The Tepid Traveler

A Screenplay by Paul J Klostermann

For Slim Productions

Characters: 2 Detectives, a “traveler”, a doctor

Int. Police Station; Somewhere in the US

On screen - October 17, 2006

Detective 2 whispers in Detective 1’s ear:

Det 1 Smokes Cigar:

Det 1

Alright. 

To “Traveller”:

Det 1

State your name

Traveler

Orion Donelli 

Det 1

Date of birth

Traveler

July 6, 2085

Detective 2 paces rapidly:

Det 1

Place of birth

Traveler

Cincinnati, Ohio

Det 2 interrupts:

Det 2

In 2085?

Traveler

Correct

Det 2

Yeah bullshit

Det 1 calms 2:

Det 1

Dave. Now Orion, why are you here?

Traveler

To warn you

Det 1

Of?

Traveler

Global warming

Det 2

Oh for God’s sake

Det 1

Dave. That’s enough

Det 2

What? This son of bitch is just another liberal whacko. 2085? I bet

Det 1

Dave! Alright Orion…

Notices a scar:

Det 1

Where did that scar come from?

Traveler

This is a sun smolder

Det 1

Smolder?

Traveler

Severe burn

Det 1

Why is it so centralized?

Traveler

The ozone layer has a number of holes. If you stand in the wrong spot where I’m from, you get smoldered

Det 2

Oh Jesus H. Christ

Det 1 glances at 2:

Det 1

Now Orion, you say you have to warn us. 

What do you mean by that?

Traveler

I have come back to share my knowledge with your society.

If you can change what your society promotes-burning fossil fuels, spraying aerosols, smoke stacks---your society can change what will become. They say hindsight is 20-20. I don’t know if that’s true. Your posterity knows what went wrong, but couldn’t change the past. I suppose the saying should be that hindsight is 50-50. 

Det 1

Is this stuff all for real?

Traveler

I guess you’ll find out. 

On screen: April 15, 3015

Shot Ext. Dumberton Oaks insane Asylum

Int. Dumberton Oaks insane asylum:

Traveler, sitting on a bed, rubbing his arm to create a scar:

Pan around room. See global warming propaganda:

Doctor enters:

Doctor

Are you ready for your medicine Mr Donelli?

Traveler

Medicine? I bet.

Writes in journal:

Voice Over

He gave me another shot this morning. I know what they’re trying to do. After I break out of here, I’m gonna kill the tyrant that leads this capitalistic haven of bullshit known as the United States of America

Fade as he reads:

Fade to white

