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THE SECRET OF THE NI LE

FADE | N:
EXT. PHARACH S PALACE I N THE EGYPT CAPI TAL OF NEKHEN - DAY

The exterior view of the Egyptian Pal ace with peopl e danci ng
and cl apping, involved in festive activities, sets the first
scene. A narrator reads the follow ng script.

NARRATOR (V. O.)
Ki ng of Upper Egypt and father of
two, Hanor Ani don, has just
married his second wfe,
Hat shepsut. This is not the fenale
phar aoh Hat shepsut of the 28th
Dynasty (who rul ed approxi mately
2500 years later) but a woman that
had been ni cknaned 'Hatty' as a
child and who has just becone the
st epnot her of Hanor's daughter,
Quca Medonn (the young Egyptian
Princess), and goddess to the
throne. Hatty had served as King
Hanor's mdw fe prior to the
nmysteri ous passing of the previous
gueen (Quca's biol ogical nother).
This situation will create a
dramatic series of events that
w || shake even the nost nortal of
nmen to its very core. | present
to you 'The Secret of the Nile'.

Upon finishing the narration, the screen goes bl ack.
TI TLE OVER. UPPER EGYPT - 3135BC

The festivity comes back on screen, placing the main focus
on King Hanor who is wearing the head of a falcon (imtating
Horus), a long transparent robe nmade of linen with palm

fi ber sandal s and extended eyeliner portraying his deep,
dark eyes and dark wavy hair.

As everyone around himis involved in dance and
conversation, Hanor wal ks over to Hatty (wearing a tunic
made of linen and covered in gold) who is engaged in
conversation wwth fellow peers and politely takes her by the
armto escort her to a quieter area.

HANCR
Hatty, | amtruly sorry, but
must excuse nyself fromthe
festivity. | sinply need tine to
( MORE)



HANOR (cont' d)
regain ny conposure so that | may
be of nore use to you.

HATTY
(synpat heti cal | y)
s the heat getting to you, ny
darling?

HANOR
No. | sinply feel fatigued and
need tine to rest. | greatly
apol ogi ze in having to | eave you
like this but | feel | currently
have no choice in the matter.
hope you under st and.

HATTY
| understand, Hanor. Pl ease t ake
as nmuch tinme as needed. | will

remai n here should you need ne.
Are you sure you do not need ne to
escort you up to your chanber?

HANOR

(persistently)
No, please stay and enjoy. This
is your tine. | understand that |
shoul d be here with you but | seem
to have suddenly cone down with
sonet hi ng and just need sone tine
to rest. Should | feel better
soon, | will rejoin the festivity.

Hanor turns to | eave.

HATTY
(staring in
Hanor's direction)

|"'maware that this tinme of grief
is necessary, but I wll not |ose
my position as queen and nmarriage
with ny god to a nenory of CQuca's
| oss and your supposedly first
| ove.

Hatty gives out a deep sigh and turns to walk away to rejoin
the festivity as she is imedi ately struck by anot her
t hought with which she turns towards Hanor's direction to

del i ver.



HATTY
You may have only married ne
because of your first-born son and
heir to the throne, but you wll
find love for ne. No matter what
it takes.

Hatty stares in Hanor's direction as her eyes slowy begin
to wail up with tears. She is then confronted by a dear
friend who attenpts to consol e her and escort her back to
the group. Hatty continues staring towards the direction of
Hanor as she heads back to the festive group.

| NT. PALACE (KING S BEDCHAMBER) | MVEDI ATELY AFTER - DAY

Hanor enters his bedchanber after |eaving the weddi ng
festivity to find both Quca and Fabius (his first born son
and heir to the throne) playing quietly on the floor. He

| eans over to give both infants a kiss on the forehead as he
grabs a bottle of his best w ne.

HANCR
(1 ovi ngly)
Fabi us, Quca, you nust listen to
what | have to say. | want you

both to know that no matter what
happens in the future, as long as
you have a cl ear conscious, you
can grow up to be exactly what you
want to be, no questions asked.
Never forget that.

Little Quca | ooks up at her powerful father and smles.

QUCA
Yes, Fat her.

Quca's beautiful brown eyes glare at her father with a | ook
of admration as she continues smling.

DI SSOLVE:

| NT. PAVI LI ON | N EGYPTI AN VI LLAGE - DAY
Quca's matured face is nowin full focus.
TI TLE OVER 12 YEARS LATER

Quca is teaching a group of manual | aborers about health
awar eness.



OUCA
Hello. My nane is Quca and today
| will introduce you to a new form

of conmuni cati on known as
hi erogl yphic witing, also fairly
new to nyself. We will also focus
on the inportance of regul ar
purification rituals consisting of
bat hi ng, shavi ng and mai ntai ni ng
your dietary restrictions against
ani mal s consi dered uncl ean to eat.
My focus is on inproving our
civilization and the inprovenent
must begin with you.

The class listens attentively.

Anmong the group is an irrigation worker and skilled
craftsmen by the nane of Aaron, a very toned and handsone
ol i ve skinned man wearing | oincloths made of animal hide and
Iinen, and who has taken quite a liking to Quca. He raises
his hand to address Quca.

AARON
We are really appreciative of your
concern for the commoners, but why
are you so concerned of our well
bei ng?

Quca | ooks at Aaron as she addresses him

QUCA
| feel that it is ny duty as
soneone of power to assist the
Egyptian people and to further
your know edge and under st andi ng
of the world around you.

Each person | ooks at one another as he nods his head in
agr eement .

OQUCA
Once you are through with ny
class, you will be able to take
wi th you a new under st andi ng of
your | anguage, your |and and your
heritage.

Quca | ooks towards the sun to see that it is getting a
little |l ate.



OQUCA
Since class did not start until
|ater today, will will reconvene
tomorrow and will continue class
for another few days. | want
everyone to feel confortable with
the subject matter, so if anyone
has any questions at anyti ne,
pl ease feel free to neet with ne
upon request and | will do ny best
to acconodate you

As cl ass concl udes, Aaron approaches Quca.

AARON
My nane is Aaron. | have truly
enj oyed your teaching. | would

have never considered nyself to be
aliteral but I find nmuch interest
in your witten form of

communi cation that you so kindly
speak of.

Quca extends her hand as is comon with Egyptian custons.
The woman nust extend her hand first.

Aaron softly takes her hand and bows his head. Quca slowy
refrains.

OQUCA
Well, thank you. My hope is to
expose each and everyone of you to
a better life. Know edge is
power. You nust al ways renenber
t hat .

Aaron politely smles and turns to exit the pavilion. As he
| eaves, Quca discretely watches his every nove.

Aaron once again turns to grace Quca with one nore gesture
of kindness (a smle). He then turns to make his way out of
the pavilion as Quca graciously smles.

| NT. PALACE IN THE EGYPT CAPI TAL (KING S BEDCHAMBER) - DAY

Hanor (looking older and a little stressed) calmy plays
wi th his wedding band (never allowing it to fall fromhis
finger) as he sets in wondernent. Drakus (King Hanor's
chancel | or and/or vizier) wal ks in.



DRAKUS

('si ghing)
Vll, | see what your plans are
for this evening. Per strict
orders, | have been nonitoring
Quca' s educational sessions, aside
frommy normal responsibilities,
and have taken notice to her
i nvol venent with the socialization
and education of the village's
people. She is doing quite well
i n mai ntai ni ng good standards and
high norality for the peasants to
fol | ow.

Hanor | ooks up fromhis faint stare and puts off a gracious
nod.

DRAKUS

(appr oachi ng Hanor)
You know, Quca and Fabi us both
need you to be at your best, not
to nmention your people who need
you to govern themin their quest
for farmng, irrigation and
political independence.

Hanor once again nods and stares strai ght ahead.

DRAKUS
(steppi ng away as
he si ghs)
Vel |, perhaps you will soon |learn
of such inportance by what may
befall you during this tine of
grief.

Drakus slowy turns to exit as Hanor watches him | eave.

| NT. PAVILION IN VI LLAGE - DAY
TI TLE OVER 2 WEEKS LATER
After Quca concludes class, she is approached by Fabi us.
OUCA
Fabi us, how are you? What do you

t hink of ny approach to teaching
the villagers?



FABI US
| think that what you are trying
to acconplish is a wonderfu

t hi ng.
OUCA
Thank you, Fabius. | am hoping
for good things to cone of this.
FABI US
After two weeks of teaching, | can

tell that there are a few students
that are taking these |lessons to
heart. | have been speaking to one
student in particular who seens to
have nore interest in his teacher
t han of what she teaches. | have
al so noticed that his teacher my
reci procate. AmI| wong in
assum ng this?

Quca gl ances up at Fabius as she continues putting her
t hi ngs away.

OUCA
Wuld it be wong if his teacher
has devel oped sone form of feeling
for hinP

FABI US
Not in ny eyes, but it is not ny
eyes that will hold the life and
wel | - being of such a peasant and
hard | aborer. There woul d have to
be questions answered to a bigger
authoritative figure that could in
turn create a very undesirable
situation. \When noney and power
are the underlying sources of al
that evolve in that world, it is
al so of noney and power that keep
that world alive. Anything outside
of that would only be a threat.

Fabi us gives off a sheepish smle as onl ookers are
confirned.

OQUCA
(genui nel y)
Thanks, Fabius. | amtruly aware
of the consequences. | wll be

careful in any endeavor | pursue.



FABI US
| know you will. Don't forget,
am al ways here for you

As Fabius turns to | eave, he notices that Aaron is patiently
awaiting his turn to speak with Quca. Fabius sends a smle
in his direction and turns to | eave.

Aaron sl owl y approaches Quca.

AARON
| greatly enjoyed the | esson for
today. The form of synbolic
witing relates much to ny joy of
craf t menshi p.

Aaron hands Quca a papyrus which holds distinct draw ngs of
king figures wearing very distinct crowns (visible to
audi ence) .

OQUCA
Thank you , Aaron. It seens that
you are taking great strides in
your conprehension of the
hi er ogl yphi ¢ | anguage. | hope
that it is very informative and
that you always take a part of
what | try to teach with you each
time you | eave these sessions.

AARON
Oh yes, | do wth great pleasure.
However, we have been studyi ng
this new form of conmunication and
| earni ng nmuch together for severa
days now. Tell ne, have you
| ear ned anyt hi ng nore about the
Egyptian peopl e and what they
truly need and deserve? W can
communi cate with your synbolic
witing all day |ong but what does
it truly mean? Does it inply our
true feeling of comunication? W
mustn't try to replace our verba
and physical comrunication with
which | am nore appreciative of.

Gently smling, Aaron reaches out and softly caresses Quca's
chin as she slowy pulls back and renoves his hand, | ooking
to see if everyone el se has exited the building.



QUCA
We al so nustn't confuse our
physi cal know edge with that of
dai ly know edge | earned by living
our everyday lives. The various
forms of conmunication you |learn
w Il enpower you and take you to a
different |evel of appreciation
for the Egyptian | anguage and its
people. The nore you learn in
life, the nore you wll truly be
abl e to broaden your horizons and
val ue your direction as well as
your heritage.

Quca flashes a smle and turns to exit the pavilion. Aaron
turns to the remai ning students of the class to see who
remai ns and notices that nost have already left. He turns
towards Quca and swiftly wal ks after her.

AARON
| truly favor your brother,
Fabi us. | have noticed that he

has taken quite an interest in
what you teach and how t he
peasantry relates to it. | have
spoken with himregarding ne (long
sigh) and ny feelings for you.
have never seen such care and
concern willfully given to those
of a | esser status from soneone
who hol ds such a high standard of
living. How can | possibly
convince you to join ne for a
private neeting where only the two
of us can speak privately anong
our sel ves?

As Aaron stands in deep suspense, waiting on a response from
Quca, she takes the papyrus she is tightly holding in her
hand and wites a secret nessage.

As she hands the papyrus to Aaron, she politely addresses
hi m

OUCA
This i s where your appreciation of
witten conmmunication will cone

into play should you be serious

about a private neeting with ne.

Shoul d you be able to deci pher the

nmessage and determ ne the

suggested neeting place, | wll be
( MORE)



10.

QUCA (cont'd)
t here wai ting.

Quca smles and turns to | eave. Aaron nods in great
appreciation as if to say that he knows exactly where she is
comng from

Aaron gl ances at the secret nessage.

AARON
(munbl i ng)
If all synbols point to a certain
direction, then that neans that |
shoul d be reading in that
direction.

As he munbles to hinself the recent |essons of deciphering,
the pictures portraying its neaning conme to |ight.

AARON
(verbally)
Meet nme near the nost northern
cataract of the Nile around the
reappearing of the stars. [I'll be
wai ti ng.

Aaron glances up at the stars as if to give thanks to the
Gods and to offer a sigh of gratitude.

AARON
| will be there, ny darling,
wai ting on your arrival.

| NT. PALACE I N EGYPT CAPI TAL (PRI NCESS S BEDCHAMBER) - N GHT

Quca sits on the side of her bed as she stares off into the
di stance whil e sinmultaneously groom ng her hair.

She listens to distant voices comng fromthe corridor just
out si de of her bedchanber.

As the voi ces pass, she imedi ately stands to approach the
w ndow.

As she approaches the wi ndow and peers out to make sure the
coast is clear, she attenpts to clinb down the trellis.

As she prepares to clinb out of her window, she is startled
by a noise comng fromthe corridor. She quickly stalls
right in front of the window as she makes sure no one is
going to enter.



11.

After assum ng that the coast is clear, she glances to the
bottom of the tower and starts to clinb down slowy. Once

she reaches the bottom she checks to nake sure all is
cl ear.
OUCA
How am | to get past the guards at
this late hour? | know | nust

nmove qui ck, whatever the case.
She gl ances towards a clearing in the bushel then
i medi ately darts towards it.
EXT. NORTH BANK OF THE NI LE NEAR THE CATARACTS SAME - N GHT

Sounds of the fast flow ng waters of the cataracts are heard
as Quca slowy appears froma bushel .

She approaches the bank of the Nile and finds a waiting spot
where she can patiently await Aaron's arrival

She is imediately alerted by a noise comng fromthe bushel
directly behind her.

OUCA
(frantically)
Aaron, is that you?

A shadowy figure steps fromthe brush to present itself. As
it comes closer to light, she sees that it is Aaron.

OQUCA
Ch, thank goodness. You startled
ne.
AARON
(apol ogeti cal |l y)
|"msorry. | had been watching

closely to nmake sure no one had
foll owed you. Are you okay?

QUCA

Yes, | amjust fine. How are you?
AARON

| am nuch better now. Shall we

sit?

Aaron takes a throw bl anket and spreads it on the ground.
The air comng off of the water is quite chilly so he takes
anot her bl anket and gently places it on Quca' s shoulders to
war m her .



12.

OQUCA
This may be a situation where |
becone your student and you ny

teacher. | ama novice when it
conmes to this type of

relationship. | want to make sure
that all is pleasing to you.

just ask that you hel p guide and
teach ne as you see fit.

AARON
You nustn't worry about that. Al
you nust do is relax and |let your
enotions lead the way. This isn't
quite ny field of expertise either
but | have learned to sinply
foll ow ny heart.

Quca stares in amazenent and reaches out for Aaron's hand.
Aaron clutches her hand tightly and slowy begins to | ean
into her.

Quca begins to refrain until she again |ooks directly into
his eyes and senses the sincerity of his actions, inplying
her reaction with a sigh.

Aaron again slowy leans in to enbrace the lips of a
princess. As their |ips enbrace, Quca softly places her
hand on Aaron's cheek. Aaron inmmediately places his hand on
hers.

Approximately 4 to 5 seconds into the kiss, Aaron w thdraws.

Quca politely smles and grabs Aaron's hand and pl aces it
on her bosom This excites Aaron to the point of slowy
removing his hand to assist her in lying softly on the
ground beside him

As Quca finds herself in a horizontal position with Aaron

| eani ng over her, she begins to renove her clothing. Aaron
politely stops Quca fromrenoving her garnments and rat her
assists her as she sits up in an upright position. Aaron
then begins to slowy renove her clothing, piece by piece,
never renoving his eyes fromhers. She, in turn,

reci procates the gesture as she assists himin renoving his
clothing as well.

As they lie close together, Aaron maneuvers hinmself on top
of Quca as to begin the process of intercourse.

As he appropriately positions hinself, he softly and
tenderly begins his penetration in a stroking manner and

mai ntains his position for several mnutes, never taking his
eyes off of CQuca.



13.

After a few m nutes have passed, Aaron securely clutches
Quca to insinuate to her the enotional state that is
overwhelmng him To his surprise, she is right there with
hi mas they gaze into each others eyes and prepare
thenselves to take that last ride to the peak of the
nount ai n.

As the climax of such behavior slowy passes, Quca decides
that it is time torefrain for the time being and report
back hone.

OUCA
Aaron, | amtruly sorry but | nust
refrain | ong enough to make an
appearance back honme. M father
wll beginto wrry if | amlate
in reporting back to ny bedchanber
at an unearthly hour of the night.

Aaron grabs for Quca's armas she begins to stand up.

