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FADE | N:
| NT. BEDROOM MORNI NG - DAY

BOBBY awakes fromhis sleep. A noise startled him He sits
up and |listens, hearing only the white noise created by his
conputer's cooling fan.

He clinmbs out of bed. H s hair a hot ness.

CUT TO

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM DOWNSTAI RS - DAY

BOBBY is the typical nodern-day teenager. He is (17),
dar k- hai red and ski nny.

Hs famly perfornms their daily ritual of sitting at the
breakfast table prior to | eaving the house.

JENNI, his sister, (19) is beautiful. Her blonde hair flows
down to the small of her back. She listens to her MP3 pl ayer
whil e eating sone bland | ooki ng toast.

WLLIAM his father (50), is a successful businessman. Hi s
shirt is perfectly pressed and his hair is imuacul ate. He
reads his newspaper.

KATHERI NE, his nother, (md 40's), is Ms. C eaver
rei ncarnated. She stands over a hot stove cooking punpkin
pancakes in her cheesy apron.

KATHERI NE
(turns to him
Happy Hal | oneen! Conme get sone
br eakf ast .

BOBBY
Thanks mom - -

Bobby sits and is taken back by the orange and green col or
of the pancakes on his plate.

BOBBY
VWhat is this?

KATHERI NE
They' re pancakes honey. .. your
favorite.



BOBBY
| know they're pancakes... but
t hese are strange col ored
pancakes. ..

KATHERI NE
They're festive.

Bobby exam nes one of them Ilifting it with his fork.

BOBBY
That they are --

KATHERI NE
-- You know, Ethiopian kids would
| ove to have col ored pancakes, or
any pancakes for that matter.

W LLI AM
(reading his paper)
Just eat 'em .. they're not gonna
kill you.

BOBBY
Are you sure?

W LLI AM
(stern | ook)
" m sure.

KATHERI NE
You don't have to eat themif you
don't want to, | can fix you
sonething else --

BOBBY
-- noit's fine. I'll just eat
around it.

JENNI
God, you are so picky...

He nocks her.

BOBBY
|"msorry what was that? |
couldn't hear you... | have ny np3

player in ny ear so | can't hear
what people are saying --

JENNI
-- real mature --



BOBBY
-- actually I"'mvery mature for
my age, but | wouldn't expect you
to know anyt hi ng about that.

JENNI
(rolls her eyes)
VWhat ever... tool

BOBBY
| amvery cool, thank you. That's
nice of you to say, and | |ove
your costume by the way...

JENNI
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

BOBBY
Your costune... the w cked bitch
of the west? Isn't that what
you' re wearing?

She flips himthe mddle finger.

W LLI AM
Enough you two, you're giving ne a
headache.

KATHERI NE

And wat ch your | anguage..

BOBBY
What about the finger nom you saw
she flipped ne off?

KATHERI NE
No fingers either...be nice.

Bobby smrks at Jenni through a nouth full of green
pancakes. She sticks her tongue out at him

Kat heri ne sits down and dri nks her tea.

KATHERI NE
So, tonights the big party huh?

BOBBY
That rem nds ne, | need to borrow
t he car.

W LLI AM
You know | hate when you ask | ast-
m nut e.



BOBBY

Pl ease dad...|l swear |1'll be hone
by mdnight. And I'Il wash and wax
it this weekend...

W LLI AM
El even.

BOBBY

El even-thirty.

W LLI AM
The time is not open to
di scussion...eleven and it's
yours. |If not, then you can wal k.

BOBBY
Eleven is so early --

JENNI
--  what woul d KERRY think about a
little boy that has to be honme by

el even?
KATHERI NE
Who's Kerry?
BOBBY
She's just a girl... don't listen
to her nom She's just nad because
she still lives at hone and only
eats plants and grass.
JENNI
(snaps back)
"' ma vegan.
BOBBY

You' re mal nuri shed.

W LLI AM
Good God! That's enough with you
two, can't you just get along for
five m nutes!

She | ooks at her father with angel eyes.

JENNI
Sorry daddy. ..

Wlliamjets up fromhis chair, dows his coffee and fol ds
t he newspaper.



W LLI AM
|"mlate... gotta run

He kisses his wife, puts his suit jacket on and wal ks out
the front door.

W LLI AM
Have a good day everyone!
BOBBY
(yells to him

Bye dad.

Jenni stands and puts her dishes in the sink, then makes her
way to the staircase. She flips BOBBY the bird a second tine
on her way up

Bobby's mouth crammed full of pancake.

BOBBY
You saw that! She flipped nme off
again! You said no fingers..

KATHERI NE
Ch relax. You two need to learn to
get along. She's your ol der
si ster.

BOBBY
We're kids, that's what we do.
It's a | ove-hate thing.

KATHERI NE
| know it doesn't seemlike it,
but she'll need you eventually.
She sips her tea.
KATHERI NE
So who's Kerry?
BOBBY
A girl at school.
KATHERI NE
Do you like her?
BOBBY
Alittle...
KATHERI NE

Are we going to get to neet her?



BOBBY
Maybe... | gotta tell you this
conversation is making ne a little
unconfortabl e.

KATHERI NE
VWiy? It's not like we're talking
about .. .ya know.

BOBBY
No... | don't know.

KATHERI NE
You know --

She nmout hs the word "sex".

BOBBY
-- you know what? | don't wanna
know. I'mlate for school.

He junps up, kisses his nomon the cheek and heads for the
door. He conplinments her on the way out.

BOBBY
| was wrong about the pancakes,
they were fantastic... |ove you
nom

KATHERI NE

Have a good day.

She is |left alone at the table.

| NT. STONECREST H GH SEN OR HALLWAY - DAY

Bobby stands at his open locker, the inside is riddled with
novi e posters. He searches through his books and slans the
| ocker door closed. SUDDENLY - TOBY appears.

TOBY
Boo!
BOBBY
(startl ed)
| hate it when you do stuff I|ike
t hat !

TOBY (17) is your typical long-haired surfer boy. Hs
Hawai i an shirts never match his pants.



TOBY
Did |l get you?
BOBBY
Yeah, pretty good.
TOBY
Ri ght on man.
BOBBY
Li sten, good news, | got ny dad's
car for tonight.
TOBY
Rad. . .
BOBBY
So don't be late. I'll pick you up

around seven.

TOBY
My "rents are out of town so | can
stay out as late as | want.

BOBBY
| wish, |I have to be hone by
el even.
Toby | ooks past him
TOBY

Dude, check it out. Alittle slice
of heaven at twel ve o' cl ock..

KERRY, (18), gorgeous brown hair, a slimwaste and fl aw ess
war dr obe wal ks towards them She is the envy of every high
school girl and the desire of every adol escent boy.

BOBBY
(whi spers)
She's perfect...

Toby urges him from behi nd.

TOBY
Go talk to her.

BOBBY
No, not yet.

TOBY

VWhat are you waiting for? She's
right there man.



BOBBY

You don't understand...| need to
figure out what to say to her
first.

As she arrives where the two of them are standi ng, Toby
shoves Bobby out into her path, forcing themto collide.

BOBBY
(slamm ng into her)
l"msorry...l just --

KERRY
-- it's okay.

BOBBY
| hope | didn't break any of your
nail s or anything...
She smles at him

KERRY
Really, it's fine.

Bobby wears a childish grin.

KERRY
Do | know you?
BOBBY
VWiy? Do | ook famliar?
KERRY
Kind of...
BOBBY

W' ve been in school together for
i ke six years.

KERRY
Real | y?

BOBBY
Yeah, it's okay...|l didn't expect
you to notice. |'m Bobby.

She studies him thinking there mght be a spark of
chem stry between them

KERRY
Sorry...l"mKerry.

They sm | e awkwardly.



KERRY
So, are you going to that party

toni ght ?
BOBBY

Yeah, |'lI|l be there. You?
KERRY

Sone friends are basically
dragging me out there...so | guess
so.

BOBBY
(uneasy)
Ah, friends...can't live with them
or without 'em

He knows his attenpt at hunor has failed. She awkwardly
| aughs.

KERRY

D dn't Bono sing about that?
BOBBY

| guess.
KERRY

"Il see ya there?
She conti nues down the hall.
BOBBY
(to her)
You bet.

He wal ks back over to a jittery Toby.

BOBBY

Why woul d you do that?
TOBY

Do what ?
BOBBY

Push me into her? You don't push
people into girls that |ook |ike
t hat!

TOBY
She totally thought you were hot.



BOBBY
No, I"mpretty sure she thought
was an idiot with stupid jokes.

TOBY
You guys are gonna get...it...on.
Bobby shakes his head.
BOBBY

You know, sonetines | wonder why |
hang out with you.

| NT. CLASSROOMt LATER - DAY

Literature cl ass.

Rows of bored seniors and books adorn the shel ves.

COSFELD, the starving-artist-slash dramatic-poet,
his next victim

He peruses his class rol e book.
MR. COSFELD

don't know, why don't we go

Ch |
with... M. Harris?

Bobby sits up from his sl ouch

BOBBY
"' msorry?
MR. COSFELD
Your presentation... we would Iike
to hear it.
BOBBY
We woul d?

The class rolls their eyes.

MR. COSFELD
Are you prepared to give your
presentation on author Madel ei ne
L'"Engle's... AWinkle in Tinme?

BOBBY
| didn't read that book..

A few | aughs fromthe other students.

MR

10.

calls on



MR COSFELD
Real | y? Well what book did you

read?

BOBBY
(stutters)

| thought ny report wasn't due

until next week...so | hadn't
started reading yet. | was going
to though.

MR. COSFELD

Whi ch work of classic Anmerican
literature did you choose? Since
nmy selection didn't tickle your

fancy.

11.

Bobby rummages through his bag, as if an answer coul d be

found in it. He takes out a copy of The Wt chnen.

| aughs yet again.

MR, COSFELD

VWhat... is that?

BOBBY

This is the book I was going to

read for nmy presentation.
MR COSFELD
That is not a book... that is

comc --

BOBBY

a

-- right, a comc book. Enphasis

on book. ..

MR, COSFELD

(di scontent)

And what is this conm c book about?

BOBBY
(uncertain)

| dunno. | was gonna read it this
weekend. .. but it is the best

selling graphic novel

of all

MR, COSFELD

Real | y? Tell ne...what
graphi c novel .

is a

tine.

The cl ass

Bobby | ooks around, the entire class awaiting his nmagical

escape fromthe hole he has dug.



12.

BOBBY
(sml es)
Wait a mnute...is this one of

t hose things where you don't know
the answer to sonething, so you're
asking me so that | can tell you
and then you pass it off |ike you
knew it all al ong?

MR COSFELD
Get out.
INT. JENNI'S ROOM - NI GHT

Bobby cracks open the bedroom door. He sneaks a peek inside,
t hen knocks softly.

Jenni is on her bed, studying and watching tel evision.

JENNI
Usual Iy you'd knock.
BOBBY
| did.
JENNI
Yea but usually you knock, then
cone in.
BOBBY
You want me to try it again?
JENNI
What do you want verm n?
BOBBY
Well, can | cone in?
JENNI

Fi ne.

He sits at her desk, faces her and dances around the
subj ect .

BOBBY
| haven't been in your roomin
awhile. | likeit. It's ...nice.
JENNI
(unfazed)

Flattery...what do you need?



