USELESS KNOW.EDGE
"Doubl e Landl ocked"
A Single Canera Limted Series Pilot
By Alan Wgl ey



I NT. PUB - NI GHT

MEN cl og the bar. WOMEN CHATTER. A burly GENTLEMAN preps a
m crophone on stage. A teenaged-3 RL takes tickets.

The | oom ng thundercloud that is ARNOLD BENNETT, 50’s, sits
by hinmself. He | ooks towards the gentl eman on stage.

This man is JACKO, 30's, an audaci ous Londoner.

JACKO
Good evenin’ everybody! And wel cone
to the June edition of the nonthly
pub quiz series 'ere at the Tavern.
| " m Jacko, ya qui zmaster. Thanks
for avin ne.

TEAM MEMBERS t ake their seats. Arnold organizes his scratch
paper .

JACKO
A qui ck run down of the rules
before we start then. Rule nunber
one: The qui zmaster is always
right. I’'ll say it again. The
qui zmaster is always right.

The CROWD JEER

JACKO
Settle down you lot. Rule nunber
two: Please turn off all cel
phones, i Phones, Bl ackberry’'s, or
any ot her electronic devices ya nay
"ave on ya. If I catch any of you

cheatin’, that’ Il be the end of
your evenin’ . |’ma nean bastard,
trust ne.

Jacko | ooks at a TEAM just off stage, as if to inply he wll
keep an extra eye on them

The team LAUGHS hysterically.
BALDI NG MAN
| was only checkin’” the rugby score
Jacko! Honest!

Arnol d raises his enpty pint to a young BARMAID. Hi s gesture
i s quickly acknow edged.



JACKO
Rul e nunber three: There are four
strict toilet breaks after each
round. |If ya need to get sone booze
out ya kidneys at any point durin’
the quiz, please do it at one of
t hese desi gnated breaks. And,
furthernore | adi es and gents,
remenber that England has j ust
enforced a new cigarette rule

The crowd GROANS.

JACKO
Oh shut it you lot! If ya need a
snoke, please do it at one of these
toilet breaks, please do it
out si de, and pl ease be no | ess than
ten feet away fromthe building

Arnol d puts his cigarettes away, takes a swig fromhis new
ale. It LEAKS over his chin.

JACKO
Rul e nunber 4. Each team nust have
a scriber, to be responsible for
jottin® down your answers. The
scri ber nust also put their nane on
t he answer sheet. And please, for
fuck sakes, do not elect the doctor
on your teamto fulfill this
position. I'’msick '"n tired of
tryin to deci pher answers that
| ook as though they were penned by
a two year ol d!

Jacko | ooks towards a freckled MAN at the back.

FRECKLED MAN
Best nedi cal penmanship in Britain
Jacki e boy!

Arnold wites his nane on the first answer sheet.

JACKO
And, lastly, rule nunber five: If
at any point throughout the evenin’
you are confused with any of these
rul es, just renmenber to revert back
to the nost inportant rule of the
lot. Rule nunmber 1: The Quiz Master
is always right. What did | say
fol ks?



CROND
The qui zmaster is always right!

JACKO
Oh, you're an intelligent bunch.
X...are we ready then?

The crowd RUMBLES back. Arnold gets confortable.

JACKO
First question: Wiat is the world's
ol dest surviving republic?...Wat
is the world s ol dest surviving
republic?

Teans put their heads together.

Arnold only needs a few seconds, before confidently witing
down his answer.

JACKO
Question nunmber two: What island
chain takes its name fromthe
Spani sh neani ng ' | ow sea?’ ... Wat
i sland chain takes its nanme from
t he Spani sh nmeaning ' | ow sea?’

Again, Arnold only needs the shortest of nonents to conjure
up his answer.

TOWY, 40’'s, behind the bar, shakes his head in disabelief
at Arnold’ s distinctive tal ent.

LATER
Arnol d stands on stage besi de Jacko.

JACKO
Ladi es and gents, your four tine
consecutive chanpi on, who won this
thing all by hinself once again,
m ssing only two questions all
ni ght, and makin the rest of ya
| ook |Ii ke a bunch o' nuppets, M.
Arnol d Bennett!

The crowd APPLAUD t he chanpion. A few MEN give hima
st andi ng ovati on.

