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FADE | N:

"So wll it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body
that is sown is perishable, it is raised inperishable; it is
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body,
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body,
there is also a spiritual body." - 1 Corinthians 15: 42-44

EXT. CATHCOLI C FUNERAL - AFTERNCON

There is an overcast |oom ng across the sky, dimy lighting
t he funeral below There are MOURNERS dressed in all bl ack,
circled around a casket as it slowy descends underground.

Qur attention is focused on NATHAN SCOIT, 32, a handsone
young man. It is clear to see that the burial cerenony is
getting to him He | ooks vul nerable, helpless, and guilty as
t he casket descends further and further underground. Tears
silently roll down his face, like tiny m nuscul e streans.

A CATHOLI C PRI EST speaks to the congregation, reading from
the Holy Bible.

CATHCOLI C PRI EST
"Brothers and sisters, we do not
want you to be unifornmed about
t hose who sleep in death, so that
you do not grieve like the rest of
manki nd who have no hope..."

Nat han continues to wistfully stare at the descendi ng
casket, nmourning with sorrow at this point.

NATHAN
No, no, nom nom

CATHOLI C PRI EST
"For we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, and so we believe that
God will bring with Jesus those who
have fallen asleep in him"

NATHAN
Mom nom Cone back pl ease! Pl ease
cone back! I'"msorry, I'"mso sorry!
MARY (O S.)

Nat han, Nat han!



| NT. NATHAN S APARTMENT/ NATHAN S BEDROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

Nat han wakes up in bed, GASPING for air and sweating. He
finds his fiance MARY MEADOAS, 29, beautiful, staring at him
W th concern. Nathan appears enbarrassed.

NATHAN
Sorry.

MARY
Pl ease don’t be.

Mary ki sses himand Nathan accepts it, she lets go of the
ki ss.

MARY
Anot her ni ght mare?

Nat han keeps his silence, clearly still enbarrassed. Mary
knows t he answer.

MARY
Cone on, let’s get out of bed. It’s
time to get up anyway. W have a
| ong journey ahead of us.

Mary rises out of bed and wal ks towards the bat hroom Nathan
S| GHS.

| NT. NATHAN S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Scattered around the bedroom are opened SU TCASES, CLOTHES,
and TO LETRIES. Nathan and Mary are quietly packing their
bags. Nathan folds a shirt as he watches Mary pack, he

noti ces her packi ng many bel ongi ngs.

NATHAN

We're only visiting for a weekend.
MARY

Vll, you know how us wonen get.

Mary continues to pack her clothes, stuffing her |argest
sui t case.

Mary | ooks back at Nathan. She watches himfor awhile.

He | ooks despondent, | anguidly packing his clothes. Mary
attenpts to gear his attention back on the trip.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

MARY

(perkily)
So, are you nervous!?

NATHAN
Your father sounds pious. That
scares ne a little if that’s what

you mean.
MARY
Well, | prom se you he is a very
ni ce man.
NATHAN
The Nazi s thought the sane about
Htler.
MARY
Nat han! ?

Nat han chuckles a little and Mary joins him

MARY
It’s good to see you smling, even
t hough you just insulted ny father.

NATHAN
You know how | feel about religion.

MARY
You know how | feel about
non-bel i evers.

NATHAN
Now you’'re insulting ne.

MARY
Just conti nue packi ng.

Mary stares back at Nathan again. A beat.

A beat .

MARY
Hey Nat han?

NATHAN
Yes?

MARY

Coul d you keep that between us?

NATHAN
What ?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

MARY
That you' re a non-believer?

NATHAN
| prefer the term athei st.

MARY
(sol emml y)
Al jokes aside. Please. Don’'t
bring it up this weekend.

Nat han stares at Mary for a bit.
NATHAN
Fine, fine. Now | have a question
for you.

Mary waits for his question.

NATHAN
Can we have a quickie before the
trip?

MARY

Cont i nue packi ng.

I NT. MARY' S CAR/ DI RT ROAD - AFTERNOON

Mary steers the CARin the driver’s seat as Nathan is in the
passenger’s seat.

Nat han stares at a PHOTO in his wallet, the photo is of
CHARLOTTE SCOTT, 57, she has a huge smle on her face.

Nat han’s attention is rapt in the photo. Mary notices and
tries to distract him

MARY
Three hours down, five nore to go.

A beat .

MARY
Oh, here’'s the turn.

To the right of the road is an opening in the mddle of the
woods. Mary makes a right turn and drives through it, a
never ending dirt road |ies ahead of them

Nat han digs in his pocket and pulls out a PRESCRI PTI ON
BOTTLE | abel ed: PROZAC. He opens it, takes two tablets out,
and swal lows them He takes a swig fromhis water bottle,
washi ng the pills down.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

MARY
Ugh, | hate those things.

NATHAN
Don’t you want nme to be nice and
perky for your famly?

Nat han fakes a huge and cheesy smle. Mary chuckles at him

MARY
Seriously, you don’t need them
don’t know why you take them
You’' re al ways conpl ai ni ng about how
they don’t work.

NATHAN
Dr. Kranmer says it takes tine for
themto work.

MARY
How | ong did he say it will take?
NATHAN
About two weeks.
MARY
How | ong have you been on thenf?
NATHAN
About a nont h.
MARY
There you go.
NATHAN
They're all 1’ve got right now.
MARY
You have ne.
NATHAN
Do |7
MARY
(of f ended)

What is that supposed to nean?

NATHAN
Let ne guess, daddy doesn’t like
anti -depressants because it’s
against his religion and since he
doesn’t |ike them you don’t
ei t her.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

MARY
My father is right, psychiatrists
gain profit from anti-depressants
because of the placebo effect. It’s
just a noney naki ng hoax.

NATHAN
There you go. Sonetines, | think
you | ove your father nore than ne.
MARY
What ?
NATHAN
You sure listen to himnore than
ne.
MARY
Oh, we are not having this argunent
right now. I was there for you

t hrough everything, thick and thin.
How dare you! ?

Mary continues to drive in silence. Nathan begins to fee
guilty. A beat.

NATHAN
Li sten, | know you were there for
me through everything, even the
wor st nonent of ny life. I'’msorry
okay?

A beat .

MARY
| told you many tinmes before. She
is not gone. She’'s resting with
Christ, one day you will understand
and bel i eve.

NATHAN
Now, you’'re starting to sound |ike
her.

Nat han CHUCKLES and Mary joins him Nathan gears his
attention to the woods and | ooks ahead at the el ongated dirt
road ahead.

NATHAN
You told me your parents lived
ei ght hours away, not in the mddle
of the boonies.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

MARY
Sorry.

NATHAN
|"mstarting to get the idea that
they’'re Bible thunmping hillbilly

rednecks.
MARY
(playfully)
Stop it!

They both LAUGH. Then a thought comes to Nathan’s mnd. A
beat .

NATHAN
W’ ve been engaged for seven nonths
now. Way am | now neeting your
parent s?

Mary takes a | ong pause.

MARY
Because, | wasn’'t sure how they
woul d take you being an at hei st but
we' |l just keep that between us for
Now.

Nat han is dissatisfied with the answer but changes the
subj ect .

NATHAN
What’ s the nanme of the town again?
MARY
Yusnar g.
NATHAN
What kind of nane is that?
MARY
It’s Kashmri, it means "The Meadow
of Jesus".
A beat.
NATHAN
What ever, | didn't get nuch sleep
last night. I think I"mgoing to

t ake a nap.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

MARY
You know what? That’'s a fabul ous
i dea, you seem grunpy.

NATHAN
Maybe |’ m sexual |y frustrated.

Mary S| GHS.

MARY
Good ni ght, Nat han.

Wt hout anot her word Nathan reclines the seat and rests his
eyes.

EXT. MARY'S CAR/ DI RT ROAD - EVEN NG

The sun is setting now, Mary continues to drive, Nathan is
fast asleep. In the distance, she sees an el aborate SI GN up
ahead planted in the ground. She jolts with excitenent and
repeatedly taps Nathan to wake him

MARY
Nat han, wake up! W’ re here!
Nat han wakes automatically, still drowsy and processing his
surroundi ngs.
NATHAN
Ckay, |’ m up.

He | ooks ahead at the road and sees the distant sign as
well. Mary continues to drive as she smles fromear to ear
They are closer to the sign now. Nathan examnes it, the
sign reads: YUSMARG Mary drives past it.

Even though it is evening and the sky’s light isn't very
fl uorescent; Nathan peeks through the window to get a
glinpse of this town.

The site is very lush and serene. It | ooks nore like a
village, with many tiny hills and tiny white houses
scattered around the nmeadow. Sone houses are in valleys,
some on top of hills. The hills seens to dance as the car
drives past them

It’s like they ve entered a whol e new country.

NATHAN
Ww, this place is beautiful.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

MARY
You should see it in the sunlight.
Uh, I’'ve mssed this place.

| NT. MARY' S CAR/ YUSMARG VI LLAGE - EVEN NG

As Mary continues to drive on the dirt road, Nathan
continues to absorb the majestic nature of Yusmarg through
the car w ndow.

In the far distance, an el aborate CATHOLI C CATHEDRAL
approaches them from ahead, it resenbles a pal ace.

This erect and el ephantine building is like no other in the
village. The building has high ceilings, it’s intricate in
detail, and there are vivid sun-stained wi ndows pl astered
all around the circunference of the building.

Nat han is in awe again.

NATHAN
What is this place?

MARY
This is the Yusmarg Cat hedral .

Nat han continues to study the building in astoni shnent.

MARY
It is also ny hone.
NATHAN
What ! ?
MARY

Yeah, ny famly lives there. That’s
where | was born and rai sed.

NATHAN
You are full of surprises.

Mary sm | es back at Nat han.

I NT. MARY' S CAR/ YUSMARG VI LLAGE - EVEN NG
Mary pulls up to the front of the cathedral and parks the

car. W see that there are two entrances to the magnani nous
bui | di ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

A beat .

10.

MARY
So, the mddle entrance is the
church; the entrance to the
sanctuary. On the right, is the
resi dence w ng.

NATHAN
Now |"mworried |’ mneeting royal s.

MARY
Don't be silly.

MARY
Now before we go in, what are ny
parents nanes?

NATHAN
John and Caroline.
MARY
Good, now how many sister do |
have?
NATHAN
Fi ve.
MARY
And what are their names?
NATHAN
Rachel , Judith, Sophia?
MARY
Sapphi r a.
NATHAN
Ri ght, Sapphira. Mriam and. ..
MARY
And?
NATHAN
Penel ope?
MARY
(di sappoi nt ed)
Phoebe.
NATHAN

Sorry, there’s so many of them

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

MARY
Whatever, let’s get out. Are you
ready?

NATHAN

As ready as | can be.

Mary ki sses Nathan and they both exit the car.

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ RESI DENCE W NG - EVENI NG

Mary rings the doorbell to the residence wi ng: DI NG DONG
The bell rings deep with resonance, vibrating fromthe
i nsi de.

Mary and Nat han has all of their belongings with them Mary
appears jovial while Nathan appear doubtful at this point.

Sonmeone OPENS the door, it is CARCLI NE MEADOAS, 52, she
wears an all white clergy gown. She smles at Mary and opens
her arnms to her.

CARCLI NE
Angel !

Mary leaps in Caroline’s armand hugs her with constriction.

MARY
Mot her! How art thou?

CAROLI NE
| am grand, darling! Just grand!

Nat han takes in the change of dialect. Caroline turns over
and | ooks at Nat han.

CAROL| NE
This is he!?

MARY
Yes nother, this is he, Nathan,
Nat han Scott.

CARCLI NE
Oh, blessed it bel

Caroline constricts Nathan with her arns too.
CARCLI NE

Tis so great to neet thee! | am
Caroline. Caroline Meadows.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

NATHAN
Nice to neet you too ma’ am
CARCLI NE
Pl ease children, coneth in the
house.
(to Mary)

Thy father awaits us.
Mary struggles with lifting her bags a bit.

CAROLI NE
No need to struggl e dear.
El i zabet h! Di ana! Cone hither and
help Mary with her bel ongi ngs.

Nat han sees two wonen, ELI ZABETH and DI ANA, dressed in maid
outfits that belong in the 1600's, hal f-hidden in the dark
corridor in front of him

They gradually wal k towards the entrance of the house.
Nat han can finally see their faces, their smles seemeerie
t o Nat han; vacant.

MARY
El i zabet h! Di ana! How happy | amto
see thee!

ELI ZABETH
Ch, always an honor to see thee
Mar y!

DI ANA
Tis been so |ong w thout thy
presence!

El i zabeth and Di ana hugs Mary together. Mary happily accepts
their warnth. Diana | ooks over to her left and studies
Nat han. She GASPS.

DI ANA
Is this he?

El i zabeth | ets go of her hug and studi es Nathan al so. Nat han
appears puzzl ed and guarded.

MARY
Yes, this is Nathan. Nathan Scott.

D ana and Eli zabeth both SCREAM wi th joy, scaring Nathan. He
backs away a little. Elizabeth and Diana can’'t contain their
joy as they hug hi maggressively, practically knocking him
over.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

ELI ZABETH
Oh, how grand it is for thee to be
her e!

DI ANA
We are so happy thou hast conme to
Yusmarg, may Yusnmarg feel |ike hone
to thee.

Mary and Di ana slightly bow down to him Nathan is confused.

CAROLI NE
El i zabet h, Di ana, please help Mary
and Nathan with their many
bel ongi ngs. Send themto Mary's old
bedr oom upstairs please. W have no
nore time for chitter-chatter. Mary
and Nat han nust eat. It hath been
such a long journey for them | am
sure they are fam shed.

ELI ZABETH AND DI ANA
Yes, nma’' am

El i zabeth and Di ana grabs the | uggage from Mary and Nat han
W t hout another word and carries themupstairs. W can hear
t hem conversing in the distance.

DIANA (O S.)
He hath arrived. He hath finally
arrived!

CAROLI NE

(to Mary and Nat han)
Cone! Tis tine for supper!

