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EXT. SCHOCL- DAY

COLIN (17, thin) wal ks up to the school building. He stops

for a nonent staring at the doors. After a few seconds, he

draws a deep breath |ike he’s about to go into battle before
entering the building.

| NT. SCHOCOL HALLWAY- DAY

Colin quietly wal ks down the hallway not neeting anyone’s
eyes. A few STUDENTS | ook at himas he wal ks by. Sone of
t hem poi nt and | augh while others just give himdirty | ooks.

A JOCK steps in front of Colin bringing himto a stop.

JOCK
Hey fag!

The Jock throws a punch into Colin’s gut. As Colin
col l apses to the floor holding his stomach, the Jock keeps
wal ki ng down the hall

LUCY (17, pretty) wal ks over to Colin and helps himto his
feet.

LILY
You okay?

COLI N
Yeah, |’ mfine.

Colin wal ks down the hall with Lily at his side.

LILY
You don’t have to put up with this.
COLIN
Real | y? The principal seenms to
think I do. | can’t keep going
there. They' re going to suspend
ne.
LILY
That’'s bullshit. ['Il talk to him
t hen.
COLIN
You can’t. He'll suspend you, too.
LILY
| don’t care. If it keeps this

f rom happeni ng- -



Colin stops and takes Lily’ s arm

COLI N
Lily, | appreciate what you're
trying to do, but there’ s nothing
you can do.

LILY
Not hi ng? Colin, we’ve got to stop
this.

Colin smles and pats Lily on her shoul der.

COLIN
Don’t worry. This will end soon.

Colin wal ks away | eaving Lily staring at himwhile hol ding
hersel .

| NT. LOCKER- DAY

Colin opens the | ocker and exchanges a few books and
folders. Quietly, CALVIN (17, bulky) and VICTOR (17, tall
thin) walk up behind him They smle at each other for a
few seconds before pushing Colin into the | ocker.

COLI N
Hey!

Calvin slans the | ocker shut.

COLIN (cont’d)
Hey! Let ne out!

Colin beats on the | ocker door.

COLIN (cont’d)
Let ne out! Sonebody! Pl ease!

Colin breaks into sobbing.

COLIN (cont’d)
Let ne out!

RAY (0S)
Col i n?

COLI N
Ray?



RAY (0S)
Colin, what are you doing in there?

COLIN
| got pushed in. Open the door.

RAY (OS)
VWhat's the conbi nati on?

COLI N
Eight, thirty, ten.

After a few nonments, the | ocker door opens. Standing
outside are RAY (16) and CHUCK (16, chubby). Both of them
hel p Colin out of the I ocker.

CHUCK
Do | want to know what happened?

COLIN
Don’t worry about it, Chuck.

Colin wal ks a short distance away and stops.

COLIN (cont’ d)
Ray, Chuck, thank you...for
everything you tried to do.

Colin wal ks away from Ray and Chuck who watch him as he
goes.

RAY
For everything we tried to do?

CHUCK
He got stuffed into a | ocker. He
probably needs a few m nutes.

I NT. COLIN S BEDROOM NI GHT

Colin lays in bed staring up at the ceiling no even close to
sleep. A tear runs down his cheek. He rolls to his side
and grabs a notepad from his nightstand.

COLIN (VO
To ny friends and famly, thank
you. You did everything you could
do to help ne.



| NT. KI TCHEN- DAY

HELEN (50's, notherly) puts a breakfast plate in front of
Colin as he sits at the table, he smles at her before he
starts eating.

COLIN (VO
Mom you did what you thought was
right. |1 don’t blanme you for what
happened. | see now how t hi ngs

| ooked, and | understand why you
reacted the way you did.

MELI SSA (14) wal ks into the roomand gives Colin a hug
bef ore noving next to Hel en.

COLIN (VO (cont’d)
Mel i ssa, don’t |let what people say
keep you from bei ng
yourself. You re cool the way you
are, Mel. Don’'t change for soneone
el se.

| NT. SCHOCOL HALLWAY- DAY

STUDENTS nove t hrough the hallway as Ray and Chuck stand
next to their | ockers.

COLIN (VO
Ray, your spirit is inspiring. You
shoul d keep up the fight--

Calvin and Victor wal k past them Calvin stops |ong enough
to push Ray into the |locker. Ray noves toward him but
Chuck stops himby grabbing his arm Ray |ooks at him and
Chuck shakes his head.

COLIN (VO (cont’d)
--but don’t let themwn. If you
stoop to their level, you ve
lost. Listen to Chuck. He's the
nmost grounded person |’ve ever net.

Lily glares at Calvin and Victor as she passes them
COLIN (VO (cont’d)
Lily, you re the best friend anyone
coul d have. Thank you.

Calvin and Victor continue to wal k down the hallway.



COLIN (VO (cont’d)
No one should feel that they're
responsi bl e...except for Calvin and
Victor. They pushed ne to this.

EXT. SCEN C OVERLOOK- DAY

Colin stands at the edge of the cliff |ooking down at ground
bel ow.

COLIN (VO
Sonmeone shoul d take them down, but
| no | onger have the will or the

energy. The school didn’t

hel p. The police didn't help.
couldn’t do it alone, and they
wouldn’t let me go without trying
to punish ne. |’ve had enough.

Colin | ooks straight ahead at the horizon.

COLIN
| ve had enough.

Colin takes two steps and leaps fromthe cliff like a diver
into a pool.

EXT. CEMETERY- DAY

A funeral is in progress around an open grave with a coffin
on a platformnext to the hole. About 50 MOURNERS sit in
folding chairs facing the coffin

Standing next to a large picture of Colin is a MN STER

M NI STER
Colin Masterson left this world,
left our lives too soon. W don't
know what caused himto end his
life, but we shouldn’t dwell on his
final day.

Hel en, Melissa, DARREN (17), and ALICE (40’s) sit in the
front row

M NI STER (OS)
Colin was loved by his famly, his
friends.

Ray and Chuck, | ooking distraught and confused, sit in one
r OwW.



M NI STER (0S) (cont’d)
We need to renenber his life, not
how it ended.

Near the back, Calvin and Victor, |ess distressed than nost
in attendance, look on. Lily, with anger covering her face,
stands a fair distance away.

M NI STER (OS) (cont’d)
So, dearly bel oved, renenber Colin
as that teenager that loved life.

Lily wal ks away fromthe grave site drawing Calvin's
attention. After a nonent, he foll ows.

At the grave, Helen, sobbing uncontrollably, puts her head
and arnms around the coffin. Alice, Melissa, and Darren
eventual ly pull her away.

As the people at the funeral nove toward their cars, Darren
sees Lily pushing Calvin away from her. Then, she rushes
away from him

EXT. CRYPT- DAY

Lily, sobbing, noves around the crypt and | eans agai nst the
wal | .

CALVI N (0OS)
Come on, Lily. | just want to
tal k.

Wth hate in her eyes, Lily | ooks up at Calvin who stops a
respectful distance from her.

LILY
Leave ne alone. What the hell are
you doi ng here, anyway? You have
no right--

DARREN ( OS)
| s sonet hi ng wong?

Both Lily and Calvin | ook over at Darren.
LILY
No, nothing’s wong. | was just
| eavi ng.

Lily rushes away | eaving Darren and Cal vin | ooki ng at each
ot her.



CALVI N
|’msorry for your |oss.

| NT. DARREN S BEDROOMt NI GHT
S.O aringing tel ephone in the darkness.
SUPER: Ten Years Later

Darren, now ten years ol der, slowy awakens and turns on a
[ight on the nightstand. He grabs the phone, also on the
ni ghtstand, and slowy puts it to his ear.

DARREN
Hello...Marty...Marty, calm
down. What’'s going on?...Again?

Darren | ooks at the alarmclock which reads 2:03.
DARREN (cont’ d)
Alright, 1'lIl be there in a half
hour...Yes, I'I|l be there. ’Bye.

Darren hangs up the phone and takes a deep breath. After a
few seconds, he clinbs fromthe bed.

EXT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG NI GHT

Darren, dressed casually, slowy wal ks toward the
building. There are few cars in the parking |ot. Pausing
| ong enough to take a deep breath, he enters the buil ding.
| NT. LOBBY- NI GHT

A SECURI TY GUARD sits at a desk just within the
| obby. Darren slowy wal ks by.

SECURI TY GUARD
Anot her |ong night, M. Spence?

DARREN
| really hope not.

Darren wal ks over to the el evators.



| NT. SERVER FARMt NI GHT
At a terminal, MARTY (early 20s, nerdy), surrounded by
conputer manuals with a logo for JoePat Software,

frantically taps on the keyboard. Alarnms ring throughout
t he room

Darren opens the door to the room and stops just inside.

DARREN
G eat.

Darren cl oses the door drawing Marty' s attention.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Marty.

MARTY
Darren, thank God you' re here!

Darren wal ks behind Mrty.

DARREN
kay.

Marty tries to get out of the chair, but Darren pushes him
back into the seat.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Go to the settings nenu.

Marty clicks on the conputer with the nouse.

DARREN ( cont’ d)
Cick on the alarmtab. dick

never .
MARTY
kay.
DARREN
Ht refresh.

In monments, the alarns stop

MARTY
That's it?

DARREN
That’'s it.



MARTY
Seriously? What the hell? The
al arnms have been going off for the
| ast hour. That’'s all it took?

DARREN
Yeah. Make sure you | eave a note
to tell people not to change the
al arm settings.

Darren wal ks toward the door.

MARTY
Thank you.

DARREN
No problem

MARTY
VWhat causes those al arns?

DARREN
Over zeal ous sal es people trying to
get us to buy software we don’'t
need.

Darren reaches the door.

MARTY
Wait, aren’t you going to help ne
wWth the report?

DARREN
Marty, |’ve got to be at ny noms
place in six hours. | had trouble
going to sleep. | haven't had
nearly enough. |'mgoing back to
bed.

MARTY
But - -

Darren opens the door.

DARREN
Marty, | have faith in you

Marty sighs.

MARTY
kay.



10.

DARREN
Il see you Monday. Good night.

MARTY
Good night, Darren

Darren | eaves the room cl osing the door behind him

EXT. ALICE' S HOUSE- DAY

Children play in the neighborhood of houses of differing
shapes and sizes. Darren pulls up to Alice’s nultistory
house. He gets out of the car and wal ks up to the front
door of the house.

| NT. LIVING ROOWV DAY

Darren wal ks into the house.

DARREN
Mont?

ALl CE (OS)
Up here.

Darren cl oses the door and wal ks out of the roomtoward a
flight of stairs.
| NT. ATTI C- DAY

Alice, ten years ol der, stacks various objects along a

wall. Darren walks in a smles at her.
DARREN
Mom
ALI CE
Hey, Darren. How are you?
They hug.
DARREN
Good.
ALI CE

The stuff in those boxes there are
yours. \Watever you don’t want
goes into ny yard sal e next nonth.



Darren wal

11.

DARREN
kay.

ks over to the boxes and opens the one on the

top. He pulls out a picture of himover ten years younger
standing with Colin. Darren sighs with remenbrance before
gently setting the picture on a nearby table. As he goes

back to the box, he yawns.

Darren smi

ALl CE
Getti ng enough sl eep?

DARREN
Not lately, not with work calling
at all hours. |If they had serious

probl ens, then I wouldn’t mnd as
much, but they’ ve been calling ne
for some stupid software that

triggers alarns if we don’t have
anot her piece of software | oaded.

ALl CE
Pretend | don’t know what you're
tal ki ng about.

rks.

DARREN
The conpany we bought this software
fromnormally sells it as a package
Wi th sonething el se, but we don’t
need the other stuff.

ALl CE
But they still want you to buy it.

DARREN
Exactly. So, unless we buy it, or
we disable their alarnms, they scare
the crap out of us. | think | took
care of it last night...this
nor ni ng. . . what ever.

ALl CE
You’ ve got sone vacation tinme saved
up, right?

DARREN
Yeah, but where would I go? |I'm

not going to sit around doi ng
not hi ng.



12.

ALl CE
There’'s a |l ot of places you ni ght
like. Find some beach, have a few
beers...say hi to sone pretty girl.

DARREN
kay, Mom The beach isn't ne.
ALI CE
Sone place in the nountains then.
DARREN
| don’t know. |1'Il have to think
about it.
ALl CE

The inportant thing is to get out
and do sonet hi ng.

Alice turns to an old linen chest while Darren continues to
dig through the boxes. He finds a bundle of envel opes
buried at the bottom of one of the boxes. Al of themare
fromColin and addressed to Alice. Darren opens the one on
t he top.

DARREN
['1l be back.

ALl CE
Ckay, sweeti e.

Darren wal ks out of the room

| NT. HALLWAY- DAY

Darren stops at a table and pulls out the letter inside. He
reads it for a few nonents before staring down the
hal | way. Shock covers his face.

DARREN
She knew.

| NT. ATTI G DAY

Alice continues to clean as Darren, dazed, slowy walks into
the room Alice |looks up at himand snmles, but her smle
fades as she sees what is in his hand.

ALI CE
Dar r en.



DARREN
He told you. He told you
everything that was happeni ng.

ALl CE
You weren’t supposed to see those.

DARREN
Mom you coul d’ ve stopped him You
coul d’ ve done sonet hi ng.

ALl CE
| tried.

Alice finds a chair and sits.

ALI CE (cont’ d)
| told your aunt that sonething was
wong, that he was going to do
sonet hing drastic, but she didn't
believe ne. She wouldn’t, she
couldn’t believe that her son, her
child, would do sonething |ike
t hat .

Alice sighs and | ooks down at the floor.

ALI CE (cont’ d)
| " m going to need those back.

DARREN
No.

Alice, surprised, |ooks up at Darren.

ALI CE
You weren't neant to see those.

DARREN
Mom these are fromColin. | mss
hi m

ALl CE
| know you two were close, but
those letters weren't witten by
the same Colin that you knew. He
was in bad shape. | tried to get
Hel en to help him but she thought
he was fi ne.

DARREN
| want to read these.



14.

ALl CE
kay.

Ali ce stands and wal ks over to Darren.