AARON
VWhen will | be able to see you
agai n?

QUCA

(reluctantly)

| love you, | honestly do, but we
nmust be careful not to raise any
suspi ci on

AARON
| understand. | will conply as
needed.

Aaron slowy stands to his feet, assists Quca to her feet
and ki sses her on the cheek. Quca smles as she then
scranbles to find all of her clothing with Aaron standi ng
near by.

AARON
When will | be able to see you
agai n?

OQUCA
Very soon. We will reconvene at a
|ater time. That | can prom se
you.

Wth that, Quca waves her |ast goodbye and turns to head
hore.
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As Aaron wat ches Quca | eave, a shadowy figure, revealing the
back side of an unknown man's torso, is seen standing in the
brush watching her |eave as well.

| NT. PALACE (PRI NCESS S BEDCHAMBER) SAME - N GHT

As Quca enters her bedroom she notices a note |lying on her
bed. She goes over to the bed to pick up the note and
starts to read.

FABIUS (O S.)
Quca, you nust be extrenely
careful in not giving Drakus any
reason to suspect anything. |If he
gets the inclination that
sonet hi ng exi st outside of his
consent, there is no telling what
may occur. Please, for your sake
and m ne, be careful.

OUCA
(to herself)
| nmust speak with father regarding
my recent |iaison with Aaron
before Drakus does. |If he gets to
my father first, there is no
telling what lie will be foretold.

Quca turns to exit her chanber.

| NT. PALACE (KING S BEDCHAMBER) SAME - NI GHT

As Quca enters her father's corridor just outside of his
bedchanber, she politely knocks on the door and waits for a
response.

HANOR
Who is it?
QUCA
Fat her, | nust have a nonent with

you. May we speak in private?

HANOR
Yes, ny dear. Please enter.

As Quca enters her father's bedchanber, she finds himin a
reclined position on top of his bed.

QUCA
Fat her . ..
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As Quca begins to speak, she is abruptly interrupted by
Dr akus who excuses hinself into the room

DRAKUS
(synpat heti cal | y)
Hanor, | think what Quca is about
to tell you is that she feels
deeply for those who are of |ess
fortune because they seemto be
wort hy of nore.

Quca | ooks on in question. Hanor is bothered by the
interruption as he inmmedi ately delivers a | ook of confusion.
Drakus qui ckly concl udes his speech.

DRAKUS

(conti nui ng)
Deserving as the common vill agers
may be, though, they have yet to
recei ve what our princess feels is
wel | deserved on the part of their
hard work and ingenuity. | wll
research nore into this situation
mysel f as Quca and | decide our
next plan of action to inprove the
| ongevity of our civilization.

Drakus i medi ately grabs Quca by the arm and escorts her
out si de.

| NT. CORRI DOR QUTSI DE OF KI NG S BEDCHAMBER SAME - NI GHT
Quca imedi ately withdraws herself from Drakus' hol d.

OUCA
What is the meaning of this?

DRAKUS
Pl ease listen to what | have to
say.

Quca is quietly waiting for Drakus' explanation as she
flashes a | ook of distrust.

DRAKUS
(putting both
hands up)

| know what has been going on and
| believe that to informyour
fat her woul d not be a good idea at
this time. | think I have an idea
that would hel p the situation, but
| would Iike to talk to Aaron

( MORE)



16.

DRAKUS (cont' d)
before noving forward with
anyt hi ng.

OQUCA
(sternly)
Have you been spying on ne? And
why woul d you be interested in
assisting ne wth ny personal
affairs?

DRAKUS
Quca, if anyone knows you like |
do, in the biblical sense, he
woul d know how qui ckly attachnents
seemto weigh on your heart.

Drakus reaches out to place his hand on Quca's bosom as she
i mredi atel y pushes hi m away.

OQUCA
How dare you speak to nme in that
manner. | amnot a pawn in your
l[ittle gane. | ama princess and
| demand to be treated |ike one.
DRAKUS
(synpat heti cal | y)
Quca, | know your heart is true.

However, you nust take this
slowy. This is not a common
situation that is dealt with on a
daily basis. Please allow ne the
opportunity of speaking with Aaron
on a friendly and non-threatening
manner to see exactly where he
stands. Once | have the notion

that his heart is true, | wll
personal |y handl e your father
nmysel f.

QUCA

Why woul d you agree to do that?
You nust have sone type of hidden
agenda that would only benefit
you.

DRAKUS
(sarcastically)
Yes, thank you for your define
trust. Ideally, everyone deserves
to be truly happy, even us royals.
If this union is of the nost

honest and utnost sincerity, on

( MORE)
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DRAKUS (cont' d)
the part of both parties, who am!|
to inhibit that? Wen it cones to
your father, I will be your only
lifeline. This, we both know.

OUCA

(apprehensi vel y)
Yes, you may speak with Aaron on
nmy behal f but only if you
i medi ately report back to ne. You
shoul d al so be aware that if you
try to deter himand | ead him
astray, | will be the first to
know. | pray that you will conply
with ny request and hope that you
will not betray ny trust.

DRAKUS

(synpat heti cal | y)
You know that you can trust ne. |
have literally raised you as ny
own. | take great pleasure in
knowi ng that | ampartly
responsi ble for the beautiful
woman, teacher and caregiver that
you have becone.

Dr akus reaches out to stroke Quca's hair as she once again
refrains.

QUCA
You have al so taught nme wi sdom and
about the real world. | know that

people fall short of their duties.
This is a very fragile situation.
| have devel oped feelings that
are unheard of given ny current
status. Perhaps ny father would
benefit nore if it canme fromyou
However, m ne and Aaron's feelings
do and shall remain, no matter the
out cone.

DRAKUS
| wll make arrangenents to speak
with Aaron on a personal |evel by
t he next day's sinking of the sun.

| will gracefully send for him

and request his presence at our
private neeting place. The
meeting wll be arranged in a
tasteful manner, specifically
organi zed to serve its purpose. |

( MORE)
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DRAKUS (cont' d)
will maintain behavior fit for a
j ust cause.

OQUCA
You have your chance to redeem
yoursel f, Drakus, and to prove
your loyalty. Should you fal
short of your requested duty, |
will be the first to know.

Drakus never noves his eyes from Quca's as he calls aloud
for the king's servant.

DRAKUS
My dear mai den servant?

A servant enters the front of the corridor as a response to
hi s address.

SERVANT
Yes, G eat Vizier?

DRAKUS
Pl ease arrange for a carrier
pi geon to deliver a nessage to the
vill age requesting a personal
nmeeting with the towns craftsman
and skilled | aborer, known to al
as ' Aaron'

SERVANT
Yes, Sir. And where should I
suggest the neeting place to be?

DRAKUS
(1 ooki ng at
servant)
West of the city, near the great
burial ground, at the base of the

king's tonb. | have sonething |
think Aaron will be privileged to
see.

The servant bows her head and excuses herself.

OUCA
Wat ch yoursel f, Drakus, for | know
your every nove

DRAKUS
That, ny dear, | already know.
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Drakus flashes his sheepish smle and then turns to | eave.

EXT. INNER C TY OF NEKHEN - CAPI TAL OF UPPER EGYPT - DAY

Aaron is playing ball with the children of the village. He
i s approached by a nessenger.

VESSENGER
Aaron, nephew of the great village
craftsman known to all as Aaron of
Nekhen?

Aaron throws the ball to a little boy waiting to catch it as
he approaches the nessenger. The group of boys take off
running to carry there gane sonepl ace el se.

AARON
Yes, Sir. W is asking?

MESSENGER
| have a nessage addressed to you,
requesti ng your conpany via the
great vizier at the sinking of the
sun after receipt of the
i nvitation.

AARON
The Vizier? Wat business woul d
he have with nme? Were is he
suggesti ng we neet?

VESSENGER
Per the witten request, it
appears that he is suggesting west
of the city near the construction
of the king's tonb.

AARON
The king's tonb? That area is
forbidden to the locals. Does it
specify as to the reason he is
requesting ny presence?

VESSENGER
No Sir. That is all I amallowed
to reveal. You nmust be pronpt and

very secretive for sonething
significant awaits you.

The nessenger turns to | eave as Aaron watches hi mwal k away.
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AARON
(contenpl ati ng
al oud)
The vizier? Quca, if he has
gai ned know edge of you and I,
am not hi ng but a dead nan.

Aaron slowy turns to leave in the opposite direction as the
group of boys return to continue with Aaron their gane of
ball. As Aaron is thrown the ball, he gracefully catches it
and | aughingly runs fromthe boys.

EXT. NEAR NEKHEN - WEST OF EGYPT - N GHT

A picture of the Nile River is showm as the sun slowWy sets
to the west.

Aaron is wal king down the road towards the neeting place
when he stops to notice the view of several pyramds. He
i mredi ately hears a noise behind him

AARON
Hello. |Is anyone there? |Is that
you, Vizier?

A dark figure slowy approaches as Aaron takes a step back.
A deep voi ce el udes the darkness.

DRAKUS
(in a narcissistic
manner)
You are | ooking at history, fit
for a king, in the making. There
is a huge stretch between where
you stand and where | stand,
socially. Do you understand that?

Dr akus cones into cl ear view

AARON
(unsel fishly)
Yes Sir, but please tell ne what
all of this has to do with ne.

Dr akus approaches Aaron as Aaron cautiously takes a few
st eps back.



DRAKUS
Pl ease do not be al ar ned. | am
not here to harmyou but to help

you.

Drakus sl owy approaches Aaron as he notices that he is
carrying sonet hi ng.

DRAKUS
Vel l, what have we here?
AARON
Sir, please accept ny gift of
offering to the king. | would

like to present you with this
personal ly crafted nmacehead that |
created. It is in honor of our
king and represents himin his
younger day and of how he has
protected us for so long. His

persistence still reigns eternal
in ny eyes. For this reason, |
will always refer to himas our

scorpion king. This weaponry
synbol i zes his successes.

Drakus softly giggles, as in a nocking manner, as Aaron
conti nues.

AARON

| would also like to present you,
vizier, with this smaller macehead
that | personally crafted for you

It inplies ny hope that per a
future success, |ower Egypt will
be united with us by the |ikes of
our king and rul ed under one
ki ngdomto show the trust and

dignity of one nation. | know that
the king is capable and will
prevail in one way or another.

Drakus again softly laughs to inply his arrogance while
accepting the gifts from Aaron.

AARON
| greatly apol ogize, but |I'm not
quite sure of your intent or what
| may have done to deserve any
progression via the |Iikes of you.

21.
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DRAKUS
Son, | have worked hard just to
get to where | now stand. Even
with all of the hard work I have
done, | have to create a very
significant and vital resting
pl ace for a man that has no sexua
or self-control over hinself and
his actions. He is no |longer a
scor pion king, slaying the enem es
of his people, but of a nere
nortal who has | ost his soul and
touch of reality.

Drakus notions his hands as if to direct Aaron's attention
to the sights around him

DRAKUS
Each night | cone out here to
converse with the Gods in order to
preci sely piece together the
pyram d of spirit, faith, peace
and | ove.

Aaron provides Drakus with his undivided attention as Drakus
turns to lead himthrough a tour of exceptional
architecture. Aaron cautiously follows.

DRAKUS

(conti nui ng)
In order for energy to flow,
reflecting on past and future
lives, you nmust accurately create
and piece together the tonb of a
powerful man. Remaining in unity
with the earth, as well as staying
grounded in spirit, is the key.
Just like the beans of |ight that
extrude fromthe heavens to the
earth in the formof a pyramd, so
to must this object reciprocate by
poi nting towards the heavens to
inply that unity with man, and to
give themthat stepping tool to
heaven's door.

AARON
Sir, the sights and construction
of the pyramds are |liberating but
what does this have to do with nme?
| amnot of a godly or powerful
status and ny presence in such an
honorabl e I ocation wll only taint
the presence of the kings and gods

( MORE)
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AARON (cont'd)
t hat now behol d us.

Drakus again | aughs as he stops to turn and address Aaron.

DRAKUS
To ny understandi ng, you are a
very skilled craftsman for the
town's people and what | hold in
my hand is of great proof. |
woul d think that this would be of
great interest to you. Take
pl easure in what you wll behold
for nobst commoners are not given
the privilege to do so.

AARON
Ch please Sir, do not m stake what
| have said with the non-pl easure
of what ny eyes behold. | am
sinply referencing ny status and
nmy presence in such a sacred
pl ace.

DRAKUS
You nmustn't be concerned with
that. Take heed in what | have to
say and pay close attention for
t he meani ng behind this event wll
soon be nade apparent.

AARON
Yes, Sir. | under st and.

Drakus nods his head and turns to continue his speech as
Aaron foll ows.

DRAKUS
Each piece nust be precise and
accurate (mathematically) and nust
allow for the length of the king's
time spent on earth. The taller
the structure, the | onger the
reign of the king and the closer
he becones to the Gods. Upon the
king's death fromthe physical
world, his earthly body wll be
pl aced in the tonb covered with a
| i mest one mast aba.

Aaron pauses and behol ds an unbelievabl e sight.



Aaron is i

DRAKUS

(egotistically)
What you see going on before you
is a collective constructing of
stone, pieced together to create
the noticeabl e stepped sides with
which the material used to create
such structures and the idea
thereof are given to us via
visitors fromthe stars that only
a select few, normally nen of
power, will ever get to see.

AARON
So, these giant slaves are not of
our earthly region?

DRAKUS
They are visitors of our world who
delight in providing us with
advanced artistry and
architecture. They are very
interested in our desires and
beliefs. In return for their
service and gifts of technol ogy,
we provide them w th expl anations
to the ways of our worl d.

n awe as he addresses Drakus.

AARON
My eyes have never behel d such
wonders as such. Al of the
villagers hear stories as to how
our godly structures are designed
to reflect such strong nessages,
thrust ed to heaven's door, but
now | seemto be overtaken by what
my eyes behold as confirmation of
such architect portrays itself.

DRAKUS
You nust renenber that discretion
is of the utnost inportance as you
rejoin your |level of society and
its people.

Aaron | ooks at Drakus in question.

AARON
('si ghi ng)
| amstill unsure as to why you

have requested mnmy conpany.

24.



DRAKUS
(devilishly)
Al though King's Hanor's tonb is
bei ng constructed and raised to
exenplify the rein of the king

scorpion, | feel that his tine
here in this world should and w ||
be shortened. | have a

proposition for you that | think
may i nterest you.

AARON
|"msorry. | fail to understand
your intention.

DRAKUS
| am planning to have the king
taken from his physical presence
here on earth and create his early
ascend to the heavens.

AARON
You are planning to have the king
mur der ed?

DRAKUS
Aaron, the king is already a god,
but his presence in our physical
world is only causing conflict. He
has what we both want. | want his
nmoney and power and you want his
daught er.

AARON
(1 ooki ng at Drakus)
As vizier, a great right-hand of a
very powerful and self-deserving
God of man, you are proclaimng a
desired execution on a particul ar
entity's behal f?

DRAKUS
Aaron, please do not excuse this
as an unapproachabl e i ssue. You
nmust realize who is offering you
an opportunity that may never be
presented to you agai n.

AARON
(conti nui ng)
How can | help in slaying a God
that hel ps the sun rise and fal
everyday? You are speaking of
your king and the father of the
( MORE)
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AARON (cont'd)
woman | | ove. You should be put
to death for even thinking such a
thing. Should you have this
carried through, you will be
condemmed to an eternal hell

DRAKUS
The woman you | ove? Can you not
conceive the inpossibility of that
noti on?

AARON
(sternly)
How were you aware of our secret
and nost intent relationship? |
ambut a lowy peasant who has no
credibility and you are confiding
in me this unruly gesture?

DRAKUS
Pl ease, just hear ne out.

Aaron's deep breathing has escal at ed.

DRAKUS

(softly | aughing)
Aaron, please, cal myourself. Your
king is of no God. He is nerely
of nortal nen who has been handed
his position as king per a nere
technicality. He doesn't protect
his people. He only protects
hi msel f. Fabius w |l becone the
rightful and purified i mage of our
sire and ensure his continued
| egacy.

Aaron stands in disbelief as Drakus continues talking.

DRAKUS
You know that as things stand, you
have no chance in consummating a
relationship of sorts. Wth King
Hanor out of the way, | can
request that Fabius have you
appoi nted second to ny conmand to
serve as ny understudy. Then, you
and Princess Quca woul d both have
nmy bl essing. The king can't
guarantee a future for you, but
Quca can. She can deliver your
of fspring which would be born into
a world of nystery and power and

( MORE)
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DRAKUS (cont' d)
stand to inherit nuch nore.

Aar on acknow edges Drakus' request.

AARON
| wll have to decline any
i nvol venent in such acts and take
my chances with the underlying
truth. E ther he will or will not
accept me, but | have enough faith
to know that Quca will follow nme
anywhere | go. | also refuse to
bel i eve that Fabius would be in
agreenent to have his father
nmur dered to enhance his early
position as king.

DRAKUS
(sheepi shly)
One would think that. However,
you have a lot of growing up to
do. Fabius favors you and the
ki ng does not. Focus on that
point for a while.

