Death. Tinme. Space. Natural elenments of existence to which
all human life nmust succunb...until now. After a forbidden
excavation unl ocks dormant enchantnents in Africa, THE
CRADLE OF CI VI LI ZATI ON, an eccentric group of individuals
will conme together to defend humanity fromnew threats.
They’ ve cheated death. They’ ve weat hered tine. They’ ve
mast ered space. They are..
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FADE | N:
SUPER: SOQUTHWEST TEXAS, "The Dusty Borders"..

EXT. GAS STATI ON, PARKI NG LOT -- N GHT

A truck pulls off the highway and parks at the service
station.

VINOC, late 30s, EXITS the truck and scans the surroundi ng
area. ..

SUPER: Vi noc, THE REBEL SOLDI ER

| NT. GAS STATI ON -- CONTI NUOUS

We see several ’'local’ PATRONS, drinking coffee and reading
magazi nes as Vinoc shops the food aisle..

Turning his head, Vinoc notices a watching patron, talKking
under his breath..

REVEAL: Concentrating, Vinoc’s enhanced hearing eavesdrops
on the patron’ s hidden earpiece..

RADI O VA CE
(mout hi ng)
Negative. You' re standing on a gas
well. Let himwal k.

Appr oachi ng the checkout stand, Vinoc sets a bag of trai
mx and a lighter on the counter...

VI NOC
War m ni ght .

CASHI ER
Mmph.

REVEAL: Vinoc drops a five dollar bill on the table. As the
annoyed cashi er reaches for the noney, Vinoc spots the
M LI TARY TATTOOS nostl y-hi dden under his sl eeves.

Vi noc studies the mrror above the checkout stand and
catches the rest of the locals watching himintensely.

VI NOCC
Do you sell amrunition here?

( CONTI NUED)
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CASHI ER
Ammuni ti on?

VI NOC
Snells |like gun oil here.

The unappreci ative cashier coldly hands Vinoc his change.

REVEAL: We see the cashi er’s HANDGUN under neath t he checkout
counter.

SCOFFI NG, Vi noc | eaves and approaches his truck parked by
the gas punps as the cashier glares at himfrominside.

REVEAL: The | ast real patrons |eave the service station in
t hei r aut onobi | es.

Openi ng the truck door, Vinoc w nks at the cashier.

CASHI ER
Stand down ny ass! | had friends in
T oma.

EARPI ECE PATRON
Thonpson!

The cashier grabs his firearmand darts outside in
pursuit...

EARPI ECE PATRON
W&’ re novi ng!

The other ’patrons’, revealing their guns, follow the
cashi er outside...

Their guns drawn, the nen ease closer to the truck as the
crouchi ng cashi er opens the passenger-side door..

REVEAL: W see a bl ue powder covering the passenger seat, on
fire!

CASHI ER
Move!

The gunmen scatter fromthe gas station..
The fire safely dies out as the powder disintegrates.

From a safe vantage point, Vinoc, crouching, rises to his
feet as he watches the frustrated cashier bel ow. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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VI NOCC
(softly)
And | had famly there, soldier

Turni ng away, Vinoc heads on-foot into the rugged Texas
wi | der ness.

SUPER: SOVEWHERE | N EAST ASI A. ..

EXT. BU LDI NG ROOFTOP -- THE NEXT DAY

XI XEN, 30s, glares at the city buildings and the citizens
bel ow. . .

REVEAL: In his open hand, we see an African nedallion with a
Mandarin engraving on it.

KETUR, 50s, joins Xi Xen, closing his hand quickly...

KETUR [ I N MANDARI N|
Enperor, | contacted soneone who
can help us--help you--with the new
world. Much is different. If you
are to reign again--.

Xl XEN [ I N MANDARI N|
| amnot here to reign. | am here
for her.

Suddenly, the rooftop entrance door is kicked open as two
CLOAKED WARRI ORS, | ate 20s, cloaked in African battle gear
race toward Xi Xen!

Ketur, revealing a PISTOL, shoots at the two warriors, who
avoi d and dodge each shot with their nmetal staffs...

Ketur is disarnmed by Warrior 1 as Warrior 2 attacks Xi
Xen. . .

REVEAL: Xi Xen notices identical synbols on the Warrior 2's
wardrobe to the nedallion in Xi Xen’'s hand..

Endi ng the hand-to-hand conbat, Xi Xen uses telekinesis to
pin Warrior 2 against the rooftop entrance door and levitate
Warrior 1, preparing to deal a death blow to a disarned
Ketur, off of the ground!

Xl XEN [ I N MANDARI N
These nmen are the Z7g Mrra: ny
father in-l1aw s deadli est
assassi ns- made-ny servants as a
wedding gift. It seens Estella

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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XI XEN [I N MANDARI N] (cont’ d)
forgot that when she sent them here
to kill ne.

Rel eases the warriors as the synbols on the clothes glow...
The two warriors kneel subm ssively before Xi Xen.

Xl XEN [ I N MANDARI N|
(to the warriors)
Rem nd her

The warriors, now dissolving into a gaseous form float away
fromthe roof.

KETUR [ I N MANDARI N|
The gun shots will draw attention.
We shoul d go.

Xl XEN [ I N MANDARI N]
You should | earn how to fight.

EXI TS

KETUR
(under hi s breath)
Sorry, but | left nmy 'bag of magic’
at home.

SUPER: WASHI NGTON, D.C

I NT. PLANE, COCKPIT -- MORN NG
Hol di ng Wendy’ s MYSTI C BAG (a vintage satchel), STONEY, |ate
30s, renoves several |iquor bottles and a disproportionate
submari ne sandw ch. .
SUPER: St oney, THE AVI ATOR
Reaching the length of his arminto the nediumsized bag,
Stoney grins while retrieving a cooked sl ab of barbecue
ribs...
STONEY
(to the ribs)
Oh, ho-ho! You die first. Mo!

VENDY WOLFE, m d-20s, ENTERS

SUPER: Wendy Wbl fe, THE BAG LADY.
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VEENDY
St oney, have you seen ny--.

STONEY
Uh oh.

Wendy spots her satchel laying on top of a contro

panel

besi de Stoney’s booze and food. Snatches the nystic bag away

fromhim

VEENDY
This is why the Queen gave the bag
to me. It’s not a toy.

STONEY
No, Wendy, Estella |ikes you nore
because you’'re the only one who
call s her ' Queen’

VENDY
You' re really going to drink all of
t hat ?

STONEY

Qur first tinme at port since
Pandora’ s crypt got opened.

Besi des, Morales said we're
grounded until|l Dobbs finishes up at
t he Pent agon.

VENDY
| knew she had neetings, but |
didn’t know she was goi ng there.

STONEY
You don’t cone to D.C. to screw
ar ound.

Recogni zi ng the obvi ous joke, Wendy gl ares at Stoney.

STONEY ( CONT’ D)
Point made. | figured you and the
band woul d be wth her.

VENDY
Nope, they went to Rick’s nuseum
" m neeting them Sure you don’t
wanna cone?

St oney shakes his head 'no’ as Wendy observes a hal f-enpty

liquor bottle by his feet.

( CONTI NUED)
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VEENDY ( CONT’ D)
You sure?

Stoney grabs the bottle and renoves the top.

STONEY
No, but 1'Il drink to your health
and safe return.

Wendy EXI TS.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY
SUPER: Bashira Brice, THE CONVERTED

BASHI RA, late 20s, sits alone in a church pew. Attenpting to
pray, she grinaces as she stretches her neck. G ving up
Bashira, sonberly shaking her head 'no’, opens her eyes...

Sifting through his snail mail, the MN STER, 70s, ENTERS
and spots Bashira..

REVEAL: Approachi ng the cl oaked woman from behi nd, the
m ni ster hesitates after spotting the tattoo-like Bible
scriptures covering her hands.

M NI STER
Wl cone.
BASHI RA
You don’t have to pretend. | can

tell that you' re nervous.

M NI STER
| think *surprised” is nore
appropri at e.

BASH RA
You know who | anf

M NI STER
| keep up with current events, yes.
Seven decades on this earth, not
much scares ne anynore. Certainly
not a hero.

Bashira renoves her hood, revealing simlar tattoos covering
her face and neck. dares at the mnister.

