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An inner-city teen struggles to accept her beauty while dealing with family drama and jealousy from female peers at school.    
SETTING:  Modern day Tacoma, Washington.  Hilltop area.

CAST OF CHARACTERS:
AMANDA WLLIS:  Our main character, Amanda is a smart and pretty 15 year-old of mixed heritage.  She is half-Black and half-Hispanic.

CARA:  Cara is Amanda’s 13 year-old sister who is a gangster wannabe.  She is also somewhat emotionally unbalanced.  Amanda does not get along with her sister, Cara, though she does express concern for her.  
LINDA:  Linda is Amanda’s mom.  She works 2 jobs and has a tendency to go through men quickly.  She can be warm and tender but can also be harsh.  Linda is in her 30’s.  She had Amanda when she was still a teenager.  She is of Hispanic descent.  Linda is somewhat of a passive parent, letting her kids do what they want because she is too tired to deal with them.  Linda has a thing for younger men.  
ED:  Ed is Amanda’s 8 year-old brother who is sort of a lost child.  He looks up to his sister, Cara, even though she bullies him.  He has already started experimenting with drugs courtesy of Cara and her friends.  

ELLIS:  Ellis is Linda’s boyfriend at the beginning of the movie.  Ellis is a laid back Black guy who smokes pot and doesn’t work.  He is in his late 20’s.

HAM:  Ham is Linda’s boyfriend by the end of the movie.  Ham is a narcissistic Black male.  He is also in his twenties.  

MS. SINCLAIR:  Ms. Sinclair is a teacher that Amanda confides in.  Ms. Sinclair is a strong, confident Black woman who is soft-spoken and teaches English.  Ms. Sinclair is a deep person with good morals.

BRITTANY BOSS:  Brittany is Amanda’s best friend.  She is a teen mother and is dating an older guy.  She is a Black girl with beautiful skin and “good” hair.  Brittany is not afraid to speak her mind.
SHANNON SCZCECH:  Shannon becomes superficial friends with Amanda.  She is also very pretty and has blonde hair and blue eyes.  She has a huge ego and tends to be very superficial.  

PRIMA:  Prima is a nemesis of Amanda’s.  She is an ugly Black girl who likes bully others and is loud-mouthed.  

ASTRID:  Astrid is a Caucasian teenager who is jealous of Amanda and bullies her in an indirect way.  Astrid is neither pretty nor ugly.  She is just plain-looking.  
ELMER LEWIS:  Elmer becomes a friend of Amanda’s during the movie.  He is an emo teen who has black hair and looks like the lead singer of The Cure.  He is a dark person but also a very interesting and mild-mannered person.

CHRISSY:  Chrissy is the typical teenage girl who is judgmental of others and compares people.  She is in Amanda’s circle of friends.  Chrissy is of mixed heritage.

DOROTHY:  Dorothy is a girl that Amanda has lunch with.  She is the sweetest girl and is also of mixed heritage.

MOOCH:  Mooch is a student at Amanda’s school who likes to mooch off everyone.  That is why they call him Mooch.  He is a light-skinned black guy.  Despite his irritating nature, everyone seems to like him.
MURRAY HANSON:  Murray is a good-looking, popular, Black male at Amanda’s school who Amanda ends up going to a dance with and getting raped by.
MISTY HANSON:  Misty is Murray’s twin.  This is a small part in the movie.  Misty is a chubby Black girl with a pretty face but an ugly body and unruly hair.
TREAT:  Treat is Murray’s best friend.  He is also a Black male.

CRAIG:  Craig is a Black male who is a basketball player for the high school.  He is tall and handsome and charming.
PENNY:  Penny is a girl of mixed heritage and who is friends with Amanda at the beginning of the movie but cares too much about what people think to remain her friend through all the drama.  
EDWINA:  Edwina is a Black girl who is friends with Prima.  She is very jealous of Amanda.  She has Eczema that is visible on her face.  
DOUGLAS:  Douglas is Brittany’s baby.  He is anywhere from 6 to 9 months old.  He is an easy-going baby.  

MOOKIE:  Mookie is a friend of Cara’s who does whatever Cara tells him to do.  He is a passive Black kid who is kind of Cara’s side kick.

SMALL PARTS:  Steve, Shawn, Pregnant Girl 1, Pregnant Girl 2, Prima’s friend, Emo kid, Mrs. Beattie, Brittany’s mom, Mark Lindgren, Pietro Wilt, Duke, Gossiper 1, Gossiper 2, Gossiper 3, and Gossiper 4, and Some Boy.
1
INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                              1

The movie opens to Amanda getting ready for school, putting on minimal make-up.  The song 32 Flavors by Ani Di Franco is playing as the opening credits start over the scene.  Cara wanders into Amanda’s room.

CARA

Have you seen my rubberbands?

AMANDA

No, I don’t use your rubberbands.

Cara leaves Amanda’s room and Amanda continues with her make-up.

2
INT.  BRITTANY’S HOUSE                                                                   2
Brittany is getting ready for school.  She has three different outfits laid out on her bed and she is deciding which one to wear.  Her son, Douglas, is in his plan and is happy and bouncy as he watches his mother getting ready for school.

BRITTANY

What do you think Douglas?  Which outfit is the cutest?

Brittany’s mom pops her head in the room.

MRS. BOSS

I’ve got your toast ready and I got his cereal ready.

BRITTANY

Can you feed him for me, mom?

Mrs. Boss scoops up Douglas and takes him out of the room.

3
INT.  SHANNON’S HOUSE                                                                             3

Shannon is getting ready for school as her house.  She is in the bathroom with her two sisters and they are getting ready at the same time.  Shannon is curling her hair and spraying hairspray on the curls.  One of her sisters is blow-drying her hair and the other one is applying make-up.

4
INT.  SCHOOL HALLWAY                                                                     4
It is before 1rst period and Amanda is at her locker, getting her books for first period.  She is approached by a friend, Penny.

PENNY

Amanda!  What up, girlfriend?

AMANDA

Hey, Penny.

A black girl, Edwina, passes by them with a popular boy, Mark, who notices Amanda and smiles at her and addresses her.

MARK

What’s up?

EDWINA

Ew!  Don’t talk to her!  

They keep walking down the hall and when they are out of sight, Penny turns to Amanda.

PENNY

What was that all about?

AMANDA

I don’t know.

PENNY

You got beef with Edwina?

AMANDA

No.  I don’t even know her that well.

PENNY

Well, you will have beef with her if Mark Lindgren is looking at you.  
AMANDA

Are they dating?

PENNY

Not yet but she’s working on him.  That’s what the word is.

A couple of pregnant girls are now walking down the hall with Brittany, a friend of Amanda’s.  Brittany has a clipboard and she and the girls stop and address Amanda and Penny.

BRITTANY

Amanda!  Penny!  You guys gotta sign this petition.

PENNY

What’s it for?

BRITTANY
It’s so this school can have a daycare.

A boy, Steve, walks by the group and addresses them as he’s passing by.

STEVE

Don’t sign it.
Brittany calls after him.

BRITTANY

Shut up, Steve!  Anyway, as I was saying…teenage pregnancy is on the rise and us young moms need more support.

A popular girl, Shawn, is overhearing the conversation and lends her opinion.

SHAWN

You all shouldn’t have gotten knocked up in the first place.

Shawn walks away and Amanda grabs the clipboard.

AMANDA

I’ll sign it.

As she’s signing, she asks Brittany something.

AMANDA

So, how’s Douglas doing?

BRITTANY

Oh, he’s good.  My mom’s watching him today.
One of the girls with Brittany feels her pregnant stomach.

PREGNANT GIRL 1

Oh, she just kicked.

PREGNANT GIRL 2

Mine never kicks.

BRITTANY

Douglas never kicked either but I think it’s because he’s mellow.

PREGNANT GIRL 1

As long as I don’t have a screamer.

PREGNANT GIRL 2

Or a baby with a crying cowlick.

PENNY

I’ll sign it too.

Penny signs the petition.

BRITTANY

Thanks ladies.  Amanda, call me after school.

AMANDA

Will do.

5
INT.  CLASSROOM                                                                                           5
It is math class and the teacher is lecturing.  Penny passes Amanda a piece of paper with a bunch of guys’ names on it on a scale of 1-10.  The next name is “Pietro”.  Amanda looks at a Hispanic guy who picks his nose and eats it.  She recoils and puts down a “-3” next to his name.  She passes the paper back to Penny who giggles.  Penny passes the paper back to her with the name “Murray” on it.  Penny has written a “7” next to his name.  Amanda looks at him and writes down “9.5” and hands the paper back to Penny.  Penny looks at it surprised.

PENNY

Really?  That’s your highest so far and you’re a tough rater!

Another really pretty girl, Shannon, has been watching them.

SHANNON

What are you guys doing?

Penny puts the piece of paper away.

PENNY

Nothing.
6
INT.  LUNCHROOM                                                                                          6
Penny and Amanda enter the lunch room and look around, slightly intimidated.

PENNY

The dreaded lunchroom.  A freshman’s worst nightmare.

Penny’s brother, Wilt, walks by and taps her on the shoulder.

WILT

Whatever you do, don’t sit there.  Seniors only.  How you doing, Amanda?

AMANDA

Hi, Wilt.  How are you?

He ignores her and sits down at the seniors table.

AMANDA

Your brother really got buff over the summer.  I think his stock just doubled.
They see a couple of girls surround him at the table.

PENNY

Let’s go sit by Dorothy and Chrissy.
Penny leads them to a table where two girls are sitting, Dorothy and Chrissy.

PENNY
Hey, Dorothy, can we join you?

DOROTHY

Sure.  The more, the merrier.  Hi, Amanda.  Are you in Orchestra this year?
AMANDA

No, my mom pawned my violin.

DOROTHY

You’re kidding!  I’d kill my mom if she did that to me.

A popular Black guy, Craig, who is a Junior and a good basketball player is sitting at a table with a bunch of guys.  He looks over at Amanda as he says this next line to the guys he is sitting with, including Steve.

CRAIG

Freshman girls equals fresh meat.

STEVE

Go get them, Craig.

