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Story of a simple guy who was trying to distance himself from mundane life in order to understand its secret


INT. Shopping Mall Escalator

       

Talking to a friend




Friend

You don’t understand. Life is about living……… Living to its fullest. Believe me there is so much to experience but nothing to understand in it



INT. Restaurant
       

Sitting with his friends in a restaurant




Girl
One of my cousins actually did just like that. He left everything and went out in the far off cities to understand life. Hah………(sarcastically)ike life is some secret hidden in the unknown lands………… He came back in two months but had to undergo a therapy for THREE YEARS. I am telling you……You will be shocked to know that the whole beauty lies in keeping the mystery as it is


INT. Big Drawing room 

       

People sitting on carpet and listening to a modern Sufi




Sufi
These days everyone is looking towards an escape. A door towards some wonderland but can’t you see………this AMAZINGLY rich and beautiful world around you. Miracle of Allah is circumscribing you and you are too unfortunate to open your eyes


EXT. Middle of the road 

Ali is standing in the middle of a road and things are moving towards him with great speed. It includes human beings, cars, clowns, cows, trees, writing desks, fish.



Misc.
Incomprehensible sound is rising


INT. Bedroom 

Ali waking up in his room, opening the curtains and finding a very beautiful bird on his terrace




Ali (VO)
When I woke up today I saw this bird sitting on my terrace looking towards me. It was a kind of bird I’ve never seen in my life before. You don’t see these kinds of birds except somewhere in the zoo but that bird was very much there and looking towards me with his small eyes. And there was this fragrance in the air. Very gentle, very mild fragrance but definitely like someone was there…………. Maybe an angle. And I knew from that point onwards that I can’t go to bed without changing the course of my entire life


INT. Dinning room 

Ali sitting on the dining table with his parents and his father is speaking




Father
You know all my life I was working hard and gathering things so that whenever you ask for something I won’t disappoint you. But you were different. Even as a kid you never really asked for anything. And now after all these years you are finally asking me for something. Something I don’t think I can give you.…………If I think like a father then I should never let you go but I am also a business man and in business it is a sin to avoid risk. Nobody ever realized that but it is true that we business people are the most God fearing people of all because we take the risk and put our hopes in the hands of the one who never let us down.


EXT. Bus 

Ali sitting in a crowded bus with a smile on his face




VO
You are born with wings;

Why prefer to crawl through life?



EXT. Small town in a valley 

Bus stops on the roadside and Ali comes out. It is a small town in a valley. He asked a guy sitting on a stone fence



Ali
There is a school here on the mountains. I mean not for the kids but for grownups. More like a clinic. Do you know how to get there?
Guy points towards a small muddy path going up the mountains




Ali
Ahhh…….So I go there by foot. Hmm…….How far is that?

Guy doesn’t show much reaction but points again towards the path 



Ali
Ok………I can walk. No problem at all

He starts climbing but realizes very soon that it is not going to be easy. The path is rough and steep and he is carrying a big bag as well 



Ali
I should’ve asked someone else in the town. There got to be another way


Mumbling but continuing moving upwards




Ali(Conti.)
This is crazy. I should go back
He stumbles on a rock and falls down. Though he manages to stop himself from rolling down but he hurts his ankle badly and it becomes impossible for him to walk. He looks everywhere and sees a glimpse of a human figure on a nearby cliff. He makes noises to attract him



Ali(Conti.)
Hello……..Sir. Hello! Can you hear me sir. I need your help. I’m hurt and cannot move

But no avail. The guy kept strolling on the mountain like he never even heard him. Ali drags his body slowly towards the top. It is a place of splendid beauty. There is a stream near which there is a small shrine and a small house. The guy is wearing a green dress and has long hair and beard



Ali


Why you didn’t help me?



AZER


Sometimes we ask for help too early



Ali
What! Can’t you see I am hurt? I can hardly put my foot on the ground



AZER
And yet you were able to climb hundred meters with this big bag. Seems like you were under estimating yourself earlier




Ali
This is crazy. I am not gonna argue with you on this. Do you think now it is appropriate time for me to ask help or should I wait till morning if I’m not frozen to death by then 

A smile comes on the face of the guy. He starts doing ablution and after that stands for prayer. Ali looks at him helplessly and once he finishes prayer he said to him 



Ali
You know it was better than praying if you could have helped me. A human being is not a dog that you leave it dying on the road…….Hell we shouldn’t do it even with dogs. What kind of person are you?
He smiles again and goes inside his small house. He comes out with few things in his hands. He comes near Ali and checks his ankle



Azer
It’s nothing serious…….you just twisted your ankle. I’ll put something on it and it will be healed in few days Inshallah
He puts some green mixture on the wound and puts an old cloth on it. After that he gives him a strong stick




Azer(Conti.)
This will help you in climbing down the hill




Ali
You are not serious…..do you? I can’t go like this. I’ll fell down and die…………..you really don’t care about the lives of other people. You are so much occupied in your busy life here that you cannot spare few moments to help a man in a need?




Azer
This is not a life threatening wound. You just twisted your ankle. And believe me, you will not fell and die because you are too scared to take any risk. For that if you have to climb down the hill by sitting or even crawling then you’ll do that. So don’t give me these looks and try to move quickly before dark otherwise you’ll be in trouble




Ali
Why can’t I stay here for one night?




Azer
Because this is my house and I’m not open for guests tonight



Ali
Then I’ll stay here…..in the mosque. This is a shrine and a mosque. You can’t stop me from staying here




Azer
Night on the mountains is very cold. You will die up here but still you want to spend some time with Allah for a change then be my guest. I won’t stop you.

He goes towards his house and Ali starts to mumble again




Ali
Everyone is crazy here. This is definitely not a good sign for my journey but I’ll have to face it. This is life. I can’t hide from life all the time. If I have to spend a night here then I’ll spend a night here
Ext. dark corner of shrine 

During the night Ali is trembling and rubbing his hands to make himself a little warm and his foot is hurting like anything. At last he gets up and knocks that door



Ali
Ok……..you win. I’ll die up here in this freezing night. Please help me
The door opens quickly and the guy is smiling



Azer
So you survived till midnight at least. Not a bad try for a spoiled brat like you. Come on in. let me give you something to warm you up

He gives him a soup or something which was on the fire and a loaf of bread. Ali is hungry and he ate it quickly. The guy points towards the only blanket in the room



Azer
Go there and try to have some rest



Ali
Where will you sleep?

Azer

Don’t worry about me. I’ll spend the night with my Allah


Ali
But it is extremely cold out there

Azer

Lets see who is stronger………..my Lord or this cold
He smiles and leaves the room. Ali is perplexed for a while but he is shivering so he goes inside the bed which is old and smelly but warm.

He wakes up after few hours and the guy is still not in the room. He comes out of the bed and the house and saw outside. There is a moon light and he sees that the guy is praying in the mosque. And there is strange sight as well. He sees a pair of tigers sitting near him and looking at him. He is looking at them and then one of the tigers looked at him and there was something in those eyes that scares the hell out of him. He comes back to the house and tries to hide himself in the bed. He wakes up in the morning and comes out of the house. In a corner the guy is preparing something on the stove

Azer

So you had a good night sleep?

Ali

As a matter of fact yes but……


Azer

What?

Ali

I am sure I saw something last night

Azer

In this wilderness people see things all the time. What is more important is to find a way to take you down and I’ve arranged that

Ali

                           What?


Azer

See that guy over there in the shrine. I requested him to help you climb down to the city


Ali

How old man like him can help me?
The guy smiles again

Azer

You man of little faith. You ask too many questions and worry too much. But if it makes you feel any better……the guy has a donkey as well 

He points out towards a donkey eating grass on the other side. There is an embarrassment on the face of Ali. The old man comes near him 


BABA REHMAT

Assalamu Alaikum

Ali

Walaikum Assalam


Baba Rehmat

Should we leave?


Ali

Yes. Let me bring my bag
He goes inside and brings back his bag. He looks towards the guy

Ali

Thank you sir for the last night. You saved my life


Ali

Don’t want to say much but yesterday you were telling me about how human beings are not like dogs that how we should help them and all that stuff………Well just don’t forget this when you get back to your city. I don’t know how you’ll do that but your streets are full of people who are sleeping on the roads and platform of shops like dogs and you never even thought of helping them. Just something to make you think on your way back. Good luck and Allah Hafiz
Ali sits there totally mesmerized and the donkey takes him away from that place
EXT. Pathway - Mountain 

Old man seems a kind man. He is moving the donkey with extreme care

Baba Rehmat

He is a good man but not very fond of people

Ali

No…….it was my fault. I was expecting too much

Baba Rehmat

So you want to go to the city?

Ali

Actually I came here for that school up the hill. They call it SoL…..The secret of life

Baba Rehmat

Yes….. I know that place. Hmm…….. It is not really far from here. You want me to take you up there or to the city

Ali

I actually have to go there. Just my ankle……I don’t know if they have some doctor up there or not

Baba Rehmat

They have everything to keep people away from life as much as possible. So don’t worry. I don’t think you need to go down to city

Ali

That will be great then…….but why you said that they have everything to keep people away from life. I thought they are teaching the very opposite of what you are saying?