Mary and Nat han enter the cathedral together. Caroline
sm | es.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ CORRI DOR - EVEN NG

Nat han and Mary foll ows behind Caroline. Nathan observes the
prestige of this place; the velvet carpet rug that stretches
across the entire floor of the corridor, the high ceiling
that ascends so high it is strenuous to try and find the
roof, and the intricate details ingrained in the wall paper.
Nat han has never seen anything like it.

There is an opening in the corridor to the right; Caroline
wal ks through it, Nathan and Mary enters the opening behind
her .



14.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ DI NI NG HALL - EVEN NG
I nside of the roomis a vast table, of course very refined.

W see five females surrounding the table seated in their
seats; RACHEL JOHNSON (23), JUDI TH MEADOWS (17), SAPPHI RA
MEADOAS (13), M RI AM MEADOAS (10) and PHOEBE MEADOWS( 6) .

A young man sits next to Rachel, he is OSCAR JOHNSON (24).

At the head of the table s@
i

s JOHAN MEADOWN5, 58, a very
solemm nman. John holds a litt

| e one year old, JAVES JOHNSON

~ —

Everyone wears white clergy gowns. John is the only one
wearing a white ki ppah on top of his head.

CAROLI NE
@uess who hath arrive!

John | ooks up and lights up at the sight of his el dest
daughter.

JOHN
(to Mary)
Dar | i ng!

Al'l of the girl’s heads turn and they all jolt with
exci tenment, Rachel appears unaffected.

JUDI TH
Mar y!

MARY
Hel | o everyone!

All of the girls rise out of their seats, runs to Mary, and
hugs her in a group, greeting her with huge smles on their
faces. Rachel is the last to get up but eventually decides

to greet Mary and hugs her half-heartedly.

MARY
Tis nice to see thee Rachel

RACHEL
Li kew se

Mary wal ks towards her father John. John rises to his feet,
hands baby Janes to Rachel, and enbraces his ol dest
daught er.

Rachel flashes a glare of disdain towards John and Mary as
she sits, holding her baby.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

JOHN
Mary, oh how thou hast been in ny
heart. It hath been al nbst 10
years. How hast the outside world
treated thee?

MARY
Wonderful father, just wonderful.

John lets go of the hug and stares into Mary' s eyes.

JOHN
My el dest daughter is finally a
woman.

A beat .

NATHAN
(awkwar dl y)
Hel | o everyone.

John takes his eyes off of Mary and gears his attention to
Nat han who stands awkwardly. John studies him scrutinizing
him John turns back to Mary.

JOHN
This is he?

MARY
Yes, father.

John turns back to Nathan. Al of Mary's sisters and Oscar
stare at Nathan, smling fromear to ear. Rachel stares too
but doesn’t crack a smle.

JOHN
Greetings, ny son! Cone!

Nat han wal ks further in the dining room wth unease. Nathan
wal ks cl oser to John to greet him

NATHAN
| am Nat han Scott.

JOHN
| amwell aware of thee.

John has an unsettling smle on his face, it makes Nathan' s
spi ne shiver

Now t hat Nathan is closer, he can see that John has a few
faint scars on his face, not noticeable at first but
apparent up close. They coul d possibly be unheal ed scars
from decades ago.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

JOHN
| am John. John Meadows.

John sticks his right hand out and Nat han shakes it. Nathan
feels silk cotton on his hands, he notices John wears white
cotton gl oves.

JOHN
Pl eased to neet thee.

NATHAN
Li kew se.

John continues to grasp Nathan’s hand. Nathan tries letting
go but John prolongs his grip. A beat.

Finally, John lets go of Nathan’s hand.

JOHN
Pl ease, have a seat by ne.

John suggests to the seat to the right of the head chair.

NATHAN
Sur e.

Nat han noves toward the suggested chair w thout hesitation.

D ana and Eli zabeth wal ks i nside of the dining room through
a door connected to the kitchen. They still have those
vacant expressions on their faces.

DI ANA AND ELI ZABETH
D nner is ready!

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Food is laid out on the gigantic dining roomtable; an oven
baked turkey, mash potatoes, and green beans. The whol e
fam ly hol ds hands together with bowed heads. John | eads us
in prayer.

JOHN
Heavenly Father, we thank thee for
bl essing us this evening, for the
food that hath been laid upon us.
We thank thee to allow us to see
anot her day. We thank thee for
allowing us to all be here together
as one famly. We thank thee for
the safe arrive of ny daughter Mary
and her husband to be Nat han.

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

JOHN (cont’ d)
Pl ease bl ess this young nman. \Wash
himw th thy blood, for he is thy
chil d.

Nat han opens his eyes and pierces John with a suspicious
gl are.

JOHN
Bless his heart with purity and
bl ess his m nd with conpetence.
Bless himw th the know edge and
the aptitude to be the best husband
to Mary. Make himnore than a nman
nmy Lord. Make him as ethereal as

t hee.
A beat .
JOHN
Anen.
EVERYONE
Anen.

The fam |y depart their hands and begi ns passing around the
di shes and putting food on their plates in silence. Nathan
| ooks over to John in the unconfortable silence.

NATHAN
Thank you, for including me in your
prayer sir.
John | ooks over to Nathan and sm | es.

JOHN
Thou art famly.

M riam passes the bowl of green beans to Nathan.

M Rl AM
Dost thou enjoy green beans?

Nat han turns his head to Mriam she beans at him

NATHAN
O course.

Nat han takes the green beans away from her and sm | es back.
He is still unsettled as he serves hinself.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

RACHEL
Father, 1 don’t remenber thee
praying to Gscar when | brought him
home two years ago.

Rachel struggles with passing the food and hol di ng Janes.

JOHN
Aye, | did Rachel. | pray for al
of nmy children and their
compani ons.

RACHEL
Thou didst not pray to bl ess
OGscar’s heart with purity and to
bl ess his mnd with conpetence and
all the other rubbish.

OSCAR
Ah! Dost thou sayeth I am enpty of
purity and conpetence?

RACHEL
(to Gscar)
| dost not sayeth thee dost not
possess those qualities. | saith ny
father favors Mary and her fiance.

MARY
Rachel ! ?

JOHN
Thou speak |lies, Rachel!

RACHEL
(to GCscar)
Dost thou see? If | were a
di ssenbl er, he woul d not harbor
such aninosity.

JOHN
Envy is a deadly sin Rachel. Thou
shal|l cast that denon out of thy
body!

Nat han unconfortably takes in the feud between John and
Rachel. Caroline sits at the head of the table, opposing
John.

CARCLI NE
John and Rachel, halt thy
bi ckeri ng! W have a guest, respect
hi m

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

Silence resides at the table. Nathan continues to eat. John
gears his attention to Nathan.

JOHN
Nat han.

Nat han turns his attention to John.

NATHAN
Yes?

JOHN
How di dst thou neet ny daughter?

Mary and Nathan smle to each other, exchanging rem ni scent
gl ances to each ot her.

NATHAN
It was at Tanpard University.
English class, with Professor
Mal lard. It was a core curriculum
class. As you know, Mary was
studying to be a nurse. | was
studying | aw.

A beat .

NATHAN
| knew the nonent | laid eyes on
her I wanted to marry her.

The fam |y seens enchanted, we hear "Aww' from sone of the
girls. Mary blushes. John smles delightfully.

JOHN
How sweet .

A beat .

JUDI TH
| hope to neet ny husband in
col | ege.

NATHAN
Do you plan on goi ng?

JUDI TH
|’ ve al ready been accepted to
Crawford University.

NATHAN
Oh, congrats. | heard that is a
very great school. Wat do you want

to study?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.
JUDI TH
| want to be a nurse |ike Mary.
Judith smles at Mary and Mary sm | es back.

NATHAN
Well, good luck and don’t let the
boys distract you too mnuch.

Nat han smles at Judith and Judith CHUCKLES a little.
NATHAN

And who knows nmaybe your husband is
right here in Yusmarg.

JUuDl TH
He can’'t be.

NATHAN
Why so?

JUuDl TH

Tis forbidden in this famly, |
must find a husband out of Yusmarg.
To marry soneone in Yusmarg is
considered sin. It is incest in
God’ s eye.

Nat han i s baffl ed.

NATHAN
kay?

John turns his attention back to Nathan. He decides to
change the subject.

JOHN
(t o Nat han)
Where dost thou work now?
NATHAN
| work for the Bankford Law Firm
NOW.
JOHN
Thou hast wor ked yonder how | ong?
NATHAN
About three years now.
JOHN
Dost thou find pleasure in thy

career?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 21.

NATHAN
Yes, but | amtaking a sabbatical.

JOHN
Wiy so?

Nat han turns cold. A beat.
NATHAN
| rather not talk about it right
Now.

John notices Nathan’s change of attitude.

JOHN
So be it.

A beat .

JOHN
Thou believe in God Nat han?

Mary and Nat han | ock eyes.
JOHN
Tis a very inportant question if
thou wish to marry ny daughter

John and the famly awaits Nathan’s response patiently.

JOHN
wel | ?
A beat.
NATHAN
(quietly)
Yes.
JOHN
Good, good. Wonderful, | don’'t want

a fine gentleman |ike thyself
burning in Hell.

John CHUCKLES, the rest of the famly joins him Nathan
leers directly at Mary. Mary apol ogi zes with innocent eyes.

NATHAN

You know what? Actually, |I’'m
getting tired.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 22.

JOHN
Al ready son?

NATHAN
Vll, you know it’s been a | ong
trip and | didn't really sleep well
 ast night.

Nat han ri ses out of his seat.

NATHAN
(to everyone)
Goodni ght everyone, it’s been a
pl easure to neet all of you. I'm
sorry to check out so quickly, but
| think the trip has nme w ped out.

Nat han dashes towards the hallway, he |ocks eyes with Mary
and gl ares at her.

MARY
| think I shall go to bed too.

Mary rises from her seat.

MARY
Li ke Nathan saith, t’was a | ong and
tiresonme journey.

Bef ore Nat han | eaves the dining room John calls for him

JOHN
Nat han!

Nat han turns his head towards John.

JOHN
| will like to be a conrade to
thee. We shall chatter nore in the
nmorrow and | shall show t hee the
rest of Yusmarg.

Nat han nods hi s head.

NATHAN
Sounds |i ke fun.

Nat han heads toward the hall, then all of a sudden a hand

grabs Nathan’s arm it is Gscar; smling oddly and
spasnodi cal | y shaki ng Nat han’ s hand.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 23.

OSCAR
| just want to say, what an honor
it is to neet thee.

Nat han smles superficially and forcefully lets go of the
handshake and heads towards the hallway with Mary runni ng
after him

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ MARY'S ROOM - NI GHT

Mary sits on the bed and wat ches Nat han pace back in forth,
venting to her.

NATHAN
| mean who does he think he is to
guestion ne about ny beliefs!?

MARY
Pi pe down Nat han, he m ght hear
you.
A beat.
NATHAN

And why is everyone smling at ne!?
And those two | adies Elizabeth and
Di ana practically bowed to ne
earlier!

MARY
Everyone is just excited to neet
you Nathan. | told ny famly a | ot
about you, all positive things,
bowi ng is a form of appreciation,
is that so terrible!?

NATHAN
Are Elizabeth and D ana servants or
somet hi ng?

MARY
Yes, handmai ds for the Cathedral’s
resi dence hal |

NATHAN
You never told ne you have
servants.

MARY

What is the big deal!?
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NATHAN
And what is up with the dial ect of
this town?!
(rmocki ngl y)
How art thou? Pl ease to neet thee!
| dost not sayeth!

MARY
Nat han, it’s just the archaic
di al ect used in the Holy Book.
Yusmar g bel i eves the conservation
of it keeps the Holy Book rel evant.

NATHAN
What is Rachel’'s deal ?

MARY
She always had it out for ne. She
t hinks my father favors ne because
|’ mthe ol dest daughter. Which is
totally false, ny father |oves al
of his daughters equally.

NATHAN
Oh, | don't know.

MARY
What do you nean?

NATHAN
He seened really excited for you to
be hone.

MARY
It’s been nine years since |’ve
been here!

NATHAN
Wiy did you | eave?

MARY
To get a coll ege educati on!

NATHAN
VWhat about Rachel ? Did she ever
| eave?

MARY
Yes, that’s how she net Gscar. Al
of nmy sisters will eventually | eave
for college after honeschooling. Wy
father wants the best for his
daughters. Now, could you pl ease
j ust cal m down! ?
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Nat han SI GHS, breat hi ng deeply.

NATHAN
Sorry, it’s just | didn't expect
any of this, you kept ne in the
dar k.

Mary takes in his comment.

MARY
| just didn't want you to turn down
com ng here and neeting ny famly
wi t hout knowi ng themfirst.

NATHAN
| wouldn't do that.

MARY
Oh, yes you would. The nonent |
told you ny father was a bi shop you
i mredi ately judged him

Nat han ponders on her words.

NATHAN
| amhere nowright? | amstil
here with you. Actually, engaged to
you for seven nonths now, despite
you being a virgin. So don’'t you
dare accuse ne of being judgnental!

MARY
What does that have to do with
anyt hi ng! ?

Mary cal ns down. A beat.

MARY
| thought an engagenent was
supposed to be about |ove, Nathan.

NATHAN
Ch honey, | love you. | really do.
| just find it alittle strange
t hat just because daddy says no sex
before marriage a twenty nine year
old woman still follows his every
| ast word.

MARY

It’s not just ny father. It’'s ny
religious belief!
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NATHAN
Passed down by your father!

MARY
It’s a customthat all of ny
sisters follow as well! Everyone in

the village to be exact!

NATHAN
Ckay, whatever you say. It sounds
i ke brai nwashing to ne!

MARY
Don't say that! You're insulting ny
beliefs, you re insulting nel!

Mary and Nat han pause reticently.

NATHAN
Li sten, Mary.

Nat han wal ks cl oser to Mary and enbraces her on the bed.

NATHAN
|’ msorry and you' re right, an
engagenent is about love but it is
not about keeping secrets from your
part ner.

MARY
You' re right okay, | said |I'msorry
what el se do you want from ne?

