WAR BORN

by
El i j ah Cooksey



OVER BLACK:

A high pitched scream vi brates.
FADE | N:

EXT. VILLAGE - N GHT

An intense flame ravages multiple huts scattered wthin a
hunbl e canpsite. Disorientated villagers flee fromthe
bill ow ng snoke with iron weapons in hand. Children CRY
l onging for their absent parents.

I NT. HUT - N GHT

YOUNG CROW sl eeps on the floor. He wears fur and ani ma
hide. He is twelve, blonde and bl ue-eyed.

YOUNG CLAY
CRON CROW

YOUNG CLAY steps through the hut's opening. Blonde and

bl ue-eyed as well, he wears a hat made from raccoon hi de.
The raccoon's face bl ankets Young Clay's scal p. Young C ay
is twenty.

Young Clay rushes to his younger brother. He shakes him

YOUNG CROW
C ay, what?

Young Clay rises to his feet then sprints to the hut's door.
He grabs a large C aynore near the hut's exit before he
bolts out.

Young Crow rubs his eyes. He slowy stands up as he adjusts
hi nsel f. Young Crow stunbles to the hut's exit. Light
shi nes through the cracks in the door.

Pl ERCE
(rmuf fl ed)
East Town i s gone.

YOUNG CLAY
Were are they now?

Young Crow opens the hut's door. The firelight blinds him
I NT. NI NJA HOUSE - N GHT

Shadows hi de a neek house nmade entirely fromwood. A girl's
shrouded figure shakes within the shadows. She is twelve.

YOUNG M KASA
No!

She holds her father. Blood shines on Young M kasa's hand
in the noon |ight.

YOUNG M KASA
Daddy!



Tear drops trickle onto the father's cold face.
EXT. VILLAGE - N GHT

PIERCE is large, a head taller than Young Cl ay despite being
the sane age. He holds a giant sledgehammer with one hand.

To the side of Pierce is YOUNG RAGNARCCK, his younger
brother. Young Ragnarock is the same age as Young Crow, but
could be mstaken for a fifteen year-old. Young Ragnarock
shelters hinself behind Pierce.

Pl ERCE
We have to nove

Young Cl ay nods confidently, while Young Crow and Ragnar ock
trenble. The four sprint into the forest with weapons
drawn. Young Crow and Ragnarock clutch their knives. They
trail behind their ol der brothers.

Pl ERCE
Ragnar ock, keep up!

A horn sounds off. Pierce panics. He searches frantically.

YOUNG CLAY
Ni njas? Here al ready!

Pl ERCE
Stay cl ose!

Young Ragnarock trails further behind. Fire burns around
t hem Pierce spots the glint of netal. Soneone hides in
this bush feet away from Young Ragnar ock

Pi erce dashes to Ragnarock. A Ninja |eaps fromthe bush
The Ninja's small katana thrusts toward Young Ragnar ock
Everyone else tries to grasp the suddenness of this attack.

Young Ragnarock's fear paral yzes his body.

Pl ERCE
Down!

Pierce slanms his massive hamrer against the Ninja' s back
CRACK! His hamer forces the Ninja to the dirt.

Young Ragnarock gazes at his brother. Pierce smles to
Ragnarock with relief.

YOUNG CLAY
Pi er ce!

A second Ninja stayed hidden in the bush. The N nja shoots
thin needles fromher nouth. The tips of the needles are
covered in white sap.

Every needl e strikes Pierce. Sonme puncture his chest while
others stick out fromhis neck. Pierce topples over with a



thud. Ragnarock's eyes broaden

Young Cl ay pursues Pierce's attacker through the thick
woods.

Young Ragnarock hugs his brother. Pierce fights to keep
consci ous whil e bl ood oozes from his wounds.

YOUNG RAGNAROCK
Pi er ce!

Tears fall onto Pierce's pale face. Young Ragnarock screans
out recklessly. Pierce forces part of his bloody hand into
Ragnar ock' s nout h.

Pl ERCE
You have to be quiet.

Pierce's eyes water, his head falls back

Crow wat ches Ragnarock shake his dead brother. Young
Ragnarock's nouth is open wi de but he fights the urge to

yel p.

YOUNG CLAY
Bast ar ds!

Young Clay traps the Ninja against a tree. He thrusts his
bl ade through the Ninja's stomach. The C aynore pins the
Ninfja to the tree. Clay rips the Ninja's mask off.

YOUNG CLAY
Way break the treaty!

The Ni nja coughs up bl ood.

NI NJA
| should ask you that.

The Ninja's head falls, lifeless.

EXT. FOREST - N GHT

Young Cl ay bursts through the forest. He hurries to YOUNG
CROW

YOUNG CROW
Brot her, Pierce...

YOUNG CLAY
...Cone here.

Young Clay waps his armaround Young Crow s shoul der.

Young Ragnarock buries has head into his brother's bl oody
chest.



YOUNG CROW
| wll end this war Ragnarock. |
won't | et anyone el se die! For
Pierce, 1'I1.

Young Crow cries, he can't finish his sentence.
Young Ragnarock addresses CROWN his face bl ood soaked.

YOUNG RAGNAROCK
Fi ni sh them al |

The bl ood on Ragnarock's face takes the shape of the map of
EVERSHORE

GRAPHI C - THE MAP OF EVERSHORE

The withered map depicts three main areas, all evenly cut
froma rough circle

On this map there is a coast to the east and nore unnaned
land to the west. The map has Japanese characters witten
on it with holes burned fromfire.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
One hundred years of bl oodshed,
that's how long it took for a
treaty to be established.

CLASH and CLI NG sounds of metal ring as roughly outlined
warriors fight over the map in a stop notion style. These
outlines are bold drawn in black calligraphy.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Determ ned to avenge their fallen,
each side broke the treaty. Hate
has a way of taking over the heart.

Warriors are stabbed, they SCREAM and MOAN.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
A pissing contest. Sanurai against
Ninja. Killing for revenge and
pride. Children fighting a war
t heir grandparents began.

The west part has "Dounine" clearly |abeled in English and
Japanese characters. A group of the Sanurai clan is drawn
in the sane outline style. The outlined Sanmurai face the
east; all stand tall by each other's side.

The Sanurai are reimagi ned. They are European style
swor dsnmen who wear a conbi nation of Japanese Sanurai and
skin/fur styled clothing.

Al'l carry heavy weapons, nostly | arge swords, but sone weld
shi el ds, axes, spears, and clubs. The Sanmurai have their
weapons sheat hed.



PI ERCE (V.Q)
Douni ne, Oneuni. Their differences
are apparent at first.

To the east of Dounine is Oneum . The Ninjas hang from
trees and hi de behind bushes. They face the west.

These Ninja are wapped in cloth. Thin netal plating worn
on the outside of the cloth rests over their chests and
forearms. The Ninjas are Asian and carry netal needl|es,
Ninja stars, throw ng knives, and small katana bl ades.

PI ERCE (V. Q)
But they fight for the sane thing.

The border of Dounine and Oneum stretches vertically.

The outlines break their stances, they charge at each other.
The Sanurai run while they shout war cries. The N njas junp
and dash from spot to spot, they make SW SH and TSU sounds.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
The Love they | ost.

Each side attacks at close quarters. Bodies fall. WAILS,
SCREAMS, and CRI ES echo as the outlines show the afternmath
of a battlefield.

PI ERCE (V.Q)
Children of these clans hold on to
their pain forever.

The outlines change to children. They nourn their | ost
fam |y menbers.

On the right over Dounine a boy on his knees cries, his head
rests against a tonbstone.

To the left a girl grasps her father's cold hand while his
body is lowered into a grave.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Ready to pass it on.

The outlines of the boy and girl growinto a young nman and
young woman. They are arned and face each other.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Eventual Iy, war broke both nations.
Pride insisted on a third party.

North of Douni ne and Oneum lies Triceles. The boarder
bet ween Douni ne and Oneum fork where Tricel es begins.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Triceles, who stayed neutral as a
mer chant class country, wote the
treaty.



The bl ack outlines forminto nen of business and trade.
They hold coins, gens and wares. They face forward |ined up
side by side. The ones furthest left and furthest right
pass down weapons to Douni ne and Oneum .

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Suppl ying both clans w th weapons
enabled themto wite a treaty each
side coul d agree to.

Evershore enconpasses the three |ands. The black outlines
animate |l eaders fromall three groups as they argue.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Anyone who commits an act of war is
hung by the court houses of
Tricel es.

The tabl e dissipates into a nerchant | eader who stands in
t he upper mddle of the map. Hi s right hand points up.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Only two are legally allowed to
fight.

The bl ack outlines norph into pregnant wonen. They stand in
rows as they face the nmerchant | eader. There are two rows
of pregnant wonmen, one row aligned to the right and one
aligned on the left.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
One hapl ess unborn from each cl an.

Al'l but one woman from each side di sappears.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Woul d deci de the war.

The pregnant wonen and nerchant | eader disappear. The
outlines forminto a male Samurai who resenbl es CROW over
Dounine. A female Ninja who resenbles M kasa is over
Oneum .

Both outlines stare at each other. CRONgrips a sheat hed
sword behind his back. Mkasa's left hand tightens around
the throw ng knife strapped to her left |eg.

Pl ERCE (V. Q)
Two children forced to kill each
ot her, the War Borns.

They assault each other, there is a CLASH of netal.

EXT. CTY OF HAVEN- DAY

Pagoda bui |l di ngs reach six stories high casting shadows over
the city of Haven. These unkept buildings resenble classic

Asi an thenmed architecture. The nmassive pagodas are perfectly
square, about one-sixth of a mle on each side.



7.

Each level has its own roof that reaches out just enough to
shelter fromthe rain. The city is a nmetropolis for this
time period, but Haven is now abandoned. Nothing is in

si ght except buildings and ol d signs.

The city is held together by random objects. Certain
pillars have rope tied around it with chopsticks and pencils
shoved into broken parts. Pieces of netal have been added
to reinforce pillars

CROW and Tl GO expl ore the abandoned streets.

Crow, now twenty has devel oped a very defined jaw line. He
is well built and wears a tight fitted vest that exposes his
toned biceps. He has wooden sandals and this friendly smle
on his face. The large Caynore is sheathed on his back.

CROW
Thi nk we can find her here?

As Crow investigates the hallow buildings, Tigo, a talking
hanmster, pops out fromunder Crow s right sleeve.

Tigo has white and orange fur and appears to be an average
hanster. Tigo wears a netal device, the bul ky contraption
wraps around his wai st.

TI GO
An enpty city like this has plenty
of hiding spots.

CROW
| can't believe anyone ever
abandoned it.

Crow squats, he plays with a chopstick that has been shoved
into a wooden pillar.

CROW
They used strange buil di ng nmet hods.

TI GO
Don't ness with that!

Tigo rel axes when Crow | ets go of the chopstick.
TI GO

You woul dn't want the whol e
building to fall.

CROW

A chopstick, Tigo.
TI GO

It could be bearing weight!
CROW

Chopsticks don't bear weight.



Crow stands. He gazes high at the massive buil dings.

CROW
| magi ne living here.

TI GO
We used to share it with the Ninja
before the war. Haven was the
capital of Evershore.

The two stroll through the enpty streets of Haven.

TI GO
But when the war started, the
peopl e of Haven turned agai nst each
other. No one coul d deci de who
shoul d control the city. It was
abandoned.

CROW
They al nost destroyed the city
fighting for it.

Crow KNOCKS on a pillar. He enphasizes the random obj ects.

TI GO
Wasn't fromthe fighting. A couple
of weeks before the war started, a
| ar ge earthquake struck the city.
Ni nja and Sanurai came together
doi ng what ever they could to keep
t he buildings fromfalling.

CROW
Li ke using chopsticks?

TI GO
Chopsticks and all.

Tigo whirls his head. He spots sonething shining around the
cor ner.

TI GO
Hey, st op.

Crow halts, then glances at Ti go.

CROW
VWhat ?

TI GO
Over there, 'round the bend.

Crow focuses. He spots a nmetal string tied above the
gr ound.



CROW
Trip wire. Qur lead was right.
Tigo, run around on foot. |I'm

going to get sone high ground.

Crow points to an adjacent building. Tigo and Crow nod,
then split up

CUT TO
INT. CGTY OF HAVEN- DAY

MYSTERI QUS WOVAN S face is barely visible, hidden in the
shadow of a building. She wears a cloth mask that covers
her mouth and cheeks. She peers out of a window Her black
hair is braided back

MYSTERI OQUS WOVAN
There you are.

EXT. G TY OF HAVEN- DAY

Crow is high up on a |large pagoda. He scans the city from
the fifth story balcony. The pagoda is six stories tall and
seens to be the center of the deserted city.

The air is unbelievably clear. Wite clouds roll through
the sky. The wind blows gently at his height.

Crow scouts the streets of Haven

CROW
Where are you hidi ng?

Crow squints at the distance; an ocean conmes into view.

CROW
The ocean?

Thi s ocean boasts crystal blue water, |ight waves brush
agai nst the sand. Sea gulls soar through the air. The sand
has an inviting warnth to it.

Crow holds out his arnms to the paradise. He nmakes a
rectangle with his hands that he peers through.

Through Crow s | ooki ng gl ass he inmagi nes hinself |ounging in
the sand. He digs his feet into the warnmth. A RUSTLE
sounds in the sand. The Crow on the beach stares at a
wonman.

The woman is |ight skinned and has dark chestnut eyes. Her
hair flows fromunder a sun hat. She is Crow s age. Her
baby bl ue sun hat spans past her shoul ders.

She gives a faint smle, but her eyes gaze at Crow.

TI GO
Cr o Crow



10.

Crow s imagination is cut. He grabs the railing, then |eans
over.

TI GO
Over here! Hurry!

Tigo runs on the roof of a snaller pagoda. The pagoda is to
the left of Ctow Crow has to run around the corner of the
pagoda to face Ti go.

TI GO
Look out!

d ass breaks on the street level. Crow spots three Ninja
stars, they head up to him

As the stars glide they twst and turn; its inpossible to
track where they will land. Crow quickly runs to his left,
toward Ti go.

The Ninja stars crash into the pagoda' s walls.

Anot her volley of Nnja stars tries to cut off Ctow. Crow
junps fromhis sprint. He slides feet first.

The Ninja stars |and above his head. One star shatters a
wi ndow at the corner of the pagoda, gl ass showers the
bal cony.

Crow s slide ends at the corner; he junps up to run al ong
the balcony. He trips slightly, alnost |oses his bal ance.
Tigo runs along the smaller pagoda at Crow s pace. Crow

eyebal | s Ti go.

CROW
Get over here!

Tigo | ooks at the nmetal contraption that waps around his
st omach.

TI GO
You're too far, |I'll crash!

CROW
"1l catch you

TI GO
You can't even catch ne when we
practi ce!

CROW
|"'min the heat of battle. My
senses are hei ght ened!

Tigo reluctantly stops. He ainms his body at Ctow. Crow
smles. He holds his hand out high, nmakes a catching
gesture. Tigo groans, he slaps his chest.
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The netal contraption SPRINGS out violently. Tigo | aunches
wi ldly through the air. The roof where the contraption
sprung of f SHATTERS. Tigo maintains his bal ance as he soars
to Crow

Crow lifts up his hand to catch Tigo. He is too slow. Tigo
crashes into the wooden wall in front of Crow, dust shoots
out .

Crow halts, his feet slide against the floor. Hs armis
still stretched out ready to catch Tigo. Crow smles
dunbl y.

CROW
You didn't say go or anything!

A nonent goes by as the dust clears. Tigo junps fromthe
dust cloud, lands on Crow s shoulder then fiercely bites his
ear | obe.

CROW
AHH Dammt Ti go!

Tigo lets go of his ear, he comcally w pes blood fromhis
mouth. Crow runs on, Tigo rides his shoul der

TI GO
Do you think that's funny?

CROW
It was the heat of battle.
Cat ching you is not ny main
concern!

TI GO
Then it's none of ny concern to
tell you about the trap!

Crow whi ps his head. He spots the trap that Tigo points to.
A bunch of netal wires hold up a giant log. The |og faces
t he pagoda's pillars.

TI GO
Anot her log is on the other side.
If they are set they will bring the
whol e buil di ng down!

CROW
Thi s one?

TI GO
Qovi ousl y!

CROW
Cone on!

The wires SNAP, they fl

ing wldly. Crow and Tigo watch the
giant log crash into a pil

| ar of the pagoda.
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The second trap goes off. Another |log crashes into the
adj acent pillar. The giant pagoda | eans toward the side of
t he broken pillars.

TI GO
It was nice know ng you!

Tigo junps onto the wooden railing. He slaps his chest.
The netal contraption springs out. The force breaks the
rails. Tigo makes no nomentum forward, he starts to fall
Crow grabs Ti go.

CROW
There are those hei ghtened senses!

The Pagoda's | ean scares Ti go.

Crow frantically searches for a way out. The pagoda falls
apart while it leans to the sea.

TI GO
Cr oW Crow Crow

CROW
(nmocki ng)
Tigo! Tigo! Tigo!

The pagoda's lean is at a forty-five-degree angle. Debris
shoots up fromthe bottom of the pagoda. Crow spots the roof
that Tigo junped from

CROW
Got it!

Tigo | ooks around. He tries to reveal Crow s plan. Crow
turns around. He runs with the downward | ean of the pagoda.

TI GO
Got what ?

Crow junps onto the railing. Hs body faces the snal
pagoda. Tigo's face enters panic.

TI GO
An excellent way to kill ourselves!
CROW
Feel free to suggest ideas.
TI GO
At this angle we won't land on the
r oof !
CROW

Sounds nore |ike a conpl aint.

The pagoda's destruction is immnent. It rapidly |eans past
forty-five degrees. It hangs diagonally in the air. Debris
falls and crash all around. Dust flies up fromthe bottom
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Visibility becomes harsh

As the pagoda rushes to the ground, Crow hangs on to the
railing. The pagoda |eans further. For an instant, Crowis
in perfect position to hurdle onto the other roof.

CROW
Now

Crow |l eaps fromthe rails which are so far bent they are
al nost perpendicular to the ground. Crow flies through the
dust and | ands on the adjacent roof.

