THE KI NGSTON WAGER
A SHORT FI LM

witten and directed by

JOSHUA LEDERMAN



BLACK SCREEN
W hear the sound of a CAR driving up.

As the car comes closer, the nusic playing on the RAD O
becones LOUDER.

We hear the car PARK.

FADE | N:

EXT. PARKED CAR - STREET - DAY

We see BRAD sitting in the driver's seat of the car. He is a
young guy. He appears very NERVOUS.

He TURNS OFF the car. The nusic ENDS. He is talking to hinself.

BRAD
(to hinself)
kay-- just cal mdown. Calm
down. Everything is gonna be
alright. Be cool. I'm gonna be

fine. Just go in there and
tell himthe truth. | don't
have the noney now, but 1'I]
get it-- and I wll. I'm good
for it. You can trust ne. |
swear | will get the noney.
Yeah-- he'll listen to ne.
He' Il understand. It'Il all be
okay. Just be really cool.

Brad calns hinself for a few nonents.
He then EXITS the car, SLAMM NG t he door behind him
CUT TO

EXT. BU LDI NG - DAY
The CAMERA is on a shot of the door to a building.

Brad then wal ks ON FRAME and goes up to the door, his back
to us.

He collects hinself, takes a deep breath, and KNOCKS on the
door .

After a few nonents, we hear a VO CE from behi nd the door



VA CE
Wo is it?

Brad | ooks around and then realizes he's the one being
spoken to.

BRAD
lts uh... Brad. I'mhear to
see M. Jam son-- Charles Jam son
After a few nore nonents, the door SWNGS OPEN
VA CE
Cone in. M. Jam son has been
expecting you.
Brad takes one | ast ook at the outside world.

he takes anot her deep breath, and ENTERS the doorway into
t he DARKNESS.

The door SLAMS SHUT, |eaving the frane enpty.
CUT TGO

I NT. CHARLIE' S BAR - DAY

W STEADICAM in front of Brad as he wal ks down the stairs to
t he bar.

When he reaches the ground, the CAMERA SPI NS AROUND to
reveal the bar

The place is small, and dimy lit. It is clearly a private
establ i shnent, |ike a home bar.

There is nmusic playing softly in the background.

The first person we see standing closest to Brad is CHARLIE
JAM SON. He is young |like Brad, but better dressed. He is
clearly a little drunk.

Behind himsitting at the bar is TRAVIS. He is at the bar
eating a steak. He is in his own world right now

St andi ng behind the bar is DAVE, the bartender. He seens
| i ke soneone you can trust; he has one of those faces.

Farther into the bar, are two guys playing pool at the poo
tabl e. They are PAUL and FREDDY

Charlie, carrying a bottle of beer he is drinking, approaches
Br ad.



CHARLI E
Bradley. Dam-- it is good to
see ya. How are ya?

BRAD
["malright I guess M.
Jam son. How are you?

CHARLI E
Me? Il et nme tell you how I
am |' m one-hundred- percent A-
O K. In fact, |I've never been
better.

(to Travis)
Ain't that right Trav?

TRAVI S
(w t hout
| ooki ng up from
his neal)
Dam ski ppy.

BRAD
That's good M. Jami son-- |'m
glad to hear it.

CHARLI E
Hey, hey. Enough of this M.
Jam son crap. | think we can
be consi dered friends-- don't
you? Hell-- call ne Charlie.

BRAD
kay... Charlie.

CHARLI E
Yeah. You call nme Charlie, and
Bradley-- I'll call you Brad.
Is that cool with you?

BRAD
I'"'mcool with that.

CHARLI E
Slanmin'. W are just two cool
guys. Real cool. hey would you
like a beer? | can't believe |
didn't ask earlier. Man am |
rude. |'msuch a bad host.
Pl ease, have a beer

BRAD
Sure. |I'd | ove one.



CHARLI E
Good, good.
(to Dave)
Hey Dave-- give ny friend Brad
here a bottle of Kingston. A
nice cold bottle of Kingston.

Charlie and Brad wal k over to the bar.
Dave takes out a bottle of beer, and puts it on the counter.

DAVE
One icy cold bottle for Brad.
Enj oy.

Charlie picks it up, renoves the cap, and hands it to Brad.