BOBBY
Look, | don't know a subtle way to
ask this...but | need your help.

JENNI
(shocked)
You need ny hel p?

BOBBY
Your advice really.

JENNI
On what ?

Bobby forces out the words.

BOBBY
Grls.

JENNI
Are you serious?

BOBBY
Yea | am | thought that because
you were a girl who dated a | ot of
guys in high school, you would
know what a girl would want in
soneone. . .

She sits up and inquires.

JENNI
s this about that Kerry girl?
BOBBY
Maybe.
JENNI
Yes or no?
BOBBY

How do you even know about her?

JENNI
Qur walls are paper thin.

BOBBY
Did you hear anything el se?

JENNI
If you tell ne...1'I|l help you.



14.

BOBBY
Not fair.
JENNI
Wll? s it?
BOBBY
(sighs)
Yeah it is.
JENNI
Well, 1'l'l let you know how to win

her over, but you have to tell ne
how many tinmes you two have gone
out .

BOBBY
None.

JENNI
Well how many tinmes have you
t al ked outsi de of school ?

BOBBY
None.

JENNI
How many tines have you tal ked at
school ?

BOBBY

I ncl udi ng earlier today...once.

JENNI
Ckay, well that's not a good
start. Does she even know you |ike
her?

BOBBY
No. Honestly...she didn't even
know ny name until | bunped into
her today. So tonight, at the
party, |'mgonna |let her know I
just don't know how to tell her.

gets cl ose and expl ai ns.

JENNI
There are three steps you need to
follow to have her eating out of
the pal mof your hand in no tine.
First, make her laugh. Tell her a
j oke, nothing too funny, but just
funny enough and definitely

( MORE)



JENNI (cont'd)
not hi ng sexual . Second, eye
contact. If she | ooks right at
you, make sure you stare right back
at her. It lets her know you nean
busi ness. And third...show her you
can stand up for yourself, have
opi nions but be sensitive to hers
t 00.

He commts it to nmenory.

BOBBY
Be funny but not too funny, show
her | mean business and have
opi ni ons but be sensitive?

JENNI
That's it.

BOBBY
That's....really good advice. |'m

ki nda shocked --

JENNI
-- well try it out and see what
happens, but don't tell me because
| do not want to be part of your
| ove life.

BOBBY
Thanks. . .

He | eaves her room

| NT. BOBBY'S ROOM - NI GHT

Bobby puts on his costune; a white t-shirt, black vinyl
zi p-up j acket, black pol yester pants, dark sungl asses and
sl i ck-back hair.

He wi nks at hinself in the mrror.

BOBBY
(to hinself)
Funny and sensitive with sone
opinions... that's ne.



16.
| NT. CAR- FRONT SEAT - N GHT

Bobby, resenbling every nale character from Grease, puts it
in reverse and backs down the driveway slowy.

FRONT PORCH

WIlliamwal ks out of the front door in his robe and boxer
shorts.

W LLI AM
El even on the dot...not a mnute
after!

BOBBY ( OS)

Don't wait up!

W LLI AM
(to hinself)
He's gonna be | ate..

EXT. TOBY'S DRI VEWAY- LATER - N GHT

Bobby stands outside his father's sports car in ful
costune. The driver's side windowis rolled dow, allow ng
himto honk several tinmes from outside.

A nmonment | ater, Toby wal ks out of the garage in costune.
A di scouraged | ook cones over Bobby's face.

BOBBY
Are you kidding nme?

TOBY is dressed up as the Burger King "King." He talks while
wearing his mask, his words nuffl ed.

TOBY
What ?

BOBBY
That's the best you could do?

TOBY
You don't like it?

BOBBY
It's terrible.

TOBY
Why ?



17.

BOBBY
Because, you're wearing the
scariest and gayest costune at the
exact sane tinme... | nean really,
t he Ki ng?

TOBY
Dude, | told you this was what
was weari ng.

BOBBY
When you said The King... |
t hought you neant Elvis.

TOBY
El vis? What was he ever the king
of ?

BOBBY
Rock and roll!

TOBY

He sucked.
Bobby gives up the argunent.

BOBBY
Fine. Just get in the car and lets

go. .

They each get in the car, |ooking foolish as they back out
of the driveway.

TOBY (0S)
| wish this suit cane with rea
cheeseburgers. .

BOBBY ( OS)
You' re unbel i evabl e.

| NT. PARTY - NI GHT
As high school Hall oween parties go, this is a good one. The
entire house is peppered with fully costuned teens, nmusic in

t he background and tiny conversations.

Bobby and Toby enter. Around them teenagers flirt and
m ngl e.



18.

BOBBY
Stick to the plan alright? Go
survey the crowd and |I'll head for
t he keg.

TOBY
CGot ya.

BOBBY
If you find her first, come get
ne.

Toby wal ks of f but Bobby stops hi mand hands himthe car
keys.

BOBBY
Hol d these, | can't have anything
in ny hands when | talk to her.
don't want to cone off too
fidgety.

He takes them and saunters off.

| NT. PARTY- KITCHEN - NI GHT
Bobby's eyes |ight up.

Kerry, dressed as a sexy playboy bunny, stands by the sink.
She is surrounded by a group of jocks. They talk MOS and the
MJUSCULAR JOCK begins to place his hands all over her butt.
She shoves his hand away several tines.

Bobby gul ps, nmusters up sone courage and approaches them
The harassnent stops for the nonent.

BOBBY
How s it going guys?

MUSCULAR JOCK
It was going just fine, why don't
you get lost...

BOBBY
| saw that you were getting a
l[ittle touchy, and she didn't seem
to like it nmuch...so why don't you
cut that out?

The guys laugh. Kerry freezes and noves slightly toward
Bobby.



19.

MUSCULAR JOCK
And what if | don't wanna cut it
out ?

BOBBY
Look, | don't want any trouble,
it's just that. ..
(he freezes)
she's ny girlfriend.

MUSCULAR JOCK
(to Kerry)
You can't be serious... hinf

She nods.

BOBBY
Sorry to di sappoi nt.

MUSCULAR JOCK
Aren't you the kid that's al ways
pi cked last in gymclass? You're
al ways standing there with your
hands in your pockets.

BOBBY
| guess so.
MUSCULAR JOCK
(j okes)
You shouldn't pick at it...it"ll
grow on it's own.
They all |augh, Bobby forces an artificial smle and zings
back.
BOBBY

| was just warm ng your |unch..

The nuscul ar jock frowns and | eads the group out of the
kit chen, defeated.

KERRY
Thanks for that.

Bobby | ooks at her, conpletely plasticized and wearing an
artificial smle.

BOBBY
It |ooked |ike you needed a hand
wi th those guys.

Ankward sil ence.



20.

KERRY
| "' m gonna grab sone fresh air.
BOBBY
Yeah, go right ahead..
She wal ks of f. Bobby watches, conpletely confused, |like a
lost child at the carnival. He scratches his head. Then,
realizing --
BOBBY

-- Kerry wait up

EXT. PARTY- POCL DECK - N GHT

Kerry and Bobby share a | ounge chair by the pool. The bl ue
lights in the water create an ocean-1|i ke atnosphere of
ripples and |ines.

KERRY
| so just wanna go hone right now.

BOBBY
You' re not having a good tine?

KERRY
| am..it's just that I'mso sick
and tired of all of this.

BOBBY
Al'l what ?

KERRY
Bei ng popul ar, being ne, always
putting up a front at school.

BOBBY
You? Put up a front? | can't see
t hat .
KERRY
It's the unseen side of being
popul ar .
BOBBY
(t hi nks)

VWll do you know what the
di fference between a handgun and a
popul ar girl is?

KERRY
No. .



BOBBY
A handgun never asks if the new
grips nmake its hips look fat...

They sni cker.

She perks

KERRY
But seriously... the judgenent |
get, it's enough to nake you wanna
stay hone everyday.

BOBBY
That's terrible.

KERRY
Tell me about it. And then they
call nme nanes when | wal k down the
hall... as if | don't hear them
(sad)
Maybe they want ne to hear them

BOBBY
| woul d have thought it m ght be
t he ot her way around.

KERRY
What do you nean?

BOBBY
| mean | have nmy own opi ni on about
t hose people...

up.

BOBBY
| think they're just jealous. It's
easier to poke fun than pay a
conpl i nent.

KERRY
That's true... sonmetines | want to
transfer schools and start over.

BOBBY
(abrupt)
No. You don't wanna do that.

KERRY
Wy not ?

BOBBY
Because... people would m ss
you. ..

21.



22.

KERRY
Li ke who?

BOBBY
Li ke...teachers. Teachers |ove
you, they'd mss their favorite
st udent .

KERRY
Nice try.

Bobby | ooks around, then turns to her and gazes right into
her eyes.

BOBBY
|'"d m ss you.

KERRY
(taken back)
VWhat ? You don't even know ne. ..

BOBBY
| know that, but 1've waited for
this nonment for |like six years --

KERRY
-- what nonent?

BOBBY
Just to sit and talk to you.

Her eyes glaze a bit. They sit there | ooking at each ot her
in silence. The party is still going strong inside the house
behi nd t hem

Their heads slowy inch toward one anot her, neeting hal fway
for a sweet kiss. She pulls her head back abruptly, killing
t he nonent.

She | ooks fl ustered.
KERRY

| should get going, ny friends are
gonna wonder where | am

BOBBY
|"msorry. | hope | didn't make
you --

KERRY
-- Noit's alright, | just need

to go.



23.

They both stand, she begins to wal k away and turns back to
hi m

KERRY
Way'd you wait six years to talk
to me?

BOBBY

| have no i dea.

KERRY
You shoul dn't have.

She wal ks through the sliding glass door. Bobby takes in the
monment and punps his fist in excitenent.

| NT. PARTY- FRONT YARD - N GHT

Bobby searches the pockets of drunk teens for Toby, but he
is nowhere to be found. He gl ances down at his watch.

| NSERT: Wi stwatch
It reads 10:45 pm

BOBBY
(to hinself)
Dammt, |'m gonna be | ate.

Hi s eyes settle ahead of him followed by a grimstare.

EXT. THE CAR- JUST THEN - N GHT

His father's car, once unblem shed, now rests atop cinder
bl ocks, is mssing all four tires and the words "Warm My
Lunch Now' have been spray-painted down one entire side of
the shiny red finish

BOBBY
(to hinself)
That's just perfect...

He | ooks back down at his watch and nmakes an apprehensive
deci si on.

BOBBY

(1 ow)
Sorry Toby.

He begi ns joggi ng down the street.



24.
EXT. STREET- M NUTES LATER - N GHT

Bobby' s pace has quickened. His | egs noving as fast as they
can while he races against the clock.

Hi s body knifes its way past white picket fences, tall oak
trees, houses decorated w th punpkins, dangling ghosts and
fake spi der webs.

VRl STWATCH
It reads 10: 54 pm
BOBBY

He stops running. His palnms rest on his knees as he bends
down to catch his breath. Upon standing upright again, it
hits him

BOBBY
(1 ow)
-- where i s everyone?

It's too quiet for Halloween night. There is a feeling that
sonmeone is watching him followed by a sense of isolation.