NATHAN
Just promise ne, no nore secrets
okay?

Mary stares into Nathan’s eyes.

MARY
| prom se.

Mary and Nat han tenderly kiss each other and slowy lets go
of it. Nathan SIGHS. A beat.

NATHAN
Alright, 1’'mgoing to bed now It
sounds |ike | have a | ong day ahead
tomorrow with your father

MARY
It should be fun.
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NATHAN
(sarcastically)
Sur e.
A beat.
MARY
Who knows? Maybe ny father can help
you.

Nat han takes in Mary’s words.

NATHAN
Wth what?

Mary is silent. Nathan knows the answer. He appears pissed.

NATHAN
Let’s just go to bed.

EXT. YUSMARG VI LLAGE - AFTERNOON THE NEXT DAY

Nat han and John wal k toget her side by side. Nathan takes the
beauty of Yusmarg in. John wears an all white robe, white
ki ppah, and cotton gloves; his usual regali a.

It is a beautiful day, the sunlight illum nates the green
meadows, the breeze is slight; swaying the tall grass, the
sky is especially clear with curmul us cl ouds scattered across
t he at nosphere.

JOHN
| walk with thee this noon to show
thee Yusmarg. | wish for thee to

feel at hone here.
A beat .

JOHN
Here in Yusmarg, we live in our own
comunity, we grow our own food,
and breed our own |ivestock.

John and Nat han continue to wal k, we cone across a vill age.

JOHN
Here lies the beginning of the
town; the villager’s town.

Nat han sees VILLAGERS ridi ng on HORSES AND CARRI AGES,
fetching water, selling eggs, vegetables, bread, herding
GOATS and SHEEP, and etc. The villagers are all wearing
clothes that belong in the 1600’ s.
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JOHN
Conme and greet them

NATHAN
Ckay?

John and Nat han enters the village. As they creep further
and further in the town; the villagers all stare with starry
eyes at John and Nathan in silence, they cease all activity.
Nat han can’t hel p but notice the corpul ent physique of sone
of the villagers.

A few villagers | ooks up to John and then shift their eyes
to Nathan, their faces beamw th joy.

VI LLAGER
Is it hel?

JOHN
Aye, he is Mary’'s fiance. Nathan
Scott. He hath arrived.

Vil l ager #2 shakes Nathan’s hand frenziedly.

VI LLAGER # 2
Ch, how our hearts bleed wth joy,
Nat han!

VI LLAGER #3
Wel come! Wl cone good man!

VI LLAGER #4
May God bl ess thee!

Nat han backs away in defense.

JOHN
Don’t have a fright my son, they
show t hee admiration, thou art
famly now

The village all CLAP, CHEER, and bow to Nat han; maki ng
t hunder ous noi se.

Nat han is in disbelief but waves his hands to the villagers;
it’s too nuch attention for him



29.

EXT. YUSMARG VI LLAGE - DAY

John and Nat han continue to chatter and wal k toget her; away
fromthe villagers.

NATHAN
What a rowdy bunch.

JOHN
Aye, the villagers hath waited for
thee for some tine now.

NATHAN
Wiy were they waiting for nme?

John contenpl ates the question. A beat.

JOHN
The villagers are always jovi al
when one of ny daughters are
engaged. The sane happened when
Oscar arrived. Don't harbor fear
Nat han.

Nat han takes in the informati on and deci des to change the
subj ect. A beat.

NATHAN
It looks like they eat well in the
vi | | age.

JOHN

Ah yes, what a gl uttonous bunch.
They are preparing for the Holy
Sacr anment .

NATHAN
What is that?

JOHN
A speci al event here in Yusnmarg.
The tradition is for the villagers
to gain a corpulent physique, to
satisfy the Lord. It shall grant a
speci al villager a place in heaven.

Nat han i s conf used.

NATHAN
kay?
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JOHN
It shall take place norrow night. |
wi sh for thee to join us.

NATHAN
| need to gain weight too?

JOHN
Nay, tis only for the villagers.

NATHAN
| was only joking John.

Nat han chuckl es to hinself. A beat.

NATHAN
Mary and | plan to | eave Sunday
anyway, so we won’'t be there.

JOHN
W shall see.

Nat han | ooks over to John questioningly. A beat.

A beat .

JOHN
My apol ogi zes for yesternight.

NATHAN
VWhat about it?

JOHN
My bickering with Rachel. Caroline
was right, how rude of ne.

NATHAN

Every fam |y has problens John.
JOHN

| love Rachel dearly, | w sh she

knowet h my heart bl eeds for her and
all of her sisters unfeigned.

JOHN
What about thy fam |y Nathan?

Nat han takes a pause.

NATHAN
What about thent
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JOHN
Tell me about them | want to know
nmore. Thou hast siblings?

NATHAN
No, | amthe only child.

JOHN
Li kewi se, what about thy father and
not her ?

NATHAN

| never knew ny dad. He ran off
W t h anot her woman when | was two
and ny nom..

Nat han has a wi stful expression on his face.

JOHN
Yes?
NATHAN
| rather not talk about it.
JOHN
| sense sonething horrid has
happened.
NATHAN

Pl ease, just drop it.

JOHN
Sorry to intrude.

A beat .

JOHN
Come, walk with ne.

John changes direction, heading | eft now, and Nathan foll ows
behi nd him

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ GRAVEYARD - AFTERNOON

John and Nat han wal ks cl oser to a graveyard. The grave site
has enornous and enbel |l i shed marbl e gravestones aligned next
to each other, eleven all together. John stops in front of

t he nonunents, Nathan behind him John despondently stares
at the el even nmarbl e gravestones.

A STONE TOMB stands erected several yards away fromthe
grave site.
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JOHN
This site is where the bodies of ny
deceased ancestors lie.

John takes in the view As a breeze slightly hits John’s
face, Nathan notices a forlorn expression from John. Nathan
observes this and gives John his condol ences.

NATHAN
| am so sorry, John

JOHN
No need to apol ogize. Twas all in
God’ s pl an.

A beat .

JOHN
| show thee this cenetery to show
how i nportant our ancestors are to
us in Yusmarg. Even after they
decease, we believe they are al ways
present with us, still watching our
every nove, helping to guide us
into God’ s |ight.

Nat han absorbs John’s words; contenplating them

JOHN
Every once in awhile, | like to
view the grave to pay ny respects
to those who cane before ne, to
honor them and to rem nd nyself
how nortal | amon this earth. Tis
qui te hunbling.

Nat han | ooks past the grave site, he is curious about the
stone tonb.

NATHAN
VWhat is that?

Nat han points towards the nysterious tonb.

JOHN
That’'s the Resurrecti on Chanber.

NATHAN
What is in there?

JOHN
| dost not think thou art ready.
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John gives Nathan a very slight smle. The smle unnerves
Nat han, he unconfortably sm | es back. A beat.

JOHN
Now cone on, |lets get back inside
t he house.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ KI TCHEN - AFTERNOON

Nat han and John wal ks inside of the kitchen. In the kitchen,
Nat han sees Caroline, her daughters including Mary,
El i zabeth, and Diane, all dressed in white robes.

The wonen cl ean and cut vegetabl es, SI NG NG a har noni ous
hym together; they are so imersed in the hymm that they
all appear to be in trance-like reverie. John sm|es.

JOHN
What a beautiful nelody | adies.

Mary notices Nathan and John staring at them she
i mredi ately snaps out of her trance and is startl ed.

MARY
Oh! You two gave us a fright.
NATHAN
Sorry about that.
MARY
(to Nat han)

How was your tinme with father?

Nat han | ooks over to John. John smles, Nathan sm | es back.

NATHAN
Fine, just fine. Yusmarg is
beauti ful .

MARY

Especially in the sunlight?

NATHAN
Yes, especially in the sunlight.

Mary smiles at Nathan, he sml|es back. A beat.

JOHN
(to Mary)
Darling, | wll like to speak with

thee, privately please.

Mary | ooks concerned but doesn’'t hesitate.
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MARY
Yes, father.

Mary sets her kitchen knife on the counter and wal ks out of
the kitchen and passes by Nathan giving hima peck on the
lips.

MARY
See you around.
NATHAN
See you, |I'’mgoing upstairs for a

nap.

Nat han wat ches as John and Mary wal k away towards a secl uded
of fice down the corridor. John and Mary enters the office
t oget her.

As John cl oses the door behind them John stares at Nathan
again, prolonging his gaze until the door is conpletely
shut. Nathan | ooks at the cl osed door suspiciously, then he
heads upstairs.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ UPSTAI RS CORRI DOR - DAY

Nat han wal ks down the corridor heading towards his and
Mary’'s bedroom As Nat han wal ks further down the corridor,
an adj acent door opens gently and Gscar wal ks out of the
door, carefully closing it back, holding baby Janes.

Cscar sees Nathan and is ecstatic.

OSCAR
Greeti ngs Nat han!
NATHAN
(of f-putting)
Hel | o.
OSCAR

What art thou doi ng here?

NATHAN
Just going to rest, naybe take a
nap and you?

OSCAR
Just going to feed little Janes
her e.

A beat .
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OSCAR
Di dst The Vessel showeth thee the
Yusmarg vill age?

NATHAN
The Vessel ?
OSCAR
John, that is what we call him
her e.
NATHAN
Oh. .. why?
OSCAR
He posses the spirit of Christ in
hi m
NATHAN
Ch...good for him
OSCAR
How dost thou see Yusmarg?
| es. A beat.
NATHAN
If I were to speak honestly, I'ma

little freaked out.

Cscar | ooks concerned.

A beat .

OSCAR
How conme?

NATHAN
Because everyone is overly zeal ous
when they see ne. It’s sort of
wei rd.

OSCAR
Don’t be scared ny friend. They
| ove thee. They want thee to fee
at peace here.

NATHAN
| have a question, you were narried
inthis famly. Did they do the
sane to you?
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OSCAR
Aye, aye they were very excited
about ny presence.

NATHAN
When you first arrived, did they
ever bow to you? O anything |ike
t hat ?

A beat.

OSCAR
No, never. Not that | can recall

Janes begins to CRY and squirm Oscar readjusts Janes in his
hands, hol ding himover his left shoul der.

OSCAR
| think little Janmes here is
fam shed. | have to go now.

Gscar gives Nathan an uncanny smle. He bows slightly to
Nat han before he wal ks downstairs.

Nat han i s dunbfounded, still processing what he saw. He
snaps out of it, enters his roomdoor, and closes the door
behi nd him

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ DI NI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

The entire famly eats supper together, LAUGH NG and
TALKING. The famly eats |inguine pasta with fresh beef
snot hered in tomat o sauce and veget abl es, a side sal ad, and
slices of bread seasoned with garlic and rosemary.

Nat han sits next to John agai n.
JOHN
Today, | showed Nat han here the
Yusmarg village and the villagers!
The fam |y CLAPS.
JOHN
Tell the famly what thou thinketh
of Yusmarg.

The famly silently anticipates Nathan's reply. They al
stare at himintently.

Nat han is on the spot and careful about his words.
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NATHAN
It was great.

A beat .

NATHAN
The villagers are all so wel com ng.

The famly smles at the response.

CAROLI NE
Oh, | renenber the first tinme |
came to Yusmarg. It was about 30
years ago now.

NATHAN
So, you decided you wanted to stay?
CARCLI NE
Wiy vyes.
NATHAN
You never left?
CARCLI NE
| had no reason to.
OSCAR
Li kew se.
NATHAN
But what about the famly you |eft
behi nd?
CARCLI NE
Ch, I’ve always been so distant.

|"ve told themthey are wel coned to
come visit ne here but they never
made the effort.

NATHAN
Do you still keep in contact with
t henf?

CARCLI NE
| don’t have a reason to. | am
happy here. Yusmarg has changed ny
life.

Caroline smles, Nathan superficially smles with her.
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CAROLI NE
Who knows, maybe thou wilt want to
stay as well.

A beat .

NATHAN
|’ ve enjoyed ny stay but Mary and |
shoul d probably get going tonorrow.

Everyone at the table stares at Nathan di sappointingly;
i ncluding Mary. Nathan noti ces.

NATHAN
If that’s okay with everyone.

The famly continues to stare.

JOHN
Let us all continue with supper.

The famly continues to eat their supper. John turns his
attention to Nat han.

JOHN
(to Nat han)
| will like to speak with thee
after supper.

NATHAN
O course.

John smles as he chews a slice of garlic bread.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ JOHN' S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Nat han sits in a chair across from John. John sits at an
el egant OFFI CE DESK, with filled bookshel ves behi nd him

Nat han notices sone decoration in John's office. There is a
di spl ay gl ass hanging on a wall above John’'s head. I|nside of
the display is a sword, an intricate sword, sleek, and
shar p.

JOHN
| called thee into this space
because | want to be assured thou
wilt take care of Mary.

NATHAN
O course John.
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JOHN
Prom se me thou will enbrace her,
| ove her, and protect her for al

eternity

NATHAN
| prom se John. | amso committed
to her.

JOHN

| need to know she is taken care of
when | am gone.

NATHAN
What do you nean gone?
A beat .
JOHN
Son, | have news...

John appears gri mnow. Nathan has his attention.

NATHAN
VWhat ? What is it?

A beat .

JOHN
| shall be dead soon.

Nat han’ s eyebrows furrow.

NATHAN
What are you tal ki ng about?

JOHN
Death. Tis coming for ne.

Nat han | ooks conf used.

JOHN
Don’t worry, | amready. Mary knows
and the rest of ny daughters know
too. Death is comng for Caroline
as well. I just thought | should
warn t hee.

NATHAN
What is the matter? Are you two
sick or sonet hing?
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JOHN
Nay, our death is predeterm ned. |
predict it very soon. W’ ve made
amends with the Lord, so we have no

fear.
Nat han still | ooks confused.
JOHN
But do not worry ny son. Thou hast
a grand spiritual life ahead of

thee. It is a precious gift. Enjoy
it.

Nat han smi |l es unconfortably, this is too unsettling for him
He rises to his feet.

