WOOD WORK
By

Char |l es Kauf mann Soli s

Copyright (c) 2013. This c. harl esll7@ut | ook. com
screenplay may not be used or (626) 421 - 2920
reproduced wi t hout the express

witten perm ssion of the

aut hor .



EXT. FOREST - N GHT

An anci ent gargantuan tree. A beautiful night sky. Stars
providing majesty in every direction.

The sound of animals and insects behaving as they wll
anongst the cl oak of darkness.

Tranquility.

TI TLE OVER:

"THE NEXT DAY"

EXT. FOREST - DAY

A m ddl e-aged LUMBERJACK cal my approaches the tree. He's a
stereotypical man in this line of work. Tall, burly, and
rugged. One thing is apparent to how he differs fromthis
stereotype, however.

He’s quite. The type of quite that would create
unconfortabl e silences anong others - had there been anyone
el se around.

He stares at the tree. His face fills wth a plethora of
enotions, as if sensing sone type of significance which
radi ates fromthe ancient wood.

He | ooks down.
An ol d, sharp, worn axe, rests loosely in his grip.

Suddenly wi t hout warning, the nman’s deneanor changes in a
flash. H's notions; swift, precise, and ferocious. H's
facial expression shifting into that of trenmendous
seriousness.

The axe gripped tightly with both hands as he begins to chop
away at the trunk of the enornous tree.

Several grunts escape fromthe man as he sw ngs away.

Just then, directly above the man’s position. A |loose branch
of noderate size steadily becones nore and nore di sconnected
fromthe tree as the man’s chopping force vibrates upward.

Several chops later... a CRACK!I The man caught off guard,
and still gripping his axe, looks up in utter surprise. The
branch follows gravity s design and nakes its way towards

t he ground.



The man is struck on top of his head by the falling branch.

Bl ackness - as he fades i nto unconsci ousness..

LATER
The man awakens after several hours of being unconscious.
The sun begins to dip below the horizon in the b.g.

He stunbles to his feet. Dried blood covering half of his
face. He | ooks around. The axe lies on the ground severa
feet fromhis position. The branch which fell on him nuch
cl oser.

Standi ng erect, he takes several l|arge cold breaths. The
severity of the cold in the air making its presence known,
as he then begins to shiver.

He gathers his axe. He turns and | ooks at the tree. The
future-scar left by the man’s actions can be seen as a
freshly opened wound, as sap drips and dries.

He begins to walk away fromthe area. Before he conpletely
departs the vicinity, he grabs the branch fromthe ground,
t hen proceeds to make his way hone.

I NT. WOOD CABI N - NI GHT
The door shuts behind the | unberjack.

The interior of the cabin is very typical, a cliche setting
of a nountain man’s hone. Wod, wood, and npre wood.

A fireplace. A strike of a match. A fire burns bright. The
man kneel s over, holding the branch in his hands. He
nmonmentarily contenplates, as his facial expression is
questi oni ng.

He stands up, and wal ks over to a |large table, placing the
branch on top.

He then wal ks over to a small barrel of water in a corner
and begins to coat his face with the liquid. A towel covers
his face. The blood is now conpletely gone after w ping the
stai n away.



LARGE BED

The man sits on his |arge bed. He begins to unfasten his
attire, boots, pants, shirt. He clinbs beneath the covers.

H s eyes shut, and he falls into sleep.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

The man approaches the site of the incident the day before.
He | ooks over at the tree. The scar crusted over, beginning
to heal itself naturally wth tinme.

He grips his axe tightly in one hand.

He turns and makes his way over to a simlar tree nearby. He
examnes it up and down. Content with what he sees, he
begins to chop away.

LATER

A loud crack fills the air. The tree begins to fall to the
ground. Crash! It hits the floor with a mghty force.

The man | ooks over at the scarred tree.

Pl acing his sight back on the freshly cut down tree. He
begi ns to chop away.

EXT. WOOD CABI N - DAY

The man stacks several |ogs of wood in a large neatly

fashi oned pil e against the wood cabi n.

I NT. CABIN - NI GHT

The fire in the fireplace dimy illumnates the interior of
the cabin. The man sits at the table, exam ning the branch

in his hands once again.

He | ooks over at the firepl ace..

EXT. FOREST - DAY

The man approaches the site of the scarred tree. He | ooks at
the tree. The scar still steadily healing itself. He | ooks
over in the direction of the tree he had cut down the day
before. Only a stunp renains.



He wal ks over to another tree within the vicinity. H s axe
raises into the air.

EXT. WOOD CABI N - DAY

The man stacks even nore logs into the large pile next to
t he cabi n.

I NT. CABIN - N GHT

The man sits at the table. The fire illum nates the cabin
interior dimy. The branch Iies untouched on the table. The
man examnes it, intently. He reaches over as to grab the
branch. ..

EXT. FOREST - DAY

The site of the scarred tree. The man | ooks over and stares
briefly. He then nods at the tree. Two stunps renmain from

t he previous days. The man stands before a tree. He grips
his axe. Raised in the air, the blade shimers with a beam
of light as the sun reflects off of it.

EXT. WOOD CABI N - DAY

The man stacks nore logs onto the pile. The pile has grown
i mrensely in size by now

I NT. CABIN - N GHT

The fire in the fireplace illumnates wwth the sanme dim
lighting. The man rises fromthe table. He grabs the branch
and makes his way over to the fireplace.

Standing at the fireplace. The man exam nes the wood in his
hands once nore. He then places it above the firepl ace.
Leaving it to rest.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

The man approaches the site of the scarred tree. The scar
becom ng steadily nore and nore healed with tinme. The man
reaches out and pats the trunk of the tree. He turns and
wal ks in the direction of a nearby tree.



MONTAGE - VARI QUS
A) EXT. FOREST - DAY - The axe raises up into the air.
B) EXT. FOREST - DAY - Tree after tree, the axe cuts into.

C) EXT. FOREST - DAY - The surrounding area of the scarred
tree becones not hing but stunps.

D) EXT. FOREST - DAY - The man begins to grow older. Hi s axe
raising less and less into the air than before.

E) EXT. WOOD CABIN - DAY - The stack of |ogs grows
overwhel mngly | arge and seem ngly unt ouched.

F) INT. WOOD CABIN - NI GHT - The branch above the firepl ace
collects a thick coat of dust.

G EXT. FOREST - DAY - The sun begins to set as the scarred
tree is coated with a thick coat of snow. The surroundi ng
trees are all gone. Hundreds of stunps remain |ike
gravestones renenbering the dead.

END MONTAGE

| NT. CABIN / LARGE BED - NI GHT
The man is old by now Sickly.

He lies confortably under the covers in bed. H's eyes are
tired and droopy.

Suddenly, the man opens his eyes wide as far as they can. He
nmusters enough strength to begin to rise fromhis |ying
position. Aching and in pain the man stands on his feet. He
begins to make his way over to the fireplace. He reaches
out, and grabs the old withered branch with all his
strength. He bl ows away the dust.

An old-tiner’'s smle cones over his face.

The branch is then tossed into the fireplace and begins to
crackl e.

The man nmakes his way over to the bed. dinbs under the
covers and shuts his eyes.

He takes his | ast breath.



EXT. FOREST - DAY

The scarred tree remains the only tree standing. The scar
but a nenory now. The sun rising vibrantly in the b.g.

THE END