He lands with a roll. As his roll finishes, he bounces up
to his feet. He sprints across the roof. Behind himthe
pagoda crashes into the ground. Debris shoots out.

Wthin the debris chopsticks and the other "makeshift"
material fling about. A cloud of dust energes fromthe
destruction. Crow and Tigo are engulfed in the cloud.

CUT TO
EXT. SUVANA BEACH - DAY

Mysterious wonan is at the top of a palmtree, held up by
wire that waps around the tree. She peers through this
smal | spyglass. Behind her is the sane beach that Crow saw.

Mysterious wonman peers through the spyglass. A giant dust
cloud covers her visibility as the spy glass pans. The
spygl ass focuses on the edge of the dust cloud. Crow
enmerges fromthe cloud covered in dust.

MYSTERI OQUS WOVAN
It's never that easy.

The Mysterious woman cuts the wire. She descends the tree
ni mbly.

CUT TO
EXT. BORDER FOREST- AFTER NOON

Crow and Tigo wash the dirt off in a small |ake. The forest
they are in is not thick, but instead resenbles a plain with
trees scattered about. Bright grass covers the rolling
hills.

CROW
You tried to ditch ne.

Ti go shakes his body to dry his wet fur. Wter sprays
about .

TI GO
Wth all the trouble we get in
shoul d have left a long tinme ago.
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Crow has that dumb snmile

CROW
You could have it worse.

Crow | aughs to hinsel f.

CROW
Beats being in a cage running
around on a wheel.

Tigo rolls his eyes. A branch breaks!

Tigo and Crow scans the forest, Crow grips his sheat hed
swor d.

CROW
No break?

TI GO
Take a break when she is dead.

An arrow flies frombehind a tree, it lands a few feet from
Crow. Crow watches the tree. Another arrow is shot off.
It lands a few yards on the opposite side of Crow

Crow eases his stance and lets go of his sword. Alittle
girl holds a bow, she is nine and dressed in a ragtag Ninja
outfit. She prepares another arrow

CROW
The War Born is a lot smaller than
| i magi ned.

Crow takes the small wooden rectangle from his pocket, he
holds it out to the GRL. The wooden panel reads "War
Born".

CROW
O course you have one of these.
It would be a war crime to kill me
if you didn't.

A RL

| don't care!

The Grl ains her bow, but a BOY cones from behind her and
pushes her bow down. He is thirteen. He wears farm ng
clothes that are covered in soil

BOY
Let's go.

G RL
We could win the war!

BOY
Not if we break the treaty.
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A RL
How woul d anyone know

BOY
Triceles is always wat ching.
Erica, I"'mnot going to say it
agai n.

ERI CA
Make ne!

ERI CA rai ses her bow.

Crow approaches them The two face Crow. Crow towers over
them The Boy shields his sister; he holds out his fists.
Crow | eans over to pat the Boy's shoul der.

Crow sm |l es kindly.

CROW
I'"'mCrow. This is Tigo.

Ti go pops out from Crow s shoul der.

TI GO
Hel | o!

Tigo waves with a warmsm | e.

ERI CA
VWhat is that!

Tigo tilts his head.

BOY
It's just a spell.

ERI CA
Spel | ?

CROW
Froma witch. They used to be nore
common.

ERI CA
| wasn't talking to you!

The Boy is cautious, Erica has anger in her eyes. Crow
wal ks to Erica then | eans behind her. He falls to his knees
then lifts her bow.

CROW
Keep your bow aligned with your
body. As you aim hold your
br eat h.

Crow hel ps Erica steady the bow
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CROW
See the tree? Hold your breath,
aim

Eri ca does as Crow says, she releases the bow s string. The
arrow races through the air then PierceS the center of a
tree. Erica' s face lights up. She turns to Crowwth a
serious | ook.

ERI CA
Lets go.

The Boy and Erica wal k of f.

TI GO
Bye! Be safe!

Tigo waves his tiny arm
CUT TO
EXT. BORDER FOREST- SUN SETTI NG

The Mysterious wonman hi des behind a bush not far off from
Crow. She peers through the spy gl ass.

The Mysterious woman | owers her spy gl ass.

MYSTERI OQUS WOVAN
There goes ny chance.

CUT TO
| NT. SMALL FARM HOUSE- NI GHT

The dark house is lit by a dimcandle. M DAN and MN FE
stand across a snmall wooden table with the candle at the
center. Wax drips to the table.

Mysteri ous wonman stands across the table. Her mask is off,
but the low light cloaks her face.

MN FE
Eri ca coul d have been kil l ed!

MYSTERI OQUS WOVAN
| was watching the whole tine. He
wasn't going to hurt them

Erica | eans her ear against an ajar door that connects her
roomto the kitchen.

M DAN
Wiy didn't you try to stop him
He's the damm War Bor n!

MYSTERI OQUS WOVAN
If | had rushed in they could have
been killed in the crossfirel
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M dan sl ans his hands on the table. The candle knocks over,
the light in the roomchanges. Msterious woman's face
cones into light. Her face has a sharp confidence to it.
The candl e brightens her Iight conplexion.

M DAN
Damm it M KASA! Twenty years is
nore then enough tinme. He should
be dead! A man woul d have taken
care of this!

M kasa steps back, she hides herself in darkness.

M KASA
"1l bring his scal p tonorrow.

M kasa starts to give a bow, Erica bursts through the door.

ERI CA
Don't kill M. Crow

M DAN
What are you doi ng up

Erica turns to FATHER with her head down.
ERI CA

He is nice, and he has a cute

hanst er .
M dan st ands.
Erica puts the candle upright. She exits quietly, but
before she | eaves she turns to Mkasa. FErica s eyes plead
wi th M kasa

M DAN
You better finish things tonorrow

M kasa gives a nod. She turns, takes a few steps to the
door. Mkasa fights herself, but asks.

M KASA
Have you heard anythi ng?
M DAN
You know t he answer.
M KASA
Not hi ng?
M DAN

| have been doing everything |I can
to find TAO and your nother

M kasa exists silently.

CUT TO
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EXT. NOON PLAIN - MORNI NG

Crow wal ks through a lush plain, a fewlarge trees are
scattered about. Tigo rides on his shoulder. The grass
reaches past Crow s knees.

As Crow wal ks, off in the distance, a Ninja star shoots out
fromunder the grass. The star cuts the grass as it spins
wildly. Crow side steps to dodge, he unsheathes his sword in
t he process.

CROW
You ready!

Crow searches for Mkasa. Tigo |eans against Crow s neck,
Tigo concentrates on their surroundings. Wnd blows lightly
agai nst the tall grass.

Suddenly a large Ninja star, about a yard and a half w de,
flies towards Crow fromthe sane spot. The large star is

| aunched ankle high, it shortens the grass as it approaches
Crow.

Since the star levels the grass Crow can see the origin of
the star. A netal wire trap sits where the Ninja star
| aunched from

TI GO
Trip wire!

Crow junps into the air to fly over the star. Behind Crow,
M kasa enmerges fromthe tall grass.

M kasa has her two small katana out and is in a blue Ninja
outfit that covers her face.

She spins counterclockw se and strikes with the katana in
her right hand. Crow, still airborne fromhis junp, is
trapped.

In a | ast second effort, Crow stabs his |arge sword into the
ground. He pushes hinself up above the sword. He holds his
body in pl ace.

M kasa's first katana | ands high on the Caynore, CLING

Wil e M kasa continues her spin, she spots Crow s acrobatic
nove. She finishes her spin wth a second strike. Her
bl ade heads high toward Crow.

Crow turns his body in air to land onto the grass |evel ed by
the star. Away from M kasa. M kasa's katana cuts his
forearmas he lands, but it is only a graze.

M kasa di sappears into the grass. The wi nd nakes a bl ow ng
sound as it noves the grass in one direction. Crow searches
for M kasa.
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CROW
(To Tigo)
Lost her.

Tigo scans intensely. He spots grass that noves agai nst the
W nd.

TI GO
The grass is noving agai nst the
w nd!
Crow nods.
CROW
Ri ght!

Crow dashes to the spot. He swings his Caynore. The grass
is cut short. A wooden banboo stick with nultiple wres
tied around it is reveal ed.

The banboo stick noves back and forth. It nade the grass
nove agai nst the w nd.

CROW
Cr ap!

M kasa's head pops out a good di stance away from Crow. As
her head |ifts above the grass, the flap of her mask that
covers her face rises. Miultiple needles are in her nouth.

She shoots the needles fromher nouth. M kasa imedi ately
ducks back into the grass. Crow | ooks over his shoulder. He
sees the needl es rush toward him

He blindly puts his O aynore behind his back. The needles
zoomtowards Crow, one of them heads straight to Crow s
undef ended neck.

Tigo spots this needle. He junps from Crow s back and
successful catches the needle in his nouth. The rest of the
needl es TI NG agai nst the Cl aynore, then spin off target.
Crow pivots to Mkasa's | ast |ocation.

CROW
Ni ce save! Look for her on foot,
okay?
Tigo nods his head with the needle still in his nmouth. He

scanpers off in the grass. Mkasa crawls stealthily.

M KASA
Dunmb rat.

Crow spins while he swings his Caynore around him His
Claynore cuts a circle of shortened grass.

CROW
Waiting on you Tigo!
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Crow stands guard in the center of the cleared grass. He
hol ds his sword close to his chest. Tigo runs through the
thick grass in his search for M kasa.

M kasa peeks up high enough to get a visual. She |eans back
down.

M KASA
Don't get confortable.

EXT. RAGNARCCKS YARD - DAY
The sl edge hammer crushes a stone.

Sweat beads of f Ragnarock's brow. He pants heavily as he
sets anot her stone on a boul der.

He stands tall like Pierce did. H's sharp brown eyes match
his chestnut hair. Pierce' S sledge hamer is in his hands.

He crushes the stone. He hustles to a |large pile of stones
to retrieve anot her.

Cl ay appears behind the stones. Cay |ooks identical to
Crow, when they stand side by side, it is hard to tell them
apart.

CLAY
You' ve been out here all day.

RAGNAROCK
Hey C ay.

Ragnar ock picks a stone fromthe pile.

CLAY
Come have |lunch with us.
RAGNAROCK
['lIl eat |ater.
CLAY
(nmocki ng)

Are you getting paid per stone?

RAGNARCCK
Crow needs a chal |l enge.

Ragnar ock marches to the boul der

CLAY
He i s capable.
RAGNAROCK
No.
CLAY

He took you down.
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Ragnar ock gri ns.

RAGNAROCK
| let him He hesitated.
CLAY
How?
RAGNAROCK
Wen | fell, he stopped. He is
soft.

Ragnar ock pl aces the stone on the boul der.

CLAY
Too soft to fight?

RAGNARCCK
He can't kill.

Ragnarock shatters the stone.
EXT. NOONS PLAIN - DAY

Crow pans his surroundings. Mkasa darts up a tree not far
fromCrow. Crow spots her in the act.

A barrage of Ninja stars fire fromthe tree. They curve and
twi st through the air. Crow dodges with a swft dunk

TI GO
In the tree

CROW
Al ready on it!

Crow continues to dodge Mkasa's stars and knives. He noves
side to side while he blocks the stars and knives that he
can't dodge.

TI GO
You can't keep that up forever!

Crow rushes to the tree.

TI GO
Don't be carel ess!

Crow proceeds. More Ninja stars jet toward him Crow barely
steps out their way. Sonme of themcut his clothes as they
pass. He closes in on the tree.

CROW
You can't win without guts, Tigo!

Crow dashes with mad speed as he avoids Ninja stars.

M KASA
Show ne.
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M kasa throws her Ninja stars at a nore furious rate.

Crow continues his assault. He dodges the stars. Tigo
spots one star that will hit Crow

TI GO
Get back!

Crow s eyes are intense.

CROW
| got her!

A Ninja star gashes Crow s shoulder. Crow yells out in
agony. Crow noves faster to the tree. He ignores the pain.
M kasa's head jolts back.

M KASA
VWhat ? How

Crow reaches the tree.

CROW
AAAAAHHHHH!

Crow swings his Caynore. |In one swoop he cuts through the
tree. M kasa stunbles back fromthe branch she stands on.
Crow has a sharp stare fixated on her.

Crow runs up the tree as it falls. H's wooden sandal s nmake
| oud CLACK CLACK CLACK CLACK CLACK sounds as he bolts to
M kasa. M kasa's eyes open w de.

M KASA V. 0.
(Her thoughts)
This is it!

M kasa | eaps back fromthe tree in an effort to widen the
di stance between them but Crowis already too close. He
junps fromthe trunk in her direction. Crow forces the
trunk to SLAMto the ground.

Wth both of themin mdair, Crow swings his Caynore in a
wi | d uppercut notion, but hesitates before his blade |ands.
H s sword slices the side of her face. It cuts her mask off.

M kasa | ands, then | eaps back to flee fromCrow. Crow nakes
no attenpt to pursue her. Instead, he gazes up at her.

Crow s face is soft. M kasa resenbles the wonan on the
beach from Crow s i magi nati on.

M kasa's eyes are large and her skin is fair. She is small
in stature, but in no way fragile.

Crow i magi nes the beach behind her. Crow s vision swftly
fades back into reality when M kasa | ands far from Crow.
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CROW
Can't be.

M kasa studies Crow. She grips her katana.

M KASA
VWhat was t hat!

Crow i s dazed, she glares back at him

CROW
| m ssed.

M KASA
| won't.

M kasa reaches for a Ninja star, the pouch strapped to her
upper leg is enpty.

Crow exanm nes her for a nonent. He is in disbelief.

CROW
Then?

M kasa squi nches her eyebrows. She regains her
assertiveness.

M KASA
Don't just stand there!

CROW
Do it. End t he war.

M KASA
Way aren't you fighting back!

Crow pauses.

CROW
It will be the first kill in eight
years.

M KASA
VWhat are you getting at?

CROW

Ei ght years of peace because of the
treaty. Do you want to end that?

M KASA
The treaty is a gane! As soon as |
win, the war will be over. The

Samurai will have to obey the | aws
set by Oneum!

CROW
Sounds likely. 1 die and the
Sanmurai just roll over.
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M kasa ponders.

M KASA
The Ninja would never |isten.
CROW
My poi nt.
Crow grins, he puts his hand on his head.
CROW
We coul d never kill each other.

Crow chuckl es, but Mkasa is unanused. Tigo junps fromthe
grass onto Crow.

CROW
Crow, this is Tigo.
M KASA
M kasa.
Crow wal ks away.
M KASA
Where are you goi ng!
CROW

Thi nk about it M kasa, do you want
to start a war or end it?

M KASA
| can't trust you.

M kasa's words surprise Crow.

CROW
['Il be back in a week.

M KASA
Don't run fromme coward!

M kasa dashes a few feet forward. Crow turns swiftly, he
rai ses his sword.

CROW
| don't trust you either.

M kasa pauses, she stares Crow up and down.

M KASA
You don't scare ne.

Crow | owers his sword. M kasa puts her katana down. Crow
begins to wal k away.
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M KASA
One week is nore than enough tine
to have this whol e place booby

trapped.
CROW
Knock yourself out.
M KASA
Going to let ne have the advantage?
CROW
You al ways have traps.
M KASA
Cowar d.
Crow i gnores M kasa.
M KASA

One week.
M kasa mai ntains a dom nating gl are.
CUT TO
| NT. PALACE OF TRI CELES- DAY

GARRI SON rests on his lavish throne, he has this idle
expression. His palace resenbles a Roman pal ace, beauti ful
art work with marble architecture.

Garrison rests his el bow against the throne. His face | eans
agai nst his fist.

Garrison is a large forty year-old man with an inpressive
amount of dark scruff that covers his jaw line. Garrison
wears fancy light leather arnor, with fine pants.

Advi sors and towns peopl e bicker back and forth. They argue
about a recession. Towns people SHOUT that eight years is
too long for the econony to be crippled.

PATTON appears behind the throne. His clothes are trinmed in
gold. He is a skinny man, fragile even. Sixty four years
old, he still has a Boyish |ook to him

Patton whispers into Garrison's ear. @arrison is
imedi ately interested. He rearranges hinmself in the chair
to lean in closer.

GARRI SON
Still? Get the carriage ready.

PATTON
You can't possibly go yourself King
Garrison.
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GARRI SON
You can't possibly be giving nme an
or der.
PATTON
There is a need for you in the
pal ace.
GARRI SON

Tedi ous. Real entertainnent is
about to start.

PATTON
"1l take your place.

GARRI SON
Pl aying king for a week? No, you
woul d enjoy it too nuch. Those
days have | ong passed Patton.

Garrison grins to hinself.

GARRI SON
| want you to take the Grl in your
carriage. W |eave tonorrow.

PATTON
It wouldn't be proper to start a
show wi t hout you.

Garri son chuckl es.

GARRI SON
It wouldn't be a show.

Garrison playfully smacks Patton's cheek.

GARRI SON
Prepare clothes, food and the Grl.

Garrison doesn't |ook at Patton. Patton gives a bow.

PATTON
Yes, ny |ord.

Patton exists quickly.
GARRI SON
Let's see if she was worth the
troubl e.
CUT TO
EXT. CROWN S VI LLAGE- DAY
Crow wal ks in a forest full of bushes and small plants. The

trees have massive trunks, their branches stretch to the
sky.
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There is plenty of wal king room between the trees, their
| arge roots surface the ground. Dirt and pine needl es cover
the fl oor.

Crow has white gauze w apped around his shoulder. He
approaches a hunble village, much |like a small canpsite.
Tents nmade fromleather are scattered about. Fire pits
bl aze as neat skewers.

Children dressed in worn | eather run anok. Few wear ani nal
hats. The wonmen and nmen work together to prepare food.
Sonme skin animals. Everyone in the village has a sm|e.

A child sees Crow approach the village. The child glows with
excitement. He sprints to Ctow. OQher children follow

CHI LDREN
Crow i s back!

The chil dren bonbard Crow

BOY 1
Did you do it yet!

BOY 2
s the Ninja dead?

GRL 1
Were you scared?