He takes a few cautious steps down the uneven sidewal k when
SUDDENLY AND W THOUT WARNI NG there is a LOUD SCREECH
foll owed by a glowing EXPLOSION i n the nearby woods.

He flinches at the sound, his eyes reflecting the deep red
and yell ow col ors given off by the nmushroomcloud of fire
just beyond the rooftops.

EXT. WOODS- M NUTES AFTER THE EXPLOSI ON - N GHT

He arrives at the crash site, and is nmet there by a dozen or
so confused individuals fromthe surroundi ng hones.

CRASH SI TE

Crcular in shape, letting out snoke and produci ng smal |
manageabl e fires. Nearby trees are bent halfway up the bark,
their tops pointing down toward the abyss.

OLDER WOVAN
Soneone call the police!

UNKNOWN MAN ( OS)
VWhat the hell is it?



25.

FAT MAN
Was it a plane?

OLDER WOVAN ( OS)
It's too small to be a pl ane.

Bobby, unsure of what he is experiencing, glances back at
hi s wat ch.

VRl STWATCH
It reads 11:05pm
CRASH SI TE

He slowy steps away, turns and sprints back to the dark
street.

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Bobby | ooks ridicul ous running down the street in his
greaser getup. From behind, a police car appears in the
dar kness, |ights beam ng.

Br eat hi ng heavi er than before, he flags himdown and
struggles to talk.

BOBBY
(exhaust ed)
Stop! Stop! There's been an
acci dent. ..

CUT TO

I NT. OFFI CER WTNAM S OFFI CE- LATER - N GHT

Bobby waits quietly in the uninmaginative room still wearing
hi s costune.

OFFI CER W TNAM 40, salt and pepper hair and seriously in
need of a vacation, struts in and sits across from him

OFFI CER W TNAM
This isn't what you expected when
you got picked up?

No answer.

OFFI CER W TNAM
So. ..



No answer.

Bobby rol |

OFFI CER W TNAM
Where do you want to start?

BOBBY
| already told the other officer
everything | know.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Do you know why you're here?

BOBBY
| have no cl ue.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Vell, here's what | know... | know
that it's after eleven o' cl ock and
you' re sprinting down the m ddl e
of River Street dressed |like the
Fonz. ..

s his eyes.

OFFI CER W TNAM
| know that we picked you up and
you were hysterical, talking about
sonmet hing crashing into the woods
off Ellerton. The officer
descri bed you as being "as
i ncoherent as a crackhead." That
doesn't sound |i ke normal behavi or
to ne.

BOBBY
Look, | al ready expl ai ned
everything --

OFFI CER W TNAM
-- explain it again.

Bobby grows inpatient.

BOBBY
| was at a party, that's why I'm
dressed like this. | got into an

argunment with sonme guys from
school --

OFFI CER W TNAM
-- argunent about what?

26.
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BOBBY
Over a girl.

OFFI CER W TNAM
VWhat happened?

BOBBY
They were touching her, so | told
themto stop, that's pretty much
it.

COFFI CER W TNAM
So party, argunent, then what?

BOBBY
Then, | went outside to | eave so |
coul d be hone by el even and the
sanme douchebags fromthe party had
destroyed ny father's car --

OFFI CER W TNAM
-- destroyed?

BOBBY
They took off the tires and spray-
painted it.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Anyt hi ng specific?

BOBBY
(enbarrassed)
They asked ne why ny hands were
al ways in ny pockets and | told
them | was warm ng their lunch..
so that's what they wote on the
car. ..

OFFI CER W TNAM
| ' m confused. ..

BOBBY
(aggr avat ed)
Look, it's not inportant...| just
want to go hone.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Cal m down. What happened after you
saw t he car?

BOBBY
| saw that | couldn't drive honme
so | started running to try to
make it in tine, and that's when
( MORE)



BOBBY (cont' d)
had this strange feeling --

OFFI CER W TNAM
-- like what?

Bobby's face changes to a concerned frown.

BOBBY
There was no one around. It was
conpl etely dark. ..

OFFI CER W TNAM
It was |late at night.

BOBBY
It's Hal |l oween. ..

OFFI CER W TNAM
kay...so fromthe party to the
street | got that. Tell me about

t he crash.

BOBBY
| was standing there and heard
this |oud sound, | turned to the

woods and there was all this snpoke
and a huge fire --

OFFI CER W TNAM
-- so you didn't actually see a
crash?

BOBBY
No, | was facing the other
direction when it happened.

OFFI CER W TNAM
VWhat crashed?

BOBBY
| DON T KNOW

O ficer Wtnam | eans back, sighs and thinks.

COFFI CER W TNAM
Vell... was it a car? A plane,
fireworks?

BOBBY
Look, | told you...l don't know
what it was. There had to be
soneone else that called it in,
there was a wonan there telling us
( MORE)



BOBBY (cont' d)
to call the police, there were
pl enty of other people standing
around!

They stare at each other. Bobby's face shows his
frustration.

BOBBY
No one called it in?

Oficer Wtnam nods no.

BOBBY
Geat...

OFFI CER W TNAM
There hasn't been a call al
ni ght. ..

BOBBY
That's not strange to you either?

Wl liamand Katherine rush into the room and see Bobby
t here.

W LLI AM

(angry) _
VWhat the hell is going on here?

KATHERI NE
(concer ned)
Are you okay?

BOBBY
['mfine nom..

OFFI CER W TNAM
Fol ks, I"'m O ficer Wtnam W
brought your son in because he was
runni ng down a pedestrian street
|ate at night, claimng to have
seen a crash nearby --

BOBBY
-- | did see a crash

OFFI CER W TNAM
You just told ne you didn't...so
which is it?
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W LLI AM
What crash? What are you talking
about ?

OFFI CER W TNAM
I"mtrying to figure it out
mysel f...

The voice of reason sounds.

KATHERI NE
In a town this snmall, it would
have been on the news. W were
wat chi ng the news. ..

OFFI CER W TNAM
We hadn't received any calls
ei t her.

W LLI AM
You are in big trouble. Let ne
tell you, this takes the cake.

OFFI CER W TNAM
St andard procedure says have to
take his claimseriously...so |
t hi nk what m ght be best is for
the four of us to take a ride out
there...if there was a crash
there's bound to be signs of one.

BOBBY
(relieved)

Thank you! Yes, let's do that...
then you'll see that |'m not
crazy.

KATHERI NE
Oficer, what if we don't find
anyt hi ng?

OFFI CER W TNAM
Then he's all yours..

CUT TO

EXT. WOODS - N GHT

O ficer Wtnam Bobby and his parents use flashlights to
navi gate through the thick wall of trees. They arrive at the
crash site. Nothing is out of the ordinary.



OFFI CER W TNAM
s this about where you said it
happened?

BOBBY
(frantic)
Yea but...there was a huge hole
and snoke. The trees were all bent
down --

W LLI AM
-- trees this tall don't just
bend.

Bobby paces, searching for an answer.

BOBBY
You have to believe ne. It didn't
| ook like this an hour ago.

OFFI CER W TNAM
So right now, it |ooks |like
not hi ng happened, but an hour ago,
there was a gigantic hole right
where we're standing?

BOBBY
Yes!

OFFI CER W TNAM
How do you explain that?

BOBBY
| dunno, maybe the ot her people
that were here cleaned it all up?

KATHERI NE
(sarcastically)
Il

The filled the hol e and unbent the

trees?

BOBBY
Maybe we shoul d ask thenf

KATHERI NE
It's after mdnight...

There is a nonent of silence.
OFFI CER W TNAM

It may be the only way we're gonna
get to the bottom of this ness.
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CUT TO

EXT. FRONT DOOR- A HOUSE NEARBY - NI GHT

Oficer Wtnamrings the bell. Bobby, tired and dirty,
stands at his side. Hs parents wait back at the police car.

The ol der woman fromearlier opens the door wearing a
tattered old nightgowmn and has rollers in her hair. She owns
a bizarre, w de-eyed |look, as if she were from anot her

pl anet .

OFFI CER W TNAM
Good evening mss. I'"'msorry to
bot her you so late, but this young
man nentioned that he m ght have
seen an accident of some sort in
t he woods behi nd your house.

She freakishly turns her stare to Bobby.

OLDER WOVAN
(nonot onous)
| s that so?

OFFI CER W TNAM
Yes, about an hour ago.

She hol ds her frightening gaze on him

OLDER WOVAN
| ve been home all night.

OFFI CER W TNAM
So you haven't seen or heard
anything like that tonight?

OLDER WOVAN
No.

Bobby and the ol der woman have an awkward stare off.
OFFI CER W TNAM ( 0S)
Well thank you for your tine, and
have a good ni ght.
She shuts the door, never breaking eye contact wth Bobby.
THE DRI VEWAY

They wal k to the police car.
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BOBBY
Did you see the way she was
| ooki ng at me? She's got sonething
to hide...

OFFI CER W TNAM
She's probably just pissed off
that | got her out of bed this
late. W'll give it one nore a
shot .

BOBBY
She | ooked |li ke a zonhie.

OFFI CER W TNAM

(grins)
So now you' re seeing zonbies?

CUT TO

EXT. FRONT DOOR- NEXT HOUSE OVER - N GHT
Oficer Wtnamrings the bell, again wth Bobby at his side.

The fat man fromearlier opens the door wearing the exact
sane freakish w de-eyed expression as the old woman. He
speaks in a bland scripted manner.

FAT MAN
Can | help you officer?

OFFI CER W TNAM
|"msorry to bother you so |ate,
but could you tell nme if there's
been an accident of sone kind in
t he woods behi nd you hone
recently?

FAT MAN
Not that | know of, did soneone
say there was?

OFFI CER W TNAM
This young man reported it around
el even o' cl ock.

The fat nman glares a hol e through Bobby.

FAT MAN
He nust be insane --
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BOBBY
-- that's bullshit! You were
t her el

OFFI CER W TNAM
Alright, that's enough! Sorry to
bot her you sir, have a good night.

FAT MAN
You really should | earn sone
manners young nan. .

They nove off the front steps.

FAT MAN
(nore)
It isn't nice to nake up stories.

Bobby yells back at him

BOBBY
You were standing right there!
This is ridiculous...

He sl ans the door shut.

EXT. POLICE CAR- M NUTES LATER - NI GHT
They arrive at Bobby's parents still w thout an expl anati on.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Well folks, | don't think we're
gonna get anywhere trying to ask
t he nei ghbors if they saw
anyt hi ng.

W LLI AM
VWhat did they say?

OFFI CER W TNAM
Not hi ng. They said they haven't
see anything out of the ordinary.

Kat herine's worri ed not her node kicks in.

KATHERI NE
So now what? | nean does he go to
jail?

OFFI CER W TNAM
No. | think the best thing to do
woul d be to take him hone. 1'1
fill out a report and we'll settle
( MORE)
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OFFI CER W TNAM (cont ' d)
on it being Hall oween and your son
just freaked out a little bit.

BOBBY
| didn't freak out, | know what |
saw.

MR. COSFELD
| could say you were on drugs?

KATHERI NE
Ch please don't do that officer

W LLI AM
If | were you, | would keep ny
nmout h shut. You're in enough
trouble as it is.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Well, he's all yours..
(remenbers)
By the way, what do you want ne to
do about your car?