AARON
| amtruly sorry but | nust depart
for the night.

Aaron turns to | eave as Drakus grabs his arm

DRAKUS
(muttering with
firmhold on
Aar on)
You deny nme now, but should you
have a change of heart at a |ater
time, this is the best place to

find ne. | would also think tw ce
before troubling Quca with what we
have di scussed. It is not a

pl easant subject for her, but she
too feels that it is our only
opti on.

Aaron | ooks Drakus straight in the eye, releases his hold
and swiftly | eaves for hone.

AARON
(munbl i ng and
| ooki ng over his
shoul der)
How coul d sormeone be so direct and
( MORE)
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AARON (cont'd)
approach an individual in that
manner? How i ndecent of a
proposal can you possibly have? |
amdefinitely in over ny head this
tinme.

Aaron again turns towards Drakus' direction to find that he
has nysteriously di sappeared. Aaron stops as he stares in
that direction

AARON

(softly to hinself)
Qur | ove has already created a web
of deceit and |ies and we have yet
to experience that proclained
love. It is just one unpublicized
and forbidden night of sensual and
i nnocent | ovemaking. Wiat wll
conme of it now?

| NT. PALACE (KING S CORRI DOR) NEXT - DAY

The exterior view of the pal ace cones on screen as the sun
shines brightly.

Drakus is heading towards Quca's bedchanber. As he enters
Quca's corridor to nake his way to her bedchanber, he is
approached by the queen.

DRAKUS
Well, if it isn't Hatty, our |oyal
queen.

HATTY

(persistently)
VWere were you | ast night?

DRAKUS
| needed sone tinme to regroup and
decided to take a late night wal k.

As he turns to head down the corridor, the queen grabs him
by the arm

HATTY
Is it official yet?

Drakus turns around to address the queen in a pronpt manner.



DRAKUS
No, it is not official yet, but I
amworking on it. You nust |eave
me at my will and do not be too
haste. |f anyone catches on to
what we are planning to do, we
wi || be hanged unnercifully.

The queen rel eases her grasp and turns to head the other
way. However, as she nakes it hal fway down the corridor,
she turns to address Drakus once nore as Drakus remains
still, staring at her.

HATTY
This nust go as planned. |
haven't tine to allow Hanor to
carry on the way he is, bedding
any young prostitute he refers to
as a comng-of-age ritual. |If
anot her son is born of these
wonen, it would create a | ack of
i nfl uence on ny part and ny
authority would be threatened. W
nmust act now.

DRAKUS
One nust be patient. If this does
not go according to plan, any
small mshap wll definitely
create chaos in the likelihood of
our governnent. Stay at peace and
| eave the logistics to ne.

HATTY
Patience is not the key, Drakus.
It is trust. This is not child's
play but nerely a | ack of
servitude on the part of our
governnment and society's
foundation. W are tal king about
the main factor of our
civilization. |If we are found
out, we will be executed and
t hrown over by the nere people who
wor ship the ground we wal k on.

DRAKUS
(1 aughi ng
devilishly)

At ease ny dear queen. Positive
thinking is the key to success and
our situation is of no difference.



Wth that, Drakus turns to |leave as Hatty stands still

bows her head.

| NT. PALACE (PRI NCESS S BEDCHAMBER)

30.

and

| MVEDI ATELY AFTER - DAY

Quca is sitting on her bed, softly caressing her hair

putting off a faint stare.

As she continues groomng in a soft,

interrupted by a knock on the door.

verti cal

nmot i on,

Bef ore she could get up to proceed to the door, Drakus
slowy opens the door and allows hinself to enter the room

OUCA

Can you not ever wait for a
wel com ng gesture before all ow ng

yourself in like that?

DRAKUS

|"msorry to disturb you ny

princess, but | do have news to
give you. | nmet with Aaron and
all seens well. He was just a

little distant and renote

regarding his true feelings of
you. But, he assured ne that he
has true intentions at heart and
would i ke for you to neet him

agai n soon.

QUCA
(l'ighting up)

Did he perhaps say when or where?

Drakus stares into Quca's big brown eyes.

DRAKUS

Yes, he did. He would like to
meet you just north of the great
cave, the dwelling of the God of
the Nile, near the cataracts by
nightfall tonight. He stated that
you shouldn't try to contact him
prior and that he would neet you

as pl anned.

QUCA
(synpat heti cal | y)

Thank you so nuch, Drakus.
nmy doubts about you in the

| had

begi nni ng, but you have really
managed to prove yourself and your

( MORE)
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QUCA (cont'd)
loyalty. M initial nmeeting with
Aaron was very enotional and
exotic and it created a sense of
need and want in nme that | have
never experienced before.

Drakus approaches Quca to caress her face as she imedi ately
pulls away from him

DRAKUS
(profusely biting
his [ip)

So, what you and | encountered was
of no rel evance?

QUCA
There was never anything of
rel evance between the two of us.
You nust get what acts you hold
dear in your heart out of your
head for you have sinply created
fal se perceptions that in your
mnd are true.

DRAKUS
They are true and sonet hing you
w Il never be able to take from

me. You renenber themtoo, Quca
| believe that our brief tinme
together is what's keeping you
sane in a world of neglect, greed
and pride such as ours.

QUCA
You are a victim of
sel f -deception

DRAKUS
OCh, that is where you are wong ny
|l ove. | neglected you. You want

nore froma man that | can give
and ny main goal is not the |ikes
of you but the likes of your
prestige and nerit.

OUCA
Think wi sely before you act,
Drakus. A nan without love in his
heart is a man wi t hout true
pur pose.
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DRAKUS
| do have true purpose. That is
my loyalty to you and the status
at which you hol d.

OUCA
(sarcastically)
Yes, Drakus, as we both know how
true that honestly is. However,
you nust now excuse ne for | nust
begi n preparation for ny neeting.

Drakus smles and bows his head in respect as Quca exits her
bedchanber.

Drakus sits down on Quca's bed as he quietly assures hinself
of his questionable l|oyalty.

DRAKUS
(quietly)
If you were only aware of ny true
purpose. Never again wll ny
| oyalty be taken for granted. On
the contrary, nanel ess people wll
soon be begging for ny nercy.

Drakus sits in wondernment for a brief noment.

DRAKUS
(standi ng up)
Now is the perfect tinme to see
what Hanor has currently invol ved

hinmself with. | think it is tine
we have a private discussion anong
our sel ves.

Drakus exists the princess's bedchanber and heads up the
corridor towards the Kking.

| NT. PALACE (KING S CORRI DOR) | MVEDI ATELY AFTER - DAY

Hanor is relaxed on his couch while being fanned by four of
his femal e sl aves.

A knocking is heard on the door.

HANOR
Yes, who is it?

DRAKUS (O. S.)
Hanor, it is Drakus. | nust
request a private neeting with you
to di scuss issues regarding the

( MORE)



DRAKUS (cont' d)
taxation of the peasantry and
upcom ng revel ations of the River
Nile. | have just been nade aware
of sone entailed and profitable
information that greatly concerns
you.

HANOR
Dr akus, nust we di scuss such
i ssues today?

DRAKUS (O S.)
Yes, ny king. | feel that this is
i nformati on you need to be nade
aware of immediately.

Drakus calmy waits for his reply.

HANCR
('si ghi ng)
Yes, Drakus, | shall neet with you
briefly. | must tend to other

details at the nmonent. Allow ne
to conplete ny current business

and 1'Il shall nmeet with you in

the green room the central room
on the north side of the pal ace,
come nightfall. I'll be waiting

for your presence.

DRAKUS
(tal king to door)
Thank you. You will not be sorry
for agreeing to neet with ne, ny

king. | wll not spend any of
your time w thout thought, so |
will arrive as planned. | know

that each and every nonent is
val uabl e and | appreciate you
allowng me to be a part of that.

HANOR ( Q. S)
Yes, the pleasure is all mne.

Dr akus turns to | eave.

DRAKUS
(munbling to
hi nsel f)

My plan can now be put into
nmotion. Drakus, you are a god.
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EXT. INNER CITY OF NIl KHEN SAVME Tl ME - DAY
Aaron is slowly wal king the main road, while constantly

| ooki ng down in a daze, as commotion of the city is seen al
around him

AARON
(munbling to
hi nsel f)

How can soneone as close to the
ki ng as Drakus consi derably
concei ve of such acts? | am
greatly aware that ny peasantry
status w Il probably never allow
me to publicly exercise ny | ove
for Quca. However, carrying out
such acts would definitely inhibit
everyt hing should such horrible
and deadly acts be nade

concei vabl e.

Aaron is interrupted by a conmmoner waving his hello as Aaron
waves back

AARON

(conti nui ng)
How dar e Drakus suggest putting
our people in jeopardy. | wll
not stand for this. | nust talk
to Quca before sonething drastic
happens. | will sneak up to her
room cone nightfall. If not that,
"1l get to her in some way. | am
not sure how but | am determ ned
to find a way.

Aaron continues walking in the sane direction as he
conti nuously shakes his head in disbelief.

EXT. NORTH OF THE GREAT CAVE NEAR THE CATARACTS - N GHT

Quca is sitting on a rock watching the sun al nost conpletely
di sappear into the Nile while patiently awaiting Aaron's
arrival .

It is a very pleasant and cal mnight with the sounds of the
steep flow ng rapids in the background.

OUCA

('si ghing)
OCh, Aaron. \ere are you?
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She is disturbed by a noise comng fromthe near distance as
she swiftly turns towards that direction.

OUCA
(whi speri ng)
Aaron, is that you? You nustn't
try to startle ne. Nowis not the
time for playing ganes.

She waits for a reply, but no reply is delivered.

OQUCA
(alittle louder)
| amvery serious about this,
Aaron. | wll |eave immed ately
to return honme if you do not
present yourself in a pronpt
manner .

She stares off in the direction of the noi se, never
receiving a response to her direct denmand.

QUCA
Aar on?

She stands up fromher sitting position and slowy wal ks
towards the stone from where she heard the noi se.

QUCA
(1 ouder)
Aar on?

A small dog steps from behind the stone, startling her to
the point of falling to the ground.

OQUCA
(scream ng)
Ch ny goodness!

The commotion startles the small animal and it takes off
runni ng past her heading back to the woods directly behind
her.

OUCA
(1 aughi ng)
Ch, ny goodness. How terrible. If
| nmust stay out here nuch | onger
by nmyself, I will surely have a
heart attack.

She i medi ately stands to her feet, dusts herself off and
heads back to her waiting place.
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| NT. PALACE (KI TCHEN) SAME - NI GHT
Dr akus enters the kitchen to address the servants.

DRAKUS

(sternly)
Attention all servants. Between
the two of us, the king and | have
pl anned to take part in a private
meeting and | would |ike to have a
smal | neal prepared to acconpany
t hat gat heri ng.

The servants stand at attention as Drakus continues tal king.

DRAKUS
| would |ike to have the nost
expensi ve and tasteful w ne
provi ded as the drink of choice
and the neal to consist of
strictly fruits and veget abl es.

The servants bow their heads in servitude and begin to
prepare the neal.

DRAKUS
(conti nui ng)
The neeting is to take place in
the green room so please prepare
the neal swiftly without error and
have the table prepared prior to

the king's arrival. | wll be
waiting for delivery. Please,
carry on.

The servants immedi ately continue preparing the neal as
Drakus turns to exit the kitchen.

EXT. PALACE (BELOW QUCA' S BEDCHAMBER) SAME - N GHT

Aaron reaches the outskirts of the pal ace where the exterior
of the palace is visible by the light of the noon.

AARON
(talking to
hi nsel f)

Aaron, you have got to be totally
crazy to even attenpt this. How
aml| to make it even close to the
pal ace with the anmount of guards

in tow?
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Aaron's attention is imediately drawmn to a |line of
cultivated palmtrees right on the outskirts of the pal ace.

AARON
So, if I amable to disguise
mysel f anongst the trees, | may

have a chance to sl owy approach
t he pal ace in hopes of obtaining
Quca's attention.

As Aaron slowy makes his way through the treeline, keeping
an eye on the guards who continuously |augh and nmake jokes
as in a drunken rage while keeping their weapons at bay, he
manages to make his way to Quca's side of the pal ace.

AARON
(quietly)
How must | get her attention?
know, | nust create a noise not to

be too disturbing, but sonething
that will make her peer out the
wi ndow and down bel ow.

Aaron begins collecting small stones and tossing themup to
Quca's window. After several failed attenpts, Aaron decides
to try sonething new

AARON
(sitting down by a
tree)
This is not working. There nust
be a better way to do this.

Aaron pl aces the back of his head against the tree as he
puts off a long sigh of disbelief. After a couple of

m nutes of watching and listening to the guards munbl es, he
suddenly renenbers a story told by a commobner in the

vi | | age.

AARON
Wait a mnute. That's it.

Aaron imredi ately stands to his feet.

AARON
(t hi nki ng back)
| remenber exactly the
conversation | had with an el der
several weeks ago regarding the
king's pal ace and of what it had
cont ai ned.

CUT TO
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PAVI LI ON I N VI LLAGE - A MONTH EARLI ER

Aaron, along with many ot her young nen, is listening to
el ders of the community.

ELDER

(standing in front

of the nen)
We nust all give our duty of
gratitude to the king. However,
you nust al so renenber that
knowi ng how t o escape any
persecution a comoner may
experience is of the utnost
i nportance. You nust |earn how to
physical ly escape the situation at
hand shoul d you be caught in the
royal s possession. Those secret
passageways have saved severa
lives, including mne. The
tunnel s nust be used w sely and
with great respect for it was of a
secret m ssion per the enslaved
commoners that those tunnels were
created. If at any tine the sites
of the secret passages create
doubt, always | ook for the closest
enbl em of stability.

Aaron stares at the elder, continuously nodding his head, as
if his thoughts are overloading his m nd.

as before:
EXT. PALACE (BELOW OUCA' S BEDCHAMBER) SAME - NI GHT

AARON

(thi nki ng out | oud)
An enblem of stability? What
could that possibly mean? And if
t hese secret passageways honestly
exi st, giving access to the
remai ni ng areas of the pal ace,
t hat woul d of course include the
princess's bedchanber.

Aaron quietly observes his surroundi ngs.
As he gl ances towards the back of the palace, a huge

sycanore tree catches his eye. As he carefully approaches
the tree, he notices that at the base is a huge trunk.
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AARON

(approaching the

tree)
That has got to be the |argest
base of a tree | have ever seen
particularly for the sycanore. The
trunk appears to have the capacity
of a small village.

Aar on approaches the tree and places his attention on a
rai sed root that appears to resenble a door.

AARON

(looking into

rai sed root)
Has this been created by nmen or
presented as a gift fromthe gods
for a certain purpose? Wit a
mnute. This is it. Yes, this
must be it. The enbl em of
stability would only enphasi ze the
strength of the tree and its
ability to nmaintain the conposure
of its exterior as well as its
interior structure.

Aaron slowy steps into the opening. As he steps inside the
opening, he imedi ately finds hinself falling beneath the
earth's surface. Aaron lets out a faint screamas his ful
body appears to di sappear.

Upon hearing Aaron's scream the guards imediately halt
their conversation and direct their attention in that
di recti on.

GUARD
(raising his hand
to quieten
remai ni ng guards)
Qui eten down everyone. Did you
hear that?

GUARD 1 |
What exactly did you hear?

GUARD
| am not sure. The noise al one,
t hough, is enough to create
suspicion. W nust follow up on
the disturbance. | need three nen
to assist ne and the remaining
guards to stay behind. After
maki ng sure we are clear, we wll

( MORE)



GUARD (cont' d)
rejoin the group.

The four guards walk in the direction of where they heard
the frightening noise.

| NT. PALACE (GREEN ROOM) SAME - NI GHT

As Drakus enters the place of neeting, he is imediately
addressed by Hatty who seens to have foll owed him

HATTY
| s everything okay, Drakus?

DRAKUS
(persistently)
Yes, but please allow us our
privacy to discuss such matters
anongst ourselves. You nustn't be
here or the plan wll be ruined.

HATTY
Yes, | wll |eave you at your
wll. However, you nust renenber
who it is you are truly working
for and represent. |If all goes
according to plan, we will both
W n.

DRAKUS

(firmy)

Yes, | sense your direction and
know ny part without fail. You
must go now. | will conme for you

once | amthrough with Hanor and
informyou of the situation at

hand.

HATTY
Fine. [1'll be waiting in the
corridor of ny chanber. Do not
del ay.

As Hatty turns to exit the room she is startled by Hanor
who accidentally cuts her off.

HANOR
(apol ogetical |l y)
| amtruly sorry. \Were are you
headi ng at this hour ny dear?

40.
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HATTY
| couldn't sleep, so | decided to
take a walk to the green room for

it seens to relax ne. | do

apol ogi ze for ny interruption. |
will |eave you and Drakus at your
will.

Hatty excuses herself and exits the room

Hanor throws a glance in Drakus' direction and takes the
liberty of sitting at the table, near an open w ndow.