Arnol d accepts his prize; a bottle of chanpagne.
LATER

BARMAI DS wi pe tabl es. Jacko breaks down sound equi pnent.



Arnold is at the bar, studying the bottle of chanpagne.

ARNOLD
(to Tonmy)
You need to stop handi ng out the
shit stuff Tommy. It’s bad business
for you eh.

TOMW
(I'rish accent)
What are you on about ?

ARNCLD
A bottle of Munm Cordon Rouge NV
VWhat this bile cost you? Ten quid a
case? You're a nice guy Tommy don’t

get me wong. But, | think it’s
safe to say your a tight bastard as
wel | .

TOMW

Fuck off! Cost me a good eighty
that did. That’'s top of the |ine
stuff.

ARNCLD
Wong. If that were the case |I’'d be
hol ding a bottle of Alfred Gatien
or sonet hing. Look at the D-cup air
bubbles in this piss...

TOMW
VWhat about then?

ARNOLD
See how they just kind of bust out
and run for the surface? They can’'t
wait to get the hell out of
there. Good chanpagne is delicate,
slow, subtle, in no big bastard
hurry to get anywhere because
they’'re loving the journey so nuch.
Don't try to bullshit me ny an, |
know ny al cohol .

TOMWY
That’s the problemw th you
Arnie...you seemto know far too
nmuch.

Arnol d LAUGHS. Jacko strides over



JACKO
That’s me Tommy. Thanks for *avin
us again, yeah.

TOMWY
Good on ya lad. G and perfornance
toni ght. You were extra special.

JACKO
Cheers.

He extends his hand to Arnol d.

JACKO
VWl |l done, nmate. Again.

ARNCLD
Thank you, Jack. Good range of
questions tonight. You re getting
better.

JACKO
Cheeky git. | dunno if | should
genui nel y congradul ate ya or fee
fuckin sorry for ya. Wien was the
|ast tinme you got |aid?

ARNCLD
| s that question part of the quiz?
What can | w n?

JACKO
Do you know that |’ve hosted over
two hundred qui zzes around the
country, 'n |I’ve never nmet a bl oke
with a brain filled with nore
usel ess shit than you?

ARNCLD
Quess it’'s not so usel ess afteral
Jack.

JACK- O

| guess not mate, no. You shoul d
really consider takin these things
a bit nore seriously.

ARNCLD
How do you nean?

JACKO
|”ve got a cousin who lives in New
York, and | ast year his team



o JACKO .
finished fourth place at sone big

pub qui z conpetition.

ARNOLD
Fourth eh?...good for him Striving
for mediocrity | see.

JACK- O
Don’t be so quick to judge, nate.
He won a chunk "o cash. Look it up.
Can’t imagin’ what the grand prize
is. See ya Tonmy.

He turns for the door.

TOMWY
(to Arnol d)
You know. .. he’'s nentioned that
shite to ne before.

ARNOLD
Ment i oned what ?

TOMW
That big tournanment in New York
His cousin tried ta get himover
there ta host it a couple years
back. He turned it down. He needed
ta audition.

ARNOLD
Audi ti on?

TOMW
Yea, it's big stuff. Apparently al
the buzz in Septenber. Supposed ta
be quite the big deal for the
Wi nning team 1’ ve never | ooked
into it though.

ARNOLD
|”ve never heard of it...

He takes the final GUZZLE from his gl ass.

EXT. ARNOLD S HOUSE - N GHT

Arnol d staggers to the front door of his nodest bungal ow.



I NT. ARNOLD S KI TCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

| RENE, 40's, studies a pile of docunents at the table. She
doesn’t | ook at Arnold when he shuffles in.

Arnol d checks the kettle. It’s hot.

| RENE
wel | ?

ARNCLD
Yep.

| RENE

How many is that now?

ARNOLD
Jacko said four, but |I think he
m ssed one.

| RENE
Five in a row t hen?

ARNCLD
|’ mnot really counting.

| RENE
Of course you’'re not.

Arnold smles. Hs wife | ooks at him

| RENE
Mar k rang agai n.

Arnol d preps his tea bag.

| RENE
| said Mark rang agai n.

