off canmera VOCE is heard: "Steaner ahoy! Haul down that
flag, or we'll pour a broadside into you!"

Captain Henry nods to the WHEELNMAN

CAPTAI N HENRY ( CONT' D)
Lower the col ors.

The wheel man lowers the British flag.

Sail ors busy thenselves with throw ng kegs, crates and barrels
over boar d.

Captain Henry junps overboard and sw ns away.
A crew boat rows from The Connecticut to The G eyhound.

A rope is dropped from The G eyhound and ENSI GN SAMJUEL
HARDI NGE, clinbs the rope followed by the boat crew

Bell e stares at Hardi nge who stares back. They hold each
ot her's gaze.
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Har di nge approaches Bel |l e.

HARDI NCGE
| am now in command of this vessel
Pl ease consi der yourself a passenger,
not a prisoner. There is nothing to
be afraid of.

BELLE
| was never frightened of a Yankee,
M ster -

HARDI NGE

John Har di nge.

BELLE
May | retire to ny cabin? This turn
of events has conpletely drained ne.

EXT. THE GREYHOUND - DECK - MOONLI T EVEN NG

Bel | e and Hardi nge sit together by the wheel.

Their shoul ders touch and they speak in hushed undertones.
Canera closes in on them- mc up

HARDI NGE
| want you to marry ne.

Bel | e studi es Hardi nge.

BELLE
Such a uni on woul d have seri ous
consequences. Let ne think about
it.

HARDI NGE
| understand. There is time before
we tie up in Boston.

SUPERI MPOSE - BOSTON HARBOR

The Greyhound is tied up at a dock.

EXT. DECK OF THE GREYHOUND - MORNI NG

UNI ON ADM RAL SI LAS STRI NGHAM and Har di nge stand on the deck.

STRI NGHAM
The escape of Captain Henry rests on
your shoul ders. You are under arrest.
You will cone with ne. The G eyhound
has been cleared to proceed to Canada.
The War Departnent wants no nore of
Bel | e Boyd.
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SUPERI MPOSE: NI AGARA, CANADA
| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT
Belle sits at a desk and wites a letter.

VO CE- OVER OF LETTER BELLE IS WRI TI NG

Dear Mana:
| hope this letter finds you well. Forgive nme for not witing
sooner but circunstances prevented ne. | don't know how

long | will be here. W heard that Union spies are waiting
for me to make a m stake and wal k across the Suspension Bridge
to the Anerican side. They wsh to entrap ne and nake ne
their prisoner again. | have been in contact with Confederate
agents who have secured funds for ny journey to Europe. |

will wite you if and when | get there.

Love, Belle
| NT. JAIL CELL - DAY
Hardinge is in the cell.

Adm ral Stringham stands outside the cell and reads froma
letter he is holding.

STRI NGHAM
For your neglect of duty in permtting
the captain of the prize steaner
G eyhound under your charge to escape,
you are hereby dism ssed fromthe
Navy of the United States as an Acting
Ensi gn.

HARDI NGE
Now | can go to Europe.

SUPERI MPOSE:  PI CADI LLY, ENGLAND
I NT. ST. JAMES CHURCH - DAY

Belle, is dressed in white and faces the altar. Hardinge
stands next to Belle. He is dressed in a black broadcl oth
suit.

A MAN and a WOMAN st and behi nd Bell e and Hardi nge. They are
the w tnesses.

The REVEREND THOVAS HARDY faces Bel | e and Hardi nge.

REV. HARDY
Do you Sanuel Hardi nge, take Isabella
Boyd to be your lawfully wedded w fe.
To have and to hold, for richer or
poorer 'til death do you part?
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HARDI NGE
| do.

REV. HARDY
And do you, |sabella Boyd, take Samnuel
Har di nge to be your |awfully wedded
husband? To have and to hold, for
richer or poorer, 'til death do you
part?

BELLE
| do.

REV. HARDY
Then, by the power vested in nme by
Al m ghty God and the Church of
Engl and, | pronounce you man and
wife. Go in peace to |ove and serve
the Lord. You may kiss the bride,
M ster Hardi nge.

Har di nge plants one on Belle.