Upon finding a confortable position, as Drakus | ooks on, and
| ooki ng out of the wndowinto the starry night, Hanor
speaks up

HANOR

Dr akus, have you ever wondered
what all of this means? Those
things that |ive outside of us and
shine with such authority. \What
exactly do they do? They assi st
us with light and tine and provide
us direction, but there nust be
more. |s that what our soul turns
into once we pass fromthis earth?

Do we too becone a beacon for
others left behind to help find
their way?

DRAKUS
We can only know so much before
our m nds becone cluttered with
such nonsense. Leave it to the
goddess of the sky to nake sense
of that portion of the hereafter.
There's not much left for us to
deci de but what we do right now

Hanor turns to Drakus as he slowy begins to speak.

HANCR
Per haps you are right, Drakus.
However, sonmeday we wi Il know the
exact truth as it is revealed to
us by our superiors. Al of us.

DRAKUS
Yes, Your Majesty. | do feel that
all will soon be reveal ed.

However, as for now, we nust
delight in the recent conpany of
each ot her and discuss the

( MORE)



42.

DRAKUS (cont' d)
pertinent issues at hand. Wuld
you like a glass of w ne?

HANOR
(staring out into
t he ni ght)
Yes, please. | would greatly

enj oy that.

As Hanor's back is turned, Drakus takes the smaller
macehead, consisting of a drilled hole at the top equi pped
to hold a liquid, and pours a snmall amount of wine with an
unknown substance he quickly mxes in with it.

DRAKUS
Pl ease, sip this wine as a synbol
of our friendship and loyalty to
one anot her.

As Hanor turns, he takes notice to the macehead held in
Dr akus' hand.

HANCR
VWhat is the nmeaning of this? You
expect ne to drink fromthat?

DRAKUS

(wvth fal se

sincerity)
Enbl emati ¢ of our future goal,
this nacehead represents a divine
synbol that wll be used to snote
our enem es of Egypt in our
attenpt to unify as well as those
who try to disable us from doing

so. | take pride in personally
crafting a tool such as this in
your honor. It only seens fitting

that you and | both partake in a
drink fromthe object as a synbol
of our union.

HANCR
(taking the
macehead to
observe)
This is exquisite work, Drakus. |
comend you on that. | did not

know you behel d such talent.
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DRAKUS
| usually do not pride nyself on
egotistically speaking of ny work,

but in your honor, I wll gladly
do so.
HANOR
(1 ooki ng at Drakus)
Thank you, Drakus. | greatly

appreci ate that.

Hanor raises the object as in a toasting manner and then
turns it up as he drinks the wne fromthe weaponry.

Drakus sits in deep suspense, waiting for Hanor's deadly
response.

HANCR
(1 ooki ng at Drakus
as he places the
macehead down)
Drakus, what is it that weighs
heavily on your m nd?

DRAKUS
(pausi ng)
The idea that you have been
granted power that does not
rightfully belong to you. | am
more of a rightful candidate for
your position.

HANCR
l"msorry, but I fail to
under st and what you nean.

DRAKUS
Al'l you can ever think about is
the past |love of your life. You
haven't any idea the current
status of your people or the |ikes
of your own daughter.

HANOR
What are you saying, Drakus?

Hanor i mredi ately places his hand on his stomach as he | eans
forward

HANOR
(pai nfully)
Drakus, | greatly apol ogi ze but |
feel to have eaten sonething
earlier in the day that obviously
( MORE)



HANOR (cont' d)
has not set well with ne. | do
apol ogize in the timng but | nust
excuse nysel f.

Hanor stands up to | eave as Drakus | ooks on.

DRAKUS
| f you do not feel up to our
di scussion, please take the
liberty of returning to your
bedchanber for we can conpl ete our
nmeeting at a later tine.

HANOR
(1 ooki ng at Drakus
and breat hi ng
heavi | y)
What have you done?

Hanor imediately falls to his death as his killer stands
above him

DRAKUS
('si ghing)
Ch, Hanor. | hate that it had to

conme to this. You were a good man
but your priorities were not
exactly where they shoul d have
been.

Drakus bends down to place the small macehead deep inside
Hanor's cl oak.

DRAKUS
(whi spering in his
ear)
Now, with you out of the way and
Fabi us soon to follow, ny plan
w Il have been conpleted. As ny

gift to you, be sure not to forget
this in your journey to your next
life.

Aaron i mredi ately enmerges froma standi ng cabi net on the
ot her side of the roomwith force as Drakus junps to his
feet.

AARON

(scream ng)
Hel p! | have captured a nurderer!
Pl ease, anyone, | need help! The

ki ng has been nurdered!
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DRAKUS
(persistently)
What are you doi ng and how did you
get in here?

AARON
(breat hi ng heavily)
What have you done?

DRAKUS
(slowy
approachi ng Aaron)
Well, you have an untinely fashion
of showi ng up at exactly the wong
tinme. | had a feeling that you

m ght cone. However, you are
making this too easy for ne. |
have just done you and | a favor.
Don't you see? W can now nove on
as planned. You can continue your
relationship with Quca and | can
soon obtain the power that is
rightfully m ne.

AARON
(1 oudl y)
| never agreed to any of this. You
are a sick man and I will see to

it that you rightfully get what
you deserve

DRAKUS
Oh, really? And you think you
have that authority, lowy
commmoner ?

Drakus imedi ately attacks Aaron and throws himto the
ground. Aaron struggles to regain his freedom

DRAKUS
VWhat is your problen? Have you
| ost your m nd?

Aaron manages to release an armas he swftly takes a sw ng
at Drakus. Drakus easily dodges the attenpt as he pl aces
his arm around Aaron's neck. The queen and a nal e servant
qui ckly enter the room

HATTY
(drastically)
What is going on in here?

Hatty i mredi ately notices the king lying on the floor.



HATTY
(turning to the
servant)
Go fetch the guards i nmediately.
We nust have this man restrained
for he has harnmed our king and
possi bly murdered him

As the servant turns to exit the green room he is
i mredi ately cut off by four guards who have al ready been
alerted by the commoti on.

HATTY

(persistently)
Take this man from here and pl ace
himin a secure hol ding bl ock
until the |ikes of what has just
taken place here are revealed. He
may have nurdered the king and we
must take proper action
i mredi atel y.

Two guards approach Aaron to assist himto his feet while
Drakus takes a step back.

AARON

(speaking to the

guar d)
You nust not believe these people.
The vi zi er has poi soned the Kking.
| witnessed it nyself. He nust
contain the bottle which held such
a fatal substance sonmewhere am dst
his body or on the king. Do a
formal search and you will find
it.

GUARD
Do you even understand the
puni shnent for false allegations?

AARON
These are not false allegations.
You nust believe ne. You have the
wong man. W have to find Quca.
She can expl ai n everything.

GUARD
Yes, we definitely know that the
princess would be the right
candi date in hel ping you out of
this one. Do you even know who
the king is?

46.
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DRAKUS
Pl ease, guards, if it will help in
any manner to performa search of
my body, please feel free to do
so. | have absolutely nothing to
hi de.

The guard | ooks at Drakus and then | ooks at a guard before
hi m

GUARD
Do a quick search on this man and
t hen check the king for any
evi dence as to what has just taken
pl ace.

The guard approaches Drakus to quickly pat himdown and then
approaches the king's body while everyone watches.

Fromthe king' s cloak, the guard pulls out the snal
macehead.

GUARD 1| |
Wl l, what have we here?

AARON
That was mne that | had
personal ly crafted as an offer of
nmy obedi ence to the Kking.

Aaron quickly | ooks at Drakus while still being held by the
guar ds.

AARON
You used nmy gift for this purpose?

GUARD
(1 ooki ng at Aaron)
You nean to tell nme that this is
yours?

The guard sighs and places the macehead on the table and
addresses the other guards.

GUARD
There is no need to delay the
i nevi tabl e much | onger, Men. W
must act now in isolating the
likes of a crimnal. However, we
wll not retreat to a dungeon as
of yet, but wll rather have
prisoner held in a secure silos in
the city until nore investigation
( MORE)



GUARD (cont'd)
can be conduct ed.

The guards immedi ately assists in taking Aaron away.

AARON
(as he is escorted
away )
Your tinme wll cone, Drakus. Your
time will come. If it is ny |ast
and final plea, | wll see you

| ose your head.
The queen stops just a nonent to | ook at Drakus.

HATTY
(whi speri ng)
What have you done and how did
t hat commoner gain access to our
home with the anmount of guards you
have specifically chosen to
protect us?

DRAKUS

s this not what you have asked
for? | have sinply conplied with
your repeated request and now it
has been delivered. How that fool
gai ned access is conpletely beyond
me. | will get to the bottom of
it though. That | can guarantee.

As Drakus turns to | eave, Hatty grabs himby the arm

HATTY
Coul d he have truly seen anything
in the way of your nurderous
attenpt and how you m ght woul d be

at fault?

DRAKUS
Even if he had, who is going to
believe a lowy peasant? | am but

a god in the eyes of man and with
that my goal is secured.

HATTY
You are honestly going to all ow
that i nnocent man to take the

fall, aren't you? | did not cal
for my husband and your king's
death. | sinply wanted assurance

of ny stability and | needed your
assistance and intelligence to
( MORE)
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HATTY (cont' d)
make sure it was secure but not in
this manner.

DRAKUS

(1 aughi ng)
Ch, please. You expect ne to
believe that? This is exactly
what you wanted. And now, that
the plan has been carried out, you
are allow ng yourself to crunble
under the pressure. Do not fear
that crimnal and what he nay be
able to testify to. W are sinply
victinms of a |over scorn, divided
by sickness and poverty. He found
hi s own unwel conme and
i nperm ssible way to us and not
the other way around. Leave it.

Drakus slowy cuffs the queen's clothing of her chest as he
| eans into her.

DRAKUS
(t hreat eni ng)
You just keep one thing in m nd.
If I go down for this, you wll be
ri ght beside nme on the execution
bl ock. Do not forget that.

The queen imedi ately tears his hand away from her cl ot hing.

HATTY
(hastily)
Do not threaten ne, Drakus.
Renmenber, | am one step above you

You serve a king that is now dead
of this world. This nmeans that ny
son, heir to the throne, has just
becone king due to his father's
untinmely death. Now you tell ne,
will a young king put his nother
to death for the nurder of his
father or his father's vizier who
we all know can not be trusted
anyway? Even Hanor hinself had
doubt s about you.

DRAKUS
Real ly? Well, believe what you
must, but for now we nust deal
with the situation at hand. There
IS a young princess out there
whose father has just been

( MORE)
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DRAKUS (cont' d)

mur dered and she nust be notified.
Should I rem nd you, Hatty, that
this princess | amreferring to is
t he king's daughter, but of no

bl ood or relation to you? How
prom nent are you really? Quca
never trusted you either. So,
w Il Fabius favor the likes of you
or his sister with whom he | oves
deeply? Let the real truth soon
reveal itself.

Hatty deeply portrays a glare of discontent as Drakus
concl udes hi s speech.

DRAKUS
Excuse nme. | nust go fetch Quca
to deliver the dreadful news.

Drakus turns to exit the roomas Hatty briefly sighs and
stornms off after him |eaving the body of the king
tenporarily behind. As the two exit the room the servant
wal ks out from behind the door and peers in their direction.

EXT. NORTH BANK (OF THE NI LE) SAME - N GHT
Quca remains in her waiting area.

OQUCA
('si ghi ng)
Somet hi ng has got to be wong.
This is not |like Aaron to agree to
meet nme sonmewhere and then decide
on sonet hi ng el se.

Quca stands to her feet.

OUCA
| guess | nmust nmake ny way hone. |
greatly hope that everything is
al right with Aaron

As Quca begins to |leave, she is startled by a noise com ng
at her at a frantic and fast pace. As she continues
watching in that direction, Drakus |eaps fromthe bushels as
she again falls to the ground in fear.



DRAKUS
(frantically)
My princess, you must cone with
me. Sonething terrible has
happened to your father.

OUCA
(pi cking hersel f
up) -
Dr akus, you scared the living
daylight out of ne. What is it
that startles you?

DRAKUS

(lowering his head)
It is your father. He and | were
in a private nmeeting and Aaron,
your new suspecting | over, sprang
fromwithin an escritoire in the
green room He nust have gai ned
access through a secret entrance.
That has yet to be determ ned. |
am not sure how el se he woul d have
made it past the guards. Anyway,
| didn't quite know what his
intentions were at first until he
grabbed your father by the face
with a linen garnment. He nmade
sure that the garnment conpletely
covered his face so that he could
not breathe. By the tinme | could
get to him given that | was on
the other side of the room your
fat her had al ready | ost
consci ousness and was beyond any
attenpts at being revived.

Quca starts to feel a little faint and grabs Drakus

shoul der for support.

DRAKUS
Here, please sit for a nonent to
catch your breath

Drakus assists Quca in sitting on the ground.

DRAKUS
(conti nui ng)

The guards have attai ned Aaron and
placed himin a silos in the city.
If you like, I can find out his

exact location and allow you an

opportunity to speak wwth him He

seened to be disillusioned because
( MORE)
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DRAKUS (cont' d)
he honestly clained that it was |
who ained to harmyour father. One
t hi ng you nmust renenber though
i nstead of neeting his supposed
| ove in your sacred neeting place,
he chose to break into the green
room of the pal ace where the king
woul d fall to his death.

Quca imedi ately places her head in her hands as she begins
crying uncontrol | ably.

DRAKUS
(caressing Quca)
You nust not over do yourself with
stress and anxiety. This wll be
a rough transition but I wll be
here for you. | can not afford to
| ose you as wel|.

OQUCA
(still crying)
| am not understandi ng what has
happened. 1|s there anyway t hat
you can be m st aki ng?

DRAKUS
| really wish that | was. | can
only informyou of what | have
seen. W are all unsure of
Aaron's notive but what has
happened is done. W nust figure
t he next step and decide what fate
wi |l befall our bel oved one.

OUCA

(standing to her

feet)
| have to get to the bottom of
this. There has to be sonething
you are mssing. | feel that
Aaron's love for nme is real and
there is no way he would
j eopardi ze what we have j ust
recently created. Even aside from
that, Aaron is in no way a

mur der er
DRAKUS
(standing to face
Quca)
l"mgreatly sorry. | can only

deliver to you what ny eyes have

( MORE
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DRAKUS (cont' d)
seen. Should |I have properly not
seen what unfol ded before ny very
eyes, | apol ogize in advance for
my m sunder standi ng. However, due
to the information that we now
have, Aaron has been incarcerated
and is being held captive in the
city for murder of the Kking.

Quca imedi ately turns from Drakus to head back towards the
city. Drakus watches her |eave.

DRAKUS
(si ghing and
talking to
hi nsel f)

Drakus, this is not going to be
easy but you have nmade it this
far. However, the journey is far
from over.

Drakus slowy begins walking in the direction of Quca back
towards the capital.

| NT. EGYPTIAN SILOS - INNER CITY OF Nl KHEN - DAY
Sun starting to rise above the Nile cones on screen.

Aaron sits in shackles, chained to the wall, w thout nuch
| ei sure to even maneuver his body.

As Aaron sits in solitude, he listens to raving chanters
right outside of his holding cell.

AARON
(silently)
| wonder what Quca has been tol d?
How coul d she possibly deal with
such news? | have to find a way
to get through to her. However,
being that | am heavily guarded,
this will be an inpossible task.

As the door to Aaron's cell opens, Aaron is alerted to the
comotion and directs his attention to the door. A slim
shadowy figure slowy enters followed by a guard. Aaron
continues watching as the figure conmes to light. It is
Quca. The guard stands right behind her, staring straight
ahead. Quca bends down to confront Aaron.
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AARON
Quca! How did you get in here?
don't understand.

OUCA
(qui eti ng Aaron)
It helps to be the young Egyptian
princess. Please, Aaron,
haven't nmuch tinme. | want to
confront the man that is guilty of
killing ny father.

AARON
You nust understand, | am not
guilty of killing your father.

Quca pl aces her index finger on Aaron's lips to quiet him

OUCA
| am aware of the situation at
hand. However, ny only goal is to
seek the truth. | was inforned
that you were waiting at our
private secluded place for ne via
Drakus but when | arrived, you
were nowhere to be found. What
were you doing at the pal ace?

AARON
(gl anci ng up at
t he guard and
t hen | ooki ng back

at Quca)
Quca, you nust listen carefully to
everything I have to say. | nmade

my way to the king's corridors
t hrough a secret passageway known
only by comoners who had served
the king at one point in tine.

The guard twitches, quickly | ooks down at Aaron and then
assunes position.

AARON
(gl ancing at guard
and then back at
Quca)
| had believed it to be only a
myth but | knew that with the

information at hand, | had to
check the validity of the story in
an attenpt to get to you. | was

not aware that you were patiently
awaiting my arrival in our
( MORE)
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AARON (cont'd)
secl uded neeting place. Drakus
was untrue in order to carry out
his plan. He needed you gone from
t he pal ace.

OUCA
So, you were not aware that | had
been informed via Drakus to neet
you at the N le per your
nonexi stent request?

AARON

No, | was not aware, by any neans.