Bobby's eyes roll back, he forgot to add that disaster to
hi s tab.

W LLI AM
What happened to ny car?
| NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT

Bobby | eans up agai nst the kitchen counter, taking a verbal
| ashing fromhis parents.

W LLI AM
How di d you ever screw up so
badl y?

BOBBY

| didn't do anything on purpose.

W LLI AM
It doesn't matter --

BOBBY
-- it's not ny fault you don't
bel i eve ne.

Wl liamgrows angry.
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W LLI AM
First you get the car vandali zed
by a bunch of high school punks,
then you're late getting hone, you
don't call and to top it off you
get arrested for claimng you saw
sonme kind of explosion that never
happened!

(sighs)

|'"d say that's one pretty exciting
ni ght woul dn't you?

KATHERI NE
Honey, we just want you to be
honest with us.

BOBBY
| am bei ng honest --

W LLI AM
-- do you have any idea how hard
this nmakes it to trust you now?

Si | ence.

KATHERI NE
It's late...your father and | wll
tal k about this and | et you know
what we decide in the norning.

BOBBY
Deci de?

W LLI AM
Sonmeone needs to pay for the
damage on the car, and you can bet
your ass you're gonna be spendi ng
alot nore time at hone for the
next coupl e weeks.

BOBBY
That isn't fair --

W LLI AM
(snaps back)
-- lifeisn't fair, get over it.

KATHERI NE
We'll talk in the norning.

Bobby's cell phone rings in his pocket. He takes it out and
Kat heri ne snatches it out of his hand.
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BOBBY
Who is it?

She | ooks at the screen, it reads: Toby.
KATHERI NE
It's Toby, but you' re not gonna
have a phone until we figure out
this mess.

Bobby rolls his eyes and stonps to the stairs.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Bobby | ays on his bed, in normal clothes and staring at the
mul titude of pictures thunb-tacked to the adjacent wall.

Hi s eyes focus on a photo of Kerry in her cheerl eader
uni form

The door swi ngs open, killing sweet thoughts and startling
hi m
BOBBY
What the hell!
JENNI

Now you know how it feels.

He is brief with her.

BOBBY
What do you want ?
JENNI
VWhat happened?
BOBBY
Let's see...|l had the car
spray-painted, | got arrested and

mom and dad think I'mcrazy --

JENNI
-- | meant with your girlfriend.

BOBBY
She's not ny girlfriend.

JENNI
And...?



BOBBY
We ki ssed.
JENNI
(j okes)
Poor girl.
BOBBY

Doesn't matter though. 1'1l
probably be | ocked in here for
forever.

JENNI

Were you real ly arrested?
BOBBY

Yes.
JENNI

God, you're so strange..

He rolls over on his side.

BOBBY
Goodni ght .

| NT. BREAKFAST TABLE- THE NEXT MORNI NG -

38.

Bobby's famly perforns their usual early norning rituals.

Jenni

eats her tastel ess neal,

WIlliamreads the newspaper.

Bobby takes a seat,

if he is not even there.

He can tell his parents are still very upset wwth him

BOBBY
(to Katherine)
s there anything to eat?

KATHERI NE

You're a big boy, go fix yourself

sonet hi ng.

BOBBY
| take it your talk |last night
didn't go very well?

W LLI AM
What gives you that idea?

no one pays himany attention.

Kat heri ne dri nks her tea and

It's as



BOBBY
Just. ..
(sighs)
Not hi ng.
W LLI AM

Peopl e ol d enough to get arrested
can make their own breakfast,
that's howit is in prison, go
practice.

BOBBY
' m suddenly not hungry --

W LLI AM
-- your nmother and | are going to
DC for the night. Until we get
back, your sister is in charge.

KATHERI NE
W' re taking away your phone,
tel evi sion and vi deo ganes.
Under st ood?

W LLI AM
That's just the beginning. And
don't even think about goi ng out
t oni ght .

BOBBY
s this a joke?

JENNI
Nope.

BOBBY
| can pay her off.

KATHERI NE
Too | ate.

BOBBY
What ?

W LLI AM

We already paid her to nmake sure
you follow the rules...always one
st ep ahead.

BOBBY
Am |l in Russia?

Kat herine and WIIliam glance at each ot her,

sati sfi ed.

39.



40.
| NT. HOUSE- LATER - DAY
FOYER
Bobby spies out the front wi ndow, maeking sure his parents
are gone and then wal ks into the living room

LI VI NG ROOM

He sits at the conputer desk, cautiously surfing the web and
keepi ng an eye out for his sister. Afewclicks later, he

j ots down an address.

| NSERT: PI ECE OF PAPER

It reads: 142 Hamlin Court

LI VI NG ROOM

Bobby shuts the laptop, rips off the sheet of paper and
turns. JENNI | S STANDI NG THERE W TH HER ARM5S CROSSED

Bobby junps at her sight.

BOBBY
You scared the crap out of ne.
JENNI
Mom sai d no conputer.
BOBBY
So?
JENNI

So, you're breaking her rules.

BOBBY

She said no conputer...but maybe
she only neant ny conputer? Maybe
I"'mfine to use the famly
| apt op. ..

(trails off)
Wi ch was purchased for the famly
to enjoy.

JENNI
What ever. What's on the paper?

BOBBY
VWhat paper?



JENNI
The one in your pocket.
BOBBY
Not hi ng.
JENNI

Let me see it and | won't say
anyt hi ng about you going on-1line.

He gives in.

BOBBY
You're an extortionist.

He hands her the paper.

JENNI
Who's is it?
BOBBY
Kerry's... | was gonna try and see
her | ater.
JENNI
But you're not supposed to | eave
t he house.

He snatches the paper back fromher and folds it up.

JENNI
Fine, whatever...listen | need you
to look at the TV for ne.
BOBBY
"' m not supposed to do that.
JENNI
You' re not gonna watch it, | just
want you to fix it for ne.
BOBBY
Wat ch in another room
JENNI
| did that.
BOBBY

So what's the problenf

41.



42.
DEN

They stand in front of the television, staring at the
irritating black and white snow on the set.

BOBBY
What channel is this?
JENNI
Any channel ... watch
She flips the channel up a few tines, the same nothi ngness
fills the screen.

BOBBY
| s the cabl e plugged in?

JENNI
| checked that. Every TV in the
house i s the sane way.

BOBBY
Maybe it's the |ine outside?

JENNI
But you just went on-line. It's
t he sane cabl e.

BOBBY
We shoul d go check.

EXT. FRONT YARD - DAY

Bobby follows the cable fromthe base of the house to the
grass line, which leads to the cable box. Everything | ooks
fine.

BOBBY
(1 ooki ng ar ound)
That' s strange.

JENNI
What ?

BOBBY
Sonet hi ng doesn't feel right.

JENNI
Wth the cabl e?
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BOBBY
Forget the cable for a
m nute...|l ook around.
She does. No one is outside. There are no cars noving down
the street. There is no sound... just an eerie w nd bl ow ng.
JENNI
VWhat am | | ooking for?
BOBBY
Li sten.
JENNI
You just said |ook --
BOBBY
-- well listen now.
There is no sound.
BOBBY

Doesn't it seema little strange
to you that there's nothing going
on? No peopl e out or dogs barking
or anythi ng?

JENNI
Alittle, but so what?

BOBBY
It's just that |ast night on ny
way hone, | had this feeling that
sonet hing was wong...it feels the
same way right now.

JENNI
Was the cabl e out then too?

He ignores her comment. His eyes rapidly searching for signs
of life on his street.

BOBBY

(concer ned)
Let's go back inside.

| NT. HOUSE - DAY

THE DEN

Jenni stands in front of the TV, endlessly changing
channel s, hoping that wll somehow fix the problem



Bobby wal ks over and hits the power button.

JENNI
What did you do that for?

BOBBY
That's not gonna work. Let ne call
Toby to see if his cable is out
t 00?

JENNI
Mom sai d no phone.

BOBBY
Did she say | couldn't use ny
phone or any phone? Again, there
are | oop holes in these rules...

She is desperate.

JENNI
You have five mnutes, and only
Toby, no one el se.

BOBBY
Deal .

He grabs the cordl ess phone off the end table and dials.

BOBBY

(i nto phone)
H, is Toby hone?

(pauses)
Do you know where he m ght be?

(l'istens)
Okay, will you tell him Bobby
called? | need to speak with
hi m .. about one of our
assi gnenents... thanks.

He hangs up. The perturbed | ook on his face tells Jenn
sonmething is not right.

JENNI
VWhat did they say?

BOBBY
(sl ow)
He wasn't hone...

JENNI
What's wrong?

44.
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BOBBY
(troubl ed eyes)
Hi s nom never answers his phone.

JENNI
So? What does that nean?

BOBBY
It didn't sound |i ke her either,
she sounded... different.

JENNI
You're starting to wierd ne out.

He stands there, deep in thought, clutching the phone.

BOBBY
Shoul d we go over there?

JENNI
(conf used)
Why ?

BOBBY
To make sure everything' s cool.

She sits on the couch, frustrated with him

JENNI
You' re not driving anywhere,
remeneber ?

BOBBY
1" 11 wal k.

JENNI
You are so asking for it...

Bobby hol ds up the phone and dials another nunber. It rings,
t hen an answer.

BOBBY
(i nto phone)
Oficer Wtnanf
| NT. OFFI CER W TNAM S OFFI CE - DAY

Oficer Wtnamsits at his desk on the phone, filing endl ess
stacks of paperwork.



| NTERCUT-

OFFI CER W TNAM
(i nto phone)
Speaki ng.

PHONE CONVERSATI ON

BOBBY
(i nto phone)
This is Bobby Harris, froml ast
ni ght. ..

OFFI CER W TNAM
(i nto phone)
Oh, hey kid... see any UFO s since
the last tine we spoke? Maybe
bi gf oot ?

BOBBY
(i nto phone)
No. Nothing like that.

OFFI CER W TNAM
(i nto phone)
What can | do for you?

BOBBY
(i nto phone)
| just wanted to check and see if
anyone has called in about | ast
ni ght ? About seeing the crash?

OFFI CER W TNAM
(i nto phone)

Nope... | thought we took care of
that before | let you go hone | ast
ni ght ?

BOBBY

(i nto phone)
Not hing at all?

OFFI CER W TNAM
(i nto phone)
|"msorry son, but | can't waste
any nore tine on this.

BOBBY
(i nto phone)
Anyt hi ng about the cabl e being
out ?

46.
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OFFI CER W TNAM
(i nto phone)
We are not the cable conpany...

I NT. THE DEN - DAY

BOBBY
(i nto phone)
WI1l you please let ne know if you
hear sonet hi ng?

GARY (VO
Have a good day son.
(hangs up)

Bobby hangs up, shoots a | ook of concern to his sister.

BOBBY
| "' m goi ng. ..

She is confused and about to bl ow up because she has no cl ue
what is going on inside Bobby's head.

JENNI
Bobby, what the hell is going on.
|"mnot letting you | eave until
you tell ne.

BOBBY
Are you gonna hear me out or are
you blow ne off |ike everyone el se
and not listen to a word | say?

JENNI
Just tell ne.

He describes his story with passion and purpose.