ARNOLD
| heard you the first tine.

| RENE
No, you didn’t. You chose to ignore
me because you heard the name Mark.

Arnold stirs, takes a quick sip. He burns his lip.

ARNCLD
Ahh! . .. Shit!



| RENE
What’ve | told you about that?

ARNOLD
Can you rem nd ne, lrene?

| RENE
You can renenber the nane of the
| ake that splits Bolivia and Peru,
but you can’t renenber to sl ow down
when you drink your tea?

Arnol d LAUGHS

ARNOLD
That was a good night. Can’t
believe | got that one. | was on

top formeh?
He heads for the hallway.

| RENE (0.YS)
Life’s just fun and ganmes for you
Arn, isn't it?

ARNCLD

No, Irene. The fun and ganes j ust
gi ve ne one.

| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - DAY

SUPER TI TLE: NEW YORK CI TY, NEW YORK

MARK, |ate 20’s, sleep deprived, rests his head against the
wal | .

A m ddl e-aged NURSE sticks her head out the door.

NURSE
Mar k Bennett ?

HOSPI TAL HALLWAY
Mark follows the nurse through the jungle of scrubs.

NURSE
It’s very inportant to know that if
she awakens M. Bennett, she may
not remenber who you are. Pl ease
under stand that.



MARK
(English accent)
Is that rare?

NURSE
In your wife's condition M.
Bennett, no.

MARK
She’s not ny wife.
NURSE
Oh, I"msorry. | just assuned.

They stop at a room The nurse opens the door for him

HOSPI TAL ROOM

A young, bruised and wounded WOVAN | i es unconsci ous. A heart
nmoni t or BEEPS regul ary.

Mark stands at the end of the bed. He studi es her.

MARK
Laur a?
No response.
MARK
Laur a?
No response.
MARK

It’s me, babe. It’s Mark.
Hi s phone VI BRATES. It reads: DAD.

He ignores it.

I NT. ARNOLD S CAR - DAY
Par ked curbside, Arnold flip shuts his cell phone.
On the RADIO, a cheery MALE VO CE kicks in.

DJ (V. O RADI O
It’s that tinme of the day again
folks. Get ya nobiles out and ya
t hunbs ready. The first caller with
the correct answer wins tickets for



DJ (V. O RADI O
two for Paul MCartney’ s coneback
tour at a venue nearest you.

Arnol d puts his cell away, but listens in.

DJ (V. O RADI O
Ckay, here it is. It’s a geography
one. I'll only ask it once..

Arnol d turns up the VOLUME

DJ (V. O RADI O
What country’s flag is the only

flag in the world with a bible on
it?

Arnol d starts the engine as he thinks.

DJ (V. O RAD O
Yes! Jeanine. You are the first
caller. | asked what country’s flag
is the only flag in the world with
a bible on it? Do you have the
ri ght answer for us, Jeanine?

A young, perky VO CE answers.

JEANI NE (V. O RADI O
| think I do yeah.

DJ (V. O RADI O
Go on then Jeanine...the airwaves
are all yours.

JEANI NE (V. O RADI O
s it Isreal?

Arnold LAUGHS. There's a dramatic SILENCE on the radio.

ARNCLD
Stupid bitch

DJ (V. O RADI O
No, Jeanine. That’'s the Star of
Davi d. But, thanks for calling.
Unl ucky.

Arnol d drives off, passing a small SHOE SHOP

10.
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| NT. SHCE SHOP - DAY
Only one CUSTOMVER, studying a pair of high heels.

| rene reads a magazi ne behind the checkout counter.

| RENE

Can | help you with those M ss?
CUSTOVER

Do you have these in black?
| RENE

W mght. Let ne have a little | ook

for you.

STORAGE ROOM
| rene stuggles to reach a shoe box.

From behi nd her, BRANDT, 30’s, helps out. He then enbraces
her, KISSES her neck.

| RENE
Ch, not now B. |’ve got a custoner
out si de wanting this col or.

BRANDT
Shhh. She can wait. 1’'Il only be a
sec.

| RENE

No, ny husband would "only be a
sec.” You could go all day.

BRANDT
Vel l, go and ask the custoner if
she’d like to join then.

| rene LAUGHS

| RENE
Dirty boy.