BASH RA
Does this look like the face of a
"hero' ?



| NT. CAR, BACKSEAT

Tappi ng the door panel, ASHLEY DOBBS, |ate 30s, stares at
t he nmonunents as DI RECTOR MEl GS, 50s, takes notice...

SUPER: Agent Ashl ey Dobbs, THE AMBASSADOR

DI RECTOR MEI GS
You seem anxi ous.

DOBBS
You know how | | ove the Pentagon.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
Site’s been altered to Capital

Hill. Congress wants their crack at
you first.
(to Driver)

Turn left here.

Dobbs notices the car is driving in the opposite direction
of the Capitol Building...

DOBBS
Sir, where are we goi ng?

DI RECTOR MEI GS
| didn't say they' re actually
getting the first crack, Agent
Dobbs.

| NT. CAFE, DI NI NG AREA -- LATER

Dobbs and Director Migs pass GOVERNVENT SECURI TY GUARDS as
t hey wal k through the enpty dining area..

Dobbs hesitates as she recogni zes DI RECTOR HAM LTON, 60s,
reading froma folder as he sits in a secluded booth toward
the back of the room..

DOBBS
(to Director Meigs)
NSA?
DI RECTOR MEI GS
You're in the Majors now, Ashley.
Only gets worse from here.

DOBBS
Director Ham |l ton--.

Ashl ey extends her hand, but Director Hamlton, stil
readi ng, ignores the greeting..

( CONTI NUED)
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Director Meigs urges Dobbs to sit down across from Director
Ham | t on. .

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Mei gs.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
Ben.

DOBBS ( CONT' D)
Sir, I'll sit on the outside. Never
know when one m ght have to scurry
out and save the worl d.

Director Meigs and Dobbs sit.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Is that what you'd call this
circus, Agent Dobbs?

DOBBS
Sir?

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
|’ ve been review ng your file. It’s
above board. Al nost stellar. That
said, you're in over your head.

DOBBS
Mystic weapons, magic relics,
resurrected warlords. | say it’'s

above all our pay grades--and it’s
"anbassador’ now, Sir.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
That’s the U N. Here, youre still
an agent of the U S. governnent or
have you forgotten?

DI RECTOR MEI GS
Agent Dobbs has dedicated her life
to serving the Union even at the
cost of her nost sacred
rel ati onshi ps.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Whi ch is why her | atest
"deviations’ from protocol are al
the nore disturbing. A private jet
fromthe Saudi King?
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DOBBS
| saved his nother; he bought ne a
jet. 1'd say he came out ahead.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
You' ve reported that your team
menber, Bashira Brice, experienced
a 'possession’ of sone sorts during
"The Rel ease’. Who's to say that
you haven't experienced a simlar
effect? Scoff all you want, Ashl ey,
but these questions are nothing
conpared to what the Congressiona
comm ttee gonna throw at you. The
Aneri can peopl e need reassurances
and the last thing they need to see
isS you screwi ng the pooch on
C- SPAN.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
(to Dobbs)
Your answers and denmeanor nay be
the difference between gaining
their vote of confidence--.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
O ending up a crossing guard in
Har | em

DOBBS
What assurances were they given
about the Aval oni ans?

AVKWARD S| LENCE.

DOBBS
Ckay...yeah. So, do we want to wait
before we conti nue?

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Wait for what?

DOBBS
For whom The silhouette hiding in
t he kitchen doorway back there.
Hel | o!

Director Ham Iton SIGHS as VI CE PRESI DENT TASKER, 50s,
energi ng fromthe kitchen, approaches their booth.

VI CE PRESI DENT

Not hiding, | assure you,
Anmbassador Dobbs. Just waiting for
( MORE)
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VI CE PRESI DENT (cont’ d)
you to stop deflecting and answer
their questions.

DOBBS
(concer ned)
M. Vice President?

| NT. APARTMENT, LI VI NG ROCOM

Sitting in front of several |arge conputer screens, AVA,
m d-30s, alters ’'coding’ displayed on the nonitors as she
types on her keyboard..

Heari ng ONE KNOCK at her front door, Ava reaches for a
near by HANDGUN, but upon heari ng FOUR CONSECUTI VELY- TI MED
KNOCKS, she | eaves the gun on the counter-top.

Leavi ng her seat, Ava wal ks to the door and, upon opening
it, is nonentarily surprised as she | ocks eyes with Xi Xen
st andi ng behind Ketur...

KETUR
W spoke before. You are ’'the
hacker’ ?

AVA
My nmom prefers ' Ava’ . Ketur?

(to Xi Xen)

You nust be the 'O G’'. Yeah, okay.
Cone in.

Openi ng the door wi de, Ava checks the hallway as Xi Xen
ENTERS.

AVA (CONT' D)
(to Ketur)
Sorry, but there’s a draft.
Attenpts to usher Ketur inside.
KETUR
| have business to attend. W w ||
begi n when | return.
EXI TS.

Cl osing the door, Ava watches Xi Xen as he studi es her
bel ongi ngs.
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AVA
(softly)
The card says ' hacker’, not
"sitter’.

| NT. MJSEUM GALLERY

Checki ng his watch, MORALES, |ate 20s, |ocks eyes with a
WOMAN st andi ng by a scul pture..

SUPER: Agent Moral es, TRI GGERVAN

MORALES
(to the woman)
What ' s happeni ng?

The uni npressed woman EXI TS the gallery..
Mor al es SCOFFS at t he wonan.

MORALES
You' re not cute enough to be that
rude.
(to hinsel f)
"What ' s happeni ng?"

Joins ESTELLA, early 20s, in front of a Gvil War
exhi bition. ..

SUPER: Estella Vishon, THE DARK QUEEN

MORALES
One of ny favorites. Wat do you
t hi nk?
ESTELLA
Fol | owi ng your 'news’ | thought it

was just a current problem but
your country has a rich and
fascinating history of being crue
to its own people.

MORALES
The country has its flaws, but the
wonen still get to pick their own
husbands. W try to build from
t here.

ESTELLA

It’s amazi ng your enem es haven’t
conguered you by now.
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MORALES
Well, we don’t appreciate being
rul ed by others as nuch as sone,
your Hi ghness.

Feeling dizzy, Estella rubs her tenple.

MORALES
Estel | a?
ESTELLA
I’mfine. | can sense ny nen.
MORALES
Your nen?
ESTELLA

My father’s finest weapons. |
raised themto | ocate Xi and
elimate him

S| LENCE.

CUT TO

EXT. STREET, SIDEWALK -- CONTI NUOUS

Wendy, waiting at a hot dog stand for a VENDOR to finish her
order, spots Estella s converted warriors energing fromthe
snoke. ..

The assassins ENTER t he nuseum

MORALES (V. Q)
You can do that?

I NT. MJUSEUM GALLERY -- CONTI NUQUS

Estella cuts her eyes at Morales.

MORALES
Dobbs know about this?

ESTELLA
| don’t require your naster’s
consent to search for ny husband.
They’ ve returned.

Recogni zi ng her kneeling servants, she approaches them as
Wendy trails theminside..
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ESTELLA [I N T" OVAN
(to Warrior 1)
Report.

WARRIOR 1 [IN T QVAN]
The enperor sends his |ove....

Seeing the glowi ng enblens on their garnents, Estella’ s eyes
wi den as she realizes their duplicity...

Mor al es, spotting Warrior 2 reaching for a dagger, reaches
for his SIDEARM ..

MORALES
Wl fe! Bust a nove, girl!

Real i zing the inpending fight, Wendy darts away from
Estella s warriors, hiding behind the nearby couch!

VWarrior 2 throws the knife at Estella, barely catching it
before it pierces her neck!

Mor al es SHOOTS at War
sword, bl ocks the bul

r 2 but Warrior 1, drawing his
I
MUSEUM GUESTS, hearing

i or
ets with his blade as the frantic
the gunshots, EXIT the building...

I NT. MJUSEUM OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS

RI CK AXEL, early 30s, sets several ANCI ENT ARTI FACTS on the
desk as the MJUSEUM DI RECTOR, 50s, studies the pieces.

SUPER: Ri ck Axel, THE BATTLE AXE

MUSEUM DI RECTOR
There it is. The Egyptians drew
pi ctures of |ocust on their glyphs
bet ween twenty-four and twenty-two
B. C

AXEL
| know. That’s why | took it.