NATHAN
kay, | think I should be going to
bed now.

JOHN
| agree, | amtired as well. | have
to get my rest. | will be preaching
nmorrow norning at eight in the
Yusmarg sanctuary. It shall be ny
very last sernon. | will |ike thee
to be there.

NATHAN
kay, no problem

Nat han wal ks towards the door and exits out of the door.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ MARY' S ROOM - NI GHT

Nat han wal ks inside of the roomand sees Mary in bed, stil
up reading a book. He closes the door behind him

MARY
Hey.

NATHAN
Hey.

Nat han wal ks towards the bed, taking his clothes off,
changing into night clothes. Nathan's face | ooks di sturbed,
Mary noti ces.

MARY
What’ s wrong?

A beat .
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NATHAN
Umm your father told ne sonething
a bit odd.

MARY

About his death? And ny nother’s?
Nat han i s puzzl ed.

NATHAN
Yes. Are you not concerned?

MARY
It’s all in God s plan.

Nat han | ooks confused and Mary CHUCKLES.

MARY
Conme here.

Nat han joins Mary in the bed and noves closer to her as she
sits up. She shows himthe title of the book she reads: "THE
GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL".

MARY
The Church of The Vessel is the
religion we practice here in
Yusmarg. The religion was
constructed thirteen generations
ago by ny ancestors and we conti nue
to practice it today.

Nat han takes this in.
MARY
It’s unheard of outside of Yusmarg.
So many Christians out of Yusnmarg
aren’t getting the true word from
the Holy Spirit.

Mary flips through the pages. As she flips through, Nathan
sees archaic illustrations of:

A man and wonan cutting a |large man’s chest with a dagger
t oget her. ..

A man and worman havi ng sexual intercourse ..
A man decapitating another man with a sword...

Nat han i s perpl exed. A beat.
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MARY
Anyway, ny father truly believes in
t hi s passage.

Mary continues to flip through the book, |ooking for a
speci fic passage. She finds it and begins to read.

MARY
"The Vessel knows when death is
near. He can sense it and feel it
in his bones. The Lord hath giveth
the Vessel a vision of his death.
When his eldest or only child is in
the presence of |ove, he can snel
an earthly death where a heavenly
life begins. The Vessel and his
wi fe shall enter the gates of
heaven together, their bond
unyielding... "

Nat han absorbs the scripture but it isn't resonating with
hi m

NATHAN
| don’t understand.

MARY
Because we are engaged, ny father
believes his and ny nother’s death
are near.

NATHAN
That' s | udi cr ous.

MARY
Don’t nock ny father.

NATHAN
It just doesn’t namke sense. It
| ooks I'i ke Rachel and Qscar are in
| ove why aren’t your parents dead
now?

MARY
It's different with us.

NATHAN
What do you nean?

MARY
| amthe eldest. He believes when
hi s el dest daughter is in |ove,
earthly death will seek himand ny
not her .
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NATHAN
You believe this too?

MARY
| believe every word in this book.

Nat han scratches his head.

NATHAN
Does he believe | amthe reason for
their inpending death? Is that why
he keeps giving ne the creeps?

MARY
He just believes it is their
predestined fate granted to them by
the Holy Spirit.

Nat han is still confused and |aughs a little. A beat.
NATHAN
On that note, when are we | eaving
t onor r ow?

Nat han smles a little. Mary | ooks stunned and is silent.

NATHAN
Hel | 0? Mary? What tine are we
getting out of here tonorrow?

Mary snaps out of it.

MARY
Right, we shall |eave right after
t he norning service.

Mary sniles at Nat han.

MARY
Now, lets go to bed. There's a | ong
day ahead of us tonorrow.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Charlotte Scott lies on a hospital bed, her face is terribly
brui sed. She has many tubes attached to her body including a
ventilator; she BREATHES steadily. Nathan dreadfully stares
at her.

She opens her eyes wearily, processing her environnment. She

spots Nat han, her eyes widen but only slightly. Tears fal
out of Nathan’s eyes.
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NATHAN
(whi speri ng)
Hey nom

Charlotte is silent, clearly unable to speak.

NATHAN
| am so sorry.

A beat.

NATHAN
| shouldn’t have been drinking. You
al ways warned ne that was a trait
of nmy father’s.

Anot her beat .

NATHAN
| just wanted to say, thank you for
everything, you ve given ne. | am
sorry this is how | am repaying

you. .

Nat han MOURNS in sorrow now, trying to be strong but guilt
overrides him

NATHAN
| shoul d’ ve been careful. It
shouldn’t end |ike this!

Charlotte haltingly creeps her hand cl oser to Nathan, her
hand still stationed on the hospital bed.

Nat han observes her attenpt to touch him Nathan grasps her
hands very delicately; he MOURNS al oud, not so guarded this
tinme.

NATHAN
| love you nom | always have. |
al ways will.

Charlotte stares directly into Nathan’s eyes for a nonent,
comuni cating "I | ove you too". About five seconds |ater,
she gradually begins to close her eyes.

NATHAN
Momi ?

Her eyes are shut now. The ventil ator BEEPS.
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NATHAN
No! Momi

A nurse scurries in side of the room panicked.

NURSE
M. Scott we need you to | eave!

NATHAN
MOM ! ]
| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ MARY' S ROOM - DAWN
Nat han wakes up bedraggled in sweat. He GASPS for air,

slowy catching his breath. Mary is sound asleep next to
him Nathan realizes he was dream ng and SI GHS.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ SHOWER - DAWN

Nat han takes a shower, still nusing through the nightmare he
experi enced.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ MARY' S ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG

Nat han is soaked and wet. He has a towel wapped around his
wai st. He sees his suitcase and rummges through it, he is
searching for sonething specific, it’s not there.

Mary is awake and dresses herself with a white robe.

MARY
Good nor ni ng.

NATHAN
Good nor ni ng.

Nat han checks his pants, shirt pockets, inside the drawer,
under the bed; nothing. Nathan appears agitated now.

NATHAN

Have you seen ny pills?
MARY

No, | haven’t seen them
NATHAN

| don’t know where they could be, |
specifically left themin the front
pocket of my suitcase.
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MARY
" msorry, | don’t know what
happened to them
A beat .
MARY
You' |l have tine to | ook for them
after the sernon.
NATHAN
| swear, | left themin this pocket
ri ght here.
MARY
|’ msorry babe | haven’t seen them
A beat.
MARY
Maybe this is a good thing.
NATHAN
What ?
MARY

You al ways told nme how you were
waiting for themto work. Maybe
you're better off avoiding

addi ction from pl acebos.

Nat han absorbs her response.

NATHAN
Did you take ny pills Mary?
A beat.
MARY
No, | didn't touch them | promse

you.

Nat han pauses to exam ne Mary’'s face, she | ooks innocent to
hi m Nat han drops the subject and continues to search for
the pills.

A beat.
MARY
Do you mind wearing this to the

sernon this norning? It’s
tradition.
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Mary holds up a white clergy robe on a hanger, the sane
exact robe everyone in the famly wears.

NATHAN
Are you ki ddi ng nme?

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ CORRI DOR - MORNI NG

Nathan is dressed in his all white clergy robe. He wal ks
together with Mary, in front of themis Caroline, behind
t hem stands Rachel, Rachel holds Janes, next to Rachel is
Gscar.

Behi nd Rachel is Judith, behind Judith is Sapphira, behind
Sapphira stands Mriam behind Mriamis little Phoebe.

Caroline is the first to enter through a pair of double
doors | eading out of the corridor.

MARY
Conme on let’s go.

Mary grabs Nathan’s hands tightly and they both begin to
wal k. Everyone one foll ows behind themas they enter the
doubl e doors.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ SANCTUARY - MORNI NG

Nat han and Mary enters the doubl e doors. The doubl e doors
| eads everyone on a stage, lined up against the back of the
stage are nine el egant CHAI RS.

A gol den, 15 foot, statue of the crucified Jesus |ies above
the famly, attached to the wall behind them

Nat han | ooks out past the stage, the pews in the church are
all filled with standing villagers dressed in their al

whi te robes. Nathan and Mary reaches their chair, Nathan
decides to sit.

MARY
Nat han, stand up!

NATHAN
kay geez.

Nat han rises to his feet imediately. He notices that the
famly stands in front of their chairs as well.

They bow to the congregation. Nathan is late in bow ng but

catches up with the famly. The congregati on bows back to
t hem
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CONGREGATI ON
HAI L, THE HOLY FAM LY!

Nat han | ooks up to the congregati on, making sure he heard
them correctly.

Nat han | ooks over to Mary, she stares back at him she is
stoic, not comunicating nmuch with her eyes.

A door OPENS on the left side of the stage. Qut cones John
dressed in his usual gown along with some additional attire.
He wears a cassock, angelican rochet, traditional chinere,
pl eated cuffs, a tippet, and a decorated mtre.

He wal ks in front of the pulpit and raises his hands in the
air. Nathan notices that John’s hands are bare now, no
gl oves.

John continues to raise his hands in the air. Nathan studies
John’ s hands, there is sonething strange about them how can
i ght beam t hrough John’ s hands?

Nat han squints his eyes and is stupefied. Nathan notices the
stigmata marks of Christ inplanted in John’s hands. John
continues to raise his hands in the air; waving to the
congregation. Nat han GASPS.

CONGREGATI ON
HAI L, THE VESSEL!

The congregation all bow to John, John accepts their
admration with a smle. Nathan watches the commoti on;
stupefi ed. John speaks into a m crophone connected to the
podi um

JOHN
Thank you all! Now, please have a
seat !

The congregation all sit in the pews in silence. John speaks
to them

JOHN
Greetings ny children.

CONGREGATI ON
GREETI NGS!

The congregation all listen intently.

JOHN
| would like to begin by making
sone vital announcenents. The first

( MORE)
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JOHN (cont’ d)
bei ng, ny daughter Judith hath been
accepted to Crawford University and
w Il be attendi ng next year.

Judith stands up and the congregation claps and cheers for
her. Judith sm|es and waves. The appl ause sl owl y decease
and she sits back down.

JOHN
| also want to announce that ny
el dest daughter Mary is engaged and
she hath returned to Yusmarg wth
her fiance Nathan Scott!

John notions for Mary and Nathan to stand. Mary stands, the
congregation begins to CLAP.

MARY
St and up Nat han.

Nat han sl owly stands up. As soon as he is on his feet, the
congregation stands, CHEER, and roar into thunderous
appl ause and bedl am

Nat han smles and raises his hand in the air to wave. \Wen
his hand is in the air, the noise increases in vol une.
Nat han is perplexed by this.

JOHN
Pl ease children, sing to them

The congregation begins to SING a hymm, the exact song

Nat han heard Mary and her famly singing in the kitchen. The
song is very nelancholic yet triunphant. The song’s lyrics
are in Aramaic. °

Once again Nathan is unconfortable with this much attention.
The song continues for about three m nutes..

After the song ends, the congregation has a seat.

JOHN
We all wi sh thema happy marri age.

Mary sits down and soon after her, Nathan sits. Nathan is
still perplexed.

JOHN
This is ny |ast announcenent.

A beat .
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JOHN
Christ hath invaded ny body, m nd,
and heart for thirty years now.
|’ve built such a strong
relationship with himin that
duration of tine. He hath warned ne
about ny antici pated death al ong
wth ny |ovely wfe.

John takes a nonment to | ook back at his wife. Caroline
gently smles to him John focuses his attention back to the
congregati on.

JOHN
W have nmade our anends with H m
so we harbor no fear.

A beat .

JOHN
Now, we shall continue the service
wi th our weekly offering, renmenber
to donate at |east fifty percent of
thy earnings. Renenber, tithing is
an act of faith based on the divine
principle that everything we have
conmes from God.

John smles to the congregation.

JOHN
Show God thou art thankful for his
sacrifice.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHERDRAL - DAY/ MOMENTS LATER

The congregation is lined up, giving their tithes in a
gol den plate in front of the podi um

John is in front of themand reads fromhis copy of "THE
GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL".

JOHN
"I'f thou want to invite God fully
into thy life through tithes, agree
in thy heart to give fifty percent
of thy inconme for H mweekly. "

The congregation continues to give their tithes in an
orderly fashion.

John pushes his pal mon the forehead of one of the
villagers, the villager’s body shake uncontroll ably.
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VI LLAGER
Hal | el uj ah!

JOHN
Bl essed it bel

John continues to do this routine to each villager that
passes him

They SPEAK | N TONGUES, SCREAM "HALLELUJAH!' ", and spasns
frenziedly...

Nat han watches in total disbeilf and rolls his eyes.

JOHN
"If thou keep thy prom se. The Holy
Spirit shall beamhis light to thee
in heaven. Thou shall be in his
grace and his divine presence. Thou
shall sing to himin glory for thou
art only nere nortals. Hunbl e
thyself to him Let thy hearts not
be in vain - "

One vill ager, THOMAS STOKES, 35, stops in front of John. He
has his wife and two young children behind him He | ooks up
to John pl eadingly.

THOVAS
Fat her ?

John | ooks down to Thonsas.

JOHN
Yes?

THOVAS
| canst not pay ny tithes this
evening. | pray thee wll
under st and.

JOHN
Thou nmust pay thy tithes like
everyone el se here today.

THOVAS
But I will not have enough to feed
ny chil dren!

JOHN
This is not ny problem Pay thy

tithesl!

Thomas is livid now

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 52.

THOVAS
How dare thee speak to ne |ike
this! Thou hast no right! Thou art
a fraud!

The congregati on gasps. John |leers at Thonas.

JOHN
How dare thee!? How dare thee speak
bl aspheny! ?

John stares at Thomas, inspecting him Thomas in not
i nti m dat ed.

JOHN
You stand before nme? Proud of your
sin!?

THOVAS

How dare thee speak to ne |i ke God!
Thou art no nessiah! Thou art a
nmere nortal |ike the rest of us!
The Holy Spirit does not speak

t hr ough t hee!

The congregati on GASPS agai n.