BRANDT
|"’mdefinitely not a boy when I'm
around you.

I rene turns, drops the shoe box. They KI SS.
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| RENE
What time is it?
BRANDT
Back o’ twel ve...why?
| RENE
Shit. | need to run to the post
of fice. Can you help the nice | ady
out si de?
BRANDT

|’ mthe boss here, Irene. You
answer to nme remenber..

| RENE
Crnon B. It’s inportant | get this
parcel off.

BRANDT

kay, but just this once.
He picks up the shoe box.
| rene heads out.

| RENE
And prom se ne you won't sleep with
her.

| NT. POST OFFI CE - DAY
Irene is served by the Scottish HELEN, 40’s.

HELEN
How s he enjoyi ng Anerica?

| RENE
"Enj oying" is not the correct word.
He’'s there for a very good reason.

HELEN
Ach, just a wee ranmmy of the male
ego. Nothin nore.

| RENE
| wish that was only the case
Hel en, trust ne. | don't think I’
ever forgive Arnold for what he did
to his own son.

Hel en TAPS a few buttons, and STAWMPS Irene’ s package.
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| RENE
My purse is a bit enpty today. You
guys do credit now, right?

HELEN
Aye, managenent just installed it
| ast week. G ve us a shot then.
Hel en enthusiastically sw pes Irene’ s card.
The Machi ne BEEPS. Card DECLI NED

HELEN
That’ s not right.

She tries again. Card DECLI NED

HELEN
Ehm not sure what to do here
| rene.

| RENE

(frustrated)
Try this one.

Agai n, card DECLI NED

| RENE
That |ying bastard! I'Il have his
t hr oat !

EXT. USED CAR DEALERSHI P - DAY
Arnold is in m d- CONVERSATI ON wi t h FREDDY, 50’s.

FREDDY
...ahh, | coulda sworn it had
something to do with that old New
York Worl d Newspaper sponsoring the
series back in the nineteen -
thirties, hence, The Wrld
Series...

ARNOLD
No, that’s just a myth in
Anerica...an untraceabl e anecdote
derived from nowhere really, trying
to cover up the fact that the Yanks
actually are that arrogant
afterall.



FREDDY
The bastards! | knew it!

ARNOLD
However, it was The Spal di ng CGui de
of America, another publication of
the sanme period, that naned it the
"Worl d Chanpi onship Series" or
sonethin’ like that...in the hope
that other nations |like Australia
and Britain would soon play and
beconme rivals. None have though,
obvi ously.

FREDDY
And the name just stuck through
time?

ARNCLD
Yep. Precisely. It was a good
gquestion from Jacko. He al nost had
ne.

FREDDY
Ch, I'’msure he had you sweatin’
Arn. How the hell do you know all
this usel ess crap?

Arnol d LAUGHS

ARNOLD
You know Fred, you’'re that second
person since |ast night to use that
word. Jacko described it that way
t 00.

FREDDY
Eh?

ARNOLD
"Usel ess. "

FREDDY

Lets be honest mate, know ng al
these petty little facts isn’t
gunna get you anywhere...is it?

ARNCLD
No, nmaybe not...except five
consecutive wins, thank you very
much.

14.
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FREDDY
Alright M. Einstein, |'ve got a--

ARNCLD
No! | don’t call ne that. |
personal ly believe he's just a
touch overrated. Call me M. Kant.

FREDDY
Who?

ARNCLD
You' re joking. Immanuel Kant. The
ei ght eent h-century phil osopher from
Russi a. He was a geni us!

FREDDY
Fine. M. Cunt it is. I’ve a got a
trivia question for you..

ARNOLD
Go on then. Fire away.

FREDDY
There was an open spot on ny team
Saturday night...why'd you turn it
down?

ARNCLD
You’ ve got that snug-faced prick on
your team

FREDDY
VWho?

ARNCLD
He pays your wages.

FREDDY
Oh, lay off’imArn, he s just
stressed, that’'s all.

ARNOLD
Don’t make excuses for the twat.
He’s got an ego the size of the
Atl anti c.

FREDDY
So do you.

ARNOLD
So be it. But at least | get all ny
guestions right.
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FREDDY
Not all. Ya m ssed two ya derilect.

ARNOLD
How many did your team m ss?