Craig walks over to Amanda and sits down next to her.  The group of Black girls sitting nearby notice this and comment on it in the background.  One of the biggest girls, named Prima, says this next line to her friend.
PRIMA
Who’s Craig talking to?

PRIMA’S FRIEND
I don’t know who that bitch is.

The camera pans back to Amanda and her friends.  

CRAIG

Hi, there.  I’m Craig.  I don’t believe we’ve met.

AMANDA

I’m Amanda.
CRAIG

You got a man, Amanda?

AMANDA

No.

CRAIG

Can I holla at you?

AMANDA

No, I can hear you just fine.

The Black girls sitting near by are listening in and a couple of them say this next line.

BLACK GIRLS

Ooh!  
CRAIG
Can I get wit you?

Amanda is visibly nervous.

AMANDA

No, that’s OK.

PRIMA
Oh, no, she didn’t.

Craig makes a dismissive gesture towards her and walks away.  One of the black girls, Prima, approaches Amanda.

PRIMA
Did you just diss my brother?

AMANDA

Excuse me?  What?

PRIMA
Don’t act like your deaf, bitch.  I said, did you just diss my brother?  Craig is my brother.  No one disses him.

One of the other Black girls gets up and whispers in Prima’s ear.
PRIMA

Cara is your sister?

AMANDA

Yeah.

PRIMA

You’re lucky that she’s your sister.  Next time, it won’t matter that she’s your sister.

Prima leaves.  

PENNY

Wow, that was intense.  Prima was gonna kick your ass.  

DOROTHY

Who’s your sister?

AMANDA

Oh, she’s crazy so people are afraid of her.  She’s a crypt or so she says.
CHRISSY

A what?

Dorothy elbows Chrissy.

DOROTHY

She’s in the gangs.

PENNY

Man, Amanda, it’s only the first month of school and already both Edwina and Prima are after you.  How do you do it?
DOROTHY

Everybody harbors a secret resentment for the prettiest girl in the room.  It’s from that Ani DiFranco song.  

CHRISSY

I love that song.

AMANDA

I’m not as pretty as Shannon.

Amanda gestures towards a pretty blonde with blue eyes who was in her math class.

PENNY

Now, that’s a tough call.

The song “32 Flavors” by Ani Di Franco leads us out of this scene and into the next.  

7
INT.  CLASSROOM                                                                                   7
It is English class and the teacher, Ms. Sinclair has a poem from Langston Hughes on the board.

MS. SINCLAIR

The cool, calm face of the river asked me for a kiss.  This poem of Langston Hughes’ is only one line and yet this one line says so much.  So your assignment is to write a page on what it says.

A boy named Mooch raises his hand. 

MS. SINCLAIR

Yes, Mooch.

MOOCH
Double spaced or single spaced?
MS. SINCLAIR

It’s only one page, Mooch.  I think you can handle single spaced.  
Mooch rolls his eyes.  

MS. SINCLAIR

Before I hand back your original poems from last week, I would like to read one that really stood out to me.  It’s called “Porcelain Skin”.
As Ms. Sinclair reads the poem aloud, Amanda starts to shrink in her chair because she is embarrassed that Ms. Sinclair is sharing her poem with the class.
MS. SINCLAIR

Nice job, Amanda.  Elmer, I really liked yours too but it was a little too dark to read aloud.  

Elmer is an Emo kid who looks like the lead singer of The Cure.  He sits next to Amanda in this class.  Ms. Sinclair starts to hand back the poems everyone wrote.  Shannon, who sits in front of Amanda, turns around to talk to her.

SHANNON

What a great poem, Amanda.  I totally relate to it.

AMANDA

Thanks.

Astrid, who sits in front of Amanda, taps Amanda on the shoulder.  Amanda turns around.

ASTRID

I just wanted to let you know that your tag’s hanging out.

AMANDA

Oh, thanks.

Amanda sticks her tag back in her shirt.  Amanda looks over at Elmer.

AMANDA

Hey, Elmer.

ELMER

Yeah.

AMANDA

Could I read your poem?  I like dark stuff.

He hands her his poem.

ELMER

Sure.  You know, if you like dark stuff, you should check out my band.  I write all the lyrics.

He takes a flyer out of his envelope and hands it to her.

AMANDA

Cool.  I’ll check out your website and try to make it to a show.

Elmer walks off as Amanda starts to read his poem.  The title of the poem is “Dirty Sex” but the poem is never shared with the audience.  
8
INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                         8
Amanda gets home from school and goes to her room.  She hears a muffled moan coming from her closet.  It is her younger brother, Ed, tied up with duck tape over his mouth.  

AMANDA

What the fuck, Ed?

Amanda takes the tape off his mouth.

ED

Cara tied me up.

AMANDA

Not again.  

Cara and a group of her friends enter the house.  Cara sees Amanda untying Ed and starts laughing.

AMANDA

It’s not funny, Cara.  We’re you just gonna leave him here?

CARA

No, me and my homies just got bored.  We was gonna untie him when he learned his lesson to mind his own business.

ED

I didn’t even do anything.

CARA

You know what you did, boy!

AMANDA

It doesn’t matter what he did.  No one deserves to be tied up like this.

One of Cara’s male friends, Mookie, makes a move towards Ed.

MOOKIE

You alright, lil’ man?

CARA

Back up, Mookie.  Leave him alone.

Mookie backs up and Cara leaves with her group of friends.  Cara calls out to her siblings as she leaves the house.
CARA

Nobody messes with Lady Criminal.  

The rest of this scene shows Cara and her minions doing different illegal activities related to gang life as the song “How We Operate” by Gomez is playing.  
9
INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                                 9
The family, except Cara, is hanging out in the living room.  Amanda is doing her homework.  Ed is just sitting there watching TV.  Ellis, Linda’s boyfriend, is addressing Linda.

ELLIS

Linda, you need to whoop some ass.  My mama would never let us behave like this.

LINDA

I don’t spank my children, Ellis.  And don’t you ever lay a hand on them.

ELLIS

Damn kids are spoiled.  Spoiled rotten.

AMANDA

Then, what are you gonna do, mom?  This is the second time that she’s tied him up.  And do you know that she’s smoking dope again?
LINDA

She’s just experimenting.  It’s a phase she’ll grow out of.

Ellis takes a toke of his blunt.

ELLIS

This stuff is from the earth.  It’s good for you.  I started smoking at her age too.
AMANDA

Yeah, and look at you.

ELLIS

What is that supposed to mean?

AMANDA

Mom, I think she’s selling it too.

ED

She is selling it.

LINDA

Don’t you follow her, Ed.  I’ll talk to her.  
AMANDA

That’s what you said last time.

LINDA

Amanda, I’m the parent.

AMANDA

Then act like it.

Amanda storms into her room.  She turns one some classical music on her stereo.  Linda sighs and ruffles Ed’s afro.

LINDA

You OK, son?

ED

Yeah.

LINDA
I’ll talk to her.  She’s just trying to fit in with the other kids in this neighborhood by acting tough.
ELLIS

What you talking about?  That girl’s the worst of the bunch!  She’s the ring leader!  They are all trying to fit in with her!
LINDA

Ellis, you need to go.

ELLIS

Man, whatever.

Ellis picks up his jacket and leaves the house.  
10
INT.  FIRST PERIOD SCIENCE CLASS                                                       10
It is science class and Edwina is giving a presentation on Anglerfish.  Most of the class isn’t paying attention and some kids are sleeping.  One kid has his earphones on.  

EDWINA

There are many different types of luminescent fish.  There are moon jelly fish.

She shows a picture.

EDWINA

There are Butterfly fish.

She shows a picture.

EDWINA 

There are cookie cutter sharks.

She shows a picture.

EDWINA

As you can see, some of these fish are beautiful when they are using bioluminescence.  The exception to this may be the Anglerfish.

She shows a picture and looks at Amanda.  Shannon gives an audible gasp at the picture.  She says this next line to Amanda.

SHANNON

Now that is an ugly fish.

Shannon flips her hair.

EDWINA

Anglerfish are one of the luminescent fish who use their luminescence as a lure to attract prey.

Again she looks at Amanda.

EDWINA 

Angler fish live in open water and like to dwell at the bottom of the deep sea or on the continental shelf.  Though they appear very beautiful to their prey, they are in fact, truly ugly, hideous really.

She again looks at Amanda.

EDWINA

They have an ugly fleshy growth on their head called the esca that emits lights.  They also have large, upward pointing mouths as you can see.  They can swallow prey twice as large as their entire body.  

Shannon whispers to Amanda.  

SHANNON

Why does she keep looking at you?

AMANDA 

I don’t know, maybe because she’s weird.  

SHANNON

And what’s wrong with her skin?  She looks like a leper or something.

Another female overhears their conversation, gossiper 1.

11
INT.  SAME DAY, SECOND PERIOD                                                             11
Gossiper 1 is telling another girl, we’ll call gossiper 2, about what she heard during 1rst period.  

GOSSIPER 1

Guess what?

GOSSIPER 2

What?

GOSSIPER 1

You know Shannon Sczcech and Amanda Willis?

GOSSIPER 2 

Yeah, they both think they’re all that.

GOSSIPER 1

They were calling Edwina a leper?

GOSSIPER 2 

What?!?

GOSSIPER 1 

Yeah, I mean Edwina’s a bitch but nobody deserves to be called a leper.

12
INT.  THIRD PERIOD, SAME DAY                                                                12
During the next period, Gossiper 2 tells Gossiper 3 her own version of what she heard.

GOSSIPER 2 

You know Amanda?

GOSSIPER 3  

That really pretty mixed girl?

GOSSIPER 2

Yeah.  Well, she called Edwina a leper.

GOSSIPER 3

Wow that’s mean?

Prima has overheard their conversation.  

PRIMA

Who called Edwina what?

GOSSIPER 2

Oh, I just heard that during 1rst period, Amanda called Edwina a leper.

PRIMA 

What?  Edwina’s my home girl!  I should really kick her ass.

A fourth girl, we’ll call gossiper 4, over hears Prima saying this.

13
INT.  FOURTH PERIOD, SAME DAY                                                          13
Gossiper 4 approaches Amanda at the start of 4th period which is Ms. Sinclair’s class.
GOSSIPER 4

You’re Amanda, right?

