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untitled short film

By Nolwen Cifuentes

int. waiting room – day

Casting Office.

Seven very similar teenage girls, wearing swimsuits, sit in a waiting room.

Focus on SOOKIE LYNN, a 16-year-old teenager.

sookie (v.o.)

I’ve been acting for a while. I used to be in community plays for a long time. A friend introduced me to my agent… 

int. interview office – day

Sookie Lynn and her parents, CLYDE LYNN and DEVINA LYNN speak into the camera.

Captions read: Sookie Lynn, actor. Parents: Clyde and Devina Lynn.

SOOKIE (cont’d)

…so that’s when I broke into, you know, real professional acting.

(Beat.)

It’s hard though, acting. It’s a tough, tough world you know.

clyde

But, we’ve always been there for her.

sookie

Yeah, my parents are what help me through everything. It’s great to have them. 

(To her parents)

To have you guys.

int. interview office – day

An elderly man, in his 70’s, NED RICHARDS, speaks into the camera.

Captions read: Ned Richards, actor.

Ned 

I’ve been acting professionally for, whew…

Beat. Ned thinks.

int. interview office – day

A handsome man in his thirties, FRANKIE LORNEZ, speaks to the camera with a big accent.

Captions read: Frankie Lornez, actor.

frankie

Acting’s been a huge part of my life. I’ve been in theatre since I was nine years old. I’ve starred in several movies back in my country. I came to Los Angeles about a year ago, and so far I’ve booked my own soap opera. 

int. interview office – day

A young, twelve year old boy, JOSEPH CARSON, and his mother, MADISON CARSON speaks into the camera.

Captions read: Joseph Carson, actor. Mother: Madison Carson.

madison

Well, we’ve been in the showbiz for like five years now! It’s crazy! It’s crazy stuff! But you never know, I mean with such talent and looks, you know, he’s destined to be a star. I mean, look at him!

Beat. Madison stares at her son. He smiles.

BLACKOUT: Title and credits.

int. waiting room – day

Casting Office waiting room with Sookie.

Sookie, dressed in a swimsuit, sits next to her parents.

clyde

We like to come with Sookie to all her auditions.

devina

We feel it empowers her, really, to do her best.

clyde

Yeah, give it her all, right sweetie?

sookie

Yeah, it really helps me to have my parents with me. I need my bubble. My bubble of space, so I can really get into my character, you know. And my parents really help me sustain that feeling.

clyde

In this audition, actually, it’s funny, she’s a swimmer.

devina

It’s funny because she used to be in her school’s swim team.

sookie

I used to swim a lot. So it’s a perfect part for me.

clyde

It’s a national commercial. Always a good opportunity.

sookie

I’m going to go in my bubble now. You know, try to get into my character. Be a swimmer at heart. I want to go into the room as a swimmer, not as myself, you know.

Sookie looks down as concentrates.

clyde

It’s her bubble. She needs to really concentr-

sookie

Clyde, I actually need complete silence…so…

clyde

Oh, sorry.

devina

(Whispers)

She’s going into her bubble now. Shhh.

int. casting office – day

Waiting room.

Madison and Joseph sit, surrounded by several other young boys and mothers.

Joseph reads over his sides quietly.

madison

Are you going to practice?

joseph

(haughtily)

I am…

madison

Because all the other boys are practicing and if you don’t practice, you’re not going to get the part.

joseph

Mom! I’m practicing!

madison

I don’t hear you. You need to practice out loud. It’s really not the same practi-

joseph

Mom, come on…

Madison smiles and laughs to a mother next to her.

madison

He doesn’t want to read out loud…it’s ridiculous.

int. interview room – day

Ned Richards speaks into the camera.

Ned

I would say that I get sent out to maybe three or four auditions a week. That’s not including callbacks or anything. I don’t have too much variety in my auditions.

int. casting office – day

Three casting directors sit at a desk. Ned walks in wearing a farmer’s outfit.

casting director 1

Hi. Stand at the mark. 

Ned stands with a big smile on his face. Casting director 1 begins to tape Ned.

casting director 1

Okay, we just need your profiles and slate.

Ned

Howdy! My name is Ned Richards my age is none of your business.

They all chuckle.

Ned shows his profiles.

casting director 1

Great! Just go ahead and read the line when you’re ready.