Leani ng against a wall, he starts twirling a pen..
MUSEUM DI RECTOR
Extraordi nary. You didn’'t happen to
bring--can | see it?

AXEL
No.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

MUSEUM DI RECTOR
R ck--.

AXEL
John, how nuch for the pieces? |
came here as a courtesy. The
Louvre’ s ny next stop.

MUSEUM DI RECTOR
Doesn’t ’"our history’ buy ne
anyt hi ng?

AXEL
Fi rst refusal

W see an inmage of a WOVAN hol di ng the Axel’s anci ent
weapon, shaped as a tomahawk, and fading out of existence as
Axel , hel pl ess, watches the incident.

AXEL (V. O
Less you know about this thing, the
better.

The nmuseum di rector, spying the pen, points at it...

MUSEUM DI RECTOR
Are you telling nme--? Wonderful.
Just wonder ful .

AXEL
Depends on which side you are of
it.

Spi nning the pen, it norphs into a DAGGER

| NT. CAFE, DI NI NG AREA -- MOMENTS LATER

Vice President glares at Dobbs, receiving her coffee from
t he SERVER. ..

DOBBS
(to Vice President Tasker)
You woul dn’t happen to have a food
taster hidden back there?
Never m nd.
(to Director Meigs)
You were saying, sir?

DI RECTOR MEI GS
The grave raider, Richard Axel--.
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PAUSE

15.

DOBBS
Ri ght.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
You recruited himfor his
hi stori cal know edge--.

DOBBS
There's very little | believe he
knows about what we’re dealing
with. Axel’s on the team because
he’ s responsi bl e for one-hundred
percent of all this. So he's going
to help fix it.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
You're referring to your son’s

acci dent ?
DOBBS
(coldly)
No, |’ m not.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
| don’t know if believing this
could be fixed is a good thing or
del usi onal .

DOBBS
The grand nystery of hope.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
There's interest in studying his
weapon. Can you get Axel to conply?

DOBBS
H m yes. The weapon, not so sure.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Meani ng what ?

DOBBS
It’ s kinda noody.

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
And that’s the bigger question: How
much control do you really have
over these powerful individuals?
What happens when they get ’'noody’ ?
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DOBBS
Well, part of nmy training is making
others conply and term nati on when
they don’'t.

VI CE PRESI DENT
As an agent, sure, but, as you
mentioned earlier, your position
has changed.

DOBBS
My title, not my position, Sir.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
So you don’t have a probl em
arresting Axel ?

DOBBS
Sir, I don’'t have a problem
term nating Axel.

Clearing his throat, Vice President Tasker glares at
Director Meigs...

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Does that eagerness extend to the
fate of Rebel Sol dier?

Dobbs SI GHS.

EXT. TEXAS W LDERNESS

A piano plays a TRAG C BALLAD as two COYOTES j oi n Vi noc,
crouching on a hill eating trail mx, while scanning the
canyon bel ow. . .

REVEAL: W see a distant shot of the Private Mlitary
Contractors (PMC) conpound di sguised as a trailer park.

A HAWK soars over Vinoc toward the conpound. Through the
bird s eye, Vinoc is provided up-close surveillance of the
trai ning grounds..

Spotting RHETT HANNI BAL, 40s, leaving his private trailer,
Vi noc studi es the approaching sunset.

REVEAL: A caravan of RECRUI TS | eaves the conpound in an
arnored vehicle enptying the PMC of half of their
manpower . . .

The nenaci ng coyotes GROA. ..
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VI NOC
(to the coyotes)
No, Msh Ka-pa. W' Il let the noon
take themfirst.

The coyotes slink away as Vinoc begins his decent toward the
conmpound.

I NT. MUSEUM GALLERY -- CONTI NUOUS

Backing into the gallery, Mrales reloads his handgun
qui ckly and continues shooting Warrior 1, dodgi ng every shot
as he charges toward Morales...

By the entrance, Estella ducks as Warrior 2 attenpts to
decapitate her with his sword...

Cl osing her eyes, Estella raises her hand toward Warri or
2..

ESTELLA [IN T' OVAN]
Rest .

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY -- LATER
Bashira shakes her head 'no’ as she studi es her hands.

BASHI RA
There's a battle in ne.

M NI STER
Sane battle resides in all of us.

BASHI RA
No, it doesn't.

Scans the room

BASHI RA ( CONT’ D)
This isn’t even ny religion and |
know everyt hi ng about it!

M NI STER
| f that were the case, you woul d
know the nystery of God. He can’t
be put in a box like that.

BASHI RA
Seens parts of H mcan be because
t hat box opened and, now, | can’t

even trust nyself.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

M NI STER
Way not ?

BASHI RA
Because |’ m not nysel f!

CUT TGO
BEG N FLASHBACK:

EXT. PARK -- NI GHT
We see Bashira exploring the city.

BASHI RA (V. Q)
First tinme in Amrerica, | figure
"why not’ ? See the capital. That's
when the scream ng started.

M NI STER (V. Q)
Screans? I n your head?

Bashi ra SCOFFS.
BASH RA (V. O.)
No. One of your citizens in need of
a 'hero'.

REVEAL: W see a MAN attenpting to assault a WOMAN in a
secl uded area of the park.

CUT TGO

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY -- CONTI NUOUS

BASHI RA
| didn’t even care it was
happeni ng.
M NI STER
But you stepped in?
BASHI RA
No, 'it’ did.

CUT TGO



19.

EXT. PARK -- N GHT

Usi ng her superhuman strength, Bashira disarns the
attacker. ..

M NI STER (V. Q)
It?

BASH RA (V. Q)
Your 'hero’.

Though the fight is won, Bashira, enraged, continues
punmel i ng the hel pl ess def ender.

BASHI RA (V. O ) (CONT' D)
To not be in control--forced to act
agai nst your will. I was angry. It
didn't go well for him

M NI STER (V. Q)
You killed hinf

BASHI RA (V. Q)
No, there was an intervention.
Ironic, actually.

The victim horrified at the violence, pulls Bashira off of
her attacker. Catching her breath, Bashira glares at the
victim

BASHI RA ( CONT’ D)
(to the victim
You' re wel cone.

EXI TS.
End of Fl ashback.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY -- CONTI NUOUS

BASHI RA
| hated hel ping her, and | | oved
hurting him The people I'm
traveling with think this is sone
sort of good thing--a gift--but I
don’t want it. | used to be
beauti ful .

Lower s her head.
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M NI STER
| " mrem nded of Jonah. | assune
you' re famliar--.

Bashira nods ’'yes’.

M NI STER ( CONT' D)
He was given a great task to help
God and chose his own feelings over
God’s | ove for those he resented.

BASHI RA
So avoid the whal e?

M NI STER
| ve always believed the fear of
God should cone fromhis glory, not
his wath. Keeping your gifts from
others isolates you as much as it
does them if not nore. Living that
way di sconnects us fromthe very
thing that nmakes us ’beautiful’ in
the first place. Resenting our
gifts puts us in jeopardy of |osing
t hem f or ever

BASHI RA
(to hersel f)
If only.

I NT. MUSEUM GALLERY -- MOMENTS LATER

Warrior 2, drawing his bow, quickly fires arrows at Estell a,
defl ecting themw th her hands. Extends her hand agai n.

ESTELLA
Sl eep!
(to Wendy)
My power’s not working.

Ri sing fromthe couch, Wndy, reaching for her cell phone,
heads toward Morales..

VENDY
Try another spell, like "go kil
your buddy.’

D al s a nunber on her cell phone...
ESTELLA

(agitated)
" m done with spells.
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Fi res an ENERGY BLAST from her hand at Warrior 2..

The assassin’s form becones transparent and the blast sails
t hrough his body, destroying the main entrance behind them
as POLI CE OFFI CERS, arriving on the scene, prepare to breach
t he nuseum ..

The bl ast’s inpact knocks the officers to the ground!

Usi ng her super-speed, Estella abandons the battle, and
transports the officers...

| NT. HOSPI TAL, EMERGENCY ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

...to the nedical bay, where the MEDI CAL STAFF races toward
the injured policenen.

I NT. MJUSEUM OFFI CE

The nmuseum di rector exam nes the artifacts laying on his
table as Axel counts a roll of CASH..

MUSEUM DI RECTOR
The exhibition won’t be big, but it
shoul d generate sonme crowds. Maybe
a public appearance fromthe
team -or just you--could hel p?