AMANDA 

Yeah.  

GOSSIPER 4  

Were you talking shit about Edwina this morning?

AMANDA 

No.  I mean, I don’t really like her but I think she already knows that.  Why?

GOSSIPER 4

Well, Prima wants to kick your ass.  Just wanted to warn you.

AMANDA 

Why does she want to kick my ass?  Just ‘cause I don’t like Edwina and I won’t kiss her ass?  If I don’t like somebody, I don’t like them.  Period.  Prima can’t make me like Edwina by kicking my ass.

Elmer looks on concerned as he overhears the conversation.

GOSSIPER 4

Well, the word is that Prima wants to kick your ass.

14
EXT.  SCHOOL COURTYARD                                                                  14
Amanda is hanging out in the courtyard after lunch with Penny and Shannon.  Prima comes walking up to them looking angry.  She addresses Amanda.

PRIMA

Girl, I hear you’ve been giving Dweenie some shit.

AMANDA

That’s between me and Edwina.

PRIMA

Edwina’s my cousin.  No one gives her shit or they have to deal with me.

AMANDA

Edwina was giving me shit first, Prima.

Prima gets into Amanda’s face and puts her finger into Amanda’s chest as she speaks.
PRIMA

I don’t care what she was saying.  I don’t care what she was doing.  I want to see you after school right here.  I’ll be waiting for you with my friends.

Prima looks at Penny who looks frightened.

PRIMA

You can come too, Penny.  You a friend of Amanda’s?

PENNY

Uh….

AMANDA

Penny?

PENNY

I’m sorry, Amanda, but I gotta go.

Penny runs off and Prima starts laughing.  Shannon flips her hair. 
PRIMA

(to Shannon)

Why you always gotta be flipping yo’ hair, you white bitch ho?

SHANNON

You’re just jealous, Prima because I got real hair.

Prima gets visibly upset.

PRIMA

Who do you think you is?  Just who do you think you’s talking to, bitch?  You know what, Shannon?  I heard about you and you knows what you is?  You ain’t nothing but po’ white trash.

Shannon looks shocked and runs away crying as Prima laughs.

PRIMA

I guess the truff hurts.  I guess it’ll just be you then, Amanda.  And don’t bother calling your sister.  I already spoke to her.  You might as well be a Blood.

Prima walks off.  Amanda looks scared.  Elmer, who has been watching the whole thing nearby approaches Amanda.

ELMER

Don’t worry.  I’ve got some friends.  We’ll be here after school to protect you.  I won’t let anything happen to you.

AMANDA

Thanks, Elmer, but she knows where I live.  It’s like I’ll need a police escort to and from school for the rest of the school year.

ELMER

I can give you a ride.

AMANDA

For the rest of the school year?

ELMER

Sure I don’t mind.  Where do you live?

AMANDA

On the hilltop.

Elmer looks hesitant.

ELMER

Oh.

Amanda gets defensive about her neighborhood.

AMANDA

What is that supposed to mean?  This is a poor school.  Where do you live?  Treasure Trove?

ELMER

I’m sorry.  I didn’t mean to be rude.  The offer’s still on the table.

15          EXT.  SCHOOL PARKING LOT                                                                   15
Amanda and Elmer are standing in front of Elmer’s van.  It is white and has “legalize necrophilia” spray-painted on the side.  There are a group of emo kids there.  One of them speaks for the group.
EMO KID

So you don’t need us, then?

ELMER

No, I guess not.

EMO KID

Just remember, we’re lovers, not fighters.

The emo kids walk away.  

AMANDA

What’s necrophilia?

ELMER

Don’t worry about it.

A classmate, Mooch, approaches both of them.

MOOCH

Ey, Manda!  What you doin’ with the Phantom?  You Goth now?

Elmer says this next line to himself with frustration.  

ELMER

I’m not Goth, I’m Emo.  

AMANDA

Hey, Mooch.  I’m just getting a ride home.

MOOCH

Any of you got a few dollars I can borrow?

ELMER

I got to save my money for gas.

AMANDA

I’m broke.

MOOCH

Well, can I get a ride with all you all then?

ELMER

Where do you live?

MOOCH

I live a couple of blocks from Amanda.

ELMER

I suppose then.  Hop in.

16
INT.  ELMER’S VAN                                                                                       16
They all get into the van.  Mooch gets into the back and notices Elmer’s inflate-o-mate back there.  Amanda gets into the front.  

AMANDA

Do you want to sit up here, Mooch?  You’re bigger than me.

MOOCH

Naw.  I’ll stay back here with Sally.

He puts his arm around the inflate-o-mate.  When Elmer starts up the engine, the song “Kiss You All Over” is on the radio.

MOOCH

That’s Exile!  Man, turn it up!

He starts to sing along to the song at the pre-chorus and knows all the words.  When it gets to the chorus, all three start singing.  They individually sing a section of the next verse until the next chorus where they all start singing again.  This continues until they drop off Mooch.

MOOCH

Eh…turn left here.  There’s my house right there.  The green one.

Elmer pulls over and Mooch gets out.

MOOCH

Thanks, Elm.  See ya at school.

Amanda says this next line to Elmer.

AMANDA

I’m just up a block.

They drive a little further.

AMANDA

Oh, shit.  There’s my sister.

They see a group of kids including Cara in front of the house.  Elmer pulls up in front of the house.  Cara sees Amanda sitting in the front seat and runs up to her window which is open.

CARA

Who’s the clown?  Is it Halloween already?

Cara motions to Elmer who ignores her.  Amanda ignores her as well.  She gets out of the car and says this to Elmer as she shuts the door.

AMANDA

Thanks for the ride.  See you tomorrow.

ELMER

Do you want me to pick you up tomorrow morning?

AMANDA

Sure, what time?

ELMER

Quarter ‘til 8 work for you?

AMANDA

Sure.

ELMER

OK, bye.

AMANDA

Bye.
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Elmer takes off.  Cara gives Amanda a disapproving look.

CARA

Is that your boyfriend?

AMANDA

Maybe.  What’s it to you?

CARA

Whatever, weirdo.  Anyway, Prima tells me you’re messing with the family.

AMANDA

I’m not messing with anyone.  She just wants someone to beat up.

Cara gives Amanda a funny look.

CARA

Amanda, are we cool?

AMANDA

We’ve never been cool, Cara.

Amanda makes her way into the house and almost runs into one of Cara’s friend who moves out of the way.

CARA

Eh!  Watch out for my associates!
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INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                                 18
It is later that evening and Amanda is at home doing her homework on the dining room table.  Her mom’s boyfriend, Ellis, is smoking weed and watching cartoons on the couch.  He puts his blunt on the ashtray.  Amanda’s brother, Ed, walks down the stairs and sits next to Ellis.  He takes a toke of Ellis’ blunt.  Ellis grabs it from him.

ELLIS

Boy, don’t be wasting my weed!  Your mom’s had a long day.  She’s gonna want some.  Besides, do you really want your mom to catch you?

ED

My mom don’t care.

Ed and Ellis laugh together at the cartoons.  Cara comes home.  She appears angry and heads for Amanda.

CARA

I gonna rip those rubberbands out of your hair, bitch!

Cara starts pulling on Amanda starts to scream and pushes Cara away.

AMANDA

These aren’t your rubberbands!  Maybe one of your clepto friends took ‘em.

CARA

Don’t be talking about my friends.  You don’t know them.

AMANDA

I know they’re a bunch of losers!

CARA

Take that back bitch!

AMANDA

No!  Leave me alone!  I’m trying to do my homework!

Cara heads for the kitchen and grabs a knife.  Ed looks frozen in fear.  

ELLIS

Hey, you two need to calm down!

CARA

You ain’t my daddy!

ELLIS

No, but I’m gonna tell your mom!

Cara holds the knife to Amanda.

CARA

Take back what you said about my friends, bitch or I’m gonna fuck you up!

Amanda looks scared now and falls silent.  Ellis gets up and grabs the knife from Cara.  He gives her his blunt.

ELLIS

Here, take a puff.  It’ll help you calm down.

CARA

I don’t wanna calm down!

Despite saying this, Cara grabs the blunt and walks away with it.  Ellis calls after her.  Amanda is silently crying.  

ELLIS

Hey, you better bring that back!

Linda walks in the door looking tired.  

AMANDA

Mom, you need to get Cara some help.  She’s having another one of her episodes.  She just took a knife to me.

LINDA

Well, what did you do to provoke her?

AMANDA

Nothing.  I was just sitting here.  I’m thinking about presses charges.  That’s assault.  She can’t get away with assaulting me like that.  You hear that, Cara?  I’m pressing charges!

LINDA

I don’t need this tonight, Amanda.

AMANDA

So, you’re not going to do anything about it, once again.

ELLIS

Hey, don’t talk to your mom like that.  She’s had a long day.  Give her some time to chill.

Amanda grabs her homework and goes into her room.  She goes to turn on her stereo but finds it isn’t there.  She storms out of her room

AMANDA

Mom!  Did you pawn my stereo, again?

She hears her mom scream from upstairs.  She runs up there to find her mom wrapping toilet paper around her sister’s bloody wrists.  There is a bloody razor blade on the floor and the bathtub is running.  She yells at Ellis who is upstairs now.

LINDA

Ellis, call 911!

Ellis runs off and Linda rocks Cara who appears to be unconscious.  She glares at Amanda.

LINDA

Look what you did!  Why you gotta think you’re better than everyone?

AMANDA

Mom, it’s not my fault!  I told you she was sick.  You just don’t listen to me.  It’s more your fault than mine!

LINDA

I do the best I fuckin’ can!  You don’t appreciate anything I do!  If it weren’t for me, you kids would be out on the streets!  Is that what you want?  If that’s what you want, then get out!  Get out of my house if you think you got it so bad!  You don’t even care about your sister!  I disown you as my daughter!
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A radio playing a song by Nicole-Marie is in the background.  Douglas is in his crib.  Amanda is polishing Brittany’s toenails.

BRITTANY

You are so good at this.  I’ll never have to go to Lucious Nails again.