ALI CE (cont’ d)
kay, you want to read them ||
| et you, but not today. Let ne
hold on to themfor a few days.

DARREN
Mom -

ALI CE
You need to be prepared for what’s
in there. You ve seen sone of
it. It gets nuch worse. Your
cousin was in a very dark
place. Wiat’'s in those letters
m ght scare you

Darren nods.

DARREN
Ckay.

Darren gives the letters to Alice.

| NT. DARREN S BEDROOM NI GHT

Darren lays in bed, his eyes wi de open. The clock on the
ni ght stand reads 2: 30.

COLIN (Os)
So, you really want to see what’s
in those |letters even though your
nmomsaid it’s a bad idea.

Darren | ooks over to see Colin |eaning against the wall.

DARREN
Wul dn’t you want to know?
COLI N
| don’t know. |I’mjust a fignment

of your imagi nation.

DARREN
| want to know what happened.



COLI N
| junped off a cliff. | think
everyone knows that.

DARREN
No, | want to know why.

Darren sits up in the bed.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Whenever | saw you, you were
happy. Nothing ever seened to get
to you. Then, one day, you killed
yourself. No one just wakes up one
day and does that. Sonething
pushed you to do that.

COLI N
Well, you read that one letter.
DARREN
Al | saw was that you were telling
Mom about ending it all. You told
her how bad things were. | want to

know how it got to that point.

COLI N
And you think you can do that if
you read those letters?

DARREN
| hope so.

Colin sits on the end of the bed.

COLIN
Yeah, maybe you can, but think
about this. Aunt Alice can read
people. She's really good at
it. You know if she thought things
had gone as far as they did, she
woul d’ ve been at that cliff |ong
before | thought about it. She
knew sonet hi ng bad was going to
happen, but she didn’'t know
what. |If she couldn’t do anyt hing,
what do you think you can do?

DARREN
s that why you wote to her?



16.

COLIN
Again, I'"mjust a figment of you
i magi nation. | don’t know.

Darren | ays back and stares at the ceiling.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM DAY

Darren sits on the sofa while Alice stares out of a w ndow

with her back to him |In her hand are the letters Colin
sent her.
ALl CE
Are you sure about this?
DARREN
Very sure.
ALI CE

Nothing in those letters were neant
for you. Colin was a very
di sturbed ki d.

DARREN
Why didn’t you say anythi ng?

Alice turns to Darren, anger on her face.

ALI CE
| did. | did what | could. |
tal ked to your aunt, tried to warn

her, but. ..
Alice rel axes.

ALI CE (cont’ d)
...but I guess it wasn’'t enough.

Alice wal ks over to Darren and sits on the couch next to
hi m

ALI CE (cont’ d)
Are you sure you want to do this?

DARREN
Mom | need to know.

ALl CE
It’s not going to be an easy read.



17.

DARREN
| know. |’ mready.

Alice hands Darren the letters.

ALl CE
Let ne know if you want to talk
about them

DARREN
Thank you.

Darren and Alice hug.

| NT. DARREN S BEDROOM NI GHT

Darren sits on the bed, the envelopes fromthe letters
around him Hs face is cover with fear and horror as he is
focused on the letter in his hands.

DARREN
Oh ny god. They were beating you
up daily.

COLIN (08)

Sonetinmes twi ce a day.
Colin | eans against a wall watching Darren.

COLI N
And | didn't take it, either. Read
on.

Darren turns to a second page where he reads for a nonent.

DARREN
They knew.

COLIN
Ch yeah. The school, the cops,
they all knew. They just didn't
care.

DARREN
And Aunt Hel en knew, too.

Colin lets out an unconfortabl e | augh.

COLI N
Yeah, Mom | told her
everything. | told her everything

until | was telling her



COLIN
everyday. She called the school,
and they said that it was
normal . She called the cops, and
they said it was a school
problem She told themit wasn’t
j ust happeni ng at school, and they
told her it was kids being kids. |
was there when they said that.

DARREN
Yeah, | read that.

COLI N
So, now you know. Now you know
that | wasn’t the happy kid you
renmenber. So, what are you going
to do? What was the point of all
of this?

Darren | ooks up at Colin, but his eyes are focused on
sonet hing far away.

| NT. BREAK ROOM DAY

Darren and Marty sit around a table eating |unch.

MARTY
What would | do? | don't
know. [|’ve never had that
happen. |1’'d be pissed, | guess.
DARREN
Yeah.
MARTY
You never knew any of this was
happeni ng?
DARREN
No clue. He was always happy when
| saw him
MARTY
Well, | guess |I'd want to know what

the hell was going on and why no
one told me. Also, if everyone
knew this crap was happeni ng, why
didn’t soneone step up and do
sonet hi ng?

18.



DARREN
Mmtried to tell Aunt Helen, but |
guess she didn’t think things were
t hat bad.

MARTY
| find that hard to believe. She
saw it, saw what it was doing to
her son. She knew. She either
couldn’t or wouldn’t do sonething.

Darren nods.

MARTY (cont’ d)
What else was in the letters? D d
he give any nanes or anything |like
t hat ?

DARREN
Yeah, actually. He naned a few of

his friends. Oher nanmes popped up

here and there.

MARTY

You could call them That woul d be

a good start.

| NT. LOBBY- NI GHT

19.

Darren slowy wal ks through the |obby while the security

guard | ooks at the nonitors behind his desk.
gets close, the guard | ooks up and snil es.

SECURI TY GUARD
Good night, M. Spence.

DARREN
Good ni ght .

Darren | eaves the buil ding.

EXT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG NI GHT

Darren slowy walks to his car. As he pulls out his keys,

VWhen Darren

THI EF cones up behind himw th a knife. The thief grabs

Darren and puts the knife to Darren’s throat.

THI EF
G ve ne the keys, or--

a



20.

Darren el bows the thief in the gut, and, before the thief
can recover, Darren flips himover his shoul der and di sarns
hi m

DARREN
kay, I'mgoing to let go, and
you' re going to wal k away. Okay?

The thi ef nods.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Good.

Darren rel eases the thief who imediately grabs the knife
and rises to his feet. Darren sighs with annoyance.

DARREN (cont’ d)
| don’t want to hurt you.

THI EF
You got ne, but | know what you're
going to try now.

DARREN
Real | y.

THI EF
So, hand over the keys, or--

Darren fakes a punch which distracts the thief | ong enough
for Darren to kick himin the groin. Wth the thief on the
ground, Darren kicks himin the face, and the knife | ands at
Darren’s feet. Darren picks up the knife and stares at the
t hi ef.

DARREN
Let’s try this again. You re going
to get up and do your best to wal k
away. | knowit’s going to be hard
now, but that’s your own damm
fault. So, you' re |eaving now,
right?

The thi ef nods.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Good.

The thief struggles to his feet and, hol ding hinself,
stunbl es away. Darren watches for a nonent before clinbing
into his car.



21.

| NT. CAR- CONTI NUOUS
Darren grips the wheel while taking a deep breath.

COLIN (08)
You enjoyed that.

Darren | ooks over to see Colin sitting in the passenger seat
smling.

CCLI N
You can’t hide it fromne. You
enj oyed ki cking his ass.

DARREN
| did it because | had to. He
wasn’t going to go if | asked
ni cely.

COLIN
Ckay, yeah, you did it because you
had to, but you liked it.

DARREN
Ch pl ease.

COLI N
You’ ve al ways gone after
bullies. That’'s why you took
kar at e.

DARREN
No, | took karate because this
town’ s dangerous.

COLIN
Yeah right.

DARREN
Did you not see that guy that just
tried to steal ny car?

COLI N
Aside fromthis one time, this one
time in the six years since you ve
been here, have you ever had to
def end yoursel f?

Darren, annoyed, stares out of the w ndshield.

DARREN
That’ s not the point.



COLIN
Ri ght, of course not. Darren,
you’ ve used your supposed
sel f-defense skills a lot for
soneone who doesn’t get
attacked. Renenber that guy in
your ol d apartnent conpl ex?

DARREN

Hey, he was beating his wfe.
COLIN

kay, 11l give you that. What

about the drunk in your dorm back
in college? What was he doing that
made you break his nose, other than
bei ng drunk?

Darren stares silently out of the w ndshield.

COLIN (cont’d)
Uh- huh.

DARREN
Do you have a point?

COLIN
O course | have a point. Wy are
you goi ng after answers about
me? Are you doing it because you
want to know or because you want to
puni sh peopl e?

DARREN
Al | want is to know what drove
you to..

CCLI N

Kill nyself?

DARREN
And, if | have to punish a few
peopl e on the way, so be it.

Col i n sighs and shakes hi s head.

COLIN
| hope you know what you’re doing.

DARREN
Yeah, so do |



23.

I NT. LILY S BEDROCOM DAY

Lily, ten years older, walks in and sits on her bed. She
grabs a nearby pair of shoes. As she puts themon, the
phone on the nightstand rings. Lily finishes with her shoes
and answers the phone.

LI LY
Hel | 0?

DARREN (VO
H, ny name is Darren Spence. |Is
this Lily Freeman?

LILY
Yes?

DARREN ( VO
|’m Colin Masterson’s cousin. Do
you have a few mnutes? 1'd like
to ask you a few questions.

Lily looks like she’s going to cry.

DARREN (VO) (cont’d)
Hell 0? Hell 0?

Lily slans the phone down on the base then pulls the phone
of f the nightstand. She flings the phone across the room
then coll apses to the floor in tears.

| NT. BAR- DAY
The bar is slowy filling as the day conmes to an end. Ray
and Chuck, ten years older, sit at a table nursing beers.
RAY
Man, ten years. Doesn’'t seemthat
| ong.
CHUCK
Yeah. It seens like it was
yest er day.

Chuck takes a swig of his beer.

CHUCK (cont’d)
Did you know that things were that
bad with Colin?



24.

RAY
No, not really. | nean, | knew
t hi ngs were bad, but they were
pretty bad for us, too.

CHUCK
Yeah. | feel |ike there was
sonmet hi ng we coul d’ ve done to keep
himfrom..

RAY
Yeah.

The two remain silent for a nmonment studying their beers.

CHUCK
When did...um..Colin" s cousin--

RAY
Darren. Darren Spence.

CHUCK
When did Darren say he was com ng?

RAY
Friday. He said he was going to
stay with Ms. Masterson

CHUCK
| wonder how she’s taking it.

RAY
| wonder how Melissa’s taking
it. She’s hone fromcollege for
t he sumer.

CHUCK
She took it rough.

RAY
As expect ed.

The door opens, and Lily walks into the bar. Ray and Chuck
wat ch her wal k up to the counter.

RAY (cont’ d)
VWO w.

CHUCK
Haven’'t seen her in a few weeks.

Ray st ands.



25.

CHUCK (cont’d)
Careful, Ray.

RAY
|’mjust going to say hi.

CHUCK
| don’t want to have to take you to
the hospital. Maria is expecting
me hone for dinner.

RAY
"1l be fine.

Lily takes a stool at the end of the bar. Ray grabs his
beer and sits next to her.

RAY (cont’ d)
Lily.

Lily looks at Ray for a noment before turning to the
BARTENDER who gi ves her a beer.

LI LY
Thanks.

Lily takes a sip of the beer as the bartender |eaves.

RAY
How are you?
LILY
Oh, | was just fine until | got a

call from soneone wanting to ask
guesti ons about the past.

RAY
Ah, Darren. He called ne,
too. Seens |like a nice guy.

LILY
He shouldn’t come here. Al he's
going to do is stir up bad
menori es.

RAY
He wants answers.

Lily turns to Ray with anger in her eyes.

LILY
He shoul dn’'t cone herel

Ray sighs and slides off of the bar stool.
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RAY
He just wants to know what happened
to Colin.

LILY
He gave up. That’s all he needs to
know.

RAY

Nice talking to you, Lily.
Ray wal ks back to the table where Chuck sits.

CHUCK
Looks |li ke that went well.

RAY
Hey, she didn’t punch ne.
| NT. SERVER FARM DAY

Marty sits at a nonitor studying it carefully. Darren wal ks
into the roomover to Marty.

DARREN
Vell, it’s been approved.
MARTY
What ?
DARREN
My leave. Starting tonmorrow, |'m

on vacation for tw weeks.

MARTY
That's great.

Marty suddenly | ooks up at Darren, a | ook of horror on his
face.

MARTY

What ? Vacati on?
DARREN

Yeah. |’ mtaking your advice.
MARTY

My advice? | never said anything

i ke that.
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You said that you d want answers,
and | have to agree with that. You
al so said that the people in
Colin's letters wouldn’t want to

tal k over the phone. So, | called
my aunt and asked if | could stay
with her for a while. | also
called a few of Colin’s friends,
and sone of themare willing to
neet with ne.

MARTY
Darren, I'’mnot sure | can run this

pl ace w t hout you.

DARREN
That’ s sweet, Marty.
MARTY
|’ mserious. Wat if sonething
happens?
DARREN
Then you Il fix it.
MARTY
Darren- -
DARREN
Marty, you have to have confi dence
in yourself. | have confidence in

you. You can do it.
Marty smles.
MARTY
Good | uck.

EXT. ROAD- DAY

A faded sign that reads "Wl cone to Jackson Springs"

pl anted on the side of the road | eaning to one
side. Darren’ s car passes.

| NT. DARREN S CAR- DAY

Darren drives, focused on the road.

is

27.
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EXT. HELEN S HOUSE- DAY

Darren’s car pulls up to the house. Helen opens the door
and | eans agai nst the door franme. Darren clinbs out of his
car and grabs his suitcase fromthe back seat.

HELEN
You know, | alnost told your Mom
not to let you cone. | know why
you' re here. | don’t know what you
expect to do here.

Darren wal ks up to the door.

DARREN
| just want to ask sone
guestions. | don’t know what to
expect, either. | just want to

know.

Hel en sighs before giving Darren a hug and guiding himinto
t he house.

HELEN
You know where the guest roomis.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT

Wth the remains of dinner in front of them Darren and
Hel en sit at the table |ooking at each other.