Baba Rehmat

No point to argue. You are going there yourself so you’ll find out

Ali

You actually increased by excitement
The old man turns the donkey towards the top

Ali

Let me tell you a secret. When I left home for this everybody was telling me that it is such a waste of time and I was literally fighting with everyone. But deep down inside me I was afraid like nothing gonna happen……Afraid that I will have to come back like a dog with his tail between his legs and head down like a boy who shit in his pants. I was pretty sure about that but still I came here. And so far nothing happened except bad things but I’m having this feeling that I will not go back empty handed
The old man smiles and said nothing in return instead he starts chanting some verses from the Bulleh shah

Baba Rehmat (Singing)

Parh parh ilm hAzer kitabaan

Kidhi apne man no prahi nahi

Bhaj bhaj warna ai mandar maseeti

Kadhi man apne which waria naheen

Ilmo bas kareen o yaar ilmo bas kareen o yaar

Iko alf tenoon darkar......ilmo bas kareen o yaar
They reach the top and old man drops him near the gate where a gate keeper is surprised to see the appearance of Ali

Baba Rehmat 

Come here and help. The guy hurt his ankle

He comes and helps him coming down from the donkey

Baba Rehmat 

I must leave now. My house is just below this mountain. Don’t forget to drop by when you are leaving this place. You might wanna share with me this secret of life thing. Who knows it will change my life from this points onwards

Ali smiles

Ali 

Thank you. I’ll surely drop by. How much should I give you?

Baba Rehmat 

Don’t worry about that. I just brought you here as a favor to my friend
INT. Bedroom – SoL school 

He wakes up in a tidy room and looks out from the window down in the valley. He sees the old man is working in his fields and an old lady sitting on the corner of the house. He smiles and comes out of the room and joins a group of people in the garden. He is still limping
A group of people sitting in the garden with white dresses and closed eyes and a teacher sitting on a small platform

Teacher 

There are so many things you cannot see when your eyes are open. Today I want to teach you how to see with both your eyes closed. How to see when there is nothing to be seen? How to see when they don’t want you to see. Just close your eyes and see with me a thread……..yes a thread of light from the heart of the universe to the heart of your soul. Most of you are here because somewhere in your journey you guys lost your heart but trust me it is still here and the only way to find it is to see this light. This will take you to your heart
Everyone is trying to concentrate but Ali is having an uneasy feeling. He opens the corner of his eyes and looks at other participants and everyone is so busy to see this light. He closes his eyes again
EXT. Mountain Edge 

Ali is looking down from the mountain and he is seeing three guys are bringing heavy pots of water with the help of a stick. They are having difficulty as there is lack of coordination between them. 

A woman in her thirties comes to him


Woman 

It looks funny but results are wonderful. I have already done this exercise and after we fell like twenty times we finally managed to bring all the water on the top. And most importantly on our way up it was like I could actually able to read the minds of these other companions. I knew when the other is getting tired and in a need to change shoulder or when someone else wants to move fast……things like that. You should do it once your ankle feels better
EXT. School garden 

The group is standing on the mountain and watching the sun rising 


Teacher 

The most potent moments during the day are the sunrise and sunset. These are the moments when the whole earth moves from one frequency to another and if a heart is awake he can learn wonderful things………things that he could never have imagined before

Ali 

Are we worshipping sun here? 

Teacher 

Worship is misleading word my friend. We are not worshipping anything here. When you take the power of winds to run your windmills then are you worshipping winds? When just be looking at the waves on the sea shore you feel strength within you….are you worshipping sea? No……..we are just using the energy of the things that God created for us 

EXT. School garden - Night 

Everyone is sitting by the bonfire and one of the girls is singing a song 

Girl  

In the middle of the night 

I go walking in my sleep 

From the mountains of faith 

To a river so deep 

I must be looking for something 

Something sacred I lost 

But the river is wide 

And it's too hard to cross 

And even though I know the river is wide 

I walk down every evening and I stand on the shore 

And try to cross to the opposite side 

So I can finally find out what I've been looking for 

In the middle of the night 

I go walking in my sleep 

Through the valley of fear 

To a river so deep 

Everyone is enjoying but Ali is still having this uneasy feeling. He gets up from there and stands on the edge of the mountain and seeing the only house in the below mountain. There is just a dim light coming from that house. The teacher comes near him

Teacher 

You are not joining Ali?


Ali

I don’t see the point. Yes it is very enjoyable. Yes it feels very good but the world where we have to go back is a totally different. It is rough and cruel and indifferent. I really doubt if this will help

Teacher

How can you say that? 


Ali

I don’t see the connection here. There are people who sleep on the streets in the night while the cars moved all night may be 12 inches away from their heads and the dogs…..for God sake sniff their bodies.  There are people who are dying with hunger…..hunger you know. And we cannot do anything about it. That is the real face of life 

Teacher

Oh…….you are such a child. Look around you. Do you see anyone who ever slept on the roads in his entire life. Do you see anyone here who do not have enough money to buy food for the whole village? The questions you raised are valid but not for us. The secret of life for those people is different and for us its different. We need to learn ours. There is no point in teaching a cub how to eat grass…….he is not going to eat grass…….don’t you agree…… lets teach him how to hunt a grass eating cow 


Ali

So the whole purpose of this drama is to let us feel good in an unfair life. Is that what it is?

Teacher

World will remain like this whether you like it or not. We cannot control the flow of river we can only choose to jump from plank to plank. Do you want to change your plank? That will be your call. If you will be bold enough to actually change your plank ever in your life please don’t forget to pay me a visit. I’ll teach you the secret of life free of cost. I’ll teach you how to live happily and freely without any money or hope or justice. I’ll teach you how to smile when you were thrown out of a big plaza by the security guards…the same plaza that you build as a laborer with your own hands. I’ll be here. Just make up your mind and tell me who you are

The teacher leaves and there are tears in the eyes of Ali. He looks there on the mountains for a while and then goes back inside quickly. He comes up with the bag and moves towards the door. The whole group is looking at him. The woman ran towards him and said


Woman

Where are you going?


Teacher

Let him go? He needs to realize first what he is………….a tiger or a cow?

Woman

But its dark here. He could be lost in the woods. He is not completely recovered yet

Teacher

Are you listening my friend? You should stay here for one night at least……….Consider it one night in a five star hotel but stay

Ali

I better go


Teacher

Then go and that proves my point. You are not cow that comes home when darkness falls. You are a tiger that can go wherever he wants to go……regardless of day and night. Just go and find a clear stream in which you can see your face and when you see a tiger there don’t hesitate to come back here. This place will always be open for you
EXT. Mountain Pathway - Night 

He is slowly moving on the road but then hears a sound of someone approaching. He stands there and waits and finds out that it is Baba Rehmat with the donkey

Ali

Can you give me a ride again sir? 

Baba Rehmat looks at him and smiled

Baba Rehmat

I knew you wouldn’t last for three months but never knew that it would be this early…….I don’t mind giving you a ride but you see my donkey don’t work good with the passengers who don’t know where to go

Ali

I do know where I am going. There is this house right below this mountain. There lives an old woman. I want to see if she can keep me as a guest for couple of days

Baba Rehmat (smiles)
It’s a safe choice I must say. I never saw that old lady turned down anyone
They reach the house and the old man called her wife

Baba Rehmat

Zubaida…… come here. We have a guest
The old woman comes out and greets him with love 

Baba Rehmat

Its the same kid I told you the other day about. I saw something in the kid and knew that he wont last in that school for long


Zubaida

Yes he told me about you. How is your ankle now?

Ali

I am better. There was doctor there that gave me this dressing

Baba Rehmat

Come inside……There will be your bed. We are farmers and generally are not up very late. It was your luck that I had to take an old woman up the hills on my donkey. She just returned from the hospital you know
Ali goes inside the room and lays on the bed


INT. Bedroom – Early morning 

Ali is awaken by Zubaida


Zubaida

Wake up. Rehmat was saying that I should let you sleep as city people don’t wake up that early but I said he might be a city boy but he is not in city anymore?

Ali

It is good that you woke me up. I wanted to see the morning in the mountains?

Zubaida

I made you couple of parathas with tea and achar?

Ali

That will be wonderful
He is having breakfast and old man is standing close to his oxen and giving them the food. He is also sort of whispering to them as well. After the breakfast he leaves the house for the fields and Ali is with him. There is a silence in the air and the old man starts to recite some Ayaat of Quran and there is this bird moving their heads who is like chirping whenever there is a pause in the Ayat. It was like he was participating in the reciting. In the field Ali sits on the rock and looks at that old man ploughing the field. There is also a small lake there in which he sees frogs are jumping into it. He then went towards an old tree. The old man said

Baba Rehmat

Be careful. There is a hole in the tree. Don’t put your hand in it as a snake lives there

He looks surprisingly to him and went near the tree. It is a big tree and on its branches there are lot of birds and then he sees the hole. It is a big hole. He sits under the tree for a while and then comes near the old man

Ali

Can I plough the field?