JOHN

Dost thou deny ne as The Vessel ?
THOVAS

Thou art not sacred. | hast seen no

mracles fromthee. Jesus could
turn water into wine, walk on top
of rivers, and resurrect the dead.
Thou posses no qualities of Christ.
Thou only posses a royal |ineage!
And using us to pay for thy

daught ers educati on!

John is furious at this point. A beat.

JOHN
(to the congregation)
My children. Behold a bl asphener.

The congregation all stare at Thomas w th vengeance. Thomas
| oses his confidence a little but still remains sturdy in
hi s stance.

JOHN
Take hi m away.
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Two villagers standing next to Thomas grabs his arnmns;
hol di ng hi m host age.

THOVAS
Let go of ne!

THOVAS' S W FE
NO, PLEASE GOD NO

THOVAS' S CHI LDREN
(terrified)
DADDY! DADDY

Thomas tries to resist, alnobst escaping but two other
menbers in the congregation join in holding Thomas down on
hi s knees.

THOVAS
LET ME LOOSE

One of the villagers grabs Thomas’ s head and PLUNGES it
agai nst the offering table with powerful force.

BAM
Thomas i s knocked out. Thomas’s nose gushes bl ood.

THOVAS S W FE
NOOOO! ! !

She cries on her knees hol ding her children.

Nat han is in shock, |ooks at Mary with terror; breathing
heavily. Mary continues to be stoic; unresponsive.

The four villagers drag Thonas’s body out of the church.
Thomas’s wife continues to cry.

The rest of the congregation continue with their offering
peacefully, one pew at a tinme, in an orderly fashion, as
John bl esses them Nathan | ooks up to Mary again.

NATHAN
What is going on Mary?

MARY
e m@ll deal with himafter the



54.

EXT. YUSMARG VI LLAGE/ FOREST - AFTERNOON

Nat han stands al ongside with Mary and the rest of the Holy
Fam | y. Nathan | ooks down at his feet, he stands upon a
fl oor of stones.

Nat han | ooks out to the forest trees, he sees about five
skel etal figures tied to scattered trees around the forest.
Sone of the figures still have decaying flesh attached to
them being consuned by FLIES, MAGGOTS, and BUZZARDS. Nat han
i s aghast.

Nat han gears his eyes to John who is in front of the Holy
Fam ly. John’s back is towards them he holds his copy of
"THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL", watching Thonas’ s unconsci ous
body that is tied to a nearby tree.

Thomas’s wife continues to HOAL in sorrow, along with her
children. She is hel pless, no one to help her.

Behind the Holy Fam |y stands the entire cult, intensely
stari ng Thonmas’ s body.

Thomas wakes up, his nose stopped bl eeding but there is
still dry blood around it, his white robe is stained with
red splotches. He tries noving his arns and | egs but the
rope restricts him He | ooks down and notices he is tied to
a tree, in a standing position.

H's sight is still fuzzy and unfocused. Wen his vision
finally clears he sees John standing before him readi ng out
of "THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL. "

JOHN
"Those who deny The Vessel’s
conpetence has commtted a grave
sin. They shall be put to death. By
stones of the congregation.”

John wal ks away to the side of the congregation. The Holy
Fam |y wal ks behi nd John, noving out of the way. There is
now a | arge openi ng between the villagers and Thonas.

Al of the villagers lifts the stones beneath their feet and
throws themdirectly at Thomas with all of their mght.
Thomas YELLS in pain. The stones collide with his body.
CLUNK! THUMP! CRACK

THOVAS
HELP!
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THOVAS' S W FE
NOOOOO!

Nat han wat ches in horror

NATHAN
What is wong with you peopl e!?
VWHAT IS WRONG W TH YOU PEOPLE! ?
STOP I T!

Thonmas’s wi fe covers her children’s eyes and ears with her
arms as she WHELPS, enduring the sounds of her husband s
Screans.

The villagers continue to throw the stones at Thonas;
repeatedly without any pauses.

CLUNK! THUMP! CRACK

THOVAS S W FE
PLEASE STOP!

THOVAS
HELP! SOVEBQODY! ANYBCODY

The gigantic stones hit Thonmas, one | MPALES his knee. CRACK!
H s stomach. THUMP!

Thomas vomts bl ood. The stones continues to rain on
Thomas’ s body, violently peeling his skin, crushing his
bones, and ripping his flesh.

Nat han wi nces at the site.

THOVAS S W FE
oH My GODI OH MY GOD

CLUNK! THUMP! CRACK

THOVAS
OH GCDF FORGE VE ME!

Thomas is a bl oody nmess now, his body is scathed all over.
Hi s scars continue to ooze bl ood. Nathan conti nues to watch
in terror.

NATHAN
MARY! ? WHAT ARE THEY DO NG ? WHAT
IS GO NG ON!' ?
Nat han tries running towards Thomas but Mry, Oscar, and
Rachel all hold himdown.
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A stone rans into Thomas’s eye.
CLUMP!

The stone rips out his right eyeball, the eyeball hits the
ground, and bl ood rushes out of his eye socket. Nathan
vom ts.

THOVAS
FATHER FORG VE ME! FOR | HAVE
S| NNED!

A stone crashes in to Thomas’s nout h.

THUMP!

Thomas SPI' TS out bl ood and teeth from his nouth.

Anot her stone collides with Thomas's forehead at full force.
CRACK!

H s forehead is caved in, blood and brains | eaks fromit.
Thomas i s unconsci ous now, silent, clearly dead.

THOVAS S W FE
000006000

The villagers all stop, observing Thomas’s bl oody corpse.
Nat han continues to hyperventil ate.

Thomas’s wife continues to MOURN and SOB, her children
joining her. She is out of breath as she sobs, still shocked
and bew | dered by what she w tnessed, she dares not to
retaliate.

Mary, Oscar, and Rachel continues to hold Nathan down.

NATHAN
WHAT THE FUCK IS WVRONG W TH YQU
PEOPLE! ? WHAT THE FUCK I S VWRONG
W TH YOU PECPLE! ?

John wal ks in front of the congregation reading from"THE
GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL. "

JOHN
"Let his soul enter the dammati on
of Hell. For he may suffer

eternally for his w cked sin."
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CONGREGATI ON
AMEN!

NATHAN
YOU ALL ARE FUCKI NG PSYCHOS

John turns over to Nathan. Then he | ooks over to Mary,
Gscar, and Rachel .

JOHN
Sil ence him

Rachel and Oscar all hold Nathan's body down as Mary takes
out a syringe, punctures the needle in Nathan' s neck, and
pushes the plunger down.

Nat han sl ow y | oses conci ousness.

BLACKQUT.

| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ RESURRECTI ON CHAMBER - NI GHT

Nat han wakes up frenziedly, processing his surroundings. H's
vision is still blurry and unclear. He notices that his body
is constricted and tied, he lies on a cold, stone platform

Nat han |lies on his back, looking up to the ceiling of this
dark chanmber. Nathan notices a blurred figure standi ng above
him Hi s vision gradually becones shar per.

He sees John standing before him staring at himdirectly in
t he eyes; kneeling down. Nathan | ooks around the room the
roomis lit with dimcandles on tall, slender candle

hol ders, only slightly illum nating the adunbral chanber.

Nat han notices that the Holy Famly surrounds himin a
circle, all eight of them Caroline, Mary, Rachel, Oscar,
Judith, Sapphira, Mriam and Phoebe.

Behind the famly, half-hidden in the shadows, are el even
marble pillars, aligned next to each other. Placed on top of
each pillar is a glass container, each one filled with
preservation fluid and the decapitated head of a nale.

Nat han’s eyes widen in terror but his body is still weak;
unabl e to nove. John kneels closer to Nathan, exam ning his
face.

JOHN
He’ s up now.

Nat han appears terrified, only half conscious, still unable
to conmuni cate verbally.
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JOHN
Hel | o Nat han. W were waiting for
t hee to awaken.

Nat han shakes in fear, trying to escape the constriction of
t he ropes.

JOHN
Before | leave this earth. | nust
confess to thee.
A beat.
JOHN
| took thy nedication away from
t hee.
A beat.
JOHN
| noticed agitation in thee.
asked Mary about it. She confessed
to nme thou art suffering, suffering
from depressi on. Thou choose to
consune anti-depressants because of
the guilt.
A beat.
JOHN

Thou were the only child. Thy

not her a single parent. She coul d
only depend on thee. Unfortunately,
one night while driving her to a
hopital for a check up, there was
an acci dent and thy nother
perished...right before thine

eyes. ..

Nat han eyes well up with tears, they trickle down the sides
of his face.

JOHN
Don’t worry Nat han. Thou hast ny
synpat hy. | know t he treacherous

i mpact of losing one's parents. |
| ost both of mne thirty years ago
right after I married Caroline.

A beat .
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JOHN
But be aware that here in Yusnarg
we do not believe in psychiatric
medi ci ne. Thou dost not need them
thou only need God's nercy. Those
pills are tainted and i npure. W
need thee to be pure this night.

John takes out his "THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL" book and turns
to a passage.

JOHN
"The denon of depression. One of
t he nost hazardous to the human
spirit. When manifested it can
cause sorrow, anger, resentment. It
can haunt the human m nd and | ead
to a dark path away from God’ s
[ight."

John | ays his book on a nearby wooden stand. On top of the
stand is a case of holy water and a golden crucifix. John
takes the holy water and crucifix fromthe stand. He opens
the case of the holy water. John sprinkles holy water on
Nat han, hol ding the cross towards Nathan s body.

JOHN
May t he power of Christ conpel thee
denon! Leave out of Nathan Scott’s
body! Leave his body untainted and
pur el

Nat han is still silent and confused at this point; there is
no affect.

JOHN
| saith out denon!

John sprinkles nore water on Nathan. John begins to speak in
t ongues abruptly.

JOHN
Ah shalalalalabo kale ta ta
|l a ma kal

John cl oses his eyes intensely.
JOHN
Ah balalalalate na boo ka sha
sha te nma!

John profusely sweats now, clutching tightly to the cross.
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JOHN
Fa ka la neh neh neh ta | a ka bl eh
ah! Re |le ya ya ya neh neh neh ga
ta | eh neh!

John’ s eyes opens w dely, sweat dripping fromhis forehead.
He BREATHES heavily, all we hear is his steady breath in the
silence, it fills the dark chanber.

Al'l of a sudden, John jerks backwards as if an invisible
force hits him The fam |y gasps.

John keeps steady and bal ances hinself against this force.
John grips the cross tighter and extends his armas far as
he can.

JOHN
TAAA LEEHHH KA LA LA LAAAA SHA TEH
MAAAA FOO KAA LEHHH TAAAAHHHHH! !'!

John prolongs his scream ng and stops nonentarily. John’s
echo resonates in the room Nathan continues to stare at
John, perpl exed about what he just w tnessed.

John continues to BREATHE heavily, catching his breath, and
dripping with sweat. He wipes his forehead with a
handker chi ef from his pocket. H's hands on his knees.

Caroline runs towards himwith a goblet of water. John GULPS
the entire goblet w thout hesitation. John proceeds with his
gasping and turns to Mary.

JOHN
 (gasping)
It I's gone now.
A beat .
JOHN
Are there any other denobns we
shoul d know about ?
MARY
No fat her.
A beat.
JOHN

Untie himand get ready for the
Hol y Sacranent.

John exits the chanber through a backdoor. Mary, Rachel, and
Gscar untie Nathan. Nathan quietly rmunbl es words.
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NATHAN
VWhe - whe- wher...?

MARY
Shhh, Nathan. Don’t worry.
Everything is going to be okay.

Mary hel ps Nathan to stand up, he still feels a bit dizzy
but can manage hinsel f.

MARY
Fol | ow me, Nat han.

Mary hel ps Nathan wal k out to the back door of this
myst eri ous chanber.

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ BACKYARD - NI GHT
Mary continues to hel p Nat han wal k around the tonb.

They finally reach the front, Nathan | ooks out to the yard
and sees tiki torches set up across the entire backyard of
the cathedral, creating a wde, circular barrier along the
yard, igniting the night.

The villagers all CHEER at the presence of the Holy Famly.

Nat han squints his eyes, inside of the barrier are the
villagers, all in nude; their skin glow ng anber and red
against the firelight.

They stand around a twenty foot wooden cross. The cross has
a purple drape wapped around the crossbar and a crown of
thorns rests above it.

A wedding arbor is placed in front of the nonunental grave
site.

Mary continues to hel p Nathan wal k. They wal k towards a
rai sed stage with nine elegant seats stationed in the back.
Caroline in front of them and everyone el se foll ows behind.

The Holy Fam|ly bows to the congregation.

CONGREGATI ON
HAIL, THE HOLY FAM LY!

The Holy Fam |y takes their seats. John stands at the front
of the stage waving his hands. Nathan notices the stigmata
marks again, it nmakes himshudder. The congregation bows
agai n.
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CONGREGATI ON
HAI L, THE VESSEL!

John speaks into the m crophone attached to podium His
voi ce resonates through speakers.

JOHN
Greetings all!
CONGREGATI ON
GREETI NGS
JOHN
| wll like to ask ny daughter Mary

and her fiance Nathan to pl ease
step forward.

MARY
(to Nat han)
Conme on |l ets go.

Mary grabs Nathan’s arm Nathan is reluctant to stand but
does it out of fear. Mary and Nathan both rise to their feet
and wal ks towards John and | ooks out to the crowd. Nathan is
astoni shed about the nunber of people he sees, about one
hundr ed.

John reads out of "THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL."

JOHN
"When the eldest or only child of
The Vessel decides to wed. There
shall be a holy cerenony. The Holy
Sacranent..."

The villagers all clap and holler in chaos; sone how to the
noon, others dance feverishly and chants. John raises his
hands to the congregation. They are silent now.

JOHN
"The Holy Sacranent shall be
celebrated into three segnents. The
Hol y Comruni on, The Holy Weddi ng,
and The Holy Transfer."

A beat .
JOHN
Let us bow our heads in prayer
before the commencenent.

The congregation closes their eyes and bows their heads.
John cl oses his eyes too.
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A beat .

63.