BOBBY
Last night, after the party, |
tried to run hone so that |
woul dn't get in trouble. | stopped
at one point and | ooked around. It
was dead silent out. |I'mtalking
freaky quiet, just like right now
| heard an explosion and saw this
fire in the woods and when | went
to check it out there were all
t hese people there that beat ne to
it.
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JENNI
-- was it a an accident?
BOBBY
| don't know. |I left and this cop

st opped ne and brought ne in for
guestioning on why | was running
in the mddle of the street. When
| told him they didn't believe ne
so we all went to the crash scene
together to check it out and it
was gone.

JENNI
What was gone?

BOBBY
Everything. The hole, the fire,
t he snmoke...everything. The
officer and I went to the nearby
homes, but the people that were at
the crash earlier, said they
hadn't heard or seen
anything...they all had this
strange | ook on their faces and
weird tone to their voice. They
| ooked at nme like I was nuts!

JENNI
So why are you freaking out now?

H s face sickens.

BOBBY
Because Toby's nom sounded exactly
t he sane. ..

She begins to believe him

JENNI
| dunno, Bobby.

BOBBY
You don't have to believe ne, but
you have to let nme go.

They stare at each other. She can tell that he is genuinely
wor ri ed.

FOYER

Bobby opens the front door, Jenni runs up from behind.
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JENNI
| should go with you
BOBBY
(surprised)
Ckay.
JENNI
Crazy or not, dad would kill me if
you | eft and sonet hing happened to
you.

They wal k out one after another.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Bobby and Jenni wal k briskly. Wite picket fences and green
lawns in every direction. There is no sound, except for the
CLI CKI NG of a sprinkler nearby. Bobby stops.

BOBBY
It's too quiet.

JENNI
...where is everyone?

ROOFTOP

Sonething silently watches themas they stand in the mddle
of the street.

STREET

BOBBY
| don't even hear any birds.

They survey their surroundings. Jenni | ooks to her left,
takes a few sl ow steps ahead and squints in confusion.

JENNI
Look. . .

BOBBY ( OS)
VWhat is it?

He wal ks up next to her, their eyes expand.

EXT. THE PARK - DAY

Just down the hill, desolate ball fields and play areas.
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Basebal | gl oves, bats and balls are left Iying on the field
in their respective positions.

Foot bal | hel nets and pads riddle the sidelines.

The jungle gymis unattended with stroll ers and backpacks
resting on the park benches cl ose by.

| NT. STREET - DAY
They | ook out in confusion.

BOBBY
It's all just laying there...like
everyone just got up and |eft.

JENNI
Why woul d soneone do that?

BOBBY
Maybe sonet hi ng happened?

JENNI
Li ke what ?

BOBBY
| dunno. .. Sonet hi ng nust have
scared themoff...

JENNI
(sarcastically)
So they just laid everything down
perfectly and ran away?

BOBBY

You have a better explanation?
JENNI

Maybe it started raining.
BOBBY

(skeptical)
It rained here but not at our
house?
THE TREES

In the distance, sonething silently watches themthrough the
br anches.
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STREET
JENNI
So is everyone just hiding in
t heir hones?
BOBBY
Maybe they skipped town?
JENNI
Sure...thousands of people left
W thout realizing it? |Inpossible.
Bobby stares down the hill, seeing sonmeone at the edge of
t he park.

CUT TO

EXT. GREEN FI ELD - DAY

A man sits atop his riding nower. He noves over the green
patch of grass, whistling and carefree.

EXT. PARK STORAGE SHED- M NUTES LATER - DAY

They reach GARY, (40) and not extrenely smart. He wears
overalls and a red checkered flannel shirt underneath. He is
| ocki ng up his nower.

They startle him

BOBBY
Excuse ne. ..
GARY
(turns to them
Hel | o.
BOBBY

H. M sister and | were hoping
you could hel p us out.

GARY
Wth what?

BOBBY
It's Saturday...the park should be
packed. Any idea where everyone
is?

Gary | ooks at the abandoned park.



GARY
Tenpl e?

JENNI
There are like five Jew sh people
in this whole town.

GARY
Well, then | haven't the foggiest.

BOBBY
How | ong have you been out here?

GARY
Two hours. .. nmybe nore.

BOBBY
And has it been this quiet the
whol e tinme?

GARY
| think so...l was pretty busy. |
didnt't notice.

JENNI
How can you not notice sonething
i ke this?

GARY
" msorry. Just doing ny job.

BOBBY
Look, wll you do ne a favor? WII
you call the police and tell them
you need to speak with officer
W t nanf

GARY
W t nanf

BOBBY
Yes, and tell himthat the park is
enpty. Don't touch anything just
leave it all the way it is and |et
hi m come down here and see it...

GARY
| suppose | can do that.

BOBBY
Good - -

52.
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GARY
-- what did you say his nanme was?
BOBBY
(sl owy)
Oficer...Wtnam You got it?
GARY
Yep. I'll call him

Bobby grabs his sister and they race off toward the street.

Gary's body TWTCHES as if being stung by a bee. He covers
his nouth with his hand, the renoves it. There is a single
drop of blood on his palm

Seconds later, he falls to his knees, blood stream ng from
his nouth. A HAND REACHES ACRCSS H S FACE AND DRAGS HI S BODY
BEHI ND THE SHED

I NT. TOBY'S HOUSE - DAY

The front door creeps open. Bobby walks in first, placing
t he house key back in his pocket, Jenni follows himin. They
secretively | ook around.

JENNI
(whi spers)
| still say it's weird that you
have a key to his house..
BOBBY
(whi spers)

It's for emergencies...get over
it.
Everything is normal. Quiet, but normal.
BOBBY

(I ouder)
Hel | 0? Anybody hone?

No answer. Bobby | ooks back at her.

JENNI
See, he wasn't answering his phone
because he wasn't here. Let's
| eave.

BOBBY
But | just talked to his mom --
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JENNI
-- so maybe she went out too.

BOBBY
VWhat tinme is it?

She | ooks at her watch.

JENNI
Just after twelve. Wy?

BOBBY
Toby never gets out of bed before
one on weekends.

She rolls her eyes at him

JENNI
You have an excuse for everything.

BOBBY
Wth everything that's going on..
(pl eads with her)
| have to be sure.

| NT. TOBY'S BEDROOM UPSTAI RS - DAY

They push open the bedroom door. It opens and reveals a pig
sty of a room

JENNI
Oh ny God...l amnot going in

Clothing basically substitutes as carpet. There are
hal f-eaten burritos by the nightstand and surfer nagazi nes
pil ed throughout the room

Bobby searches the room Jenni stands in the corner
di sgusted, she's careful no to touch anyt hing.

BOBBY
This is so weird.

JENNI
The fact that your best friend is
a disgusting slob?

He sits on the raunchy bed.

BOBBY
All his stuff is here....
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JENNI
Maybe he's trapped under one of
t hese piles of crap.

Jenni steps over soiled boxers and socks on her way to the
bedr oom w ndow.

W NDOW

She | ooks out of the second story wi ndow. The backyard is
wel | taken care of and children's toys are scattered on the
| awn.

BACKYARD

Toby and his nother stand in the mddle of the yard, their
backs to the house, hovering over a frightened little girl.

W NDOW
Jenni takes a step back.

JENNI
| think | found them

Bobby junps up and joins her. They gawk out the w ndow
t oget her.

JENNI
Who's that girl?

He leans in close to the glass, confused by what he sees.

BOBBY
Hi s younger sister...

BACKYARD

The young girl lets out a SHRILL CRY as Toby and her nother
gaze at her with evil, lifeless eyes. They creep closer to
her and proceed to grab her off the ground. Toby hol ds her
high in the air with both hands.

He stops suddenly as if sonmeone had called his name from
behi nd.

W NDOW

Bobby and Jenni are fully engaged at the w ndow. They both
har bor | ooks of extrene concern.



BACKYARD

JENNI
VWhat the hell is he doing to her?

BOBBY
| have no i dea.

56.

Toby tosses his younger sister to his nother, who holds onto

her. They

exchange an expressionl ess stare,

t hen Toby slowy

turns his head in the direction of the house.

He sees Bobby and Jenni in his wi ndow. He ve

at them

I NT. TOBY'S ROOM - DAY

nonmously sml es

They both junp back fromthe w ndow frightened to death.

They turn
FATHER (5
there sti

BOBBY
There's definitely something wong
with him --

JENNI
-- we need to get out of here,
now.

BOBBY
Did you see he way he | ooked at
us?

JENNI
(scared)
Yes , now can we get the hell out
of here!

BOBBY
Just cal m down!

A LARGE MAN APPEARS | N THE DOORWAY. He is TOBY' S

é) | ooking at themw th vacant eyes
ff

as a board.

TOBY' S FATHER
(witless)
You nust be Toby's friends.

Bobby stutters.

BOBBY
We were just | ooking for Toby.

and st andi ng
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TOBY' S FATHER
Did you find hinf

BOBBY
(pensi ve)
We did...so we're gonna head out
now.

TOBY' S FATHER
How d you get in here?

BOBBY
Spare key. He gave ne one in case
he needed to get inside.

Toby's father takes a clunsy step forward. Jenni shields
hersel f behi nd Bobby.

TOBY' S FATHER
It isn't polite to cone into
soneone's hone w t hout aski ng.

JENNI
(scared)
Bobby do sonet hi ng.

BOBBY
" m t hinking...

TOBY' S FATHER
There's nothing you can do.

He steps closer, pinning Bobby and his sister near the
wi ndow. Bobby never breaks eye contact with him

BOBBY
(to Jenni)
Open the w ndow.

She turns and Toby's zonbie-like face and pal ns SLAM UP
AGAI NST THE W NDOW sending her into a frenzy of screaming
pani c.

TOBY' S FATHER
(sinister)
There's no need to be afraid..

Bobby bends down, grabs the surfboard near his feet and
swngs it at Toby's father. The skeg of the board STRI KES
the side of his face, lodges into his skin and his body
drops to the floor.
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They junp over himon their hurried way out of the room
TOBY POUNDS ON THE GLASS | N ANGER

EXT. STREET - DAY

Bobby and Jenni swiftly tear down the lonely street. He
gl ances back at her, making sure she is always just a step
behi nd.

BOBBY
(breat hi ng heavy)
Hurry! You gotta keep up.

JENNI
(w nded)
I'"'mtrying!
BOBBY
Try harder!
JENNI

VWhat was t hat back therel

BOBBY
Now do you believe nme?

CUT TO

EXT. TOBY'S FRONT YARD - DAY
Toby and his nother stand passively staring down the street.

Hi s younger sister wal ks up and takes her place at their
si de, now | ooking as |lethargic as they do.

They turn to Toby's father in unison. He stands in the
doorway, blood dripping fromthe stab wound on his cheek.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Bobby | eans agai nst the staircase, breathing heavy and
collecting his thoughts. Jenni is nearby on the couch,
crying and hol ding her head in her hands.

BOBBY
Al right |ook...we have to hold it
toget her. We should call nom and
dad.



JENNI
(di sordered)
You just killed soneone...

BOBBY
What was | supposed to do?
Besi des, you don't know if he's
dead or not --

JENNI
-- he's dead, | knowit --

BOBBY
-- stop saying that.

JENNI
s this sonme kind of sick joke
you're trying to pull on nme?