HELEN
| play that day over and over in ny
head. He got up at his norna
time, had breakfast |ike normal,
and | eft. He even said, "see you
later,"” as if he didn’t know he was
going to do it.

Hel en wi pes a tear from her face.

HELEN (cont’ d)
| wonder, every day, | wonder if
t here was sonet hi ng, anyt hing,
coul d’ ve done to stop him

DARREN
| don’t think there was anything
you or anyone el se coul d’ ve done.
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HELEN
Your momtold ne about the letters
and about you finding them

DARREN
| never knew he was goi ng through
that. He never said anything to

ne.
HELEN

He told ne. | did what I

could. It wasn't enough.

Hel en stands and clears the table.

HEL EN
Mel i ssa should be here in the
norni ng. She went out of town for
a concert.

DARREN
How is she? | haven't talked to
her since she left for college.

HELEN
She’ s doi ng okay. She’s loving the
college life...and being away from
ne.

Darren stands and wal ks over to the sink.

DARREN
| "ve got the dishes.

HELEN
Thanks.

Hel en pats Darren on the shoul der and | eaves the
room Darren stacks sone of the di shes before taking a deep
br eat h.

| NT. BAR- NI GHT

Lily sits in the now crowmded bar drinking a beer. After a
few sips of the bottle, she takes a shot glass filled wth a
clear liquid and drinks it on one gulp. She slans the glass
down on the bar.

LILY
Bart ender, one nore shot.

The bartender wal ks over to Lily.
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BARTENDER
| don’t think so.

LILY
VWhat ?

BARTENDER

You' re cut off.

LI LY
Cut off? You can’t do that.

BARTENDER
| can, and, if | don’t, the state’'s
going to take ny license. 1’1
call you a cab when you're ready to

go.

LI LY
VWhat ever .

The bartender wal ks away, and Lily rests her head on her
hands.

CALVI N (Os)
Lily? Lily Freeman?

Lily looks up to see Calvin, now ol der, wal king toward her.

LILY
What do you want, Cal vin?

CALVI N
You | ook Iike you need a friend.

LI LY
VWhat | need is another drink.

CALVI N
| can do that.

LILY
How? You going to beat a drink out
of the bartender?

CALVI N
No, | was thinking we head back to
my pl ace.

LILY
Calvin, 1’ve been here since three,

and |’ m nowhere near that drunk.
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CALVI N
Conme on, Lily. Wy won't--

LILY
You know exactly why, you
bastard. Stay away from ne.

Cal vin gets closer to Lily.

CALVI N
At least let nme take you--

Lily junps off of the bar stool and knees Calvin in the
crotch. Calvin drops to the floor in pain. Lily lines up
to kick Calvin in the head but falls over and hits the
floor. Wth a sigh, the bartender helps Lily to her feet.

BARTENDER
Ckay, you're going hone.

RAY (0S)
"1l take her.

Everyone | ooks to see Ray wal king into the bar.

LILY
Hey, Ray, how s it goi ng?

BARTENDER
s she going to kick you in the
balls, too?

LILY
No, Ray’s a good guy.
CALVI N
Ray, help a guy out.
RAY
Go fuck yourself, Calvin. Lily,

ready?

I NT. RAY’ S CAR- NI GHT

Ray drives while Lily, who is nostly conscious, rides in the
passenger seat.

RAY
So, you were in the bar yesterday,
and you were there tonight.



LILY
So were you.

RAY
Yeah, for a couple of hours. Then
| went honme. You ve suddenly taken
up heavy dri nking.

Lily I eans her head agai nst the gl ass.
RAY (cont’ d)

You want to tell ne what's
bot heri ng you?

LILY
There’ s not enough al cohol in this
t own.

RAY
Lily.

Lily slowy | ooks over at Ray.

LILY
You cane back

RAY
Well, | thought you m ght need a
ride. | heard you left your car
there the night before.

LILY
Then you probably know why | was
t here.

Ray si ghs.
RAY

You m ght feel better if you just
tal ked to him

LILY
No, what would make ne feel better
is if you pulled over.

RAY
Huh?

LILY
Li ke, now.

Ray | ooks at Lily for a noment before his eyes w den.
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RAY
On!

Ray pulls the car to a stop. Lily opens the door and vonits
onto the road. After a few nonents she cl oses the door and
rests her head against the back of the seat. Ray puts the
car in notion.

LILY
Thank you.

RAY
You’' re wel cone.

LILY
| thought we were good friends to
him you, me, and Chuck. What kind
of friends were we if he thought
that was the best thing he could
do? We were supposed to be there
for him and he just left, just
left us here like it was nothing.

RAY
W did what we could. W tried to
help him W tried to do what we
coul d.

Lily closes her eyes and rests her head agai nst the w ndow.

RAY (cont’ d)
| tried to keep the bullies away
mysel f, but | couldn’t do it. |
think, if we knew what he was goi ng
to do, we woul d’ ve done anyt hi ng,
anything in our power to stop him

Ray | ooks over to see that Lily has fallen asleep.

RAY (cont’ d)
| know you woul d’ ve.

I NT. COLI N S BEDROOW DAY

The room | ooks al nost exactly the way it did the day Colin
killed hinself. Darren walks into the roomand stops in the
center. He takes a |look around like he’s trying to absorb
ever yt hi ng.

Melissa, ten years older, wal ks into the room and stops
behind Darren. After a nonent, with a | ook of anger on her
face, she slaps Darren on his shoul der bringing himout of
his trance. He w nces and grabs his shoul der.



DARREN
VWhat the hell, Melissa?

MELI SSA
You know damm well why | did
that. Wsat the hell do you think
you' re going to do here?

DARREN
Nice to see you, too, Ml

MELI SSA
Darren, we don’t need the problens
this is going to cause. | know why
you' re here. | heard Momtal ki ng
about the letters with Aunt Alice.

DARREN
Don’t you want to know why?

MELI SSA
O course | want to know He was
nmy brother, dam it!

Hel en wal ks into the room

HELEN
What’ s goi ng on?

Darren and Melissa | ook at Hel en.

HELEN (cont’ d)
What’s with the scream ng, Melissa?

DARREN
W were just discussing the plan
for today.

HELEN
Loudl y.

DARREN
She di sagreed with what | had in
m nd.

Mel i ssa scoffs.
MELI SSA
That’s putting it mldly. Mm
can’t believe you' re going al ong
with this.

Mel i ssa | eaves the room
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DARREN
D d sonet hing happen that | should
know about ?

Hel en sighs and carefully sits on the bed.

HELEN
Colin was the first person to
commt suicide in Jackson Springs
in fifty years. The town didn’'t
take it well.

DARREN
VWhat did they do?

HELEN
They assumed that sonething was
seriously wong with him sonething
involving his famly, and
especially his nother. W were
harassed. They clained that | was
a bad parent for raising a kid that
woul d do that.

DARREN
VWhat the hell is wong with this
t own?

HELEN

Good question. O course, that was
the past. Nobody here likes to
tal k about that.

DARREN
Well, maybe it’s tinme for that to
change.

EXT. HELEN S HOUSE- DAY

Darren | eaves the house and stops a short distance fromhis
car. Leaning against the driver’s side door is Mlissa.

DARREN
Are you going to slap ne agai n?

Mel i ssa smrks.

MELI SSA
|’msorry for that. I...it’s still
alittle painful to think about it.
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DARREN
Yeah.
MELI SSA
| want to conme with you
DARREN
Onh?
MELI SSA
Two reasons. One, we haven't seen
each other in a fewyears. 1'd
like to hang out with you.
DARREN
Good enough right there.
MELI SSA
And two, | don’t want you to get
your ass ki cked.
DARREN
|’ ve reached the second dan in
karate. | can protect nyself.
MELI SSA

|’ m sure the second dan is
sonmething really good, but 1'd Ilike
to keep you out of fights.

Darren nods.

DARREN
Fair enough. After all, the best
fight is the one you re not in.

MELI SSA
One rule, though. No M. M yagi
crap, okay?

Darren smrks.
DARREN
kay.
| NT. LILY S BEDROOW DAY
Lily, wearing the clothes she wore the night before and in
the m dst of a nasty hangover, |ays across the bed, a

washcl oth over her eyes. The doorbell rings, and Lily npans
in pain.
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LI LY

Wy ?

Slowy, Lily pulls herself fromthe bed.

EXT. LILY S HOUSE- DAY

Darren and Melissa wait outside of the front door.

DARREN
So, what's she |ike?
MEL| SSA
You didn't talk to her?
DARREN
| tried. | think we got cut off.
MEL| SSA
Wll, | haven't seen her in a few
years, but, fromwhat | renenber

she was sweet.

Very pretty, too.

Lily opens the door and w nces at the sunlight.

LILY
Can | hel p you?
DARREN
|’ m Darren Spence. | tried calling

you the other day, but | think
somet hi ng happened to the line. |
was wondering if you had sone tine
to tal k about Colin Masterson.

LI LY

No.

Lily cl oses the door.
at the door.

Darren and Melissa continue to | ook

MELI SSA
Wel |, peopl e can change.

EXT. BAR- DAY

Darren’s car pulls to a stop in the parking lot of the
bar. Darren and Melissa get out and head for the door to

t he buil di ng.
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Did you at least talk to then?

DARREN
Yeah, | talked to Ray. Seened |ike
a nice guy.

MELI SSA
Yeah, he is.

Darren suddenly stops causing Melissa to do the sane.

DARREN
Are you even old enough to go in
t here?

MELI SSA
Un..well...

DARREN

Wait for ne in the car

MELI SSA
You could vouch for ne.

DARREN
| don’t think so. By the way, |
don’t know how Aunt Hel en coul dn’t
snmell it, but I know what that
snell is on your clothes.

Mel i ssa | ooks nervous.

MELI SSA
VWhat snel | ?
DARREN
That very distinct snell | haven’'t

snmel | ed since college. How |ong
have you been snoki ng pot?

Mel i ssa | ooks annoyed.
MELI SSA
Si nce high school. How do you
think I survived this town?
Darren sighs then tosses the car keys to Melissa.

DARREN
Just don’t let Aunt Helen find out.

38.



39.

MELI SSA
Yeah, | know.
DARREN
Wait here for me. | won't be |ong.

Darren wal ks toward the bar as Melissa opens the door to the
car.

DARREN (cont’ d)
And don’t change ny presets.

MELI SSA
Yeah, yeah.

| NT. BAR- DAY

The bar is nearly enpty. At a table Ray and Chuck nurse
beers. Darren, carrying a soda, wal ks over to the table.

DARREN
Are you Ray and Chuck?

Ray and Chuck | ook up at him

RAY
Yeah. Darren?

Darren shakes their hands before sitting down.

DARREN
Thanks for neeting ne.

CHUCK
Hey, no problem W were talking
about how long it’s been the other
day.

DARREN
Ten years.

RAY
What got you to call us?

DARREN
Colin sent a bunch of letters to ny
Mom He called you two good

friends.

RAY
W were friends, yeah, but | don't
know how good we were. | think we

shoul d’ ve known.
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DARREN
No one di d.

CHUCK
At least we didn't treat himlike
shit |ike everyone el se here.

DARREN
| didn’t know things were that bad
until the letters.

RAY
The thing about Colin was that he
was, um. .

DARREN
Weird? Strange?

RAY
D fferent.

DARREN
Yeah, | know. That’s why he was ny
favorite cousin.
Ray and Chuck smle.
CHUCK
Yeah, | think that’s why we I|iked
him too.

Ray and Chuck get serious again.

RAY
The thing about this town is that
being different is seen...like a

sin, really. You re supposed to be
i ke everybody else. Don't step
out of Iine. Don't try to change

anything. |If you' re a guy, you're
supposed to |ike
football. Violence is

good. Reading is bad.

DARREN
Fun town.

RAY
Colin hated football and really
didn’t want to hit anything.



Ray turns
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DARREN
And he | oved to read.

RAY
Yeah. People thought he was sone
sort of freak.

CHUCK
Because of that, they thought it
was okay to pick on him

DARREN
| " mnot seeing the logic there.

CHUCK
Yeah, what |ogic? Anyway, they
did...horrible things to him

DARREN
He was bulli ed.

RAY
Oh, he was nore than bulli ed.

t o Chuck

RAY (cont’ d)
You renmenber that day in the park?

CHUCK
Ch yes. We were tal king about the
gane that Friday and how we weren’t
going to go. Then we saw him He
was bl eeding, linmping...it |ooked
i ke he went ten rounds wi th Rocky.

RAY
W asked hi m what happened. He
said he fell down a hill.

CHUCK
| asked himwho was waiting at the
bottom for him

RAY
We t hought we knew who did it, but
he refused to tell us. W called
the cops because he’d got his ass
ki cked that badly.

DARREN
What happened?



CHUCK
We don’t know. He didn't say
anything to them

RAY
A few days later, | heard a few of
the football players tal king about
how they beat himup. | told the
princi pal and he did not hing.
DARREN
Way woul dn’t Colin say anythi ng?
RAY
| don’t know. | guess, by that

point, he didn't think anyone would
help. Al he had to do was ask,

t hough. | woul d’ ve been

there. Chuck woul d’ ve been there.

CHUCK
Don't forget Lily.

DARREN
Lily Freeman?

CHUCK
Yeah. You've nmet her?

DARREN
Not quite. She slammed her door in
nmy face.

Ray and Chuck share a gl ance.

DARREN ( cont’ d)
VWhat ?

RAY
In those letters, what did they say
about Lily?

DARREN
That she was his friend, his
cl osest friend actually.

RAY
The feeling was nutual. They spent
a lot of tine together. She took
it really hard when he died. She
hasn’t said his name since then

42.



CHUCK
Ten years.

Darren | eans back in the chair.

DARREN
|’ ve probably stirred up sone
really bad feelings.

RAY
| wouldn’t worry about it. She's
tough. If it would help, I could
talk to her.

DARREN
| f you think you could help.

| NT. DARREN S CAR- DAY

Melissa sits in the passenger seat playing on her cel
Darren clinbs into the car and takes a deep
hi m and puts away her

phone.
br eat h.

Mel i ssa | ooks up at

VELI SSA
Everyt hi ng okay?