Reverend Hardy and the two witnesses congratul ate the happy
coupl e.

REV. HARDY ( CONT' D)
Do you plan a honeynoon?

BELLE
John | eaves for Anerica with
di spatches for the Confederate
governnment and to see ny famly.
Your prinme mnister has graciously
invited nme to visit him | hope to
persuade himto recogni ze the
Confederate States as a sovereign
nati on.

REV. HARDY
Well, good luck to both of you.

BELLE
Thank you for perform ng the cerenony
on such short notice. W both
appreci ate your kindness and arrangi ng
for the w tnesses.

REV. HARDY
My cousins were delighted when
told themthat the cel ebrated Belle
Boyd needed w tnesses for her weddi ng.

BELLE
Cel ebr at ed?
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REV. HARDY
You are known internationally, ny
dear. The French newspapers cal
you La Belle Rebelle.

HARDI NGE
So | guess |I'll be known as the
husband of Belle Boyd and ny wfe
eternally referred to as Bell e Boyd.
| NT. BEDROOM - SAME DAY - NI GHT
Bell e and Hardinge lay in bed entwined in each other's arns.

One lit candle creates a soft, romantic atnosphere.

BELLE
| wish we could stay like this
forever.

HARDI NGE

Qur lives won' t be our own until
this damm war i s over.

BELLE
| want to go back to America with
you.

HARDI NGE

| f they catch you

BELLE
Wul d they really hang nme?

HARDI NGE
You have no i dea how dangerous they
t hink you are.

BELLE
But it's not safe for you either.
You have renounced your allegiance
to the Union. By marrying ne you
are a traitor

HARDI NGE
You are ny synbol of courage and
resi st ance.

BELLE
| don't feel very resistant at the
nonment .

HARDI NGE

" m glad you said that.

Har di nge sits up and bl ows out the candl e.



SUPERI MPOSE: RI CHVOND, VI RG NI A

| NT. OFFI CE OF JEFFERSON DAVI S - DAY
Davi s and Hardi nge are seated.

A Confederate flag is visible.

An opened di spatch pouch is on the desk.

JEFF DAVI S
| appreciate your bringing these
di spat ches.

Davi s rummages through the various papers.

JEFF DAVI S ( CONT' D)
Did Mss Boyd indicate that there
was any hope of the English and the
French recogni zi ng the Confederacy?

HARDI NCGE
Hi story is not on your side. The
English cannot and will not ask their
citizens to approve sonething they
abol i shed nore than twenty-five years
ago.

JEFF DAVI S
Do you believe in our cause?

HARDI NGE
| believe in Belle, not your cause.
| delivered those dispatches so you
woul d know your cause is |ost.

Jeff stands and paces the room He is unconfortable with
the tense conversation

JEFF DAVI S
Pl ease tell M ss Boyd | appreciate
her service. | know you are anxi ous

to be on your way, so | won't hold
you any | onger.

Har di nge st ands.
HARDI NGE
| amon ny way to Martinsburg to
visit her famly.
SUPERI MPOSE: MARTI NSBURG, VI RG NI A
Har di nge rides up the road in a wagon.

Uni on troops bl ock his way.
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Har di nge stops the wagon.
Lucas Cridge, on a horse, rides up to Hardinge.

LUCAS CRI DGE
M ster Sam Har di nge?

HARDI NGE
How did you know | was here?

LUCAS CRI DGE
Your fanpbus wife is easy to keep
track of. The mnister who nmarried
the two of you is no friend of
slavery. He informed our people
that you were com ng back with
di spatches for the rebels.

HARDI NGE
What happens now?

LUCAS CRI DGE
| am pl aci ng you under arrest for
treason and desertion.

SUPERI MPOSE: WASHI NGTON, D. C.

| NT. WARDEN S OFFI CE - DAY

Warden Wod sits at a desk

Har di nge stands in front of the desk.

WARDEN WOCD
Well, Mster Belle Boyd. How the
worm turns, wouldn't you say? Having
you as a guest of ny prison is the
next best thing to having your wife
here agai n.

Wbod st ands up.
WARDEN WOOD ( CONT' D)
Come with nme, I'll show you your new
hone.
SUPERI MPOSE: TWO MONTHS LATER

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Hardinge sits in the cell - holds his head in his hands.