BOBBY
(sarcastically)
Yeah, you got ne. |'m hiding
everyone in town. And sl anm ng
surfboards into people's faces for
t he amusenent of a hi dden
canera. ..

JENNI
Then what the hell was that al
about back there? The street,
Toby's famly?

BOBBY
Get ne ny cell phone, we'll cal
mom and dad. | don't know what

el se we can do. .
She just stares at him

BOBBY
(rushed)
Pl ease!

JENNI
(1 ow)
| ' m scared. ..

BOBBY
(pl eads)
Don't do this.

JENNI
| ' m so scared.
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She begins to sob. He wal ks up to her and | ooks directly at

her.

BOBBY
|'mscared too. But we're gonna be
fine. W'll figure this out... |
prom se you

Bobby hal fway | aughs.

JENNI
VWhat's funny?
BOBBY
| was just thinking... maybe this,

whatever it is, is gonna be the
thing that gets us to stop
fighting.

She hugs himand refuses to let go of his shirt.

BOBBY
| have to get ny phone. Can you
wait here?

JENNI
Don't | eave ne al one.

He talks to her like a child who has fallen and scraped her

knee.
BOBBY
We'll go together...tell nme where
nmom put it.
JENNI

In the kitchen junk drawer.

BOBBY
Ckay. Just hold onto ne and we'l |l
go into the kitchen together.

JENNI
VWhat if there's one of those
things in the house?

BOBBY
What t hings?

JENNI
Li ke Toby. ..
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BOBBY

(bei ng brave)
Let's just get the phone..

CUT TO

I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

They wal k to the counter, Jenni clinging to his side. Bobby
rummages through the junk drawer, not finding the phone.

He wildly tosses itens aside.

BOBBY
| don't see it.

JENNI
That's where they put it.

BOBBY
Are you sure it was in this
drawner ?

JENNI
Way don't you just use the house
phone.

BOBBY

| don't know nom s nunber by
heart.

JENNI
Me either.

He stops | ooking, frustrated.

BOBBY
VWhat woul d we do wi t hout cel
phones. ..

JENNI

For get phone nunbers.

BOBBY
Well where else could it be?

W LLI AM (OS)
| thought | said no phone?

They turn to see WI

i am and Kat herine standing in the
kitchen doorway. W|I

I
liam hol ds a cell phone in his hand.
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BOBBY
Dad --

W LLI AM
-- | take it you were | ooking for
this?

BOBBY

W were just gonna call you --

KATHERI NE
-- why are you both all sweaty?

BOBBY
There is sonething very wong
happening in this town, you have
tolisten to nme --

W LLI AM
-- Again with this? Wen is this
gonna end?

JENNI
Listen to him please.

W LLI AM
Great. Now you' ve dragged your
sister into this too. She's still
normal ya know.

Wl liam places the cell phone on the breakfast table.

KATHERI NE
(to Jenni)
| " m di sappointed in you.

W LLI AM
(stern)
We deci ded not to spend the night.
It was a good way to see if we
could trust you two...and | think
we got our answer. Wiy don't you
both go upstairs..

Bobby and Jenni | ook at each other in disbelief, then back
at their parents.

KATHERI NE
Go on.

They wal k to the staircase dejected. WIlliam|ooks at his
wfe.
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W LLI AM
VWhat do we do now?

KATHERI NE
Let's just unpack our things and
we'll figure sonething out.

I NT. FOYER - N GHT

Wlliamleads his wife to the front door. He opens it,
reveal i ng the darkness outside. Before she can scream

SOVETHI NG SNAGS THEM FROM THE DARKNESS AND VI OLENTLY RI PS
THEI R BODI ES QUT OF THE DOORWAY

The sheer force of the attack causes the door to SLAM shut
behi nd t hem

| NT. BOBBY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Bobby | ays on his back in his bed, Jenni sits on the floor

nervously nessing with her shoe | aces. She cannot stand the
si |l ence.

JENNI
Wiy won't they believe you?
BOBBY
Wel come to ny world. It's just us
now.
JENNI
Maybe we should try talking to
them --
BOBBY

-- forget it. They won't listen.

JENNI
Maybe we can show t henf?

BOBBY
| don't exactly want to add
attenpted nurder to my Juvie
record. | doubt they'd be
i npressed with a dead guy.

JENNI
Then what do we do?

He sits up, and it cones to him -
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BOBBY
We get proof.

JENNI
For nom and dad?

BOBBY
No. The police...but | have to get
nmy phone from downstars.

JENNI
How?

He | ooks at her with seriousness in his eyes.

BOBBY
I "' m gonna need your hel p.

CUT TO

I NT. KITCHEN - NI GHT
Everything is quiet.

Jenni takes tiny, unsettled steps across the tile floor. She
reaches the breakfast table and snatches up Bobby's phone
wi th her shaki ng hand.

She turns, WLLIAM IS STANDI NG RIGHT I N FRONT OF HER. Hi s
eyes bl ack and face as pale as a ghost.

W LLI AM
(l'ifel ess)
What are you doi ng?

She spirals to escape what is obviously no | onger her |oving
f at her.

KATHERI NE STANDS | N THE OTHER DI RECTI ON

KATHERI NE
(spiritless)
| thought we asked you to stay
upstairs?

Jenni SCREAMS in horror. They begin to close in on her from
each side.

W LLI AM
There's no need to be scared --
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KATHERI NE
-- we'll take good care of you
now.
W LLI AM
Very good care of you..
KATHERI NE
Then we'l |l take care of your

brot her. ..

They are about to engulf her, a CLUNK i s heard behind
WIlliam He reaches around his head and reveal s blood on his
fingers, then he coll apses.

Bobby stands behind the fallen body of his father, holding a
basebal | bat.

Kat herine indignantly LUNGES for himand is net wwth a face
full of fifty year old ash wood. Her body falls to the
fl oor.

JENNI
(hysterical)
Mom

BOBBY
That isn't nom anynore. C non we
need to go.

JENNI
No! W can't just |eave them
her e- -

He hol ds onto her shoul ders to cal m her down.

BOBBY
Listen to ne! They are not our
parents anynore! W have to go or
what ever happened to themis gonna
happen to us...

She nods, still visibly upset. Bobby grabs the car keys from
of f the kitchen counter.

CUT TO

I NT. CAR WASH PORT - NI GHT

Bobby pulls his nother's car into the unmanned port. He
junps out of the driver's side and pulls down the
retractabl e garage doors on each side of the vehicle.
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Jenni waits until he is done to slowy exit the car.

BOBBY
G mm e the phone.

She reaches in her pocket and tosses it to him He | ooks at
t he screen.

| NSERT- CELL PHONE SCREEN
It reads: One New Message.

BOBBY
Let me check this and then we're
gonna call the cops and wait here
until they come get us okay?

She nods, her face traumati zed.

Bobby presses the speaker phone button, enters his pin
nunber and waits.

KERRY ( OS)

(on phone)
Hey Bobby, it's Kerry...froml ast
night? |I totally got ditched
tonight...so if you were free |
was gonna stop by and hang out for
a bit. Your nunber wasn't in the
directory so | |ooked up your
friend Toby and called him He
told ne you' d be over at his
pl ace, so | guess I'll head over
there. Hope to see you then..

Bobby | ooks up at his sister wwth a sick ook on his face.

JENNI
What is it?
BOBBY
| f she goes to Toby's house..
JENNI
Who!
BOBBY
It's Kerry.
JENNI

W need to call the police, we
can't worry about her.



He stares
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BOBBY
| can't let themdo that to her.
JENNI
(angry)

You just said you were going to
call the police and we'd wait here
for them W should stick to the
pl an Bobby.

BOBBY
| know, but what if she's stil
okay? We can help her --

JENNI
-- in case you failed to noti ce,
we were the only car on the road
on the way over here. Don't you
think that driving over to Toby's
house is gonna | ook suspici ous?

BOBBY
| have to know.

JENNI
VWat if she's not normal ?

BOBBY
We have to go back to Toby's.

JENNI
Do you renenber what happened the
last tine we went over there?

at the phone in his hand, then pleads with her.

BOBBY
| can't go without you --
JENNI
-- don't worry, you're not going
to --
BOBBY
(his eyes gl aze)
-- you're all I'"ve got...
JENNI

Do you think it's safe?

BOBBY
Safer than being here, we have to

go.
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H s phone beeps.
| NSERT- CELL PHONE SCREEN
It reads: Battery Dead
Bobby attenpts to lighten the nood.

BOBBY
"1l let you carry the bat.

I NT. TOBY'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Bobby uses his foot to softly kick open the front door. The
house is conpletely dark inside.

Jenni cl anps down hard on the handle of the Louisville
Sl ugger. Bobby | ooks back at her alert eyes.

BOBBY
Stay cl ose. ..

They slowy enter.
THE STAI RS

Bobby | eads his sister up, step by cautious step. Her
knuckl es are white fromher tight grip on the bat.

THE HALLWAY

Their heads spin, surveying the enpty hall, as they wal k
tenderly along the creaky hard wood fl oor.

JENNI
(whi spers)
How do you know she's even here?

BOBBY
(whi spers)
| don't.

JENNI
(whi spers)
Then why are we going back to his
roonf

BOBBY
(whi spers)
It seens |ike she'd be in there,
if she's here at all.
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TOBY' S BEDROOM DOOR
They stand outside, taking large breaths of stale air.

Bobby takes the bat fromhis sister and signals for her to
be quiet. She positions herself behind him Bobby nusters up
sone courage and then ki cks open the bedroom door.

I NT. TOBY'S ROOM - NI GHT

The door flings open. Kerry sits, tied with her hands above
her head, firmy knotted to the headboard. Bobby passes the
bat to Jenni and attends to her.

BOBBY
Kerry!

Kerry opens her eyes.

KERRY
(exhaust ed)
Hel p. ..

BOBBY
Don't worry I'Il get you out of
here. ..

He works to untie her hands, seeing her once pretty face now
brui sed and battered. He | ooks back to Jenni.

BOBBY
CGet away fromthe door. In fact
shut the door and put that desk in
front of it.

Jenni does just that. Bobby undoes the rope, lifts Kerry to
her feet and places her on the edge of the bed.

JENNI
(hol di ng her bat)
| s she okay?

BOBBY
| think so.

He holds Kerry's wobbly head steady and tries to get through
to her.

BOBBY
Stay with ne. Do you know where
you are? Are you hurt?



Kerry's voice is fatigued.

KERRY
He's in the house..
JENNI
(frightened)
VWhat | ?
BOBBY

VWho's in the house?

Her head slips back, he grabs it and holds it steady with
bot h hands on either side.

BOBBY
Tell me...who's here?

Jenni gl ances down at the surfboard fromearlier, blood
splattered on it.

JENNI
W have to get out of here..

Bobby presses her harder for answers.

BOBBY
Kerry! Please tell ne.

KERRY
(sl ow)
Toby. ..

Kerry's answer sucks the air out of the room

JENNI
Toby?
BOBBY
He's in the house?
KERRY
He told nme... he was waiting for
you.
BOBBY
Why ?
KERRY

He wanted you to see..

BOBBY
See what ?

70.
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THE BEDROOM DOOR ERUPTS, SENDI NG THE DESK HALFWAY ACRCSS THE
ROOM

Toby stands in the doorway with a malicious |ook on his
face.