BOY 1
Crow i s never scared!

Ragnar ock watches with a sour expression.

GRL 2
You're hurt!

The children admre Crow s shoul der. They collectively |et
out a GASP as they lean closer. Crow wal ks forward into the
village as the children pester him Crow gives themhis
attention.

CROW
It's not hing!

Ragnarock enters the group
RAGNARCCK
Hey! Crow needs his rest. Go on!
He isn't here for |eisure.
The children "AWWH' together, then scatter.

CROW
"1l fill you in |ater!

Ragnarock closes in on Crow
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RAGNAROCK
What happened?

CROW
Back to visit. [It's been a couple
nont hs.

RAGNAROCK
You haven't found her? Wat about
the lead | got?

CROW
| found her. In a couple days we
end it.

They march through the village.

RAGNAROCK
Wiy drag it out? You should be
followi ng her nowt Kill her in her

sl eep.

Crow tries to reply but is cut off by Ragnarock's rant.

RAGNROCK
Finish it already!
CROW
... A coupl e days, Ragnarock
Pat i ence.
RAGNROCK
It's been eight years since...
CROW

...Wiat's a few days then?
Ragnar ock bl ows hot air fromhis nose.

RAGNROCK
You' re scar ed.

Crow turns violently to Ragnarock

CROW
Say it again.

They stare each other in the eyes. A slight wind rolls by.
SUSAN wal ks to the two with a plate of neat in her hands.

Susan has |ong bl ondi sh-red hair. She is a youthful
twenty-ei ght year-old. She is petite next to the |arge nen.

SUSAN
Crow You are back! Eat sone
before it's gone.

Crow and Ragnarock greet Susan.
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CROW
Susan!

Susan hands the plate to Ragnarock. He picks at the neat.
Susan enbraces Crow warnly.

SUSAN
Ragnar ock, could you pass this out?
We have food inside.

RAGNAROCK
No probl em

SUSAN
Thank you!

Susan turns to the tent behind her. A fire blazes in front
of it.

SUSAN
Cl ay! Guess who!

Clay enmerges fromthe tent.

CLAY
Hey!

Clay has a wwde grin. He jogs to Cow. Cay hugs his
brother tightly.

CLAY
What are you doi ng back?

Clay notices Crow s injured shoul der.

CLAY
Playing with your sword?
CROW
This, is actually frombattle.
CLAY
(Sarcastically)
O course.
CLAY
Hop in the tent. 1'Il grab sone
W appi ngs.

Crow enters the tent. Crow peers out the tent at Cay and
Susan. Cay grabs her playfully. Susan | aughs. They share a
qui ck kiss, then walk to get supplies.

As they wal k side by side, their happiness flows fromthem
Crow wat ches with envy.

CUT TO
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EXT. NOONS PLAIN - DAY
M kasa paces through the tall grass.

M kasa picks up wire and Ninja stars. She bends down and
ties a star to a wire. The aftermath of the fight is
present. Gass is cut short. A tree lies on the ground.

The wi nd bl ows peacefully: it noves the grass gently.
M kasa SIGis. Her mask is off. She rel axes.

M KASA
Done, three days to spare.

M kasa wal ks to the broken trunk. She sits on the grass
wi th her back against the trunk. She takes the knife
strapped to her leg. She grabs a stone, then sharpens the
knife. A SHEE sound is nade.

EXT. CRON S WOODS - DAY

Crow sits on a snmall boulder, his feet press against pine
needl| es.

H's sword sits across his |ap, he sharpens the blade. SHEE
sounds as he | oses hinself in thought.

EXT. NOONS PLAIN - DAY

M kasa slides a paper from her inner chest pocket. She
rests it on the grass in between her lap, it is an old
letter.

A slight SHEE sound as M kasa runs the bl ade across the
stone. She reads aloud, to herself

M KASA
Dear M kasa, when you read this |
will only be an idea. Your
i magi nation wll paint ny inmge.

M kasa has an enpty stare. Her head wanders up fromthe
letter. She recites words that are not hers. The SHEE
sound of the blade rings faintly.

M KASA
Do not paint a sweet picture. |
am t he reason you are fighting.

CUT TO
EXT. MOUNTAI N TOP- NI GHT PAST
Ten Ninja elders stand around a canpfire. KATSUM waits,
she stands outside it's light. The elders murnur to each
other. One says "she is our best chance".

KATSUM V. 0.
We all knew they woul d choose ne.
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A light SHEE of the blade is heard.

Katsum steps forward, her face enters light. She is
twenty. A scar runs below her left eye, a thin knife cut

t hat curves down her cheek. Her belly is plunp, fat with a
chi | d.

KATSUM V. 0.
No Ninja or Sanurai measured up.
As a worman, they were infuriated.

Kat sum wal ks to MFATHER. Her strut has power.

KATSUM V. 0.
Sanmurai conspired | was a wtch
our own swear | was a fluke. It
didn't stop them from dependi ng on

ne.
M at her hovers his hand over Katsum's plunp belly.

KATSUM V. 0.
| was phenonmenon. A mracle their
pride deni ed.

M at her leans in to kiss her check. She wal ks past him
A light SHEE of the blade is heard.
| NT. WOCODEN HOUSE - NI GHT PAST

A small N nja house, wood covers the honme top to bottom
Ni nja women rush about. Katsum grits her teeth, sweat runs
across her skin.

KATSUM V. 0.
When | was chosen your fate was
sealed. M success titled you as
the Var Born Ninj a.

Katsum holds an infant. Mather grins at the child with
water in his eyes.

TAO stands on his toes. He is small for a eleven year old.
H s head is buzzed bald. Tao clenches a toy ship in his
hand, its mast passes between his fingers.

M dan, Tao's father, watches beside him

KATSUM V. 0.
The Ninja hated you, a Grl.

Ni njas | eave the house with their heads |low. One shouts "WE
ARE DAMNED'. Tao swings his fist at the N nja.

KATSUM V. 0.
Your cousin Tao and your father
believed in you. Mdan did his
best .
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M dan grabs Tao, then smacks his cheek.
EXT. FIREFLY FOREST N - LATE DAY PAST
OVER BLACK:

KATSUM V. 0.
| left after you clung to ne for
the first time. M skin folded
under your fragile fingers. Your
not her, Katsum UM . The denon of
t he east.

FADE | N:
A light SHEE of the blade is heard.

The sun is low. The trees stretch to the sky. The forest
feel s spacious, branches only spread out at the tops of the
tall trees.

CH LD MKASA is five. Her eyes are large. child M kasa
stands in front of M ather.

KATSUM V. 0.
Take care of your father. Love him
for ne.
Her hair stretches past her chest. |Its dark shade
conplinments her white face, |ike her nother's.
Tao watches with M dan. Tao, now sixteen, is still short

and bal d.

A Ninja ELDER eases hinself closer to YOUNG GARRISON. He is
the only other Ninja there. Young Garrison kneels to child
M kasa's | evel .

YOUNG GARRI SON
The War Born Ninja, M kasa.

Young Garrison grins.

YOUNG GARRI SON
My bets on you.

The Ninja elder stonps to Young Garrison

NI NJA ELDER
Don't mock us!

YOUNG GARRI SON
I * m nocki ng?

NI NJA ELDER
We are dooned with her! The
Sanmurai have a heal thy Boy and
we. . .
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TAO
...Sshut up!

The Ninja elder stornms off.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Do the Sanmurai act this way?

child Mkasa hides tears. Tao clenches his fist.

MFATHER
Wor se.

Young Garrison stops listening. He wal ks past M ather.
MFATHER
At least we still believe in
M kasa.
M at her gestures to M dan and Tao.

Young Garrison wal ks toward the north. A group of Sanur ai
wait in the distance.

The three watch Young Garrison march away.

M DAN
How dare you talk to an el der that
way!
TAO
| hate the Ninja! They're making
M KA cry!
M DAN
Tao!
TAO
| don't want to be a damm Ni nj a!
M DAN
W sh what you want, this is who you

are.
child Mkasa cries, her tears sink into the dirt.
The sun fades, darkness spreads.

TAO
Everyone is obsessed with war! |
won't be apart of it!

M DAN
This is a treaty.

TAO
Treaties don't force little Grls
to slaughter! You're all too
wrapped up in revenge to see it!
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M DAN
Tao! You know what the Sanur ai
did...

TAO

...to nmy nother! But whose not her
died first? What father dug a hole
six feet deep first?

child Mkasa runs into the forest unnoticed. A |ight SHEE
of the bl ade is heard.

M dan attenpts to cut Tao off fromhis rant.

M DAN
Tao.

TAO
VWi ch brother laid fl owers over
their sister first?

M DAN
Tao!

M dan grabs Tao by his shoulders, jolts him

TAO
Who did what first! A hundred
years and it's hard to renenber!

Tao's words affect Mather nore than he thought a Young Boy
could. Mdan grips Tao's shoul ders tight.

M DAN
Do not di srespect us!

M dan smacks Tao. Tao breaks away, he hurries fromhis
f at her.

M DAN
Where are you goi ng!

Tao forces words through his sobs.
TAO

"' m not com ng back, not until
can end this!

M DAN
See you at the house.

TAO
Don"t! | mean it!

M DAN

Where woul d you go?

TAO
The sea!
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M dan waves hi s hands outward.
M DAN
Go, no vessel will take you. Not
even a pirate's
Tao stonps his foot.

TAO
"1l do the taking!

Tao turns his back, he runs far.

M DAN
He'l | be back
MFATHER
M kasa is going to be a challenge

at that age.
M at her gl ances over his shoulder. He can't find M kasa.
A light SHEE of the blade is heard.

MFATHER
M kasa?

M DAN
Were' d she go?

M at her jogs between trees, he scans around their trunks.

M DAN
['I'l |1 ook over here.

MFATHER
What about Tao?

M DAN
Don't worry about him

EXT. CRON S WOODS - DAY

Crow continues to sharpen his blade. He gazes at nothing in
particul ar.

EXT. FIREFLY FOREST S - LATE DAY PAST
The sun's last light cuts through the nearby nountains.

child Cowclings to MCrow s hip. Only five, this bl onde
and blue eyed Boy is not ready for his fate.

Young Garrison stares at child Crow. Young Garrison bends
his knees, falls to his eye |evel.

child Crow tucks behind his nother's dress. Morow pushes
hi m f orwar d
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YOUNG GARRI SON
You are the War Born Samurai .

CH LD CROW
VWhat is that?

YOUNG GARRI SON
You're the only Sanurai who
matters. Born to end a war.

CH LD CROW
How?

YOUNG GARRI SON
You' |l figure it out.

A Crowd of Sanurai cheer on their hero.
A light SHEE of the blade is heard.
child Crow sprints to TEEN CLAY.

CH LD CROW
WAr Bor n!

TEEN CLAY
Training starts now

TEEN Pl ERCE and CHI LD RAGNARCCK wait behi nd TEEN O ay.

TEEN CLAY
Grab your sword.

child Crow nods, he runs to MCrow.

MCROW
| don't know where you left it.

child Crow peers into the forest. He sees his wooden sword.
It rests against a tree. He jogs to it.

child Crow scranbles through the dark forest. A light
appears, a firefly. <child Crow watches it curve through the
air. He follows it.

More |ights appear; each second another firefly gl ows.

child Crow beholds the Iight. The fireflies illum nate the
forest.

child Crow stares at this one firefly. It flies to a tree.
It lands on the dark figure beside a tree.

The figure twitches, fireflies hover above her.

The fireflies illumnate child Mkasa. She studies child
Crow, her eyes red, her cheeks danp.

child Crow gazes at her, nesnerized.
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MCROW
Cr oW

MCrow grabs child Crow s hand. child Crow points to child
M kasa.

CH LD CROW
VWho is that?

The fireflies dim Mrow scans the forest.

MCROW
VWher e?

CH LD CROW
There was an angel .

EXT. NOONS PLAIN - DAY
M kasa slices her hand.

M KASA
AHG

Bl ood runs. She sucks on the wound.

CUT TO
EXT. CROW S WOODS - DUSK
Clay interrupts Crow s neditation.

CLAY
Crow, it's late.

| NT. CLAY'S TENT - N GHT

Clay, Crow, Tigo, and Susan are inside the tent. Susan is
fast asleep to the side. Tigo sleeps beside her. H's hind
| egs kick occasionally. Cay and Crow rest near a dimfire.
The fire makes |ight CRACKING sounds. Tigo snores.

CROW
| had the chance.

CLAY
Wy did you stall? Second
t hought s?
Crow | ooks away.
CLAY
Not hi ng harder than killing
soneone.
CROW

How d you manage it?



CLAY
| was protecting you, Just like
you're protecting us.

CROW
You sure?
Clay tilts his head.
CROW
If | died, you would try to avenge
ne.
Cl ay nods.
CROW

There are Ninja who would do the
same thing if | killed the War
Born. The fighting won't stop.

CLAY
That's not your fault.

CROW
The treaty has kept us safe for
eight years. |If | end the
treaty...

CLAY
No one will be safe.

CROW
This cycle will repeat. No one
el se shoul d have to die.

CLAY
She wants you dead. You gave her a
week to prepare.

CROW
| know.

CLAY
She won't hesitate.

CROW
Cot it.

CLAY

You are awful |l y depressing.

The two chuckle. Crowreturns to a serious demeanor.

A tw g SNAPs outside. Crow reacts quickly. He snatches his

swor d.

CLAY
Just a tw g.

38.
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Crow sits back.

CLAY
This fighting has you on edge.

Crow Sl GHS.
CUT TO
EXT. OUTSIDE CLAY'S TENT - N GHT
Ragnarock | eans close to the tent. He eavesdrops on Crow s

and Clay's conversation. He is on Cay's side of the tent.
He can only hear C ay.

CUT TO
I NT. CLAY'S TENT - N GHT
CROW
| got attacked by other N nja.
Clay jolts.
CUT TO

EXT. QUTSI DE CLAY'S TENT - N GHT

Ragnarock gapes at the tent. The fire inside creates shadows

of Clay and Crow.
Ragnarock listens to C ay.

CLAY
O her Ninja attacked you?

Ragnar ock cl enches his teeth.

CUT TO
I NT. CLAY'S TENT - N GHT
CROW
Only children. By Border Forest,
hunting. Her heart was set on
killing ne.
CUT TO

EXT. OUTSIDE CLAY'S TENT - N GHT
CLAY
Border Forest? N nja are settling
t hat cl ose?

CUT TO
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I NT. CLAY'S TENT - N GHT

CROW
Ni ce kids though. Hard to see them
hat e you
Crow yawns.
CROW

|"mup too late. N ght, brother.

CLAY
Her e.

Clay takes off his raccoon hat, he holds it out to Crow.

CROW
Huh?
CLAY
Take it.
CROW
Your stupid hat? Keep it.
CLAY
It's good | uck.
CROW

| need sleep, not |uck.
Clay's eyebrows harden, his eyes demand.
CROW
"1l take it as a trophy for
W nning the war, then imediately
burn it.
The two | augh.
Clay smles, puts his hat back on.
CLAY
As long as I'mnot throwng it in
your casket.

CROW
Deal .

CUT TO
EXT. OUTSI DE CLAY'S TENT - NI GHT
Ragnarock is gone. Cay's voice sounds fromthe tent.

CLAY
Ni ght .

Clay puts out the fire. The forest sleeps.
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CUT TO
EXT. NOONS PLAIN - EARLY MORNI NG

Crow strides through tall, danp grass. Tigo rides his
shoul der as he scans the area with passion. A light fog
covers the plains.

TI GO
Ready?

CROW
| was born ready.

TI GO
Ckay tough guy!

Crow gl ances at Ti go.

CROW
Thi ngs m ght take an unexpected
turn, just go with it.

TI GO
Unexpect ed? No, they better not,
Cr ow

Crow st ares ahead.

M kasa's figure appears deep in the fog. She stands on the
fallen tree trunk. Her katana sticks out fromthe trunk.

M KASA
Early. Eager to die?

CROW
The early bird catches the worm

M kasa smrks. She yanks her katana fromthe bark of the
tree. She raises it to her forehead, the katana runs
bet ween her eyes.

M KASA
You don't know the difference
bet ween a worm and a cobr a.

Crow sm rks back, inpressed. A large gust of wind rolls in.
M kasa's Ninja suit flaps wildly. Tigo hangs on to Crow s
vest .

The wind carries the fog away. Snoke rises fromthe nearhby
forest.

TI GO
Afire?

M kasa turns her head sharply. Crow squints in the
direction.
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M kasa investigates the snoke. She sniffs. Her eyes go
w de.

M KASA
Eri cal

M kasa junps fromthe |log. She dashes toward the forest.

CROW
Erica? That's...

TI GO
...The Grl with the bow

Crow runs after Mkasa. Mkasa pivots with a Ninja star in
hand.

Crow shoots his unarnmed hands up

CROW
Tr uce! "' mworried about her too.

She mai ntains eye contact as she runs.

CROW
"1l keep ny distance.

M KASA
That' s a good Boy.

Crow slows. Twenty yards stand between them M kasa | ooks
forward, Ninja star still in hand.

M KASA
Get close and | won't think tw ce.

The two sprint to the forest. They run fromthe clear sky
into the hellish fire and snoke.

CUT TO
EXT. BORDER VI LLAGE - DAY

Border Village sits in a cleared patch of forest. The trees
are wide and stand tall. The trees shade the forest fl oor
to a dimlight.

The trees on the imedi ate perineter of the village lean in
to the village center. They fight for sunlight. Wen the
sun is directly above the village, sunlight bathes the

vi | | age.

The wooden houses in the village are hunble. They match
traditional Japanese style. The village has four to five
houses, all spread w thin wal ki ng di stance.

Crow and M kasa burst into the village fromthe surrounding
forest. Crow keeps his distance.
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Weapons are trashed about. Two houses are abl aze. Lifeless
bodies lie in chaos, trails of blood trace their | ast
novenents. The fires provide the main source of bright
light.

M KASA
Cr oW

M kasa turns with hate. The villages destruction baffles
Crow. Mkasa grits her teeth.