Lucas Cridge, dressed in a suit, walks up to the cel

unl ocks it, and steps in.
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LUCAS CRI DGE
Are you ready now to tell ne what
were in those di spatches you took to

Ri chnond?
HARDI NGE
| keep telling you I don't know.
LUCAS CRI DGE
O course you do. 1'll rmake a dea
with you. [If you tell me what

information was given to Davis, |l
see to it that you receive your nai

HARDI NGE
| have mail ?

LUCAS CRI DGE
From your |l ovely bride. She m sses
you so rnuch.

HARDI NGE
You read my mail? You have no right
to read ny mail!

LUCAS CRI DGE
You have no rights! You are at the
tender nercies of the United States
Governnent, which is nel Now, tel
me what | want to know

The dil enma Hardi nge faces is captured in the
face. He nmakes a deci sion.

HARDI NGE
Let me have the letters. Then |'|
tell you what you want to know.

Cridge reaches into his coat pocket - renoves
hands it to Hardi nge.

LUCAS CRI DGE
"1l let you read it in private.
"1l be back in the norning.

Cridge | eaves the cell. Hardinge renoves the
t he envel ope along wth sone paper noney.

Har di nge reads the letter.
VO CE OVER - BELLE

BELLE
(voi ce over)
Dear Sam My heart grieves for your
ci rcunst ance.
( MORE)
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BELLE ( CONT' D)
| know it is your love for ne that
has caused it. Be strong ny |ove; |
am|ost without you. | wll hold
you in ny heart and await the day we
are together again. Yours in true
| ove, Belle.

SUPERI MPOSE: LONDON, ENGLAND
| NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

Belle sits on an exam nation table tal king with DOCTOR
WATKI NS.

BELLE
Was | right?

DR WATKI NS
Quite. | understand your husband is
not in the best of circunstances
back hone.

BELLE
" mgoing to do sonet hi ng about t hat
ri ght now.

SUPERI MPOSE: WASHI NGTON, D. C.
I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY
Hardinge sits in his cell. A figure of despair.

Cridge enters the cell and throws a packet of letters onto
the fl oor.

LUCAS CRI DGE
Enough of your beating around the
bush! Tell me what | want to know
or I'l'l burn these l|letters.

Har di nge senses the reality of his situation.
HARDI NGE

The English will not recognize the
Conf ederacy unl ess they abolish

sl avery.

LUCAS CRI DGE
WIl the French cone in on the rebel
si de?

HARDI NGE

Only if the English cone in.
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LUCAS CRI DGE
WIl the Catholic Church recognize
t he Confederacy? WII the pope speak
fromboth sides of his holy nouth?

HARDI NGE
No.

LUCAS CRI DGE
So this war i s about over.

Cridge picks the packet of letters up fromthe floor - hands
them to Hardi nge.

LUCAS CRI DGE ( CONT' D)
"Il save you the trouble of reading
your wife's love letters. You're
going to be the father of a rebel
baby.

Cridge quickly leaves the cell and | ocks the door as Hardinge
| unges towards the door.

HARDI NGE
You bast ard!

SUPERI MPOSE:  WASHI NGTON, D.C. - THE WH TE HOUSE
| NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY

PRESI DENT ABRAHAM LI NCOLN tal ks with Secretary of War, EDWN
STANTON.

PRESI DENT LI NCOLN
Am | to understand that if she
publ i shes her nmenoirs many Uni on
politicians and Union mlitary
officers could be enbarrassed?

EDW N STANTON
It's hard to tell what is truth and
what is fiction when it cones to
Bel | e Boyd. The newspapers have
made her a celebrity and any sni ppet
of information concerning her com ngs
and goings tend to be exaggerat ed.

Lincoln picks up a letter.

PRESI DENT LI NCOLN
She threatens to reveal to the world
her treatnent at the hands of prison
officials if her husband is not
i medi ately returned to her. Any
suggesti ons, Edw n?



EDW N STANTON

| think rel easing her husband woul d
be the w sest course of action, Mster

Pr esi dent .

PRESI DENT LI NCOLN

Take care of it, Edw n.