GQunshots faintly heard in the distance..

AXEL
Wait--do you hear that?

The explosion fromEstella s blast is felt. Axel’s weapon
VI BRATES as the lighting flickers.

AXEL
Stay here. Lock the door.

EXI TS.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY
Bashira’ s cell phone RINGS

BASHI RA
(to the Mnister)
Sorry.
(on the phone)
Yes? Under st ood. .. headi ng there
NoWw.

( CONTI NUED)
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Hangs up the phone. SI GHS.

BASHI RA ( CONT’ D)
Tinme to | eave the whal e.

M NI STER
Do you need a |ift or can you fly?

They rise fromthe pew.
BASHI RA
(softly)
Years ago, that woul d’ ve been a
strange questi on.
M NI STER
Not in the Sixties. W all thought
we coul d.

CHUCKLES.

| NT. HOTEL, HALLWAY -- LATER
BRI DESMAID 1, early 20s, paces as BRI DESMAID 2, 20s, ENTERS.

BRI DESVAI D 2
She wasn’t in parking |ot.

BRI DESMAI D 1
Wiy woul d she be?

BRI DESMAI D 2
| don’t know. She's not here and
that’s where she should be on her
weddi ng day!

Throwi ng up her hands in frustration, Bridesmaid 2 EXI TS

| NT. HOTEL, BRI DAL SU TE -- CONTI NUOUS

We hear HEAVY PANTI NG as HUGH VENNI G, | ate 30s, and the
undressed BRI DE, m d-20s, having sex!

I NT. HOTEL, LOUNGE -- LATER

Al one at the bar, Hugh sips whiskey. Turns around to study
t he weddi ng reception behind him..

REVEAL: The bride and groom sharing a tender nonent.

Hugh shakes his head 'no’ as the coupl e kisses.
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CONTI NUED: 23.

VI OLET, 30s, ENTERS, turning the heads of several nale
guests including the groom Joining Hugh, she sips fromhis
dri nk.

VI OLET

Thought you hat ed weddi ngs, Hugh.
HUGH

Certain aspects | can wap around,

Vi.

W nks at the enbarrassed bride as Violet watches the sil ent
exchange between the two.

VI OLET
You' re despi cabl e.
HUGH
Wul d you have ne any ot her way?
VI OLET
I’d kill you first. They're waiting
for you.
HUGH
Back ny play?
VI OLET
|’d feel better if | knew the play.
HUGH
Just gauge the room 1’1l do the

rest.

Rises fromhis seat. Violet notices the BARTENDER w pi ng
down the bar.

VI OLET
Leave at tip, at |east.
HUGH
My sister-in-law. The job was the
tip.
VI CLET
Ah.

Heading to the main exit, Hugh shakes the groom s hand..

HUGH
Hey, congratul ati ons.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 24.

GROOM
Oh, thanks.

Hugh and Violet EXIT as the groomturns to his bride..

GROOM ( CONT’ D)
(confused)
Who the hell was that?

His bride shrugs 'I don’t know .

| NT. HOTEL, HALLWAY -- CONTI NUOUS

A SECURI TY CHI EF approaches Hugh and Vi ol et as they pass
several SECURITY GUARDS |ined al ong the hallway...

SECURI TY CHI EF
The fl oors been swept again, M.
Wenni g. So has the room

Hugh nods ’'yes’ as they approach a room entrance.

VI OLET
Got enough security?

HUGH
W live in insecure tines, Violet.

Opens the door. ..

| NT. HOTEL, MEETI NG ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS
. ..and ENTERS.

REVEAL: W see several formally-dressed CRIM NALS |i stening
i ntensely as SPEARO, 60s, addresses them.

SPEARO
And, perhaps, with the unrest in
the 'Cradl e’ --now, we can begin.

@ ares at Hugh and Violet sitting down at the end of the
t abl e.

HUGH
| was hoping to mss this part but
since |"'mhere, feel free to
conti nue, Spearo.
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CRIM NAL 1
(to Hugh)
This is your hotel, not your
nmeet i ng.
HUGH

The little fish I throw back. Let
me guess: gold, silver, bearer
bonds?

CRIM NAL 1
Cel |l phones, actually.

Hugh SCOFFS.

HUGH
Oh, in that case, conti nue.

AVKWARD S| LENCE.

SPEARO
As | was saying--.

HUGH
Qui ck question: what happens when
t hey come for you and nmake you give
it all back

SPEARO
Who?
HUGH
Spi dey. The boy wonder. [’ m
ki ddi ng, but, seriously--whoever
the hell these things are.

Ri ses fromhis chair.

I NT. MJUSEUM GALLERY -- CONTI NUOUS

Warrior 1 kicks Morales, disarmng himin the process...
Preparing for a kill strike, Warrior 1 is prevented by the
appearance of R ck Axel, using his weapon as a whip, to
restrain the assassin’ s arm

Moral es rushes over to Wendy, opening her nystic bag..

MORALES
Sonet hi ng good, Wl fe.

Reaching into her bag, she pulls out a HOT DOG Moral es
glares at her...
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VENDY
(apol ogetical ly)
| skipped breakfast. Sorry!

Reachi ng back in the bag, she reveals an UZl..

VENDY
WIIl this worK?
MORALES
As long as it doesn't shoot

Skittles.
Taki ng the gun, Mrales shoots Warrior 1 in the back..

VENDY
In the back?

MORALES
| play for keeps.

REVEAL: Warrior 1's body absorbs the bullets and returns to
nor mal

MORALES
So does he.

| NT. HOTEL, MEETI NG ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

HUGH ( CONT’ D)
The world’ s turning into a comc
book. Rul es change, so nust our
pl ans. Unl ess you want to hijack a
st agecoach next?

CRIM NAL 1
The | ast few years shown the
Aval oni ans have a specific taste
for crinme and chaos.

d ares at Violet.

HUGH
The Aval oni ans have their own
i ssues.
(to Violet)

Was he not listening when | called
him’small fish'?

VI OLET
@uess not.

Hugh and Viol et share a supportive grin.
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SPEARO
The floor is yours, Hugh.

HUGH
After California, the Aval on trust
t hensel ves | ess than they trust the
governnent. That buys us tinme with
them The Crinson are too occupied
pretending to be normal to stir the
water. That’'s the good news. But
now we have aliens, nystic relics,
cybernetic assassins--Hell, a guy
at the bar was telling nme he thinks
my valet’s a vanpire.

CRIM NAL 1
Bar? That explains a |ot.

crimnals SN CKER
HUGH

Wait, you people conme to these
t hi ngs sober? \Were was 17

VI OLET
Bl ood suckers.
Crimnal 1.

HUGH

Ri ght. Does anyone question that’s
possible at this point? Al of

t hese new ’'vari abl es’ make our
schenes irrelevant. Unless we
adapt, all of this, is a waste of
time. The world governnents can’t
control these powers now, but I
assure you, they will try unti
they can. That nmeans militarization
and | aw enf orcenent - -’ super cops’
As things stand now, we will | ose.

SPEARO
Thi s uni on was the dom nate power
trust long before you were born.

HUGH
| bet the dinosaurs said the sanme
t hi ng.

VI OLET

Per haps we should table this for
anot her tinme. Enjoy Hugh's

( MORE)
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VI OLET (cont’d)
refreshnments and each other’s
conpany. It’s been too | ong.

SPEARO
Yeah, let’s do that. Thank you, M.
Wenni g for the accommodati ons and
coment ary.

HUGH
Sure and, renenber, when we take
t he stagecoach, I'll need a bl ack

horse. See who’'s bigger.

W nks at a FEMALE MEMBER, 70s. The nenbers rise as the
nmeeti ng concl udes | eaving Hugh and Spearo staring daggers at
each ot her.

SUPER: SOUTHERN CALI FORNI A

EXT. BEACH, OCEAN -- LATER
SUPER: M KI AM CHABAR, ' THE ALI EN

M KIAM energing fromthe water, passes SUNBATHI NG TOURI STS
near the shoreline. Touches his tenple..

EXT. STREET, SIDEWALK -- AFTERNCON

Standing in front of the cafe, under the watchful eyes of
two SECRET SERVI CE AGENTS, Dobbs finishes a conversation on
her cell phone..