Do you honestly think I would
have avoi ded an opportunity to be
with you? | specifically went to
t he pal ace to check on you and
warn you of Drakus' true
intentions. He literally tried to
sabot age our |ove by fram ng ne.
He had to create a diversion and
get you out of the pal ace,
meanwhi | e pl otting agai nst your
f at her.

Aaron glances up at the guard who hasn't noved and still
stares straight ahead as a smrk begins to develop on the
guard's face.

OUCA
So you literally w tnessed the
mur der of ny father?

AARON
Yes, unfortunately, while | was
trying to get to you. You were ny
only possibility of getting word
to the king. Drakus has been
m sl eadi ng you and your famly for
sone tinme now and | knew t hat you
needed to be inforned. He had a
plan all along to nurder your
f at her.

The guard slowy | eans down to confront both Quca and Aaron.

GUARD
Choose your words wi sely for what
you say may influence the wong
per son.
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OUCA

(1 ooki ng up at

guar d)
Guard, please do ne a favor and
send one of your nmen to fetch ny
brot her, King Fabius. Per strict
orders, | advise notification of
recent information be provided to
hi m by the sinking of the sun.
Pl ease, go at once. | wll see
myself out. | amnot in harnls
way for the prisoner can not even
nove.

GUARD
(bowi ng his head)
Yes, ny princess. | wll conply.

The guard turns to | eave. Once Aaron sees the guard fully
exit and cl ose the door behind him he continues talking to
Quca.

AARON
Drakus' intentions were unruly and
sonebody needed to be warned, at
| east sonmeone as close to the king
as yourself. He wanted to have the
king killed and had initially
confronted ne about ny assistance
to advance his way to the throne.
He knew about nme and you all al ong
and was trying to use you as
| everage. If | would assist him
with his plan, he would all ow ne
and you the opportunity of being
t oget her upon hi s acceptance of
ki ng.

OUCA
(portraying a | ook
of confusi on)
But none of this nmakes any sense.
Drakus isn't ny father's
successor. Fabius is the rightful
heir to the throne.

AARON
| amaware of that, Quca. It
appears that Drakus' main intent
was your father and woul d have
probably then set his focus on
Fabi us once that initial plan had
been carried out. Now that it
has, | fear for Fabius' safety.

( MORE)
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AARON (cont'd)
You were ny only hope of an
informant. Had | confronted the
king nyself with such erratic
accusations regarding his own
ki nship, | would have been
i mredi ately put to death.

OUCA

(sternly)
Drakus said that you attacked ny
father by junping on top of himin
an attenpt to snother him |If
that is not true in the way that
nmy father was nurdered, how did he
truly die?

AARON
| amnot sure. | think Drakus
must have poi soned himin sone
way. When | noticed your father
havi ng troubl e breathing, |
realized what nust be taking place
before ny very eyes. 1In an
attenpt to junp to your father's
rescue, | becane the pawn that
Drakus so desperately needed to
deter such blane fromhim | was
not strong enough to overcone him
so | found nyself buried
underneath his stern hold. That
was when he started yelling his
procl amati on which resulted in ny
bei ng i nprisoned here.

Drakus' voice is imediately heard com ng towards the door
as he abruptly pushes the door open.

DRAKUS
How dare you confront this
pri soner wthout my consent.

OUCA
(standing to her
feet)
| have every right to address this
man. | amentitled to the

ci rcunst ances surroundi ng ny
father's last nonents alive. |
woul d have never obtained the
truth fromthe |ikes of you.
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DRAKUS
Quca, ny dear, can't you see what
this man is trying to do? He is a
liar and you are a fool if you
believe any of it! QGuards, cone
retrieve the princess at once. She
shoul d not be here anobngst such
crimnals. W are to have this
crimnal ordered execution as soon
as day breaks.

The guards slowly approach Quca as they take her by the arm
Aaron | ooks in sadness.

OQUCA
(1 ooki ng back at
Aar on)
| shall return, Aaron. | nust
speak with the queen at once.
Pl ease do not bother yourself wth

such worry. | wll get to the
bottomof this. That | can
guar ant ee.

Wth that, Quca turns to | eave as Aaron watches her
departure. As the guard opens the door for her to exit, he
fl ashes Aaron a sheepish smle and | aughs to hinself as he
too wal ks out and then | ocks the door behind him Aaron

si ghs and | ooks down.

| NT. PALACE (KING S PROCESSI ON) SAME - DAY

As Quca approaches the pal ace, she notices that the
servitors align the front exterior of the palace bringing
their offerings of gifts to the king. Quca calmy makes her
way through the heavily guarded crowd to enter the front
entrance of the pal ace.

Upon entering the pal ace, Quca i medi ately makes her way to
t he ki ng's bedchanber.

Upon maki ng her way into her father's chanber, Quca notices
the queen as well as the priest conducting a pre-bandagi ng
ritual .

QOUCA
(addressing the
queen)
Was | not to be notified of such a
ritual ?

The queen i medi ately turns around.
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HATTY

(sincerely)
Quca, ny dear, we haven't nuch
tinme to waste. W nust organi ze
the king's procession to ferry the
body across the Nile to the west
bank for burial. W nust also
prepare the body for its
munmm fi cation procedure.

Quca approaches the body of her father and bows her head
Wi th respect as she begins to sob softly. The queen gl ares
at Quca with a | ook of distrust.

HATTY
Can | help you ny child?

OQUCA

(1 ooking at Hatty)
Is that a thing to say to a
princess who has just |ost the
physi cal sense of her father?
know everyt hi ng about Drakus
deceiving self and the jeal ousy
you have over ny father's younger
w fe, who was al so ny not her

Hatty i mredi ately | ooks at the priest and then turns to
address Quca.

HATTY
Quca, please choose your words
wi sely. You are sinply hurting
ri ght now.

OUCA

(rage-fully)
Shoul d ny father have bore any
ot her children during his tine of
reign, your position as gqueen
woul d have been put at risk should
my father favor the nothers of any
other heir to the throne over you
prior to the birth of Fabius. It
seened that it was only a matter
of time before you would | ose your
mental stability and act selfishly
on i npul se. Although I can not
prove it right now, or prove that
you were involved with nmy father's
death, I wll find a way to bring
the truth to light.



HATTY
Quca, you are sinply hurting right
now. Please do not nmake haste
judgnents and create even nore
pain for the famly.

QUCA
Famly? You are not ny famly and
| do not belong to you. People
who act selfishly to gain
notoriety, noney and power are not
people that are related to ne in
any formor fashion.

HATTY
You nust understand that | greatly
| ove your father and am here to
offer gifts of the gods to protect
himin the afterlife. It is
obvious that we are both hurting
enotionally but I am here for both
you and Fabius. 1s there anything
at all that I can do for you?

OUCA
Yes, as a natter of fact there is.
The man you are holding in
custody for the nurder of ny
father is soon to be the father of
t he unborn heir to the throne, for
| am pregnant with his child.

HATTY

(pausi ng)
| greatly apologize in ny
m sunder st andi ng of your
statenment, but are you trying to
say that the |lowy peasant taken
into custody for the nurder of our
king and your father is the man
wi th whom you have becone
pr egnant ?

QUCA
He is all but a lowy peasant. He
is the man that | have fallen in
love with and will soon marry. He
is innocent of any charges that he
is faced wth and Drakus has
ordered an early execution. You
must del ay that execution until
everyt hi ng has been sorted out and
hi s i nnocence declared. He can
remai n in custody, but the

( MORE)
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QUCA (cont'd)
i npl enentation of his death nust
be del ayed, if only for the sake
of our unborn child.

Hatty continues staring at Quca as if in a daze. The priest
st ands al ongsi de as he | ooks on in amazenent.

HATTY
(1 ooking at the
priest and then

at CQuca)
Per your request, | wll have the
captive's execution delayed until
further notice. |If what you are

saying is the truth, ny child, we
may be dealing w th another
descendent of the throne, but not
rightfully. You can not obtain
the throne through the likes of a
bastardly child. There are facts
to be reckoned with here. The
execution will be delayed until
further investigation is done.
know that we nust not junp to
concl usi ons and confirnation of
such accusati ons nust be obt ai ned.

Hatty places her hand on her chest as if to calmher, |ooks
down to the ground and again turns to Quca to address her.

HATTY

We nust speak carefully for your
father's sake and allow tine for
Fabi us' return. Upon his arrival,
we W |l discuss the issue at hand
with himas a group. Renenber, he
has now achi eved the throne. He
is our new king and rightful heir
to the throne.

OUCA

Yes, | amvery well aware of that.

Fabius is off trying to protect
our honme and what it stands for.
He currently has no know edge of
what has just occurred or the
current status of his
authoritative power.

HATTY
Per haps we patiently await his
arrival ?



OQUCA
You do not get it, do you? The
Egyptian civilization acts on the
notion that if their society is in
good and positive standing, then
the king and his vizier are doing
their job. Up until this point,
t here has been no squabbl e or
m shap concerni ng the harnony of
t he Egyptian people. Now, they
have a king that has been
assassi nated and a commoner has
been fal sely accused. Wrd has
qui ckly spread regarding this
tragedy and the Egyptian people
are going to start demandi ng
answers regarding their
civilization and what is at stake.

HATTY
The people need us to rule in
favor of them and that is what we
will continue to do, no matter the
ci rcunst ances.

OQUCA

Oh, really? And | assune you fee
that it is just that you have been
doing all along for our slaves and
commoners? They are not gods and
they mean nothing to you. Wy

woul d you care of their existence
and wel | -being as long as you are
fulfilled and have what you need?

Hatty stares at Quca wth the delivering of

OQUCA
('si ghing)
| nmust excuse nyself to take care
of sone unfini shed busi ness.
Pl ease excuse ny qui ck departure,
for I will return pronptly.

no response.

Quca extends her hand to the priest as he takes hold in
respect, bows her head and then turns to | eave.
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| NT. EGYPTI AN SILOS (AARON S HOLDI NG CELL) SAME - DAY

Aaron has focused his attention on a small bug that has
slowy made its way to the door of the cell. As he studies
t he bug, he overhears a pleasant voice conmng in fromthe
out si de.

QUCA
(whi speri ng)
Aaron, can you hear ne?

Aaron | ooks up towards the small opening on the wall to find
a pleasant face | ooking back at him

AARON
Quca, what are you doi ng?

OQUCA
| did not want to nmake ny presence
known to the guards. The front
exterior is heavily guarded and it
seens that this is the only way to
speak with you briefly.

AARON
Wher e have you been?

OUCA
| have managed to give us nore
time to sort everything out and
prove your innocence by requesting
Hatty, the queen, to delay your
execution. | know in ny heart
that you had nothing to do with ny
father's death. | just do not
know quite how to prove it.

AARON
Quca, you nustn't involve yourself
inall of this. There is no way |
can have the upper-hand. Drakus
hol ds one of the highest positions
to the king that anyone can hol d.
He is of kinship to the king,
priesthood to the royals and ny
options are only limted. Drakus
is a mn of loyalty, faith and
honor. Who, in their right m nd,
woul d excuse all of that to help
ensure a peasant's life and
guestionabl e i nnocence? | can't
fight this. | will have to take
the fall.



OUCA

('si ghing)
Aaron, you know | can't allow
that. The truth would only die
with you. If you will not declare
your innocence, | will do it for
you. |If you do not try, Aaron,
they will kill you and I ca not
et the father of ny unborn child
suffer in vain.

AARON
(taken aback)
What did you say?

OUCA
| said that | can not allow the
father of ny unborn child | eave us
alone in this world for a crime
that he did not commit.

AARON
You nean to tell nme that you are
with child and I amthe father?

Quca smles and nods as her eyes wail up with tears.

AARON
You are pregnant with ny chil d?
Are you sure of this?

OQUCA
Yes, Aaron. The femninity of ny
own body has reacted in a very
natural way to our consunmati on.
The gods have cone to ne in a
dreamto confirmny assunption of
the life grow ng inside of ne.
There has got to be a way for us
to prove your innocence. The
truth will always conme out and the
truth will set you free. Perhaps
| can confront Drakus and |ure him
into confessing the truth.

AARON
(persistently yet
qui etly)
No, please do ne the favor of
keepi ng your distance from Drakus.
Per haps with you del ayi ng ny
execution, | now have nore tinme to
think things over. 1'll need your
help in carrying out certain
( MORE)
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AARON (cont'd)
things on the outside. | have
friends in the village that I
think can help with the |ogistics
of things once they find out of ny
wher eabouts. Many of them have
pl ans of the Egyptian palace with
whi ch you live or know how to
obtain them | now know that the
stories behind the secret passages
are real and that they extend to
and fromcertain corridors within
the pal ace. Please allow ne the
opportunity of thinking things
t hrough. Cone back to nme within a
coupl e of hours.

OUCA
Yes, | wll do. Please do not
give up hope. We will survive
this, Aaron. Believe in that.

Quca turns to |l eave but immediately turns back to address
Aaron once nore.

OUCA
| | ove you.

Aaron | ooks back up at Quca to respond.

AARON
Quca, ny love, | |love you too.

Wth that, Quca politely smles and quietly |eaves the back
exterior to head hone.

Aaron continues staring at the hole in the wall as he sighs
and | eans back against the wall to which his body is heavily
shackl ed. A loud sound of thunder is heard resulting in
Aaron | ooking up to the ceiling of the cell and then bow ng
his head as if in prayer to his god.

I NT. COWONER S HOVE IN INNER C TY OF EGYPT - DAY

View of the Nile River, r
rising waters with rain f
on screen.

eflecting the steady fl ow and
alling at a desperate rate, cones

TI TLE OVER® 4 MONTHS LATER — THE ACHET (FLOCD) PERI OD
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A small group of nmen is seen gathered in a house, talking
and watching the rain. As the crowd continues conmuni cati ng
qgui etly anmongst thensel ves, a man anong the crowd speaks up.

The crowd
ot her.

The crowd

COMMONER

(raising his hand

to attract

group's attention)
Look, we have di scussed this issue
for nmonths now. Aaronis |limted
with visitations and can only be
visited by those approved by the
gueen. She is not allow ng any of
us comoners to visit Aaron while
i ncarcerated. And now, we have a
bi gger probl em on our hands. The
excessive rainfall is steadily
increasing the waters of the Nle
and has nowrisen to a | evel of
dangerous flooding. What we have
to focus onis a plan to not only
exonerate our friend and skilled
craftsnmen but to also determne a
pl an to sal vage our crop and
wel | - bei ng of our | and.

nods in agreenent as they softly munble to each

COVMONER

(conti nui ng)
Not only is Aaron's |ife at stake,
but so is ours. Qur young prince
who has now turned king has yet to
address his people and is nore
focused on the death of his
father. The dead can not be
buried during the 70 days sirius
is hidden fromview, which would
in essence allow the king access
to the doorway |eading to the
afterlife. W understand the
necessity of such answers, but
those answers will not anmount to
much if the validity of our
physi cal being is at stake as
wel | .

begins to get stirred up due to the direction of

t he conversation
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COVMONER
(again raising his
hand to quieten

crowd)
Shoul d the rain stop and provide
us with a season of winter and
growing, it will have provided us
with rich black mud that wll
assist us in preparing for the
sowi ng and growi ng of our crops,
but the rain nust cease or it wll
kill our crops, our |ivestock and
eventual ly our civilization.

Anot her Gentl eman sitting anong the crowd deci des to speak
up.

COVMONER | |

(standi ng up and

wavi ng a snal

book around as in

a drunken fashion)
The tears, the tears of the G eat
Mot her of all the Gods and Nature,
| sis, have been shed due to her
husband's rmurder by his brother.
We have seen Sepdet in the
appearance of the cosno, the
formation of our Isis in the
stars. W have exan ned those
stars and the phases of the noon
and its effect on our society. Her
tears have affected us physically
and have placed on us a curse of
doom creating an effect of death
and betrayal. Qur king,
i npl ematic of the spouse of Isis,
has been taken to the afterlife
due to an unruly act. Qur
uni verse has affected our
envi ronnent and we nust all now
seek nercy on our souls.

A hush falls over the crowmd. The conmoner calmy bows his
head in respect to his fell ow neighbors and sits back down.
The first spoken gentleman stands up for one final
statenent .

COVMONER
We are all of nortal men. CQur
city is in chaos and we nust do
what is necessary to create
internal peace. The only way to
obtain that peace woul d be through
( MORE)
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COVMMONER (cont ' d)
our governnent officials who have
tenporarily denied us our right to
speak verbally about the death of
our king. W nust head to the
pal ace at once and demand to be
hear d.

Everyone stands in praise (wth a raise of hands to the air)
and fashionably lines up in a single file line to head
t owar ds t he pal ace.

EXT. PALACE SAME - DAY

Fabius is exiting just as the crowd approaches the pal ace.
The crowd is in an uproar due to the recent discussion of
current events and are soaking wet as the rain continues to
fall.

A commoner speaks up as the guards approach the crowd to
mai ntain order and to keep their distance fromthe front of
t he pal ace.

COMMVONER
Look who is here. It is Fabius,
our new king. All hail to the

ki ng!

The crowd joins in as they shout continuously, "Al hail the
ki ng".