DARREN
Let’ s get |unch.

MELI SSA
That bad?

DARREN
That heavy.

| NT. RESTAURANT- DAY

The afternoon lunch crowd fills the restaurant.
Darren and Melissa slowy eat.

corner,

MELI SSA
Yeah, | renenber that. Mmgot a
call fromthe enmergency room W
got there, and he | ooked
terrible. Mmkept asking himwho
didit, but he didn't say
anything. Ray and Chuck were
t here, and they were pissed.

43.
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DARREN
Yeah, they didn't seemvery
happy. | have a feeling that, if

they could, they’'d go after the
guys who went after Colin.

MELI SSA
Oh, they were mad at them but they
were mad at Colin, too. Mmknew
that he was tired of talking. He
want ed sonmething to get done, and
he couldn’t do it hinself.

Darren sighs and | ooks down at the table for a nonent.

DARREN

Are you okay with ne doing this?

mean, | know now how bad t hi ngs

got, and I know it’s tough on you.
MELI SSA

Don't worry about that. |’mfine.
DARREN

Do you want ne to keep doing this?
MELI SSA

Darren, 1’'ve wanted to ask the

guestions you’' ve been asking for
years. W needed soneone with the
balls to do this. I'mwth you al
t he way.

DARREN
Even if they cone after you?

MELI SSA
Let them |I'mtired of being quiet
about this.

I NT. LILY S BEDROOM DAY

Lily, nowin a long nightgown, |ays on her bed staring at
the ceiling. The doorbell rings, and she glares toward the
front of the house. Slowy, she rises fromthe bed and
heads out of the room
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EXT. LILY S HOUSE- DAY
Ray waits patiently outside. Lily opens the door.

LILY
Ray.

RAY
Hey, Lily. How s it going?

LILY
Not bad. Thank you for the rescue
fromthe bar.

RAY
No problem Can | cone in?

LILY
That depends. Have you been
visited by a stranger? A man naned
Darren?

RAY
Yeah, not too |ong ago.

LILY
Then, no.

Lily noves behind the door.

RAY
Lily wait!

Lily closes the door.

RAY (cont’ d)
Lily, cone on!

Ray pounds on the door.

LILY (0S)
Go away!

RAY
" mnot |eaving until we talk.

Ray | eans against the wall next to the door.
RAY (cont’ d)
Lily, he just wants answers. He
wants to know what happened to his
cousi n.

Lily, with tears in her eyes, opens the door.



LILY
You know what happened? His
cousin, that selfish coward, threw
himsel f off of a cliff wthout even
a goodbye. He just said, "fuck al
of you! 1’m done!"

RAY
You really think he was a selfish
cowar d?

LILY
Isn’t that what they say about
suicide? It’s the coward s way
out, right?

RAY
Maybe that’s what they say, but
you're not the kind of person that
woul d be friends with a coward.

Lily wipes the tears from her eyes.

Ray turns

Ray st ops

RAY (cont’ d)
Darren just wants answers. He
wants to know why his cousin, his
favorite cousin, killed

himself. |t wouldn’t hurt to talk
to him
to | eave.

LILY

Wait, that’s it? You conme here and
make nme cry, and then you're just
going to | eave?

and faces Lily.

Ray sm | es.

RAY
| don’t think I can say any nore.
LILY
Well, you could at |east ask ne out
to di nner.
RAY

You woul dn’t go out with ne way
back when. Wy would I think you
woul d now?

46.
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LILY
|"’d like to think |I’ve changed a
little bit in ten years. Pick ne
up Friday at six.

Lily closes the door. Wth a smrk on his face, Ray wal ks
away fromthe house.

EXT. SUPERMARKET- DAY

Darren and Melissa walk toward the store. A few cars are
par ked nearby in the parking |ot.

MELI SSA
Oh, | need to pick up sone flour.

DARREN
Fl our ?

MELI SSA
For baki ng.

DARREN
When did you start baking?

MELI SSA
A while ago. You know t hose
oat meal cookies you | ove so
much? | nmake them

DARREN
| al ways thought there was
somet hing m ssing fromthem

Darren | aughs as Melissa playfully slaps himon the
shoul der.

VELI SSA
So, why are we here? | think
you' ve net, or at least tried to
neet, all of Colin s friends.

DARREN
| think the guy here wasn't a
friend. H's nanme is Calvin
Jef f er son.

Mel i ssa stops Darren.
MELI SSA

Have you talked to hin? D d you
call hin®
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DARREN
No, | didn't think he'd tal k.
MELI SSA
Darren, he’s not exactly a friendly
guy.
DARREN
Yeah?
MELI SSA

Well, to put it nicely, he’'s a
total asshol e.

DARREN
|’ mglad you put it nicely.

MELI SSA
He was supposed to go to college on
a football scholarship. This town
m ght not care about what he did to
Colin, but that college did. He
| ost the schol arshi p.

DARREN
| bet he’s not too happy about
t hat .

Mel i ssa shakes her head.

MELI SSA
Be careful with him

Darren nods.

DARREN
Ckay.

| NT. SUPERVARKET- DAY

Cal vin, now ol der, stacks products froma box on a
shelf. Darren conmes around the corner and slowy wal ks over
to him

DARREN
Excuse ne, are you Calvin
Jef ferson?

CALVI N
Yeah. Who wants to know?



DARREN
My nane is Darren Spence. Do you
have tinme to answer a few
guestions?

Cal vin | ooks up at Darren.

CALVI N
Depends on the questions.

DARREN
Fai r enough.

CALVI N
Mnd if | keep working?

DARREN
Go ahead.

Cal vin goes back to his stacking.

DARREN (cont’ d)
|"m Colin Masterson’s cousi n.

CALVI N
God damm it.

Cal vi n st ands.

CALVI N (cont’ d)
| didn’t kill him alright? It’'s
not ny fault. Wat the hell is it
going to take to get you people off
ny back?

DARREN
Whoa, whoa, whoa, cal mdown. All
want to do is ask sone
questions. |’mnot accusing you of
anyt hi ng.

CALVI N
You here for revenge?

DARREN
No, no revenge. He nentioned you
in sone letters he wote to ny nom

Calvin returns to his stacking.

CALVI N
What did he say about ne?



DARREN
Not very nice things.

CALVI N
Not surprised. He was easy to pick
on. He was a scrawny little
wei r do.

Cal vin | ooks up at Darren.

CALVIN (cont’d)
No of f ense.

DARREN
Sur e.

Cal vin goes back to his stacking.
CALVI N

A | ot of people picked on him not
just me. He was just that weird.

DARREN
So, that made it right?
CALVI N
Hey, it’s not ny fault. [It’s just

the way he was. He stood out. He
was ki nd of goofy, but it’s not ny
faul t.

Colin finishes his stacking and stands.

CALVIN (cont’d)
| " ve al ways thought he offed
hi msel f when that old guy, um
Echevaria, broke up with him

DARREN
Br oke up?

CALVI N
Ch, you didn’t know? He played for
the same team if you know what

mean.
DARREN

You think he was gay?
CALVI N

Think? | watched himgo into

Echevaria s house. He was into old
guys | guess. Echevaria still
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CALVI N
lives by Bailey Park. | bet, if
you went there, he’'d tell you he
broke up with him

DARREN
Nice talking to you

Darren wal ks away as Calvin pulls out a phone. Calvin dials
a nunber as Darren rounds the corner.

CALVI N
Yeah, Victor, it’s Calvin. | just
got a visit from soneone asking
guestions about Masterson...Darren
Spence...yeah, | think he needs to
go hone.

EXT. SUPERMARKET- DAY

Melissa waits outside with a grocery bag. Darren, with an
annoyed | ook on his face, wal ks out of the store. Melissa
falls in step with him

MELI SSA
How d it go?

DARREN
He’ s a fucking dunbass.

MELI SSA
That well, huh?
| NT. GUEST ROOWF NI GHT

Darren lays in bed staring up at the ceiling not even cl ose
to sl eep.

COLIN (Os)
So, how s it goi ng?

DARREN
Good.

COLIN (Os)
Good?

Darren | ooks over at Colin who | eans against the wall.
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DARREN
The neeting wth Ray and Chuck went
very well.

COLIN
O course.

DARREN
kay, so things with Lily didn’t go
wel | .

COLI N

She sl ammed the door in your face.

DARREN
Well, yeah, there s that.

COLI N
Then there's Cal vin.

DARREN
Calvin, yes. Wat a jackass. So,
it could ve gone better, but he did
give me a | ead.

COLI' N
Echevaria. Do you know anyt hi ng
about hi n?

DARREN
Nope.

CCLI N
Shoul d be fun.
EXT. ECHEVARI A' S HOUSE- DAY

Darren and Melissa clinb out of Darren’s car and | ook up at
the [ arge house. Across the street is a |arge park.

DARREN
VWow.

MELI SSA
Ni ce pl ace.

Darren and Melissa wal k toward the front door.

DARREN
Do you anything about this guy?
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MELI SSA
Only that he's the only Echevaria
in town. Lui s Echevari a.

DARREN
Wnder what he does for a
living. This is a great house.

Darren and Melissa reach the door, and Darren rings the
doorbell. After a few nonents, LU S (60's, overweight)
stands in the doorway.

LU S
Can | help you?
DARREN
H, I"'mDarren. This is

Mel i ssa. Are you Luis Echevaria?

LU S
Yes, yes | am

DARREN
| was hopi ng you could answer a few
guestions about Colin Msterson.

Luis | ooks at Darren and Melissa for a few nonments.

LU S
No.

Luis closes the door |leaving Darren and Melissa staring
st unned.

DARREN
Huh.
MELI SSA
Are you okay?
DARREN
Ch yeah. [I'mgetting used to

havi ng doors slamed in ny face.

| NT. DARREN S CAR- DAY
Darren drives while Melissa rides in the passenger seat.
DARREN

| don't get it. Wy wouldn't he
want to talk if he knew Colin?
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MELI SSA
The town took what happened pretty
hard. Maybe they don’t want to
drag up ol d nenori es.

DARREN
| just don't get it.

MEL| SSA
| can’t help you with that.

Mel i ssa | ooks out of the wi ndow for a nonent.

MELI SSA (cont’ d)
You know, you’ ve been goi ng al nost
nonst op since you’' ve been
here. Have you thought about
taki ng a break?

DARREN
| don’t have very | ong.

MELI SSA
Yeah, but a little rest wouldn’t
hurt. There's a carnival tonight
at the high school.

DARREN
A carnival ?

MELI SSA
Yeah. Should be a | ot of
fun. There’'s going to be rides,
food, ganes...girls.

DARREN
Melissa, really? You want ne to
hook up?

MEL| SSA

Okay, Aunt Alice called this
norni ng while you were in the
shower. She wanted me and Momto
get you to have fun. She also said
you need sone |ovin'.

DARREN
On dear God! She did not say that.

MELI SSA
Not those exact words, no. She
thinks you're a little uptight.

Darren | ooks like he’s going to object but stops.
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DARREN
| haven't really tried to have fun
since |’ve been here. Maybe the
carni val would be fun

MELI SSA
Yeah. | think you' re going to |ike
it.
EXT. HELEN S HOUSE- DAY

Victor, older and in a police uniform stands in front of an
annoyed Helen. A police car blocks the driveway.

HELEN

What is this really about?
VI CTOR

Ma' anf
HELEN

| remenber you. Do you want us to
suffer nore?

VI CTOR
Ma’ am your nephew has had a few
conpl ai nts agai nst him for
har assment .

Hel en | aughs.

HELEN
Harassnment? | find that hard to
bel i eve.

Darren’s car pulls to a stop behind the police car.
HELEN (cont’ d)
There he is. You can ask him
your sel f.

Darren and Melissa clinb out of the car and wal k over to
Hel en and Vi ctor.

VELI SSA
Everyt hi ng okay, Monf®

HELEN
For the npbst part.
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VI CTOR
Are you Darren?

DARREN
Yes.

VI CTOR

There have been reports of you
har assi ng peopl e.

DARREN
Har assi ng?

HELEN
Oficer..

VI CTOR

Kauf man, Victor Kaufman.
Melissa’s eyes w den.

HEL EN
O ficer Kaufman, all that Darren’s
been doing is asking questions.

DARREN
That’s right. |If no one wants to
answer them they don’'t have
to. 1’ve had several doors sl amred
in ny face al ready.

VI CTOR
Well, just be careful. | don't
want to have this conversation

agai n.

Victor wal ks toward the police car while Darren, Helen, and
Mel i ssa watch him

MELI SSA
| know him He was one of the
bast ards who went after Colin.

Darren and Hel en nod.

DARREN
Colin wote about himin his
letters. They're trying to
intimdate ne.

HELEN
Darren, they’ ve pissed ne off
now. Do what you need to do.
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DARREN
| think I need to ask questions at
t he carnival tonight.

EXT. FAI RGROUND- NI GHT

The carnival is well attended with many peopl e noving
t hrough the Mdway. A Ferris Weel spins at the far side of
t he carni val

Darren and Melissa wal k onto the fairgrounds.

VELI SSA
So, you'll follow ne, and you’l
wait for nme to point out soneone.

DARREN
Then | go up, introduce nyself, and
go fromthere.

MELI SSA
Sounds good.
DARREN
You know, we make a good team
MELI SSA
Well, | can be pretty good when |I’'m
not i vat ed.
PATTY (0OS)
Mel i ssa!

Mel i ssa and Darren stops as PATTY (early 20's, pretty) runs
up to them

PATTY
Melissa, how s it going?

Patty gives Melissa a warm hug.

PATTY (cont’d)
It’s been so Iong. How have you
been?

MELI SSA
Good, very good. You?

PATTY
Oh, can’t conpl ain.
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MELI SSA
Darren, this is Patty, a friend
fromhigh school. Patty, this is
my cousin, Darren.

DARREN
Hel | o.

Darren and Patty shake hands.