Baba Rehmat

This is not easy but if you want to do it then come here and stand on this……you need to be very careful…..(the voice fades out)
He is ploughing the field first with the help of that old man and then alone. Old man is sitting near the bank when the old lady comes with the food near the midday

Zubaida

You lazy man…….you are making him do all the work. He is our guest


Ali

No Maam………its all right. I am actually doing it myself

Old woman startles to hear the world Maam

Ali

Hope you don’t mind me calling you Maam
Old woman leaves the field with tears in her eyes. Ali looks at the man

Ali

Don’t worry about her. She is very sensitive woman and we lost our son as well when he was of about your age……..so you know it was too much for her to handle but I am sure she liked it in her heart
In the night they are sitting in the courtyard and there is a small bonfire 

Baba Rehmat

So what are your plans?

Ali

I have few months before my family will start worrying about me. You know I already told them that during the course in school there will be no communication with the outer world. So instead of going back I was thinking to stay in this area for a while and try to learn the real secret of life

Baba Rehmat

So you are still interested in the secret of life?

Ali

Sir this is not something I can leave. I’ll have to find this before I go

Baba Rehmat

I cannot really help you out there. We are more like animals. I hardly thought about these things all over my life. I am not much different than my ox. We both were told what to do and we try to do our job in the best way we can. Our lives are very simple………..but you can stay here as much as you want. We really love you to stay here



Ali

You don’t know what your love and this house now means to me. But I have to go out to search for my answers

Baba Rehmat

Have any idea where you want to start?


Ali (Smiled)

Yes I do…….I will go up there to that guy in the shrine
`
Baba Rehmat

I don’t know what your expectation is but he don’t like too much human interaction

Ali 

I know but I’ll take my chances. Now my foot is much better as well so will go there tomorrow
EXT. Mountain top – shrine

Azer is throwing the bread crumbs to the little birds who are flying around him. He is sort of talking to them now and then all the birds fly away and sit at the nearby trees. He looks back and when sees Ali, there was an anger on his face

Azer 

So you are lost again?


Ali 

You never thought I will not be coming back here

Azer 

What do you want?


Ali 

I want you to be my teacher

Azer 

What can I teach you?

Ali 

I want to understand the secret of life


Azer 

So there is whole school up there where they teach this kind of stuff. I don’t know anything. I am just a guy who wants to live in his isolation. I have nothing to teach you


Ali 

Would you mind if I live with you?

Azer 

Yes………I do mind. See these birds they mind as well. They are not coming close to me now 

Ali 

They are not used to me but they will be. Let me sit with you for few days and you will see that they will come to me as well


Azer 

I am not going to discuss this with you. I don’t take students here 

Ali 

You don’t understand……I don’t come here to leave. I’ll be staying here in the shrine and will shiver with cold all night but will not leave you. I am telling you

Azer 

Do whatever you want but I can’t teach you anything…………I don’t have anything to teach you. You want to stay in the shrine then stay but don’t expect me to give you my bed or food
Ali comes on the shrine and sat there and starts murmuring. In the afternoon when the guy stands for the prayer Ali goes there as well and prays with him. After the prayer the guy goes inside his house. Ali goes into the wood and brings few branches. When the night falls he burns those branches and tries to warm himself. In the morning when he tries to wake up he cannot because he is burning with fever. The guy comes to the shrine and looks at him with displeasure. He helps him in getting up and brings him into the sun. He then brings some food and puts in his mouth. Later he takes him in the house and takes care of him for couple of days. There are scenes where he is giving him food or putting wet cloth on his head. Ali finally got up from the bed and comes out of the house and sees the man sitting calmly on a stone

Ali 

I am sorry. I never wanted to be a burden on you. But what can I say I’m too weak. I saw you were outside in this cold all night and nothing happened to you and even with the fire I fell sick

Azer

Don’t be too hard on yourself. I am living here for years and you just got here. I don’t want to be rude to you but honestly I don’t have anything for you

Ali

Let me live with you. Let me listen to you. Let me see how you interact with this world around you………That is what I ask. You know I went to that school up the mountain as well


Azer

And why didn’t you stay there. I heard that guy is quite good. Sometimes those students come here as well and they all look very content to me


Ali

Yes that is what they are teaching……..contentment and how to live happily as a parasite. I rather be a dying tree instead

Azer thinks something for a while and then Shrug his shoulders

Azer

Ok…….I can try to teach you something but no money back guarantee kind of thing. But to start with…….. Let me make one thing very clear. Don’t expect me to take care of you again if you fall sick or feed you when you are hungry. Go down there and bring the necessary survival stuff and settle up here. We will start it from tomorrow

Ali

Thank you…..you won’t regret it


Azer

I am regretting it already 
INT. Small store – Town

Ali enters a shop where the shopkeeper looks like a crook



Ali

I need few things…………hmmmm…….but I’m not very sure. I need to live up there on the mountain for few months. Can you help me with the things like what I will be needing 

Shopkeeper

Sure I can…….you actually gonna need a lot of things. Living up there is not easy. You have some experience in this regard



Ali

Not at all. This will be the first time



Shopkeeper

No problem…..I’ll arrange everything. You just sit here and let me gather these things

He is putting a lot of extra things like pressure cooker, special crockery, juices etc. when done he brings three guys with him to Ali


Shopkeeper

Everything you need to survive up there is ready. These guys have mules and they will take these things up the mountain. They will even fix the tent and other things for you as well


Ali

It seems a lot of things


Shopkeeper

Believe me………..you gonna need each and every one of these. I didn’t put anything extra here. You will realize it once you spend couple of freezing nights up there


Ali

And how much are the charges?

He shows him the bill


Ali

This is ridiculous. It’s too much

Shopkeeper

Look at the things. I already gave you my best discounted price


Ali

This is crazy………This Juice is like 50 rupees and you have charged 100

Shopkeeper

Small thing sir…….little typo may be. I thought it was the bigger pack. Let me put an extra drink in your pack (pointed his guy to do that)



Ali

Ahh……..I don’t know the prices of other things but it seems too high…….I can buy a heavy bike in this price


Shopkeeper

Heavy bike can’t keep you alive up there. Don’t think too much. I already gave you bare minimal things
Ali reads the list few times. He knows in his heart that this is not right but never shopped before so is helpless

Ali
Can I give you a check?

Shopkeeper

We don’t accept checks but for you I can make an exception
EXT. Mountain top - Shrine

Ali appears on the hilltop sitting on a mule and three mules are carrying his stuff. He gets down from the mule and looking at the place to find out the best spot for his tent. Azer looks at him and anger came on his face

Azer

What is all this nonsense?

Ali

This is just some tent and other stuff to live up here


Azer

Why are you here? You came here for party? What is all this? You want to open a five star hotel here?


Ali

Ummm………I just never knew what to bring here

Azer

You are the most stupid creature on the face of earth. Leave at once and never show me your face until you learn at least how to learn

Ali points the guys to leave. This time he is not riding the mule but walking beside it. Sad music playing in the background
EXT. Mountain Pathway

Baba Rehmat sees his conditions and laughs

Baba Rehmat 

A guy doesn’t need much to live in these mountains. Just a camp, may be these couple of pots and these (He started isolating few things on the ground)……..This will be enough. Go and return the extra things and come back here

INT. Shop

The shopkeepers is looking at him like he is some kid who soiled his clothes


Shopkeeper

We actually have a No RETURN policy 
Points towards a very small sticker behind the counter saying “No Returns”


Ali

But I just bought these things and you promised that this is absolute minimum. While I found that these things are not required 

Shopkeeper

Can’t really help you sir. I can’t sell these SECOND HAND things to anyone. That will be very unfair to them if I do


Ali

SECOND HAND…..for God sake. I never even opened the boxes yet. Ask from these guys 
He points towards the stupid looking three guys standing there enjoying the conversation

Shopkeeper

Well I request you not to argue on this………..I am a busy man


Ali

Busy?

Ali looks around the empty shop


Shopkeeper

Well I have to do a lot of things so if you can excuse me 
Ali gets frustrated but decides to leave the shop when the shopkeeper said

Shopkeeper

May be I can keep these things here and if someone asks for a second hand item I can offer them these…….you know sometimes people are short of money 

Ali

And how much you will pay me? 


Shopkeeper

I can give you ten thousand for everything
Ali

Are you kidding? This is like nothing. 

Shopkeeper

This is the best I can do……..Take your goods anywhere else and you’ll not even get this
Ali

I rather throw these things from the bridge rather to give you on this price
He points the guys to leave and they follow him hesitantly. When they are starting to move the shopkeeper comes out
Shopkeeper

Ok…….you win. I give you 20,000 for everything. And this only because I want to help you

Ali

I don’t need your help

Shopkeeper is looking and he moves from there to the end of the rood. We can’t hear him but can see that he stops few people going on the road and starts giving things to them. Soon a lot of people and kids rush towards him and in a matter of minutes all the things are gone. He smiles and shop keeper looks at him with disbelief. He sets off with a big bag on his shoulder towards the top again
EXT. Mountain top – Shrine

Ali is trying to fix the tent on his own and Azer is watching him with interest. After a while he comes and helped him in fixing the tent

EXT. Woods – Mountain
Ali is walking up the woods with Azer

Azer

I was thinking what should I teach you? It is like you climbed up a cliff and now some kid is asking what it is to be on the top? Doesn’t matter whatever you tell him but he needs to come himself on the top to understand what it is to be up there. So I was thinking how to teach you and the only way I can think of is to let you live……….
Ali

I didn’t get you
Azer

This world…….the amazing gift of God is always around us but somewhere on our course we decided to shut our eyes towards it. For us other things like goals, relations, norms becomes more and more important. What I offer you is this………..Live these next few months as a child. See things with an awe……start initiating again your sense of wonder and you’ll see that the tables will be turned. You don’t have to search for secret of life instead it will come to you
Ali

So you can’t teach me anything?