FREDDY
If you were wth us we woul da
cl eaned up house. C non mate, play
with us next tine. | could use a
bit of glory in ny life right now.

ARNOLD
If I play with you lot I’'d be the
one doing all the work while the
rest of you get blattered, wth
t hat snmug-faced prick underm ni ng
me every single question.

FREDDY
But you do all the work by yourself
anyway, so what's the difference?

ARNCLD
| performbetter alone, that’'s the
di fference.

FREDDY
Does your wife feel the same way?

They bot h LAUGH

From across the lot, the snug-faced LYALL, md 40's, waves
for Arnol d.

ARNOLD
VWhat the hell does he want now?

I NT. LYALL’S OFFI CE - DAY

Lyall tries to be straight forward.

LYALL
Look, Arnold. | understand that--
ARNOLD
Don’t get all sentinental with ne
Lyall. Just tell ne. AmI? O aml

not ?



LYALL
It’s nothing personal Arn. Trust ne
pal, you re a good bloke. This is
happeni ng to everyone across the
country. Tinmes are shit.

ARNOLD
Good excuse Lyall. Spoken like a
true busi nessman. What about
Freddy?

keeps his nmouth shut.

ARNOLD
What about Freddy, Lyall?...COh,
this is unbelievable! You re
keeping himon aren’t you?

LYALL
His position isn’ t guaranteed
ei t her.

ARNOLD
No, but he gets to stay on | onger
cuz he’s your mate.

LYALL
You're nmy mate too, Arn. This is
tough for ne.

ARNOLD
No, I’'mnot you re mate. That’'s why
you can do this. You ve never |iked
me, Lyall. Wy Freddy? Honest!

LYALL
You want honest? Ckay Arnold, it’s
sinple...he’s sold nore cars than
you!

ARNOLD
What ?! You’re joking! The guy has
sold only two nore cars in the |ast
nmont h. There’s not hi ng between us.

LYALL
No, there isn’'t. Except those two
cars. I’mrunning a business here

Arn, and business is crap right

now. Look out ny wi ndow. ..do you
see one single fucking custonmer? My
options are very limted here.

17.
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ARNCLD
When | go, you bringing someone
el se in?

LYALL
Al 1 knowis | need to sell sone
cars. | need soneone good. Not
a...well, I won't say.

ARNCLD

No, ¢’ non Lyall. Keep up the
honesty buddy. You were doing well
t here.

LYALL
| need a professional. Not a
fucking | oser who stands around al
day talkin bullshit trivia.

ARNOLD
Maybe you shoul d consi der keepi ng
your mouth shut at the next quiz
and |l et Freddy do the tal king...you
m ght not finish |ast place.
Arnold smles a victorious smle.
LYALL
There’s the door Arnold.
I NT. ARNOLD S CAR - DAY

Arnold drives in SILENCE. He notices a bhill board.

EXT. ARNOLD S CAR

The bill board reads: DI SCOVERED YOUR TALENT YET? A smling
FACE under the words points directly at Arnold.

A phone nunber is also printed on the advertisenent.

| NT. ARNOLD S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Arnol d wat ches "Who Wants to be a MIlionaire."

ON T.V, CHRIS TARRANT, the host, asks a m ddl e-aged
CONTESTANT the quarter-MI1lion pound questi on.



TARRANT
Ckay Jim are you ready for the
next question?

JI'M
Absol utely.

TARRANT
For two-hundred and fifty thousand
pounds, with no life-lines left?

JIM
Let’s go for it, Chris.

Arnold turns up the VOLUVE, |eans in. The question is:

Tarr ant

TARRANT
As of this year, what country is
the leading lithiumnetal producer
in the world? Is it A Argentina?
B: Chile? C Bolivia? O D
Ser bi a?.

ARNCLD
Has to be Chile. Has to be. The
Sal ar de Atacama desert is known
for the stuff. Easy. C non Jim

JI'M
B. Chile. Final answer Chris.

ARNCLD
There ya go mate! Get in there.

| ooks at Jimhard. He’s about to SPEAK when..

| RENE (0. S)
You bastard! How coul d you?!

Irene KICKS the televison. It CRASHES to the ground.

Arnol d springs out of his armchair.