CHARLI E
Enj oy.

BRAD
Thanks.

Brad takes the bottle from Charlie, and DRI NKS sone of it.

CHARLI E
Good isn't it?

BRAD
Yeah, its pretty good.

CHARLI E
Pretty good? No-- its amazing.
Absol utely amazing. Its an
amazi ng beer. In fact, |
didn't even |ike beer until |

had this stuff. | thought beer
tasted like piss-- and it does.
But not this stuff. | don't

dri nk anyt hing el se anynore.

DAVE
Its true. Its all he ever
dri nks anynore.

BRAD
(to Charlie)
Real | y? You don't drink
anyt hi ng el se?

CHARLI E
No | don't.



BRAD
Isn't that a little... | don't
know - crazy?

CHARLI E
How do ya figure Brad?

BRAD
Vell | don't know. To only
drink one thing. Do you really
like it that nmuch. | nean do

you really think its that good?

CHARLI E
Do | think its that good? O
course | do. This beer is the
best one out there. Conpared
to Kingston, every other beer
is worthless. In fact,
conpared to Kingston, any
other drink period is
worthless. its |ike God
hi nsel f pissed into a bottle.
If Jesus was alive today, this
is the beer he would drink--
its that damm good.

DAVE
The son-of-a-bitch really
| oves this stuff.

CHARLI E
(to Dave)
Dave, please. Don't enbarrass
me. Don't call nme a son-of-a-
bitch in front of ny guest,
you son-of-a-bitch

BRAD
| don't mnd-- really | don't.

CHARLI E
(1 aughi ng)
He doesn't mind. Ch man, |
| ove this guy.

The three of them share a | augh together.

CHARLI E
Oh Brad-- you kill nme. Ch man
Anyway, allow nme to introduce
you to the rest of ny
"ent our age" so-to-speak.

( MORE)



CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
You have al ready been
acquai nted with Dave here, the
best damm bartender in the world.

DAVE
Awe cut that out-- | try.
CHARLI E
No | nean it, | nmean it.
(Pause)

That fine |lookin' fell ow
sittin' in the corner is
Travis. Say hello Travis.

TRAVI S
Hell o Travis.

Charlie laughs a little.

CHARLI E
And those two gentlenen
pl ayi ng pool are Paul and
Freddy. That one is Paul, and
that one is Freddy. Say hi to
Brad boys-- don't be rude.

PAUL
Hey.

FREDDY
Sup?

CHARLI E

Hey cone on. You call that a
wel cone? Say it |ike you nmean
it-- cone on.

PAUL AND FREDDY
(wth fake enthusiasm
Hel l o Brad. Wel cone.

Paul and Freddy |augh at thensel ves.

CHARLI E
G eat-- real funny. Asshol es.
Ya know Brad, they don't even
know how to play pool. They're
just tryin' to inpress you

FREDDY
Screw you Charlie.



CHARLI E

(annoyed)
Oh yeah? Screw you too. No
respect-- they give ne no
Goddamm respect at all. | take
themin, give them everything
they could want, and that's
how they treat nme. No respect
at all. I think respect is
i nportant-- don't you Brad?

BRAD
Yeah, respect is inportant.

CHARLI E
Damm skippy it is. Wthout
respect in this world, a man
has nothin'. A man needs
respect-- its key to success.
You respect nme don't ya Travis?

TRAVI S
Yep, | respect ya.

CHARLI E
Thank you. Ya see Brad, Travis
her e understands respect. He
under stands that w thout
respect, a man has not hi ng.
Pl ease Brad, sit-- relax.

BRAD
Ckay. . .

Brad sits at a stool at the bar.

CHARLI E
Now, uh... where was i?

DAVE
Respect.

CHARLI E

Ri ght-- respect. respect is
the nost inportant thing a man
can have in this world.
Wthout it, he's nothing. You
agree Brad?

BRAD
| guess...



CHARLI E
Don't guess. You either agree
or you don't. Is respect the
nost inportant thing a man can
have or isn't it?

BRAD
Yes-- yes it is.

CHARLI E
You're damm right it is. A man
needs to demand respect-- he
needs it. He needs it to
survive. But... ya need to
show respect to get respect.
That's the problemw th the
worl d today-- no one respects
each other anynore. Ya know
what | nean?