JOHN
Most sacred Jesus, dear Lord dost
t hou hearest nme? Thank you for
bringing us all together for the
Holy Sacranent.

JOHN
| accept fromthy hands the kind of
death it nay please thee to send ne
this night with all its pains,
penal ties, and sorrows; in
reparation for all of ny sins, for
the souls in Purgatory, for all
those who will die this night and
for thy greater glory. Anmen.

CONGREGATI ON
AMEN!

John opens his eyes and smles to the congregation and
begins reading from"THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL" agai n.

JOHN
"I'n The Holy Conmmuni on, The Vesse
shal | choose one villager willing
to sacrifice thenselves for the
Holy Famly..."

Nat han | ooks over to Mary, stupefied.

NATHAN
Mary...what is...?

John | ooks out to the villages.

JOHN
May the sacrifices please cone
forward.

About twenty of the corpulent villagers furiously huddle
around the front of the stage, all begging to be chosen.

CORPULENT VI LLAGER
Pl ease choose ne naster

CORPULENT VI LLAGER #2
| weigh 317 pounds! Use ne thy
maj esty!
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CORPULENT VI LLAGER #3
| long to be with the Lord. Let ny
body nourish thee!

John | ooks out to the crowd, scanning through them John
spots a silent sacrifice, reticently bowi ng down; serene and
zen. John smles to hinself, satisfied with him

JOHN
You t here.

The sacrifice | ooks up to John, mesnerized.

SACRI FI CE
Yes, father.

JOHN
| choose thee!

The sacrifice is dunbfounded, shaking in bliss.

SACRI FI CE
Me, father?

JOHN
Yes, cone hither to the stage.

The sacrifice rushes to the stage smling; al nost
hyperventil ati ng.

The village CLAPS for him as well as the other sacrifices.
The sacrifice reaches the stage. John snmiles to him

JOHN
Pl ease i e down.

The sacrifice happily |ies down on the stage, crazed and
delirious.

JOHN
(to Mary and Nat han)
Pl ease kneel down before him

Mary kneels down near the sacrifice, she grabs Nathan's
hands and forces himto kneel down wth her.

Caroline elegantly wal ks over towards Nathan and Mary.
Caroline carries a velvet pillow, on top of the pillowis a
a sharp and sl eek dagger.

She reaches them and bows down. Caroline pushes the pillow

in her hands closer to Nathan and Mary. Mary carefully grabs
t he dagger and holds it by its handle.
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JOHN
"The husband and wife to be shal
send this sacrifice to heaven. For
he chooses to give his |ife for the
Holy Fam |y during the Holy
Sacranent..."

MARY
(to Nat han)
Pl ease join ne.

Mary suggests to the dagger.

NATHAN
Mary...l can’t..

JOHN
If thou refuses to participate in
the Holy Sacranment then thou has
commtted a grave sin. Thou hast
di shonored The Vessel therefore
t hou hast di shonored The Lord. |f
t hou chooses to di shonor The Lord
above, then thou shall be stoned to
death by the congregation.

Nat han | ooks out to the congregation across fromhim Every
| ast one of them penetrates himw th malicious stares,
t hreateni ng him

He reluctantly grips the dagger with Mary, his hand shaki ng.
Mary slowy leads the tip of the dagger right bel ow the neck
of the sacrifice, lightly piercing his skin. The sacrifice
beanms in ecstasy; clearly still delirious.

Mary punctures the skin of the sacrifice, piercing his skin.
Nat han GASPS i n shock. The sacrifice YELPS in pain but
ironically begins smling, blood spilling fromhis chest.

SACRI FI CE
| mgoing to nmeet the Lord!
Rej oi ce! REJO CE!

The villagers all CLAP and CHEER in an ocean of bedl am

Mary carefully slides the dagger down the sacrifice s chest,
ri pping his skin, blood seeping fromhis body. He continues

to YELP in a nedley of joy and pain.

The dagger creates a long incision in his body, the incision

reaches his stomach, blood gushes out of his stomach al ong
with sone intestines.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 66.

The sacrifice is silent now, dead. Nathan quickly lets go of
t he dagger; breathing heavily, having a panic attack.

JOHN
"May the body of the sacrifice be
consuned by the Holy Famly. They
shall eat his flesh and drink his
bl ood i n renenbrance of Jesus
Christ, who died to save us al
fromsin."

John | ooks up fromhis book and smles to the congregation.

JOHN
Let us feast!

The villagers create bedl am agai n.

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ BACKYARD - NI GHT

The corpse of the sacrifice hangs horizontally above an open
fire. Much of the corpse’s flesh has been disnenbered, the
figure is unrecogni zabl e, resenbling an ani mal carcass.

The fire roasts the corpse, the flesh burns and SIZZLES in
the firelight.

Di ane nurses the corpse under the fire.

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ BACKYARD - NI GHT

The Holy Fam |y all sit together at a table set up on stage.
John is at the head as always and Nathan is to his side. The
fam |y CHATS and LAUGHS toget her. Nathan watches with a

di sturbed face, traumatized. He stares at Mary but she
ignores him talking to her sisters.

Nat han | ooks out to the villagers, they all dance and gyrate
around the erect wooden cross in a reverie trance, drinking
out of goblets and eating bread. Sone villagers hold hands
in acircle prancing around the cross |ike children,
chanting playfully in Aramaic. To the side, some villagers
stir a nysterious liquid in a black caul dron.

Nat han | ooks back to his table. Lying right beside himis a
goblet filled with a peculiar velvet Iiquid, inside of the
liquid are chunks of | eaves, perhaps from an indi genous

pl ant of sone ki nd.

Nat han | ooks at the golden plate right next to the goblet.

The plate consists of a peculiar |ooking neat, covered in a
gray and savory gravy. Nathan |ooks at the famly again.
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John decides to tap his goblet with a fork, trying to get
everyone’ s attention.

TINK! TINKE T NKI!

The famly all 1ook up to John and John sniles to them al
in pure bliss. The fam |y cease all activity.

JOHN
My beautiful, beautiful famly.

The fam |y beans at John.

JOHN
| just want to say what an honor it
is to have thee as ny earthly
famly, as you all know | wll go
soon, along with ny lovely w fe.

Caroline smles to John, tears fall out of their eyes
t oget her.

JOHN
| just want to say that | |ove each
and every one of you.

The fam |y appears forlorn.

JOHN' S DAUGHTERS
W | ove you too.

Al of his daughters including Mary wal ks up to himand hugs
himin a group. They are silently crying, except Mriam and
Phoebe who are wailing |oudly. John kisses each of them on

t he cheek, continuing to shed tears.

JOHN
But do not harbor fear ny famly. |
will always be with thee, just |ike
t he past Vessel s before ne.
A beat.
JOHN
Now, be good girls and take thy

seats.
Hi s daughters slowy take their places again at the table,

W ping their tears. John wipes his tears with a nearhby
napkin and clears his throat.
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JOHN
But tonight is not about ne. Tis
about Mary and Nat han!

John claps and the famly joins him John holds his gobl et
up in the air.

JOHN
To Mary and Nat han!

EVERYONE
To Mary and Nat han!

JOHN
For they shall wed in Holy
Mat ri nony toni ght!

Nat han inmedi ately darts his eyes to Mary. Mary smles at
hi m
The famly all clink their goblets together.

Nat han | ooks back at John. John | ooks directly into Nathan’s
eyes.

JOHN
| just want to thank thee. Thou art
a son to ne. The son | never had.

John turns back to his famly

JOHN
Now, tis time for the Holy
Conrmruni on!

John grabs the slab of neat on his plate and holds it in the
air.

JOHN
Take and eat; this is ny body!

The entire famly lifts the neat up in the air. John begins
to devour the neat first and then the rest of the Holy
Family follows him Nathan watches horridly as the famly
devour the neat |ike beasts, their nolars GRIND t he neat

t hor oughl y.

Nat han doesn’t dare touch it. John notices.

JOHN
Eat the neat son, tis delicious!

Nat han | ooks back at his plate; horridly.
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JOHN
Don’t di sappoi nt ne.

John wi nks at Nathan, it sends a shiver down his spine.

Nat han | ooks at the famly again and they all stare in
anticipation as they chew

Nat han slowy lifts the slab of neat in the air. He
reluctantly presses his two front teeth and bottomteeth
together to rip a portion of the flesh and accepts the neat
on his tongue. He chews very slowy, his face is very

di sgruntl ed, and he swall ows; GULP!

Nat han | ooks sick to his stomach, he i s nauseous.
MOMENTS LATER:

The neat is conpletely gone from everyone’s pl at es,
i ncl udi ng Nat han.

We get a shot of Nathan. His face is pale with a hint of
green, he is sick to his stomach. He clutches his stomach as
it painfully turns.

John holds up his goblet in the air and the rest of the Holy
Famly mimcs him

JOHN
Drink fromit, all of you. This is
nmy bl ood of the covenant, which is
pured out for many for the
forgi vness of sins.

John GULPS the liquid fromthe goblet and so does the rest
of the famly. Nathan reluctantly does the sane.

The velvet liquid tastes netallic (the taste of bl ood) but
al so overbearingly sweet; very repugnant indeed. Nathan
makes a disgruntled face.
The famly all smle and CLAP together.
Nat han | ooks worse, his face distorted again; he is clearly
nauseated. He rapidly turns his head around his chair and
VOM TS on the fl oor.
John and the famly hysterically | aughs.
JOHN
Don’t worry ny son, tis only your
first tine.

A beat .
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JOHN
Eli zabet h! Pl ease cone clean his
ness!

El i zabeth rushes to Nathan’s seat, carrying a towel and
Wi pes the vonit up.

Nat han turns towards the famly, there is still alittle
vom t around his nouth.

JOHN
Thou hast sonethi ng yonder.

John points to a spot right under Nathan’s bottomlip.
Nat han i nmedi ately wi pes his nmouth with a nearby napkin.

The fam ly teasingly LAUGHS at Nat han again.

Nat han | ooks over to Mary, scathing at her. Mary notices and
| ooks concerned. He stands up fromhis seat abruptly, walks
away, off the stage. Mary foll ows behind him

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ BACKYARD - NI GHT

Nat han continues to walk in tears away fromthe famly, he
BREAKS DOMWN on his knees. Mary follows behind. He sobs
uncontrollably now. Mary tries to enbrace him but he
resists violently and she backs away.

MARY
Nat han! ? What is wong with you!?

NATHAN
(heat ed)
VWhat is wong with ne!? Are you
fucking serious!? Explain to ne why
| witnessed two deaths, played the
part in one of them and just ate
human f 1l esh!

MARY
Thormas deserved it for being a
bl asphener and the sacrifice was

willing to give his life for us for
the Holy Sacranent. Wat is wong
with that?

NATHAN

What is going on here!? What are
you trying to do to ne!?
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MARY
What ?

NATHAN
If you all are trying to kill ne,
just do it already!

MARY
Nat han! ? W are not trying to kil
you!

NATHAN
| want to go now \Were are the
keys! ?

MARY

Nat han, you do not understand, you

can’t |eave, we have to finish the

rest of the Holy Sacranent. W have
to wed tonight.

NATHAN
If you think I am marrying you
after this you ve got to be
del usi onal !

MARY
The conpl etion of the Holy
Sacranent is ny father’s w sh.
Pl ease do not di shonor him | don’t
know what he will do.

Nat han SOBS again, realizing his defeat, he expl odes.

NATHAN
You knew! You knew this entire tine
even before we nade this trip that
| would be forced into this! Al of
this! You forced ne into this God
forsaken, fucked up place, wthout
telling nme a goddanmm thing! You set
me up! There is no way to escape!
And I'"m | eft w thout a goddam
choice! Oh wait, unless | want a
fucking stone in my brain!

MARY
Nat han, we are not trying to kil
you, we just -

NATHAN

What did we say about keeping
secrets Mary!?
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Mary | ooks guilty while Nathan pierces her with a nenacing
gl are.

MARY
Nat han trust nme, you wll thank ne
in the long run for this, all of

this.
Nat han burns Mary with a | eer, extrenely heated.

NATHAN
Fuck you Mary. Fuck you.

Mary is taken aback by his conmment. Nathan stornms away.

EXT. BACKYARD/ WEDDI NG ARBOR - NI GHT

John, Nathan, Caroline, and the rest of the famly stands
under the white weddi ng arbor placed in front of the Yusnmarg
graveyard.

John hol ds his copy of "THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL" and sniles
at Nat han. Nat han | ooks jaded and worn out, clearly tired,
his vision begins to blur, nothing is clear.

Nat han | ooks out to the congregation, the tiki fires
continues to ignite themand the night.

The congregation continue to dance and gyrate, split into
two separate groups shaped |i ke squares, creating a wal kway
in between the two groups.

Mary steadily and gracefully walks in the mddle of the

wal kway, dressed in an all white gown, wearing a crown of
white lilies, and carrying a bouquet of them She resenbles
a goddess.

As she wal ks, the congregation cease all action and bow to
their knees to her. They begin to HUMa famliar hym (the
same hymm heard in the kitchen and at the cathedral),
creating majestic yet haunting music as she wal ks towards
Nat han and the arbor.

She finally reaches the arbor and smles at Nathan, her eyes
glistens; filled with tears. The tears begin to fall out of
her eyes. Nathan stares back at her clearly upset and
speechless. Hs vision is still distorted he tries to focus
his sight; vaguely seeing a frightening DEMON i n her eyes.

JOHN
Dearly bel oved, we are gathered
toget her here, in the sight of God,

( MORE)
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JOHN (cont’ d)
and in the presence of these
W tnesses, to join together this
man and this woman, in holy
mat ri nony.

John turns towards Nat han

JOHN
Nat han, wilt thou have this wonan
to be thy wedded wife, to live
together in the holy bonds of
matrinmony? WIt thou | ove her,
confort her, honor and keep her, in
si ckness and in health; and
forsaking all others, keep thee
only unto her so long as ye both

shal |l live?
A beat .
NATHAN
(reluctantly)
| do.
John turns to Mary.
JOHN

Mary, wilt thou have this man to be
t hy wedded husband, to live
together in the holy bonds of

matri nony? WIlt thou [ ove him
confort him honor and keep him in
sickness and in health; and
forsaking all others, keep thee
only unto himso long as ye both
shall live?