Amanda smiles.

BRITTANY

So, your mom’s gone crazy again?

AMANDA

Yeah.  Thanks for letting me stay here awhile.

BRITTANY

No problem.  You can stay here anytime.  You know that.  My mom loves you.  I wish we had at least one period together this year or at least the same lunch.  I never get to see you no more.  You need a ride to school tomorrow?

AMANDA

Oh, Elmer’s picking me up in the morning and I don’t have his phone number so I’ll just walk to my house in the morning to meet him.

BRITTANY

Who’s Elmer?

AMANDA

A boy who has 4th period with me.

BRITTANY

Oh.  You know, there seems to be a crazy gene in your family.  Your mom has it.  Cara definitely has it and I’ve seen you when you’re crazy.

AMANDA

I rarely get crazy.  It takes a lot for me to get crazy.  

BRITTANY

But you’re still crazy.

AMANDA

So, how are things with Charles?

BRITTANY

I don’t know.  He hasn’t come to see the baby in a week.  I heard he’s seeing Janelle.

AMANDA

Really?

BRITTANY

Don’t know why.  That bitch is ugly.  Fat and ugly.

AMANDA

Mean, fat and ugly.  

BRITTANY

Especially when she straightens her hair.  It makes her nose look even more crooked.  

AMANDA

What could he possibly see in her?

BRITTANY
She puts out.

AMANDA

Oh.

BRITTANY

So, what’s up with your lil’ sis?

AMANDA

She never tells me.  Why?

BRITTANY

She tried to sell me some bud the other day.  And it was that cheap stuff.

AMANDA

I wouldn’t know.

BRITTANY

I only know because of my mom.  She’s versed me on all that stuff.  She used to grow it back in the day.  Now, she just sits on her ass all day and collects disability.

AMANDA

What’s wrong with her again?

BRITTANY

Fibromyalgia.  Bipolar Disorder.  You name it, she has it.  She says weed is the only thing that helps her pain.  

The song on the radio changes.  Brittany picks up a Vogue magazine.

BRITTANY

Amanda?

AMANDA

Yeah.

BRITTANY

What’s it like being pretty?

AMANDA

Brittany, you’re just as pretty as I am.

BRITTANY

Amanda, come off it.  Even Charles said he only got with me to get close to you.

AMANDA

What?!?

BRITTANY

Don’t act shocked!  You know he always flirts with you right in front of me.  I mean, I know I’m not ugly, but everyone knows that you’re the prettiest girl in the room.

AMANDA

Well, it’s not all roses.  I mean, I have people like Edwina messing with me all the time.

BRITTANY

It’s not because you’re pretty.  Edwina’s just a bitch.  She bullies everyone.

AMANDA

Has she ever bullied you?

BRITTANY

Well, no, but I don’t let her.  Anyway, I think life is easier for pretty girls like you.  People just open the door for you.  You’re more likely to get jobs.  You’ll never have to photo-shop your image extensively to try to get some male interest.  Life is easier for you than it is for me.

AMANDA

Well, that’s because of choices you made.

BRITTANY

What do you mean?

AMANDA

Having a baby and all.

BRITTANY

I didn’t choose to get pregnant.

AMANDA

Well, you didn’t choose to use a condom.

BRITTANY

You’re judging me.

AMANDA

And you’re judging me.

BRITTANY

I’m trying to talk to you honestly.  Why don’t you just admit it?

AMANDA

Admit what?

BRITTANY

That you’re life is easier because you’re pretty.
AMANDA

I don’t know.  My life seems pretty fuckin’ hard right now.

BRITTANY

What are you talking about?  You don’t have a baby?  You don’t have a mom who’s a flake and you don’t have a baby’s daddy who’s screwing every ho from here to Belltown.

AMANDA

Let’s not fight.  You’re my only friend.  I don’t want to fight with you.  

BRITTANY

You gotta stop thinking you’re all that.

AMANDA

I don’t think I’m all that.

BRITTANY

The way you flip your hair.

Amanda appears to be offended.

AMANDA

I am NOT a hair flipper.

BRITTANY

I’ve seen you flip your hair.

AMANDA

Maybe once.

BRITTANY

Maybe more than once.

AMANDA

OK, whatever.  Maybe more than once.  Whatever you say.  

BRITTANY

I just don’t think you realize how good you have it.  That’s all.  

There is some silence.

BRITTANY

You know it’s weird that we’re friends.

AMANDA

How so?

BRITTANY

Before we met, I thought you were a stuck-up bitch.

AMANDA

What?!?  Why?

BRITTANY

Because you were so quiet.

AMANDA

I was shy.

BRITTANY

You’re not that shy.

AMANDA

Once I’m comfortable around someone, I’m not so shy.  
There is a moment of silence.

AMANDA

Listen, if you want to know what it’s like to be pretty, I can say one thing is that I have noticed is that there is a difference in the way that black girls bully versus the way that white girls bully.
BRITTANY

Oh yeah?  What’s that?

AMANDA

Well, black girls will treat you like shit right to your face.  I had a black girl once pull my hair for no apparent reason.  White girls are more indirect, more covert.  They talk behind your back and make snide comments under their breath.  They exclude you from the group or spread rumors about you.

BRITTANY

All girls do that.

AMANDA

You think?

There is a knock on the door.  Brittany’s mom peaks her head in the door.

BRITTANY’S MOM

Phaze is here.  Hi, Angel.

AMANDA

Hi, Mrs. Boss.

BRITTANY’S MOM

Girl, you get prettier everyday.

BRITTANY

Tell Phaze to wait outside, mom.  I’ll be right there.  Amanda, thanks so much for watching Douglas.

AMANDA

I hope things work out with this guy, Brit.  

Brittany’s mom walks over to Douglas and attempts to pick him up.  

BRITTANY’S MOM

He’s getting so big.  He’s hard to lift.  

Brittany kisses Douglas on the forehead and heads out of the room with her mother following.  Douglas starts crying and Amanda picks him up to comfort him.  She starts to sing a song to him which calms him.  
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It is morning time and Elmer has just picked up Amanda for school.  

ELMER

So, how you doing?

AMANDA

Just great.  My mom’s gone psycho on me.

ELMER

Uh oh.  That doesn’t sound good.

AMANDA

She said she disowns me.  I’m so sick of her and her boyfriends.  And my sister’s acting out again.  Last night she tried to commit suicide.
ELMER

Oh no.  I’m sorry.  Sounds like a lot of drama.  
AMANDA

There’s always drama at my house.

There is a moment of silence.  Elmer tries to muster up the courage to say this next line.  

ELMER

A bunch of us are going to go to the Blue Mouse to see a showing of the Rocky Horror Picture Show tonight.  Would you like to come?

AMANDA

The Rocky Horror Picture Show.  What’s that?

ELMER

You haven’t seen it?  You so have to see it.

AMANDA

Maybe someday but not tonight. 

ELMER

I’m going to hold you to it.

Some time passes.  

AMANDA

So what’s been going on with you, Elmer?  

ELMER

Well, things aren’t so great with my parents, either.

AMANDA

Why’s that?

ELMER

They just don’t understand the Emo culture.

AMANDA

Neither do I.  Oh, Elmer.  Before I forget to tell you.  I don’t need you to give me rides to school for a while because I’m going to be staying at Brittany’s house and her mom can drive us.

ELMER

Oh, OK.   
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When they get to school, they both get out of the van and say the next 2 lines of dialogues to each other before going their separate ways.

AMANDA

Thanks for the ride, Elmer!  See you in English!

ELMER

See you later!

A tall cute boy walks over to her with a guy by his side.  His name is Murray and his friend’s name is Treat.

MURRAY

Hey, little cutie.  Can I holler at you?

AMANDA

If you want to.

MURRAY

Do you know me?

AMANDA

Yeah, you’re Murray.  You’re Misty’s twin brother.

Murray elbows his friend.

MURRAY

You hear that, Treat?  She knows me.  All the fine females know me.

Murray smiles a narcissistic smile before saying this next line.

MURRAY

You got a date for the dance this weekend, shortie?

AMANDA

No.

MURRAY

Why don’t you ride with me?  Treat and Misty and us can double.

AMANDA

I’ll think about it.

Murray clearly isn’t use to this kind of hesitation.  Prima looks on from afar disapprovingly with her homies.  Shannon is also looking on.  

MURRAY

Ain’t no thinking about it!  Either you want to or you don’t so make up your mind.

Amanda notices the horseshoe tattoo he has on his bicep.

AMANDA

All right.  I’ll go.

MURRAY

Ah yeah.  That’s more like it.  I’m gonna give you my digits and you give me yours.

He takes out a piece of paper and a pen and they exchange numbers.  Murray walks away with a sway in his hips.  Shannon runs to catch up with Amanda.

SHANNON

Amanda, did Murray Hanson just ask you out?

AMANDA

Yeah.  He asked me to the dance this weekend.

SHANNON

I heard he was going with Prima.

Amanda stops walking and looks at Shannon alarmed.

AMANDA

Are you shitting me?

SHANNON

No.  That’s what I heard, you lucky bitch!  He’s one of the hottest guys at the school.  I tried to be friends with Misty just so I could get closer to him.

AMANDA

Isn’t that called using someone?

SHANNON

Whatever, Amanda.  You’re just jealous.

Shannon flips her hair.  

AMANDA

What are you talking about?

SHANNON

I’m the one girl at this school who’s prettier than you.

They keep walking together for a while and pass a couple.  The guy stares at them and the girl draws him closer to her to regain his attention.  Shannon says this next line to that girl.

SHANNON

You’d better hold onto your boyfriend!

They walk past some guys dancing on some cardboard box to the song “It’s Tricky” by Run DMC.  

SHANNON

Hey, Amanda.  Come to the bathroom with me.

AMANDA

OK.  
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Amanda and Shannon are in the bathroom doing their make-up.  A third girl is in one of the stalls.

SHANNON

Amanda, why do so many guys have to like me.  I mean, it makes it so difficult to choose.

Shannon flips her hair.

AMANDA

I don’t know.  You got quite the dilemma.

SHANNON

I’m so beautiful.  Look at how beautiful we are.  We put the other girls to shame.