Azer

I will give you few pointers……..I will direct you towards few things but it is mainly your game
Ali

I am not sure if I understand you correctly but I will do my best 
Azer

Good………now you see that school down there. Go there and try to teach children
Ali

Teach what?
Azer

The secret of life of course

Ali

If I knew that I wouldn’t be here. Do I? I came here to learn this
Azer

The easiest way to learn is to teach……..These are small kids. Secret of life will be much simpler for them so you will not find much trouble

EXT. School

He reaches the school and sees that teacher is sitting on the desk listening to a radio (a cricket match) and kids are sitting but gossiping around. He talks to teacher something and then comes to kids

Ali

My name is Ali and I’ll be taking your class for next few days. Your teacher was kind enough to give me permission

One kid whispers and everyone started laughing
Ali

May I know what is so funny?

Kid#1 (reluctantly)

It is not a nice thing to say. I think it is better not to repeat it

Ali

Let me worry about that and tell me what made you all laugh

Kid#1 

Well he said that………He would’ve given this permission to a donkey if that can somehow ask the same thing

Kids laugh out loud again

Ali

Well in that case you are lucky that a donkey never asked for the permission otherwise you guys must be learning how to eat grass

A big laughter again

Ali

With all these laughs I think it is a good start
Kid#1
What are you going to teach us?
Ali

How about science? Let me teach you how science is helping us in revolutionizing this whole world

Kid#2
What is the point?

Ali

Excuse me?

Kid#2 (Angrily)

Why to learn science when we know for sure that we have to run oxen carts and trucks for rest of our lives?
Kid#1

Sir don’t mind him……He is just very angry because his mother ran away with a truck driver 
All the class burst into laughter. Ali looks at the class helplessly
EXT. Courtyard – Baba Rehmat Home

Ali

I went to school today and tried to teach kids………but I don’t know if they like me that much

Baba Rehmat

Don’t worry………kids never liked to be taught anyway. And this was your first day there as well
Ali

But they didn’t seems to be even interested in the things I want to teach them

Baba Rehmat

Then why don’t you teach something they want to learn
Ali starts thinking what could be that thing
Zubaida

Don’t you get sadden by these two old men. They have no idea what a man really needs
Ali

You tell then what it is a man really needs?

Zubaida

A man only needs true love…….only in true love a man can find secret of his life
Ali

And where I’m going to find true love in these mountains?
Zubaida

True love is a mystery……..you can find it anywhere. But sometimes we need a little help

Ali

So can you help me in finding my love?
Zubaida

Not me but there is someone……….right on that mountain there is grave under the berry tree. You can’t miss it. Just go there and eat one leaf from that tree and you’ll find your true love
Ali

Really? Is it that simple? Then in this town everyone must find their true love
Zubaida (Sadly)

No….there are very few who actually found their true love but to tell you the truth. Nobody is actually looking for the true love these days. They are looking for money, they are crazy about power, they can be intoxicated by the beauty but no…….they are not looking for true love
EXT. Graveyard - Mountain

Ali is standing on a grave under a berry tree. It is a well maintained one and he tries to read the engravings

Shah Bano

A beautiful bird who came in our lives

and charmed everyone with her love

1947 - 1965
Ali (Thinking)

She was just 18 years old when she died. Must have been a real tragedy

He takes a leaf of the berry tree which has all green leaves and prayed for the soul of the girl
INT. Camp - Mountain

Ali is trying to sleep when he hears some noise. It is like the noise from the bangles of some girl
He comes out of his camp but no one is there. Jungle is looking beautiful in the moon light. He is going back when he hears the noise again. It is coming from a little distance. He goes towards it and sees a girl standing at some distance. She is a young village girl. There is wildness on her face. When she saw Ali, she turns her back and starts moving away
Ali 

Stop!
She stops and turns around. She looks at him with her big eyes and said with mischievous voice
Shahbano

You eyes are telling me that you need to sleep now
Ali

You are right
Shahbano

Then why you are here? Go and sleep in your little hideout
Ali

And the noise you are making with these bangles……….How can one sleep here?

Shahbano

This is not in my control (Showed him his arm full of bangles)…….They make noises even when I breath………you don’t want me to stop breathing don’t you?
Ali (Smilingly)

You are interesting girl……..Never saw you before. Do you live nearby?
Shahbano

You don’t see anything………you are always entangled in your thoughts
Ali 

You are right …….. But I’m trying and that is why I’m here. So where do you live?
Shahbano

How should I tell you……..you don’t know anything about this place
Ali 

Well it is not like that………I have seen most of the area

She looks at him in a naughty way and whispered
Shahbano

You haven’t seen anything yet. With the first ray of sun everything changes. Do you know these trees that are talking from hundreds of years stop like they never uttered a world. In the morning the crickets stop their course but with them the corn fields also refused to speak. Like they are some big shot singers and it is against their honor to sing without their musicians. And they are so stubborn that all day wind is moving through to instigate them but their lips are sealed till dusk

Ali 

Wow
Shahbano 

Come with me and let me introduce you to a world that only unfolds in the night
She takes his hand and drags him towards the woods like she is a young kid and wants to show her friend everything that is in her little closet. That night they will see many things. They see a moon reflecting like a diamond in the river. They see a fox looking at them with strange face. They are lying down on the grass and looking at the stars and then stars start to converge into a strange pattern……… A boat that is moving in the ocean of light and he falls into sleep
EXT. Woods – Morning

Ali wakes up when sun is up and a cow is licking his boat. He wakes up and looks everywhere but there is no sign of that girl. He runs towards his camp
His teacher is walking angrily when he reaches there. When he sees him coming he gets furious

Azer

Where were you? You know how worry I was. I thought some leopard attacked you in the night

Ali

Please forgive me……There isn’t just any explanation of what I did


Azer

I knew from the very first moment that it was a mistake but don’t know why I am doing it


Ali

Just give me one chance. You won’t regret it. I promise. I be good from now onwards


Azer

Hmmmm………………Now hurry up. Your students must be waiting for you

Ali

Ooh………..students. yes……….you are right. Let me run to the school
EXT. School

He takes a bag full of gifts to the school. There are juices and biscuits and he gives to everyone. He even gives the gifts to the regular teacher who is sitting on his chair in the sun and listening to the radio


Ali

You know why I brought this stuff today? Anybody?


Kid #1

Because you want us to be your friends


Ali

Close but the real answer is that I wanted to apologize. Yesterday I was trying to show you a bigger world outside this valley and most of you thought that this valley is your home your destiny………So my words were like stories of no use to you. Am I right?

Kids (Multiple voices)

Yes

Kids are looking at him with wonder………like what this magician will bring out from his bag this time

Ali

I won’t do this mistake today. I know you guys have thought and thought for years how to break away from this life but no success. So I won’t tell you to think the same thing again. Let think something different

Kids #3

What?

Ali

How about if we bring the whole world into this valley? Any ideas how we can do that?
EXT. Mountain Top – Shrine

Ali comes back on the mountain and the teacher is cooking the meal. He offers him to join


Ali

Today I made a breakthrough with the kids. We were connected for the first time

Azer

Yes yes………….but don’t forget that it is a long long way. You are new here you don’t know this world. This mountain, this may seems very beautiful to you but for these children there is no hope here. Their only hope is that road going towards the city. Every child in this town dreamed about going on that road. Every now and then one of the village dwellers went to that road and that journey has transformed their lives forever…………… Not always in the good way though. Most of them couldn’t achieve anything. Many of them came home with their souls full of thorns…..so many thorns that not all the women of these mountains can pickup in one life time. Sometimes only their bodies come in white kafans. Sometimes they came and looked like they were twenty years older than their age. 

But once in a while a lucky guy goes to that road and becomes something…….something of a human being not a mountain rat like all others here. And that successful guy lefts a trail of dreams which every boy in that school wanna travel. But they don’t’ know how. Nobody can tell them this thing. Especially not their teacher who always gave them some work half heartedly in the morning and then either read newspaper or sleep in the sun. Once in a while he wakes up from his spell of laziness and asked questions from them. The kind of questions which they couldn’t have known and then beat them up with sticks. Sometimes when some child gives the answer to those questions then the color of his eyes change like he was disappointed and sad……..like he has to make another excuse to hit that kid. This is their life. So don’t forget what they are when you are establishing your connection with them

Teacher gets up and goes towards the shrine. Ali is amazed to see that everything is moving with him……small leaves, straws, little insects. It is like he is carrying with him the whole landscape
INT. Camp – Night
He is lying down in his camp and couldn’t sleep because he is waiting for that girl. When he doesn’t hear any voice then he gets up. He wears his coat and comes out to look out for her. He finds her sitting on the a stone

Ali

I was waiting for you. Where are your bangles tonight?