I NT. PRI SON CELL - DAY

Hardinge sits on the cot and reads Belle's letters.

Warden Wod enters the cell.

WARDEN WOOD
You are free to go.

HARDI NGE
What did you say?

WARDEN WOOD

You are no | onger welcone here. (o.

HARDI NGE
VWhat happened?

WARDEN WOOD

Your wife wote to President Lincoln.

Al hell broke | oose.

War den Wbod renoves a letter fromhis pocket.

WARDEN WOOD ( CONT' D)
Here is your release, take it and

go.
EXT. PRI SON - LATER

Har di nge wal ks away fromthe prison.
Cridge wal ks up

HARDI NGE
Goodbye, Cridge.

LUCAS CRI DGE

Goodbye, Sam No hard feelings?

Har di nge punches Cridge in the nmouth -
HARDI NGE

Cridge falls down.

That's for violating ny wife's
personal garnents at Front Royal and
for reading ny mail, you bastard!

Har di nge continues down the street.
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Cridge stands up.
LUCAS CRI DGE

| didn't steal the noney she sent

you.
MONTAGE:
Har di nge wal ks in the rain.
Boards a ship - coughs heavily.
D senbarks the ship and runs to the waiting Belle.
END MONTAGE
EXT. DOCK

Bel | e and Hardi nge hold each other and cry.

BELLE
| was so worried.
HARDI NGE
It's over now. How are you and the

baby?

Har di nge pl aces his hand on Belle's stomach - has a coughing
fit.

BELLE
Are you all right?

HARDI NCGE
I"'mvery tired. Had to nmake ny way
from Washi ngton to New York to catch

the ship. | had to walk part of the
way. It rained a |ot.
BELLE

Let's get you honme and into sone
cl ean cl ot hes.

| NT. BEDROOM - EVEN NG
Hardi nge lays in bed - coughs in his sleep.

Doct or WAt ki ns stands next to the bed - a | ook of concern on
his face.

Belle is lighting candl es.
DR, WATKI NS

| need to speak wth you outside,
Bel | e.
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

DR WATKI NS
He has pneunbnia. H's lungs are
congested and his vital signs are
weak. |'Il be back in the norning.

BELLE
Thank you.

Doct or WAt ki ns exits. Bell e wal ks back into the
| NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

We see Belle straighten covers, brush Hardinge's hair back
fromhis forehead and |ight nore candl es.

Belle sits in a chair beside the bed and tenderly hol ds
Har di nge' s hand.

SUPERI MPOSE: RI CHVOND, VI RG NI A
EXT. ROOF OF THE CONFEDERATE WH TE HOUSE - DAY

THREE UNI ON SOLDI ERS renpove a | arge Confederate flag from
atop the building. They hoist a large Union flag inits
pl ace.

SERGEANT BURNS, a tough-1ooking, war-weary veteran, 30's,
stands on the ground watching the soldiers on the roof.

Visible and standing to the side are MRS. BOVWEN, a proud,
determ ned wonman, 50's and MRS. JENKINS, a strong-w || ed,
force woman, 50's.

A soldier on the roof throws the Confederate flag down to
Bur ns.

ROOF SOLDI ER
Hey, Sergeant, we don't have to w pe
ourselves with tree branches for
awhi | e.

Burns | aughs, takes out a knife as if to cut up the flag.

VRS. BOVEN
Don't cut up that flag.

SGI. BURNS
This your flag.

MRS. BOVEN
It means a great deal to ne. M son
and brother died for that flag. |
will fight you before I let you cut
it up.
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Burns | ooks at Ms. Jenkins.

SGI. BURNS
And you, ma'an? WIIl you join in
the fight to save this flag?

MRS. JENKI NS
My husband has been m ssing for two
years. He would not nme to let you
cut up that flag if | could stop
you.

Burns senses the pride and determ nation of the two wonen.

SGI. BURNS
| f you were in ny shoes, what would
you do?

M's. Bowen steps closer to Burns.
MRS. BOVEN

Good and brave nmen died on both sides.
If I were you |I'd step aside and

| eave that flag be. It means nothing
to you but it nmeans a great deal to
us.