FABI US

(raising his hand

to silence the

crowd)
Pl ease, cal myour voices. | have
sonme news for ny fell ow people
that | feel obligated to deliver.
| have reviewed all of the
evi dence surroundi ng the death of
my father and his previous rein as
king. It seens that we have a
situation of a very powerful
i ndi vidual's word wagi ng the word
of a commoner. To rightfully
determ ne the cause and fault of
this God forsaken incident, | am
calling a private neeting to be
hel d tonorrow wi th our accused as
well as a couple of officials who
wi |l assist in conducting the
meeting in a fair and just manner.

| amallowing Tjaty Drakus to
MORE
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FABI US (cont'd)
speak publicly during the neeting
per his ranking on his behal f but
we wll also allow Aaron, the
village's skilled craftsman and
our currently accused, to speak on
his behal f as well.

The crowd screans with excitenent.

FABI US

(conti nui ng)
We are to hold our own trial
anongst ourselves given the
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng ny
father's physical death as well as
t he peopl e involved. Your main
task at hand is to focus on the
repl eni shing of our crops. Please
allow us to maintain order in our
governnment and we wll see to it
that justice is served
accordi ngly.

The crowd begins to nmunbl e anong thensel ves as Fabi us
conti nues.

FABI US
Commoners, | know this is a very
difficult tinme for all of us but |
now serve you as king and I w |
not fall short of ny duties.
Fortunately, we have been provided
wi th predictable flooding and
controlled irrigation. For this
reason al one, we have | ess reason
to worry. So, please put faith in
your king and if there is anything
| can guarantee you, it is that.

As Fabius is quickly |eaving, he observes Quca runni ng past
him her head covered with a cloak to avoid the rain, trying
to make her way through the cromd to enter the pal ace.

FABI US
(to hinself)
Quca?
FABI US
(hol I ering)
Qucal!

Quca | ooks his way and notices that it is Fabius.
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OUCA
Fabi us! When did you get back
home?

Quca quickly runs to himas he is greeted with a hug.

FABI US
Come, let us get out of the rain.

As the crowd disperses with the guards keepi ng watch, Fabi us
takes Quca by the arm and escorts her inside the pal ace.

OQUCA
(once i nside)
It is so good to see you

Quca reaches out to enbrace Fabi us once nore.

FABI US
Yes, | have greatly m ssed you.
have been on a journey assisting
and nonitoring the Egyptian
soldiers in the keeping and
removi ng of foreigners from our
| and. We nust nmmintain peace for
the Egyptian civilization and it
appears that it has now becone ny
sol e duty. However, | understand
that foreigners are not our main
threat but that the individuals
that live closer to us are.

OUCA
Fabi us, there has been an
unfortunate event take place. You
know that Aaron is currently being
hel d captive as the main
instigator of this crine. You
know as well as | do that there is
no way he could have contri buted
to this.

FABI US
Yes, but with the other suspect at
hand, we have found ourselves in a
situation that is not going to be
easy to debate. Drakus holds high
standards and with the status that
Aaron hol ds, we have created a
pre-landslide ruling that |eaves
no room for question.
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Quca | ooks at Fabius as she gently places her hand on her
belly and slowy bows her head. Fabius glances at her belly
as he again | ooks at her. He then reaches forward to
politely Iift her chin to | ook at him

FABI US
(genui nel y)
Are you insinuating what | believe
you to be?

OUCA
Yes, Fabius, it has been
confi rned.

Fabi us discretely smles with excitenent in an effort not to
so too nuch.

FABI US
We nust not be too obvious as to
your current condition. Please
keep this as conceal ed as
possi bl e. Renenenber how cruci al
the privacy of this truly is.

Fabius lets out a sigh as he continues speaking with Quca.

FABI US
This is not going to be easy, but
| am pl anning a neeting anongst
nysel f, ny peers, Drakus and
Aaron. We will contend to the
situation at hand. Please |eave
all tonme and | wll make sure
that justice is served. | am now
king and I wll make sure to
conduct busi ness as such.

OQUCA
Thank you, Fabius. |f anyone,
know it is you that | can trust.
Pl ease excuse nme now for | nust go
find Hatty to tie up sone
unfini shed busi ness.

Wth that, Quca ki sses Fabius on the cheek and turns to
| eave.

FABI US
(as Quca is
| eavi ng)
How is nother? | have not had the
opportunity to see her upon ny
arrival back hone.
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Quca stops and turns to address Fabi us.

QUCA
(smling)
She is still the sane woman she
was when you left. Take fromthat
what you shall.

She then turns to | eave as Fabi us continues wat chi ng.

| NT. PALACE SAME - DAY

Quca nmakes her way down the corridor to her father's

bedchanmber. Upon entering, she makes her way to the side of
his bed to kneel and pray. As she positions herself to pray
to her god, she is pronptly interrupted by a nmaiden servant.

SERVANT

(softly)
Princess, please accept ny
apol ogi es, but may | have a word
wth you? There is sonething |
must tell you. | have requested
to speak with you privately but ny
numer ous requests have been
rejected via Drakus. So, | have
taken it upon nyself to approach
you as inconvenient as it may be.

Quca imedi ately stands up to confront the servant.

OQUCA
(persistently)
No, please sit. There is
obvi ously sonet hi ng wei ghi ng heavy
on your mnd. Wat can | do for
you ny dear?

SERVANT
| haven't a reason to keep it
conceal ed nuch | onger.

Quca | ooks on in question.

OQUCA
Pl ease, if there is sonething that
needs to be foretold, | urge you

to do so imedi ately.

The servant pulls out a rounded pear-shaped piece of
engraved |inestone, specifically crafted in the formof a
macehead.



SERVANT
('si ghing)
When the king passed away from
this world, I was responsible for

preparing his wardrobe for burial.
| cane across this small crafted
pi ece of |inmestone which was
hi dden within the king's cloak. It
| ooks li ke something that was
specially crafted for the king,
perhaps given to himas a gift. |
feel, however, that it nmay have a
relation to his death. The king
hi msel f woul d never | eave any W ne
to waste, which much is left in
the bottom unable to escape due
to the plugged top, and this
cont ai ner appeared to bare the
witing of Drakus.
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Quca takes the container fromthe servant as she carefully

studies it.

OQUCA
Yes, these do |ook famliar. |
remenber the synbols previously
given to me by Aaron after one of
our sessions. However, | am not
sure howthis relates to ny
father's death. Wat are you
trying to say, ny dear?

SERVANT
Unl ess the king stole the piece
from Drakus, which is highly
unlikely, or Drakus gave it to the
king as a gift, which I have never
seen before, this could be the key
to what actually happened. You
see, your father did not believe
in wasting wine or hiding it for
that matter. He was al ways
straight forward about his
drinking. Wth all of this in
mnd, my curiosity began to get
the better of me. The |inestone
pi ece was sinply too conceal ed,
pl aced deep inside the king's
cloak, as if there was no
intention on the part of the
perpetrator for it to ever be
f ound.
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Quca | ooks at the servant while still holding the |inestone
macehead.

QUCA

| do believe, ny naiden servant,
that | have seen these depictions
before. There were accusations
made on Aaron's behal f pertaining
to how ny father's death occurred.

| feel that you have al so cone to
your own conclusion. My | ask
what that is?

SERVANT

(quietly)
Poi son.

At this time, Drakus is seen peeping into the roomfromthe
outside corridor. He inmmediately steps back as the canera
focuses exclusively on himas he | eans his head back agai nst
the wal | .

I nside the room while back on screen, Quca renoves the
macehead' s plugged top to reveal an undeni abl e substance in
t he anobunt of a teaspoon at the bottom of the container
(shot visible to viewers). She then | ooks up at the servant
as she begins to tear up.

QUCA
This is a crucial piece of
evi dence that could turn

everything around. | believe this
to be a toxin that has been used
to poison ny father. It has to be

put to the test. W have to find
out exactly what this substance is
and who put it there. It could be
a type of herbal wine that ny
father deliberately drank for an
ail rent, but why would he refrain
fromhis original Abydos jar?
Perhaps this was a gift from
Drakus but as you nentioned
earlier, it was hidden extrenely
well not to be alittle

conspi cuous. M father never saw
any reason in concealing the truth
as it may be. However, soneone
woul d find reason for concealing
the truth if the truth was

sonet hing to hide.

Quca takes the servant by the hand and holds it firmy.
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OUCA
Thank you for comng to ne with
this. | wll do everything in ny

power to see to it that the person
responsible for this avertible and
wrongful death is rightfully

puni shed and if need be, put to
deat h.

The servant bows her head and excuses herself to exit the
room Drakus is seen, fromoutside the room quickly
exiting the corridor as not to be seen by the servant.

OQUCA

(t hi nki ng al oud)
| must cone up with a strategy
t hat woul d corner Drakus and force
himinto admtting the crinme. |
know, however, that | nust neet
w th Fabius to discuss such
i ssues. Perhaps together we can
put an end to the lies and
deception and al |l ow Aaron the
freedomthat he truly deserves.

Quca conceal s the object deep inside of her cloak.

As she again kneels by the side of her father's bed and bows
her head out of respect for a brief nonent, she stands and
turns to exit as she becones face to face wth Drakus.

DRAKUS
Hell o, ny princess. | understand
that you have sent for nme and are
needi ng to speak privately?

OQUCA
(startl ed)
Yes. Do you not know how to do a
proper entrance? Please do not
approach ne in this manner.

DRAKUS
| greatly apologize in startling
you. | understand that you needed

to speak with ne so | tried
| ocating you without haste.

OQUCA
Yes, | seemto have many
unanswer ed questions that deserve
clarity on both m ne and Fabi us’
behal f.
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DRAKUS
Pl ease, allow nme the opportunity
of dispersing any doubt you may
have, at |east regarding ny
I nnocence.

Drakus places his hand on Quca's back and directs her to a
chair in the roomto allow her the pleasure of rel axing
whil e he spoke. He too sits in front of her.

DRAKUS
| have placed a | ot of thought on
the incidents of that day and
there are several disturbing
i mges that keep playing back in
nmy mnd. Wen | had initially net
w th Aaron on your behalf, he had
given nme an original crafted
macehead as a wel cone token
crafted to hold a liquid and was
full of a chosen wi ne of the
royals. | thought that it was a
genui ne gesture which deserved its
full capacity so | was personally
going to deliver it to the king on
Aaron's behalf. It |ooked as if
Aaron had put a lot of tine
crafting the piece and putting it
together. | nust admt, it was
exenpl ary work, signifying the
I i kes of the Scorpion King in his
younger day and the |ikes of an
unfortunate and unlikely future.

OUCA
(shocki ngl y)
And did ny father partake in the
W ne upon receiving the gift?

DRAKUS
No, he did not. | could not
justify himpartaking in such a
gift without the presence of
Aaron, hinself, there to w tness.
It was his gift to the king. So,
coincidentally, | suggested to
your father that he, Aaron and
myself set up a private neeting to
di scuss the certain issues at hand
and to delight in the conpany of
one anot her, allow ng your father
the opportunity of getting to know
Aar on.
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OQUCA
(t hi nki ng al oud)
This was the night that Aaron was
supposed to neet ne in our private
nmeeti ng pl ace.

DRAKUS
Yes, however, upon our first
schedul ed neeting, Aaron failed to
show on tine due to his discrete
meeting with you, which obviously
he never showed. Per Aaron's
request, |I was to stall the
meeting with the king to allow him
time to confront you and then show
to our neeting. Unfortunately,
hi s wher eabouts are unaccount ed
for during that tinme franme unti
the very end when he abruptly
di srupts mne and your father's
nmeeting wth fal se accusations, as
if to spite ne. That neeting
woul d serve as the last tine your
father would take a breath in the
physi cal world and becone a god of
t he non-physical world. Sadly,
that would al so be the last tine
we woul d be able to converse
t oget her per our earthly presence.

OQUCA
Way didn't you tell ne of Aaron's
plans to neet with you and ny
father that night after he
supposedly net with nme?

DRAKUS
This was all to be of the utnost
privacy out of respect for the
parties involved. Al neetings
for the king were to be discrete,
especially wwth that of a
commoner. Renenber, villagers do
not have special requests as such
fulfilled, but | also knew of the
i nportance Aaron had with you. For
this reason, | prepared the
meeting in hopes of partaking in
Aaron's conpany post neeting with
you. | could not betray the trust
of your father by no neans,
regardl ess the circunstance. |
only tell you now of ny desire due
to what interest you had with

( MORE)
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DRAKUS (cont' d)
Aaron and circunstances
surroundi ng that night.

QUCA
(pulling the
i mestone from
her cl oak)
It is very unfortunate that such
i ncidents occurred, but | was able
to sal vage the infanous |inestone
contai ned deep inside ny father's
cl oak. Wbuld you m nd partaking
in such a toast out of respect for

nmy father?
DRAKUS
(pausing briefly)
Yes, | would greatly enjoy that.
However, | do have other things to

attend to. You know, | amthe

cl osest individual to the high
priest of our Egyptian nation and
it isuptonme to assist in

mai nt ai ni ng peace and serenity at
such a time as this.

OUCA
Yes, Drakus, | greatly understand
the ranks of your duty but give ny
brother the credit that he
deserves and | eave himat his wll
for the tinme being. This is one
| ast drink that shall be dedicated
to nmy father's reign as earthly
king to our people.

Quca takes the macehead, pours the remaining liquid into one
glass and sets it before Drakus.

OUCA
G ven your divine trust, | would
like for you to take the first
drink as a synbol of ny loyalty to
you. You have served ny father
well and | feel that to deny you
this |l ast pay of respect would be
of an injustice to our kingdom

Quca stares right through Drakus as the queen nmakes her way
into the roomto intercept.
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HATTY
Drakus, | greatly apol ogize for ny
di sturbance but | amneeding to
speak with Fabius pronptly. Have
you seen hinf? | do hear that he
has made his way back hone.

ckly responds to the queen.

DRAKUS
No, unfortunately the last tine |
saw Fabius was earlier this
nmor ni ng when we had a
confrontation regarding the events
surroundi ng the king' s death.
had to | eave himon bad terns to
tend to other business. That was
the last tinme | saw him

HATTY
Well, you must | eave at once to go
fetch himfor ne. There are many
lingering issues that need to be
di scussed so that business with
our governnent can continue on at
once.

After | ooking at the queen, Quca turns to Drakus.

The queen
| eave.

OUCA
Shall we recommence at a | ater
ti me?

DRAKUS
Yes, Princess Quca, we nay
continue. | wll find you upon
the conpletion of |ocating our new
king per the queen's request. W
may reconvene at that tine.

| ooks at Quca with a faint | ook as she turns to
OUCA
Thank you, Drakus. | wll be

waiting. You know that it is |
who will win. You have absolutely
no chance.

Quca deeply glares into Drakus' eyes and stands up to excuse

hersel f.

Drakus smles faintly at her and watches as she

| eaves. He then turns an enpty smle to an i medi ate frown
upon her departure and continues staring in her direction.
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| NT. NEAR TEMPLE TO THE KI NG S PALACE NEXT - DAY

A smal|l group of about 12 chosen nen is seen m ngling.
Fabi us wal ks in and addresses the group.

FABI US

(raising his hand

to quiet the

crowd)
CGent | enen, please take a seat so
that we nay prepare for our
meeting. |If | may get to the
point, it is ny duty per ny godly
role to maintain the rule of |aw
on earth. The injustice nust see
their fate conme to light either by
death or tornment due to the nature
of their crinme. Wat has happened
to our king is blaspheny and nust
be dealt with in a tinely fashion

The crowd again starts nunbling as they are soon interrupted
by an individual allowi ng hinself to enter through the back.
It is Drakus.

FABI US
(addressing the
i ndi vi dual )
Well, we were hoping that you
would arrive. It seens that for

soneone of your nental and

conni ving capacity, we are in need
of many expl anations that you have
yet to deliver. Please, take a
seat as we await the arrival of
our bel oved accused.

The tone of Fabius' voice sends Drakus into a slight fury.

DRAKUS

(addressi ng Fabi us)
You haven't the reason to speak to
me in that tone. | aminnocent |
tell you. | would never dream of
hurting our |eader and our God. W
are of one people and I'Il be
dammed if | had anything to do
with the results of our king's
earthly destiny. | know that to
do such an injustice would condemm
me to alife of tornent in the
here after.
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As the sound of guards is heard comng up the road to the
tenple, a hush flows over the crowd as Drakus i medi ately
takes a seat near the back. Everyone watches in that
direction as Aaron is escorted in.

FABI US
Well, ny nen. You seemto have
made it just in tine. Please,
al l ow Aaron the opportunity to
sit. W nust begin our session.

Aaron is escorted to a chair directly in front of Fabi us.

FABI US
(1 ooki ng over the
crowd)
Well, Gentlenen, we have reached a
poi nt of uncertainty. | do feel

that a great injustice has been
carried out not only to our king
and ny father, but also to our
Egyptian culture and belief. W
must cone together as a union of
citizens to decide the fate of the
guilty and to get our society back
toits feet and to carry on as
usual .