The girl who was in the stall flushes and quickly washes her hands, giving Shannon and Amanda a dirty look before she exits the bathroom.  Shannon notices this.

SHANNON

She’s just jealous.

Shannon flips her hair.

AMANDA

Shannon, you might want to work on your humility.

SHANNON

Mandy, what are you talking about?  We should be proud of how pretty we are.  If you got it, flaunt it.  That’s what they say.

AMANDA

Please don’t call me Mandy.

Another girl enters the restroom.  

SHANNON

Whatever.  We are the two most beautiful girls at this school.

AMANDA

What measure are you using?

SHANNON

Please don’t tell me that beauty is only skin deep and all that crap.  I take pride in my appearance.  You should too.

Shannon flips her hair.

AMANDA

I agree with you but modesty only makes you more appealing to others.

SHANNON

How so?  How do you figure?

AMANDA

Everyone knows that conceit is a turn-off.  I mean don’t you just hate guys who are all into their looks and wear more hairspray in their hair than you?

SHANNON

No.  I love guys like that.  I like guys who are self confident.  And I know that guys like girls who are self-confident.

AMANDA

Self confidence is not the same thing as being stuck up. 

SHANNON

Are you calling me stuck up?

AMANDA

I guess I am.

The girl comes out of her stall and begins to wash her hands.

SHANNON

So, who do you think is prettier?  Me or that new girl in math?

The girl gives her a disgusted look and says this next line on her way out of the bathroom.

GIRL

Who cares?

When the girl has left, Shannon says this next line as she flips her hair.  

SHANNON

She’s just jealous.
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Amanda sits down to eat lunch with Chrissy, Penny, and Dorothy.  Penny does not acknowledge her.

CHRISSY

Hey, Amanda.

AMANDA

Hey, Chrissy.

CHRISSY

You know, I saw you with Elmer Lewis the other day.  Are you two...?

AMANDA

No.  He’s been giving me rides to school.

CHRISSY

Good ‘cause that wouldn’t have made sense at all.  I mean he’s weird and you’re way too good for him.

DOROTHY

Chrissy, there’s no such thing as too good.

CHRISSY

Dorothy, Amanda’s like a ten and he’s…what… maybe a 2 at best.

AMANDA

He’s not that bad.  He’s just different because he’s emo and the emo culture is very important to him.

DOROTHY

What is emo?

CHRISSY

You know, it’s short for emotional.  They’re bisexual usually.  The guys like to make out and with each other while the girls watch even though they claim that they aren’t gay.  They wear dark clothing and like to be depressed all the time and they like to cut themselves.  They don’t all use drugs and alcohol but they all smoke cigarettes.  The guys will flat iron their hair to the side and wear super-tight skinny jeans.  They tend to die their hair black and wear black eyeliner.  They tend to feel very, very sorry for themselves even though most of them are middle to upper class.  They all write in journals and like vintage video games like Atari and they are all in Japanimation.  Oh and they like to be as pale as possible.

PENNY

How do you know so much about emo culture?

CHRISSY

I’ve read a few articles on it because I had a best friend who turned Emo on me.  Also there’s that song from Hollywood Undead called Emo Kids that describes it perfectly.  

AMANDA

I don’t know.  That sounds like an overgeneralization.  I mean Elmer doesn’t flat iron his hair, at least I don’t think so.

CHRISSY

But have you seen where he lives?

AMANDA

Well, no.

CHRISSY

Over in that gated community, Treasure Trove.  I mean he’s got more money than most of the kids here.

AMANDA

If he lives in Treasure Trove then why does he goes to school here?  That’s a different school district.

CHRISSY

Maybe he got kicked out of his last school.  I mean our school is the closest thing to an alternative school in this district.  

There is a moment of silence as everyone is eating. Chrissy then addresses Amanda again.

CHRISSY

Are you friends with Shannon Sczchech now?

AMANDA

No.  I talk to her but I wouldn’t say we’re close friends.  Why?

CHRISSY

Shannon thinks she’s all that.  She’s so stuck-up.  I so can’t stand her.

AMANDA

Well, she certainly thinks highly of herself.  

There is a moment of silence.
AMANDA

I’ve gotta get going.

DOROTHY

So soon?

AMANDA

Yeah.  I’ll see you guys later.

Both Dorothy and Chrissy say bye to her but Penny just smiles fake at her.  On the way out to the courtyard, Amanda sees a fight in the courtyard between Prima and Murray.

SOME BOY

Fight!  Fight!
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Amanda and a crowd of students surround Murray and Prima.

MURRAY

Why you gotta be such a bitch?

PRIMA

Why you calling me a bitch?  All those ho’s you’re dating look more like bitches than me!  And I’m gonna beat all of them ho’s up one by one.  They’re going down!
MURRAY

Quit acting like a jealous girlfriend!

PRIMA

You wish I was your girlfriend but you can’t play me like you play all them!  And you can’t handled this!
MURRAY

Now you’re being a cunt!

Prima is visibly angered by this.

PRIMA

What did you call me?

MURRAY

I called you a cunt!  What?!?

Prima lunges at him and Treat and one of the teachers who has just arrived on the scene separate Prima and Murray.
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Amanda walks past Ms. Sinclair’s classroom after school as Ms. Sinclair is standing outside her door in the hallway.  She sees Amanda and addresses her.  

MS. SINCLAIR

It’s been one of those days, huh?

Amanda nods.

MS. SINCLAIR

Yeah, me too!  Want to come in and talk about it?

Amanda walks into the classroom and they both sit down.

MS. SINCLAIR

So what’s going on?

AMANDA

Sometimes I don’t like being pretty.

Ms. Sinclair laughs.  

MS. SINCLAIR

I have to show you something.  I was a pretty girl once back in the day too.

She shows Amanda an old photo of herself.

AMANDA

Wow, you were.  I’m sorry, I didn’t mean…

MS. SINCLAIR

It’s OK.  Most people are quite surprised.  I started gaining a lot of weight in college.  Most girls put on what’s called “the freshman 15”.  Well, I put on the freshman 50 and even more weight in grad school.  Anyway, I want to show you something I use to do to help me feel better when I was teased.

She hands Amanda a hand-held mirror.

MS. SINCLAIR

Now, look at how beautiful you are, inside and out.  Your beauty is your strength.  Don’t downplay it for anyone but don’t manipulate with it either.  It’s a double-edged sword:  a curse and a blessing at the same time.  Now, look into this mirror and say, “hi, beautiful.  I love you so much.  I’m so proud of you.  We’re going to make it through this.”  

Amanda looks at herself in the mirror and starts to cry.

MS. SINCLAIR

Honey, what’s wrong?

AMANDA

My sister tried to kill herself.

Amanda starts sobbing and Ms. Sinclair holds her.

MS. SINCLAIR

Oh, honey.  I’m so sorry.  

AMANDA

And my mom kicked me out.

Ms. Sinclair releases Amanda and looks at her with concern.

MS. SINCLAIR

Where are you staying?

Amanda uses her sleeve to wipe away her tears.

AMANDA

With Brittany.

MS. SINCLAIR

Brittany Boss?  

AMANDA

Yeah.

There is a moment of silence.

AMANDA

Ms. Sinclair?

MS. SINCLAIR

Yes, dear.

AMANDA

I think my sister’s a sociopath.

MS. SINCLAIR

Why do you think that?

AMANDA

I think she tried to kill herself to manipulate my mother.  And  to try to guilt me so I wouldn’t call the police and she wouldn’t have to go back to Juve.  I know it might be wrong to think this way but… I don’t know what to think.  I guess I think she’s evil.

MS. SINCLAIR

Well, she definitely sounds troubled.  I’m concerned about you.  Are you going to be OK?

Amanda ignores the question.

AMANDA

I don’t know how to help her.  I feel so powerless.  

MS. SINCLAIR

You can pray for her.

AMANDA

I don’t think prayers will be enough.  I think she’s either going to end up dead or in jail.

MS. SINCLAIR

It’s tough seeing the ones you love make poor choices.  Suicide is such a selfish thing.  It leaves scars for life.  I really want to help you.  It think it would helpful to you and to your family if I called Child Protective Services.
Amanda looks betrayed.

AMANDA

What?!?  No!!  I told you about my family in confidence.  I know that my mom is doing the best that she can.  She just has too much on her plate right now.  That’s all.  I don’t want to go to a foster home.

MS. SINCLAIR

The thing is that I’m a mandated reporter and I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t report suspected neglect or abuse.  One of my best friends is a social worker so I know that they always look at extended family before they look at placing kids in foster homes.  Another misconception about CPS is that the only thing they do is remove children from their parents.  What they actually do more than anything is provide families with the services they need.  And it sounds like your sister could use some services.  And it sounds like your mom needs a lot of support.
AMANDA

Yeah but she won’t take it.  And my sister has been to counselors.  My mom says that she just laughs at them and cuts them down.  Ms. Sinclair, you can’t tell anybody what I told you.  My mom would kill me if she knew that CPS was called on her again.  
MS. SINCLAIR

Again?  CPS has been called on her before?

AMANDA

Yeah, a few years ago by my brother’s daycare.  They noticed that he was coming in dirty often and without socks or shoes.  My mom would sometimes drop him off inappropriately dressed for the weather or something like that.  But the worker who came to our realized that we were just poor, that’s all.  I mean, we only have enough hot water to shower once every 2-3 days.  And mom can’t always afford to buy us new clothes.  She’s system savvy and everything.  She takes advantage of things like food banks and the Salvation Army adopt-a-family program.  We have been adopted every year.  My mom is doing her best with what she’s got.  My sister is the problem and no group home, no foster home is going to help.  The only thing that might help is if she got locked up in a mental ward but I already know that Western State doesn’t take juveniles and she’s already been to Echo Glen and Remann Hall and all the detention/rehabilitative programs there are in this area.  Nothing is going to help her.  
Amanda puts her head in her hands.

MS. SINCLAIR

Wow.  It sounds like you and your family has been through a lot.  You know way too much for teenage girl.

Amanda looks at her.

AMANDA

So, could you please not say anything.

MS. SINCLAIR

Everything’s anonymous, Amanda.  Your mom doesn’t have know who made the call or why the call was made.