PATTY
H. Youmndif | steal Melissa
for a while?
MELI SSA
Well, actually--
DARREN
Ch, no, go ahead. 1’'Ill be fine.
MELI SSA
But - -
DARREN
You two catch up. [1’'ll be by the
food stand.
VELI SSA
You' re sure?
DARREN
Yeah, 1’11 be fine.
PATTY
Conme on. |’'ve got sonething I
think you Il 1|ike.

Patty pulls Melissa away | eaving Darren by hinself.

DARREN
Wll, at |east sonebody’ s going to
have fun tonight.

EXT. CARNI VAL M DWAY- NI GHT

Mel i ssa and Patty, hol di ng hands, wal k through the
M dway. Calvin and Victor, |eaning against one of the
ganmes, watches them pass before they snmle at each other.

CALVI N
Her cousin is probably around here
sonewher e.
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VI CTOR
Let’s say hi.

Calvin and Victor head into the M dway.

EXT. WOCODS- NI GHT

The lights of the carnival flash behind Melissa and Patty as
t hey nove into the woods.

PATTY
Col | ege goi ng okay?
MELI SSA
Yeah. |[|’ve finally settled on a
major. |l’mgoing to be a
pl aywr i ght.
PATTY

You always could wite.

Patty casually pulls out a joint from her pocket and lights
it. After a few puffs, she passes it to Melissa.

MELI SSA
How are things with you?

PATTY
Accounting couldn’t be nore
boring. | think 1’"’mgoing to
change ny nmaj or soon.

Mel i ssa takes a few puffs on the joint and passes it back.

PATTY (cont’ d)
So, your cousin, Darren, what’'s he
like?

MELI SSA
| think you' d Iike him Right now,
he’s got a lot of stuff on his
m nd, though. He's here talking to
peopl e about Coli n.

PATTY
Were they cl ose?

MEL| SSA
Very close. | don’t think Darren
every got over what happened.
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EXT. FOOD STAND- NI GHT

Darren sits at a table nmunching on nachos and sipping a
soda. Chuck and MARIA (late 20" s-early 30's) walks up to
t he tabl e.

CHUCK
Darr en.

Darren wi pes his hands on a napkin then shakes Chuck’s hand.

DARREN
Chuck, hi.
CHUCK
This is ny wife, Mria.
MARI A
Hi .
DARREN
Hel | o.

Darren and Mari a shake hands.

CHUCK
So, you heard about the carnival.

DARREN
Yeah, Mel brought ne here, then
soneone naned Patty grabbed her and
t ook her away.

MARI A
Ah yes, Patty. | renmenber they
wer e al ways close in high school.

DARREN
They probably haven't seen each
other for a while.

CHUCK
well, if we see them we’'ll rem nd
Mel i ssa that you’' re here.

Darren | aughs.

DARREN
Thanks. Oh, by the way, have you
ever heard of Luis Echevaria?
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CHUCK
No, | don't so.

MARI A
The nanme sounds famliar, but |
don’t know wher e.

DARREN
Ah.  kay.

CHUCK
W'l send Melissa back your
way. See you later.

MARI A
Ni ce neeting you.

DARREN
You, too.

Chuck and Maria wal k away. Darren sighs the finishes the
| ast of his nachos. He tosses the nacho tray into the
nearest trash can. Before he can wal k away, Cal vin and
Victor grab his arns.

CALVI N
Hel | o, Darren.

VI CTOR
Let’s take a wal k.

Calvin and Victor |lead Darren through the M dway.

EXT. CARNI VAL M DWAY- NI GHT

Ray and Lily, both nicely dressed, hold hands and wal k
t hrough the M dway.

LILY
Di nner was good.

RAY
Yeah.

LILY

It’s been so |l ong since |I’ve been
to Georgio’'s.

RAY
Best | asagna in town.

Lily smrks.
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RAY (cont’ d)
Haven't seen that in a while.

LILY
What ?

RAY
You smling. | wasn't sure you
still knew how to do that.

LILY
| guess |’ve been closed off for a
whi | e.

Lily | ooks down at the ground for a nonent.

LILY (cont’d)
Have you heard from um Darren
| atel y?

RAY
No, not for a couple of day.

Ray puts his armaround Lily’ s shoul ders.

RAY (cont’ d)
| know why you don’t want to talk
to him

LILY

| " m not ready.

RAY
| " mokay with that.

LI LY
No, you’'re not.

Ray sm rks.

RAY
No, I'"mnot, but I'’mnot going to
push you. 1’mnot going to say any
nore about him

In front of them Calvin and Victor pull Darren through the
M dway.

RAY (cont’ d)
Except | think we should foll ow
t hem

Ray and Lily rush after them
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EXT. WOODS- NI GHT

Mel i ssa and Patty lay on the ground in a warm enbrace with
their lips |ocked passionately. A noise grabs Melissa’'s
attention, and she | ooks up.

PATTY
Rel ax. No one’s here.

MELI SSA
| heard sonet hing.

PATTY
Probably just an ani mal.

Mel i ssa and Patty go back to their kissing.

CALVI N (0S)
So, you been asking questions
agai n?

Mel i ssa and Patty | ook up quickly.
MELI SSA

(whi speri ng)
Tell me you heard that.

VI CTOR ( 0S)
wel | ?

Calvin and Victor lead Darren into the woods.

DARREN
Not recently, but since you're
her e- -

VI CTOR

Now, what did | say earlier? Stop
har assi ng peopl e.

DARREN
Ch, like you' re doi ng now?

CALVI N
That’ s not very nice, Darren. He's
a | aw enforcenent officer.

Mel i ssa and Patty quietly nove closer.

DARREN
And abusi ng your power. You know,
judging by what Colin said in his
letters, you two haven’'t changed at
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DARREN
all. You re just the sane
worthl ess bullies now that you were

t hen.
Calvin |l ooks like he’s going to throw a punch at Darren.

RAY (OS)
Hey guys!

The three nmen turn to see Ray and Lily running up to them

RAY
What’' s up? Everything okay?
CALVI N
Everything' s fine.
VI CTOR
We’'re having a private conversation
here, so--
DARREN
So, why don’t you join us?
VI CTOR
O go away. You don’t need to be
her e.
DARREN
What’s wong? Don’t want an
audi ence?

Mel i ssa wal ks up to Calvin and kicks himin the back of the
knee. Patty stops just behind Melissa.

Calvin lays on the ground hol ding his knee.

CALVI N
Son of a bitchl

VI CTOR
| saw that. That's assault.

DARREN
What’s it called when you take
sonmeone somewhere against their
will?

Victor glares at Darren.
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MELI SSA
You need to go before | do nore to
Cal vi n.

LILY
Go for the balls. They' re probably
still alittle tender from when
ki cked hi mthe other night.

Cal vin wi nces.

RAY
| think it’s tinme for you to go.

Victor helps Calvin to his feet, and they |linp away toward
t he carni val

RAY (cont’ d)
What did you do?

DARREN
Just asked a few questions.

LILY
| can understand how they feel.

Lily wal ks away.
RAY

G ve her tine, Darren. She'll cone
ar ound.

Ray follows Lily.

DARREN
Well, that was fun

Patty | ooks at Darren and shakes her head.

DARREN (cont’ d)
If you two are done nmaking out, 1'd
like to go hone.

Mel i ssa flinches.

MVELI SSA
VWhat ?

DARREN
Unl ess you’ ve suddenly swi tched
shades of |ipstick, you ve been
ki ssing each ot her.
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MELI SSA
Darren, please don't tell Mom

DARREN
What? That you're a
| esbian? Look, if she doesn’t know
by now, she’s never going to figure
it out.

PATTY
lt’s been fun, M.

Patty kisses Melissa on the cheek.
PATTY (cont’d)
Gve ne acall. I’"mgoing to be in
town for a while.

Patty noves toward the carnival. Darren smles and | ooks at
Mel i ssa.

DARREN
| |ike her.

| NT. DARREN S CAR- NI GHT

Darren drives while Melissa sits in the passenger seat.

MELI SSA
| don’t know what to say to her. |
mean, |’ ve thought about it, but I

don’t know how to put it.

DARREN
How to put it? Just be honest.

MELI SSA
Honest, right. Hey Mom Yeah, the
carnival was fun. Patty says
hi. OCh, by the way, I'ma
| esbi an. Goodni ght .

Darren chuckl es.

DARREN
Vell, mybe a little gentler. Mel,
this is your life. This is who you
are. Don’t hide it. Be
yoursel f. Besides, Aunt Hel en
seens to be open m nded.



MELI SSA
Yeah, right.

Darren gl ances at Melissa for a nonent.

DARREN
Huh?

MELI SSA
| overhead Mom and Colin talking
about sonet hi ng about a nonth
before he died. At the tine, |
didn’t know what was goi ng on, but,
as | got older, things nade nore
sense.

DARREN
kay, what was it about?

MELI SSA
| think Colin cane out to Mom and
she didn’t like it.

Darren | aughs.

MELI SSA (cont’ d)
What the hell’s so funny?

DARREN
Mel, Colin wasn't gay.

MELI SSA
How do you know?

DARREN
| kind of got the feeling that
there was a girl in his life.

MELI SSA
Did you neet her?

DARREN
No, but there were tines, when
was staying with you guys, that
he’ d sneak out and asked ne to
cover for him He d cone back an
hour or two later with |ipstick on
his face or shirt.

MELI SSA
Wel |, that doesn’t necessarily nean
anyt hi ng.
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DARREN
Real | y?

MELI SSA
Ckay, so maybe he wasn’'t gay. Who
was the girl?

DARREN
| never met her.

MELI SSA
As far as | knew, there was only
one girl in his life, and that was
Lily.

DARREN
Lily?

horror crosses Darren’s face.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Ah shit.

MELI SSA
What ?

DARREN
Maybe that’s why she’s so pissed
with me. The guy she was with
killed hinself, and now his idiot
cousin conmes into town draggi ng up
ol d nmenori es.

MELI SSA
| think she' |l be okay.

DARREN
What nmade you think Colin was gay?

MELI SSA
Mom was yelling at hi mone day,
sonet hi ng about the police telling
her about himvisiting sone guy,
sonme old guy. She was heavily
i mpl yi ng that they were doing, um
sonet hi ng toget her.

DARREN
Did Colin deny it?

MELI SSA
Colin was acting |ike he didn’t
know what she was saying. He
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admtted that he was visiting this

ol d guy, but, beyond that, he
didn’'t seemto understand what she
was saying. O course, Colin

woul dn’t tal k about it, and Mom
woul dn’t admit that the
conversation ever happened.

DARREN
What ever he was doing with this
guy, | doubt it was anything like
t hat .

MELI SSA
Vell, if sonething was happeni ng,
|’mnot sure | want to bring Mom
down on ne like that.

| NT. GUEST ROOM NI GHT
Darren lays in bed staring up at the ceiling.
DARREN
So, what were you doing with this

mysterious old guy?

COLI N ( 08)
Darren, you're a smart guy.

Colin sits on the end of the bed | ooking at Darren.

COLIN
What did | like to do in ny spare
time?

DARREN

Read. You read a lot, way nore
than I did, and I read a | ot of
books.

COLI N
kay, start fromthere.

DARREN
You room doesn’t look like it’s
been touched.

COLI N
It probably hasn’t.

Darren clinbs fromthe bed and | eaves the room
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| NT. COLIN S BEDROOMt NI GHT
Darren wal ks into the roomand stops in the center.

DARREN
Ckay, now what ?

Darren wal ks over to the desk and picks up a well worn
notepad. He opens it to the first page.

| NSERT: NOTEPAD PAGE

At the top of the page are the words "Man of Mystery." The
rest of the page is covered in text.

Darren puts the notepad back on the desk. Nearby is a novel
witten by Louis Ecks and starring a character named Houston
McKni ght .

DARREN (cont’ d)
Ah, Houston MKnight, crusader of
justice, defender of the
hel pl ess. ..

Darren picks up the novel and flips it over to the back
page. His eyes wi den with shock.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Ch ny God.
EXT. ECHEVARI A' S HOUSE- DAY
Lui s opens the door as Darren stands outside.

DARREN
You' re Louis Ecks.

Luis recoils in shock
DARREN (cont’ d)
You wrote the Houston MKni ght
series. | |ove those books.

Luis sml es.

LU S
Wl |, thank you.
DARREN
So did Colin. | bet he figured it

out the way | did.

Lui s nods and si ghs.
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LU S
Let’'s take a wal k.
EXT. BAI LEY PARK- DAY

A few joggers run through the park. A few people play with
dogs nearby. Darren and Luis wal k down a path.

LU S
Colin was a great kid, and he was
turning into a brilliant witer.
DARREN

| read sone of his work | ast
ni ght. He was good.

LU S
Very good.

Luis stops and sits on a bench. Darren follows a nonent
| ater.

LU S
| guess he saw ne around town and
realized that the man | ooki ng at
himfromthe back of those novels
was ne. He knocked on ny door,
i ntroduced hinsel f, and asked for

witing help. |I'ma private
person. |’d rather be |eft

al one. So, when he cane by, | just
wanted to send himaway. | decided

that 1'd read one of his stories

t hi nki ng that he was just sone
young wannabe. |1’d tear it apart,
and he' d | eave and never come back.

DARREN
What happened?

LU S
He was actually good. | nean, he
was still young and had some work

ahead of him but he was in better
shape than | was at his age. He
was going to be a great witer. |
had to help him

DARREN
Did you know he was being bullied?
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Know? | saw him after one of his,
um meetings with his
tormentors. | urged himto talk to

the school. He said he had, and
they didn’t do anything. |
woul d’ ve said sonething to his
not her, but he said that she
woul dn’ t approve of him com ng
over.

DARREN
It didn’t | ook good.
LU S
| know, | know. At the time, |
just saw a witer in need of
help. | forgot that | was close to

being an old man with a teenager.

Lui s sighs and shakes his head.

LU S (cont’d)
After one of the beatings, | had
enough. | told the school what was
happeni ng thinking that, if an
adult not connected to the school
or in any other city position saw
what was happening to him the
school m ght do sonething to stop
it. Instead, they called his
not her to see if she knew
me. Cbviously, she didn't, so the
school called the police. They
opened an investigation which
becanme publicly known. What is
| ess known is when they quietly
cl osed the investigation citing a
| ack of evi dence.