DOBBS
(on the phone)
How did he catch a cold? He’s in a
hospital ...l know they have gerns
there, too, which is why |’ m paying
for a private room-shit--hold on
Hel | 0?

M Kl AM
(on the phone)
Hi dden and secure.

Dobbs, recognizing MKiam s voice, glances back at one of
t he agents..

DOBBS

(on the phone)
Keep nme posted. You okay?
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M KI AM
(on the phone)
Fine. Doesn’t sound |like you are.

DOBBS
(on the phone)
"1l keep you posted. Stay woke.

Hangs up as the nearby agent steps toward her.

AGENT
They' re still waiting, Ma am

DOBBS
(sarcastically)
You nean they didn’'t | eave?

Re-enters the cafe.

| NT. CAFE, DI NI NG AREA -- CONTI NUOUS
Rej oi ni ng her bosses, Dobbs sits down at the booth.

DOBBS
So where were we?

VI CE PRESI DENT
You were telling us Rebel Soldier’s
| ocati on.

Ending his own call, Director Ham lton sets his cell phone
on the table...

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Bef ore we go on, have you heard
fromyour pilot?

DOBBS
No, why?

CUT TGO
BEG N MONTACE:

EXT. HOMVELESS SHELTER -- MORNI NG

Festive nusic PLAYS as a cab arrives and stops beside a line
of | MPOVERI SHED CI TI ZENS wait for breakfast...

Stoney rolls the w ndow. ..
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STONEY
Recessi on ny ass!

Opens the door and a pile of CASH BILL pours out of the
backseat of cab

The citizens eagerly race to the car...

| NT. RESTAURANT, BAR -- LATER

The i npoverished citizens and the cab driver enjoy a feast
near by as Stoney, manosa in-hand, smacks a drink out of a
PATRON S hand as the two square off...

STONEY
(i ntensely)
What are you gonna do? What are you
gonna do?

The patron reaches back to punch Stoney...

EXT. Al RPORT, LANDI NG STRIP -- LATER

St oney, nude, YELLS as he, on-foot, races a private jet as
it departs fromthe airport..

I NT. SPORTS ARENA, BASKETBALL COURT -- LATER

ni shes a beer as he prepares

St oney, holding a basketball, fi
[ftime...

for his contest shot during ha

Racing toward the hal f-court |ine, Stoney stunbles and
face-plants on the court as the basketball slowy rolls
away!

The crowd MOANS as the hone teami s mascot shakes his head
"no’ .
EXT. SPORTS ARENA, ADM SSI ON GATE -- LATER
Two police officer drag Stoney out of the building...
STONEY
(slurred)

" m never going to jail again.

Di pl omati c comuni ty!
WRETCHES. . .

End of Mbont age.
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| NT. CAFE, DI NI NG AREA -- CONTI NUOUS
AVKWARD S| LENCE.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
Gven tinme restraints, let me just
say that | trust Anbassador Dobbs
to handl e that situation
prof essional |y and i n-house.
(to Dobbs)
Rebel Sol di er?

DOBBS
Ri ght. Yeah, | don’t know. Vinoc
has part-tinme status, nore of a
br eak- gl ass-i n-case- of - ener gency
guy.

VI CE PRESI DENT
We believe he’s involved in the
mur der of twenty-seven nen. |’ d say
this qualifies as an ’'energency’.
Whul dn’t you?

DOBBS
" mnot currently tracking his
wher eabouts. Wth all of our
satellites, can’t you?

SI LENCE.

DOBBS ( CONT’ D)
(surprised)
You can’t?

DI RECTOR HAM LTON
Seven countries are currently
| ooking. He’'ll be found.

VI CE PRESI DENT
And your teanmis 'diplomatic
privilege’ won't matter a bit when
we do.

Locks eyes with Dobbs who, understanding, nods 'yes’.

| NT. MUSEUM GALLERY -- CONTI NUCOUS
Gipping his whip, Axel notices a small |eather bag |anding

near his feet. Looking up, he spies Warrior 2, still holding
his bow and a flam ng arrow
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Warrior 2 shoots the flam ng arrow towards the bag and
Axel s weapon norphs froma whip to a netal shield
defl ecting the arrow. ..

Mocki ng Warrior 2, Axel confidently grabs his crotch..

Agitated, Warrior 2 reveals duel swords as Axel’s shield
nmor phs into duel bl ades...

Wendy enpties her nystic bag and marbles roll onto the floor
causing Warrior 1 to fall to the ground.

VENDY
Taste the rai nbow, bitch!

Noti ces Moral es glaring at her.

VENDY
| thought marbles m ght work
better.

MORALES
"Taste the rai nbow?” Man, you' re a
f oodi e.

VENDY

(apol ogetical |l y)
It’s the nost inportant neal .
| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG, HALLWAY

Standi ng at the front door, Ava receives a |large food bag
froma DELI VERY MAN. ..

Cl oses her front door...

| NT. APARTMENT, KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS
...and re-enters her hone.

Ava studies the ’'loading bar’ on her custom conputer before
setting the bag on the table in front of Xi Xen, who sniffs
curiously...

AVA
Still got awhile, O G ; here’s sone
grub. Authentic, too. Not the fried
j unk bei ng pushed back hone.

REVEAL: QOpening the bag, we see gournet Asian food as Ava
prepares Xi Xen's plate.
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Xl XEN
You don’t fear ne? | was dead. Now
| live. This isn’t strange to you?

AVA
OG, I"'mfromthe Westside.
"Strange’ is just Saturday to ne.
M ght have read up on you a little,
too. Not nuch witten, but it seens
i ke you were a pretty decent dude.
Hel ped your people out.

Xl XEN
They repaid ne with betrayal.

AVA
They covered that shit up, huh?
That’s how they got ny cousin.

Xl XEN

(eagerly)
He was a king? So you are royalty?

Ava LAUGHS upsetting Xi Xen...

Rising defiantly fromthe table, Xi knocks his plate onto
t he kitchen fl oor!

Xl XEN [ I N MANDARI N]
| did not weather tinme to be
nmocked!

AVA [ I N MANDARI Nj
| didn’t nock you; | was nocking ny
cousin...and nyself.

Xl XEN
You know our | anguage?

Ava shrugs ’'yeah’

AVA
Jamar wasn’t a king--king of the
street maybe. Truth is, | think he
did nore serving than being served.
Foods getting col d.

Points her fork at the food on the floor as Xi Xen, hunbl ed,

gl ares at

t he ness.

Xl XEN
| have of fended you and
di srespected your neal. | am wong
for this.
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AVA [ I N MANDARI Nj
Hungry, too.

Xl XEN
Forgi ve ne, Ava.

AVA
It’s cool, pinmpin . Some of us
prefer plates, but different
strokes--.

Ava, intrigued, studies Xi Xen as he starts to kneel to the
floor to recover his food..

AVA (CONT' D)
No, share with ne.

Xi Xen, surprised, rises and noves his chair beside Ava,
handi ng hima cl ean fork.

Xl XEN
(softly)
Thank you.

They silently continue their neal.

I NT. CAR, BACKSEAT -- LATER

Looki ng at the Capitol building, Dobbs SIGHS as Director
Mei gs rubs his face.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
That wasn’t what we di scussed
bef or ehand.

DOBBS
W didn't really prep--.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
Not you. Hamilton. He knew where ny
concerns were and Tasker show ng up
was only nentioned, not confirned.
A lot of concern over dead
nmer cenari es.

DOBBS
If | may, what is your concern?

DI RECTOR MEI G5

Bashira Brice. A npb enforcer that
can sumon the Angel of Death?
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DOBBS
To her credit, sir, she hasn’t yet.

DI RECTOR MEI GS
Wake up, Ashley. She’ s the nost
power ful person in the world.

| NT. MUSEUM GALLERY -- CONTI NUQUS
Axel matches Warrior 2 strike for strike..

Bashira ENTERS the gallery and places her hand on the back
of Warrior 2's head. ..

REVEAL: Warrior 2's eyes turn conpletely dark as he sw ngs
blindly into the air while Axel, lowering his guard, steps
back. .

VWENDY
(to Bashira)
Wll, that was fast.

BASHI RA
Godspeed, ki d.

Bashira calmMy wal ks over to Warrior 1, rising fromthe
ground, and repeats the process on the first assassin

Bashira joins Wendy and Morales...