Crow renenbers images fromPierce'S death. The fires that
roared that night. The pain in Ragnarock's eyes.

TI GO
VWhat is this?

CROW
A battl efi el d.

M kasa unsheat hes her | arge katana. She darts to the
village's center. Crow follows Mkasa into the village. He
spots a body on the ground in Sanurai attire.

CROW
THORTAN?

TI GO
Don't tell me.

M kasa squats over a bloody Ninja. She checks for vitals.
Anger takes hold of Crow. He rushes to the village center.

At the village center, Crow finds Ragnarock. Ragnarock
stands to the side of a house engulfed in flanes.

He holds Mdan's face up by the chin. He inspects the face
with distaste. Crow stares at Ragnarock. Bl ood covers
Ragnar ock' s hands.

CROW
Ragnar ock! \What are you doi ng?

Ragnarock pivots his head to Ctow. He drops the Ninja's
head di srespectfully. Ragnarock walks with a strut to Crow
Ragnar ock' s sl edge hammer drags through the grass behind

hi m

RAGNAROCK
| didit. | got them back.

Crow s face twitches with rage. M kasa hol ds out her
kat ana, ready to attack.

RAGNAROCK
| overheard your brother.

CROW
Ki ds! They were kids Ragnarock!
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Crow unsheathes his Claynore with one hand.

RAGNAROCK
They attacked you! What if their
parents ordered...

CROW
...You weren't therel

RAGNARCCK
If you die, war wll break out
agai n!

CROW

You ended ei ght years of peace!

RAGNAROCK
| amtrying to protect youl!

Crow swings his sword through the air. He leans his face
forward

CROW
You did this for yourself!

M kasa is taken aback. Ragnarock stares down at Crow as if
to lecture a child.

RAGNAROCK
Crow this is about you. You're not
strong enough to finish the war!

CROW
It's not your job to fight for the
Sanur ai !

RAGNAROCK

If it was this war would be over!
Everyone has waited too | ong!

CROW
Pierce would hate this! He had
honor! Attacking a village by
surpri se!

RAGNARCCK
Don't speak for him You haven't
| ost anyt hi ng!

M kasa bursts fromthe side. She sprints at Ragnarock. She
grasps her large katana in her right hand and a small katana
in her left. Tears run down her cheeks.

M KASA
You' re dead!

Ragnarock smrks at M kasa.
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RAGNARCOCK
AVWH, the War Born N nja.

Ragnarock has a sly ook in his eye.

RAGNAROCK
Crow, | know you can't kill her.
"Il do it.

CROW
Triceles wll see...

RAGNAROCK

.1 made sure they won't.

M kasa reaches Ragnarock. She sidesteps to the left, then
thrusts her right katana at Ragnarock

Ragnarock, who still has the head of his hamrer on the
ground while the tip of its handle is in his right hand,
leans swiftly to his left while he extends his hamer's hilt
out to the right.

M kasa's katana goes through the space between Ragnarock and
the hilt of his hamer.

M kasa is in disbelief.

M KASA
Fast!

Ragnarock smles at this comment. He swiftly pulls the hilt
of his hammer to him At the sane tinme he noves his left
hand to the hilt.

M kasa's forearmis between the hilt and his left arm
Ragnar ock smashes the hilt and his arm agai nst M kasa's
forearm He traps her there.

M kasa's face turns to agony.

M KASA
ARGHH

M kasa's fingers open. Her katana drops to the ground. She
swi ngs her other katana at Ragnarock, but Ragnarock stonps
his right foot against Mkasa's |left |eg, inches above her
knee.

A | oud THOWP sound echoes, Mkasa's notion halts as her
| eft hand wi nds back. Her body arches forward to conpensate
for her leg being forced back.

Ragnarock lets go of the hilt of the hammer, then catches it
with his left hand. H's right pal mopens as he sweeps his
arm down then up in an uppercut notion. He grabs Mkasa's
bent over neck wth a | oud SMACK sound.
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M kasa drops her sword after the inpact. Ragnarock lifts
M kasa by the neck. Her feet kick in the air. Her hands
try to pry Ragnarock's hand from her neck

Ragnarock wastes no tine. He crushes his left forearminto
M kasa's stomach. A SQUASH and CRACK sound ring out

si mul t aneousl y, Ragnarock drives his forearm deeper into her
st omach.

Ragnarock | ets go of her neck, then swings his left armup
and over his shoulder. Mkasa flies through the air from
the force of his arm Ragnarock brings his armto an

out stretched position.

M kasa's body bows over his massive forearm then slans to
the ground. As M kasa | ands on her back her body bounces
back up for a nonent. She SHOUTS in pain. She coughs and a
smal | amount of blood flies into the air.

Ragnar ock snatches his sledge hammer with his right hand,
its hilt faces up. He lifts it quickly then slans the head
of the hammer onto a katana. The katana SNAPS like a tw g.

He paces to Mkasa. She tries to stand but falls. The head
of the hammer drags through the grass.

He Iifts the massive hamrer up with his right hand. He
arches it over his body to bring it down on M kasa. She
struggles to nove. The hammer plunges to M kasa.

A loud TING sound rings. Crow stands above Mkasa. His
sword pushes agai nst the head of the hamrer and it's wooden
shaft. Crow uses his free hand to push the flat part of his
bl ade into the hamer.

Crow struggles to force the hammer back. M kasa | ooks up
bew | dered. Ragnarock's head snaps back in surprise.

CROW
Don't you dare!

M kasa is in shock. Crow immedi ately follows with a kick to
Ragnar ock' s stomach, but Ragnarock junps back to avoid the
ki ck.

RAGNAROCK
Turned on your own?

Ragnarock' s |ips quiver

RAGNAROCK
For the bl oody one you're supposed
to kill?

CROW

| decide who | amto kill

RAGNAROCK
| should have been the War Born.
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Ragnar ock rai ses his hamer.

RAGNARCCK
You don't deserve it. I'Il rip the
title fromyou

Ragnarock is about to rush Crow. But Crow rushes first.

TI GO
Wait, Crow Think!

Tigo doesn't finish his sentence because Crow thrashes his
shoul der back. Tigo falls from his shoul der

CROW
You want mny title!

Crow unl eashes a wild swing at Ragnarock. Ragnarock hops
back to avoid it. He lifts his hamrer to his chest to
defend hinself from Crow s onsl aught.

CROW
Take it!

Crow nmakes haste, He closes in and delivers an upward slice
with his sword. Ragnarock is barely able to turn his
hammer, he bl ocks the strike. Crowisn't phased. He w nds
back his sword to thrust it at Ragnarock's chest.

Ragnarock is stunned for a nonent. He retreats from Crow s
thrust. The thrust barely Pierces Ragnarock's vest before
he is able to clear enough room The sword |eaves a slit on
hi s chest.

Ragnar ock' s cocky deneanor is gone. He studies Crow with
caution.

CROW
Weak! 1'Il show you | can kill

RAGNARCCK
Stop bl uffing!

Crow assaul ts Ragnarock. Ragnarock is preenptive and sw ngs
his massive hanmmer down at Crow. Crow spins to his side.
Ragnar ock' s hamrer crashes inches away from Crow s feet.

Crow swings his sword high at Ragnarock's neck. Ragnarock
ducks to avoid the high swing, but Crow spins with the
nmotion of his sword to rotate again.

As the spin finishes, Crow delivers a brutal kick to
Ragnar ock' s face.

Ragnarock flies into the air as Crow s foot |ands. Ragnarock
hits the ground then rolls back to his feet. He kept his
hamer despite the blow. Blood pours from Ragnarock's nose.
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CROW
Revenge has made you sick

Crow cl oses the di stance on Ragnarock, Crow | eaps at
Ragnarock. Ragnarock flees to the side, but for once is too
slow. Crow sw ngs, blood sprays.

Crow s sword makes a | oud slash sound as it gashes

Ragnar ock' s upper biceps. Ragnarock's eyes shut. M kasa
wat ches with her head turned, still on the ground. She is
f | abber gast ed.

RAGNAROCK
ARGHH

Ragnarock puts pressure on his gash. Crow lands fromhis
| eap. Crow faces Ragnarock. Crowis calm Blood pours
down Ragnarock's arm it curves around his defined biceps
and forearm

RAGNAROCK
You' re dead, Crow

Ragnar ock panics at the sight of his wound.

RAGNAROCK
Lucky shot!

Ragnarock lifts his hamrer, but after a short struggle to
hold it, he drops it. Crow stands tall.

CROW
It's over Ragnarock

Crow takes a deep breath.

CROW
"' mtaking you to the court house.
| f they deal with you, hopefully,
the violence will stop here.

RAGNARCCK
Don't be stupid! That won't be
enough! The Ninja wll want nore!

CROW
Whose fault is that!

RAGNARQOCK
You can fix this! Just finish it!

Ragnarock | eans his head at Mkasa. Mkasa is on all fours.
Bl ood drips fromher |ip.

RAGNARCCK
It's easy. She's right there,
ready. This war wll be over. One
person has to die, then everyone
can live in peace.
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Crow exam nes Mkasa. Hi s sword still in hand.
RAGNAROCK
"1l go with you to the court
house. 1'Il do anything. Please,
finish her.

Crow paces to M kasa. M kasa stares, her hair covers parts
of her sharp eyes. She reaches to her leg, thin needles are
strapped to her thigh. Ragnarock has a vision of Pierce
bei ng stuck with those sane needl es.

RAGNARCCK
If you were on the ground, and she
stood above you, would she think
tw ce? The prom se you nade ne that
night, it's here.

M kasa forces her head up to Crow. Her heads tw tches, she
fights to stay conscious. She hears | aughs, her eyes fog.
She shuts her eyes.

EXT. M KASA' S PAST - DAY

A group of Young children enjoy a cliff's view Trees are

scattered about to the left and right, but none too high to
bl ock the view of the sky. Young M kasa has her hair tied

in a bun. She is seven. Her eyes are |arge.

The other children are the sanme age. Boy 3 points to the
sky.

BOY 3
No one will be able to beat ne! |
will be the strongest Ninja ever!

G RL 3
"' m gonna see the Grand Pal ace in
Tri cel es.

G RL 4
Me too! And have a castle on the
beach!

BOY 3
You can't have a castle on the
beach!

BOY 4

| want two castles on the beach!
The children exclai mback and forth. They demand each
other's attention. Young M kasa observes them as they go
back and forth.
Boy 3 turns to Young M kasa.

BOY 3
M kasa, what about you?
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Young M kasa bl ushes, she | ooks around nervously.

G RL 4
Tel | us!

Al'l of the children focus on Young M kasa. Young M kasa
stares at her feet. Wth a burst of courage she lifts her
head.

YOUNG M KASA
|'"mgoing to find nmy nother!

Al'l of the children are quiet.

BOY 4
Your nonf?

Some of the children begin to | augh.

GRL 3
Isn't she dead?

Young M kasa's face drops imedi ately. Her eyes water.

BOY 3
That's dunber than having a castle
on the beach!

The children | augh.

Young M kasa's head falls. She holds in her tears, then
| ooks up assertively.

YOUNG M KASA
My dad said she is lost! M nom
wll come back or I will find her
nmysel f!

The children go quiet. Sonme chuckle.

BOY 4
Have you tried using a shovel ?

The children laugh. Young M kasa squats. She can't hold
her tears anynore.

The children make harsh comrents. Sonme about M kasa's nom
ot hers about how sand couldn't hold the weight of a castle.
Their voices m x together and drown out. Young M kasa cries
to herself.

CUT TO
I NT. M KASA' S HOUSE - DAY PAST
Young M kasa squats while she cries, she is inside a small

wooden house. The house has |large wi ndows that let in
plenty of |ight.
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Young M kasa | eans on the wooden |l egs of a table. M ather
enters and sees his daughter. Mather has a warm
expr essi on.

MFATHER
Whats the matter, angel ?

Young M kasa tries to dry up her tears.

YOUNG M KASA
Not hi ng.

Young M kasa turns her head from Mather in an attenpt to
shut himout. Mather walks to her slowly, he holds her
tight.

MFATHER
Little angel, you can't keep
secrets from ne.

Young M kasa begs M at her.
YOUNG M KASA
| want nomto conme back so everyone
intraining wll know she is stil
alive.

M ather is taken back for a second.

MFATHER
Those ki ds have no idea. Your nom
is still out there, she was the

best Ninja in the entire clan, beat
out the nmen too. But she needs
time to come back

Young M kasa's face regains sone col or.

YOUNG M KASA
We can go rescue her

Mather smles, he lets go of Young M kasa. He pours water
into dry rice. A plant sits near the w ndow.

YOUNG M KASA
Daddy?

M at her responds while he works on the rice.

MFATHER
Yes, angel ?

YOUNG M KASA
What was your nomlike? Did she
| ove you?

M at her stops. The roomis quiet. Mather turns with a
cal mtone.
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MFATHER
My nmom wasn't always around either.

Young M kasa's eyes fall.

MFATHER
But .

Young M kasa's eyes |ift.

MFATHER
Love, no matter where it cones
from is the only thing you need to
be happy. Does daddy | ove you?

YOUNG M KASA
Very nmuch so!

MFATHER
That's right! That's all you need
angel .

Young M kasa sm | es, she ponders.

YOUNG M KASA
Daddy, what is |ove?

MFATHER
Love is made up of many parts.
It's a conplicated thing.

YOUNG M KASA
VWhat is one part?

MFATHER
What is one of the parts of |ove?

YOUNG M KASA
Yea.

M at her takes a nonent.

MFATHER
The first part of love is trust.

YOUNG M KASA
Trust ?

MFATHER
Yes, but not just trusting sonmeone
to keep a secret. It's nore than
that. 1t's |ike.

M at her searches the kitchen. He spots the small potted
pl ant near the w ndow.

MFATHER
Li ke this.
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M at her picks up the potted plant. He brings it to Young
M kasa. Young M kasa inspects the plant.

YOUNG M KASA
Li ke a plant?

M at her chuckl es.

MFATHER
This is ny favorite plant. It is
inmportant that it gets water and
sonme sun everyday. Take care of it
now.

YOUNG M KASA
You trust ne?

MFATHER
Smart Grl.

Young M kasa slowy takes the small potted plant from her
f at her.

MFATHER
Trusting someone with what is
inmportant to you, that is a part of
| ove.

Young M kasa gives her father a smle. The plant rests in
her hands.

YOUNG M KASA
Did nomtrust you wth anything?

M ather smles with | ove.

MFATHER
She trusted nme with you.

Young M kasa's eyes gaze at M at her.

MFATHER
Trusts me with this little angel!

M at her picks up Young M kasa. He spins her around as her
feet dangl e.

CUT TO
EXT. BORDER VI LLAGE - DAY

Fire ROARS. M kasa forces her eyes open. Crow still stands
above her, not a second passed.

CROW
You' re right.

RAGNAROCK
" m proud of you Crow.
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Crow lifts his sword, he glances back at Ragnarock

CROW
| was bl uffing.

M kasa smrks. Fury fills Ragnarock.

RAGNAROCK
| won't let you condemmn the
Sanur ai !

Ragnar ock snatches his hammer with his left arm Bl ood
pours fromthe open wound. Ragnarock |ets the bl ood cl oak
hi m

CROW
You' re finished! Accept it.
Sal vage your honor!

Ragnarock charges Crow. Crow glares confidently at
Ragnarock. Crow brings his sword back, he takes a stance.

RAGNARCCK
You haven't won yet, Crow

In md-run Ragnarock | aunches his hamrer at Crow. Crow s
face is thrown into shock, he barely gets his Claynore up in
time to bl ock the hanmer.

The force of the hamrer knocks Crow s sword from his hands.
Crow s sword crashes to the ground. Ragnarock slans his open
pal m agai nst Crow s neck. Ragnarock hits Crow hard,
Ragnarock wi nds his hand back swiftly.

Crow s head snaps back fromthe inpact. Crow CHOKES. He
forces his head forward. As Crow s head noves forward,
Ragnarock's fist collides with Crow s face.

Crow flies back, then rolls on the ground. Crow lays on his
side. He gasps for air. Ragnarock retrieves his hamrer.

Ragnarock strolls, he lets his hammer's head drag. M kasa
struggles to crawl to them still badly injured. Ragnarock
stands above Crow.

A house bl azes behi nd Ragnarock. Crow sees his dark
si | houette approach.

Ti go dashes up a nearby tree with a broken katana shard in
his mouth. Tigo slaps his chest halfway up the trunk

The boost machi ne makes a loud THUD as it springs agai nst
the tree. Tigo soars to Ragnarock as he positions the

br oken bl ade. Ragnarock veers his head to Ti go.

He nmutters.

RAGNARCCK
Filthy rodent.
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Ragnarock, with one fell swoop backhands Tigo fromthe air.
Tigo's linp body rolls to the center of the village.

Crow tries to yell out but is voiceless. Crow crawl s away,
like this injured animal in an attenpt to flee fromthe
hunter. Ragnarock stonps Crow s | ower back

RAGNAROCK
Sal vage sone honor, worm

Ragnarock lifts his hamer. Crow is hel pl ess.

CROW
(Wi sper)
Cl ay.

Ragnarock lets out a brutal war CRY then swi ngs his hanmmer
down. As the hammer falls, a CHEE sound is heard. The
hamer | ands above Crow s head.

Crow glares up to see Ragnarock in pain. An arrow sticks
out of his knee. CHEE! Another arrow Pierces Ragnarock's
knee, he HOALs violently.

Not far off, hidden within the forest, stands Erica. Erica
fires a third arrow at Ragnarock. It |ands above the |ast.
Ragnarock falls to his knees.

Ragnarock's eyes are wide open in despair. Crowis on his
hands and knees, he raises his head.

RAGNAROCK
I, I can't nove ny |egs.

CROW
Must be hard for you to lose to a
little girl.

Ragnarock sm | es.

RAGNARCCK
Better than losing to you.

Ragnarock falls to the ground. He passes out from bl ood
| oss.

Crow pi cks hinmself up, he waves to Erica. Erica gives a nod
back. Her brother and nother appear behind her.

Crow struggles to stand. He stunbles to Tigo. He kneels to
shake Ti go.