AMANDA

I feel like your not listening to me.

MS. SINCLAIR

(sighs)

I tell you what.  I’ll talk to my friend at Department of Child and Family Services and see what other options there are.

AMANDA

If that’s the best that you can do, then thank you.

Amanda stands up to leave.

AMANDA

I’d better go.  I’m getting escorted home these days for my own protection.
MS.  SINCLAIR

Alright.  You come and see me and check in with me again, you hear.

AMANDA

I will. 

26
EXT.  SCHOOL COURTYARD                                                                       26
Amanda is having a dream that there is a boxing ring in the school courtyard.  Prima is in one corner with Edwina as her corner and Amanda has no one in her corner.  Shannon is wearing a bikini and holding up a sign to show what round it is as she is parading the ring.  The bell rings and Prima immediately knocks her out.  Amanda wakes up in a sweat.  

27
INT.  BRITTANY’S HOUSE                                                                            27
Amanda is getting ready for the school dance at Brittany’s house.  She is applying her make-up as Brittany is curling her hair with a curling iron.

AMANDA

I had a nightmare last night.

BRITTANY

Oh, yeah?  Do tell.

AMANDA

Prima was about to kick my ass in a boxing ring.  I heard that she was supposed to go to the dance with Murray.

BRITTANY

You certainly don’t want to get on Prima’s bad side.  That girl’s been in so many fights.  She tried to kick my ass once in elementary.

AMANDA

Really?

BRITTANY

Yeah.  I kicked her ass bad.  She was all crying.  You know, she has a loud bark but not much of a bite when it comes down to it.

AMANDA

I wish you were coming too.

BRITTANY

I wish I could go to the dance but Phaze thinks that going to high school dances are beneath him.

AMANDA

Phaze thinks everything is beneath him.

BRITTANY

I can’t believe you’re going with Murray Hanson.  You know I use to have a crush on him.  His mom use to watch me and Misty use to always want to do my hair and make-up even though we were just 8 years old.  The thing is…she use to always make me look so ugly but then say I was so pretty.  

AMANDA

She was probably jealous of your hair because she doesn’t have good hair like you.

BRITTANY

I know my hair isn’t a virtual afro like hers but she’s got a prettier face than me.

AMANDA

She does not!  You shouldn’t compare yourself to her or anyone for that matter.  We all have our strengths and we all have our weaknesses.

BRITTANY

What’s my strength?

AMANDA

With regards to physical beauty?

BRITTANY

Yeah.

AMANDA

Your skin.  It’s so even-toned and it’s never ashy.  

BRITTANY

Well, thank you.  I hope you have a fun time.

28
INT.  HIGHSCHOOL GYM                                                                  28
The scene opens to a close-up of Amanda and Murray smiling.  They are getting their picture taken at the dance.  They then make their way to the dance floor and start slow-dancing to the song being played, “Cupid” by Sam Cooke.  Misty and Treat and Shannon and her boyfriend, Duke, are dancing not that far away.  Astrid is there with her date and when she sees Amanda, she looks stunned by her beauty at first but then gives her a dirty look and grabs her date to lead him away.   

MURRAY

I really like your dress.

AMANDA

Thanks.  I borrowed it from Brittany.

They dance for a while.

AMANDA

Can I ask you a question?

MURRAY

Sure, shortie.  Wazzup?

AMANDA

I heard that you were supposed to take Prima to this dance.

MURRAY

Prima?  Naw.  Me and Prima’s just friends.

AMANDA

I’m just afraid she might come after me for going to the dance with you and all.  I mean, she already seems to hate me.

MURRAY

Is Prima giving you a hard time?  I’ll talk to her.

AMANDA

Thanks.

29
INT.  LIMO                                                                                                         29
Murray, Treat, Misty and Amanda are in a limo after the dance.  Misty is visibly drunk.  

MISTY

Treat, you look so tasty tonight.

She laughs to herself as the limo comes to a stop in front of Misty and Murray’s house.

TREAT

Misty, you don’t want to go home yet, do you?

MISTY

No way!  I want to party.

TREAT

We can go hit up a party.  I know what’s happening tonight.

Misty stumbles out of the car and Murray grabs Treat by the collar before he gets out too.

MURRAY

You’d better keep an eye on my sis.

TREAT

I’m not gonna let anything happen.

30
EXT.  OUTSIDE MURRAY’S HOUSE                                                            30
They all get out of the car and the limo drives off.  Treat and Misty get into Treat’s car and take off.  Murray and Amanda make their way towards his car.

AMANDA

Is this your car?

MURRAY

Well, Misty and I share it but it’s really my mom’s.

He opens the door and she gets inside.  He starts up the car.

31
INT.  MURRAY’S CAR                                                                                 31
MURRAY

You live over by Mooch, right?

AMANDA

Yeah but I’ve been staying at Brittany’s.  

MURRAY

I think I know where she lives.  Why are you staying with her?

AMANDA

I’m having issues with my mom.

MURRAY

Oh.

He makes his way towards Brittany’s house.  He grabs her hand as he drives and drives the stick shift with only one hand.  

AMANDA

Well, I had a nice time.  Thanks for taking me.

MURRAY

No problem.  I’m just surprised that no one asked you to the dance before me.  Although you aren’t all that approachable.  

AMANDA

What do you mean?

MURRAY

Well, some people think that you think you’re all that.

AMANDA

Do you think that?

MURRAY

Yeah but I know I can get any girl I want even a girl who thinks she’s all that.

AMANDA

But I don’t think that.

MURRAY

Shit.  If I was as fine as you, I’d think I was all that too.

Murray finally pulls up in front of Brittany’s house and parks the car.  

AMANDA

Thanks for the ride, Murray.

Murray goes in to kiss her and she kisses him back.  He then puts his hand on her breast and lowers her seat as he gets on top of her.  Amanda is shocked as he goes for her breasts.

AMANDA

Murray, stop.

MURRAY

You know you want this.

He pulls up her dress and gets on top of her.  At this point, Amanda starts to scream.

AMANDA

Murray!  Don’t!

He puts his hand over her mouth as he continues to rape her.  She struggles and eventually bites his hand.

MURRAY

Ow!  You bitch!  Get the fuck out of my car, you whore!

Amanda stumbles out of his car and he drives off.  She stands there for a minute before going into the house.  

32
INT.  BRITTANY’S HOUSE                                                                            32
Amanda goes to sleep on the couch while weeping.  

33
INT.  SCHOOL HALLWAY                                                                            33
It is the next morning and Amanda walks down the hall at school with uncombed hair and looking scraggly.  The song “Sullen Girl” by Fiona Apple is playing to this scene and is meant to represent how different the world looks around you are raped.  Penny looks at her with concern but doesn’t approach her.  Shannon approaches her.

SHANNON

Amanda, why do you look so homely?

AMANDA

I don’t want to be pretty anymore.

SHANNON

Why?

AMANDA

Then boys would leave me alone.

SHANNON

That’s weird.

Shannon takes off   The song “Sullen Girl” continues to play as Amanda makes her way into the bathroom.  As soon as she gets into one of the bathroom stalls, she starts crying quietly.  The camera pans across the other stalls to show what different girls are doing in the stalls.  One girl is writing on the wall, one girl is doing her make-up with a compact mirror, and one girl is having a snack in a secretive way because she is overweight and supposed to be on a diet. 
34
INT.  FOURTH PERIOD                                                                                    34
It is fourth period and the kids are still filing into the room.  Ms. Sinclair isn’t there yet.  Elmer looks at Amanda with concern.

ELMER

Amanda?

Amanda avoids eye contact with him.

AMANDA

Yes.
ELMER

Whatever it is that’s got you sad, I hope that you feel better soon.

AMANDA

Thanks, Elmer.

ELMER

I miss giving you rides to and from school.  

Amanda manages a smile for him.  Astrid comes into the classroom and looks at Amanda up and down.
ASTRID

You’re wearing those shoes with that outfit?  OK.  

Amanda ignores her and Astrid sits down behind her.  Shannon then enters the classroom and turns to Amanda once she sits down.

SHANNON

Amanda, your stock is plummeting fast.  I just heard Craig ask someone what you did to your hair.

ELMER

I think she looks just fine.

AMANDA

I just look how I feel.  
Ms. Sinclair enters the classroom and after looking around, she notices Amanda and senses that something isn’t right with her.  She thinks about approaching her but Amanda is avoiding eye contact and the bell ring.  The scene fast forwards to the end of class.

MS. SINCLAIR

And your homework is to read chapter three.

The bell rings and the students get up to leave.  Ms. Sinclair approaches Amanda.

MS. SINCLAIR

Amanda, I don’t have a class this period if you need someone to talk to.

AMANDA

I’m fine.

MS. SINCLAIR

OK, well the door is always open if you want to talk.

AMANDA

Thanks.  

35
INT.  SPANISH CLASS                                                                                      35
Scene opens to a TV/VCR combo playing the movie The Three Amigos.  Amanda gets up out of her seat and approaches the teacher, Mrs. Beattie.  Mrs. Beattie is reading a romance novel.  

AMANDA

Mrs. Beattie?

MRS. BEATTIE

Si.

AMANDA

Can I go to the bathroom?

MRS. BEATTIE

En Espanol por favor.

AMANDA

Quiero ir al bano, por favor ?

MRS. BEATTIE

Bueno.

Mrs. Beattie hands Amanda the hall pass and Amanda makes her way to the girls’ bathroom.  

36
INT.  GIRL’S BATHROOM                                                                              36
When she gets there, she finds Shannon in there crying.  Shannon wipes away her tears when she sees Amanda.

AMANDA

Shannon, what’s wrong?

SHANNON

Duke broke up with me.

AMANDA

Oh, I’m so sorry.

SHANNON

And you’re not going to believe this.  He dumped me for Debbie Miesner.  Can you believe it?  He dumped me for that ugly thing!

AMANDA

Maybe she puts out.

SHANNON

I thought I was keeping him satisfied.  I mean, I don’t understand it.  It’s so humiliating to be replaced by someone so lowly.  It would have been better if he would’ve dumped me for someone like you, not someone so ugly like Debbie Miesner of all people.  Doesn’t he get how humiliating that is to me?
AMANDA

Well, I don’t know Debbie that well but she seems nice.  Perhaps he likes her personality.