MORALES
Pl ague of darkness? Brilliant.

BASHI RA
They’ re down, not out.

Axel tricks the blinded warriors into a fight between the
two as the team anused wat ches..

MORALES
Ri ck, dissolve and conquer!

Mor al es, pulling another HANDGUN from Wendy’' s bagm SHOOTS
Warrior 1's hand disarmng him..

Bashira, waving her hand, renoves the darkness from Warri or
1..

AXEL

(to Warrior 1)
Hey, catch.
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Tosses his weapon to Warrior 1. Upon grabbing the weapon’s
handl e, Warrior 1 gets absorbed into the weapon..

VENDY
Good cal |, Morales.
MORALES
| was starting to feel useless.
BASHI RA
As opposed to what?
MORALES
Quch.
VENDY
Zi ng.

Grabbi ng his nystic weapon, Axel stabs Warrior 2 in the
chest with the as his teammates groan synpathetically.

AXEL
No, that’'s a "zing . Wuat? You
forget the part where he tried to
kKill us?

VEENDY
(softly)
So brutal.

MORALES
(softly)
No honor.

BASH RA
|’ ve done that bef--neverm nd.

Grabbi ng t he weapon handl e, Warrior 2 dissolves while
attenpting to pull the blade fromhis chest.

VENDY
All-in-all, a job well done?

REVEAL: The team skeptically scans the damaged room

VENDY
Never m nd.

Kneel i ng, Wendy, SIGH NG, renoves STACKS OF CASH from her
nmystic bag as an antique portrait falls behind them
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MORALES
VWhere's Estell a?

| NT. HOSPI TAL, TRAUVA ROOM

Estella watches fromthe door as the nedical staff continues
treating one of the fallen officers..

The policeman is revived and Estella, relieved, SIGHS as the
staff glares back at her.

I NT. CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG MEETI NG ROOM -- LATER

JOURNALI STS and PCLI TI Cl ANS surround Dobbs as she sits in
front of the CONGRESSI ONAL COWM TTEE. .

REVEAL: One of the Conmittee nenbers was al so present at
Hugh Wennig’s crimnal neeting.

SENATOR
| know that nenbers of this
comm ttee have prepared questions
for you, but before we get to
t hose, Anbassador Dobbs, are you
prepared to comment on the Anerican
Art Museum attack earlier today?

DOBBS
The attack--?

SENATOR
Menbers of your team were involved
in a fight that destroyed severa
U S artifacts. Onh, look; it
appears anot her nenber on your team
was just arrested at a coll ege
basket bal | gane for drunk and
di sorderly conduct.

The caneras zoomin on Dobbs, closing her eyes as she
listens to the senator’s description...

SENATOR ( CONT’ D)
Per haps you' d prefer a short break
to find out what your teamis
destroyi ng now?

Dobbs forces a snle.
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| NT. HOTEL SU TE, BALCONY -- EVEN NG

Violet joins Hugh, staring at the skyline. d ares down.
REVEAL: At the valet area, we see Crimnal 1 entering a dark
sedan on the street bel ow

HUGH
| was hoping for a song, Violet.

VI OLET
They know you’'re right, just too
outdated to do anything about it.

HUGH
Which is why | was hoping for a
song.

Violet rubs his shoulder. Notices the VALET, 20s, bel ow.

VI OLET
Looks normal enough.

HUGH
So do you, ny dear.

VI OLET
What are you pl anni ng, Hugh?

HUGH
A fishing trip.

EXT. PMC TRAI NI NG CENTER, CAMP

Vinoc’'s eyes transition to NIGHT VISION. Using his super
agility, he creeps stealthily past PMC GUARDS into the base
whi ch has now gone dark for the night...

We hear coyotes HOALING Distracted by the noise, a guard is
oblivious to Vinoc stealing the guard s SI DEARM directly out
of his holster...

Approachi ng Rhett Hannibal’'s trailer, Vinoc cocks the hanmer
on his weapon. Reaches for the door as the hawk fromearlier
shri eks warningly.

Heari ng several guns being prinmed behind him Vinoc finds
hi nsel f surrounded by several arned PMC troops, including
the ones fromthe service station and a Rhett Hanni bal
body- doubl e!

The real Rhett Hanni bal opens his trailer door and gl ares
snmugly at Vinoc..
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RHETT HANNI BAL
Rebel Sol dier.

VI NCC
Conmander Hanni bal .

RHETT HANNI BAL
It’s been a long tine, Vinoc.
You’ ve been busy.

VI NOC
| haven’t even started.

RHETT HANNI BAL
Real | y? Because | think you're
done.

One guard, hearing sonmething on the ground | ooks down.

GUARD
Sir.

REVEAL: On the ground, we see a bed of VENOMOUS SNAKES
surroundi ng the soldiers previously fixated on Vinoc!

Rhett Hanni bal, spotting the coyotes prowing in the
di stance, waves off his soldiers, |owering their weapons...

Vi noc, enjoying the advantage, offers Rhett Hanni bal the
last of his trail mx...

VI NOC
It’s really good. Why so sour,
conmander ? You of all people should
have an affection for the 'dogs of
war ' .

| NT. HOUSE, LIVING ROOM -- LATER

Crimnal 1 is sitting in front of his conputer

REVEAL: We see Hugh Wennig's profile on the conputer
noni t or.

HUGH
| hate taking pictures.

Appearing from behind, Hugh stabs Crinminal 1 with a
meat hook.
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HUGH ( CONT’ D)
They never do nme justice.

Leans into the dying man, paralyzed in shock.

HUGH ( CONT' D)
| was wong. You' re not small

Twi sts the neat hook and EXI TS.

EXT. BUI LDI NG ROOFTOP -- NI GHT
Estella is neditating...

WARRIOR 1 (V.Q)
The enperor sends his |ove....

Openi ng her eyes, we see Estella’ s pupils start to glow as
she stares at the skyline.

Bashi ra appears and, | eaning her back agai nst the railing,
pl aces her hand on Estella s shoul der, calm ng her teammate
as they stand together...

| NT. APARTMENT, LIVI NG ROOM -- LATER

Sitting on the recliner, Xi Xen, analyzes the chair. Pulling
the |l eg extension |lever, he smles in delight as Ava | ooks
i nside her refrigerator..

AVA
| have beer. | guess you were nore
of a wi ne guy back then, or sake.

Ava, holding two beers, grins slightly at the sight.

Xl XEN
When di d your bel oved pass away?
AVA
(confused)
My--yeah, | never married.

Renoves the bottle caps.

AVA
Love’s not for everyone. Plus, |
t hi nk you have to be nice for that
type of thing.
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Xl XEN
| don’t understand.

AVA

You picked a wong tine to wake up.
Nobody |i kes anybody anynore. Heck,
nobody |i kes thensel ves which is
wei rd because we’'re all so selfish
| am sorry about your woman, but
you' re not m ssing nuch these days
in the way of | ove.

Ketur re-enters through the front door.

KETUR
W& have to go.

Passes a duffel bag to Ava as she scans a live security feed
on her conputer screen.

Xl XEN
(to Ketur)
Estel | a?
AVA
No, Beijing.

Xl XEN (I N MANDARI N)
(aggravat ed)
Beijing? In nmy borders?

AVA
That’s for nme, actually. | was
wor king with them on sonething el se
when | devel oped this fromthe
scraps in the alien ship. The
Chi nese t hought when they canned
nme, they could keep both. W'l
take the fire escape. Can you?

Gestures toward the wall ...

Joi ning her, Xi Xen punches the outer wall and, feeling
around nonentarily, w thdraws his hand..

AVA (CONT’ D)
Easy. W’'Il use the w ndow.

St eppi ng beside Xi Xen, Ava renobves an exotic case from
inside the wall.
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AVA
Waste not, want not.

Chugs her beer.

Xl XEN
Retreating froma | esser eneny is
di shonor abl e.

AVA
| get that you' re sone kind of
bad- ass, but | just hack, man.

Xl XEN
Hack?

Ava scurries to the window Opens it and sticks one |eg
through it...

AVA
What’s it gonna be, Kking?

We hear LOUD KNOCKI NG at the door as the POLI CE OFFlI CERS
wait intensely in the hallway...

Xl XEN
| was no king.

Turns around as the policenen barge through the door..