CROW
Tigo! Tigo can you hear ne?

Tigo's lifeless body wags back and forth.

CROW
Tigo! Conme on Ti go!
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Crow s face drops. There is a short pause. Nothing can be
heard other then the nearby fires.

Tigo pops up to his feet in a chipper notion. Crow s face
shows instant relief.

TI GO
That's what you get for knocking ne
down!

CROW

You think faking dead is good pay
back for a little shoul der bunp!

TI GO
How many tinmes do | save you
That's how you repay ne?

CROW
You have never saved ne.

TI GO
You never catch ne!

CROW
You' re not inportant.

TI GO
| nust be!

Tigo grabs a bl ade of grass. He shakes it back and forth.

TI GO
(nmocki ng)
Tigo! No don't die!

CROW
Some of ny acting.

Crow COUGHs in pain. Hi's body |eans forward. Tigo exam nes
himin disbelief.

TI GO
Your acting is terrible.

Crow falls to his hands and knees.

ERI CA
Moml Why! Not M. Crow

Behind Ctowis MMfe. She holds a needle that sticks from
Crow s side.

MN FE
Look at our village! They killed
your father!

ERI CA
Crow didn't!
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MN FE
He is one of them

ERI CA
He's different!

MN FE
He is the War Born! M kasa can say
she killed him The war will be
over!

ERI CA
No nom that's a lie!

MM fe bursts into tears. She picks up Erica who scranbl es
to break free. Mmfe hurries away, Erica calls over her
nmom s shoul der.

ERI CA
I"'msorry MR Crow | know you're
different! MR Crow |'msorry!

(I'n tears)
Hurry up TADE

The Boy, TADE, studies Crow for a nonent then hurries to
MM fe. They exit into the forest.

Tigo runs around Crow to inspect the wound. The needle is
covered in white sap.

TI GO
Crow They're poi soned!

CROW
Feels like it.

TI GO
Cr o

M kasa runs to them She slides down, then sits crisscross
next to Crow. She fetches a pouch fromher hip, her fingers
rummage through it.

TI GO
What are you doi ng?

M kasa doesn't | ook at Tigo. She pours out a few dried

| eaves fromthe pouch. She mashes themup in her hand. She
removes the needl e, then shoves the crushed | eaves into
Crow s wound.

CROW
ARGGHH

TI GO
VWhat is that?



M kasa focuses on the wound.

M KASA
An anti dot e.

M kasa rubs the | eaves around the wound. She presses
forcefully. Crow WAILs.

TI GO
Way are you hel pi ng?

M kasa gives Tigo a sharp | ook.

M KASA
Wul d you rather ne not?

TI GO

No! It's great but you're supposed
to kill him

M KASA
Don't tell nme what | am supposed to
do.
M kasa returns to the wound. Crow CRI ES out.

M KASA
Baby!

M kasa presses agai nst the wound. She faces Ti go.

M KASA
He saved ne.

M kasa tends to the wound, then pauses.

M KASA
| owe him

M kasa i nspects the wound.

M KASA
Then, back to killing him

Tigo wants to protest, but can't find the words.

M KASA
Al'l done.

M kasa begins to stand up, but Crow falls onto her |ap.

M kasa i s stunned.

CROW
VWhat is this?

M kasa peers down at himas his head is in her |ap.

58.
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M KASA
It's a side effect of the anti dote.
And you have | ost bl ood.

Crow has an intoxicated smle.
CROW
Real Il y! Is Tigo bothering you? He
bot hers nme constantly.

M kasa | aughs slightly. She hides it.

CROW
You know.

M KASA
VWhat ?

CROW

You rem nd ne.
Ti go gazes at Crow with his nmouth ajar

CROW
You |l ook just like it.

to keep consci ous.

Crow s words fade in and out. He f
i he village with warm

The noon sun shines strongly, it fi
l'ight.
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CROW
M kasa.

The sun gives M kasa a heavenly gl ow.

M KASA
Yes?

CROW
An angel .

M kasa's nouth hangs. Crow passes out. Crow |ays
notionless in Mkasa's |ap. The warnth engulfs them

CUT TO
EXT. WALL OF TRI CELES - DAY

A stone wall separates an open field fromthe Crowded city.
A line of over thirty carriages wait to exit the city.
Peopl e yell and holler at the line. The carriages are at a
dead stop

A KNI GHT argues with a SAMJRAI outside the gate. Carriages
wait for the Knight's perm ssion to exit.

KNI GHT
Sanmurai and Ninja are prohibited by
the treaty.
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SAMURAI
Pl ease, there is no village nearby,
| need food.

Garrison |l eans his head out of his carriage. Patton's
carriage is behind Garrison's. It is jet black and has
three horses tied to it. Garrison WH STLES.

DEADLY WOVAN steps out from Patton's carriage. She wears
| oose fabric, a tan hood covers her face.

Patton | ooks out the carriage.

GARRI SON
Stay there Patton.

Garrison hops out of the carriage. He strolls confidently to
t he Kni ght and Sanurai .

KNI GHT
Maybe | can get you sone bread.

SAMURAI
Thank you! Bl ess you!

Garrison is close. The Knight notices his presence. The
Kni ght i medi atel y bows.

KNI GHT
LORD Garrison! How may | assi st
you?

Wil e the Knight bows, Garrison nmakes a signal with his
hand. Deadly Wman snatches the Knight's sword fromhis
sheath. She slides it into the Knight's stonmach.

GARRI SON
Stop wasting ny tine.

Deadl y Woman renoves the blade fromthe Knight's |inp body.
Garrison glides to the Sanurai. The Sanurai quivers, he
wat ches bl ood drip off the sword.

GARRI SON
This is, over your head. In
Triceles we work as a busi ness.
Ever hear that tinme is noney?

Sanurai stares at the sword. G@Garrison's presence petrifies
t he Sanurai .

GARRI SON
Time is noney, have you heard of
t hat !

Samur ai nods spastically.

GARRI SON
You' re wasting ny tine.
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Garrison waits for Samurai to respond. Not hing.

GARRI SON
So you're wasting ny noney. Wat
does a busi ness need to survive?

Knight's leg twitches behind Garrison. Sanurai is in shock.

GARRI SON
| can't do this.

Garri son eases in.

GARRI SON
Hungry?

The Sanurai nods cautiously.

GARRI SON
St eel goes down snoot h.

Garrison signals again, Deadly Wnan slides the sword into
the Sanurai's stomach. Blood spurts out, sonme of it |ands
on Garrison's hand. Sanurai falls to his knees. Garrison
crouches to Sanurai's level, pats himon the shoul der.

GARRI SON
Don't be afraid to ask for seconds.

Garrison stands. Sanurai falls back, the sword sticks from
his stomach. Two new Knights enter fromthe wall. They bow
to Garrison.

Garrison wal ks to one. Knight 2 wears a | ongsl eeved cloth
shirt with netal padding. Garrison w pes his bl oody hand
of f on the sleeve.

GARRI SON
| trust you will performin a
timely manner.

KNI GHT 2
Yes, Lord!

Garrison wal ks past Knight 2 to his carriage. Knight 2
qui ckly proceeds to let the carts through w thout
inspection. Garrison calmy enters his closed carri age.

Garrison grabs a bow of bread fromthe center of the cart.
He | eans out to Deadly Wwman. She wal ks to Patton's
carri age.

GARRI SON
Do you want any of this?

DEADLY WOVAN
No.
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GARRI SON
l'msick of it too.

Garrison blindly tosses the basket fromthe carri age.
CUT TO

EXT. NOONS PLAIN - DAY

Crow stands next to a | arge wooden wagon. Ragnarock is

restrained in the wagon. A gag i mobilizes his nouth.

M kasa is a few yards from Crow, her weapons sheathed. Tigo
sits on Crow s shoul der

M KASA
How | ong?
CROW
' mtaking himnorth, about four
days.
M KASA
| have to wait again.
CROW
(sarcasm

Did you want to cone al ong?
M kasa rai ses her eyebrows, she lets themset on Crow

M KASA
I"mtired of you del ayi ng.

CROW
What' s st oppi ng you?

M KASA
| don't want you to hold back

CROW
Killing each other won't solve
anyt hi ng!

M KASA
Neither will running away. You
shoul d do what you were born to do.

CROW
| won't cause anynore death
Samurai or Ninja.

M kasa wants Crow to convi nce her.

CROW
We can end the war by working
t oget her.

M KASA

Nonsense.



CROW
Force our people to work al ongside
each other, like they did in Haven!
M KASA
Haven is history.
CROW

It happened once, it could happen
again! Peace is possible, it
starts with us!

M kasa starts to give a little. Crow picks up on this.
CROW

These ei ght years could be
extended. W could keep the treaty

in play.

M KASA
Only for so long. Wat wll that
do?

CROW

children will grow up, have their
own famlies. Those kids will have
no reason for war.

M kasa ponders.

M KASA
| can't trust you.
CROW
| can prove nyself.
M KASA
Bring back his trail record.
CROW
Proof of death
M KASA
And | eave the talking rat with ne.
CROW
Ti go?
M KASA

Trust goes both ways.

TI GO
Huh!

Crow snatches Tigo up from his back

63.
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CROW
(To Tigo)
| told you we m ght have an
unexpected turn.

TI GO
This is nore than a turn!

Tigo is cut off when Crow hurls himat Mkasa. Tigo flies
through the air as he struggles. M kasa catches Ti go.

TI GO
Crow, did you see that!

Crowtilts his head.

TI GO
(sarcasm
She caught nme! You shoul d ask her
what her secret is!

M kasa hol ds Tigo up by the scruff of his neck.

M KASA
Quiet, rat.

M kasa playfully flicks Tigo on his head.

TI GO
OMN Watch those tubby fingers!

M kasa's glare frightens Tigo.
Tigo rubs his head wth his paws.
CROW
| amtrusting you. That rat is
important to ne.

TI GO
Tol d you!

Crow lifts the wagon

CROW
Don't be annoyi ng.

The wooden wheel s of the wagon turn roughly through the
grass. Ragnarock sits notionless.

CUT TO
| NT. TENT - NI GHT
Garrison reads through a | edger book. H's tent is fire-lit

and is as large as a snmall house. He is absorbed in his
wor k. A shadow appears outside the tent.
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PATTON
Garrison?

GARRI SON
Lord Garri son.

Garrison jots a nunbers in his book. Patton waits, he feels
awkwar d.

PATTON
Lord Garri son?

Garrison shuts his book.

GARRI SON

AHH, yes pl ease cone in
PATTON

The VWar Borns are a problem
GARRI SON

El abor at e.
PATTON

Qur spies were killed. A Nnja
vill age has been decimated. Qur
reports say that the two worked
together to stop the attack

Garrison | ooks up from his book.

GARRI SON
They are a liability.

PATTON
We have their |ocations, at the
nonment they are split up

Garrison returns to his book.

GARRI SON
It's obvious they wll neet again.
That will do.

CUT TO
EXT. ROCKY PATH - NI GHT
A canpfire blazes under a full nobon. Ragnarock sits in the
wagon, his gag is off. Ragnarock's sonber eyes gaze into the
di stance. Crow takes neat fromthe fire. He salts it.
Ragnarock is tied down at the waist.

RAGNARCCK
Veni son?

Crow jolts slightly. He fights the urge to ignore
Ragnar ock
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CROW
Sl ow cooked.

RAGNARCCK
My favorite.

Crow puts the neat on a flat stone. He takes a small knife
fromhis side. He cuts the neat in half.

RAGNAROCK
| know you don't owe ne anyt hi ng.

Crow slides the stone wwth the meat on it to Ragnarock
Ragnarock plays with the neat. Crow sits a few feet away on
a rock. He eats.

RAGNAROCK
Tonmorrow, ny |last nanme is Pierce.

Cr ow shakes hi s head.

RAGNARCCK
Pl ease.

Ragnarock waits for Crow to respond. After a pause
Ragnar ock ni bbles at the neat.

CROW
| have lost a lot in this war.

Ragnar ock swal | ows.
CROW
| lost your brother, | also |ost
you.
Ragnar ock stares at Crow.
CROW
After that day you changed. You
becane full of hate
Ragnarock's head falls.

CROW
You were ny friend.

Ragnarock drops the neat. H's eyes water

CUT TO
EXT. COURTHOUSE - DAY
The courthouse isn't actually a house; instead it is a
lifted wooden stage in a cleared forest. The noose hangs in
the mddle of the stage. Stairs lead to the noose.

On the left of the stage is an elderly Sanurai man, easily
recogni zed as the JUDGE. Two |arge Sanurai stand at the
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back of the stage. They wear bl ack masks.

A smal |l audi ence sits on wooden benches. Crowis in the
m ddl e of the rows, mxed in with the Crowd.

Ragnarock is on his knees behind the stage. The
executioners lift Ragnarock, they place himunder the noose.
Ragnarock is notionless. The executioners mani pulate his
body |i ke a doll.

JUDGE
Ragnar ock Pierce, You have failed
to provide a defense. The court
accepts the accusations agai nst
you.

Ragnarock' s head is cast down.

JUDGE
For your war crinmes, you are
sentenced to hang fromthe neck
until dead.

The Judge signal s the executioners.

JUDGE
Prepare the noose. Ragnarock
Pierce, nowis the tine for |ast
wor ds.

Bef ore the executioners are able to approach Ragnarock, he
turns to them

RAGNARCCK
| got it.

Ragnar ock grabs the noose. He puts it over his neck, then
tightens it.

JUDGE
This is your only chance.

Ragnar ock rai ses his head. H s eyes burn into Crow. Crow
stares back at Ragnarock with synpathy. Ragnarock's eyes
brimw th enotion; they hold rage on the verge of tears.

RAGNAROCK
| woul d choose this again Crow
You will feel the pain | feel!l W
are no different! If your brother

fell,

Ragnarock grits his teeth. He doesn't want to cry, but
does.

RAGNARCCK
Qur only difference would be the
names we hol d!
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A second goes by, the executioner pulls a lever. The rope
is pulled tight.

Ragnarock is not shown hanged. Crow watches the stage. He
can't look away. He fights to turn. He can't.

CUT TO
EXT. NOONS PLAI N- DAY

M kasa sits against a tree with Tigo in front of her.
M kasa sharpens a knife.

TI GO
Every day you sharpen knives and
set traps? That's it?

M KASA
| can find you a runni ng wheel.
TI GO
You' re worse than Crow
M KASA
Ni nja are nore nethodical than
Samurai. W take tine to prepare.

M kasa taps her forehead a fewtines with her index finger.

M KASA
We use our brains.

Tigo lies down, he studies the sky.

TI GO
Do you ever visit famly?
M KASA
No famly.
TI GO
Friends?
M KASA
None.
TI GO
You never had anyone you cared
about ?
M KASA
My father.
TI GO

VWhat was he |ike?

M KASA
Ni ce.
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TI GO
This is a conpelling conversation.

M kasa | eans over Tigo. She lifts her hand.

M KASA
Rats shoul dn't have conversati ons.

M kasa flicks himon his head.

TI GO
AVWH

M kasa has a mi schi evous smle

TI GO
D d your father teach you to be
cruel ?

M KASA

| taught nyself. He focused on
ot her things.

TI GO
Li ke what ?

M kasa ponders.
CUT TO
| NT. M KASA' S HOUSE FLASH BACK - DAY

Young M kasa cries in the corner. She grips a potted plant.
The plant is withered. Mather enters the house.

MFATHER
What is it? Training?

YOUNG M KASA
No.

MFATHER
Let ne see.

M at her wal ks to Young M kasa. Young M kasa hi des the plant
wi th her body.

M kasa falls to her knees. She holds the plant out.
M at her shows relief.

YOUNG M KASA
| watered it every day!

MFATHER
It's okay...

YOUNG M KASA
...You really cared about it!
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MFATHER
M kasa, It's..

YOUNG M KASA
...l broke your trust! Do you
still love nme?

MFATHER
That's a silly...

YOUNG M KASA
...are you going to | eave |ike nonf

M at her becones stern.

MFATHER
M kasa.

Young M kasa snaps out of her tantrum She stares at
M at her, her cheeks are red.

M-FATHER
Renmember, | ove has nore than one
part.
Young M kasa nods.
M-FATHER

The ot her part doesn't have a nane.

Young M kasa wi pes her cheek.

MFATHER
When you are sad, | feel sad too.
Even though sonething | liked is
gone, I'mnore worried about you.

YOUNG M KASA
Wiy are you sad?

MFATHER
If you are sad, | am sad. \Wen you
are happy, | am happy. You control

ny heart.

YOUNG M KASA
VWhat about nonis heart?

Mather is infected with a large smle. Young M kasa
catches the virus. M ather sweeps Young Mkasa up into his
arns.

MFATHER
She was under your spell angel!

M at her swi ngs Young M kasa around. The two | augh

TI GO V. 0.
Hel | o!
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CUT TO
EXT. NOONS PLAIN - DAY
M kasa is thrown back into reality.

TI GO
How was your trip!

M kasa threatens Tigo with her finger.

TI GO
Sorry! Sorry!

M kasa slowy brings her hand back to her side.

TI GO
What did your father teach you?

M KASA
Love.

Tigo is surprised, he gives a chipper smle.

CUT TO
EXT. ROCKY PATH - DAY
A dirt path weaves through hilly terrain. Boul ders protrude
fromthe hills that hug the path. Crow hikes down the rough
trail. He has a solemm |ook. Shrubbery |ines the path.

Crow turns the corner of a |arge stone, he sees M kasa.
Crow jogs to her.

CROW
VWhat are you doi ng here?
M kasa waits till Crow reaches her.
M KASA

| could not stand this rat.

M kasa tosses Tigo, he waves about. Crow reaches out to
catch him but fails. M kasa | aughs.

TI GO
Are you serious! She is two feet
avnay!!

CROW

| wasn't ready!
Tigo clinbs up Cow s shoulder. A silence sets in.
A shrub noves unnaturally, it is to the side of a large

boul der. M kasa spots the novenent, she keeps an eye
fi xated on the boul der.
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A carriage kicks up dirt as the wooden wheels fight the
rocky terrain. Crow watches the carriage speed toward him

Garrison's carriage halts about a dozen yards fromthem
Garrison waits for the dirt to settle, he energes fromthe
wagon's cloth walls.