BRAD
Yeah, | get what you're sayin'.

CHARLI E
Good, that's good. Respect is
so inportant, | can't even
stress it enough-- | really
can't. You need to show
respect. You need to have
respect. Wthout it you're

not hin'-- nothing. Those two
don't show respect. They'd
better start though. |'ve been

tellin" themto show ne
respect, but they don't. But
one of these days they'l
regret not respecting ne--
they'Il really regret it.

FREDDY
Yeah-- sure we wll.

Paul and Freddy | augh.

CHARLI E
You'll see-- you'll both see.
One day. ..
DAVE
One day they are gonna get it.
CHARLI E
Oh yes they will-- they wll.

But Brad, you still with nme?



BRAD
Yeah I'"'mw th you.

CHARLI E
Do you know what else is
i mportant Brad? | nean besides
respect ?

BRAD
No, what ?

CHARLI E
St eak. . .

BRAD
St eak?

CHARLI E
St eak.

BRAD

Li ke the food?

CHARLI E
No |i ke the piece of wood.
There are a ton of vanpires
out there and we need to
protect ourselves fromthose
bl ood- suckers. W need wooden
st akes.

BRAD
Oh. ..
CHARLI E
Brad, I'mjust screwin' wth

ya. O course the food. But
that's not to say | don't
believe in vanpires-- cause |
do. But yes, the food. Steak
is also very inportant.

BRAD
How do you figure that steak
I's inmportant?

DAVE
Oh hell-- here we go.

CHARLI E
Steak Brad, is inportant,
because you can tell a man by
what steak he is eating.
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BRAD
You can?

CHARLI E
Oh yes-- oh yes you can. The
ki nd of steak soneone is
eating can tell you a | ot
about the kind of person they are.

BRAD
Are you serious?

CHARLI E
| nost assuredly am serious.

DAVE
Charlie here is a steak
preacher ny friend. He is the
st eak naster

BRAD
So you |ike steak?

CHARLI E
Hel | yes-- | love it. But
that's not what I'mtalkin
about. |'m saying that you can
tell a |ot about a person by
the steak they're eating.

BRAD

How does that work exactly?
CHARLI E

Wll, if soneone is eating a

| ousy cut of neat-- and |I nean
tough and hard-- just not good
steak, you can tell they

aren't worth squat. If they
don't even care that they're
eating a | ousy piece of neat,
don't bother with 'em However,
if sonmeone is enjoying a fine
cut of neat, and | nean fine,
then that's a different story.

BRAD
It is?

DAVE
Dam ski ppy.



CHARLI E
If they're eating a soft,
prime choice cut-- | nean

melts in your nouth good--
then they know their steak. A
man who knows good steak, is a

man who can take over the worl d.

BRAD
Ww- - you can tell that from
steak? Amazi ng.

CHARLI E
Amazi ng i ndeed. Take travis
here. He is enjoying a steak
at this very nonent.
(to Travis)
What do ya think of that steak
there Trav? Is it good?

TRAVI S
Yeah. Its pretty good.

CHARLI E
Real ly-- its good. So ya like
it then huh?

TRAVI S
Yes | likeit. If | didn't
like it | wouldn't be eatin'
it. I like it-- its good.

CHARLI E
(to Brad)
Now brad, you paying attention?

BRAD
Yeah. ..

CHARLI E
Now | happen to know, for a
fact, that this particular
steak here, this very sane
pi ece of steak that Travis
here is enjoying at this very

nmonent... Is a piece of shit!
BRAD

What ?
CHARLI E

Its horrid. Its |ousy, no good,
horri bl e steak.

11.
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TRAVI S
(to Charlie)
What the hell nan?

CHARLI E
This waste of a nmeat cane from
the grocery store. You cannot
buy good steak at a grocery
store. They have not hi ng- -
they sell garbage there. Its
not even steak. Its, its... |
don't even know what it is,
but it isn't any good.

TRAVI S
Jesus man..
CHARLI E
But do ya know what Brad?
BRAD
What ?
CHARLI E

Travis here doesn't give a
rat's ass. He could care |less
about where the steak is from
or whether its good or not. He
will just sit there and eat it
all the sane. Do you know what
that tells us? Do you?

BRAD
What ?