ARNOLD
What have you done you stupid
bi tch?! That cost me five hundred
qui d!

| RENE
And our weddi ng cost ny father
three tines that! |I’ve wasted ny

life with you, you pathetic shit!

She SLAPS her husband. Arnold grabs her hand.

19.



ARNOLD
Cet a grip Irene! Cal m down!
I rene SOBS.
ARNOLD
What’'s the matter? What’' s happened,
| rene?
| RENE
You happened.
ARNOLD
Is it Mark? | just rang himearlier
today. W'll talk soon. I'll make
t hi ngs right.
| RENE
You' Il never nmke things right
Arnold, that’s the problemwth
you.
ARNOLD

VWhat the hell have | done, |rene?
She | ooks up at him eyes soaking.

| RENE
You | ooked ne in the eye | ast week
and told ne you fixed things at the
bank...that everyting was squared
away.

ARNCLD
It is, Ilrene. It is. W're fine.

No response.

ARNOLD
lrene, we're fine.

| RENE
My God. Not only have you fucked up
your life, your son’s, and now

mne, you' re still as big aliar as
you’' ve al ways been. What did |
marry?

Arnold sits back in his armchair, speechl ess.

| RENE
You enbarrass nme in front of Hel en
today, and then I cone honme to find
this...

20.



She hands him an al ready opened envel ope.

In RED, a statement reads: HOUSE FORECLOSED | N 90 DAYS.

I NT. PUB - NI GHT
Arnol d tal ks to Tommy, who w pes gl asses.

TOMWY
Jesus Christ Arn. Wiy didn't you
just tell’ er?

ARNOLD
| thought | could get things al
squared away before she'd find out.
| hadn’t the slightest clue the
post office had upgraded.

TOMWY
C mon Arn eh? Irene’s no dunmb
shite. She’ da found out one way or
t he other, no?

ARNOLD
| was going to tell her about
getting the sack first. She m ght
have nustered up a little bit of
synpat hy for ne.

TOMW

Jesus! You got the sack? When?
ARNOLD

Today.
TOMW

Arn, I’msorry pal

Tomy POURS Arnol d anot her pint. He takes no noney.

TOMW
How nmuch you in the hol e?

ARNCLD
Is that inportant right now?

TOMWY
Maybe Jacko was tal kin’ nore sense
t han ya thought then...

21.



ARNOLD
How do you nean?

TOMWY
The other night, at the quiz. That
bi g tournanment in New York.

ARNOLD
You were really taking him
seriously? This is real life Tomy,

not a Disney film You know what
Jacko’s like. He tal ks the biggest
| oad of nonsense soneti nes.

TOMWY
Li ke he said Arn, don’t be so quick
to judge. That’s your biggest
probl em you know. . .

ARNOLD
| don’t judge you.
TOMW
Aye, | know. | give ya free pints

ya wee gobshite.

They LAUGH

ARNCLD
You honestly think it’s a good
i dea?

TOMWY
Arn, mate...never in ny sixteen
years of running this pub have
ever had a custoner who could win
every quiz showin the world if he
wanted to...so long as they don’t
throw a math’ s question your way,
that is.

ARNCLD
Gve it arest, it was only those
two questions. | was distracted by

t hat stunning new barmaid of yours.

TOVMWY
Aye, right’cha were. Geography’s
definitely your niche Arnie.

ARNOLD
| won’t tell fibs. I do knowthis
pl anet inside out, don't 17

22.
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TOMWY
O, comng to think of it...they
say that witers are just storage
cl osets jam packed with usel ess
i nformation.

ARNOLD
How do you nean?

TOVMWY
You ever thought about witing a
book?
Arnol d CHOKES on his swi g of beer.

ARNCLD
A book? About what exactly?

TOMWY
Your |ife maybe?

Arnol d LAUGHS.
ARNOLD
Tell me Tomry...what on earth could
t he human race learn fromne?
TOMW
You just answered your own question
Arn. You're filled with usel ess
shite. Why not nake sone actual use
of it?
| NT. ARNOLD S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Arnol d stares at his conputer nonitor.
He TYPES: "Witing your first novel"” into the search bar.
He SCROLLS through a witing website, quickly gets fed up.
CLI CKS back to the search engine..
TYPES: "New York pub quiz." TAPS the ENTER key.