As Fabi us speaks, he wites synbolic nessages on papyrus and
passes themto the nen at the front of the group. After the
drawi ng of a specific picture, he holds it up for the rest
of the group to see.

FABI US
(holding up a
pi cture)

Pl ease, place your eyes on what |
hol d before you.

All of the nmen lean forward to behold an i mage of an Akhet.

FABI US
Drakus was personal |y appoi nted as
the prime mnister and chi ef
justice per ny father's request
for a reason. W nust take that
i nto consi deration when
determning the fate of our true
vizier. Each day, per our
hori zon, we woul d be guarded by
the |likes of Aker who would see us
at the beginning and carry us
through to the end of each day as
we live our lives as with our

( MORE)
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FABI US (cont'd)
vi zier who al so assists in the
rise of our governnent, political
and soci al views.

Fabi us i medi ately crosses through the figure on the papyrus
and holds it up as if to synbolize his next comment.

FABI US
However, Drakus, You have abused
your power enough and now we are
halting. The position you hold
for ny father has now been
t hr eat ened because ny father's
physi cal being has been altered.
This now pl aces you at the nercy
of our court and fromthe evidence
of fered, we shall determ ne your
fate. You will now be the Ba
where you too shall take the
i keness of the king should ny
father's spirit becones |ost.

DRAKUS
You nust proceed carefully,
Fabi us. You have no i dea who you
are dealing with. | personally
knew your father as well as his
many quirks involved in his daily
routine. Please do not force ne
to bring such issues to light.
woul d hate to have his nane
tarni shed and criticised per the
li kes of his own son. So, nove
ahead quietly and at your own
risk. You nmust also renenber too
that it is not | that is on trial
here, but your lowy and unjustly
craft sman.

Fabius faintly stares at Drakus as he addresses two of his
cl osest nen to approach the bench.

FABI US
(discretely
speaking with nen)
We wi Il inplenent another plan and
put it into notion. we nust
mai ntain respect in quietly
bringing himto his dem se. Aaron
will be just fine. The only way
to conquer a man who truly
believes he is the utnost
authoritative figure is to allow
( MORE)
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FABI US (cont'd)
himto continue thinking in that
manner as we act to our benefit
behind the scenes. W need himto
suspect not hi ng.

the gentlenen return to their seats.

FABI US
Dr akus, you have managed to wn
yoursel f, as well as Aaron, sone
time. Proceed cautiously for your
tinme is at hand. Men, please
restrain Aaron and escort hi m back

to his holding cell. | wll cal
for himas needed. | need nore
time to regroup and to plan our
next nove. | need the cooperation
of everyone in determng the true
likes of this event. | need nore
evi dence presented and | need it
soon.

the nmen adjourn and quietly exit the prem se.

Drakus remai ns seated and stares faintly at Fabius until he
conpl etely | eaves.

| NT. AARON' S HOLDI NG CELL - N GHT

Aaron sits in isolation as the door to his cell opens. He is
alerted yet can only wait for an entrance. A guard takes

two steps

in and then stops to allow for the visitor to

foll ow behind. Quca soon follows then quickly approaches

Aar on.

OUCA
Ch, ny darling. How are you
doi ng?

AARON

You were right. There is
absolutely no way I wll ever be
freed fromthis isolation. | have
done nothing wong but it seens
that | amactually going to take
the fall for a man that doesn't
even deserve to breathe the air
that we breathe. There is not
enough evi dence to even support ny
i nnocence.
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OQUCA
W nustn't give up so easily. |
have done a | ot of thinking on
your behal f and of how we can
possi bly get you out of this.

Quca turns to see that the guard still stands erect in his
original position.
QUCA
(addressing the
guar d)

Pl ease, could you allow us a few
monments alone. This man can not
escape by any means. Your purpose
here for nowis useless. | wll
be very brief and will leave in a
timely manner.

The guard nods his head and turns to exit.

QUCA

(after guard

| eaves)
| believe that | have established
a great plan for your escape. |
must create a diversion. Al |
have to do i s make one | ast
request per Drakus. You nust
sinply followny lead for | wll
be real discrete in ny |ast
attenpt at your rel ease.

AARON
Yes, Quca. You know that | trust
and believe in you.

OUCA
It seens that if we are ever going
to get you out of here, we are
going to have to do it ourselves.

Quca leans in to give Aaron one |ast kiss and then stands to
| eave.

AARON
(as Quca is
| eavi ng)
| trust you. | wll be right
her e.
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EXT. INNER C TY OF EGYPT NEXT - DAY

The view of the Nile R ver cones on screen with the sun
brightly shining, reflecting off of the water.

The villagers are out and about in town. CQuca, while
wearing a disguise, is anong the villagers maki ng her way
t hr ough t own.

She | ooks to the near distance to find Drakus |aughing and
conversing with the commoners.

QUCA
Dr akus!

Drakus turns towards Quca and smles as he begins to
approach her.

DRAKUS
(approachi ng Quca)
Ch, Quca ny dear, what are you
doi ng here?

OQUCA
| amactually trying to | ocate
you. | have a brief favor to ask

of you. Gven the outcone of the
neeting, it only seens appropriate
to all ow Aaron one | ast request
prior to his execution.

DRAKUS

('si ghing)
Quca, Quca, nust you focus on the
i kes of such a crimnal on a day
i ke this?. Take peace, if only
tenporarily, and take pride in who
you are. Do people not try to
enjoy life anynore? Look around
you. The water has ceased and the
sun god has provided us with a
beautiful sight. Qur children are
out playing ganes and enj oyi ng
their chil dhood.

OUCA
| greatly understand that.
However, Aaron should be granted
t hat one | ast request. Renenber,
Drakus, it is he who is taking the
fall for sonething he is not
responsible for. | think you
probably know all about that.
will not cease ny attenpts unti

( MORE)
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Quca.

QUCA (cont'd)
Aaron has been freed and the
rightful man for this crine laid
to rest.

ckly drops his smle as he firmy responds to

DRAKUS
You nust renenber that the truth
wll always set you free. The
truth has been delivered and it is
up to us to conduct order and see
to it that our civilization is

pr ot ect ed.

QUCA
Protect us fromwhat, the |ikes of
you?

DRAKUS

You have to be careful, Quca.
Shoul d t he wong person hear you
say sonething out of context, it
could get to the wong source and
creat e anot her unwanted and
unnecessary situation.

QOUCA
Shoul d soneone have heard the
right thing and not taken anyt hing
for granted, maybe our whol e
situation could have been avoi ded.

DRAKUS
(starting to get
frustrated)
|s there a reason you sought ne
out ?

QUCA
Yes, actually there is. The |ast
tinme | was able to comrunicate
with Aaron, he had nentioned one
|ast favor. In his own words, he
had a long | ost sister that he
wanted to see prior to his
execution. Sone comoners anong
the village had sent for the her
after word of Aaron's set
execution. She has yet to arrive,
but due to the nobst recent
message, she is within days of
being here. Wuld it be too nuch

( MORE)
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QUCA (cont'd)
to allow these two siblings to
meet in private w thout any chains
or restrictions?

DRAKUS
A sister?

Drakus takes Quca's hand as she calnmly w thdraws.

DRAKUS
Anything | can do as overseer of
our district to acconmopdate your
needs, | wll do ny best to do.
Since you feel that your father's
mur derer greatly deserves that
| ast requested neeting with his
long, lost relative, | see no
reason in denying himthat
privilege given that is what your
soul desires. A neeting can be
arranged by the first light of the
moon. |If the sister fails to
show, we will go on as planned
Wi th no remai ning opportunities to
all ow the prisoner any outside

cont act .

OQUCA
Thank you, Drakus. | wll deliver
the news to Aaron. Your kindness
is greatly appreciated. | wll
now | eave you at your wll. Also,

i nstead of powering the egos of
our locals, you should greatly
consider calling a truce with

Fabius. It is he who reigns
superior. That, you should al ways
r emenber .

Quca turns to | eave as Drakus chooses to address Quca one
|l ast tine.

DRAKUS
Life for you will be nmuch better
once everything has been
finalized. Just wait and see.

Quca turns around to grace Drakus with one | ast response.

OUCA
Your days are counted, Drakus.
Enj oy each second you are given
for soon your days will be counted
( MORE)
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QUCA (cont'd)
out.

Drakus | aughs to hinself and then |oudly responds.

DRAKUS
"Il make sure Aaron, your |over,
gets his last request. Count your
bl essi ngs, Quca, for all of our
tinme is limted.

Drakus wat ches Quca's departure for a couple of seconds and
then regroups with the | ocals who are very eager to talk and
shake his hand.

| NT. AARON' S HOLDI NG CELL A LI TTLE WHI LE LATER - DAY

Guards are aligning the front and sides of the silos where
Aaron is being held. An unkenpt woman with a veil covering
her face and neatly folded linen in her hand approaches as a
guard steps up to address her.

GUARD
Do you have permi ssion to be here
and what is that you hold in your
hand?

ALEX

(in a shaken voice

wi th head hung

| ow)
Yes Sir, | do. | have perm ssion
from Drakus, the great vizier and
hi gh priest of the land, to
conduct one final nmeeting with ny
brot her, Aaron, the accused. M
name is Alex and | cone in peace.
| sinply choose to offer this
I inen as a peace offering.

The guard gl ances at another guard standi ng al ongsi de him as
he nods at the request.

GUARD
(1 ooki ng at Al ex)
It seens that you have in fact
been granted a private neeting per
Drakus. Pl ease enter.
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ALEX
(never | ooking up)
Thank you. | greatly appreciate

your ki ndness and consi derati on.

The guard steps to the side and allows Al ex to wal k past.
Once Alex enters the silos, the guard slowy pushes the door
to and resunes position. Inside, Alex slowy wal ks towards
Aaron and extends his hand to give hima papyrus with a
message witten on it.

AARON
(taking the
nessage)
| am sorry, but do I know you?

Al ex renoves the veil to reveal her full face.

ALEX
You do not know ne but | amvery
famliar wth who you are. | know
Princess Quca, with whom | am
greatly indebted to. | am her
mai den servant.

AARON
What can | do for you?

SERVANT
Are you being treated fairly in
here?

AARON

As best as can be expected, given
the circunmstances. The guards
rotate their schedules daily as
they take turns in escorting ne
fromthe cell to allow ne a snall
anount of tinme wthout restraints
and wal k me around the silos as
they provide nme with small neals.

SERVANT
Your health seens to be declining.
We are going to do our best to see
to it that you are pronptly
rel eased, w thout restraints.
Pl ease read the provi ded nessage
while | wait for it contains
val uabl e i nformati on.

Aaron precedes to read the nessage as the servant stands
before him After a second of Aaron quietly reading and
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deci phering the nessage to hinself, he | ooks up at the
servant with a | ook of disbelief.

AARON
And this wll work?

SERVANT
Yes, it has to. You sinply nust
have faith. You know, it helps to
know the princess in situations
like this. You have access to
pretty nmuch anything that woul d
enabl e your freedom in one way or
another. Sinply follow through
with Quca's request and you wl |l
be fine.

The servant starts to reach for something hidden wthin the
folded linen as the guards aligning the exterior of the
silos conme on screen.

A voice calls out fromw thin the holding cell

SERVANT
GQuards, | amready to exit now.

The door to the holding cell opens as the servant keeps her
head bowed and exits. After the servant steps out, a guard
| ooks in on Aaron to find that he remains in his holding
spot, head covered with the linen piece and sobbi ng
uncontrol | ably.

The guard steps back to assune position as the servant exits
the prem ses.

EXT. AARON S HOLDI NG CELL (2 HOURS LATER) - DAY

The guards rotate as they always do every hour on the hour.
As the guards reposition thenselves to their new position, a
femal e voice is heard comng frominside the cell.

SERVANT (O S.)
Pl ease, pardon ny interruption.
was told per Princess Quca to
personal |y deliver a nessage to
Aaron. | amnow ready to | eave
for ny m ssion has now been
conpl et ed.

The guard standing cl osest to the door turns to open it as
the servant slowly wal ks past him
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GUARD
(addressing the
servant)
Did we not see you in?

The servant turns to the guard.

SERVANT
Wiy yes. It wasn't you, of
course, but | was naturally
allowed entry in order to deliver
t he nessage to Aaron. | had
expl ained that to the other guard
when | told himl would not be but
a mnute. He probably failed to
notify you of that. Quca had a
nmeeti ng today and was unable to
get her daily visit in, so | was
asked to cone in her place.

The guard | ooks into the cell as he notices Aaron sitting in
the sane position with his head hangi ng down.

GUARD

(assum ng position)
Yes, nmaiden, you may now | eave the
prem ses. Please explain to the
princess that advanced notice is
required prior to seeing the
prisoner for any additional
meetings. This nessage is per
Dr akus hi nsel f.

SERVANT
Yes Sir. | will advise. Thank
you.

The servant | eaves the prem ses, never | ooking back.

EXT. NORTH BANK OF THE NI LE - N GHT

Quca is waiting on a log, softly humm ng to herself, near
the river as the sound of the turbulent, rock-obstructed
river is heard in the background. She is startled by a

noi se comng up from behind her and turns around quickly.

OUCA
Hel | 0? |s anyone there?

The rustling of the bushes starts to get a little | ouder as
a dark, shadowy figure presents itself.
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OQUCA
(taken aback)
Who are you?

AARON
Rel ax, ny princess, it is ne.

Aaron calmy cones into view as he steps into the Iight of
t he noon.

OQUCA
('si ghing)
Aaron? Is that really you?
AARON
(approachi ng Quca)
Yes, | made it. | can't believe
the plan actually worked. It was
your brilliance that devel oped the

plan and the notivation to put it
into notion and see it through is
exenpl ar of your desire and

di sposition. | just hate that
everything had to turn out this
way.

Quca stares deeply into Aaron's eyes as they enbrace each
ot her.

QUCA
(whi l e hol di ng
Aar on)
| love you dearly. You nust
under stand t hat.

Aaron refrains from Quca as he calmy reaches for her hand.

AARON
Come with ne. You have no reason
to stay here. How can you expect
me to | eave the source of ny |ove
and ny unborn chil d?

OQUCA
('si ghing)
No, | can't. Aaron, | have
recently discovered that | am not
with child. It was a fal se
perception on ny part and |
greatly apol ogi ze. However, you
w Il have to escape while you can.
| wll always |ove you but you

now have no choice but to | eave. |
must stay here to take care of

( MORE)



QUCA (cont'd)
busi ness and see to it that you
w Il never be sought after.

Aaron inhale deeply as he | ooks dowmn with eyes full of
tears.

OQUCA
(consol i ng Aaron)

Once they find out what we have
done, they wll come after you
with blood in their eyes. | have
to stay behind and nmake sure that
Drakus soon gets what he deserves.
True justice wll be carried out.

| know that he is guilty of ny
father's nmurder and it wll only
be a matter of tinme before that
w Il be reveal ed.

AARON
(1 ooki ng at Quca)
What about ny child? How did you
find out that you were no | onger
with child?

OQUCA
The force of nature has a way of
clarifying your body's issues
whet her wanted or unwanted. |
greatly apol ogi ze for steering you
wrong and having you believe
sonet hing that was not true.
Should it have been a different
pl ace and tinme, things may have
worked out a little differently.
But as the gods see it, the seed
of love has yet to be planted
within the real mof our |ove.

AARON
Where am | supposed to be go?

OQUCA
Your best hope in escaping is the
direction of the bridge crossing
the Nile and conti nue headi ng west
towards the city. It is very
hazardous so you nust be careful

Aaron | ooks towards the turbulent river and back to Quca.
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AARON
But the current bridge is not |ong
enough to span the full w dth of
the N le.

OQUCA
It is sonething we have to chance.
There is a boat tied to the end
of the bridge which will take you
the rest of the way.

Aaron leans in to give Quca one last kiss and then turns to
| eave.

OUCA
Drakus' greed has created this
whol e situation and it shall be
Drakus' greed that will eventually
bring himto his own dem se.
Per haps you can find confort in
t hat .

Quca conti nues watching as Aaron proceeds to the bridge. As
she wipes a tear fromher eye, she stands up to follow him
The coupl e soon nmeke it to the bridge.

AARON

(tal ki ng above the

sound of the

river)
How can | attenpt to cross the
bridge with waters being thrown
over it as if it were a bl anket
covering it up?

OUCA
We have no choice, Aaron. You
have to attenpt this. You can
make it, | know you can.

AARON
But ny strength has | essened gi ven
the amount of time that | spent in
i sol ati on.

Quca leans in to give Aaron one |ast kiss as he calns his
voi ce and | ooks at her.

OUCA
You can do this. W haven't the
time to discuss it further. You
can wait for me on the other side.
| will send for you, | prom se.
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Wth that, Aaron turns and starts to cross the bridge. Upon
taking the first few steps, drastically holding on to what
railing is provided, he turns to again | ook at Quca.

QUCA
Keep going, you nust not wait!

Aaron again turns to slowly nove forward. At that very
nmoment, he is overtaken by a giant wave that pulls himin as
he drastically nmaintains his hold on the railing.