She shows him her hands


Shahbano (Smilingly)

I took them off so that you can sleep in peace


Ali

Who need peace now?

Shahbano (Smiles)
Let’s go then

Ali

First please tell me who you are? How your parents allowed you to roam around in these mountains at this late hour

Shahbano

I can’t answer these questions for you


Ali

Why?

Shahbano

This is the only condition. If you don’t want this then I’ll not come here again

Ali

Ok ok………..just tell me one thing and I don’t ask more questions. Where did you go last night?

Shahbano

Where do the stars go in the morning?

Ali

I am asking a question here

Shahbano

I am only asking a question as well. Where do the stars go in the morning?

Ali (Looks frustrated)

They don’t go anywhere. We just can’t see them because of all this light

Shahbano

I was here as well but you couldn’t see me……..Leave it. Come with me. Let me show you the water snakes in the pond

Ali hesitantly thinks for a moment and then goes with her
EXT. woods – Night

Ali is roaming around with the girl when they see a villager coming from the other side. She takes his hand and goes into the bushes

When the villager comes near them she moves the bushes violently and makes sounds like “She…….She”. The guy stops and asks in a weak voice

Villager

Who is there?

She doesn’t answer and moves bushes again and make more noises. The villager ran away and we can see that his lips are chanting something as well. Both of them come out of their hideout and laugh out loud

Ali

You are very cruel………You scared the hell out of that guy


Shahbano

Yes yes………I am bad. But what can I do? I am like that. If you wanted to be such a good guy all the time why didn’t you said “It’s me……Ali. I am hiding with this young girl in these bushes” That would’ve saved him from the fright for sure


Ali (looked ashamed)

You are a dangerous girl. I never thought like that


Shahbano

I am a dangerous girl. Try to stay away from me…………….but I know that you won’t


Ali

Won’t what?


Shahbano (Smiled)

You won’t leave me stupid 

Ext. Classroom

Ali is standing in the class room and listening to the ideas of kids


Ali

So everybody thought about what we can do to bring this world to our sweet little valley?

Kid #1

Sir believe us we’ve tried everything this place has to offer. From the wildest flowers of the mountains to the sweetest berries of the jungle we have tried to collect it and offered it to the travelers and they were not even willing to pay 10 RS for them. 
Kid #3
It seems like every special thing of this place have no value at all. Even the refreshing water of streams is worthless as the people who now come here for visit or going on the road to other areas carry their own bottles of tasteless waters. 
Kid #5
There is nothing that this town can offer to the world.


Ali

Hey hey………today is our first day and don’t be so depressed. I thought about this too and I already have a solution. But to make it work I need your help and a vow of secrecy. 


Kids (multiple voices)

What is it?


Ali

First give me your promise that you’ll not mention it to anyone


Kids (multiple voices)

We promise………we won’t tell anyone


Ali

Now listen carefully……..Things have no value but their association make them valuable. People are already up to their necks into the reality so it needs something beyond reality to attract them. You know thousands of people visit a stupid meadow because once a film has been shot there. Hundreds of thousands of people visit Romania every year to see a castle where a fictitious character Dracula supposed to live.  We need to create a legend of our own to bring this place on the face of the map and then no traveler can ever ignore this place


Kid #2

But we don’t have anyone famous here. We don’t have a legend


Ali

That is all right……We’ll create one. And this is your homework assignment. I want to hear from everyone of you an idea……an idea of how to create this legend?........isn’t it fun
Music and there is a sparkle on the face of every kid
Kid #1
Probably the best homework we ever got
Ext. Baba Rehmat house


Ali

Today I just stopped for two things


Zubaida

And what are those?


Ali

First I want to have a cup of tea of your hands with Achar paratha if possible……I know it is not breakfast time but didn’t eat anything since morning


Zubaida (Smiled)

Why not……..come and sit with me
She started making fire


Zubaid (Cont.)

And what is the second thing


Ali

I want to thank you for that advice……you know what I ate that leaf and met a wonderful girl the very same night……….Can you believe it

Zubaida

Wow……That is amazing. Never saw this charm working so fast……..So who is the lucky girl?

Ali

Don’t know much about her but she is amazing. She is like this Antarctic wind that freezes everything that comes in her way especially time. She doesn’t walk……she rather glides. I can tell you thousands of things about her though I only knew her from couple of nights


Zubaida

Nights?

Ali

It’s not like what you are thinking. She just only comes in night


Zubaida (worriedly)

Tell me how she looks like?


Ali

Very young……..She must be 18 or something. She is wearing these bangles in all her left wrist and ankle bracelets that sound like heavenly music. She has long hair and eyes as big as this world. And man she is crazy…… She runs around all night and shows me things like snakes in the water, foxes going with their babies and offered me the sweetest berries this place has to offer

Zubaida knows at that point that the girl was not real. It is the spirit of Shahbano. She knows her quite well as she was her best friend once but now has no idea why she is doing this to Ali so gets worried. She gives him the paratha and goes inside. When she comes back she brings with her something wrapped in a newspaper and gives it to Ali


Ali

What is it? 


Zubaida

Bangles for your friend…….Tell her that it is from me

Ali opens the pack and these are red bangles with glitter on them

Ali

They are beautiful. When did you buy them?


Zubaida

You won’t believe. I bought them 50 years ago when fair came to our town. I bought these for a very special friend because she was sick and couldn’t go to the fair

Ali

Then why you never gave these to her?

Zubaida

She died before I come back……..She was dying and I was enjoying the rides in fair. And I was her best friend. But that is how she was. She pushed me to go to the fair and made a brave face. Everyone thought that she was getting better but she was just pretending……..just pretending so that I can go to the fair for which we both were waited for the whole year


Ali

Who was she?


Zubaida

Her name was Shahbano………..You already been to her grave

Ali looks shocked to hear that 

Ext. Cliff – Night

Ali is sitting with Shahbano on a cliff


Ali

I brought something for you today  


Shahbano

And what is that?
He gives the bangles wrapped in the newspaper to her. She opened the pack and there is a disbelief in her eyes

Shahbano

From where you get these?


Ali

There is an old lady lived over there. I told her about you and she gave it to me. Can you believe that these were bought 50 years ago?


Shahbano

What is the name of that old lady?


Ali

Zubaida? Nice name right?


Shahbano

Yes………very nice. Give my regards to her and tell her that God loves those who kept their promise


Ali

What’s that suppose to mean?

Shahbano

Nothing particular……..I just said whatever came into my mind


Ali

Can I ask you one thing?


Shahbano

No you can not

Ali

You don’t know what I’m going to ask?

Shahbano

I do know……..you want to ask why I only come in the night or where do I go before the dawn


Ali

Not really


Shahbano

Then what?


Ali

Just want to take you somewhere


Shahbano

Where?


Ali

There is a grave up there. Grave of a girl Shahbano. They say that if you can eat a leaf from the berry tree there you’ll find your true love. I want to take you there. I want you to have that leaf

There is a fright in the eyes of that girl

Shahbano

I can’t go there


Ali (Getting angry)

What do you think I’m? I am not your puppy that you can drag me wherever you want. Why you are so possessive?


Shahbano

It’s not like that. I can’t explain you what it is but please bear with me. I love you and don’t want to hurt you…….and that’s all I care about. Please trust me on this 

Tears rolls over her face and Ali takes her in his arms
Ext. camp – Early morning

Ali wakes up a little early that day and finds out that teacher is going somewhere

Ali is surprised to see that instead of his usual green clothes he is wearing regular white clothes and a turban on his head. His face is hidden in the turban cloth as well. Ali gets suspicious and decides to follow him. He rides a bus and then gets down on a busy hill station which is few hours drive from there. He goes up on the hill and then sits in front of a tree. He sat there almost all day and then before evening he gets up and started descending the mountain. Ali rans towards the tree. There was nothing special except an old engraving on the trunk by probably a knife
2+2=5

EXT. Classroom

Ali is standing in the class room and all the kids are enthusiastically telling their plans


Kid #4

What about we spread the rumor that there is a saber tooth tiger on the mountains……liked the one you showed us in the movie Ice age on your computer


Ali

It is a good idea. On the positive side the jungle here is so dense that it will be difficult to verify our claim but then there are some difficulties. No one will believe us because there were no known records that saber tooth tigers ever existed in this part of the world. Secondly I don’t want these hunters to come and destroy the wild life in the jungle. And also think about the proof. How we will make anyone believe that saber tooth tiger is really here?


Kid #1

Sir…….He is stupid and his ideas are stupid as well


Ali

No…..we shouldn’t say like that. I think it was a great idea but we just need something more practical here. So who is going to share his idea next?