DARREN
You tried to help him and they
made you | ook like...like..
LU S

A pedophile? Child rapist? An
evil that nust be avoided at al
cost? You know, it has becone a
right of passage for the school’s
football teamto paint a honpsexua
slur on ny front door every year
around honeconi ng.
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DARREN
Did you tell the cops?

LU S
O course, but it seens that |
deserve |l ess protection due to ny
past .

Darren shakes his head with disgust.

Lui s nods.

LU S (cont’d)
Have you asked ot hers about Colin?

DARREN
A few.
LU S
Be careful. This town feels that

Colin s death is a story fromthe
past, one that should remain hidden
fromthe public. Push too hard in
trying to get answers--

DARREN
And | m ght get pushed sonewhere.

| NT. KI TCHEN- DAY

Hel en nakes eggs on the stove.

near by.

Hel en gl ances at Darren before renpving the pan of

HELEN
Ah, Darren, good norning. You went
out early. Want sone eggs?

DARREN
Thanks, no. | had sonething before
| left.

HELEN
Well, if you change your m nd

there’s plenty here.

DARREN
| tal ked to Luis Echevari a.

t he burner.
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Three plates with bacon sit

eggs from



HELEN
Yes.

DARREN
He said Colin was going to be a
great witer.

Hel en turns to Darren, anger in her eyes.

HELEN
kay, stop right there. | didn't
know who he was or what his plans
were with ny child. | didn’t even

know that Colin was visiting him

Hel en turns back to the eggs and pl ates them

HELEN (cont’ d)
| got a call fromthe school asking
about M. Echevaria. They wanted
to know his relationship to us.
didn’t know who he was, but they
told nme Colin was over there nearly
everyday. | told Colin he couldn't
see him

Hel en turns back to Darren.

Darren sl

HELEN (cont’ d)
| didn’t know he was trying help

him | just knew that this old man
was havi ng ny teenage son over to
his house. | was just trying to

protect him

des into one of the chairs at the table.

HELEN (cont’ d)
Fat | ot of good that did. | got
hi m away from the one person who
coul d ve gotten out of this
hell hole of a town. This is not
the place to raise children

DARREN
You were doing what you thought was
right.

Hel en takes a deep breath.

HELEN
"1l be back. | want to show you
sonet hi ng.
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Hel en | eaves the room A few nonents | ater,

and sits next to Darren.

MELI SSA
Good nor ni ng.

DARREN
Mor ni ng.

MELI SSA
Well, I know what |1’ m going to say
to Mom

DARREN
Good.

MELI SSA
When she cones back, |’'mjust going
to junp into it.

DARREN
Mel, this m ght not be the best
tinme.

MELI SSA

It’s the perfect tine.
Hel en returns to the roomw th a fol der.

HELEN
Read thi s.
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Mel i ssa enters

Hel en gives the folder to Darren. He opens it, and, after

few seconds, his eyes w den.

MELI SSA
Mom there’'s sonething | need to
tell you.

HELEN

You' re not going to change majors

agai n, are you?
Hel en serves the plates.

MEL|I SSA

No, not that. Um renenber, back

in high school, you were al ways
asking ne when 1°d bring ny

boyfriends honme. WlIl, there's a
reason why. |I'm..l1’ma | esbhian.

Hel en | ooks at ©Meli ssa.

a
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HELEN
And?
MELI SSA
And what ?
HELEN
Oh, that’s it? | knew that.
MELI SSA
What ?
HELEN
Well, | suspected it. Really, when

| was aski ng about your boyfriends,
| was giving you a hard tine.

Darren drops the folder to the table and rubs his
head. Melissa and Helen | ook at him

HELEN (cont’ d)
Darren?

Darren rises to his feet.

DARREN
Excuse ne.

Darren noves toward the back of the house. After a few
moments, Helen follows him

EXT. BACKYARD- DAY

Darren storns out of the house and over to a tree. Helen
wal ks out just as Darren pounds on the tree. Helen slowy
wal ks over to him

DARREN
He | eft a note.

HELEN
| found it on his bed.

Darren has tears in his eyes.

DARREN
He naned nanes! He called these
peopl e out! The people who drove
himto kill hinself!



77.

HELEN

| gave the note to the police.
DARREN

What the hell did they do about it?
HELEN

Not hi ng.
DARREN

Not hi ng? Nothing at all? Calvin
Jefferson beat himuntil he
couldn’t stand. Victor Kaufman
punched himin the back so hard,
Colin was pissing blood. They
shoved himinto a | ocker and | ocked
it. No one did anything to these

peopl e?
HELEN
No, nothing. Nothing at all.
DARREN
VWhat the hell is wong with this
t own?
HELEN

Now you know how | feel

Darren breaks down in tears, and Helen holds him

DARREN

Wiy did they do this to hinf
HELEN

|’ ve been asking that for ten

years.

I NT. LILY S BEDROOM DAY

Lily lays quietly under the sheets | ooking toward a
w ndow. She smiles and turns over. Next to her is Ray also
smling but |ooking up at the ceiling.

LILY
Mor ni ng.

Ray faces Lily.

RAY
Good nor ni ng.
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LILY
How d you sl eep?

RAY
Good. Very good.

The pair kiss. The doorbell rings, and they both
groan. Lily pulls back the sheets.

RAY (cont’ d)
Don’'t answer that.

The doorbell rings again.

LILY
They’'re just going to keep goi ng
until | do.

Lily grabs a robe as the doorbell rings again.

LILY (cont’d)
| m com ng.

EXT. LILY S HOUSE- DAY

Lily opens the door and frowns. Calvin, smling, waits for
her .

CALVI N
Good norning, Lily.

Lily tries to close the door, but Calvin puts his foot in
t he way.

CALVI N (cont’ d)
| just want to talk.

LILY
If you want to keep that, nove it.

CALVI N
Just give ne five mnutes, and |’
| eave you al one.

Lily stonps on Calvin's foot.
CALVI N (cont’ d)
OM | swear, just give ne five
m nut es- -

Lily stonps on his foot again.
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CALVIN (cont’ d)
--ow  Two minutes, and I'IIl | eave.

Lily raises her foot.

CALVIN (cont’ d)
Pl ease don’t do that again

LILY
Calvin, you' re not wanted here.

CALVI N
| just want to talk, Lily. [I'1I
make it fast.

Lily puts her foot down on the floor.

LILY
Fine. Start talking.

CALVI N
Thank you. You haven't talked to
Darren Spence yet, right?

LILY
Wiy do you care?

CALVI N
| don’t think you shoul d.

Lily smles.

LILY
Real | y.

CALVI N
He’'s a trouble maker. Al he's
doing is bringing up bad nenories
and old feelings. Nothing he’'s
doing is good. | think, if he
cones | ooking for you, you should
tell himwhere to go.

LILY
Thank you, Calvin. 1’1l keep that
in mnd.

Lily closes the door.
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I NT. LILY S BEDROOM DAY

Ray sits on the end of the bed putting on his clothes. Lily
wal ks in and sits next to him

RAY
Everyt hi ng okay?

LILY
Oh, yeah, everything s fine.

RAY
VWho was that?

LILY
Nobody i nportant.

Lily | ooks down at the floor for a nonent.

LILY (cont’d)
Where’s Darren staying?

| NT. BAR- DAY

A few people sit in the bar. Darren, angry, sips on a
beer. Across fromhim Chuck drinks a beer and nunches on
french fries.

DARREN
| can’t believe this shit was goi ng
on for so |ong.

CHUCK
| know. | lived it. W did what
we coul d, but we were suffering,
t 00.

DARREN

Way did they cone after you
guys? Wy go after anybody?

CHUCK
Who knows? Maybe they saw
sonmething in us that they didn’t
i ke. Mybe they had personal
probl ens at hone.

DARREN
That’ s no excuse. | don’t care
what’ s going on, there’s no reason
to do what they did. Wy didn't
t he school or the police step in?
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CHUCK
Darren, you' re not from around
here. You don't understand the
mentality of the people here. They
don't like outliers. Calvin and
Victor fit in, and the town
accepted them W didn't.

DARREN
So, that nmeant it was okay to beat
the shit out of you guys?

Chuck si ghs.

DARREN (cont’ d)
" mgoing to do sonet hi ng about
this.

Darren stands.
CHUCK
Darren, wait. Nothing s going to
change if you go yelling at people.

DARREN
Sonet hi ng has to happen.

Darren rushes out of the bar just as Ray enters. After a
nmonment, Ray sits at the table across from Chuck

RAY
What was that about?

CHUCK
| think he’s going to do sonething
st upi d.

RAY

Oh, | don’t think he’s going to get
very far. Melissa’ s outside
waiting for him

CHUCK
So, how was your date |ast night?

Ray sniles.

CHUCK (cont’d)
That good?
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EXT. BAR- DAY

Darren wal ks over to his car where Melissa waits for him

DARREN
What are you doi ng here?

MELI SSA
Keepi ng you from doi ng sonet hi ng
st upi d.

DARREN

Did you wal k here?

MELI SSA
Yeah. M feet are killing ne.

Darren | ooks surprised.

IVELI SSA (cont’ d)
No, | didn't walk here. Mm
dropped nme off. G ve ne your keys.

DARREN
No, you're not driving ny car.

MELI SSA
Darren, give nme your Kkeys.

Darren shakes his head. Melissa wal ks over and give hima
hug.

MELI SSA (cont’ d)
| know you’re hurting.

Mel i ssa knees himin the crotch dropping himto the ground.

DARREN
Oh!

VELI SSA
Now, if you want to be in nore
pain, don’t give ne the keys.

| NT. DARREN S CAR- DAY
Melissa drives while Darren, holding his groin and resting

hi s head agai nst the window, sits in the passenger
seat. Darren speaks with a slightly strained voice.
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DARREN
That wasn’t necessary.

MELI SSA
It worked, didn't it?

Darren nmoans and noves his head to the seat rest.

MELI SSA (cont’ d)
| woul d’ ve thought you woul d’ ve
been ready for sonething |like that,
M. Second Dan in Karate.

DARREN
Yeah, sure. They went over getting
ki cked in the balls by your cousin
as she hugs you when | got ny bl ack
belt. That wasn't right.

MELI SSA
Thank you.
DARREN
That really hurts.
MELI SSA
Oh, you'll be fine. 1t’s not that
bad.
DARREN

How woul d you know?
Darren | ooks at Meli ssa.

DARREN (cont’ d)
Were are we goi ng?

MELI SSA
| want to show you why the town is
so unwilling to deal with Colin's

deat h.

EXT. SCEN C OVERLOCOK- DAY

Darren’s car pulls to a stop a short distance froma gazebo
overlooking a cliff. Melissa and Darren clinb out of the
car and wal k toward the gazebo.

DARREN
VWhat is this?
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MELI SSA
You' I | see.

Darren and Melissa enter the gazebo. On the rail closest to
the cliff is a plaque reading "In Menory of Colin Masterson”
and the dates of his birth and death.

DARREN
| don’t under st and.

MELI SSA
This is where he junped.

Darren noves cl oser to the plaque.

MELI SSA (cont’ d)
| found out about all of the
bullying after the funeral. Colin
kept it to hinself, and Mom never
said anything. The town and the
school chipped in for this stupid
l[ittle nonunent. They invited us
to a cerenony after they built this
t hi ng, but Momrefused to go. She
told nme about all of the stuff
Colin went through and what was
done about it.

DARREN
Not hi ng.

MELI SSA
This is to hide their guilt. They
treated himlike he was absol utely
worthl ess until he died, then they
built this like it would nmake up
for it. To them this is a closed
case. He died, they say they
honored him so there’s no need to
ever mention him again.

Mel i ssa noves next to Darren.
MELI SSA (cont’ d)
Darren, | want you to get this town
to do the right thing.
Darren hugs her.

MELI SSA (cont’ d)
Just don’t do anything stupid.



85.

EXT. BURGER STAND- DAY

The place |l ooks like a 1950's drive-in with a wal k-up

w ndow. Many custoners are in cars and sitting at picnic
tabl es around the stand. Ray and Maria sit at one of the
tables. Chuck is at the w ndow picking up food.

RAY
| didn’t know this place was stil
open. | haven't been here since
hi gh school .

MARI A
| forgot about it, too. | drove by
the other day and sawit. Chuck
forgot about it, too. He said he
hadn’t thought about it.

RAY
That m ght not be the only
reason. This was the last place we
saw Colin before school the next

day and. ..

MARI A
Ch, oh no. I'msorry. | didn't
know.

RAY

No, it’s fine. W just stopped
t hi nki ng about this place after
that. The food' s good, though.

MARI A
If I had known- -

RAY
Maria, don’t worry about it. W
had a | ot of good nenories here.

Chuck comes to the table with three baskets of food on a
tray. He passes out the baskets before sitting.

MARI A
Thank you, sweetie.

RAY
Thank you.

CHUCK
It’s been a while since |’ ve been
here.



RAY
We were just tal king about
that. Remenber the night of the
pr onf

CHUCK

Oh yeah. W didn't want to go.
MARI A

Real | y?
CHUCK

Vell, we knew we woul dn’t have

fun. W were at a dance the year
before, and we just stood around
tal king. W coul d’ ve done that
anywhere. So, for the prom we
cane here, us, Colin, and Lily.

RAY
It was oddly rel axi ng, probably
because the peopl e who nade our
lives hell were at the prom W
ate here, went to Colin' s place for
a novie, then sat outside talking
and | ooking at the stars.

MARI A
That does sound |i ke nore fun.

Maria takes a bite of her food.

MARI A (cont’ d)
Is Darren still in town?

CHUCK
Yeah. He was in the bar
earlier. He...was not happy.

RAY
But two bits of good news. Melissa
was waiting for him so | don’'t
thi nk he did anything wong. Two,
Lily asked about him

CHUCK

It mght’ve helped if you told him
RAY

He | ooked pretty mad. | didn’t

want to get in his way.

86.
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SKI NNY KI D (0S)
Let go!

BURLY TEEN ( OS)
Cone herel

RAY
VWhat the hell?