Ned breathes. He assumes the position of a farmer shoveling.

Ned

Golly! It sure is hot outside.

Beat. Ned stays in character.

casting director 1

Super! That was great. Nice meeting you.

Ned walks out and smiles.

int. casting room – day

Sookie stands in the casting room. The director stands next to a camera.

director

Okay, we just need a good couple strokes, and that’s it. It should be real quick.

sookie

Cool.

Sookie smiles and fidgets nervously.

The director throws Sookie over some goggles and a cap.

Director

Just go ahead and put those on, and you’ll be on your way.

Sookie puts on the goggles. She tries to put on the cap. It flies out into the middle of the room.

sookie

(Embarrassed)

Sorry…

Sookie runs to pick it up.

int. casting room – day

Ned stands in a casting room dressed as a farmer. Two ecstatic directors sit in front him.

estatic director 1

Okay!! So we just need a very farmer kind of attitude. Just read off the board here…

Ned looks over at a huge board with the words: ‘Jiminy Crickets, it’s hot out here.’

Ned

Jiminy Crickets! It’s hot out here!

int. acting class – day

Frankie and several other actors sit on the floor in meditating positions.

frankie (v.o.)

I love warm ups in my acting classes. It really refreshes me and helps me find my inner actor.

 CUT TO:

int. acting class – ten minutes later

Frankie and his classmates stand in a circle.

teacher

Energy ball time!

The class cheers.

teacher

Okay, just shake it out first.

The class shakes and jump up and down.

teacher

Alright, enough shaking. I start the energy ball, you guys know how it’s done.

The teacher makes a very strange sound and points to another actor. The actor makes yet another extremely strange sound and expression and points to a different actor. 

They continue this game for a bit.

int. casting room – day

Sookie makes desperate attempts to put on her swim cap. The director gets a little irritated.

int. waiting room – day

Casting Office with Madison and Joseph.

Madison looks at a boy next to her. She stares at his headshot.

The boy notices and looks at her. 

Beat. 

Madison notices the boy and laughs.

madison

I was just looking at your gorgeous headshot. Who’s your photographer?

boy

Uh…

madison

It’s just beautiful, the colors and highlights. Wow. Look at your eyes, it’s great.

Beat.

madison

Can I see it?

The boy nods shyly and hands Madison his headshot.

Without even giving a glance at the photo, she flips it around and reads his resume.

Madison nods and mumbles as she reads. She hands the headshot back to the boy.

madison

(to Joseph)

He’s not even SAG yet, no big competition.

int. casting office – day

Ned walks into yet another casting office, wearing the same farmer’s outfit.

A young director sits on a long couch.

young director

Hi. How are you? Okay, basically what we want here is just a farmer kind of guy. We’re just going to do a little improvisation. Basically, he’s working outside on his farm, and it’s kind of hot. So maybe he’s like “whew, it’s a hot day,” or something like that. Pretty simple.

Beat. Ned nods.

Int. acting class – day

Frankie and his classmates prance around the room to a drumbeat. 

The teacher sits on a chair pounding on a small drum.

teacher

Let the beat fill your soul. Concentrate on nothing else but the beat of the drum. Focus. Empty your minds.

int. interview room – day

Frankie speaks.

frankie

They just really help me focus. You need a lot of focus when you’re trying to really get into your character.

int. acting class – day

Frankie and one other actor stare at each other, very intently. 

Beat.

Frankie raises his hand slowly and the actor copies his movement. 

int. casting office – day

Sookie tries to put the cap on, it flies off again. 

She tries again. It fits! The director sighs in relief.

director

Alright, we just need some strokes. So I guess you can start with freestyle.

Sookie nods. She turns to the side and begins freestyle strokes.

int. photography studio – day

CLOSE on Ned smiling. A photographer takes his pictures.

His cell rings. He picks it up.

frankie

Hey! How are you?…okay, hold on…

Frankie grabs a day planner and a pen from his bag.

frankie

Alright…what time?…okay…what’s the part for?…

Beat.

frankie

…A farmer…okay…yeah, no problem…

int. room – day

Frankie’s soap opera.

Frankie and a good-looking woman stare at each other.

frankie

How could you?

woman

I can’t explain it. My heart only beats for him.

Frankie stares deep into her eyes.

woman

I love him.