Mary beans at Nat han.

MARY
| do.

JOHN
Tis tinme to exchange the rings.

John | ooks over to Caroline, Caroline walks closer to

Nat han, standing next to him John stands closer to Mary.
The both of them begin taking off their golden wedding
rings.
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JOHN
These rings have been in the
Meadow s fam |y |ineage for twelve
generations. | will now pass them
to the thirteenth generation. My
they continue to be passed on to
the future.

John hands his ring to Mary and she takes the ring. Caroline
nmotions for Nathan to take her ring. Nathan takes the hint
and takes the ring out of her hand.

JOHN
Now | ask thee to exchange the
rings in holy matrinony.

Mary begins first, slowy grabbing Nathan’s hand. She pl aces
the golden ring on his right hand, on the ring finger.
Nat han does the same to Mary.

JOHN
| now pronounce thee husband and
wi fe. Thou may kiss the bride!

Nat han stares into Mary' s eyes, her eyes are all black, she
resenbl es a denon again. Nathan does a doubl e take and | ooks
at Mary again, she appears nornal suddenly.

Mary | ooks concerned. Nathan snaps out of it and kisses
Mary, forcefully. Mary happily accepts. John and Caroline
clap their hands in triunph.

The congregation CLAP and CHEER, dancing and gyrating once
agai n.

Nat han lets go of the kiss. Mary waves her hands to the
crowmd as they continue to cheer. John | ooks to Mary.

JOHN
Tis time nmy dear.

Wt hout any hesitation Mary begins to undress herself.
Nat han wat ches in bew | dernent.

John | ooks over to Nat han.

JOHN
Take thy clothes off son.

NATHAN
Wy ?
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JOHN
Thou shall conceive a child to
assure the continuation of the
Meadows | i neage.

Nat han takes in the information submn ssively.

Nat han | ooks over to Mary, she is conpletely naked now, she
lies down with her back on the ground.

Nat han awkwardly takes his robe and underpants off. John
seens sati sfied.

Nat han is conpl etely naked now, standing before the entire
congregati on.

John raises his hands in the air and the congregati on cease
all activity. They are silent, attentively listening.

JOHN
We gat her tonight on the graveyard
of our ancestors! For tonight the
bri de and groom shall conceive the
future heir of Yusnarg!

The congregation cheers and then transitions into a ARAVAIC
CHANT.

John signal s Nathan. Nathan is apprehensive but slowy wal ks
towards Mary |ying under the arbor, with her |egs open,
waiting for him

Nat han unconfortably gets on top of Mary. Mary stares
directly in his eyes and Nathan stares back. Her face
beconmes warped into a denon again, her voice is warped and
di storted.

MARY
Are you ready ny |ove?

He | ooks at her again and she is back to normal. Nathan says
not hi ng but forces his body against Mary’'s. Mary GASPS in
shock and pl easure. Nathan THRUSTS agai n, Mary GASPS agai n
as Nat han GRUNTS.

Nat han continues to force his body against Mary's, closing
his eyes; GRUNTING Nathan is very unconfortable. The
villagers continues to CHANT, becom ng delirious.

Nat han begins to force his body deeper unto Mary’'s. Hi s body

repeatedly propels Mary’'s body. The sounds of the CHANT
sinking in his ears.
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Nat han begins to |l ose control of his body; he opens his eyes
wi dely, staring directly in Mary' s eyes, sweating, GRUNTI NG
and GASPI NG Nat han HUFFS and PUFFS, building a rhythm

Nat han sees Mary’'s face is disfigured again into a denon
all black beady eyes staring into his, but he is unfazed,
and continues to mate.

The chanting continues to sink in his ears, possessing him
he | ooks crazed. Mary grips the soil beneath her body,
MOANI NG,

Nat han continues to ramhis body against Mary’s; she WAILS.
He propels harder and harder with each thrust. Hs skin

sl apping viciously against Mary’'s, the sound coincides with
ARANMAI C CHANT

SLAP! SLAP! SLAP!

Mary and Nat han GROANS and GRUNTS in pl easure.

SLAP! SLAP! SLAP!

Mary and Nat han’s groans el evates into HOLLERS. Sweat
dripping fromthe both of them

SLAP! SLAP! SLAP!

Nat han’s eyes widen, as if sonmething is sucking his life
force away. Then, Nathan MOANS in pleasure and bliss,

rel easing hinself, the MOANS prol ongs, his body spasns.

Nat han GASPS for air, his nouth gaped opened and staring

down at Mary. His body is still now, only his torso
contracts back and forth for air. H's sweat drips on top of
Mary. Mary beans to him she is out of breath as well, her

face back to nor nual
MARY
(breathl essly)
Thank you, ny | ove.
Her sm |l e becones wi der. A beat.
MARY
W didit. |I believe our baby has
been concei ved.

Mary ki sses Nat han, Nathan passionately kisses Mary back.
John smles at Nathan and Mary.

The congregati on CHEERS and gyrate once again.
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Nat han rises up on his feet heavily, still catching his
breath. Mary does the sane. Mary bows to the congregation
and Nat han | ooks out to the crowd.

The congregation’s faces are all defornmed, resenbling
ghoul i sh DEMONS, with horns, tails, and bat-Iike w ngs.

The fire continues to ignite the villagers and the night,
creating a Hell-1like atnosphere. Nathan is terrified and
does a doubl e take, they appear normal now.

John continues to smle at Nathan and Mary and hol ds up his
hands to the crowmd. The crowd is silent.

JOHN
Now, tis tine for the final
cerenmony of tonight, The Holy
Transfer.

John open his "THE GOSPEL OF THE VESSEL" book and begins to
read it.

JOHN
"Now t hat the husband and wi fe has
wedded and concei ved the future
heir, "The Vessel" mnust transfer
the Holy Spirit to the new king,
for only a male can host the spirit
of Christ..."

Nat han | ooks over to John, John resenbles SATAN in the
fl esh; the horned-devil in his purest form John | ooks over
to Nathan. Nathan junps in fright.

JOHN
Conme hither son.

Nat han sl owWy wal ks over to John in fear, still naked.
Nat han reaches John, John notices Nathan’s fearful reaction,
John smles to him

NATHAN
Anl in Hell?

John LAUGHS. Hi s voice is not the sane, he sounds di abolica
and sinister.

JOHN
| told thee before ny son, there is
no reason to harbor fear. | see

fear in thine eyes and heart. Thou

art afraid of me because thou fear

thyself. Thou still need healing in
thy mnd, body, and heart.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 78.

A beat .

JOHN
Hast thou seen God before?

Nat han continues to stare at the haunting creature in front
of him dunbfounded.

NATHAN
No sir.

JOHN
Thou shall see Hi mtonight.

A beat .

JOHN
Kneel down before ne.

Nat han kneel s down subm ssively. John place s his right hand
on Nathan’s forehead, still appearing |ike Satan.

JOHN
Oh CGod! Dost thou hearest ne!? Cone
down and bl ess this young nman! Heal
his heart from sorrow and pain
Wash himw th thy bl ood, show him
thy mercy and grace father! So that
t hou can posses his mnd, body, and
heart!

Nat han | ooks up to the clear night sky. Scattered across the
sky is an array of bright stars, scintillating in the night.
Nat han focuses on one star in particular, placed in the
center of the sky, shining brighter than the others. The
star’s |ight expands...

JOHN
Lord God, | beg of thee to descend
and | ay thy hands on him Lay thy
hands on him Heal himLord! Hea
hi m

Nat han wat ches the |ight expand across the sky. He sees a
figure slowy descending fromthe sky. Nathan gazes in
astoni shnment. The shape of the figure is unclear, it is a
glaring white light slowy descending to the ground.

The figure finally stands under the arbor next to John. W

can only see the feet of the figure, there is a punctured
hol e inpaled in each of H s feet.
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Nat han continues to stare at the feet, in conplete awe.
Nat han is silent, and crawls to the figure’ s feet, GASPI NG
for air and sweating. He is hunbled by this ethereal being,
Nat han | ooks up to H's face but we never see Hi s face.

H s body and white robe radiates fluorescent |ight.

NATHAN
Thi s nmust be a dream
A beat .
NATHAN
How can | feel your flesh? How can
this be real ?
A beat .

NATHAN
| ve resented you for so | ong!

Nat han begi ns to sob.

NATHAN
Wy did you take her away from ne!?
Way an i nnocent woman who never did
anyt hi ng wrong!

A beat .

CHARLOTTE (O S.)
But | am not gone Nat han.

Nat han freezes conpletely, then slowy | ooks over to his
| eft; hyperventilating.

Standing next to himis his nother Charlotte Scott, wearing
a white robe, smling down to himenchantingly, radiating as
wel | .

CHARLOTTE
Hell o, ny son.

Nat han takes a pause, conpletely banboozled. He craws to
her feet and kisses themas he WAILS, simlarly |ike an
infant. Charlotte kneels down to himand enbraces her son as
he cries, resting his head on her breasts.

NATHAN
Mother...Il...how?

Nat han is silent now, absorbing this nonent with his nother
before it dissipates.
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NATHAN
Al 1 ever wanted to knowis if you
wer e okay.

Nat han conti nues to sob but sm |l es.

NATHAN
| am so happy to be able to talk to
you again, to feel your flesh, to
be in your presence. |’'ve m ssed
you so nuch

CHARLOTTE
|’ ve m ssed you t oo!

NATHAN
Where did you go?

CHARLOTTE
To heaven, resting with H m

Nat han | ooks up to Charlotte.

NATHAN

How can this be?
CHARLOTTE

He is real Nathan.

A pause.

CHARLOTTE

It can always be |ike this.
NATHAN

What do you nean?
CHARLOTTE

You can al ways speak to ne and see

me. | can always be here.

Nat han | ooks up to Charlotte curiously.

CHARLOTTE
You just have to accept H m Nat han.

The cel estial being taps Charlotte on her shoul ders. She
| ooks up to His face hunbled by H's presence. She | ooks back

t o Nat han

CHARLOTTE
| have to go now.

Nat han begins to CRY
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NATHAN
| love you so much noml Pl ease
don’'t | eave ne again!

Nat han conti nues to enbrace his nother.

CHARLOTTE
Until we neet again.

Nat han continues to hold his nother. Wth a blink of an eye,
he notices he is holding on to thin air, Caroline has
vani shed.

Nat han begins to CRY, tears rolling down his cheek. He | ooks
unto the array of stars in the night, searching for her.

NATHAN
MOM VWHERE ARE YQU' ? MOM ?

John wat ches Nat han attentively, absorbing Nathan's actions.

NATHAN
MOM MOM  PLEASE COVEBACK!

John wal ks over to Nathan. Nathan’s head dives to the ground
in defeat, he SOBS uncontrollably again. John places his
hand on his shoulder. Nathan junps a little, stil

astoni shed, |ooking around as if he is lost, he forgot where
he was. John enbraces him

JOHN
Shhh, ny son it wll be alright.

Nat han | ooks up and sees John smling down on him H's face
is back to nornal

JOHN
Have you seen H m Nat han?

NATHAN
(quietly)
Yes, | have.

JOHN
And thy nother too?

A beat .

NATHAN
Yes.
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JOHN
WIlt thou be willing to host the
spirit of Jesus Christ into thy
m nd, body, and heart?

NATHAN
Yes.

JOHN
Possessing HHminto thy spirit
comes with the responsibility of
becom ng the new Vessel of Yusnarg.
WIlt thou be willing to becone the
new Vessel ? To study the sacred
verses of "The Gospel of the
Vessel " and to spread the word and
teachings of Christ to the children
of Yusmarg?

Nat han takes a pause, letting the question resonate in his
m nd. Nat han | ooks over to Mary. Mary watches, anticipating
hi s answer.

NATHAN
More than wlling.

John smles to Nathan and so does Mary.

Gscar gracefully wal ks closer to both Nat han and John
carrying a sleek SWORD, one hand under the handl e and the
ot her under the bl ade.

Carol i ne kneel s under the arbor, Judith drenches her in
gasoline froma contai ner

JOHN
Stand up nmy son and face the
congregati on.

Nat han stands up slowy and faces the congregation, they are
all bowng to him on their hands and knees, their heads
poi nting towards him

Gscar bows to John, handing himthe sword. John carefully
takes the sword away from Oscar. Oscar gets on his hands and
knees with his head towards Nathan and John, along with the
rest of the Holy Fam |y, including Mry.

John slowy kneel s down. John continues to grasp the sword,

the sword penetrates the ground beneath, creating support
for John to kneel.
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JOHN
Heed The Sword of The Vessel,
Nat han. My bl ood contains the power
of Christ init. Behead ne and
drink the blood frommy head. Then
ye shall posses the power of
Chri st.

Nat han takes in John’s words, stunned by them He slowy

wal ks behi nd John and grips the sword’ s handle. He pulls the
sword out of the soil and holds it nomentarily. His thoughts
run wildly, he’s conflicted.

JOHN
Do it son. | have nmade anmends with
the Lord. It is ny destiny granted
to nme by the Holy Spirit.

Nat han absorbs his words once nore. Nathan turns over to
John’s side still holding the sword, he pauses. John is on
hi s hands and knees now, he begins to pray under his breath.

JOHN
(whi speri ng)
Though | wal k through the valley of
t he shadow of death, | will fear no

evil...
Nat han lifts the sword over his head; hesitating.

JOHN
For though art with nme; thy rod and
thy staff they confort ne...

Nat han SCREAMS frantically. SLINK!

Bl ood SPLATTERS on Nathan's face. He still holds the sword,
the sword pointing down. Nathan's eyes foll ow the direction
of the sword.

He sees John' s decapitated head on the ground, blood oozes
out of the head creating a ruby puddle. He is stunned and
DROPS t he sword.

Caroline takes a match and LIGHTS it, she places the nmatch
on herself. Her entire body ENGULFS in flanmes, she SHRI EKS
in pain and praise, raising her hands in the air. Nathan
wat ches, stunned.