Kid #5

You were telling us about that world record pictures the other day. How about we create something like that…….like may be the world’s longest necklace made of cherries


Ali

I am surprised……..you guys really are thinking. For Guinness book of world record thing a lot of investment will be required even to get our event noticed


Kid #6

Can we say that there lives a talking donkey in our jungle?



Ali

No we can’t say that my little friend………how can we produce one to the people?


Kid #6

I have a donkey at home and we can put a tape recorder around his collar


Ali

Well……..Next


Kid #1 (Shyly)

Fairies festival 


Ali

What?


Kid #1

On the top of this mountain we will go carry the burning sticks in the night. People can see this from very far away and we can spread the rumor that some fairies festival is taking place there.


Ali

Bravo………….That might work. We need to work out the details but that might actually work

EXT. Mountain pathway

Ali is descending from the mountain and sees the old man working in the field. He also focuses on the tree under which a big snake is sleeping in the open

EXT. Mountain top – Shrine

Ali is putting oil in the hair of his master when he sees his colleagues from the school. They bullied him


Guy #1

This is great……if this is how one can find the true secret of life than barbers will be like saints 


Guy #2

Saint Barber…..massage specialist 


Woman #1

Is this the whole curriculum or you have some other advanced classes as well 

Ali looks embarrassed but suddenly his teacher lifts his chin and says in a strange voice to that woman

Azer

You sound pretty calm for someone going to lose everything in your life


Woman #1
What do you mean? What do you mean by losing everything?

Azer

It is about something you can’t dare to tell…………..listen closely and try to understand what I’m telling but at the same time “Not telling”. Curtains are lifted now……..curtains are lifted too high and now you go there one more time and the whole world will know it


Woman #1

Go where?


Azer
Its better that you ask this question from yourself but keep in mind…..one more time and the whole house of cards will be on the floor 

She starts to tremble and says nothing but a guy said calmly

Guy #1

It is how these guys get you. They will talk in riddles and in order to understand that riddle we ourselves put our fears in these traps.


Azer

Only she knows what I’m talking about here and you’ll know pretty soon as well. It will not be more than two moons from now that you will hear something and will realize how accurate I was


Guy #1

I don’t believe this


Azer

You want straight……..let me tell you something very openly. Nothing in the world can give you peace until you don’t return the factory to the rightful owner


Guy #1 (Shocked)

what factory…….who are you?

Azer

If you want I can elaborate on that in front of your friends in very minute detail………you want me to do that

Azer starts laughing and there is a fear in the eyes of everyone
EXT. Mountain top – Shrine

Ali is sitting by the side of his master and he is cooking something in the pot


Ali

How come you never told me anything like that?


Azer

These things are not meant to be known. Plus this jugglery can never take you towards the secret of life

Ali

What will take me there? Apparently you are not teaching me anything.


Azer

I don’t have to teach you………….He has started teaching you already and deep down you know it too


Ali

Who is He?


Azer

Don’t think about him lest you’ll lose your sanity. And don’t forget that you don’t choose Him but He chooses you. He has chosen you and now every leaf of this mountain and every breathing soul of this little town is your teacher. I am too worthless to be something of an importance to you but I’ll be a witness………..You do need a witness right


Ali

Yes………I don’t know what you are doing with this “Not doing” of yours but let me tell you that it is working

Azer smiles
EXT. Woods – Night


Ali

What is on the top of these mountains?


Shahbano

There a plains…..so big that you can walk all day but cannot reach to the other side of the mountain. And there is grass so big that it can hide me while I’m sitting………..and there are streams and birds and leopards

Ali looks curiously towards the top
EXT. Woods – Night

In the night there are many shadows with long sticks in their hands. 


Ali

You will reach those places and wait silently. Wait till you hear the sound of the “hoot” like the owl. This will be the signal. Lit your sticks and keep them high and march towards that top. Over there we will move in circles for 7 minutes and when all is over than we move silently to our homes. Everybody understands this


Kids (Multiple voices)

Yes 

EXT. Woods – Night

Ali is carrying a long stick and climbing the mountain with three kids. He sees Shahbano smiling at him while sitting on a rock. Kids doesn’t seems to took notice of her

EXT. Town – House courtyard

In the town a kid calls his father


Kid

Abba look……..what is up there?

He looks and seems amazed as the lines of fire were moving slowly up the mountain in a very organized half circle

Father

What is this?

People are coming in the streets and looking up the mountain. Some people are using their mobile phones for pictures. The movements are very organized. It is like long creatures with their fiery hair are moving up the hill. The fire reaches there and then dances in circular motions. The cunning shopkeeper is hitting his servant and asking him to bring the video camera. The servant who just got up from the sleep is totally lost like he does not understand a single word of his master. He tries to get the camera himself but then battery is not charged and he is nervously trying to set it up and when everything is ready and he exclaimed with joy

Shopkeeper

Now I will shoot this million dollar movie

with this sentence all the lights starting to extinguish one by one like those long creatures jumped into that small lake on the top and he looked dishearten 

EXT. Woods – Night


Ali

You guys did good. Now the key thing is to keep our silence. Not a single word on what we have done with anyone but talk to others and try to spread the rumor that it was the dance of fairies or festivals of spirits 

There is a sequence of phones ringing, newspaper printing, people talking, kids telling stories

EXT. Town – Road

A TV van stops at the city and two guys and girl go to the shop of the cunning shopkeeper


Girl

We came here for the fairies on the mountain story. Have you seen that?

Shopkeeper

Yes I have………..I could’ve captured everything on my camera but this stupid ass forgot to charge the battery
He looks angrily at his servant who seems frightened that his owner might beat him out of anger


Shopkeeper (Cont.)

I have this though
He shows his footing. They look at the footing but it is just the ending and they can’t make much out of it 


Shopkeeper

Is it of some value? 


Girl

This……..are you crazy. This is nothing. If you would’ve captured the whole thing then I could give you good price but this is nothing


Shopkeeper

My father always told me to be ready for the opportunity because it doesn’t come to your door very frequently. He was a very wise man you know…..First educated man of this town……….And I was ready since my childhood but this stupid mule spoiled everything. I remember once my father told me to get rid of stupid people as soon as possible even if you have to bribe them to move away but I was too kind hearted and kept this donkey

The servant doesn’t say anything

Girl

Anyway we will stay here for couple of days. I heard the rumor that it will happen again

Shopkeeper

Not sure about that…….It was 14th of moon that night so might be next 14th. But lived in this place all my life and it was the first time I’ve seen something like that

EXT. Hotel garden – Night

City people sitting around a bonfire and talking about the fairies


Guy #1

I scanned the whole mountain up there but there were no traces of anything. No footprints nothing. Its like whatever that thing was never laid foot on the earth. Like they were hovering


Guy #2

Well don’t be too hasty in your conclusions………there was this heavy rain the next day. You can’t expect footprints to stay in that rain 


Guy #3

“Why” is the question my friends we should be looking here. If it was some festival of fairies or natural spirits then why it happened only once. Why not before? We need to understand whether the night has some significance or it was totally random
EXT. Town Shop

Ali is buying some stuff from the market and couple of delivery trucks are at the shop


Shopkeeper

Give me 10 extra cases of water as well. 


Delivery man

Your business is growing


Shopkeeper

Oh yes…….I am thinking about buying some extra space. A lot of people are coming in this town after fairies and as far as I see this will only increase in future

Ali smiles while browsing something
EXT. Mountain top – Shrine

Ali is sitting with Azer on the top of the hill and they are looking at the fire and lighting in the valley


Azer

With your feet this town becomes alive………I have seen dreams hovering over the heads of every child and adult


Ali

Don’t you think it is good


Azer

In the veil of reality, dreams are no more than a small hole. And let me tell you that this old woman of destiny is very sensitive about its veil. It must have already sent someone to fix this hole


Ali

Do you mean it will not last longer?


Azer

It will not last at all


Ali

Why? Haven’t people build the whole cities on dreams……….cities like Las Vegas


Azer

You are so naïve…….people don’t build those cities destiny did and they were not made of dreams but made of stronger veils………..veils in which even dreams cannot create a hole because they themselves used the very fabric dreams are made of in order to create those veils. Veils made of dreams………that‘s what they are

Ali looks worried
EXT. Woods

Ali is roaming around with Shahbano in the jungle and he holds her hand tightly


Shahbano

You are pressing my hand too hard……….see it is getting all white


Ali

Don’t want to let you go


Shahbano

I have to go 

Ali

Why? Why you always have to go before the morning. Why can’t you just stay for one full day with me


Shahbano

I can’t……I just can’t


Ali

I’ll talk to your parents. I’ll talk to anyone but will not let you go today. 


Shahbano

If only I could stop myself

We see the first sign of light on the horizon and the sound of Azan started coming. She looks at him with tears in her eyes and then Ali leaves her hand. She runs towards the jungle. Ali slowly moving back with Azan in the background
EXT. School courtyard

Ali is with the children and they all were very excited


Kid #1

All the hotels are full here………people are even staying in people’s homes


Kid #5

Now everyone is at least staying here for a while before going further. Everyone is trying to get a picture here. You know people are selling pictures taken from mobile in 50 Rs.


Kid #1

You were right……you did brought the whole world to this valley


Kid #3

What are we going to do now?