The group | ooks at the side of the building. A BURLY TEEN
has a SKINNY KID by the shirt and has pinned himto the
wal | .

RAY (cont’ d)
Damm i t.

Ray junps to his feet and wal ks toward the two ki ds.

CHUCK
| shoul d probably--

MARI A
Go.

Chuck foll ows Ray.

Ray reaches the kids and pulls the burly teen away fromthe
ski nny ki d.

RAY
Cet away fromhim Wat the hel
do you think you re doing?

BURLY TEEN
M nd your own busi ness.

The burly teen noves toward the skinny kid, but Ray pushes
hi m away.

BURLY TEEN (cont’ d)
Hey!

Ray turns to the skinny kid.

RAY
Get out of here. You're safe now.
BURLY TEEN

Yeah, see you tonorrow.

Ray turns back to the burly teen as the skinny kid wal ks
away.
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RAY
So, this is what you do for
fun? Pick on people who you know
you can beat? |Is your |ife that
pat heti c?

BURLY TEEN
Maybe | shoul d ki ck your ass.

RAY
Go ahead and try, you little
shit. Nothing would nake ne
happi er than you giving ne a reason
to fuck you up

The burly teen backs away and | ooks |ike he wants to run.

RAY (cont’ d)
What’s wong? Afraid I’mgoing to
fight back? Afraid that | mght be
able to beat you? You think you
m ght actually get your ass kicked?

Ray pushes the burly teen into a wall.

RAY (cont’ d)
Conme on, you fucking bastard! Do
sonet hi ng!

CHUCK (0S)
Ray!

Ray turns to see Chuck standing a short distance away.

CHUCK
Ray, |et him go.

RAY
Why?  Way should |? Sonebody
should teach this little bastard a
| esson.

CHUCK
This won’t hel p.

RAY
Chuck, 1’ve got to do
sonmet hing! Ten years, Chuck! Ten
years, and this shit keeps
happeni ng! No one here |l earned a
dam thing, so they keep doing the
same shit over and over again!

Ray turns back to the burly teen.
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RAY (cont’ d)
Ten years ago this town |ost Colin
Mast erson, a great person, ny
friend. People |like you bullied
him tormented him made his life a
living hell, and he killed hinself
to get away fromit. |Is that what
you want? 1Is that what you were
trying to do to that kid?

BURLY TEEN
No, no, | just was having some fun.

RAY
Fun? D d he ook |Iike he was
havi ng fun?

Victor, in his police uniform wal ks up behind Chuck.

VI CTOR
Ray, stop. Let him go.

Chuck and Ray |l ook at Victor. After a nonent, Ray turns
back to the burly teen and rel eases him

RAY
That cop over there, he was one of
the ones who tortured ny
friend. Take a good | ook at
him He was going to go to coll ege
on a football scholarship. He had
agirlfriend. Wen they found out
what he did, what his part was in
Colin s death, the college took
away his scholarship. His
girlfriend left him They wanted
nothing to do with him Now, he
uses his powers as a cop to keep
bul lyi ng people. He s alone and
bitter, and he takes it out on
ot her peopl e.

Ray steps out of the way, and the burly teen, w de eyed,
wal ks toward Victor.

VI CTOR
Do you want to press charges?

The burly teen shakes his head and keep wal ki ng.
VI CTOR (cont’ d)

Ray, you can’t go around doi ng what
you just did.



Ray wal ks toward Victor.

RAY
Where were you when he was throw ng
around anot her ki d?

VI CTOR
| didn't see that.

RAY
Yeah, of course not. You just want
another little bastard just |ike
you. Not enough bl ood on your
hands?

VI CTOR
|’ m not responsible for your coward
friend doing the world a favor.
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Ray charges Victor, but Chuck stops him before he can get

cl ose.

RAY
You son of a bitch

Victor recoils with surprise.

CHUCK
Cal m down, Ray! He’s not worth it!

Chuck faces Victor.

CHUCK (cont’ d)
He's never been worth it.

Chuck gui des Ray around Victor who | ooks annoyed.

return to the table where Maria waits.

MARI A
Everyt hi ng okay?

RAY
Ten years. Ten years and not a
damm thing has changed. They j ust
tried to sweep it under the rug and
pretend not hi ng bad happened. They
saw it. They just didn’'t want to
know why.

Ray wal ks toward the parking |ot.

They
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CHUCK
Were are you goi ng?

RAY
To hel p Darren.

Chuck sighs and | ooks at Mari a.

CHUCK
| think we need to call Lily.

EXT. HELEN S HOUSE- DAY

Darren’s car pulls to a stop outside of the house. Melissa
clinmbs fromthe driver’s seat, and Darren steps out of the
passenger seat. Both walk toward the house.

VELI SSA
So, you’'re okay now? No flying off
t he handl e?

DARREN
No flying off the handle. I’ m
fine.

Darren puts his armaround Melissa s shoul ders, and she
gives himthe keys to the car.

VELI SSA
Sorry about the nut
shot. Everything okay down there?

DARREN
It’1l be okay, once the swelling
goes down.

I NT. KI TCHEN- DAY

Mel i ssa | eads Darren into the house and into the
kitchen. Both freeze at the doorway. Sitting at the table
| ooking at themis Lily and Hel en.

HELEN
Darren, | think you ve net Lily
Fr eeman.

DARREN

Nice to see you again.
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LILY
| was wondering if you still want
to tal k.

DARREN

Yes, yes pl ease.

HELEN
The backyard is free.

Darren gestures to the back door, and he follows Lily from
the room Melissa sits at the table.

HELEN (cont’ d)
| guess whatever you di d worked.

MELI SSA
You know me. |’ m good at
per suadi ng peopl e.
HELEN
You didn’t hurt himtoo badly, did
you?
MELI SSA
He' Il |ive.

EXT. BACKYARD- DAY

Darren and Lily sit in two |awn chairs near the house facing
the far side of the yard.

LILY
| got a visit fromCalvin this
nmorning. He said | should
encourage you to go hone.

DARREN
How ni ce of him

LILY
| f he doesn’t |ike you, you can’'t
be bad.

Darren grins.

LILY (cont’d)
| don’t have a problemwith
you. It’s just...it took nme a |ong
tinme. It was a long tine before |
coul d even think about himw thout

cryi ng.
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| gathered fromColin's letters
that you two were close.

LILY
Yeah, close. | was closer to him
t han anyone else in this town.
saw hi mgetting beat up everyday,
and | saw the people who were
supposed to do sonethi ng about it
not giving a dam€mm. | went to the
principal three times nyself
telling himwhat was happening to
him and you know what he
sai d? ’'You cone back here about
this again, and I’'ll suspend you.

DARREN
Way woul dn’t the school do
sonet hi ng?

LILY
He was all about |earning. He
wote, played video ganes. He
couldn’t care | ess about
sports. Meanwhile, Calvin and
Victor were stand out football
stars.

DARREN
They didn’'t want to punish them
because that woul d keep them from

pl ayi ng.
Lily nods.

LILY
You know the one thing that really
made nme angry about themis when
they canme to the funeral. The
principal, the police chief, and
the mayor were there. Calvin and
Victor were there, too. Al of
them were acting like they had | ost
a good friend.

Lily rises to her feet and takes a few steps away from
Darren.

LILY (cont’d)
Calvin and Victor stuffed himinto
a |l ocker the day before he killed
hinmself. There was soneone there
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LILY
who punched himin the stomach
every tinme they ran into each
other. They were all there
grieving like they were going to
mss him | think they were nad
that they’d have one | ess person to
push around.

Lily faces Darren.

LILY (cont’d)
But what | did, there’'s no excuse.

DARREN
What do you nean?

LILY
| hated him | hated the way he
just ended it w thout a goodbye or
anything. | nean, | knew things
were bad, but | didn’t know it was
t hat bad.

Tears stream down her face.

LILY (cont’d)
| never got the chance to tel

him..tell himhow ..l really felt
about him

DARREN
You two were together, | nmean,
dati ng?

LILY
| loved him | |oved Colin.

Darren’s eyes w dened in surprise.

LILY (cont’d)
| never got the chance to tel
Colin that | loved him 1'd do
anything to get himaway from
everything he had to deal with

Darren rises to his feet as Lily wipes the tears from her
eyes.

DARREN
| was mad at himfor a while, too,
but I mssed himnore. | think you

do, too.
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| shoul d’ ve sai d sonet hing sooner
DARREN
You needed tine. |'msorry for
openi ng those wounds. | didn't
know.
LILY
Sonebody had to. | was being an

i nsufferabl e bitch.
Darren smrks, and, after a nonent, Lily does the sane.

DARREN
That sounds |i ke sonething Colin
woul d’ ve sai d.

LI LY
W had a lot in common.

Lily' s cell phone rings.

LILY (cont’d)
Sorry.

DARREN
No, it's fine.

Lily |l ooks at the phone.

LI LY
It’s Chuck.

Lily answers it.

LILY (cont’d)
Hey Chuck...Wen?...Ch, god, that’s

not good...l can take a
guess. .. Yeah that’s what | was
thinking. 1’1l neet you

there. ' Bye.
Lily hangs up and | ooks at Darren.
LILY (cont’d)

| think Ray’s going to do sonething
bad.

95.
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EXT. SUPERVARKET- NI GHT
Cal vin wal ks out of the store while tal king on his phone.

CALVI N
Victor, he’s not going to do
anything. He' s the same scared
person he was back in high

school ... So he went after a
kid. Big deal. Gve hima day or
two, and he’'ll cal m down.

Cal vi n | aughs.

CALVI N (cont’ d)
Victor, what do | have to worry
about from -

Ray cones up behind himand hits himin the back of the head
wth a pipe. Calvin falls to the ground unconscious. The
phone falls out of his hand.

VI CTOR (0S)
Calvin? Calvin, you still there?

Ray drags Calvin away fromhis car.

I NT. DARREN S CAR- NI GHT

Darren drives while Lily sits in the passenger
seat. Melissa sits in the back. Lily speaks to her phone.

LILY
Hey Ray, it’s Lily again. [|I'm
worried about you. Please call ne
as soon as you can.

Lily hangs up her phone.

LILY (cont’d)
This isn't like him

Lily rests her head agai nst the head rest.

LILY (cont’d)
| remenber when they had the
cerenony for that nonunent. Calvin
told ne he and Victor would be
there. | told himthey weren't
want ed, but | heard they were
t here.
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DARREN

Hear d?
LILY

| was still in a bad pl ace.
MELI SSA

Yeah, | heard about that,

too. Fromwhat | was told, Calvin
sai d sonet hing stupid, and Ray
decked him

DARREN
Ray? Ray Jones?

LILY
Colin s death changed all of us,
but Ray didn’'t have far to go to
t hrow punches. He was al ways the
hi gh strung one.

DARREN
What makes you think he’s going
t here?

LILY

Call it a hunch.

EXT. SCEN C OVERLOOK- NI GHT

Ray stands over an awaking Calvin near the edge of the
cliff. Ray holds the pipe he used earlier. Calvin noans in
pai n and grabs his head.

RAY
Wel come back
CALVI N
You really hurt ne, Ray. | think I

need to go to the hospital.

RAY
You' re telling me this...why?

Ray noves to the other side of Calvin.

RAY (cont’ d)

You know why | brought you here?
CALVI N

Yeah, | know. You can’'t get over

how your friend junped from
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CALVI N
here. Everyone el se got over
it. Wiy can’'t you?
Ray slans the pipe into Calvin's ankle.

CALVIN (cont’ d)
Ahhh!  Jesus Christ, Ray!

RAY
Oh, did that hurt?

CALVI N
My fucking ankle! Holy shit that
hurt s!

RAY
You deserve it! You deserve norel

Ray pulls Calvin up and throws himcloser to the edge.

Darren’s car slides to a stop, and Darren, Lily, and Melissa
pile out and run over to Ray and Cal vin.

LILY
Ray!

DARREN
Ray, stop!

Ray | ooks at the approachi ng group.

RAY
Way should 17?
DARREN
Because, if you do this, you'll be

just like him You be a nurderer.

CALVI N
| didn't kill anybody!

MELI SSA
Calvin, do yourself a favor. Stop
trying to hel p your cause.

Lily noves next to Ray and gently renoves the pipe fromhis
hand.

DARREN
Calvin, Victor, and all of the
other bullies hit the high point of
their lives back in high
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DARREN .
school. They aren’t going to do

anything else. They' re stuck in
this town because it’'s the only

pl ace that doesn’t care what they
did to Colin. They' re losers, and
everyone knows it.

CALVI N
Ni ce pep talk.

RAY
Shut up!

Ray kicks Calvin in the ribs.

DARREN
Ray, go hone.

RAY
He never paid for what he did.

CALVI N
| never paid? What the hell are
you tal ki ng about? You think
wanted to spend ny |ife stocking

shel ves? | was supposed to go to
coll ege and play football. Your
little friend offing hinself
changed that. | didn’t do
anyt hi ng.

Ray kicks Calvin in the ribs again. Calvin grabs Ray’ s foot
then pulls Ray to the ground. Calvin stands and ki cks Ray
in the ribs.

CALVI N (cont’ d)
How do you |ike that, fucker?

Cal vin kicks Ray again. Lily hits Calvin in the back with
the pipe driving himtoward the edge of the cliff.

LI LY
Oh!

DARREN
No!

Darren grabs Calvin just as Calvin stunbles and falls over
the edge of the cliff. Darren hits the ground still holding
onto Cal vin.
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CALVI N (0s)
Darren, nice catch. You can let go
NOW.

Darren | ooks over the cliff to see that Calvin is standing
on a very wide ledge. He is in no danger.

DARREN
Damm it.

Darren releases Calvin, and Calvin clinbs back up the cliff.

CALVI N
| knew you were too nuch of a
goodi e-goodie to | et sonething bad
t o happen.

DARREN
Cal vin, you need to stop talking.

Chuck and Maria arrive in their car. As they clinb out and
run over to the group, a police car pulls to a stop, and
Victor steps out of the car and wal ks over to the scene.

CHUCK
Ever ybody okay?

DARREN
Oh yeah, fine.