The first link READS: "The International Pub Quiz
Chanpi onshi ps. Sign up your teamtoday"”

Arnol d CLICKS the Iink.
A bright YELLOW webpage. Arnold SCROLLS through the fine

text. Aline reads: MJUST BE A FI VE MEMBER TEAM NOT A PLAYER
LESS OR A PLAYER MORE
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The bottom READS: $100, 000 GRAND PRI ZE.

ARNOLD
Fuck ne.

I NT. PUB - NI GHT

MEN cl og the bar. WOMEN CHATTER. A hei ght-i npai red GENTLEMAN
preps a m crophone on stage. A teenaged-G RL takes tickets.

Lyall sits with a new TEAM Freddy with his. So to Brandt.
Arnold is by hinself again, scratch paper ready.

He doesn’t | ook towards the GENTLEMAN on stage, he | ooks
towards. . .

PETE ELSWT, 50’s, nmassive nose, sitting all by hinself too.

HEI GHT | MPAI RED GENTLEMAN
(al ot posher than Jacko)

Good evening all, and welcone to
the July pub quiz. 1"m Ted, your
qui zmaster for the evenin . Jacko
sends his utnost regards. He' s not
been feeling too hot this week, so
he’s asked nme to fill in. He warned
me about you |ot so..

The CROAD ROAR Arnold keeps an eye on Pete.

TED
Now, do | need to give a run down
of the rules? O are we all
famliar with the way Jacko runs
shop?

FREDDY
VWhat’' s rul e nunber one?

TED
Do | really need to answer that?

FREDDY
Rul e nunber one for Jacko is that
the qui zmaster is a prick n” he's
al ways wrong.

The crowd LAUGH hysterically. Pete smles, Arnold doesn’t.
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TED
Well, rule nunber one for ne is
that 1"mdefinitely always right.
CGot it?

FREDDY

Ri ght you are there Teddy boy!

TED
K...are we ready then?

The crowd RUMBLE back.

TED
Good luck to you all. Here we go.
Lets start off nice and easy. Wich
tenperature has the sane value in
both centigrade and farenheit?..
Wi ch tenperature has the sane
value in both centigrade and
farenhei t?

Not an easy start for Arnold. He struggles with his math.
Pete works out his figures with ease, jots down his answer.

TED
Question two: In the United States,
one quarter, two dines, three
ni ckel s, and four pennies equals
what? In the United States, one
quarter, two dines, three nickels,
and four pennies equals what?

Pete is off and running again. Arnold fidgets in his chair.
Tonmry wat ches hi m

TED

Question three: In what country
woul d you find the world s highest
active vol cano? In what country
woul d you find the world’ s highest
active vol cano? And, for a bonus
point...what is the nanme of this
vol cano?

Just what Arnold needed. A geography question.
LATER

Ted marks the [ ast answer sheet, heads to the m crophone.
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TED
Vell ny kinship...there’'s a saying
anongst us qui znmasters that if
there is a draw at the end of the
eveni ng, the qui zmaster has done
his job very well indeed.

FREDDY
In that case Jacko is shit then!

The crowd ROAR with LAUGHTER. Arnold stares at Pete.
TED
Wuld a M. Arnold Bennett and a
M. Pete Elswit nmake your way to
t he stage pl ease?

Pete hits the stage first.

FREDDY
(to Arnol d)
Go on Arn! Put the wanker in his

pl ace.
Arnol d acknowl edges Freddy as he shuffles towards the stage.
Lyal | watches him as does Brandt.
Ted pulls out a hat.

TED
keey dokey. Here's the rules. In
my hand | hold a hat. Inside this
hat are six categories on fol ded
paper: Filmand T.V, history,
sports, science and technol ogy,
math, and | astly, geography. Both
of you will pick a piece of paper,
and Tommy, our trustee host of the
evening, wll decide what category
| will originate the tie-breaking
guestion from Confused?

Bot h shake their heads.

TED
Terrific. M. Bennett, you first.

Arnol d pi cks.

TED
Qoohhh, science and technol ogy.

Pete takes his turn.



The cr owd
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TED
Ahhhh, the ever
popul ar. .. geography.