Burns | ooks | ong and hard at the two determ ned wonen. He
makes hi s deci sion.

SGI. BURNS
| believe it does. No disrespect
was neant to your ki nfol k.
Burns bends over to pick up the flag.

MRS. JENKI NS
W will tend to the fl ag.

Burns backs away fromthe flag.

Ms. Jenkins and Ms. Bowen walk to the flag, pick it up and
carefully fold it. Ms. Jenkins hands the flag to Ms. Bowen
and the two wonen wal k away.

As they pass Sergeant Burns, he renoves his hat in a gesture
of respect.

The roof soldiers also renove their hats.
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY
The day is dark and dreary. A msty rain falls.

Belle and a few mourners stand next to a closed coffin in an
open grave.
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A mnister prays over the grave.

When the mnister finishes the service, Belle steps up to
the grave, picks up a handful of dirt and drops the dirt
into the grave.

BELLE
| wll mss you, Sam

As the nmourners wal k away, Belle is approached by a news
reporter.

REPORTER
Sorry for your loss, Mss Boyd. Can
| ask what your plans are?

BELLE
"' m goi ng home to have ny baby.

SUPERI MPOSE: MARTI NSBURG

EXT. BOYD HOVE - FRONT PORCH - DAY

Belle rocks a cradle. Ms. Boyd sits next to Belle.
MRS. BOYD

It's so good to have you hone. The
end of the war made that possible.

BELLE
Yes it did. |1'magoing take care of
my baby and help M ster Meaders in
the store.

MRS. BOYD

M ster Meaders can run the store.
You should take time for yourself.

BELLE
Working in the store will take ny
m nd off of Sam and daddy.

MRS. BOYD
Al that tinme in prison, Samin
prison, your father dead and buri ed.
Everything | ost.

Bel |l e takes the baby out of the cradle and hands it to her
not her .

BELLE
But | ook what we gai ned.

MRS. BOYD
She is beauti ful.

Bell e and Ms. Boyd coo over the baby.



Eli za and Mary come out onto the porch.

ELI ZA

It's my turn to hold her.
MARY

No it's not. It's my turn.
BELLE

Mary, take the baby. Eliza, cone
wal k with ne.

Bell e and Eliza | eave the porch and wal k down the street.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
| never thanked you for all you did
to help ne.

ELI ZA
G ad to help.

BELLE
Now t hat the war is over, where wll
you go?

ELI ZA
|"m staying right here with the only
famly | got. | could have left
anytime. Your daddy freed ne the
day he bought ne. He gave ne a paper
to prove it. He said | could stay
as long as | wanted. All | had to
do was hel p around t he house.

BELLE
He never told ne.

ELI ZA
Your nother and M ster Meaders knew.

BELLE
Thank you for telling ne.

ELI ZA
Let's go back to the house. It's ny
turn to hold the baby.
| NT. THE EMPORI UM - DAY
Bell e is busy behind the counter.
A bassinet sits next to her on the counter.

Bel | e peeks into the bassinet.
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BELLE
Good norning, Grace. D d you sleep
wel | ?

The front door opens and DAVI D CARTER, 40's, a thi
man, enters the store.

Carter's Confederate uniformis shabby and torn.
no buttons on his uniformcoat.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Good norning, Mster Carter.

Bell e notices the absence of buttons.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Did you stop by for sonme coat buttons?

M STER CARTER
| stopped in to see the baby.

BELLE
You can't go around w t hout any
buttons on your coat.

Bel | e rummages through a drawer full of buttons.
Meaders enters the store - | ooks at Mster Carter.

MEADERS
So they got you too.

M STER CARTER
Took '"em this norning.

BELLE
VWat are you two tal king about ?

M STER CARTER
Yankees say all Confederate insignia
buttons nust be renpved. Hats, coats
and pants.

BELLE
|'ve been so busy with the baby I
didn't notice it.

M STER CARTER

W're still the eneny. [It's worse
now that General Patterson is in
char ge.

BELLE

General Patterson?

M STER CARTER
Canme about a week ago.
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BELLE
VWhere is he?

M STER CARTER
He set up a command post at the
Martinsburg hotel.

BELLE
" m goi ng home, M ster Meaders.