CALVI N
| think I m ght have a concussi on.

CHUCK
Wasn’' t asking you

VI CTOR
What* s goi ng on? Cal vin?

CALVI N
Vll, Ray attacked ne first. Then,
Lily knocked ne over the cliff.

VI CTOR
Ray, Lily, I'"mgoing to have to
take you in.

DARREN
On what evi dence?

VI CTOR
A victimsaid they did it.
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DARREN
And si x ot her people say sonething
el se. You want that nightnmare on
your shoul ders? By the way, do
your bosses know how nuch you’ ve
been abusi ng your power?

VI CTOR
Abusi ng ny power?

DARREN
Do they know that you visited ny
aunt for no reason?

MEL| SSA
O that you essentially kidnapped
Darren and threatened to kick his
ass”?

DARREN
But, if you want us to tell them
what’ s going on, go ahead. W'l
be at the station before you.

VI CTOR
Not if | arrest you, too.

Darren | aughs.

DARREN
For what? Daring to point out how
bad you are at your job? Yeah,
we' |l be sure to nmention that, too.

Victor glares at Darren.

VI CTOR
Calvin, need a ride?

Cal vin nods and follows Victor to the police car. Wen they
climb in, Victor speeds away.

MARI A
Well, that took sone balls.

DARREN
|’mjust treating himlike dunb
bully he is.
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| NT. GUEST ROOM NI GHT
Darren lays in bed staring at the ceiling.

COLIN (08)
Feel i ng good about yourself?

Darren sighs and | ooks over at Colin who | eans agai nst the
wal | .

COLI N
You beat them They had you dead
to rights. You could ve gone to
jail, but you scared them
off. Nothing's going to happen to
you or anyone else. You won. Now,
you can go hone happy.

DARREN
It’s not over.

COLIN
(sarcastic)
Real ly? No way.

DARREN
They weren’t scared off. They're
just trying to spin this in a way
that doesn’t make them | ook
bad. They' re going to keep pushing
until | |eave.

COLI N
Then | eave.

DARREN
| " m not done yet.

COLI N
Your goal was to find out why I
killed nyself, right? Are you
sayi ng that you haven't figured
t hat out?

DARREN
Ch, | get it. You had to put up
with this shit all of the tine, and
you finally had enough and didn’t
t hi nk you coul d do anyt hi ng about
it. What | don’t get is why the
town thought the best way of
dealing with it was to forget about
it.
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COLI N
Way do you think they d do that?

DARREN
| don’t know. Maybe they're
ashamed of letting people |ike
Calvin and Victor run free. They
were told what they were doing, and
no one cared. Now, they realize
t hat soneone fromthe outside m ght
call themout on it.

CCLI N
So, call them out.

DARREN
They’ re not going to listen to
me. They'd only listen to soneone
from here

COLI' N
And how do you plan on getting that
to happen?

Darren stares up at the ceiling.
COLIN (cont’ d)
Yeah. Well, you need to figure it
out soon, because you’' ve managed to
piss off a cop and a known bully.

Darren glances at Colin for a few seconds before returning
his gaze to the ceiling.

I NT. LILY S BEDROOMW DAY

Lily sleeps soundly. Someone pounds on the front door
awakeni ng her. She glances at the clock which reads
six-thirty.

LILY
Real | 'y?

Lily pulls herself out of bed.

EXT. LILY S HOUSE- DAY

Lily opens the door where THREE POLI CE OFFI CERS wait for her
out si de.
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POLI CE OFFI CER
Lily Freeman?

LILY
Yes? What’s going on? |Is
everything alright?

POLI CE OFFI CER
W' re | ooking for Ray Jones. Have
you seen hi nf?

LILY
Not since last night. Wy?

POLI CE OFFI CER
Were you at the cliff last night?

LILY
Briefly. Are you going to tell ne
what this is about?

POLI CE OFFI CER
You sure you haven’t seen hinf?

LILY
No.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Mnd if we search your house?

LILY
Do you have a warrant?

PCLI CE OFFI CER
Ms. Freeman, you don’t want to be
seen as part of the problem

LILY
And you don’'t want to see ne with a
 awyer. Now, you can get a warrant
and cone back, and I wll step out
of the way and |let you in, you can
| eave, or you can do sonethi ng
stupid, barge in here, and get your
ass sued off. Your choice.

The police officers | eave without another word. Lily takes
a deep breath and cl oses the door.
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| NT. BAR- DAY

Ray and Chuck sit at their normal table nunching on |unch
and drinking beers. Darren walks in and sits at the table.

DARREN
Hey guys.

RAY
Darren.

CHUCK

Hey Darren. Wat’s up?

DARREN
Not nuch. Ray, how are you?

RAY
Better, thanks.

Ray takes a sw g of his beer.

RAY (cont’ d)

| thought what | was going to do--
CHUCK

Yeah, what was that?
RAY

| don’t know. | was mad. | wanted

to do sonething to change things
around here, and, for sone reason,
| thought doing...sonething to
Calvin would help. It didn't.

DARREN
Nope.

RAY
| thought | would feel better after
smacki ng hi m around, but |
didnt. It felt wong.

DARREN
| think that’s a good thing. At
| east that nmeans you're still a
good person.

CHUCK
Vell, we knew t hat.

Ray gri ns.



Darren snmi

106.

DARREN
You know, |’ve wondered sonething
since |I’ve been here. Every tine |
see you guys, you're in here. \What
do you do for a living?

CHUCK

W own a software design conpany.
DARREN

Really? |1’ma sys adm n back hone.
RAY

Then you’ ve probably used sone of
our software.

DARREN
What’' s the nane of your conpany?
RAY
Joe Pat Software.
| es.
DARREN
You bast ar ds.
CHUCK
What ?
DARREN

The al arnms goi ng of f when sone
software isn’'t | oaded? Not cool

RAY
Vll, it’s inportant that
everything is loaded. All of the
sof tware works together, and if any
piece is m ssing--

DARREN

That’'s bullshit, and you know it.
RAY

Yeah, | guess you're right.
CHUCK

Got to nake noney sonmehow.
DARREN

| guess | can’'t conplain too

much. It has given ne sone job

security.
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RAY
There’s a new version comng out in
about three nonths. W can take
out the alarns if you want.

Darren rubs his head.

CHUCK
el | ?

DARREN
| m t hi nki ng.

Victor wal ks into the bar and over to the table.

VI CTOR
Ray, | need you to cone with ne.
DARREN
Why ?
VI CTOR
That’ s none of your business.
RAY
What about ne? Is it ny business?
VI CTOR
Ray, do you want to do this in
her e?
RAY
Al I want is to know why you want
me to come with you
VI CTOR
Ray- -
CHUCK

No, he’s got the right to know.

VI CTOR
Ray, cone with ne, now.

RAY
Are you arresting ne?

CHUCK
And, if so, for what?

Victor glares at Darren.
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VI CTOR
You did this.

DARREN
D d what ?

RAY
If you're arresting ne, 1'd like to
know why. Then, I'l1l go
peaceful |y.

VI CTOR

That's it.
Victor grabs Ray’s arm and yanks himto his feet.

RAY
Hey!

Victor pulls Ray out of the bar. Chuck and Darren foll ow
along with the few patrons in the bar.

EXT. BAR- DAY

Calvin waits next to a parked police car. Victor drags Ray
over to himand throws himto the ground. Calvin kicks Ray
in the ribs.

Chuck wal ks over to Calvin and Victor with Darren just
behi nd him

DARREN

| think Ray needs a hand.
CHUCK

What ?
DARREN

Hel p him

Chuck noves closer to Calvin and Ray.

CHUCK
Cal vin, stop.

CALVI N
O what? Wat are you going to do,
Chuck? You're not going to do
anything. You' ve never done
anything. You re just going to
stay back and try not to get hurt.
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CHUCK
Not anynor e.

Chuck wal ks over and punches Calvin in the face knocking him
to the ground.

CHUCK (cont’ d)
| tried to keep everyone from
stooping to your level in high
school, and it cost ne a
friend. 1’mnot going to | ose
anot her one.

Chuck kicks Calvin in the face.

VI CTOR
Chuck, you’'re under arrest.

Chuck gl ares at Victor who recoils.

CHUCK
For what ?

VI CTOR
Assaul t .

DARREN

Real | y? How are you going to
explain that one? He assaulted the
guy you allowed to beat up on
soneone el se?

VI CTOR
| could arrest you, too.

Darren puts out his wrists.

DARREN
Go ahead. I|I'mready to
talk. Arrest nme, dunbass. |[|’1|
make sure they take your badge.

LILY (CS)
And 1'll make sure of that, too.

Everyone turns to see Lily wal king up to Darren.

LILY
Some of your friends dropped by
this norning. Wen you arrest ne,
too, I'll tell everyone about that.



VI CTOR
You haven’t done anything, Lily.

Lily kicks Calvin in the groin.

LI LY
How about now?

CALVI N
Do sonet hi ng!

VI CTOR
Darren Spence, you have twel ve
hours to | eave town.

DARREN
O what? You' |l keep harassing
peopl e? That’'s all you’ ve been
doi ng anyway. You'll keep doing it
after I leave. You' re just on one
big power trip, and ne | eaving
isn't going to change that.

Ray and Calvin pull thenselves to their feet.

Ray turns

CALVI N
Wiy the hell are you so sweet on
Colin anyway? He was just a
cowar d.

to Calvin with hate in his eyes.

RAY
A coward? Colin nade what he
t hought was the only choice he had
left. Now, | didn't Iike

it. Hell, I still don't |ike
it. It was stupid, but it was his
choice. 1t was all he thought he

had left. He couldn’t take all of
the shit you threw at him

anynore. He dealt with it, not in
t he best way, but he dealt with
it. You, you are just a bully,
just a small, small person who
likes to pick on the weak, or the
friendly, or soneone you think

m ght be happi er than you. You go
after the weak and defensel ess
because you don’t think you could
W n agai nst soneone who coul d take
you on in a fair fight.

Ray takes a step toward Cal vin.

110.
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RAY (cont’ d)
You know what a coward is? You
are.

CALVI N
Shut up.

RAY

Make ne, asshole. You don't have
the balls to do anything. Unless
your toady over there--

VI CTOR
Hey!

RAY
--does sonething to help, you don’'t
want to be in a real fight. Well,
guess what? |[|f you want ne to shut
up, you' re going to have to get
into a real fight, a fair fight, on
your own.

VI CTOR
| ve heard enough.

CHUCK
(cal my)
Victor, |eave now, or, badge or
not, I will kick your ass.

Victor freezes as Chuck slowy | ooks over at him

CHUCK (cont’d)
| said get your fucking ass out of
here now

Vi ctor backs away before getting into his car and driving
away. Calvin watches him| eave before turning to Ray.

RAY
What’s it going to be?

The crowd of bar patrons noves closer to Ray and Cal vin
until they forma circle around them

CALVI N
So what? You want to fight?

RAY
The question is, do you?

Calvin | ooks at the crowd for a few seconds.
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CALVI N
Oh fuck youl!

Cal vin pushes his way through the crowd and wal ks
away. Darren |leans over to Lily.

DARREN
| think I'll be heading honme now.
LILY
Don't get too snug. You still have
to conme back here and visit.
DARREN
| think it’s going to be better

now.

EXT. BACKYARD- NI GHT
Darren and Melissa sit in the chairs facing the yard.

MELI SSA
So, you didn’'t throw a punch?

DARREN
And | didn’t get punched.

MELI SSA
| don't knowif | could hold back
li ke that.

DARREN
Well, | realized that it wasn't
about anything |I could do. Yeah,
could kick Calvin's ass, and
everyone woul d see that. It
woul dn’t matter. Everyone knew
woul d be | eaving sonetine. Calvin
and Victor would just go back to
what they were doing before | cane
here. Sonebody here had to do
somet hi ng.

VELI SSA
Chuck al ways seened |ike the
peaceful one.

DARREN
| f you push soneone too far, they
m ght react. Al Ray needed was a
bit of a hand. Chuck stepped up
and gave it to him
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MEL| SSA
So, do you think things are going
t o change?

DARREN
| think things are on the way. A
ot of work still needs to be done,
but I think things are going to be

better.

EXT. SCEN C OVERLOOK- DAWN

Darren wal ks up to the railing of the gazebo and stares out
at the sunrise. A few nonents later, Colin joins him

DARREN
You didn’t have to do it. You were
surrounded by people who cared, and
still care, about you.

COLI N
They coul dn’t do anyt hi ng.

DARREN
How woul d you know? You never
really tried to get themto help.

COLIN
Seriously, Darren?

DARREN
Yeah, you told Aunt Hel en what was
goi ng on, and you sent those
letters to Mom but no one thought
you’ d do this.

Darren gestures to the cliff face.

DARREN (cont’ d)
You kept a brave face, but, at sone
poi nt, you just have to tell
soneone you need hel p.

COLIN
Yeah, sure. W was | supposed to
ask for that?

DARREN
Did you think about telling nme?

Colin sighs.
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COLI N
| didn’t want to bother you.

DARREN
Bot her nme? Colin, you know
woul d’ ve hel ped if you said
sonething. You also had Lily.

COLI N
Yeah, Lily. | really hurt her,
didnt 17?

DARREN
Yeah, 1’ d say so.

COLIN

| wish | could say sorry.

DARREN
She’s nore mad at the fact that you
never said anything. She had no
i dea things were so bad.

COLIN
Yeah.

DARREN
She’ s nice, once you get to know
her.

COLIN

Yeah, she is.
Darren and Colin | ook out at the sunri se.

COLIN (cont’ d)
Did you find what you were | ooking
for?

DARREN
Well, | cane here for answers. |
wanted to know what drove you off
this cliff. Once | found out, I
realized it didn't matter
anynore. \Wat matters is that this

doesn’t happen again. | think ne
comng here did that. | think
that’'s nore i nportant than anything
| was |ooking for. 1 think--

Darren turns to find that Colin is gone. Darren smles and
turns back to the sunrise.
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DARREN (cont’ d)
Rest in peace, Colin.

Darren conti nues to watch the sun ri se.

FADE OUT