GARRI SON
How pr eci ous.

Crow stares blankly at Garrison. M kasa keeps an eye on the
boul der, but addresses Garrison. He hops fromthe carri age,
dirt covers his fancy boots.

GARRI SON
Bot h War Borns having an afternoon
chat. A cute little tale.

Crow senses Grrison's vile nature.

CROW
Who are you?

GARRI SON
You don't know?

CROW
Shoul d 17?

M KASA
He's Garrison, King of Triceles.

CROW
Ki ng?

GARRI SON

Pl easure to neet you. Though
have al ready neet you

Garrison holds his hand out to nmeasure Crow s height as a
chi |l d.

GARRI SON
This tall, but hell, | thought you
woul d turn out smarter.

CROW
What do you want ?

Garrison grins.

GARRI SON
Good, straight to the point. |'m
going to count to ten. If one of
you isn't watching your life flash
before yours eyes, then I'll nake

it happen.
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Garrison makes "air quotations" when he says "watching your
life flash before your eyes".

M kasa grips her katana, Crow tilts his head. He strains to
understand Garrison's wt.

CROW
VWhat ?

Garrison is shocked by Crow s stupidity.

GARRI SON
You have ten seconds to kill each
ot her.

Crow unsheat hes his blade, points it at Garrison.

CROW
Wiy do you care?

M kasa stays silent, she | ooks back at the boul der.

GARRI SON
You' re bothering nme kid. Ten
seconds.

Garri son studies the two, he S| GHS.

GARRI SON
One.

Crow wat ches M kasa, she doesn't nove.

GARRI SON
Two.

Crow sm | es.

GARRI SON
Thr ee.

Crow faces Garrison, his broad smle angers Garrison

GARRI SON
Ten.

Garrison places a foot on his carriage, he WH STLES.

CROW
| thought you were going to kill
us.

GARRI SON
| m sspoke. The Fal se Born will
have the pleasure.

A man whi ps the horses. The carriage wheel s away.
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GARRI SON
Enj oy yoursel ves.

Garrison waves sarcastically. He swings hinself into the
carriage as it races off.

Crow | ooks to M kasa.

CROW
Do you have any idea?

M kasa readi es her blades. A short spear flies above the
boulder. It cannon balls toward Crow.

M KASA
Get down Crow

A wooden sheath slanms into Mkasa's jaw. She funbles to the
side. Crowrolls under the spear. The three stand in a
triangle formati on, evenly spaced from each ot her.

FALSE BORN stands before them She wears |light N nja robes,
fur patches decorate the robes. A large hood covers her
face. She has two katana, each sheathed on the sides of her
hi p.

The katana neasure up to Crow s Cl aynore, but are thinner.
Their sheathes are plain wood. Their brown shade matches
her skin. They are loosely tied to her hip with thick rope.

M kasa wi pes blood fromher lip. Her small katana hangs in
her hand.

M KASA
That was a m st ake!

CROW
The Fal se Born

FALSE BORN
VWhat a dunb nane.

The Fal se Born renoves her hood. Her hair is chestnut
brown. She is the sane age as M kasa and Crow. She has
light freckles that fade into her brown conpl exion

CROW
Wiy t he nane?

FALSE BORN
My nother is a Sanmurai and fat her
is a NNnja. Opposite of you pure
br eeds.

The Fal se Born yawns.

FALSE BORN
I"mhis trunp card or sonet hing.
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M kasa sneaks her hand down to snatch three Ninja stars from
her si de.

CROW
Way woul d you follow Garrison?

FALSE BORN
Not ny choi ce.

The Fal se Born dashes to Crow

CROW
Wai t!

Crow raises his sword. He charges the Fal se Born, he plans
to plow her to the dirt. M kasa takes advantage of the
nmoment. She rel eases three Ninja stars.

The Fal se Born | eaps upward. Two Ninja stars pass under

her. One star curves upward. The False Born flips in the
air while she catches the star. Crow is under the Fal se

Born, she sends the star at his open back.

M KASA
Run!

Crow runs forward. He barely evades the star. \Wen he hears
the star hit the ground he spins to face the Fal se Born.

FALSE BORN
You' re clever, but cowards usually
are.

Crow swings his sword wldly through the air. He rushes at
the Fal se Born. She smles tactfully.

M KASA
She is egging you on!

Crow i gnores M kasa. Mkasa bites her lip, her body fights
the urge to stop Crow. She springs forward. Crow reaches
the Fal se Born. He delivers a wild horizontal sw ng.

The Fal se Born slides under his swing. She stands behind
Crow. She nmule kicks Crow s back. Crow fights to maintain
hi s bal ance as he stunbl es forward.

The Fal se Born has positioned herself a few feet from
M kasa.

FALSE BORN
| was egging you on.

Crow pivots sharply. He charges at the Fal se Born's back
M kasa draws her katanas in panic; she guards herself from
t he Fal se Born.

The Fal se Born grabs one of her sheathed katanas, M kasa
wat ches the Fal se Born's hands.
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Crow closes in on the False Born; Mkasa is inches away.
The Fal se Born eases part of her blade fromits sheath

M kasa crosses her bl ades downward; she expects the Fal se
Born to strike upward.

I nstead the Fal se Born squats below Crow s attack. Crow
swi ngs horizontally at Mkasa. Crow s eyes pop; he can't
stop his sword.

M kasa reacts quickly; she repositions her bl ades.

A TI NG sounds off as M kasa bl ocks Crow s sw ng, but she
| oses her small katana in the process. The Fal se Born hops
up, still between them

Wth each hand on one of her |arge katanas the Fal se Born
rotates. Her sheathed katanas rise up with the spin. Each
kat ana smacks Crow and M kasa across their heads.

M kasa and Crow stunbl e back; they flee a safe distance from
the False Born. The False Bornis fine with this; she
i nspects her hand, as if to find sonething new.

CROW
(To Tigo)
She' s pl ayi ng us!
TI GO
You two are gonna kill each other!
M KASA

She hasn't even drawn her swords!

M kasa pants. She stands on the other side of the False
Bor n.

M KASA
(To hersel f)
Thi nk of sonet hi ng.

Tigo spots a black carriage in the distance. It is
Patton's.

CUT TO
EXT. DAMP CAMPSI TE - DAY
Garrison marches through the grass, each step lets water out
i ke a sponge. His boots quickly nmuddy and danpen. Knights
wait for Garrison's orders.
Garrison foot slips in the nud.

GARRI SON
Who picked this bl oody canpsite?

The Kni ghts | ook about, they try their best not to convey
any qguilt.
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Garrison digs up a handful of nmud. He snears the nud across
a Knights face and eyes.

GARRI SON
Pick up the bodies in half an hour.
You are all off for now, |'m not

going to pay you to watch them die.

KNI GHTS
Yes, Lord

GARRI SON
We | eave tonorrow norning.

EXT. ROCKY PATH - DAY

M kasa and Crow pant. A slight pause, the Fal se Born grows
bored of her hand.

FALSE BORN
My turn?

M kasa and Crow cl ench; anxiety contorts their faces. Tigo
whi spers to Crow.

The Fal se Born reveals four sharpened netal boonerangs from
under her robes. She throws two at Crow, with the intention
to mss. Crow readies his stance but the two boonerangs
veer to his right by a few feet.

M KASA
Crow They are com ng back

Crow turns to face the boonerangs that head back for him
then steps to the side to avoid them The two boonerangs
rush toward the Fal se Born.

The Fal se Born catches the boonerangs despite the way they
spin wldly. She uses her thunb and index finger to pinch
their flat sides. She rotates to redirect their notion.
Wen the Fal se Born lets go they target M kasa.

M kasa is thrown off guard. She sidesteps fromthem

M KASA
(To hersel f)
How?

M kasa turns to watch the boonerangs which turn back, but
because of the curve of the boonerang they do not head
directly to M kasa.

The Fal se Born throws her other two boonerangs at Crow, but
off to the side as before. Crowturns to track the
booner ang behi nd hi m

The two boonerangs that were thrown at M kasa rush back to
the False Born. The False Born is ready to catch the
booner angs.
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Seconds before the boonerangs reach her, the Fal se Born
si dest eps.

The boonerangs rush Crow s back, while the other two fly
toward Crow s front.

M KASA
Cr oW

M kasa dashes forward in an attenpt to save Crow. She throws
Ninja stars at the boonerangs. The False Born strikes two
of the stars fromthe air as they pass. One star reaches a
booner ang, but bounces off ineffectively.

The Fal se Born rushes Mkasa. Cow falls to his stomach, a
clunmsy way to dodge the four boonerangs. The Fal se Born

| eaps over Mkasa to | and behind her. The boonerangs fly
over Crow.

Two boonerangs that Crow dodged head towards M kasa. M kasa
is trapped between the Fal se Born and two boonerangs that
rush her front.

M kasa angl es her body to try to dodge the boonerangs. As
she does this, she notices one of the boonerangs has a netal
wire tiedtoit.

M KASA
(to herself)
A wre!

The boonerangs make contact as they fly by Mkasa. One
slices her tricep; the other cuts her hair and a piece of
her ear.

The Fal se Born lets the two boonerangs pass her. Crow rises
t hen charges past M kasa at the Fal se Born.

CROW
Got youl!

M KASA
Crow Nol!

The Fal se Born pulls the hidden wire, she spins it back.

The boonerang is forced to Crow. He is wunable to react in
time. The boonerang gashes Crow. The wound runs diagonally
over his upper body.

M KASA
Dammt Crow

Crow falls to his knees, then to the ground notionless. The
Fal se Born studies his body.

FALSE BORN
It's that easy?
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M kasa unl eashes a barrage of Ninja stars and needles at the
Fal se Born. The Fal se Born squats. She spins her two
sheat hs around her body to deflect the barrage.

M kasa keeps up the assault. She forces the False Born to
t ake cover behind a | arge boul der.

Tigo quietly pops out of Mkasa' s hood.

TI GO
(To M kasa)
M kasa, use your snoke bonbs!

M KASA
How d you get here?

TI GO
Thr ow t he bonbs, trust ne!

M kasa begrudgi ngly obeys Tigo. She throws her snoke bonbs
at the rock where the Fal se Born takes cover.

FALSE BORN
(to herself)
Snmoke? Buying tinme?

The Fal se Born has her back to the rock. She waits for the
snoke to dissipate.

The snmoke finally clears. The Fal se Born scal es the rock.
She pans the field. Mkasa is gone.

FALSE BORN
Cowar d!

The Fal se Born runs off in the direction where M kasa | ast
was. After the False Born is gone, Crow rises.

CROW
It's never that easy.

Crow runs to the black carri age.

CUT TO
| NT. PATTON S CARRI AGE - DAY
Crow bursts into the dark carriage. Patton junps up, he
reaches for his unbrella. Crow catches his neck, then slans
his forehead into Patton's.

CROW
Wio the hell are you!

Crow gri ps his neck.

PATTON
Cal m down.
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CROW
Tell me everything. Wy does
Garrison want to kill us? Wo is

t he Fal se Born?
Patton gl ances at his unbrella. Crow headbutts hi m again.

CROW
' mnot playing!

PATTON
Unhand ne, 1'1l tell you.

Crow shoves Patton forcing himto sit, Crow sits across from
hi m

PATTON
On one condition, you use the
information to stop Garrison.

CROW
Not a fan?

PATTON
Bef ore you were born the War Born
treaty was already in place.

| NT. CASTLE DEN - DAY PAST

The den is decorated with gold and silver trim The tile
fl oor keeps the roomcool, while the paintings that hang
fromthe wall capture attention

One painting is a Young wonen dressed in black. She stands
in a field of daises holding a withered one close to her
face.

Anot her painting is a gold scale. One end of the scale
hol ds skulls. The skulls raise the other end of the scale,
whi ch hol ds gol d coi ns.

PATTON
The Sanurai nother?

MCrow steps out forma small group of Samurai. Her child is
a nonth from bei ng born

PATTON
The Ninja...

KATSUM
. Yes.

Katsum strides to Patton. A group of elder Ninja wait
behi nd.

Young Garrison watches across the room He is eighteen and
knows everything. Soon to be king his clothes shane
everyone in the room
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Patt on addresses Katsum .

PATTON
The Ninja nother. Wy you?
KATSUM
Who el se?
PATTON
Char m ng.

Patton swerves to MCrow.

PATTON
And?

MCROW
My son, Clay. Proved hinself as a
Sanur ai .

PATTON

"1l take your word for it.
Patton chews on the inside of his nouth.

PATTON
At birth, our nedic checks for
defects. Again at the age of five.
|f both children are suitable,

Patton scans the room N nja and Sanurai |isten to each
wor d.

PATTON
They will hunt the other. O her
acts of war are forbidden, punished
by death

Young Garrison silently nmakes his way to Patton.

PATTON
You can go honme now.

MCrow gl ances at Katsum . Katsum strides to the Ninja
el ders. Young Garrison pulls Patton to the side.

YOUNG GARRI SON
VWhat's next?

PATTON
Two years until you are king. Ask
your sel f.

YOUNG GARRI SON
We need a trunp card.

PATTON
Expl ai n.
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YOUNG GARRI SON
Wor st case, both nations turn on
us. Wth their art of war, we fall
in a nonth.

PATTON
A week.

YOUNG GARRI SON
One of their warriors, one from
each. W need to learn their
met hods.

PATTON
Force t hem

YOUNG GARRI SON
Figure it out.

PATTON
A Ninja wonen and a Sanurai ran off
together. In love. W agreed to
turn themover if they enter

Tri cel es.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Qur spies know their |ocation?

PATTON
Qovi ousl y.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Per f ect.

EXT. RAINY PATH - DAY PAST
A dirt path weaves through a forest.

Rain pours. A horse struggles to pull a carriage, nud
wei ghs down the horses feet. Witer rushes al ongside the
trail.

JOHN steers the horse. He wears his Sanurai gear. The sky
[ights up, CRACKI CRACK, another lighting bolt cuts the
sky. John peers up. He squints as rain strikes his eyes.

Lightning strikes a tree along the path, CRACKI The horse
stands on its hind legs, it thrashes its front feet in the
air. NEIGH

The tree lights on fire. It CREAKS, then falls to the path.
The tree crushes the horse, the wagon falls to its side.

John is flung to the nud.

JOHN
AKI' Al ELI ZABETH
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The horse WHI NES under the tree. John stunbles through the
mud to the carriage. He pets the horse.

JOHN
Sorry pal .

AKA|
(Frominside the covered
wagon)
We are fine!

John unties the ropes that cover the wagon.

SYDON
Turn around John!

SYDON ai s an arrow at John's back. John's hands rise
slowy.

Sydon's Ninja outfit covers everything but his eyes.

JOHN
Sydon, wal k away.

SYDON
Gve ne that traitor, and her
filthy cross breed. 1'll walk far
away.

JOHN

You have a death w sh

John tries to turn to Sydon. Sydon lets his arrow fly into
John's | ower back

JOHN
ARGH

AKAI
John!

A throwing knife flies through the white tarp of the wagon.
It cuts deep into Sydon's shoulder. He falls to his back.

AKAlI cuts through the tarp. She steps out. She is twenty,
a Young Ninja woman. A baby CRIES fromthe tent. Akai
drops to her knees to exam ne John.

JOHN
|"mfine, get ELIZABETH.

ELI ZABETH i s a newborn. She is wapped in a bl anket set
safely on the wagons side. Akai lifts her fromthe wagon
She hol ds Eli zabeth cl ose.

John feels for the arrowin his back. He CRACKS the arrow s
wooden shaft, throws it to the side. He lifts one leg, then
col | apses to his knees.
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Sydon's shaky hand clutches a thin whistle. He forces it to
his mouth. The whistle screeches!

Akai whi ps her head to Sydon.

A group of Ninja search through a forest. The WHEE sound
reaches them

SEARCH NI NJA 1
Over therel

The Ninja rush to the sound.

AKAI
John!

JOHN
Go! Run! | can't!

Akai's face is inches from John's.

AKAI
| can't w thout you!

PATTON
Tr oubl e?

John and Akai jolt, Patton stands behind them

H s unbrella keeps himdry. The unbrella is dark bl ack,
with thin gold Iines that run dowmn the mddle to the
unbrella's end.

A lavish carriage waits behind Patton. Three horses are
tied to it.

JOHN
You from Tricel es?

PATTON
Correct.

JOHN
Pl ease!

AKAI

John we don't know. ..

JOHN
... W have no other options!

PATTON
Hurry in.

Akai hel ps John stand while she holds Elizabeth in her other
arm

PATTON
W w il talk about paynent |ater.
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JOHN
Bl ess you.

The deserters hobble into the carriage. Patton lets the
rain trickle off his unbrella for a nonment. He enters the
carriage. A servant drives the horses; the carriage races
of f.

The Ninja search teamarrives to find Sydon buried in nud
and rain.

| NT. STONE BASEMENT - DAY PAST

PATTON
Agai n.

Dim candl es |ight the cobblestone walls. The roof and fl oor
share the sanme cobbl estone structure.

Patton sits on a wooden chair, his unbrella |ays across his
| ap. Young Garrison stands beside him

Young Elizabeth's nouth hangs open. She pants as sweat
flows down fromher hairline. Young Elizabeth is eight.
Her hair is brown and she is tall wth Iight freckles under
her eyes. Her skin glows with a natural tan.

Young Elizabeth holds a knife; wooden dunmm es around her
have nultiple stab wounds.

YOUNG ELI ZABETH
Pl ease, I'mtired.

PATTON
Agai n.

Young Elizabeth feet buckle. She crashes to the ground.
Her face is pale.

PATTON
Agai n!
John sits on a wooden bench along the wall. Akai stands
besi de him
JOHN

That' s enough!

PATTON
This is what we agreed on.

AKAI
You said she would have to work as
Garrison's body guard. That you
woul d observe both our teaching
methods in order to train your own

arny.
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JOHN
You are working her to death! W
are done!

Young Garrison leans into Patton's ear.