The woman leaves. Frankie stares at her in sorrow.

int. interview room – day

Frankie speaks.

frankie

Acting is so much about the eyes.

Frankie glares at the camera.

frankie (cont’d)

You bring all your emotion and character through your eyes.

Frankie gazes into the camera.

int. casting office – day

Sookie performs her back stroke.

int. casting waiting room – day

Madison waits by herself with several mothers around her. She smiles at a mother next to her.

madison

How old is your son?

mother

(very quietly)

Thirteen.

madison

Quite an age. Is that his headshot?

The mother nods.

madison

Can I see it?

The mother holds it out, with a firm grip. Madison tries to grab it, but the mother’s grip is too strong.

Madison lets go and smiles.

madison

How long has he been acting?

mother

A while.

madison

Yeah, me and my son moved out to L.A. from Washington. For acting purposes. He’s an amazing actor, casting directors just love him.

The mother grins and nods.

madison

Yep. Yep. He’s already booked three commercials. Can you believe that?!

The mother nods, trying to ignore her.

Beat.

Madison fidgets uncomfortably. Joseph walks out of the casting room. Madison runs up to him.

madison

How was it?

joseph

Pretty good.

Madison

That’s all? It wasn’t great?

joseph

They said they liked me.

madison

Are you sure? How did they say it? Did they smile? Did they laugh?

Int. casting room – day

Sookie performs breast stroke.

int. interview room – day

Madison and Joseph speak.

madison

It’s definitely anything but easy. I think it’s worth the trouble though.

Joseph nods.

madison

Sometimes Joseph doesn’t want to commit his whole into it, but you know, you have to. You have to practice everyday, all the time. If you don’t, there are other kids out there doing the same. Right, Joe? Practice makes perfect!

Joseph nods.

int. public bathroom – day

Madison and Joseph practice.

joseph

(Reading his script)

Listen Terri, I really like you and I really want to go to the dance with you.

Beat.

madison

You have to keep your face out of the script. You’re reading.

jospeh

I’m not rea-

madison

I’m watching you…you’re reading. You need to keep your face out of the script. Let’s try it again.

joseph

Listen Terri, I like you and –

madison

Doesn’t it say really?

Madison snatches the script.

madison

It says, I really like you. You can’t skip that! Every word is a life or death situation.

int. interview room – day

Ned speaks.

Ned

I don’t get the vastest variety of auditions, but it’s really a way to keep me going. Some people exercise or join a choir…I act! I love it.

int. casting room – day

Waiting room.

Ned sits, wearing another farmer outfit, with several other old farmers around him.

int. interview room – day

Frankie speaks.

frankie

Acting really keeps me strong. It connects me to my inner self. It’s a passion I have. It keeps me so connected and in touch with the world. It’s kind of spiritual almost.

int. casting waiting room – day

Frankie waits. A casting director comes out and greets him.

They walk in the casting room.

int. casting room – cont’d

Frankie and the casting director walk in. Another director sits behind a camera.

The casting director rolls the camera.

casting director

Name please.

frankie

Hi. My name is Frankie Lornez.

casting director

Profiles.

Frankie does his profiles with a goofy smile on his face.

casting director

When you’re ready.

Frankie breathes in deeply.

frankie

Have you tried Super Fruity Juice yet? It has a taste that BLOWS your mind! With NO sugar, TONS of calcium and nutrients to fill your body, Super Fruity Juice is a MUST! If you haven’t tasted the EXPLODING flavor of Super Fruity Juice…you’re missing out!

Beat. Frankie freezes with a corny smile.

int. interview room – day

Sookie, Clyde and Devina speak.

sookie

Acting…it’s just fun.

They all chuckle.

devina

She loves acting.

cylde

We hope one day…you never know…

devina

Fame. Success. 

sookie

Well, I don’t know. Hopefully.

clyde

She’s going to college with the money she makes from acting.

They all nod.

sookie

It’s really not about money though.

clyde/devina

Right, right.

sookie

It’s just about acting.

int. casting room – day

Sookie stands with her cap and goggles removed. She shakes the director’s hands.

She walks towards the door.

director

Crap! I forgot…I forgot butterfly stroke. I’m sorry.

Sookie walks back in.

director

We’ll just do that really quickly.

Beat.

director

…you have to put the cap back on.

Sookie looks at the director in disbelief.

the end