Shannon gives Amanda a look of disgust.

SHANNON

Are you kidding me?  Guys are visual.  Duke even told me that guys are visual first and foremost.  And they don’t want an ugly girl on their arm because it would be likely wearing an ugly pair of shoes.

AMANDA

Are you saying that us girls are equivalent to shoes for guys?

SHANNON

No.  Just ‘cause you gave up on looking good doesn’t mean I have to.  I’m just so fucking humiliated! 

She starts crying again and Amanda puts her arm around her which calms Shannon down.

SHANNON

So, what’s going on with you and Murray?
AMANDA

Nothing.

SHANNON

You guys aren’t together?

AMANDA

No.

SHANNON

Really?

Shannon looks hopeful and Amanda senses her intentions.

AMANDA

Oh, no, Amanda.  You can’t go out with Murray.

SHANNON

Why?  Because he’s your territory?  You still trying for him?

AMANDA

No.  I’m not interested in him.

SHANNON

Then why?  I mean, I know I would be kinda pissed if you went out with Duke but better you than Debbie as I’ve said before.  So, why?

Another girl enters the bathroom and looks oddly at Shannon and Amanda before she enters one of the stalls.  

AMANDA

I’ll tell you later.

SHANNON

No, tell me now Amanda.  Why can’t I go out with Murray Hanson?  Don’t think I’m good enough for him?  Did he say something mean about me?

AMANDA

No, nothing like that.  

SHANNON

Well, whatever.  Thanks for listening, Amanda.  I gotta get back to class.

AMANDA

OK.  I’ll see you later.

Amanda then heads for one of the stalls as Shannon exits the bathroom.  

37
EXT.  SCHOOL PARKING LOT                                                                     37
It is after school and Brittany and Amanda are waiting for Brittany’s mom to pick them up.

BRITTANY

How was your day?

AMANDA

OK.  Why?

BRITTANY

Amanda, you’ve been acting weird since this morning when mom dropped us off.  Something’s wrong.  How did the dance go?  You still haven’t told me about it.  
They hear a honk and Brittany’s mom pulls up in her car.  The girls get inside.

BRITTANY’S MOM

Hi girls!  Amanda, I spoke to your mom and she wants me to drop you off at home today.  

38
INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                                 38
Brittany’s mom drops Amanda off and Amanda makes her way into the house.  She finds her mom on the couch reading a diary.

AMANDA

Mom?  What are you doing up?

LINDA

I was waiting for you.

Amanda sits down on the couch next to her and notices that her mom’s eyes are somewhat teary.

AMANDA

Mom, have you been crying?

LINDA

I was just reading through my old diary:  the one I kept one you were just a baby.  I wanted to share some entries with you.

Linda hands her daughter the diary.  Amanda starts to read it and her eyes start to well up.  Linda says this next line through tears.

LINDA

You kept me alive.  And I’m so proud of you.  I love you, Amanda.  You are an inspiration to me.

They hug.  

LINDA

I have to go back to work soon but I’ll see you later tonight, OK?

AMANDA

OK.

Her mom gets up to get ready for work and Amanda goes to her bedroom and lays down her bed.  She finds some man’s boots on the side of the bed.  She goes out of her room to find her mom.

AMANDA

Mom, there’s some man’s boots in my room.

LINDA

A friend of mine was borrowing your room for a couple of nights.  His girlfriend kicked him out but they’re back together now I’ll take those boots to him.

Amanda goes back to her bedroom and lays down on her bed.  She starts to cry and eventually falls asleep.  She wakes up to some laughing.  She sees that it is now dark outside.  She goes out into the living room to find her brother and Cara’s friend, Mookie, smoking weed together.
AMANDA

Ed!  Why are you smoking that shit!

ED

It’s the only thing that calms me down.

AMANDA

Why do you gotta be such a follower, Ed?  Why can’t you think for yourself?

ED

What are you talking about?

MOOKIE

Leave him alone, woman.  We’re in the middle of doing some business.

AMANDA

Don’t tell me you’re gonna start selling, Ed.  I’m gonna tell mom.

ED

I already told her I’d give her a cut.

Disgusted, Amanda goes to her room.

MOOKIE

Man, what’s your sister’s problem?

ED

She has a stick up her butt.

They both start laughing like it is the funniest thing in the world.  Linda and a male friend, Ham, enter the house and Ed hurries to put the blunt out and wave the smoke away.  Mookie heads out the door as they come in.

LINDA

Hi, Mookie.  Bye, Mookie.

MOOKIE

Bye.

Linda smells the air and looks at Ed.  She says this next line in an angry tone.  

LINDA

What is that smell?

ED

Ellis was here.

HAM

What was that fool doing here, Lin?

LINDA

Don’t worry about it, Ham.

Amanda comes out of her room.

AMANDA

Mom, what are you doing home?  Don’t you work today?

LINDA

My car broke down.  Ham gave me a ride home.  I already called Greta and told her I couldn’t make it in.  You remember Ham, honey?

AMANDA

Yeah, Hi Ham.

HAM

Hi, Pretty Young Thing.

He looks Amanda up and down and Linda notices.

HAM

You sure are growing up, aren’t you?

LINDA

Don’t look at her like that!  That’s my daughter!

HAM

Well, she’ll be 18 in a few years.

Amanda looks disgusted as Linda laughs.

LINDA

I always knew Amanda would be prettier than me.

Ham sits down on the couch next to Ed and turns on the TV with the remote control.  He puts his arm around Ed.

HAM

Hey, lil’ man.  Isn’t there a game on?

ED

Hey.

Ham flips the channel until he finds a football game to watch.

HAM

You like football?

ED

Yeah.

HAM

What about you, Amanda?  Do you like football?

AMANDA

I like the Colts.
HAM

Why?  You think one of thems is cute.

AMANDA

No, I like their symbol.  I like the horseshoe.  It stands for good luck.  Or at least I use to like the horseshoe.
Amanda looks sad but nobody notices this.

HAM

Man, what a chick thing to say.

LINDA

Ham, you know girls aren’t into football.

HAM
What?  My daughter loves football.  She’ll watch it with me all day.  

LINDA

That’s because she hardly sees you.  She’s just trying to spend time with you.

HAM

Don’t be saying nothing about my daughter.  I take care of my kids.  I pay my child support.

Something about what Ham said triggers Linda.

LINDA

Well, how come I never hear you talk about your son?  All I hear you talk about is your daughter.  Why do all Black guys dote on their daughters and ignore their sons?  Is that what your dad did to you?  Is that why you’re so messed up?

Ham starts to raise his voice.

HAM

Linda, you know I have baby mama drama with my son’s mom.  I don’t have that with Stephanie’s mom.  Why are you getting all up in my business anyway?  Shit.

Amanda grabs Ed and leads him to her room and Ham and her mom continue to argue.

AMANDA

Come on, Ed.

When they get into Amanda’s room, Amanda shuts the door and puts her arm around Ed.  They both can hear yelling through the door.  

ED

I’m scared.

AMANDA

I know.  Me too.

ED

Is he gonna hit her like Jim did?

AMANDA

I don’t know.  I hope not.

The camera pans back to the living room where Linda and Ham are.  Cara walks in the front door and stops at the doorway as she can tell that something is going down.  

LINDA

Cara, honey, will you help me fix dinner?

CARA

Sure.

Linda and Cara go into the kitchen as Ham sighs and flops on the sofa and turns on the TV.  

39          INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                          39
It is later that night and Amanda’s family is having dinner and Cara is speaking normally until her friend decides to stop by and joins in the dinner, at which point, Cara starts her gansta language.  The scene starts before Mookie arrives.
LINDA

How did school go today, Cara?

CARA

Good.  We have to write a paper in English about our heroes in life.  I’m writing a paper about you.  

Linda is visibly moved.

LINDA

Oh.  That’s really sweet.

Amanda rolls her eyes.  Mookie then enters the house without knocking.

CARA

My nigga!  
MOOKIE

Wazzup, wazzup!

He sits down to join them for dinner.

LINDA

How are you doing, Mr. Mookie?

MOOKIE

I’m good.

Cara addresses Mookie.

CARA

You know that bitch, Della?  I almost stabbed her ass today.  She was all up in my grill and I was like…you better step down and she looked all scared cause she could see the crazy in my eyes.

MOOKIE

For real?

LINDA

Cara Lyn Willis, not at the dinner table.

CARA

What?

AMANDA

How come all of a sudden you started talking like that?

CARA

Like what?

AMANDA

You were talking all normal and then Mookie shows up and you’re talking like a gangster.  What’s up with that?  Are you just trying to impress him?

CARA

Whatever, bitch.  This is who I am.  This is the way I talk.  If you don’t like it, we can step outside, Cuz.  I come from the hood.  You all just don’t understand.

HAM

This ain’t no hood.  Have you ever been to Compton?  I grew up living in the projects.  I think you’re just a wannabe, Cara.

At this point, Cara blows up and tries to attack him.  Linda starts to scream and Ham ends up restraining Cara.  Ed hides under the table.  
HAM

See, I’m stronger than you, Cara.  Don’t think you can come at me, little girl ‘cause that’s all you is – a little girl!  Linda, these kids needs a father.

LINDA

They’ve got a father.  He’s in jail, Ham.  You know that.

Ham focuses his attention back on Cara.

HAM

You think you’re tough, huh?  Go down to Mexico and be a gangsta for the drug cartels if you think you so bad.  
40
INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                                40
That night, Amanda has a nightmare that she is in a morgue.  She hears a voice calling, “Amanda, help me.”  She walks towards a half-open body bag and screams when she sees her sister inside with a bullet wound on her head.  Amanda wakes up and goes upstairs to check on her sister who is sleeping soundly in her bed.  She can hear her mom having sex in the room next door and sighs.  She decides to grab a book and a flashlight and read in the corner of her sister’s bedroom.  She falls asleep and wakes up when it is morning to the sound of her sister talking on a cell phone.

CARA

She got shot?