Ali

Nothing……we need to be very careful. Any wrong move here will throw us back at square one. So just sit tight and act natural


Kid #1

But they are expecting something?


Ali

Let them expect and in the process let them be mesmerized with the real beauty this place has to offer


Kid #1

So we’ll never do this again?


Ali

At least not now…………Let me think about it and you guys don’t worry about it and enjoy the ride

Ext. Hotel Terrace

The TV crew is sitting in the hotel terrace. A kid from school whose father is a waiter in that hotel is standing near them with his father. The girl says to the waiter


Girl

Khan sb. Nothing is working out. My office people are calling every day. They want us back. We might have to go back tomorrow


Waiter

What can I say madam?

Girl

There must be someone who can tell us more about all this. I can pay him good deal of money as well.


Waiter

I’ll ask around but yet I didn’t heard anything from anyone


Girl

Hmm………Ok but do look out
She closes her eyes and lays back on the chair. The waiter goes and the other crew members go into their rooms. The kid comes near the woman. Woman opens her eyes

Girl

You are still here?


Kid #3

You said you’ll pay good money for the secret.


Girl

Yes I’ll will…….you know something about that


Kid #3

How much money? Will I be able to buy eyes for my sister? She can’t see you know but the doctor said that her eyes can be all right if we can pay for the operation


Girl

That is possible but depends what you can give us in return


Kid #3

I’ll tell you everything……..the whole secret

The woman gets up and looks at him with interest
EXT. Camp 

Ali is searching the room of Azer and is trying to find something. He finds a bag in his trunk. In the bag there are certificates and pictures of a handsome guy (Azer) with a beautiful woman. There is one picture with the tree trunk on which there was written 2+2=5. On the back of the picture someone has written it
“Something to comeback to if the waves will took us apart. We’ll wait each other on the first Friday of the month”

Ali found the appointment letter of the guy in a college as assistant professor of psychology and noted down the details on his writing pad
EXT. woods - Night 

Kid #3
People are going back already. They are not going to stay forever. We need to do something 

Kid #1

But the teacher said we should wait

Kid #3

For him this is a game but for us this is one opportunity that can change the fate of this town. If these people will leave then everyone will forget the incidence. We need to do something now so that they can capture it on TV camera. Once this is done then our town will live forever


Kid #1

I don’t know………..Don’t want to do it without teacher


Kid #5

He is not going to do it……….I can tell you that 


Kid #3

Let us do this one last time and we will tell teacher that it was for the town
Most of the kids nodded their heads
EXT. School courtyard - Morning

Ali came to the school


Ali

I have to go for couple of days for an urgent work. You guys try to be good


Kids #1

Where are you going? 


Ali

Can’t tell but will be back soon

He left the school and one kids said slowly

Kid #3

We need to do this tonight before he comes back

INT. City College

Ali entered the room of the college principal with an old peon. Peon said to the professor


Peon

Sir he was asking about Professor Azer in the college……I brought him straight to you


Principal

Thank you baba jee. You can go now
The peon leaves the room

Principal

You can sit 
Ali sat on the chair


Principal

Now what is your relation to Azer?


Ali

He studied with my brother in college. I was in the city so my brother requested me to pay him a visit.


Principal

So you know nothing about him?


Ali

About what?

Principal

About what happened to him?


Ali

No……..is he okay?


Principal

It is a strange story. Even I can hardly believe when I try to remember it. He was our most brilliant professor. He had done his doctorate from states and decided to come back here. I even advised him myself he should either go back to US or join some expensive hospital but all he wanted to do is to teach. He was also writing a novel and I have hardly seen anyone happy in this kind of life.


Ali

Then what happened?


Principal

Well he met Ramsha……..one of his very bright student and they become closer and fell into that Platonic love as they say……we always find them arguing and having discussions. I myself tried to talk to him that this kind of student teacher relation will not be accepted in society and he listened to me and married to her.


Ali

And?


Principal

Well they got married and lived happy I guess for a while but then the realities of life crept in their lives. Ramsha was pushing him to do some job with a real growth prospect and there was tension between them. Then all of a sudden we heard that he killed someone he finds in his home. Probably his wife was having an affair with him.  He was tried and convicted by the court and sentenced to death. That day he ran away from the court and nobody ever heard of him since then.


Ali

That is some story


Principal

Yes a story that has no moral but nevertheless……….that’s what life is


Ali

Any chance that you know something about the whereabouts of her wife?

EXT. Mountain top – Night

Children have gathered and are moving up the hill with their sticks. Shahbano is watching them climbing up the hill and she looked worried

They reached at the top and with the hoot of owl they started climbing up. In the town a number of people were watching this with amazement. They were trying to zoom in with their cameras and looking at them. Children reached the top and started circling around when suddenly the TV camera appeared and the reporter was talking

Girl

So the secret behind the fairies festival uncovered now

Children started running and crew catch two kids and trying to ask questions

Girl

Why you guys were doing this? 
Kids were speechless
Voice faded and there were glimpses of TV shots where different people are discussing the event

Man #1

Teachers like that should be hanged for corrupting the youth 


Man # 2

He shouldn’t be allowed in the school again 

Intellectual (TV show)

It shows how sick our society is becoming. How dreams are overshadowing reality


Woman

My son was just 11 year old……please leave him alone

EXT. City (Multiple shots)

Few quick scenes of people and cars leaving the city and a sad music in the background

EXT. City House – Courtyard

RAMSHA was standing in her courtyard with two kids playing and Ali went near her


Ali

Can I talk to you for a minute?


Ramsha

What is this about?


Ali

About your husband?


Ramsha

What happened to Ahmed?


Ali

I mean your previous husband? Prof. Azer

Ramsha (Looked worried)

Who are you?


Ali

I met your husband and he still loves you like anything


Ramsha

Don’t know what to say…….I guess it is better for him to never come back. Police will catch him if he tried to come back


Ali

I agree but can’t you go to him? 


Ramsha

I can’t………don’t you see I have a different life now. I have children and husband. A woman cannot live alone in this world


Ali

I understand……….may be if you can go once to him he can rest in peace


Ramsha

No…….and if you don’t go right now I have to call the police


Ali

There is no need for that………I am going. Just one last question………….did you ever……..at least once loved him?


Ramsha

I loved him and I still love him………but love is not what you see in movies or read in books.  You are floating on a wild river on a plank and have no control where it is taking you and love is nothing more than a sweet flower that you find on your way. It can ride with you. It can give a smile on your face. But it has nothing to do with where that plank is taking you. We are wide apart now there is no point for me to even think about him. Tell him to forget me as well

EXT. Town – Road

Ali entered the town and it looks deserted. The few people who saw him on the street looks him with despise on their faces. 

He moved up the hill and saw the school which was closed. He saw the teacher sitting on the chair and writing something. When he heard the footsteps he saw him and said

Teacher

You have the nerves to come back here?


Ali

What happened?


Teacher

Everyone knows about your scam now. You bring shame to this town. I don’t want to see you around the kids or school from now on

EXT. Mountain top – Shrine

Ali is sitting with his teacher


Azer

The guys are fool. But you should be careful from now on. They came here as well and forcing me to throw you out from here but I told them plainly that you are the guest of this saint and I am in no position to throw you out………..But they are very angry so you shouldn’t go there now

EXT. Town

Ali went to the city and people started to gather

They were saying different things to him

Man #1

You brought shame on us


Man #2

You told children to do this crazy thing….what you were thinking? Now nobody will ever spit in this place

He started walking and then one guy pushed him by saying

Man #3

Don’t you walk away from us like nothing happened

He fell on the ground and there was mud on his face. In the meanwhile Baba Rehmat came and said to the people

Baba Rehmat

Don’t do anything that you’ll regret later. He did nothing wrong. Whatever he did was for the town. I don’t agree with the path he has chosen but look at the intent. He risked all this shame and humiliation for us. This is the time when we should be consoling him rather hurting him. 


Man #1

Baba everyone is making jokes about it………all this because of him


Baba Rehmat

At least they are making jokes now….Don’t you see he finally brought us on the map. Now at least we are somebody

He took the hand of Ali and takes him away. The child was looking at him and he has tears in his eyes
EXT. Mountain Pathway

Ali was moving with Baba Rehmat when the kid comes in front of him


Kid #3

It is all my fault. Please forgive me


Ali

You don’t worry Rashid……you don’t worry. Everything will be all right


Kid #3

No everything will not be all right…….I brought shame to the whole village. I told the TV lady of our plan but she only said that she will capture it on camera. I never knew that she was going to do this


Ali

These TV people have no emotions………its not your fault. 


Kid #3

I did it because she said she will give me money for the operation of my sister


Ali

I am not asking anything from you. Good thing is that your sister will be able to see now

The kid cries and holds Ali

Ali

It will be all right………It will be all right

EXT. Baba Rehmat house

Ali went to Baba Rehmat home and talked to his wife


Zubaida

So how is Shahbano?


Ali

Who? What are you talking about?


Zubaida (looked perplexed)

What I meant was that girl you met few weeks ago?


Ali

Why you called her Shahbano? Shahbano was the name of the girl in a grave……..isn’t it?