BOBBY
(taken back)
Holy shit!

TOBY
(sml es)
Hel | o everyone.

Jenni swings the bat wildly at him he catches the barrel in
md air, |ooks deep into her eyes, and SNARLS at her.

TOBY
Bobby first...

He tosses her away like a rag doll, her body |lands in the
corner of the room

Toby wal ks toward the ot hers.

TOBY
Don't be scared, we're best
friends...

Bobby' s eyes search the roomfor a weapon. Kerry cowers
behi nd him

TOBY
We do everything together..
what's the matter? Don't you trust
me?

Bobby | ooks over Toby's shoul der, his eyes widen. Kerry
covers her face.

BOBBY
Heads up...

Toby snap turns. Jenni, riding her adrenaline, holds the
surfboard up over her head.

JENNI
Li ke father, |i ke son asshol e..

She SLAMS the board down into Toby.
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| NT. STONECREST POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

Bobby, Kerry and Jenni thunder into the reception area |like
a bat out of hell. They repeatedly tap the buzzer on the
vacant wel cone desk. For a nonent, there is no answer.

O ficer Wtnam gingerly wal ks out fromthe back, his gl asses
down to the tip of his nose.

OFFI CER W TNAM
(di sbelief)
You have got to be kidding ne.

BOBBY
Pl ease, we have to talk to you

O ficer Wtnam sizes them up, he | ooks concerned.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Wher e have you ki ds been?

BOBBY
We've had a very long night. I'm
sure you know all about what's
goi ng on by now --

OFFI CER W TNAM
-- no, all | knowis ny
receptioni st never showed up this
nmorni ng, the cable's out and |
sl ept under a pile of paperwork
for the third night in a row

JENNI
WI1l you please just listen to
hi m

He | ooks at Kerry's bruises.

OFFI CER W TNAM
VWhat happened to her face?

BOBBY
That's what we need to tal k about.

OFFI CER W TNAM
What have you kids gotten into?

Bobby steps forward, holding a cantorder in his hand.
BOBBY

| think you' re gonna believe ne
now. . .
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| NT. MEDI A ROOM - DAY

The cantorder is hooked into a television set. Oficer
Wtnam settles into his seat, seemingly uninterested and
unamused. Bobby presses pl ay.

ON THE TELEVI SI ON- TOBY' S CAMCORDER | NTERVI EW

SUPER: 02 Nov 2009

Toby's hands and ankl es are each securely tied together.
Thick rope is | apped around his chest and around the back of

a kitchen chair. He bleeds fromhis head, his eyes are cold
and |ifeless.

The canera cones into focus and holds on his face.

JENNI (OS)
kay. .. |l'mready.

BOBBY (0OS)
Toby...tell us what's happening.

TOBY
Toby?

BOBBY (0OS)
Who are you?

TOBY
Who?

BOBBY (0OS)

What are you?

Toby | aughs devilishly.

BOBBY ( OS)
Where did you conme fronf
TOBY
You don't understand, do you?
BOBBY ( 0S)
Tell ne...
Toby | eans forward.
TOBY
(whi spers)

In the norning, none of this is

going to matter. Everyone you know

will be ours. There is no avoiding
( MORE)



TOBY (cont'd)

us.

BOBBY ( OS)
What exactly are you?

He | ooks of f canera at Jenni,

TOBY
She | ooks nervous. .

BOBBY

then grins into the |ens.

(05)

Answer the question Toby.

TOBY

Why do you think we chose this
pl anet? No of fense...but humans
aren't the smartest species out

t here.

BOBBY

(05)

So why here? Wiy such a snal
town? Wy not go after everyone at

once?

TOBY
VWhat's the rush?

BOBBY ( OS)
How does it happen?

TOBY
Oh, well it doesn't feel good if
that's what your asking...it
really does hurt at first.

Toby | ooks around the room

TOBY
You know, Bobby. ..
go now.

BOBBY

So it's an invasio

TOBY
(dead seriou
It's an infection.

then down at his tied hands.

| think | wanna

(05)
n?

s)

He revs up his sinister |augh again.

4.
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TOBY

You see, humans can never stay in
one place for very long. They have
to spread out...nove around. W
are evolving, learning to live in
your bodies, figuring out what it
means to be...human.

(his eyes w den)
And then, we'll
spread. .. everywhere.

JENNI (OS)
That's ridicul ous. People will
figure this out --

TOBY
-- Really? How s that been
wor ki ng out for you? Seen your
parents and friends lately?

BOBBY ( OS)
How many of you are there?

TOBY
... nore than enough.

BOBBY ( OS)
Ckay, shut it off.

JENNI (OS)
What are we gonna do with hinf

BOBBY ( OS)
Shut the canera off!

Toby continues to |augh in obscene delight.
The tel evision screen goes fuzzy. Bobby presses stop.
BACK TO THE MEDI A ROOM

O ficer Wtnamtakes off his glasses, folds them and pl aces
themon the table in front of him

OFFI CER W TNAM
| don't know where to begin.

BOBBY
You can start by calling in for
hel p.

Oficer Wtnam points to Jenni



He points

OFFI CER W TNAM
VWho is she?

JENNI
|'mhis sister.
to Kerry.

OFFI CER W TNAM
And you?

KERRY
l'ma friend, from school

OFFI CER W TNAM
And who bruised your face like
t hat ?

KERRY
The guy on the tape.

He turns his attention to Bobby.

OFFI CER W TNAM
| will admt, this is all very
convi nci ng, but how do |I know this
isn't sone el aborate, very
el aborate, hoax you and friends
are trying to pull off?

BOBBY
You saw the tape for yourself.
What el se do you need?

OFFI CER W TNAM
You' re not gonna make this easy on
me are you?

BOBBY
(pl eadi ng)

Look, the crash was real. By the
time we got there, whatever these
things are had covered it up. The
peopl e we tal ked to, they were

al ready turned. My parents have
al ready been turned. The whol e
town has been infected by now.
That thing, was ny best friend!

OFFI CER W TNAM
And what did you do with him
after the interrogation?

76.



BOBBY
We just left himthere.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Tied up like that?

BOBBY
VWhat shoul d we have done?

OFFI CER W TNAM
Thi s sounds insane, you realize
that right?
O ficer Wtnam stands up.

OFFI CER W TNAM
| tell you what, you tell ne where

he lives and I'll go pay hima
little visit. If things are like
you say they are, we'll get you
three out of town and I'Il call in
sone backup. You'll wait here
until | get back --

KERRY

-- don't |eave us here al one!

OFFI CER W TNAM
Vll you dure as hell aren't
com ng, SO you best stay put.

JENNI
Lock us in.

OFFI CER W TNAM
Fai r enough.

JENNI
And | eave us your gun

OFFI CER W TNAM
s that a joke?

Bobby puts the cantorder in his back pocket.

BOBBY
(to Jenni)
He's probably gonna need it nore
than we wll...
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TI ME LAPSE
They sit in the nmedia roomas tine slips by.

-- Bobby, in deep thought, rests his folded hands on the
cold netal table in front of him

-- Jenni dozes off in her chair.

-- Kerry sits in silence, her arns fol ded and cl ose to her
chest .

MEDI A ROOM

Kerry breaks the silence.

KERRY
What do you think is gonna happen
to us?

BOBBY
He'll come back and take us
sonmewher e safe.

KERRY
Are you sure?

BOBBY
|"mjust staying positive.

KERRY
| can't believe this is happening
to ne.

BOBBY

W're all in this together...at
| east you didn't have to see your
parents turn into those things.

She renenbers-

KERRY
Oh ny God... ny parents.

BOBBY
For what it's worth, they're
probably not your parents anynore.

She begins to cry. Bobby wal ks over and puts his arns around
her. He | ooks at the bruises on her face.
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BOBBY
You know, even with all your
brui ses, you're still beautiful.

She dries her eyes and sniffles a few tinmes before pulling
hersel f toget her.

KERRY
" mglad you cane for ne.

BOBBY
Me too.

KERRY
And in case sonething happens to
us, I'mglad we kissed that night
by the pool...

BOBBY
Me too.

KERRY

It would be a perfect |ast Kkiss.

BOBBY
| won't let that happen.

KERRY
VWat if it's too | ate?

BOBBY
How about | neke you a deal ? |
promse to | ook after you until we
get out of town and if and we nmake
it...you have to kiss ne again.
Deal ?

Her gl owi ng eyes speak | ouder than words. Jenni squashes the
t ender nonent.

JENNI
Sorry to interrupt, but hasn't he
been gone for a really long tinme?

BOBBY
It feels like it's been over an
hour by now.

JENNI
There's a chance he's not maki ng
it back, so what do you wanna do?



KERRY
We can't go out there right now
JENNI
|'"d rather go now before it gets
dar k.
BOBBY

She's right. Things are al ways
scarier in the dark.

JENNI
So then, are we going?

KERRY
(conf used)
| think we should wait here.

JENNI
We shoul d get out of town!

BOBBY
Maybe we should give it sonme nore
time --

JENNI
-- Bobby! W don't have nore
tinme!

He | ooks around the room seeing a wi ndow on the far side
behi nd sone | arge book shel ves.

BOBBY
The door's | ocked fromthe
outside, so if we can clinb up
t hose shelves and get to that
w ndow, we can get out that way.

KERRY
VWat if it's wired shut?

BOBBY
Then we break it.

Jenni nods, agrees.
THE DOOR

There is a LOUD, SOLI TARY THUW on the other side of the
medi a room door

The girls scanper behind Bobby for protection.
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A second LOUDER THUMP.

JENNI
(whi spers)
Have you ever killed a cop before?

A third VIOLENT THUMP, causes the hinges to bend.

JENNI
(whi spers)
Before | forget to tell you, |
totally believe you now...

Bobby nabs a gl obe shaped paperwei ght off the desk next to
them Wth every THUW they step further back fromthe door.

KERRY
VWhat are you gonna do?

The CLINK of METAL H TTI NG METAL RI NGS QUT fromthe other
si de of the door.

Bobby hol ds the paperwei ght up |like a pitcher.

BOBBY
You m ght wanna cl ose your
eyes...in case | mss.
JENNI

VWat if there's nmore than one?

The door BLOAS open. O ficer Wtnam stands in the doorway,
an ax in his hand and an infested | ook on his face.

OFFI CER W TNAM
(evil)
Time to go..

He takes a step forward and Bobby guns the round paperwei ght
at Oficer Wtnanls face.

It SMACKS into his forehead, sending himinto a painful
stupor. He drops the ax and falls to his knees.

They sprint for the doorway, stepping around Wtnam s
i njured body. Bobby snatches up the ax, stares at the razor
sharp edge and then up ahead at the girls.

JENNI
(frantic)
Conme on, let's go!



82.

KERRY
Hurry!

Bobby flips the ax around, now hol ding the head. He slowy
swi ngs the | ong wooden handl e out to one side.

BOBBY
Li ke you said...tinme to go.

Wth one swift notion, he ruthlessly PULVERI ZES O fi cer
Wtnan's face wth the handle.

He turns to the girls, their faces in a state of shock, and
drops the ax.

BOBBY
What ?

They are too surprised to talk.

BOBBY
It's better than himgettin up..