Cara starts to laugh insanely.

CARA

Bitch got what she deserves.

Cara then notices Amanda in the corner of her room.

CARA

I’ll call you back.

She hangs up the cell phone and addresses Amanda.

CARA

What are you doing in my room?

AMANDA

Who got shot, Cara?

CARA

Why you all up in my business.  It’s nobody you know, anyway.
Amanda says this next line to herself.

AMANDA

That must’ve been what my dream was about.

Amanda refocuses on Cara.

AMANDA

Where did you get that phone?

CARA

From the store.

AMANDA

With what money?

CARA

I have ways of making flow.  Now get out of my room.

Amanda goes downstairs to find her mother in the kitchen with a smile on her face and humming to herself.  Linda sees Amanda and smiles.

LINDA

Good morning.

AMANDA

Mom, did you see Cara’s new phone?

LINDA

No but a lot of kids have cell phones these days.

AMANDA

Mom, you don’t even have a cell phone?  This is the hill top.  No one here has a cell phone unless they’re a drug dealer or gang member.

Linda does not look at Amanda when she says this next line and she says it quietly.  

LINDA
Amanda, that’s not true.

Amanda is quiet for a moment.
AMANDA

Mom, you know that’s true!  Is she helping you with the bills or something?

LINDA

What, Amanda?  You want the power turned off on us?  Why don’t you get a job?  There must be something you can do too?

AMANDA

I’m not willing to do just anything.  

Amanda storms off as Linda says this next line.

LINDA

Just what is that supposed to mean?
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INT.  LUNCH ROOM                                                                                      41
Amanda is in the lunchroom with Penny, Chrissy, and Dorothy.  

CHRISSY

I feel so fat.  I feel like I’ve gained 10 pounds since school began.

DOROTHY

No matter how fat you get, you’ll never be fatter than me.

PENNY

I’m fatter than both of you so you two should quit complaining.

CHRISSY

Penny, don’t say that about yourself.  You may be a little chubby but at least you can lose some weight.  I can’t do anything about my acne.

DOROTHY

You should try proactive.  They even prescribe medicine for acne.  You can’t get rid of freckles though.

Dorothy points to the freckles on her face.

AMANDA

What is it about us girls that makes us think we always have to one-down ourselves?

CHRISSY

What do you mean?

AMANDA

You all seem to be in competition with each other for who is the fattest or ugliest.  That can’t be healthy.

CHRISSY

Well, we can’t all be pretty like you Amanda.

PENNY
And you’re skinny and you’re smart.  It’s just not fair.

A girl named Krishina walks by them.  She’s dressed provocatively.

CHRISSY

Look at the way Krishina is dressed.  She looks like a slut.  She’s just begging to be raped.

Amanda is visibly upset by this comment.  She gets up from the table.

AMANDA

I gotta go.  I’ll see you guys later.

Amanda leaves but the camera stays with Chrissy, Penny and Dorothy.

DOROTHY

I wonder what’s wrong with Amanda.  She hasn’t seemed herself lately.
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INT.  MS. SINCLAIR’S CLASS                                                                  42
The class is taking a test.  Amanda is one of the last students to turn her test in and when she finally does, Ms. Sinclair notices that Amanda didn’t answer half of the questions.  The bell rings and Elmer slips Amanda a flyer for one of his band’s shows.  

ELMER

I’d love to see you there.

Amanda fake smiles at him and gets up to exit the classroom with everyone else but Ms. Sinclair pulls her aside.

MS. SINCLAIR

Amanda, can I talk to you for a minute?
AMANDA

Sure.

Ms. Sinclair waits until the rest of the students have exited the class.  Ms. Sinclair shuts the classroom door and they both sit down.  

MS. SINCLAIR

I’m really worried about you.  I noticed that you didn’t answer some of the questions on the test and that just isn’t like you.  Is everything OK?

AMANDA

No, not really.

MS. SINCLAIR

Are you living back at home now?

AMANDA

Yes.

MS. SINCLAIR

Is something going on with your sister again?

AMANDA

There’s always something going on with her but no, that’s not it.

Ms. Sinclair just remains quiet until Amanda decides to tell her about the rape.

AMANDA

I’m afraid to tell you.  I’m afraid of what you may do.

MS. SINCLAIR

I can’t promise you confidentiality if someone has been hurt.  But I promise you, Amanda, that I will tell you before I do anything that may upset you. 

Amanda is quiet.

MS. SINCLAIR

I spoke to my friend at the state and she said that the last thing you told me, about your sister, could just be documented just so there’s a paper trail.  You see, they only investigate the most urgent reports and they are inundated with urgent reports everyday.  I don’t want you to feel like they are minimizing what you’re going through but I thought that you might be happy to hear that they weren’t going to investigate it this time.

AMANDA

I was raped.

Amanda starts crying uncontrollably and Ms. Sinclair hugs her.  She lets Amanda cry in her arms for a while.

MS. SINCLAIR

Who did this to you?  We need to file a police report.

Amanda stops crying and pulls away from Ms. Sinclair.  

AMANDA

I don’t want to file a police report.  I don’t want to get anyone in trouble.  I don’t want anyone to know.

MS. SINCLAIR

I know this is hard, honey.  But if we don’t do something, the guy will rape someone else and will continue to get away with it.   

AMANDA

It’s my choice and I’m just not ready.

MS. SINCLAIR

OK.  Thank you for telling me.  I really want you to get some help, though.  I have the number for the Sexual Assault Center if you want it – if you want to get some counseling.  

Amanda nods and Ms. Sinclair goes to her desk to get a pamphlet for the Sexual Assault Center.  She gives the pamphlet to Amanda who puts it into her backpack without looking at it.  Amanda looks down at the floor.

MS. SINCLAIR

Amanda?

Amanda looks up at Ms. Sinclair.  

MS. SINCLAIR
I’m here for you whenever you need me.

Amanda nods.

MS. SINCLAIR

I’m going to be asking you how you’re doing everyday until I see that you are better.

Amanda nods.

MS. SINCLAIR

You know what you remind me of, Amanda?  You remind me of a strong oak tree that stays grounded even when the storms come around and try to take it down.  And that’s what we all want, Amanda.  We all want to remain at peace even if there are storms all around us, threatening to uproot us.  You are so strong.  You are an inspiration.

Amanda smiles faintly.

AMANDA

That’s what my mom says.

MS. SINCLAIR

Well, she’s right.  I know that you are going to be OK no matter what happens but I’m still going to ask.  OK?

AMANDA

OK.  Thank you…for everything.  
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INT.  SCHOOL HALLWAY                                                                          43
The hallway is now empty and Amanda exits Ms. Sinclair’s classroom.  Mark Lindgren is walking down the hallway and sees Amanda.  He stops to talk to her.
MARK

 Amanda, how are you doing?
AMANDA

OK.  

MARK

Well, you don’t look OK.

AMANDA

Really?  Is it really that noticeable?

MARK

Yes.  I mean, no.

Mark takes a deep breath.

MARK

Amanda, you look beautiful no matter what.  You are the most beautiful girl I’ve ever seen.  I was so excited to see you in the hallway because I haven’t had a class with you  since 7th grade and I’ve always wanted to talk to you and get to know you better.

AMANDA

Likewise.  But…

MARK

But what?

AMANDA

Aren’t you going out with Edwina?

MARK

No.

AMANDA

Well, I know that she likes you and she probably wouldn’t like it if she saw us talking.

MARK

I don’t like Edwina like that.  I can talk to whoever I want to and so can you, right?

AMANDA

Yeah, I guess you’re right.  I just don’t want any more drama this year.
MARK
Well, can I call you?

AMANDA

You can call me but I’m just letting you know upfront.  I don’t want to get serious with anyone right now.  I’m not ready for that.  

MARK

That’s cool with me.  I don’t want anything serious either.  I only want to call you and talk to you, you know, get to know you better.  That’s all.

AMANDA
Alright.

Amanda takes out the flyer Elmer gave her and writes her phone number on it.  Mark takes a look at the flyer.
MARK

What’s this?

AMANDA

Oh, my friend is in a band and he’s having a show this weekend.

MARK

Do you want to go?

AMANDA

To the show?

MARK

Yeah.  I can pick you up.

AMANDA

How ‘bout I meet you there?

MARK

OK.  Sounds good.

AMANDA

Well, actually, my mom’s going to be working this weekend so I do think I’ll need you to pick me up.

MARK

OK.  
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INT.  AMANDA’S HOUSE                                                                             44
Amanda is in her bedroom brushing her hair.  She takes the Sexual Assaut Center  pamphlet out of her backpack and reads it.  When done reading, she puts it in one of her dresser drawers under her clothes.  She looks at herself in the mirror and says this next line to herself.

AMANDA

Hi, beautiful.  I love you so much.  I’m so proud of you.  We’re going to make it through this.

She laughs and then hears a knock on her bedroom door.  Cara opens her door.

CARA

Who are you talking to?

AMANDA

Myself.

CARA

Well, anyway, I just wanted to let you know that there’s a really fine guy at the door for you.

Amanda gets up and goes to the front door where Mark Lindgren is waiting for her.  

MARK

Wow.  Amanda, you look flyy.

Cara watches from the living room.

AMANDA

Thanks.  You look nice yourself.

Mark extends his arm to her.

MARK

Are you ready to go?

AMANDA

Yes.  Do you know where this place is?

MARK

No, but I can find it.

Amanda and Mark walk down to his car as Cara watches them.  
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INT.  SOME COFFEE HOUSE                                                                         45
Mark and Amanda are sitting in a coffee house with a bunch of emo kids and some college students drinking coffee.  They are the only Black people there.  There is a stage and Elmer and his band are up on it.  Elmer smiles at Amanda and she smiles back at him.

ELMER

I want to thank everyone for coming.  We are Snakeroot and the first song that we are going to be performing tonight is an original composition called “Pretty Girl”.

Elmer starts singing the song.  It is an ode to a pretty girl and it is kind of a dark song about a boy who knows he will never be with her but wishes her happiness anyway as they are friends.  The song has a fast beat and Amanda cajoles Mark to get up and dance with her to the song.  The song continues to play as the ending credits begin to roll.  
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