Zubaida

Yes


Ali

Then why you called that girl Shahbano?


Zubaida

Just slipped out of my tongue

She goes inside and leaves him thinking
EXT. Graveyard

Ali is sitting near the grave of Shahbano and is looking at it. He sits there till the night falls. He was sitting there when Shahbano came to him

Shahbano

What are you thinking?


Ali

I am thinking about you…..e.g. who are you?


Shahbano

Don’t start again


Ali

I don’t know what game you are playing……but I am fed up of this thing. You need to tell me everything about yourself or I’ll not talk to you any more


Shahbano

Don’t do this to me………Why can’t you enjoy the moments that we can spend together. Why my past, my belonging are more important than me


Ali

No more words madam………I need truth. Nothing but the truth tonight

Shahbano

Truth is that I love you


Ali

Why you are coming to me. I know that you are not real. You are Shahbano. You belong to this grave not here……not outside


Shahbano

I belong with you. I was in this grave because I wanted to be with you. Can’t you understand? Can’t you listen to your own heart?


Ali

No I cannot…………You need to tell everything about you or I’ll leave you forever


Shahbano

Don’t do this to me Ali……..Don’t do this to me or I’ll die


Ali

You are already dead
Ali stood up and walked out with determination while the cries of Shahbano can be heard
EXT. Baba Rehmat house

Ali went to the old lady and asked her about Shahbano


Ali

Tell me who Shahbano is? Please tell me or I’ll die


Zubaida

What can I tell you about her? She was like a cool breeze in our mundane lives. To me she was the very source of life. When she was around even the flowers were more alive. She was my best friend. She has shown me places that I could never have dared to go if she were not with me. Ah……I am still living and she like a cool breeze came and went back


Ali

Then what happened?


Zubaida

That I don’t know. Nobody knows what happened. People were saying different things. Some said that there was some mysterious disease that ate her from inside…….within weeks she lost like half of her weight. Her brothers took her to hospitals but no one could understand her problem. Some people said that she was possessed by some Jinn…….there were people who heard her talking with someone in the night on the pathways. There were people who thought she fell in love with someone and that person left her……..so nobody really knows what happened to her. She just got sick and become so weak that she was not able to even walk and then one day she sent me to the fair and make me promise that I’ll bring bangles from her…….When I came home she was dead already


Ali
If she is dead then how can I see her?


Zubaida

I have no idea……..nobody ever saw her in this way. Not even me though I was her best friend. People experienced strange things when they ate the leaves and found their true loves but other than that no one ever saw her………….so I don’t know why she is doing it but let me tell you that she is a wonderful person. The best I ever knew in my life
EXT. Mountain top - Shrine


Ali

Everyone hates me now


Azer

You are lucky to be at a position where people can hate you. 


Ali

What do you mean?


Azer

There are millions of people who tried very hard………worked slavishly in offices they don’t like in the hope that one day they will become something. There are people who are living with their wives they don’t love in the hope that at the end somehow everything will be all right……but this is their biggest mistake. Everything will not be all right. No magical moment will turn them from insects to human beings. In order to become something you need to take a bold step…..like you did


Ali

You liked what I did?


Azer

Not really……….it was a stupid idea from the beginning but at least you did something. And that is what matters at the end…….That you played the game


Ali

You said it very rightly but how come you can’t practice this yourself


Azer

What do you mean?


Ali

Where do you go on the first Friday of every month?


Azer

What are you talking about?


Ali

I know everything………..I know about 2+2=5


Azer

You don’t know anything………….This is love


Ali
Nor sir…….this is not love. You are a prisoner of moment and all your knowledge and mystical powers are unable to pull you out of that moment. You know why they are not successful?


Azer

Why?


Ali

Because you don’t want to come out………this is your hideout.


Azer

You are right from your point of view………..you are right because you never loved someone and you are right because you don’t know her as I knew her


Ali

I met her yesterday you know


Azer

What?


Ali

I went to her and told her about you and how you still loved her and you know what she said…………..She said that there is no point for me to even think about him………Can you imagine. She was playing with her two sons in a luxury home and in her life you are not even a footnote now

The teacher looked worried
EXT. Mountain pathway

Ali was walking down the hill where he heard two farmers talking


Farmer #1

Have you heard that the berry tree got dried up in one night? I never heard such a thing


Farmer #2

In one night? 


Farmer #1

Yes it was all right yesterday but now there is not a single green leaf left on the plant


Farmer #2

This is strange


Farmer #1

It is all because of these evil spirits. Try not to go there otherwise they will haunt you in your dreams

Ali listens quietly and then runs towards that top. When he reaches there he sees that tree is totally dried up now. He stays on the grave for a while and cries
EXT. Baba Rehmat – House

Ali comes back to the house of Baba Rehmat 


Ali

Baba! Can I stay here with you

Baba Rehmat

You can live here as long as you want


Ali

I mean I don’t want to go back. Is it possible that I live with you forever?


Baba Rehmat

This place is not for you my son


Ali

Why? You don’t like me


Baba Rehmat

This is not a point of liking you or not………this town is different than your city. It seems very serene to your but life here is not what you know about life


Ali

You don’t know what life is in the city but I do know and I can compare both lives. I want to live here


Baba Rehmat

No you cannot


Ali

I’ll not be a burden to you. I’ll buy some land and work on it. Just let me live with you


Baba Rehmat

I am telling you that it is not possible

Baba Rehmat leaves for fields and his wife looks helplessly towards Ali. Ali follows Baba Rehmat

Ali

Baba please………try to understand what I’m saying


Baba Rehmat

I understand but the problem is that you don’t…………..Let me tell you a story. When I was old enough to go in the fields with my father he forbade me from a thing. He told me not to put my hand in the hollow tree as a big snake lived there. I never dared to put my hand there but curiosity was always there and I gave this part of me to my son. When he was old enough to go with me to the fields I told him never to put his hand in that hollow tree as a snake lived there. But he was not like me………or probably he was more like me than even myself. He always roamed around that hole. He put water in it and stones in it and then one day the snake bit him. He died on the spot and now I see that snake taking rest in the sun everyday and I don’t do anything


Ali

Why don’t you kill that snake?


Baba Rehmat

That is the point my son………There is a place where people take revenge and that is called city and there is a place where people live in peaceful co-existence even with their worst enemies. This is the place you want to live now


Ali

I don’t understand……..why can’t you kill that snake?


Baba Rehmat
How many things I have to kill and destroy to make my revenge. There is this old well here where my father fell and we found his body all blue after three days. The guy who broke my jaw I married to his sister. I told you this place is different. You’ll not be able to live here

He went into his fields and started working while Ali stood on the same spot and things becoming out of focus for him
EXT. Mountain top – Shrine

Ali comes back on the top and sees that his teacher shaved his beard and wore his pant shirt


Azer

I hope that you don’t mind that I took the liberty to use your clothes


Ali

No………I don’t mind but……where are you going?


Azer

You know where I’m going


Ali

No……..you are not going there. It is not safe. You have a wonderful life here. Over there no one is waiting for you except police


Azer

I guess I need to find that out for myself


Ali

Bu…..But. you still have to teach me


Azer

You have graduated from this school my son……you don’t need me now. Farewell and be good

Teacher started descending from the mountain
EXT. Woods 

Ali is wandering in the woods and near the grave and calling Shahbano but no one was there. Jungle was haunting him from all sides

EXT. Fields

Baba Rehmat reaches his field and sees that snake is dead and his head is crushed with a stone

He looks around and sees a guy moving with his animals. He asks loudly

Baba Rehmat

Have you seen Ali?


Villager

I saw him going towards the town in the morning

A smile comes on the face of Baba Rehmat
EXT. Town ship

Ali is sitting on the corner of the shop apparently waiting for the bus. 
An old woman comes to the shop and asked the prices of few things like milk and sugar but then only buys flour and pulses. When she was about to leave Ali sees that shopkeeper slipped two packs of milk and a bag of sugar in her bag

Ali (VO)

If that leech is capable of doing such a heroic task then I shouldn’t stop believing on a moment when I can become something as well. We are no God to remain firm all our lives but being human being is to find some special moment when we can get over this mundane life and become a part of something truly magnificent.  The biggest mistake we can make is to stop believing on ourselves

EXT. Fields

Baba Rehmat is telling the story of Ali to a group of college boys


Baba Rehmat

Prof. Azer was caught by the police……apparently his wife called them and was hanged within couple of months and Nobody ever heard of Ali again. Some people say that he went back to his city and now become a big businessman like his father. Some people and my wife is one of them think that he is living in another world with Shahbano. Do you know that the day he disappeared the berry tree become green again? Kids are still thinking that he is here hiding and planning his next act to bring this town on the face of the world………. But I like to think that he didn’t go back……rather he went up the mountains where there are plains so big that a person cannot reach the other end in weeks. He went up there and lost in the immense beauty of that thing and living there in peaceful co-existence

EXT. Woods

Camera moving up the hills, through the woods and reached at the top where there is a big plane where wind is moving the long grass and flowers and there were many animals roaming around

Music becoming louder and louder

The End

