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FADE | N:
| NT. DI NER - DAY

Dinme store Christmas decorations stick to the wi ndows, hang
fromthe water-stained ceiling tiles. Holiday nusic PLAYS.

BERT, 50s, clean-cut, glasses, sits alone in the back corner
booth. He folds a piece of burnt toast, dips it into a plate
of runny eggs. Bert slurps a string of egg yol k, chonps on
the toast, washes it down with coffee.

COUNTER

Bert hands the check to the CASH ER, a portly woman in her
40s. He notices a honenade sign taped to a collection jar.

CASHI ER
How was everyt hi ng?

| NSERT - SI GN

A picture of a BLONDE WOVAN, 30s, smling. Handwitten under
the photo in black marker:

M SSI NG - MARY GARNER Have you seen ny Mnmy?

BERT (O S.)
Hm? OCh, fine.

COUNTER

CASHI ER
Doi ng anyt hi ng special tonight for
New Year's Eve?

Bert | ooks up, smles.

BERT
| never do anything special.

CASHI ER
So, you don't believe what they're
sayi ng about Y2K?

She hands Bert two dollars. He places it in the jar.

BERT
You never know.



| NT. CGROCERY STORE - DAY

Bert picks up a can of tuna, reads the | abel, places it in
his shopping cart. He swipes the rest of the tuna fromthe
shelf with his arminto the cart.

| NT. STATI ON WAGON - DAY

The hatch opens, Bert stands outside, |oads bags upon bags
of groceries into the car. Bert pushes the cart away, then
reappears with a cart full of gallon jugs of water.

| NT. STATI ON WAGON - LATER

Bert opens the hatch, tosses |unber and 2x4s into the car.
He sl ans the hatch cl osed.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

The back door opens, stands ajar. Soon Bert appears at the
door with an arnful of lunber. He struggles to get inside,
t hen drops the wood on the floor.

The alarmon his wi stwatch BEEPS. He checks the tinme, turns
off the al arm

I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

A small television on the counter shows i mages of PARTY- GOERS
in Times Square. Party hats and noi se nakers.

A power saw BUZZES t hrough wood O S.
A hanmer POUNDS.

Bert wal ks into the kitchen, opens the refrigerator. He
energes drinking a can of beer. He notices the television,
wal ks over to it, turns up the vol une.

REPORTER (V. Q)
It seens |ike any other New Year's
Eve here in Times Square. However
there are sonme that believe the new
mllenniumw Il signal the end of
days. The apocal ypse, if you wll.
Wth people taking to the streets -
rioting, and | ooting.

Bert |owers the volunme, wal ks off with the beer.
| NT. LIVI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Bert hammers the last nail into a 2x4. Both wi ndows in the

room are boarded shut. He drops the hammer, stands back to
adm re his handy work.



I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT
The sound of footsteps ascending stairs O S.

The basenent door opens. Bert enters the kitchen holding a
paper plate and plastic cup, tosses theminto the trash can.

He wal ks back to the door, replaces the padl ock.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Bert sits on the sofa, swigs the |last drop froma beer can
before crushing it in his hand. He tosses it onto the coffee
t abl e anongst a dozen ot her crushed cans.

He reaches over, picks up a hand gun fromthe table. He
checks the chanber, spins it, then closes it with a | oud

CLI CK. Loaded.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

A thin sliver of sunlight pierces through the 2x4s at the
w ndow and | ands on Bert's eyelids. He w nces, shields them

Bert sits up, holds his head, and groans. His eyes open
slowy, notices the daylight creeping into the room

He stands, wal ks slowly to the wi ndow, peers between the
gaps of the wood pl anks.

EXT. PORCH - DAY

The sound of bolts sliding and | ocks turning O S.

The front door creaks open, Bert sticks his head outside.
He fights off the bright sun with his hand, steps out onto
t he porch hol ding his gun behind his back.

Bert surveys the nei ghborhood. Quiet. Deserted.

A feint CLICKING noi se catches Bert's attention.

It grows louder. CLICK CLICK CLICK

Bert cocks the gun he hol ds behind his back.

He junps as sonething lands at his feet with a THUD

The Sunday newspaper rolls on the porch, taps his foot.
Bert watches the PAPER BOY, 13, ride down the street on his

bi ke. Baseball cards make a CLI CKI NG sound agai nst the
spokes. Bert releases the hammer of the gun.



I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

The newspaper sprawl s out across the kitchen table. The
headl i nes are bold and dark.

HAPPY NEW YEAR - WELCOVE TO THE NEW M LLENNI UM

Bert sits, stares at the paper. Runs his hands through his
hair, over his face.

REPORTER (V. Q.)
On a lighter note, by now we all
know the world did not end | ast night
at the stroke of m dnight.

Bert | ooks over at the television, pushes his chair backwards.
The | egs scrape the wood fl oor as he stands.

REPORTER (V. Q)
There were reports of peopl e buying
toil et paper, water, anything they
coul d get their hands on.

Bert wal ks to the counter, opens a drawer, pulls out a hammer.
REPORTER (V. Q.)
| guess it just goes to show you how
sone people --
Bert SMASHES the tel evision screen with the hamer.
The alarmon his wistwatch BEEPS.
Bert's eyes wden. He shudders, turns off the alarm

Bert sets the hamer on the counter, shuffles over to the
pantry, opens the door.

The shel ves are stocked full with canned tuna. He takes a
can, closes the pantry door.

| NT. BASEMENT - DAY

Bert descends the stairs holding a tuna sandwi ch on a paper
plate and water in a plastic cup. He wal ks over to a | ocked
door, places the plate and cup on a shelf.

Bert reaches above the door, grabs a key off a hook, unlocks
t he padl ock.

| NT. ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The door to the dark, dingy basenent room opens. Bert stands
in the doorway, reaches for the light swtch.



The fluorescent |ight bul bs humand flicker on.
Bert takes a step inside holding the plate and cup.

A WOVMAN lies on a nattress thrown on the dirt fl oor. Her
hands shield her face fromthe |ight.

Bert places the plate and cup on the floor.

MARY GARNER, 30s, bl onde, |owers her hands, squints. Her
face matches the sign fromthe diner, except for the smle

MARY
Let nme guess. Tuna?

BERT
|"mafraid there's been a slight
change of pl ans.
Bert reaches behind his back, produces the hand gun. Mary
moves away fromhim The chain around her ankle allows her
little roomto nove

Bert places the gun on a high I edge. He fishes in his pocket,
retrieves a set of keys.

Mary | ooks up at him confused.

Bert bends down, unlocks the chain around her ankle. He
steps back, notions to the open door.

Mary stands, slowy. Unsure. She hobbles to the door, turns.

MARY
| promse | won't tell anyone.

Bert shakes his head, snmles.

BERT
It doesn't matter.

Mary |inps out the door.
Bert sits down on the mattress. He picks up the sandw ch.
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Mary opens the basenment door. She wal ks as fast as she can
into the --

LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Mary passes the boarded w ndows, opens the front door. The
sunlight hits her face. Her smle returns.



A GUNSHOT expl odes O. S.
Mary turns toward the shot. She's all alone in the room

She turns back toward the door, |inps outside.

FADE OUT
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