CHATTER. Freddy gives Arnold the thunbs up.

TED
Tomy ny good man. What will it be?

Tommy gl ances at Arnold, and smiles.

TOMW
Let’s go with geography, Ted.

TED
As you w sh good sir. M. Bennett
and M. Elswit...if you would be so

ki nd and skedaddl e back to your
seats please, thank you

Both nmen do as they're told. Arnold takes a deep breath.

TED
First player to raise his hand wll
get their answer read first. If

correct, you will be declared the
wi nner. |If wong, however, your
est eened opponent will have the

chance to take the honors of the
night. If both of you are wong, we
start all over again...understood
gent | enen?

Bot h nen nod.

The crowd

TED
That’'s settled then. Here we go.
Good | uck to you both.

are hooked.

BRUCEY
There are only two countries in the
worl d that are doubl e | andl ocked.
There are only two countries in the
worl d that are double
| andl ocked. .. nane them

Losing teans still participate.

Arnol d thinks hard. Very hard. Not too confident.



ARNCLD
(to Ted)
By doubl e | andl ocked you nean a
country that is--

TED
| don’t know M. Bennett. Wat do
mean?

He catches the quizmaster’s drift.
He | ooks at Freddy.
FREDDY
(whi speri ng)
Cnmon mate. This is a pile o' piss
for you.

Freddy PUWPS his fist. Arnold | ooks at Tommy.

He | ooks at Pete, who has his hand high in the air.

ARNOLD
Shit.

Arnol d takes a wild guess.
BRUCEY

That’s it chaps, let’s see your
answers.

28.

A BARMAI D coll ects the answer sheets, hands themto Ted.

TED
M. Elswit...your raised your hand
first. | asked what are the only

two doubl e-| andl ocked countries in
the world. One is in Central
Europe, and the other in Centra
Asi a.

Arnol d’ s eyes |ight up.

TED
You are absolutely correct with
Li echtenstein M. Elswit. But,
Af ghani stan is incorrect. Unlucky
my good man.

The crowd CHATTER. The TENSI ON could be cut with a knife.



TED
M. Bennett...you now have the
chance to steal the infanpus bottle
of chanpagne.

Ted reads his answer. ..

TED
Ladi es and gentl enen, your
unpr ecedent ed chanpi on of the
evening... M. Arnold Bennett!

The crowd ERUPT. Freddy runs to Arnold, bear hugs him

FREDDY
Fucki ng hell! Unbelievabl e! How the
hell did ya get that one, mte?!

ARNOLD
Just a wld guess, honestly.

FREDDY
Get out, stop windin us up. You
knew t he answer.

ARNOLD
| didn’t Fred, honestly. Those two
countries definitely don't have
beaches...they were the first ones
to cone to ny head.

FREDDY
You need hel p, Arn. You have a
serious problem
They LAUGH

Arnol d struts to the stage, accepts a bottle of ALFRED
GRATIEN. He turns immediately to Tomy.

Tommy smles back at him
LATER
BARMAI DS wi pe tables. Ted breaks down sound equi pnent.
Arnol d approaches Pete, at the bar.
ARNOLD
Congr adul ati ons on a fine second

pl ace finish

He extends his hand. Pete LAUGHS.

29.
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PETE
"1l happily take runner up behind
you, M. Bennett.

ARNOLD
Pl ease, don't flatter ne.

PETE
| ain"t. | know you ve won this
thing five tines. | came hear
tonight to try and beat ya.

ARNCLD
Toni ght makes six, acutally.

PETE
| apol ogi se sincerely.

ARNOLD
Don't nention it.

PETE
Can | buy you a pint?

ARNOLD
| was going to buy you one. Wiat a
conpetitor you were. Ted said you
didn’t mss a single question with
nunbers all night. You were the
only player in here to answer that
U. S currency question correctly.

PETE
| did struggle with it though, I
won't lie.

ARNCLD

Bul | shit.
They LAUGH. Arnold buys Pete a beer.

ARNOLD
So listen, Pete...you ever been to
New Yor k?

PETE

New Yor k? No. Wiy do you ask?

Arnol d takes a fervent SIP of his pint, and then leans in to
make his pitch

CUT TO BLACK:
END OF EPI SODE
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