YOUNG GARRI SON
(whi sper)
Do it now.

Patton nods, then stands. He approaches John and Akai with
his unbrella. He waves a hand through the air, he creates
small circles. A Guard notices. He makes his way to the
stairs and signals upward.

PATTON
When maki ng an agreenment, |everage
is key.

Kni ghts hurry down the stairs.
PATTON
Wt hout |everage, you | ack
i nsur ance.
Akai grabs her knife. Four Knights rush her.

JOHN
Qur insurance is killing you.

PATTON

You're making ny legs trenble. Oh,
you must not renenber the feeling.

Akai flicks her wist; her knife enters a Knight's throat.

YOUNG ELI ZABETH
Mom

Young Garrison kneel s beside Elizabeth.
YOUNG GARRI SON
Today is a special day, the day you
beconme a warrior.

Young Garrison hugs her tight; she fights to break free.

JOHN
Akia wll kill all of you. O get
close, I'll strangle you nyself.
Aki a dashes up the wall, she sprints across it. She |eaps
fromthe wall, her palmcatches the chin of a Knight. As

she whi ps her body around his back, his neck CRACKS.
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YOUNG GARRI SON
(I'n Young Elizabeth's
ear)
You' |l | ook back at this as a
| ear ni ng experience.

Patton raises the end of his unbrella. He points it at John.

PATTON
No, | won't need to.

Patton presses a hidden button on his unbrella's handle. A
needl e covered in yellow sap SPRINGs out. It burrows into
John' s bi cep.

Two Knights circle Akia. Akia stands rel axed, she fiddles
with her hair. Both Knights charge, one on each side of
Akia. They bring their swords back, each one swings it at
Aki a' s neck.

Aki a ducks. She pivots on her toes with her fall. Her arns
fly up; she presses agai nst each sword's underside. She
forces the bl ades higher.

The Kni ghts swords pushed higher, cut into each other's
j ugul ar vei n.

John COUGHSs.

PATTON
You're famliar with this, a
sedative used by Ninja. Mre
commpn before the war, nowit's
been replaced with the deadly white
sap.

Young Garrison sits; he restrains Young Elizabeth in his
| ap.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Your nother's and father's safety
is in ny hands.

Young Elizabeth SCREAMs. Young Garrison forces his hand
over her nout h.

Akia runs to John.

JOHN
Aki a, his unbre.

John can't finish his words.

Aki a faces Patton, his unbrella SPRINGs out a needl e covered
in yellow sap.

The needl e Pierces deep, just above Akia's knee. She falls
to one knee.
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AKI A
El i zabet h, stay strong.

Aki a col | apses. John toppl es over her.

Bl ood spreads fromthe Knight's bodies. One of themis
still alive; he crawls fromthe pool of blood.

Young Garrison stands. He |eaves Young Elizabeth to gape at
her parents.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Only nappi ng.

Young Garrison tilts his head at Patton, Patton nmakes his
way up stairs.

YOUNG GARRI SON
In Triceles we operate as a conpl ex
busi ness. Today you becone a part
of this.

Young Garrison smles, happy to welcone her into the
busi ness.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Qur nost val uabl e asset, you w ||
kill the War Borns if they fail to
kill each other. That is your job.

Young Garrison grabs the Knight who struggles to breath. He
drags himover to Young Elizabeth.

YOUNG GARRI SON
My job is to ensure Triceles is
pr osper ous.

Young Garrison drops the Knight's body next to Elizabeth.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Feedi ng workers i s expensive.

Garrison slides a knife across the floor, it stops at
El i zabet h' s knee.

YOUNG GARRI SON
Only so nuch noney.

Garrison sits on the bench above her parents. He takes a
knife fromhis side.

YOUNG GARRI SON
| have been working the nunbers al
day. There's no choice, | have to
make sone cuts.

Garrison runs his hands through Akia's hair. He grasps the
bul k of her hair, lifts her head up. His knife rests across
her neck.
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YOUNG GARRI SON
You choose. W can cut him

The Kni ght vomts bl ood.

YOUNG GARRI SON
O 1'lI.

Garrison shakes her nothers head. He grins.

El i zabeth cries uncontrollably. She convol ves. The Kni ght
MOANS, bl ood oozes out of his neck

YOUNG GARRI SON
Focus, focus.

El i zabeth glares at Garrison.

He smles at Elizabeth, confident in her.

El i zabeth grabs the knife.

| NT. CASTLE OFFI CE - DAY PAST

An oak desk dom nates the room Garrison shuffles through
papers scattered about the desk. Patton observes near the

roons corner. The room has plenty of w ndows to let |ight
in.

GARRI SON
How ol d are they?
PATTON
Twel ve.
GARRI SON
It's been too peaceful.
PATTON
They will break the treaty. Sales
will rise again.
GARRI SON

No, the Ninja are signing out.

PATTON
Qur spies report underground
novenents, preparations for battle.

GARRI SON
Twel ve years they have prepared.
They need a nudge.

Garrison grabs a map of Evershore. He lays the map across
hi s desk. Trading routes cover the map, it is practically
illegible. Garrison marks the map; he draws circles and
dashes |i nes.
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PATTON
Lord, interfering increases risk.

GARRI SON
No you won't |ecture ne.

Garrison addresses Patton wth his pen.

GARRI SON
They will see what they want to.
Unfortunately a hundred years of
war has created an urge for peace.

KNOCK. Patton opens the door.
Stern Knight bows to Garrison

GARRI SON
VWhat's the story.

STERN KNI GHT
John and Akai aren't speaking.

PATTON
A protest.

GARRI SON
They nmust know how strong their
daughter is.

PATTON
Don't want to reveal nore than they
have to. Think she can defend
hersel f.

GARRI SON
She can, okay. W have to nake
their inmagination run.

Garrison studies the Stern Knight, |ooks himup and down.

GARRI SON
You have a scary face.

Garrison wal ks to the Knight.

GARRI SON
Got sonet hing special for you

STERN Kni ght nods. Garrison eases close to the Knights
face.

GARRI SON
| want you to go to them really
lean in close. So they can feel
your breath on their face.

Garrison leans close to the Knight, |ike he describes.
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GARRI SON
Look emin the eye, hate them
Then say, as if they are a child
and you're teaching a | esson.

| NT. CASTLE DUNGEON - NI GHT PAST

Akai and John are chained to the cold stone walls, their
ri bs poke against their sides.

Stern Knight leans in. He hovers over John's nose.

STERN KNI GHT
Tal k, open your mouths. O we wl|
open your daughter's.

John's eyes pop; his face burns red.
| NT. CASTLE OFFI CE - DAY PAST
The Stern Knight concentrates on Garrison's words.

GARRI SON
Let it sink in, give himsone tine
to di gest how vul nerable their
daughter is.

Garrison's hands dance with his words; they narrate to the
deaf .

GARRI SON
Then prance on over to his wfe,
take a little off the top.

Garrison pats the top of his head.

GARRI SON
| know sonmeone who woul d appreci ate
it.

| NT. CASTLE DUNGEON 2 - N GHT PAST
A twel ve year old Elizabeth is |locked in a dark cell

Stern Knight paces to the cell. He throws a bundle of dark
hair through the bars. Elizabeth's stomach turns at the
sight of her nother's hair, with a thin layer of skin still
attached.

El i zabet h crashes agai nst the cage bars. Blood drips from
t he detached scal p.

ELI ZABETH
"Il kill you!

STERN KNI GHT
Everyone needs a little
encour agenent .
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ELI ZABETH
Please let me talk to them [ 1]
tell then

Stern Kni ght paces away, his figure disappears in the dark.

ELI ZABETH
Garri son!

| NT. CASTLE OFFI CE - DAY PAST

GARRI SON
Of you go.

Stern Knight nods. He |leaves the room Garrison returns to
hi s desk.

GARRI SON
The War Borns need to see deat h.

PATTON
How? They aren't in a cage |ike
her, it's inpossible.

GARRI SON
The treaty is their cage. W just
have to paint the bars red.

PATTON
Fake a child's death?

GARRI SON
It's desperate to tell the sane
joke twce. 1'd be copying ny

great grandfather. He did that to
start the war. W need to be
subtle. The Ninja are on edge.
Ship a few weapons to the Sanurai.

PATTON
| don't follow
GARRI SON
Use the large crates. It wll

appear like a shipnent fit for war.

PATTON
Suspi ci ous, at nost.

GARRI SON

When the Ninja order weapons as a
counter neasure, we are sold out.

PATTON
They will be scared, irrational.

Garrison sm |l es.
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GARRI SON
Qur econony suffers when our
weapons aren't needed. This wll
creat e demand.
Garrison jots notes on the map.

PATTON
O course, ny Lord.

Garrison |l eans back in his chair.

GARRI SON
| can already hear the

CUT TO
I NT. PATTON S CARRI ACE - DAY

A high pitched screamrings out, the sanme one the night
Pi erce di ed.

Crow fights the urge to tear apart the carri age.
Patton studies Crow, satisfied with his reaction.
CROW
That night, the whole tine,

everyt hi ng!

Patton nods, raises an eyebrow.

CROW
Ragnarock died for this lie! So
many have died! | will stop this!

EXT. FI REFLY FOREST- N GHTFALL
M kasa's leg trenbles. She scans the forest.

TI GO
He shoul d be here.

M kasa runs her fingers through her hair wwth a force that
pulls at the root.

M kasa junps forward, peeks around the tall trees.
M KASA
If night falls we won't be able to
find him
The forest grows dark.

TI GO
Speak of the devil.

M kasa bits her lip. She nakes tense novenents.
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M kasa | ooks down sharply. Sonething has | anded on her
finger.

Alight, a firefly eases through the space between her
fingers. It flies up into the air, hovers through the
trees. Mkasa stalks it, follows every nove with her eyes.

She wal ks where the firefly leads her. More |ights appear,
but M kasa focuses on the single firefly.

M kasa chases the firefly around a tree, Crow stands there.

CROW
You al right?

M kasa hi des her excitenent.

M KASA
| didn't try to kill nyself.

Crow | aughs slightly.

CROW
There was a carriage nearby, |
broke in. One of Grrison's
advi sors was t here.

Crow s enotions run. He grabs M kasa's hand.

CROW
Garrison has been using both clans
t he whol e tine!

M kasa lets Crow grip tighter.

CROW
The whol e war was set up by
Triceles so they could profit off
us!

Crow |l eans in close.

CROW
Al'l the blood for nothing! W can
use this to end everything!

M KASA
Sl ow down! How are you even alive?

Crow catches his breath and noves back. M kasa regrets
saying anything. Fireflies float around them their |ight
warnms M kasa's and Crow s face.

TI GO
| spotted the wire on the
booner ang.
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CROW
Tigo and | decided early on that we
needed to retreat. | saw the

carriage and thought we could find
out what was goi ng on.

M KASA
You cowar d.
Crow i gnores M kasa
CROW
When | rushed past you Tigo junped
to you.
TI GO

It was the only way for us to
conmmuni cate w t hout her know ng.

A short flashback begins with Crow running past Mkasa to
attack the False Born. Tigo junps fromCrow onto Mkasa in
a steal thy manner.

M KASA

You two thought of that?
CROW

W aren't as dunb as we | ook.
TI GO

"' mnot as dunb as | | ook.

M kasa chuckl es.

M KASA

| have been keeping a | ook out.
Kni ghts of Triceles are everywhere.

CROW
Searching for us?

M KASA
Yes, al so been stationed on the
mai n roads.

TI GO
We are smarter than that.

CROW
We can sneak into ny vill age.
can tell Cay everything. He wll
bel i eve us.

M KASA
Garrison will have Knights there.

CROW
" mcounting on it.
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CUT TO
| NT. GARRI SON' S TENT - NI GHT
A small fire blazes in Garrison's tent.

GARRI SON
How coul d you be so carel ess!

FALSE BORN
| wasn't expecting themto run

The MESSENGER i s outside the tent.

GARRI SON
Get i n herel

The Messenger enters.

GARRI SON
Shut down all shipping and mail!
Put a guard at every stop! They
cannot get the chance to spread
wor d!

The Messenger nods then exists.

FALSE BORN
Wait! | get to send a letter this
nont h!

The Fal se Born takes out a letter from her robes. She hol ds
it out.

GARRI SON
Not ny problem

In rage, the False Born grabs Garrison's neck. She chokes
him Garrison forces his words out.

GARRI SON
Go ahead, do it. If | die, so wll
t hey.

The Fal se Born squeezes for a nonent nore, then lets go.
Garrison wipes drool fromhis nouth. Garrison snatches the
letter fromher hand and throws it into the fire.

GARRI SON
That outburst is going to cost you.

Garrison punches the Fal se Born across the face. She falls
face first.

GARRI SON
Your not her woul d be ashaned.

Garrison stonps the Fal se Born's cheek
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GARRI SON
Treat others how you want to be
treated. Let's treat Mommy the way
you treat ne.

FALSE BORN
No, |'m sorry!

Garrison kicks her in the gut while she is on her hands and
knees. Bl ood gushes from her nose.

GARRI SON
She's not inportant. There is still
dear Daddy!

Garri son unl eashes another brutal kick, this time to her
face. The False Born tunbles to her side.

FALSE BORN
Pl ease, no. |1'msorry.

The Fal se Born cries, blood is sneared across her face.

GARRI SON
You're a mess. Clean yourself up
Tonmorrow you hunt them down.

Garrison exits the tent.
CUT TO
EXT. GARRI SON' S CAMP - NI GHT

Garrison steps out to the small canp. Patton waits for him
he holds his unbrella. They walk away fromthe canp.

PATTON
Explain to ne the rational behind
beati ng your horse before race day.

GARRI SON
You can join her, plenty of room

PATTON
Threats. A past tinme of yours.

Garrison whirls his body. He slans his chest agai nst
Patton. Patton is thrown off bal ance, he scuffles in the
dirt to sit up right.

GARRI SON
You' re past your time. You're at
fault here too!

Patton positions his unbrella. He fires a needle oozed in a
yell ow sap. Garrison flinches, the needle sticks fromhis
shi n.
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GARRI SON
Treason doesn't suit you

PATTON
| told that Boy everything.

Garrison pleads through his confusion. His eyes twtch,
Garrison restrains the side effects of the poison.

PATTON
Your reign wll be over.

Garrison falls to a knee.

PATTON
Crow wi | | expose Tricel es.

GARRI SON
| don't understand.

PATTON
| could care | ess about them but I
couldn't care | ess about you.

Garrison bursts with uncontrollable |aughter. He rolls to
hi s side and wheezes. Patton stands.

GARRI SON
| hope.

Garrison pushes his words through his mani ac | aughter.
GARRI SON
Ohn| pray, | amwtness. | need to
see the outcone of your schene.
Patton struts fromthe fallen Kking.

PATTON
Good bye, Lord.

Garrison chuckles till he falls asleep.
CUT TO
EXT. CROA5 HOME VI LLAGE- EARLY MORNI NG

A thick fog fills the air. Crow and M kasa creep towards
the village.

CROW
Keep your eyes open.

M kasa nods.

CROW
He has to have guards here.

M kasa pans intently, she notices dry blood on a tree.
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CROW
Wiy can't | hear the village?

The two step into the village. Crow sees bl ood, bodies, and
weapons scattered across the village.

A pit forms in Crow s stomach. He runs ahead, shifts around
frantically.

CROW
Cay! d ay!

M kasa trails Crow. Dead Ninja share the bl ood-soaked grass
with the sanurai.

CROW
Clay! Susan!

Crow dashes into the fog out of Mkasa's sight. M kasa
fol | ows.

She finds Crow on his knees. He grips a stained raccoon
hat. Crow s tears run down his face onto the hat.

CROW
C ay.

M kasa's lips quiver. Tears well up.

Crow snaps his head at M kasa, his eyes full of hate. H's
eyes resenbl e Ragnarock's.

CROW
You!

M kasa grips her katana. Her arns shake.

CROW
| should have killed you that day!

M kasa is petrified at Crow s rage. Crow s eyes pierce
M kasa for a while |longer. Mkasa starts to unsheat he her
katana. Crow s head falls.

CROW
|"msorry. |'mso sorry.

Crow lets tears flow M kasa rel eases her kat ana.

CROW
He was right. 1'mthe sane.

M kasa can't take her eyes off the defeated Crow. Crow
wai ls in pain.

CROW
' mno better!
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Crow curls into a ball, as if he had the wi nd knocked from
hi m

Tears trickle down M kasa's cheek

M KASA V. 0.
(Her thoughts)
Wiy am | crying? | can't stomach

this.

M kasa has a vision of her father where Crowis. Mather
| eans over; he speaks softly.

MFATHER
If you are sad | am sad. Wen you
are happy | am happy. You control
ny heart.

M kasa pl aces one foot at a tinme as she wal ks to Crow.

M KASA
How?

She trenbl es.

M kasa i s above Crow, she falls to her knees with him

M kasa puts her hand on his hand. The two enbrace each
other, M kasa holds Crow under her. Crow buries his face
into her chest, then digs his fingers into her back.

CROW
|"'msorry, M kasa.

Suddenly M kasa's eyes open wi de. She draws her blade. The
screen goes dark.

CUT TO
EXT. WALL OF TRI CELES - DAY
It is a quiet day outside the city walls, a soft breeze
brushes the earth. A N nja approaches the city tugging a
wooden wagon behind her. The Ninja is covered by a hood.
Kni ght 2 prepares his spear. He cuts off the Ninja.

KNI GHT 2
Hal t !

The Ninja worman eases to a stop.
KNI GHT 2
No Ninja or Sanurai are all owed
into Triceles. You have to turn
ar ound.

The Ninja's eyes are cast down.
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NI NJA WOVAN
Gve this to Garri son

The N nja woman gestures at the wagon. Knight 2 noves
cautiously to inspect its contents. Sonething lays in the
wagon, wapped in cloth. [It's a body bag.

KNI GHT 2
Thi s some kind of stunt?

NI NJA WOMVEN
Qpen it.

Kni ght 2 | eans over the wagon near the top of the bag. He
takes out a knife, cuts a small slice through the top.

KNI GHT 2
My god!