Xl XEN ( CONT’ D)
| amtheir enperor!

Projecting an energy blast fromhis hand, Xi Xen incinerates
the officers!

AVA
Whoa! Hey, man!

Xl XEN
| will use the door.

Fl anked by Ketur, Xi Xen EXITS through the hallway.
AVA
| should've married the denti st.
Coul d’ve all been different.

St eppi ng away fromthe w ndow, Ava pursues her new
clients..
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| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG HALLWAY -- CONTI NUOUS
...discovering a trail of fresh corpses!

REVEAL: The dead bodies are distorted and nystically pinned
to the ceiling and walls.

Ava catches up to Ketur and Xi Xen, strangling his final
victim Xi Xen | ooks back at Ava..

Xl XEN
| hack, too.
Prepares to deliver a killing blow...

REVEAL: Ava spots a weddi ng band on the policeman’s |eft
hand.

AVA
He's marri ed!

Confused, Xi Xen freezes.

AVA (CONT' D)
The gold band on his finger--it
means he's narri ed. He has someone.
Li ke you did. Like you do. Don’'t
take that fromher. Don’'t becone
what you hate.

Xi Xen rel eases the policeman.

KETUR [ I N MANDARI N
(to the policemnan)
Don’t pursue us again.

AVA
This way. Cone on.

Xl XEN
No need to run. You re with ne.

Xi Xen and Ketur follow Ava into the alley...

The nearby lights go dark as the traumatized policenan,
ignoring the incom ng dispatch, watches the trio escape.
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I NT. NI GHTCLUB, BAR -- LATER

Wendy tal ks to a MALE PATRON, as, nearby, Morales and Axe
finish their drinks...

MORALES
You feeling |ike an assassin, yet?
AXEL
No, but | mght wash Estella’s
feet.
They chuckl e.
MORALES

Aany extra feedback fromt hat
t hi ng? You get their training, but
never any thoughts or feelings?

AXEL
It doesn’t speak to ne, man. It’'s
nore instinctual. | just know what
to do without really know ng. This
thing's absorbed a lot. | don't

t hi nk anyone could weld it and
stay sane if it was any other way.

The bartender brings two nore drinks to them as Viol et
energes on stage and starts singing..

Wendy, falling into a hypnotic trance due to Violet’s voice,
abandons the nmal e patron and approaches the stage...

REVEAL: The rest of the patrons, including Mrales and Axel,
remai n unaffected by Violet’s voice.

AXEL
What about you? Al of this has got
to be a m ndbender.

Moral es, indifferent, shrugs ’whatever’ . CHUCKLES.
MORALES
(hunor ed)
"Wash her feet."
Axel rises fromhis seat...

AXEL
I"mhitting the head.

( CONTI NUED)
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EXITS as Mral es spots coverage of Dobbs’ Congressional
commttee hearing on television and sees Dobbs’ faci al
reaction to the news of their nuseum skirm sh frozen
on- screen. .

MORALES
(to hinself)
Qoo, that is not the reaction you
want to have there.

Spots the male patron returning to the bar..

MORALES
(to Mal e Patron)
Hey, that girl--she’s good peopl e.
Treat her right or--.

MALE PATRON
What ever, man, she ditched ne for
sone chick

Mor al es | ooks around the room for Wendy and realizes she’s
gone.

MORALES
(surprised)
Hph.

Motioning to the bartender, Mrales orders another cocktail

| NT. SEDAN, BACKSEAT -- MOMENTS LATER

Wendy, hypnotized, and Violet step inside where Hugh is
cal my sipping whiskey...

The car starts noving.

VI OLET
You took his car? Ass.

HUGH
We're the bad guys, darling. Never
forget that.
(to Wendy)
Hel | 0?

S| LENCE.
VI OLET
(to Wendy)
G ve hi myour bag.

Wendy tosses her bag to Hugh. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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Opening it, Hugh's eyes wi den as he | ooks inside the bag.

HUGH
(i nmpressed)
Six-six, tw-fifty. Okay, ditch the
wit ch.

VI OLET
(to Wendy)
Open the door. Junp out.

Wendy reaches for the door handle..

HUGH
Vi ?
VI OLET
(to Wendy)
Wai t .
(to Hugh)
Wat? | wanted to see if she’s
" breakabl e’ .
HUGH
(to the driver)
Pul | over.

The car stops as Violet glares at Hugh.

VI OLET
| thought you were the bad guy.

HUGH
| was a gentlenman first.

Rai ses his glass to Wendy.

EXT. STREET -- CONTI NUOUS

Wendy EXITS the car as the sedan drives off. As the trance
ends, Wendy, befuddl ed, realizes her new surroundi ngs and
that her bag is m ssing.

| NT. NI GHTCLUB, RESTROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Washi ng his hands, Axel spots a FEMALE PATRON, m d-20s,
ENTERS. . .

AXEL
W ong door, honey.

( CONTI NUED)
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FEVMALE PATRON
Ri ck Axel ?

Axel turns and faces her.

FEMALE PATRON
Then, it’s the right door, honey.

Axel reaches for his nystic weapon, disguised as a pen, as
the woman reaches in her purse and reveals a digital
recorder.

FEMALE PATRON
Easy, hero. | bring a gift from
friends in high places.

Presses 'play’ and audi o from Dobbs’ cafe neeting is heard.

RECORDER
"So you don’t have a problem
arresting Axel?...Sir, | don’'t have

a problemterm nating Axel."

FEMALE PATRON
| know the first voice. Recognize
t he second?

I NT. Al RPORT, HANGAR BAY -- LATER

Wearing only his underwear, STONEY, surrounded by enpty beer
bottles, opens his eyes and sits up..

REVEAL: A group of confused ASI AN BUSI NESSMEN, 40s-50s, are
wat ching him..

STONEY
Y all have a safe flight!

I gnoring Stoney, the businessnmen board their jet.
G abbing an enpty bottle, Stoney studies the |abel..

STONEY ( CONT’ D)
| drank that? Ugh.

Shakes head 'no’ as he recognizes a different bottle.

STONEY ( CONT’ D)
Oh, | renenber you?

Stoney receives a text nessage on his CH M NG cell phone,
| ayi ng nearby. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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REVEAL: Text nessage: a link to a weddi ng engagenent between
Cera Boggins, 32, to Odell Craig, 34, in Rone, GA

STONEY ( CONT’ D)

(softly)
Thanks, Mm

Swi pi ng his phone, he sees a picture of ODELL and CERA..

Setting the phone down, Stoney snatches a half-enpty bottle
and takes a swig as Dobbs returns..

DOBBS
"Di pl omatic comunity?"

Sees the engagenent photo on Stoney’ s phone.

STONEY
VWhere are the others?

DOBBS
Cel ebrating "life’.

Sensi ng the innuendo, Stoney nods 'yes’.

DOBBS ( CONT’ D)
Jet ready?

STONEY

They finished this norning.
DOBBS

How soon before you can fly?
STONEY

Hal f - day.
DOBBS

Take a full one. Xen's gotta sleep
t 00o--1 think.

STONEY
That's generous.

DOBBS
GQuess it’s spreading, Santa.

Headi ng toward the plane, she calls Vinoc’s nunber on her
cell phone. No answer.

DOBBS ( CONT’ D)
Damm you, Vi noc.

( CONTI NUED)
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Looks back at Stoney who, consoling, offers the bottle to
her. Ilgnoring the gesture, Dobbs continues toward the
private jet...

STONEY
Hey, the clear bottles in the cargo
bay--don’t drink fromthose. Sorry,
"1l get rid of that!

Attenpting to stand Stoney falters as Dobbs, rolling her
eyes, boards the pl ane.

| NT. PLANE, RESTROOM -- LATER

Dr essed down, Dobbs, dries her hair

| NT. PLANE, PASSENGER SEATI NG -- MOMVENTS LATER

St eppi ng out of the bathroom Dobbs, towel in-hand, finds
Bashira sound asleep in a chair...

Grabbing a quilt fromthe overhead conpartnment, Dobbs covers
Bashira s body.

Wal ks to the cockpit...

| NT. PLANE, COCKPIT -- CONTI NUGUS

...and, |ocking the door, she renoves a HI - TECH DEVI CE
device from underneath a seat...

DOBBS
Nunbers, scan perineter...

H - TECH DEVI CE
Peri neter secured, Anbassador.