CARCLI NE
HALLELUJAH!

The cult raises their hands in the air too.
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CONGREGATI ON
HALLELUJAH

Nat han grabs John’s head, turns it upside, and begins

DRI NKI NG t he bl ood from his head. As he drinks, the bl ood
oozes into his nouth, dripping fromthe sides of his nouth
unto his chest.

Caroline continues to burn to death, she is on her knees,
still SCREAM NG in the process. The congregati on watches her
body disintegrate into ashes. Her scream ng gradually
ceases.

Nat han conti nues to consunme the blood fromJohn's head. He
takes in the last few GJULPS and renoves the head fromhis

lips, his mouth covered in blood. He drops John's head to

t he ground.

THUD!

He closes his eyes, falls to his knees, and raises his hands
inthe air.

NATHAN
Oh dear CGod! | feel thee in ny
body, heart, and mnd! | welcone
thee Lord! | wel cone thee!
A beat.
NATHAN

Ah sha la la la bo ka sha te la na
ka teh ba ba feh ka nml

As Nat han continues to speak in tongues, his body begins to
qui ver and convul se. He feels sonething creep up his spine,
into his lungs, into his entire body.

He screans deliriously, full of euphoria. H's spine curves,
maki ng his chest protrude outwardly, contorting his body, as
his eyes roll to the back of his head.

Monentarily, he SIGHS heavily and breathes steadily again,
his chest back to normal. He | ooks out to the congregation,
his eyes are all white, still rolled to the back of his
head.

Nat han begi ns to speak, his voice has changed; it is
hunbl ed, serene, and silky. He speaks in Aranaic tongues.

SUBTI TLES:

( CONTI NUED)
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NATHAN
My children, | speak to thee

t hrough Nat han Scott. | beg of thee

to welcone himin Yusmarg and to
accept himas the new Vessel.

The congregation listens attentively.

CONGREGATI ON
Yes, Lord.

NATHAN
Toni ght, rem nd thyselves of the
sins of mankind, rem nd thysel ves
of your desperate need for
redenption. Crucify his body the
way the bl aspheners tortured ne on
Cal vary.

CONGREGATI ON
Yes, Lord.

NATHAN
Only through this will we know if
he is worthy of becom ng thy
"Vessel". Only through severe
physi cal pain can he endure the
spiritual task of becom ng thy
| eader.

CONGREGATI ON
Yes, Lord.

NATHAN
He shall sacrifice his body Iike |
did to save thee from dammati on
Crucify himand he shall be
transfornmed. Crucify himand thou
shal | be redeened.

85.

Al of a sudden Nat han GASPS and catches his breath as if he

had been suffocating,
around hi s surroundings in panic,

agai n.

The entire congregation al
rage and charging after

VI LLAGER
GET HM

his eyes back to nornal.
forgetting where he is

run towards Nat han,
him Nathan is al arned and

He | ooks

SCREAM NG i n

i medi ately runs away, scared for his life as the

congregati

on causes a riot, chasing after him
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EXT. YUSMARG FOREST - N GHT

Nat han enters a forest and runs through it, it is thick and
mur Ky, he’s not |ooking back. The forest is very dark and
Nat han has troubl e adjusting his eyes and navigating his
body through it.

The villagers continue to run after him scream ng and
chasing himfeverishly, like a mad nob. Their naked bodies
dimy reflecting the noonlight.

NATHAN
HELP! SOVEBODY HELP

The branches of the trees have sharp thorns. As Nat han runs,
they scratch his skin, slashing his arns, |egs, and other
pl aces on his body; blood seeps from his wounds.

Al'l of a sudden, a stone collides wth the back of his head.
THUMP!
Nat han crashes to the ground, bleeding fromhis head. The
vill agers take advantage and inpales himwth various stones
and ripping the branches fromthe trees, whipping his body
with them
Nat han screans for hel p.
NATHAN
OH FATHER! WHY DO THEY ATTACK ME!
VWHY DO THEY HATE ME!

They conti nue denolishing his body with stones, branches,
and with their bare hands.

NATHAN
FATHER' FORA VE THEM FOR THEY DO
NOT KNOW VWHAT THEY ARE DO NG

Nat han is a bl oody ness now, he is scratched, bruised, and
scat hed.

SLASH!
THUMP
CLUWP!
BLACKQUT.
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| NT. RESURRECTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

Nat han wakes up, GASPING in pain and WHIMPERING. He |ies on
a stone platform padded with bedding. H's body has heal ed
slightly but he is still severely bruised and wounded.
Sunl i ght beans inside of the chanber, gleam ng upon his
face.

He sees Mary standing next to him attending to his bruises
and scars with a washcloth. There is a little wooden stand
set up next to her, on top of the stand is a bow of
steam ng |iquid. She dabs the washcloth she holds in the
bow .

She delicately dabs the washcloth on a bruise on top of
Nat han’ s forehead. Nathan winces in pain. Mary smles to
hi m

MARY
He lives. The Holy Sacranent is
conpl et e.

A beat.
NATHAN
(groggily)

What happened? What happened to ny
body?

Nat han WHI MPER again, feeling sharp pains in his hands. He
raises his hands to his face, they are wapped in white
bandages, stained wi th bl ood.

NATHAN
What happened to ny hands?

Mary stares at Nathan, with concerned eyes.

MARY
| will show thee.

Mary slowy unravels the bandages on Nathan’s left hand in a
circular notion

Mary finishes unraveling the bandage. Nathan is banboozl ed
at the sight, there is a hole inpaled through his palm he
GASPS i n shock.

Mary unravels the right hand, there is another hole inpaled

t hrough his right palm Nathan stares at his stigmata marks
in disbelief.

( CONTI NUED)
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NATHAN
How did this happen?

Mary smiles to him

EXT. YUSMARG FOREST - DAWN FLASHBACK

It is the break of dawn, the sunlight barely creeping
t hrough the forest trees. The murky forest is surrounded in
a thick, white, translucent mst, crowding the forest.

MARY (V. Q)
It was during the final step of The
Holy Transfer.

The villagers carries Nathan's unconsci ous, naked, and
tortured body back through the msty forest. H's body |aying
on top of the herd of villagers. W can't tell if heis
alive or dead, he is in a comatose. H's body is shaped
simlarly to a crucifix.

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ GRAVEYARD - MORNI NG FLASHBACK

A bl anket of gray asperitas clouds covers the entire sky
above, a heavy gust bl ows across Yusnarg.

The villagers stands in front of the large, twenty foot tal
wooden CROSS with purple drapes. The herd bows to it, stil
[ifting Nathan’s body above them

Some villagers depart fromthe group and wal ks towards the
tall and erect wooden cross in unison.

The villagers lifts the cross in a group effort, struggling
a bit. Finally, the cross is lifted fromthe soil. The group
wor ks together, slowy descending the cross, laying it on
its back.

Mary has a piece of cloth in both of her hands. She reaches
for the crowm of thorns attached to the cross and carries it
awnay.

The villagers places Nathan’s body on the cross, aligning
his arnms on the patibulumand his head and | egs on the
stipe. They begin to wap his el bows around the pati bul um
with rope; tying it in a durable knot.

Three villagers carrying hammers and nails stations
t hensel ves at the cross. One at Nathan’s |eft hand, one at
Nat han’s right hand, and the other at Nathan’s feet.

They begin to hammer the nails into his hands and feet.

( CONTI NUED)
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BAM BAM BAM

Thi s awakens Nat han, he SCREANS in pain, bloods squirts from
hi s punctured hands and feet.

NATHAN
ARRGGGEGHHH! |

Nat han falls back i nto unconsci ousness.

The three villagers are finished now and depart out of the
way.

W see Mary standing, she studies Nathan's body. The entire
cult bows to their hands and knees.

Mary continues to carry the crown of thorns. She wal ks
delicately towards Nathan, drawing closer to his body.

MARY (V. Q)
Twas time to crown the new Kking.

Mary places the crown of thorns unto Nathan’s head. Mary
forces the crown down, naking his forehead bleed in the
process, blood seeps unto his face.

Mary backs away and is satisfied. She signals sone of the
villagers. About ten villagers run to the cross. The
villagers attenpt to raise the cross again. They al
struggl e but eventually ascends the cross, naking it stand
on its stipe again.

The ten villagers | ooks up to Nathan’s body attached to the
cross. They back away, joining the other villagers in bow ng
to their hands and knees.

The renmai ni ng nenbers of the Holy Fam |y wal ks towards Mary.
They all bow to their hands and knees. Their heads facing
t owar ds Nat han

Li ghting flashes across the gray sky. W hear the CRACKLE of
t hunder spread across the horizon. BOOM

Suddenly, rain begins to POUR DOANN, the cult renains
steadfast in their bow ng position; unaffected by the rain.

The rain SPLASHES agai nst Nathan’s body, rinsing the bl ood
stains fromhis face and body.

NATHAN (V. Q)
How | ong was | up there?

( CONTI NUED)
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MARY (V. Q)
Si x hours.

EXT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ CGRAVEYARD - AROUND 3 PM FLASHBACK

About ten villagers wal ks towards the cross again and slowy
descends it on its back, Nathan is still attached to it.

MARY (V. Q)
After the sixth hour, we took thy
body fromthe cross.

MOVENTS LATER. .

Three villagers are stationed at Nathan’s left hand, right
hand, and feet, taking the iron nails out of his body and
wr appi ng his hands and feet wi th white bandages

MOVENTS LATER. .

The cult continues to carry Nathan’s crucified body away.
Mary follows along. They reach the ressurection chanber.

MARY (V. Q)
And then, we placed thy body here.

| NT. RESSURECTI ON CHAMBER - DAY

PRESENT DAY: Mary beans to Nathan, the sunlight illum nates
her face and hair, she | ooks angelic. Nathan is confused.

NATHAN
How | ong have | been here?

MARY
Three days.

Mary beans to hi m again.

MARY
Today is a glorious day. Rejoice.

Nat han takes a deep breath, closing his eyes, he seens
el ated. A beat.

NATHAN
| feel H minside of ne Mary.
MARY
| knew thee would. | knew thee were

t he one.

( CONTI NUED)
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She continues to smle.

MARY
Thou art naturally a nman of faith,
Nat han. Even with thy atheistic
views, | saw thee still holding on
to faith. Holding on to the
i nconcei vabl e. Thou kept hope that
one day thou woul dst see her again.
| wanted to hel p make that cone
true for thee. So that thou could
see her and accept H m

A beat .

MARY
Thou art reborn Nat han.

Nat han smles to Mary, shedding a tear.

NATHAN
You are full of surprises.

MARY
| | ove thee Nat han.

Mary smiles and ki sses Nathan on his Iips romantically.
Nat han happily accepts. A beat.

Nat han | ooks around the room his eyes scans across the
el even heads resting on marble pillars. Atwelfth head is on
di spl ay; John’s head.

MARY
Fat her is proud of thee.

Nat han sm |l es at John.

NATHAN
Thank you John.

A beat.
MARY
They are all waiting for thee. They
awai t the Kking.
Mary notions to the door. Nathan is al arned.

NATHAN
| don't knowif | can -

Mary carefully holds his crucified hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARY
Yes thou can. Thou hast H m i nside
of thee. Al things are possible.

Mary smles to himagain and Nathan sm | es back

EXT. RESURRECTI ON CHAMBER/ CATHEDRAL BACKYARD - DAY

The door to the prayer chanber opens up slowy. The
swel tering sun shines brightly, alnost blinding Nathan.

We see Mary hel pi ng Nat han wal k out side of the door. W see
the stigmata i nplanted unto his feet. Nathan struggl es,
taking very small steps while Mary is by his side, holding
hi m by the wai st.

Nat han | ooks out to the yard, the entire cult is on their
hands and knees bowi ng with their heads pointing towards the
resurrection chanber.

A cool breeze swings by while Nathan smles to his new
fol | oners.

MARY
He is risen!

The congregation slowy raise their heads to | ook at Nat han.
They absorb his presence delightfully. They rise to their
feet CHEERI NG and CLAPPING in triunph. They dance,

exclaimng "Rejoice!", "Hallelujah!", "Thank you Lord!", and
et c.
Nat han smles to themall, waving to themw th his crucified
hands.

MARY

Hai |l The Vessel!

CONGREGATI ON
HAI L THE VESSEL!

Nat han continues to raise his hands in the air, sunlight
beans through his hands.

BLACKOUT
TI TLE CARD: 9 MONTHS LATER
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| NT. YUSMARG CATHEDRAL/ SANCTUARY - DAY

CLOSE UP: Mary screans, | NAUDIBLE, sweat drips from her
face, she is clearly in excruciating pain.

Nat han hol ds her hands, wearing all of The Vessel’'s attire;
a white robe, cassock, angelican rochet, traditional
chinere, pleated cuffs, tippet, and a decorated mtre. He

| ooks down to Mary, smling.

The remai ni ng nenbers of the Holy Fam |y are circled around
t hem except Judith, she is not present.

Mary lies on a raised platform she continues to scream in
torture.

We hear BABY CRIES on the screen. Nathan’s face |ights up.

Nat han cuts the unbilical cord with a cutting tool placed on
a nearby stand. He wi pes the bl oody BABY off with towels,
staining them He then waps the baby up with clean towels.
He shows Mary the baby, she gleans at it still PANTING and
sweat i ng.

Then Nat han turns around, the entire sanctuary is filled
wth the congregation. In front of himis a golden bow of
holy water. Nathan scoops his hand inside of the bow and
splashes a little bit of water on top of the newborn's
forehead, he smles at his son.

Then Nat han holds the baby in the air horizontally. The
congregation all bow to the baby at their pews.

CHARLOTTE (O . S.)
He' s beauti ful Nat han.

CLOSE- UP: Nat han | ooks up to the ceiling, we can see his
face is faintly scarred. He smiles deliriously; shedding
tears.

BLACKQUT

CONGREGATI ON
HAI' L PRI NCE SOLOVON!

THE END
FADE QUT.