EXT. POLI CE PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Bobby runs to his nother's car, the girls just behind him
Hi s nerves make sinple tasks, |ike opening the door,
difficult to acconplish.

KERRY
(di sappoi nt ed)
t

is
| don' t hi nk we can dri ve.

The front tire is conpletely defl at ed.

BOBBY
(agitated)
That's just great.

JENNI
VWhat now?

Bobby inspects the | ooks on the troubled girl's faces.

BOBBY
We go sonmewhere big. W don't
wanna be anywhere they can easily
get to us.

JENNI
Li ke where?



BOBBY

The school. There are plenty of

pl aces to hide in there.
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JENNI

Hi de? | thought we were |eaving --
BOBBY

-- we'll never make it out of

town right now If anyone sees us,

we' re done.

KERRY

How are we gonna get there w thout

getting spotted? It's broad day

li ght .

BOBBY
W' re gonna have to run..

KERRY
Run? It's a mle away --

BOBBY
-- | understand it's far, but
what choi ce do we have?

JENNI
He's right... we should go.

EXT. STREET - DAY

The three of themtear down the mddle of the road. Jenn

| eads,

fol |l owed by Bobby and then Kerry.

Dark sil houettes watch them from bedroom wi ndows, their eyes
as dark as coal

Jenni

forces herself to talk through her

JENNI
They' re wat chi ng us!

BOBBY

| abor ed breat hi ng.

Just | ook strai ght ahead and keep

runni ng!

Hi s head spins back to check on Kerry.

BOBBY
Don't stop running!
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Kerry's legs begin to slow

BOBBY
You have to keep goi ng!
KERRY
(crying)
| can't... | can't do this

anynor el

She stands in the mddle of the road, Bobby stops running
and they both recover their breath for a nonent.

KERRY
It's no use...

BOBBY
Pl ease don't say that.

Bobby turns and sees Jenni further down the street. He yells
to her-

BOBBY
Wait a m nut e!

JENNI (OS)
"' m not waiting!

As he turns his attention back to Kerry, he sees a speeding
car approaching fromthe corner of his eye.

Before he can react, the car PLOAS into Kerry, CATAPULTI NG
her unsuspecting body into a nearby front yard.

Bobby' s face becones flushed with rage.

BOBBY
No!

Gary steps out of the vehicle wwth an awkward, but content
smrk on his face. He stares at Bobby.

GARY
(l'ifel ess)
Need a lift?
Bobby's body turns linp. He sees front doors beginning to
open, revealing entire infected famlies.

Gary takes a few steps closer to him

Further up the street, an arny sized crowd of infected
t ownspeopl e approaches in a calm yet determ ned manner.
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Bobby | ooks at Kerry's body, now being dragged into a hone

by two zonbie-like teenage boys.
Jenni cones runni ng up behind him

JENNI
Bobby! Cone on!

He resists at first, content with giving in to the dire
si tuaton, but she persists.

JENNI

(begging)
| can't do this w thout you!

Bobby snaps out of his daze and they sprint away in the
opposite direction of the dread behind them

| NT. STONECREST H G4 HALLWAY - DAY

Bobby and Jenni wal k swiftly anong the enpty roons and
barren | ockers.

JENNI
How did you know how to get in?

BOBBY
Sonmeone showed me once.

JENNI
We should hide in one of the enpty
r oons.

They breeze past plenty of open doors, finally settling on

one m dway down the hall.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

After shutting the door behind them they go straight to
wor K.

They stack desks agai nst the door.

Jenni shuts the blinds and checks picks up the phone
receiver, but the line is dead.

Bobby searches the roomfor a weapon to use as protection,

finding only a chrone leg off of a broken chair.



She reads

Jenni

JENNI
Do you think they' Il find us in
her e?

BOBBY
Maybe... but we can hide for a
whi | e.

JENNI
How | ong?

BOBBY

| dunno. What tine is it?
the clock on the wall.

JENNI
Al nost five.

BOBBY
| say we wait. \Wen it gets dark,
we run for it.

JENNI
But that neans we have to nake it
until it gets dark..

BOBBY
(fakes confi dence)
W will.

conf esses.

JENNI
" msorry. ..

BOBBY
About what ?

JENNI
Everyt hi ng.

BOBBY
You didn't do anything wong.

JENNI
| know you cared about her...and
nmom and dad too.

BOBBY
|'d rather be stuck here, in this
mess, with you
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JENNI
|"msorry | haven't been nice to
you all these years --

BOBBY
-- me too.
(he | aughs)
Mom was ri ght.

JENNI
Ri ght about what ?

BOBBY
She told ne that one day you woul d
need ne. | just thought it would
be for sonething way | ess serious
than this.

JENNI
Do you think...we'll ever be safe
after this?

He nods no.

JENNI
| was afraid of that.

Bobby wal ks over and hugs her tightly.

| ndeci pherabl e VO CES can be heard outside the classroom
They separat e.

BOBBY
Do you hear that?

JENNI
s it comng fromthe hallway?

BOBBY
| don't think so.

They Iisten.

BOBBY
| think it's outside..

Bobby sneaks over to the wi ndows, he m ndfully peaks through
t he blinds.



88.
EXT. BREEZEWAY - DAY

A group of infected individuals circle a |arge bonfire,
gazing at the growi ng fl ane.

More defile adults arrive with wheel barrows full of H STORY
books, unloading theminto the fire. They nethodically
repeat this process several tines.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY
Bobby backs away fromthe w ndow.

JENNI
VWhat is it?

BOBBY
They' re burni ng books.

JENNI
VWhat books?

BOBBY
It 1ooks like...history books.

JENNI
Why woul d they do that?

He intensely gazes at her.

BOBBY
No one will know we were here..

JENNI
| s that possi bl e?

He | eans his back against the wall in defeat, drops the
metal chair leg and slowy slides dowmn to the ground. H's
|l egs are spread out in front of him

Hi s eyes burn a hole in the classroom door.

JENNI
What are you doi ng?

BOBBY
(defl at ed)
Who woul d even believe us?

JENNI
You' re giving up?
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BOBBY
(his eyes gl aze)
There's no way around it.

She joins himon the floor, burrowng in. They both stare at
the door in anticipation. FOOTSTEPS can be heard fromthe
hal | way.

BOBBY
Wat ever happens...|'m here.

She glances up at himwth tears in her eyes.

Bobby renmoves the canctorder fromhis pocket and lays it on
the ground in front of them pointed at the door. He presses
record.

THE DOOR

Mul ti pl e shadows appear from under the door franme. The round
metallic handle slowy turns, followed by the repeated POP
of the wooden door hitting the desks lined up against it.

One final SLAM severs the desks fromthe door, allow ng
what ever is outside entrance into the classroom

BOBBY AND JENNI

Bobby stares straight ahead at his incom ng demse, his
sister tightly closes her eyes and shields her face in his
chest. He waps his arns around her and pulls her close.
The sound of multiple inelegant, maladroit FOOTSTEPS now
fills the room Bobby rests his head back and cl oses his
eyes.

DI SSCLVE TQO

| NT. STONECREST HI GH - DAY
SUPER: 10 YEARS LATER
An enpty cl assroom

MRS. VENDALL (57) grey hair and gl asses, sits at her desk
reviewing a pile of honenmade research projects.

She grabs the next project in the bunch, consisting of a
single typed sheet of paper and a DVD

Her eyes scan the words on the paper. As she finishes, a
troubl ed | ook appears on her face.
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She holds the disk in her aged fingers.
CUT TO

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Ms. Wendall's heels CLOP as she power wal ks her way down
the marble floor.

I NT. AV ROOM - DAY

She stands at the door, the AV ROOM WORKER wal ks up to her
with a clipboard in his hand.

AV ROOM WORKER
What can | do for you?

MRS. WEENDALL
| need sonething that will play
this...

She shows hi mthe DVD

AV ROOM WORKER
G mme a mnute.

He wal ks off, Ms. Wendall apprehensively | ooks around the
hal | .

He returns, holding a DVD player under his arm

AV ROOM WORKER
Jusy sign for it.

She scribbl es her name on the clipboard.

AV ROOM WORKER
| s everything alright, Caroline?

MRS. WEENDALL
Why do you ask?

AV ROOM WORKER
No reason... you just | ooked
concer ned.

MRS. WVENDALL
' m fine.

She takes the DVD player fromhim turns and nakes her way
back down the enpty hall
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| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Ms. Wendall shuts and | ocks the door. She cl oses each
wi ndow and | owers the blinds.

She inserts the DVD into the player, then sits back in her
chair, anxiously watching the tel evision screen.

The screen lights up, reflecting in her glasses. She watches
for a few nonents, then her quivering hand quickly hits
ej ect.

CUT TO

I NT. PRINCI PAL'S OFFI CE- LATER - N GHT

PRI NCl PAL ROW (60) bearded, stoic and soft spoken, sits
within a circle of fellow teachers and adm nistrators. They
tal k MOS anong thensel ves

The door opens and an uneasy Ms. Wndall stands there with
a tense | ook on her face.

He appearance there stalls the other conversations.
Princi pal Row stands up.

PRI NCI PAL ROW
| s sonmething the matter?

MRS. WENDALL
| think we have a problemw th one
of the students..

PRI NCI PAL ROW
VWi ch one?

VRS. VAENDALL
JOSEPH PETERSON.

YOUNG TEACHER
He's new. Transferred | ast nonth.

PRI NCl PAL ROW
Has he been... tal ked to?

MRS. WENDALL
He nust have fallen through the
cracks.

YOUNG TEACHER
What about his parents?
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MVRS. WENDALL
| have no i dea.

PRI NCl PAL ROW
(upset)
W'll find himtonorrow...1"'11l |et
t he ot hers know.

MRS. WENDALL
There's sonet hing el se. ..

PRI NCI PAL ROW
VWat is it Caroline?

She hol ds out the DVD

MRS. WENDALL
He handed this in as an
assignnent. | watched it...

PRI NCI PAL ROW
And?

MRS. VENDALL
There's an interviewon it...a
former student of mne. Toby
Hi ckle. The video is ten years old

The group stares in awe.

PRI NCl PAL ROW
-- let me have it.

She hands it to him

PRI NCI PAL ROW
W' ve cone too far...

He snaps the DVD in half.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT- THE NEXT AFTERNOCON - DAY

Joe (16) blond hair and clean blue eyes, |eans up against a
brick wall, surrounding himare Ms. Wendall and Princi pal
Row.

JOE
So you want ne to go hone...right
now? And skip class?
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PRI NCI PAL ROW
Go straight hone, don't stop
anywhere, we already called ahead
and you're parents are expecting
you.

JCE
Did | do sonething wong?

PRI NCI PAL ROW
They' re expecting you...

Joe, sonmewhat intimdated, wal ks away conf used.
MRS. WENDALL
(whi spers)
Hi s parents?

PRI NCI PAL ROW
It's been arranged.
EXT. STREET - DAY

Joe wal ks down an oddly qui et sidewal k. H s books held cl ose
to his chest.

There are no sounds. No noving cars. Not one person as far
as he can see. Hi s eyes becone engorged with uncertainty.

Suddenly -- front doors begin to open. People step out onto
their front lawns. Cars begin to pull up behind him Each
face as barren as the next.

Joe drops his books. Before he knows what is happening,
hundreds of the infected are closing in on him

The End