DOBBS
Search global Intel for '"Gary
Tasker’. Cross reference with ' The
Monar chs’

HI - TECH DEVI CE
Searching. Do you believe the Vice
Presi dent is endanger?

DOBBS

Nunbers, | think he m ght be the
danger.

( CONTI NUED)
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THE END.
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"DOBBS DECODED': An unaut horized glinpse into the forner
operative's secret teamfiles (to be aired in trailers and
at the end-credits)

NAVE: The Monar chs
OCCUPATI ON: Worl d gover nnent | eaders

SKILLS: Leadership, D plomacy, Negotiations,
Political/mlitary strategist.

ABI LI TIES: Control of individual governnents, internationa
arm es, and nucl ear weapons caches

("A poor man is worried about never having enough, but a
rich man is worried about |osing what he already has.")

My old man used to say that. | think it applies here. Except
i nstead of wealth, power is the sacred prize. This may be
the shortest of ny entries because, frankly, there is little
| know about who the nonarchs really are. What little |I know
of them cones from an anonynous |etter of warning |I found in
my hotel room..

"The nonarchs are novi ng agai nst you."

| found the note after | realized they had poi soned ny food.
Yeah.

(Moral es thought the gentle nature of the poison used was a
courtesy as opposed to a bullet in ny head. Polite or not,
| m sour on the idea of anyone nurdering ne...EVER)

They oppose the continued existence of Estella and Bashira,
(after their resurrection and possession, respectfully), and
t hey want Axel |ocked away for life (which | wouldn’t
necessarily nove heaven and earth to prevent). Neverthel ess,
they tried to kill nme. Now, they have ny full attention.

What little |I’ve deduced is that The Mnarchs are really
foreign | eaders: men and wonmen wi th absol ute power over
their countries with no system of governnent to chall enge
their behavior (Damn, that sure narrows the list). They
don’t answer to any political system They can’t be repl aced
or overthrown using civil neasures and there lies the

probl em

|’ m not as concerned with their identities as nuch as a
solution to their opposition. Regardless of how | feel about
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t he people who want to nurder nme, they ARE world | eaders. An
attack on one of themis a declaration of war between that
particular nation and the stars and stripes (or nmaybe just
me). My team has the strength of several armes, but we
joined together to prevent Wrld War |11, not exacerbate
it’s initiation. Ironically, | believe this to be the source
of their discontent.

Power ful people like that have spent their entire |ives
answering to no one. They are honored and revered. They
don’t make requests, only conmands. They may be willing to
berate each other in public, but it’'s part of the game. Each
understands the inage of strength they nust portray for the
confidence of their nation, so little offense is taken by
the recipient.

Point is, these spoiled bastards have been told all of their
lives that the buck stopped with them They haven't had to
answer to anyone because nobody had the power to chall enge
them..until the wong box got opened. Now, they live in
fear, sonething they are not accustoned to and that, boys
and girls, breeds resentnent.

Rebel Sol di er has suggested retaliation in the form of
guerilla strikes agai nst non-human targets once we |l earn the
identity of ny attackers. | don’t know about that (though

t he thought was appreciated). What | know is that when the

| eaders are mad, the people suffer their wath. Mre

di sturbing to ne is that, of all nmy team the suggestion
came from Vi noc.

End of the day, all diplonacy and official formalities

aside, I'magetting sick of these nuthafuckas trying to kill
ne. ..
NAME: Vi noc

CCODENAME: Rebel Sol di er

OCCUPATI ON: Naba Tri bal Leader/UN operative

SKI LLS: Hand-to-hand conbat ant, diplomat, Western-world
educati on, weapons training, In depth know edge of African
nati ons and cul tures

ABI LI TI ES: HEAT RESI STANCE, ENHANCED | MMUNE SYSTEM AND
RECOVERY, AN MAL MANI PULATI ON, NATURE REVI TALI ZATI ON

(I despise Axel, pity Bashira, and resent Estella...but I
| ove nme sone Vinoc).
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Yeah, | said it. Not like his wife did, I’"msure, but I
respect the hell out of the guy. If people |ike Hannibal,

Estella, and Axel are ’sandpaper to nmy soul’, Vinoc is the
oi ntnent. The healing conponent. To experience the |evel of
suffering he has and still be so gentle in his words and

actions to others is inspiring.

To be clear, | have no illusions about the man. \Wen Vi noc
was a child, he was taken fromhis famly and raised in a

nei ghboring rebel arny. He doesn’t speak nuch about that
time except to nmention that he left on his own. Judging from
his reaction when the subject cones up, it wasn’t on good
terns.

Returning to the Naba tribe, Vinoc made a |life for hinself
and his new famly, uniting not only his people, but the
nei ghboring tribes to forma peaceful coalition. Then, his
brot her betrayed himfor the reasons one’'s sibling usually
will, and Black Canel ot was gone (racist?) Then, shit got
real ...

When the nmercs set in on his people, it was par for the
course in that part of the world: bullets and bl oodst ones.
Vinoc's 'death’ was nmuch nore personal, probably a request

of his brother. The nercs bound himto the dirt, covered him
in the blood and skins of his own people and decided to |et
Africa kill him It didn"t. It gave himnew life. Fromhis
account, the animals protected himand brought food. The
harsh el enents washed over him but he didn't die. Lying

hal f - dead, | ooking at the sky day and night, he said he saw
Cod.

| know, | would probably roll my eyes too, if the results
weren’t so unbelievable. Vinoc escaped (said he "got up’)
and went on the bl oodi est one-man war | had ever heard of. |
don’t know what the rebels taught himas a kid, but | know
it wasn’t how to do that. Also, the guy has an unusual
relationship with aninmals now. Wien | found him he was
living in the desert, sleeping at a canpfire, surrounded by
al nost ever predatorial aninmal on the continent. It |ooked
i ke naptinme at ny son’s daycare (Note: delete that | ast
part later. I'mon a roll).

As a result of his experience, Vinoc now has a kinship with
nature. Like Estella and Bashira, being on his native |and
enhances his abilities. Difference is, for Vinoc, nature is
everywhere. Swinmng in a | ake, eating vegetation, sleeping
in the forest have all shown considerable effects on his
physi ol ogy. He’'s shown resistance to extrene weat her

condi tions which could conme in handy given our future
destinations. He’s al so now i nmune to toxins and poisons,
whi ch cones in handy during dinner tinme. The guy volunteers
to taste our food for poisons. Trust me when | say that shit
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matters. Hel ps bring the teamtogether and it has kept ne
alive several tines (nore on that |ater).

Despite his handl e, Rebel Soldier’s |east valuable skill to
me is that of being warrior (though, he is a bad dude). 1’ ve
got nore than enough powerhouses on the squad, but Vinoc’'s
the glue that holds us. He is the 'last’ of his African
tribe (technically, there’'s another left...for now), a fact
that endears himto Estella. The divine intervention in his
survival connects himto Bashira and Axel’s newly acquired
mlitary and fighting acunen have nmade them i deal training
partners. W see a |ot of shit out here that bothers ne.

Vi noc’s presence keeps ne steady, and grounds ne in truth
and goodness. You literally want to be a better person just
standi ng near the guy. Still, his devotion to revenge won’t
allow himto conmt full-tine. |1’ve offered ny resources,
but Vinoc knows the identity and whereabouts of all the
mercs responsi ble for the genocide. He just knows. More

di sturbing is he hasn't been wong yet. | guess CGod told
hi m

Hi s one-nman war aside, Rebel Soldier is on the target |ist
for several governnents. One of the reasons | know |I'm
smarter than everyone el se is because where they see a mark,
| see the greatest spy in H story. A good operative needs
eyes everywhere (or so I'mtold) and Rebel Sol dier, through
the animal kingdom literally has eyes everywhere. He can
comuni cate with themwhich allows us to relay information

off the grid. On second thought, I'"mstarting to see why
they woul d REALLY want himdead. Still, a weapon in your
hand is a weapon in mne after | TAKE it. | recruited him

and he believes in our cause if nothing nore than to bring
bal ance to the world, nature, and the spiritual real magain.
How we do that is beyond ne, but Vinoc is crucial to that
process.

Being with us has kept the vultures at bay for now Best
thing to do is to keep watching each other’s backs. | don’t
mnd the view if he doesn’t.