EXT. STREET - LATER

Bell e, dressed in her Confederate uniform walks with a
pur poseful stride.

Townspeopl e and Uni on soldiers stare and gawk at the sight
of Belle in her uniform

The crowd follows Belle to the

EXT. MARTI NSBURG HOTEL - CONTI NUOUS
| NT. HOTEL LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

Bell e strides into the | obby.

A DUTY CORPORAL | ooks up froma desk - dunmbfounded at the
sight of Belle's uniform

BELLE
| want to see General Patterson now

DUTY CORPORAL
Who, what is calling, sir, eh, ma' am

BELLE
You tell himthat Captain Belle Boyd
demands to see hi m now

DUTY CORPORAL
Yes, sir. | mean yes, ma'am Captain.

The Duty Corporal wal ks to a door and enters.
CGeneral Patterson conmes out and stares at Belle.
GENERAL PATTERSON
Good God, woman! \Wat are you doi ng?
VWhat are you wearing?
BELLE
| am conplying with your button
decree. Take themif you want them

Bell e sticks her chest out.
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Patt er son

Patt erson'

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Go on. Take them

rai ses his hands and backs up.

GENERAL PATTERSON
"' m not touching your buttons or
anyt hing el se. Pl ease |eave.

BELLE
|"'mnot |eaving until you renove ny
buttons or rescind the order. How
dare you humliate brave soldiers
i ke this!

GENERAL PATTERSON
It's a Federal order signed by
Presi dent Johnson. The Confederate
insignia is not to be displayed in
any manner.

BELLE
Li ncol n woul d never have done thi s!
You know it and | know i t!

GENERAL PATTERSON
Lincoln is dead. Andrew Johnson is
Pr esi dent .

BELLE
So you have no authority in your own
jurisdiction?

GENERAL PATTERSON
It's not for ne to rescind.

BELLE
Very well. | will renove ny coat
buttons. But know this, General,
am not wearing an undergarnent above
my wai st.

S eyes go w de.

Belle twists off a coat button.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
That' s one.

She tosses the button at Patterson.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Don't do that!

Belle twists off a second button.
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BELLE
That's two.

She tosses the second button at Patterson.

GENERAL PATTERSON
There's nothing | can do.

Belle twists off a third button.

BELLE
That's three.

GENERAL PATTERSON
Al right. The order is rescinded.
Now | eave.

BELLE
Not yet. The United States Arny
will pay for replacing all confiscated
buttons as well as the cost of having
t he buttons sewn back on.

GENERAL PATTERSON
But -

Bell e puts a hand on a coat button.

BELLE
" mrunning out of buttons, General.

GENERAL PATTERSON

Al right. | agree. Now |eave.
And take those people outside with
you.
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Belle throws a salute to Patterson, smartly turns and wal ks

into the street.

EXT. HOTEL - MOMENTS LATER

Bel | e addresses the crowd standing in front of the hotel.

BELLE
The button order has been rescinded.

Crowd yells and shouts its approval.

BELLE ( CONT' D)
Tell all Confederate veterans who
need buttons to go to Boyd's Enporium
The buttons and the sewing wll be
paid for by General Patterson.

The crowd continues cheering as Belle wal ks up the street.



CGeneral Patterson and the Duty Corporal step out onto the
hotel porch. They watch Belle walk triunphantly up the
street.

DUTY CORPORAL
Who is that, sir?

GENERAL PATTERSON
That is Belle Boyd, Siren of the
Shenandoabh.
SUPERI MPOSE: FOUR YEARS LATER
EXT. WOODS - EARLY AFTERNOON
Bell e and GRACE, now 5, picnic in the woods.

Grace opens a picnic basket and renoves a yel | ow bandanna
with three Confederate buttons sewn on.

GRACE
Tell me again about the buttons,

Moy .

Bel |l e takes the yell ow bandanna and points to the buttons.

BELLE
This button is for Stonewal |l Jackson,
who was a soldier. This button is
for your grand daddy, who was a
soldier. And this button is for
your daddy, who also was a soldier.

GRACE
Were you a sol dier, Mmmy?

Bell e | ooks at Grace and sni | es.
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