AARON
Qucal!
Quca stands still as she calmy watches Aaron's struggle.
AARON

Quca! Pl ease, help ne!

Noti ci ng that Quca does not attenpt to help, Aaron calls for
Quca one last tine.

AARON
(desperatel y)
Quca?

As Aaron tries to hang on, the railing gives way as he is
swept down the river. Never taking his eyes from Quca, he
tries his best to stay above the steadily flow of the water.

OUCA
(watching intently)
Shoul d you have known about the
child s true welfare, you woul d
have never left.

Aaron lets out a loud screamas he is thrust into a huge
rock that stands erect fromthe water. The inpact knocks
hi m unconsci ous while his body floats drastically down the
river.

OUCA
(munmbling to
hersel f)

Goodbye Aaron. Take care.

Quca turns to | eave as she slowy wal ks into the nearby
br ush.
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INT. VIZIER S HOUSE | N THE CAPI TAL NEAR PALACE SAME - N GHT

Quca i s heading straight towards Drakus' house. As she
approaches, she begins to address him | oudly.

OUCA
Drakus!  You nust present yourself
at once!

Drakus i medi ately opens the door and steps outside.

DRAKUS
Quca, you nust be quiet. Do you
not understand the hour at which
you choose to create such chaos?

Quca takes Drakus by the armand escorts himinto his house
where she finds the queen sitting at the table.

OUCA
(1 ooking at the
queen and then at

Dr akus)
Vel l, what have we here?
HATTY
Pl ease, Quca, this is not what you
t hi nk.
OQUCA
(1 ooki ng back at
t he queen)

Not what | think? You are at this
stranger's house who had at one
time clainmed to support ny father,
who ny father trusted and cared
for and who witnessed ny father's
murder in question. Any
correspondence with this man
shoul d be at the sole discretion
of Fabius. |Is he aware that you
are here conversing wth hinf

Hatty approaches Quca to attenpt to console her as Quca
refrains and steps back.

HATTY
Quca, please, all of us have
experienced a | ot over the past
few nonths and you are sinply
acting on inpulse to the enotional
cycle that has infuriated us all.
Drakus wanted to personal ly speak
with you in hopes of conforting

( MORE)
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HATTY (cont' d)
you and get you past this hardship
and he sinply confided in ne on
how | thought he shoul d approach
it.

OUCA
| do not need his assistance. Wat
| need is for everyone to stop
pl ayi ng pretend and see this whole
ordeal as it truly is.

A guard imredi ately bursts through the door as both the
queen and Drakus try to abstain thensel ves.

DRAKUS
What is the meaning of this?

GUARD
(appr oachi ng
Dr akus)
We have just left the prem ses of
t he suspect and he has managed to
escape.

DRAKUS
Escape? What do you nmean he has
managed to escape? How is that
even renotely possible?

The guard calls for a second guard who at that point wal ks

t hrough the door holding a piece of Iinen (the piece that
was supposed to have been given to Aaron as a peace offering
via the supposed sibling).

DRAKUS
What is the meaning of this?

GUARD
During our rotation period, we
were going to assist Aaron in his
afternoon neal. As we approached
hi minside his holding area, we
wer e shocked to find this.

The second guard holds up the material for Drakus to see.
DRAKUS

| am not understandi ng what you
are trying to say.



GUARD
W were scammed. The mai den
servant and her acconplice
el aborated a plan to have Aaron
released and it was carried
t hrough accordi ngly.

OQUCA
Why woul d you be so concerned with
hi s whereabouts when it is you
that should take the blanme for
what has happened?

Drakus peers at Quca with a distressed | ook and then
addr esses the guard.

DRAKUS
And how do you assune the plan was
carried through?

GUARD
The only thing we can figure is
t hat upon entrance to Aaron's
hol ding cell, w thout the watchfu
eye of one of our guards, the
mai den servant gave Aaron her
clothing which allowed himto
| eave the prem ses disguised as
her .

Drakus is beginning to showa little frustration.

GUARD

(conti nui ng)
After the servant had sufficient
anount of tinme to set up a prop
reflecting the outline of Aaron
and covered by the likes of a
[inen piece to fool us
tenporarily, she gained the
attention of the guards who in
turn allowed her to | eave the
prem ses as herself.

QOUCA
| ask you again, why would you be
concerned of his whereabouts when
it is you who is rightfully to
bl ane?

DRAKUS
Quca, we have already gone through
this. You know of ny innocence.
Wiy would you allow a crimnal to
( MORE)



DRAKUS (cont' d)
go free anong our peopl e?

QUCA

(persistently)
Acrimnal? Acrimnal is
currently ruling our people. |
trusted you. | placed ny conplete
trust and confidence in you and
you betrayed nme, Aaron and ny
father. You nmust not worry about
Aaron. You can guarantee that his
presence will never again be known
here. He took it upon hinself
before he left to prove his
i nnocence to me. He drank the
remai ni ng substance from your
personal | y engraved object and
wi thin nmonents he was dead. He
could not fathomthe idea of
anyone trying to poison ny father,
SO to prove that point he drank
t he substance. Like all of us, he
was ignorant in the ways of the
wor |l d and honestly thought that
you were only m sunderstood and
needed a fair chance.
Unfortunately, he was wong. He
only wanted to be a part of our
famly.

DRAKUS
Quca, all of this has al ready been
established. You are only trying
to revive a nenory of hate and
m sunder st andi ng that nust remain
as it currently is. You nust
| eave resol ved issues al one. There
is nothing | have to admt for
amstill innocent.

OUCA
There is no way Aaron could have
been responsible for that attack
on ny father and you know it. |If
you restrai ned Aaron as soon as he
| eaped fromny father's
surreptitious passageway, then he
woul d not have had tinme to
adm nister the drink to ny father
and then be restrained by you only
to have the macehead conveniently
pl aced deep inside ny father's
cloak. Aaron's invitation to your

( MORE)
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QUCA (cont'd)
l[ittle private neeting with ny
fat her was unacceptable and the
only plausible thought was to
i mredi ately restrain him

Drakus calmy listens as Quca continues.

OUCA

You hid it after your attack on ny
father hoping that it would never
originate again. Unless the two
of you conspired together, that
only | eaves you to blanme. You
orchestrated the neeting. You
were the only reason he was there.

Drakus softly chuckles and then imedi ately responds to Quca
in a forceful and persistent manner.

DRAKUS
How dare you accuse ne of such an
act. | was loyal to your father.

| was always there at his command,
ready to deliver anything upon his
request.

OQUCA
Vell, his final request is what
you failed to deliver

The two guards approach Drakus and the queen as they attenpt
to restrain them

GUARD
| amsorry but we are going to
have to take you both in until
this whol e thing has been resol ved

DRAKUS
(pulling away from
t he guard)
Under what authority do you have
to take ne in? | demand you
rel ease ne at once.

Fabi us wal ks t hrough the door as he addresses the guards.

FABI US
Gent |l emen, pl ease follow through
as needed to take everyone to a
waiting room W will decide our
next nove there.
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HATTY
(appr oachi ng
Fabi us to enbrace
hi m
Fabi us, what are you doing here at
this hour?

Fabi us puts up his hand as if to halt her.

FABI US
Mot her, please. All | ask is that
you cooperate accordingly. There
are too many questionabl e issues
surrounding ny father's death and
| demand a resolution as soon as
possi bl e.

The guards again try to escort Drakus and the queen fromthe
prem ses. Drakus rebels as the guard once again reaches for
his arm

The queen is sinply in awe and can not nutter a word.

GUARD
(speaking to
Dr akus)
Sir, | can not release you. You
must go with ne.

DRAKUS
(i medi atel y
| ooki ng at Fabi us)
How dare you conduct this business
in ny own hone. This is a
violation of ny god given rights.

Drakus slowy bows his head as if in shane.

GUARD
I f you do not willingly acconpany
me, | wll have to forcefully

escort you.

As the guard once again takes Drakus by the arm he resists
and pulls out a warrior dagger. He slashes the guard' s arm
to make himrel ease his hold. As the guard releases his
grasp on Drakus in agony, Drakus turns to escape.

HATTY
(scream ng)
Dr akus!



Upon reaching the door to quickly exit,
interrupted by a snal

dagger,

agony from

and i nside the door.

Hatty is stunned, speechless, as Quca continues.

QUCA
My dear servant, you have assisted
in setting us free and | owe you
greatly.

QUCA

(1 ooking at Hatty)
When a person is guilty of nurder
and deception, he is consunmed by
guilt. If he is consunmed by
guilt, he acts on guilt. W al
know that msery and guilt
cooperate with each other. It
t akes one to accommodate the
other. Drakus was guilty of
wanting the power of the throne
and you were m serable being in
the position you were in, playing
second to a divine goddess that
owns the true |ove of my father
All this could only Iead us to one
conclusion. You both acted
simul taneously to aid one anot her
in your current positions. Drakus
needed t he power and you needed
recognition.

HATTY
What do you nean to say?

OUCA

You and Drakus are being exil ed.
If both of you | eave quietly and
never return to our land, you wll
not have to suffer the shane of
publ i c execution or being thrown
to the crocodiles. Should you
return, you will surely parish.

HATTY
(1 ooki ng at Fabi us)

It is unfathomabl e how ny own
fl esh and bl ood can choose to
exile me wwthout giving ne a fair
trial. | now see that regardl ess
of ny innocence, ny own child

( MORE)

Drakus is
piercing in his side via a snal

with which he immediately falls to the floor in
The mai den servant slowy steps over
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hi s body
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HATTY (cont' d)
chooses to do away with ne like a
usel ess, old rag. CQur
civilization is based on the
prem se that we are all innocent
until proven guilty.

FABI US
(with tears in his
eyes)
There is no reason to doubt your
guilt. | amonly trying to save

you the enbarrassnent and public
hum |i ati on associated with such
an act involving our king. | |love
you and | always wll. | would
much rat her have you | eave than
have you executed at the stake
which is what w il happen given
the circunstances. | wll have
one of our guards escort you to
the edge of the city and point you
in the direction of our outer
civilization. Please, do not
hesitate and be haste. There is
not any tinme to waste.

Fabi us takes Hatty by the hand.

HATTY

(caressi ng Fabi us'

face with the

ot her hand)
Oh, ny child. | will calmy
excuse nyself fromthe prem ses.
never nmeant to shane either one of
you.

Hatty | ooks at both Fabius and Quca.

HATTY
However, | understand the
consequences and possibilities
i nvol ved shoul d | stay.

Hatty | eans in and gives Fabius a kiss on the cheek as Quca
bows her head. Hatty |eans back, flashes Quca one | ast

apol ogetic look as a tear slowy falls down her cheek and
turns to | eave as the guards assist her and Drakus' |ifeless
body in their departure. Fabius starts to go after her as
Quca grabs his arm
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OUCA
It is over, Fabius. Her guilt has
been admtted. W are finally
freed. The kingdomis rightfully
ours. Please do not act
hastefully for we have won.

Fabi us stares at Quca for a few seconds with a faint stare
and then softly giggles as he touches Quca's belly.

FABI US
Yes, it is done and it al
happened just as you had said it
woul d. Everyone, without fail,
pl ayed their part accordingly. For
this reason, the famly's reign
will go on per the rightful
descendants. W are having a
baby.

Fabi us and Quca both delight in their victory, sharing an
intimate kiss, as the servant stares right through themwth
a |l ook of disgust. The servant then distracts by gaining
their attention.

SERVANT
W still have a few snall details
t o address.
QUCA
(1 ooking at the
servant)
Ch, ny dear maiden servant. If it

was not for the |ikes of you, our
pl an woul d have never fully been
carried through. W owe you much
gratitude for you will be greatly
rewar ded.

SERVANT
Not exactly, ny young and naive
princess. Aaron was a good nman
who fell, due to no fault of his
own, into the wong place and
suffered greatly at the hands of
his m strusted superiors. However,
| am here to avenge the |ikes of
himas well as your father and his
sust ai ned scor pi on king status.

Quca and Fabius both | ook at each other in question and then
| ook back at the servant.
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SERVANT

(conti nui ng)
Could it have been that a
forbi dden | ove needed the seed of
a pure entity to carry out a
forsaken task to gain power and
notoriety for a position that was
not rightfully their's?

Fabi us | ooks at Quca and then back at the servant.

FABI US
My nmai den servant, we fail to
under st and exactly what you nean.

The servant begins to strip the clothing, hair and fenale
jewelry fromher body, revealing a properly tied kilt
underneath and the essence of a male figure, who resenbles a
much younger | ooki ng Hanor with whi ch Fabi us and Quca both
behol d and i medi ately fall to their knees.

OQUCA
But you are only of a lowy
servant st atus.

SERVANT
Yes, that may be true but only
until now.

OQUCA

(shocki ngl y)
Ch, ny goodness. The story
foretold to ne is true.

FAB| US
VWhat is true?

Fabi us | ooks at Quca in question.

SERVANT
My true nanme is Narnmer and | am
fromTinis of Upper Egypt. | cone
wWth one mssionin mnd. | am

here to unite all of Egypt and to

consolidate the nmain role of a

ki ng, or pharaoh as it shall soon

be known, with that of Horus, the

God-king. | amal so supported by

the likes of our earthly deceased,
Ki ng Hanor, who has physically |ed
our governnment up to this point.

Quca gasps as she grabs the hand of Fabi us.
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OUCA
VWhat is it that you truly attest
to?

NARMER

Your father, Quca, and the dem se
of his kingdom Wth suspicion of
conspiraci es and bouts between
famly menbers for the throne, he
asked that | secretly nonitor the
successes and failures of those
who sought that position and act
accordingly. Qur relation to each
other is of no inportance at this
point for I only seek to do his
wll. | do choose to tell you
however, that the best way to
destroy a cynical kingdomis to do
it fromthe inside out, which is
exactly the approach | have taken.
It is of great shane that an
i nnocent man had to | ose his
physi cal presence prior to the
fulfillment of our m ssion, but
his loss will not be in vain.

The guards of Narner enter the house.

NARVER
| am sorry, but the plotting for
the throne has now ended. | am

now enforcing the power of Narner.
Guards, please incarcerate these
two for the conspiracy to unjustly
t ake over the throne.

FABI US
What ? This is blaspheny. You
have no authority here. There is
no proof to support anything that
you claim

NARVER
Not so, brother. |If there is
anything I can recall from what
our father told us, it is to
becone whatever we wi sh and to
acconplish that position honestly

and properly. |'msure you heard
t hose words at | east once or
twi ce. | wish to be the first

Egypti an pharaoh, the | eader and
true protector of our land, and to
( MORE)
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NARMER (cont' d)
rid those who do not wish ne well.

Quca i medi ately bows her head and cries in shane.

OUCA

(bowi ng her head)
| never neant to shanme you father.
We both neant well. W only
wi shed to rid our land of the
unwant ed. Now, however, we
haven't the jest to fight with
you. Fabius, it is over.

Fabi us hol ds Quca's hand tightly as a guard approaches the
coupl e and places a battle axe flat on the top of both their
heads as in a ritual of some sort. He then turns to exit
the house as Narnmer stands direct in front of them

NARMER
You know, our father |oved you
both very much. | was there the

ni ght Drakus chose to force him
out of this world, thinking that
he had the rights to the justice
of our race. However, the one
thing you can offer your people
now woul d be the rightful heir to
the throne upon his birth. At
that point, nmy nephew and | wll
together rule our land. | wll
refer to himas Menes and he w ||l
carry on the Egyptian dynasty.

Narmer pulls his axe attached to his side and raises it in a
SW ngi ng notion towards Fabius as Quca screans. The picture
then transitions directly (as a super inposition) to the

i mage on the back (reverse) side of the real slate Narner

Pal ette as the imge then fades into the background of a

bl ack screen.

CLOSI NG MONOLOGUE - On the black screen, words scroll up in
white lettering as a narrator reads the follow ng script in
sync with the notion of the words.

NARRATOR (V. O.)
The unification of Egypt was
successful per the attenpt of
Narnmer. Was Narner, in fact, the
true descendant of the | egendary
and historic Scorpion King who in
turn may have been Narner's father
and predecessor? Could the
Scorpion King truly have been who

( MORE)



Once al l
f ade out.

NARRATOR (cont' d)
we discretely referred to as
Hanor ? Per haps Narner was all of
t he above, staking out the right
time to carry out his plan of
uni fication or could have the
Scor pi on King, Narmer and Menes
(with who's identity per various
hi stori cal sources has never been
confirmed) transpired during the
reign of Hanor in laying out a
foundati on of unification?
What ever the situation, Narnmer
wll historically become known as
t he 1st pharaoh of the 1st
Egyptian Dynasty known for
uni fying all of Egypt, but wll
| ose his battle in years to cone
to a hi ppopotanus who ironically
carries himaway. Wherever our
t houghts may take us as to the
true history of Egypt and its
founders, we can nake assunptions
and put pieces of the puzzle
t oget her as best we can. However,
in ny eyes, Hanor (the Scorpion
King) will remain as soneone who
put a secret plan in notion and
had the help of his successors see
it through, regardl ess of what our
recorded history may tell us.

of the words are presented on screen,

The End
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they slowy