Crowis in the body bag, dead.
CUT TO
EXT. WALL OF TRI CELES - SUNSET

A carriage races to the stone walls as the sun sets. Red
light shines onto the city walls.

The carriage reaches the entrance to Triceles. Knight 2
bows. Garrison steps out.

GARRI SON
The body?

KNI GHT 2
Over there | ord.

Garrison marches along the wall. Knight 2 follows. He
approaches the wagon, then peers inside. Crow s dead face
stares back.

GARRI SON
Take it out.

Kni ght 2 nounts the wagon with anot her nearby Knight. They
remove the body fromthe bag, then place it on the grass.

Garrison kneels over, he checks for a pul se.

GARRI SON
Not hi ng.

Garrison runs his finger along a wound that runs diagonally
across Crow s upper body.

GARRI SON
This wound fits with what the Fal se
Born reported.
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Garrison | ooks towards Knight 2. He gestures for a knife.
Kni ght 2 hands his over. Garrison plunges the knife into
Crow s heart.

GARRI SON
Dead. No Ninja tricks about it.

Garri son stands.

GARRI SON
Wiere is the NNnja Grl?

KNI GHT 2
Around the corner.

Garrison strolls to the corner. The light fades; a dimred
shade hits the wall.

Garrison turns the corner to see the Ninja Grl tied to the
wall. She is on her knees. Garrison walks to her. He bends
down to her |evel

GARRI SON
Why the change of heart?

The Ninja Grl |ooks away from Garrison. Garrison pulls
down on the Ninja's mask.

GARRI SON
M kasa?

M kasa stares past Garrison.

M KASA
A Sanurai fromhis village attacked
the Ninja. They retaliated,
killing his whole village.

Her cheeks are pale.

M KASA
He turned on ne.

Garrison can't help but smle.

GARRI SON
Al'l that fuss for nothing. It
wor ked itself out.

Garrison wal ks to his carriage as the sun di sappears. He
turns back to M kasa.

GARRI SON
This nmust be hard for you. | want
you be as confortable as possible.
You will be staying with ne, and |
won't take no for an answer.

CUT TO
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| NT. GARRI SON' S DUNGEON - NI GHT.
A roomis barred off froma stone hallway. The only sources
of light are dimtorches. A small w ndow rests high in the
cell, out of reach.

Two Knights enter the hallway. They carry Mkasa to the

cell. She is bruised and beaten. The Knights toss her into
the cell.

M kasa hits the floor hard, she lies still. The Knights
lock up the cell, then leave. Garrison enters with the

Fal se Born.

GARRI SON
You two renmenber each other. Hell,
you two wi Il never forget each
ot her.

Garrison sarcastically gestures at them Neither M kasa or
the Fal se Born pay it m nd.

GARRI SON
(To Fal se Born)
Last playdate, M kasa got away. |
had these bars installed because |
know you need the hel p.

The Fal se Born hol ds her tongue as her tenperature boils.
GARRI SON
(To Fal se Born)

Do you think you can handle it?
could tie her down.

Garrison's hands talk with him
GARRI SON
(to Fal se Born)
Put in a noat with alligators?
Garrison gl ares.
GARRI SON
Do you need ne to put in a noat
with alligators?

FALSE BORN
No.

GARRI SON
Lord. Handl e this.

FALSE BORN
Yes ny Lord.

The Fal se Born hates her words. Garrison sml es.
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GARRI SON
Peachy.

Garrison struts down the hallway, he exits. Mkasa lies
with her back to the False Born. Silence fills the room

M KASA
How | ong?

FALSE BORN
What ?

M KASA
Till I"mout.

FALSE BORN

The cerenony is in a nonth.
Garrison won't let you run free
after, with all you know.

M kasa curls her body into a fetal position.

FALSE BORN
You lost your will. You could have
gotten away. Those Knights are
not hi ng conpared to Ninja.

M kasa doesn't react.
CUT TO
| NT. CASTLE ROOM - NI GHT

El i zabeth sits on her cot. The roomresenbles a prisoners
cell, with only cell bars absent. A small w ndow is cut
fromthe stone wall

El i zabeth tip toes to the window. She crouches in the
w ndow space. The wind howl s against the high walls.
El i zabet h studi es the height.

Atree rattles fromthe wind. She ponders its distance.

ELI ZABETH
Three. Two.

El i zabet h crouches; she prepares to spring out.

KNOCK. The door swi ngs open. Elizabeth stunbles, she turns
qui ckly.

GARRI SON
Maki ng the junp woul dn't be
i npossi bl e.

El i zabeth trenbles. Garrison glides so close to her that she
can feel his breath



GARRI SON
It would be the rescue. Spies

wat ch your every nove. The journey
to Lake Taka, plus the small arny

t hat guards your parents.

ELI ZABETH
| wasn't.

GARRI SON
Don't insult ne.

Garri son brushes her hair behind her ear.

GARRI SON
You could kill all those Knights by
yourself. But all it takes is one
to kill your parents. Al he has

to do is press a button.
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Garrison playfully pushes an imagi nary button.

GARRI SON
dick.

El i zabet h | ooks down.

Garri son

Garri son
the cot.

Garrison

Garri son

GARRI SON
The cell floor falls from under

their feet. They plunge into a bed
of spikes. Not even you are fast

enough.

SIGHS. He puts his arm across her back.

GARRI SON
Juvenile, | know Yet still. [
don't blame you for entertaining
t he i dea.

stands, Elizabeth stands with him

GARRI SON
You don't deserve the cruelty.
| need you. Wen this is over,
when everything is behind us.

sm | es.
GARRI SON
It would be favorable to have a
famly reunion
pats her back

GARRI SON
Get sone sl eep.

But

He | eads her to
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He cl oses the door behind him Garrison strolls past the
dimtorches that |ight the narrow hall way.

Eli zabeth sits on her cot, she clenches her fist.
A nmessenger approaches Garri son.

GARRI SON
Tell Smith he is off for the night.
She isn't goi ng anywhere.

MESSANCER
Yes Lord. King Garrison?

GARRI SON
' mlistening.

MESSANGER
We haven't got any |letters back
from Lake Taka.

GARRI SON
On | forgot, Patton usually does
it. Tell Smth to wite another
letter.

MESSANGER
Smith wites the letters?

Garrison S| GHS.

GARRI SON
What is nore cost effective?
Mai ntai ning the safety of her
not her and father or paying a
hal fway decent witer?

I NT. PALACE OF TRI CELES- DAY

Garrison | ounges on his throne with the Fal se Born behind
him The palace is enpty. Garrison reads through letters.

GARRI SON
All is in order. The cerenony wll
be a breeze.

Garri son addresses the Fal se Born.

GARRI SON
The Ninja Grl?

FALSE BORN
Silent, not eating.

GARRI SON
A tragedy for her, isn't it?

Garrison has a wicked smle
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GARRI SON
Gve ne a letter

The Fal se Born brins with enoti on.

FALSE BORN
Thank you, Lord. Please excuse ne.

GARRI SON
Sure, sure. Check on her first.

The Fal se Born bows. She exits behind the throne.

CUT TO
| NT. GARRI SON' S DUNGEON - DAY
The Fal se Born paces the hallway. The False Born halts
abruptly. She focuses her ears. Hushed words cone from
M kasa's cell. The Fal se Born dashes to the cell.

FALSE BORN
VWho' s t herel

Arat is heard as it scurries away. Mkasa sits wth her
back against the wall, the wi ndow above her. Mkasa is
starved, her checks are sunken, her hair matted.

FALSE BORN
Talking to the rats?

The Fal se Born smrks. She throws a bag to M kasa.

FALSE BORN
Eat, or 1'll nmake you. Understand?
The Fal se Born scans the cell. Her face drops when she

studi es M kasa. The Fal se Born turns.

M KASA
Wai t .

The Fal se Born |i stens.

M KASA
Pl ease stay. Alittle.

The Fal se Born studies M kasa. She sighs.

FALSE BORN
More interesting than rodents?

M kasa nods.
FALSE BORN

| have to wite. But then I'm
gone.
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M KASA
Thank you.

CUT TO
I NT. GARRI SON' S DUNGEON - AFTERNOON

M kasa hasn't noved. The False Born sits outside the cell,
with a snmall wooden desk in front of her. She toils with her
letter. A snmall candle illum nates the desk.

The Fal se Born wites in silence.

M KASA
Who are you witing to?

The Fal se Born takes her time to answer M kasa.

FALSE BORN
My parents.

M KASA
Do you get to see then?

FALSE BORN
No. But | wite.

M KASA
Do they wite back?

FALSE BORN
They live in a small town south of
the eastern gate of Triceles. Near
Lake Taka, takes them a week.

M KASA
| have a letter from ny nother
She can't wite back. You m ss

t hent?
FALSE BORN
Yes.
M KASA
WIl you ever see then?
FALSE BORN
After the war starts again, | hope

Garrison all ows ne.
A pause, then M kasa conti nues.

M KASA
What is your name?

FALSE BORN
El i zabet h.
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M KASA
El i zabet h?

ELI ZABETH
Only ny parents call nme that.

El i zabeth stands up. She folds her letter, nods to M kasa.

M KASA
Thank you, Elizabeth.

Eli zabeth is taken aback for a nonent. She hides it from
M kasa.

CUT TO
EXT. CEREMONY CGROUNDS - LATE AFTERNOON

Qutside Garrison's grand pal ace are the cerenony grounds.
The area is laid with marble. A raised stage addresses the
grounds. Massive stone pillars hold up the stage's roof.

The stage is white, but has gold designs that outline the
st age.

Garrison's palace sits across a grass lot fromthe stage.
The pal ace bal cony overl ooks the grounds.

The grounds thensel ves are separated down the mddle, split
into two sections. On the right are the Sanmurai, and the
left the Ninja.

There are a hundred people on each side. Elite nenbers of
each clan stand to the front of the stage. Knights stand
guard.

Garrison is in the mddle of the stage, he faces the crowd.
Garrison begins his speech.

GARRI SON
Twenty-one years ago the elites of
Oneum , Dounine, and Tricel es net
with the intention of ending the
war. A treaty was created that
woul d award a victor.

Garrison gestures to the crowd as his words boom

GARRI SON
It's nmy pleasure to announce that
the conditions of the treaty have
been met. We have a victor.

Garrison raises his hand to the pal ace bal cony. The crowd
turns.

GARRI SON
Fromthe | and of Oneum .
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M kasa stands on the balcony. Mkasa is sickly, but is too
far fromthe crowd for any of themto notice.

Behi nd her, hidden fromthe crowd is Elizabeth. She hol ds
her sword out to M kasa threateningly.

ELI ZABETH
Wave.

M kasa waves to the crowd.

GARRI SON
M kasa Um !

M kasa hears the roars fromthe crowd. Garrison listens to
the split reactions fromthe crowd, half protest and half
cel ebrat e.

ELI ZABETH
Back i n.

M kasa steps back fromthe crowd's view Elizabeth ties her
to the inner part of the balcony. Elizabeth observes the
crowmd fromthe bal cony.

The crowd quiets; faces turn to the stage.

GARRI SON
| ask the | eaders of Douni ne and
Oneum to the stage. Please accept
Steerforth and Takeshi .

STEERFORTH and TAKESHI clinb the steps to the stage.

Steerforth is a brawny-sized man. Because of his good shape
he | ooks younger than a sixty-four year-old.

Takeshi is older, seventy-seven. He wears noble cloth.
Wi nkl es sag his skin.

GARRI SON
As stipulated, the winning country
establ i shes | aws that the | osing
clan nmust obey. |If they fail to
obey these mandates, war will break
out, with Triceles aiding the
wi nni ng cl an.

Garrison pauses for effect, then gestures at Takeshi.
GARRI SON
Takeshi, the first |aw agai nst
Douni ne?

Takeshi is calm He rubs his chin in thought. Garrison is
anxi ous.

Takeshi steps forward.
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TAKESHI
| have heard that the Sanurai have
a secret way of cooking venison. A
way that gives a succulent taste to
t he deer.

Garri son stands confused.

TAKESHI
In Oneum, we fish. But every once
inawilel wuld Ilike to have
Some veni son

Garrison steps back.
TAKESH
The mandate we enforce upon Douni ne
is that they have to hand over
their recipe for cooking venison.
Garrison's nouth hangs open.

TAKESHI
Is that all owed Garri son?

Garri son nods.

The crowd cheers. Garrison steps forward, he escapes from
shock.

GARRI SON
Why are you squandering your
chance!

STEERFORTH

It will be hard to rebuild the bond
bet ween Samurai and Ninja. Over
time we will eradicate the hate.

Garrison | ooks blankly at them

TAKESHI
There was no way for us to set
asi de our hate until soneone's
courage forced us.

Garrison boils.

GARRI SON
VWho? Who was it!

?
Garri son!

Garrison turns to the voice. Anpongst the crowd of Sanur ai
is a man wearing a raccoon hat.

GARRI SON
How?
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The crowd clears a circle around Crow. He glares at
Garrison with eyes sharper than steel.

GARRI SON
You' re dead! | burned your body!

CROW
You burned ny brother's body.

Garrison's eyes open wide. He signals to the bal cony,
El i zabeth uses a netal wire to swftly propel down the
pal ace wal | .

Crow steps out to face Elizabeth. Once Elizabeth reaches
t he ground, she draws both of her swords then charges Crow

Kni ghts nove forward to apprehend Crow. The Ninja and
Sanmurai draw their weapons; they threaten the Knights. The
Kni ghts cower back

ELI ZABETH
You' re dead!

CROW
El i zabet h!

El i zabeth stops in her tracks. Crow holds out a pile of
old, worn letters. Elizabeth inspects the letters.

ELI ZABETH
Those are ny letters! How did you
get those?

Crow throws the letters to Elizabeth which she catches.
CROW
| paid a visit to your famly near
Lake Taka.

El i zabeth glares with the eyes of a predator.

ELI ZABETH
What did you do to themn

CROW
| paid ny respects.

ELI ZABETH
VWhat !

CROW

Al'l your letters have been sent to
an address that doesn't exist.
Your parents are dead, |'msorry.

ELI ZABETH
How do you know t hi s!
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CROW
M kasa saw t he address on your
letter.

Tears flow from El i zabet h.
ELI ZABETH
Wait! No! How do you know ny nane?
How did you know to go to Taka?
CROW
The rats M kasa talks to are
actually pretty hel pful.
Ti go pops out fromunder Crow s vest.
Tigo gives a playful wave to Elizabeth.
CROW
M kasa t hought of the whole plan
when she saw ny brother's body.

El i zabeth takes a few seconds to process this. Her face
turns fromdenial to hate.

ELI ZABETH
Garri son!

El i zabeth and the crowd turn to the stage. Garrison is
gone.

ELI ZABETH
Hi de fromne all you want!

El i zabeth | eaps to the stage, then runs off.

Crow squints at the balcony. He rushes into the pal ace.
CUT TO

| NT. PALACE OF TRI CELES- SUNSET

Crow rushes into the enpty pal ace. He scales the stairs,
t hen dashes through roons at a frantic rate.

M kasa is on the balcony. She bites at the rope that binds
her.

Crow sprints up another flight of stairs.
M kasa chews on the rope, it |oosens.

CROW
M kasa!

M KASA
Cr o
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Crow hears her voice as he turns a corner. He spots her
tied to the balcony. Mkasa frees herself fromthe rope,
she runs to Crow.
Crow enters so fast that he can't slow down. M kasa junps
up into his arns. She waps her legs around his hips. Crow
stops at the edge of the bal cony.

M kasa and Crow share a powerful kiss. The crowd bel ow
gazes up

As the two kiss on the bal cony, cheers can be heard. The
two separate for a nmonent to smle, then kiss again.

CUT TO
| NT. SECRET PATH - NI GHT

Garrison hurries through a secret path dimy lit by his
torch. He is al one.

Garrison reaches a wooden door. He opens it to enter a
small circular room Elizabeth sits at a table dimy lit by
two candl es.

She reads through books on the table, Garrison's books.

Garrison stops in shock with the door ajar. He stares at
El i zabet h.

ELI ZABETH
Been working the nunbers for hours.
There's no choice. | have to nake

sonme cuts.
El i zabet h shuts the book. She slowy unsheathes her sword.
CUT TO
EXT. SUVANA BEACH - DAY
Crow sits in the sand of the warm beach, bright fromthe
sun's light. H's sandals rest beside him He digs his feet
into the warm sand.

CROW
AHHH,

Ti go | ounges under a tiny unbrell a.

Crow turns to M kasa.

M kasa is restored to her forner beauty. She glides to
Crow, her feet are gentle against the sand. She has a bl ue
sunhat .

Crow smles with his heart; Mkasa returns the favor.

CREDI TS ROLL
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EXT. SNOW TOP - DAY

Snow bl ankets the nountain. C ouds hide the sky. Al is
whi t e.

A Ninja stands in the snow. She wears a dark blue jacket.
Her bl ack scarf waps around her neck three tines over.

Forty years have barely touched her soft skin.
She rustles through her jacket. Her mask falls slightly,
it's Katsum . She pulls out three pieces of paper. She
stares at them

CUT TO
EXT. DEAD SH P - DAY

A tall ship fights choppy water. The crew hurries to
control the ship.

A pirate is behind the wheel. The pirate is an ex-Ni nja.
Tribal tattoos claw their way up his shaved head. The
twenty-seven year-old is short, five-five

He takes three pieces of paper fromhis coat pocket. He
hol ds t hem agai nst the wheel .

TAO
Com ng for ya M kal

CUT TO
I NT. TAVERN - NI GHT

The tavern has many open seats. Men drink in silence.
Their heads turn to a wonen dressed i n bl ack.

This twenty-three year old stonps to the bar. Her clothes
reveal her luscious body. She snatches three pieces of
paper from her bra.
She holds themto the bartender.
W TCH

I"mterribly lost. Could you point

me in their direction?
The bartender studies the papers.
Each paper is a sketch, a portrait.

Crowis on the left paper, Tigo in the mddle, and M kasa on
t he right.

W TCH
This one in particul ar.

The WTCH S finger hovers over Tigo' s sketch
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