CHARLI E
Its sinple Brad. It tells us
that Travis doesn't know a
t hi ng about steak.

Dave starts | aughing.

CHARLI E
No |'m serious. Trav knows
absol utely not hi ng about good
steak. And ya know what? He
couldn't care less. Al he
cares about is eating the dam
steak. He isn't sone big, rich
mllionaire who needs soneone
to wipe his ass for him

( MORE)



CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
No-- Travis here is a regular,
aver age guy who just wants
some steak. |Is there anything
wong with that? Is there?

DAVE
Hel | no...

CHARLI E
Br ad?

BRAD

No-- no there isn't.

CHARLI E
That's right. There is not a
damm thing wong with that.
Not a Goddamm thi ng w ong.
Sonme people care, and sone
don't-- that's life. That's
how stuff works. That's how
peopl e are. And you can tel
that fromsteak ny friend--
froma piece of steak

DAVE
From a pi ece of steak..

Brad is utterly stunned by Charlie's speech.

BRAD
Ww. | never realized that.
that's pretty interesting. But
| have to ask a question.

CHARLI E
Go ahead Brad-- shoot.

BRAD
Doesn't saying that its okay
just enjoy steak, w thout
caring how good it is,
contradict with your statenent
that if a person is eating a
bad steak, and doesn't care,
they' re worth squat as you put

DAVE
(to Charlie)
He's got ya there man.

it?

13.
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CHARLI E
(to Brad)

kay, okay-- you do. You've

got ne. You got ne. But now
allow nme to defend nyself by
asking you a question. Isn't
our entire world nmade up of
contradictions? Isn't it al

just a bunch of contradictions?

BRAD
Yeah, yeah. | can see that, | can

CHARLI E
So, than a contradiction in a
statenment only makes it al
the nore true to the world-- a
world full of contradictions.

BRAD
| guess it does...

DAVE
It does. In a strange, tw sted
way, it does.

TRAVI S
| gotta agree with that.
Goddann contradi cti ons nan.

DAVE
Maybe. But al so, naybe that's
just a | ane-ass cone-back that
makes no sense at all. Maybe
Brad here caught you with your
pants down Charlie.

BRAD
Yeah, maybe | did.
CHARLI E
Yeah, yeah whatever. | guess

ya m ght have caught ne with
nmy pants down, but that

doesn't happen often. So, if
ya do catch nme with ny pants
down, you'd better give it to
me pretty damm good, cause you
ain't gonna get another chance.

They all laugh at Charlie's conment.
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DAVE
We just said sone pretty
insightful stuff just now

CHARLI E
Yes we did. But that's life.
Sonme nonents are just |ike
that-- that's just life

BRAD
Yep-- that's life.

CHARLI E
Yes it is, yes it is. But Brad,
| gotta get real with you now.

BRAD
real ? Whaddaya nean?

CHARLI E
Let's not beat around the bush
anynore here Brad. Wat the
hel| does steak have to do
with anything? Its tinme to get
serious. Its tinme to get down
to the brass tacks.

BRAD
kay. Let's do it.

CHARLI E
Brad, we all know why you're
here. We all know why we're
all here. There's no hiding
it-- we all know. You do know,
don't you?

Brad has become nervous. He knows things are going to get ugly.
Charlie has suddenly becone very serious now.
The whol e nbod has changed.

BRAD
Yes, | know.

CHARLI E
Brad you're here because you
owe me noney. The noney t hat
you bet, and lost. You bet it
on that damm ganme, and | ost.
Ya | ost and now you owe ne the
noney. Am | correct so far?



BRAD
You know you are.

CHARLI E
You're right, I do. Now Brad
woul dn't feel too bad about it
t hough. A lot of people lost a
| ot of nobney on that gane. A lot.

BRAD
I know. It was supposed to be
a sure thing.

CHARLI E
Yes it was, and | understand
that. They were not supposed
to lose. It was inpossible for
themto lose. No way in hel
could they | ose. That;s why so
many people bet so much on
them And do you know what
happened?

BRAD
They | ost.

CHARLI E
They lost. Inpossible to | ose,
no way in hell, and they |ost.

It was a sure thing.

BRAD
A sure thing...

CHARLI E
Do you know what |'ve | earned
about sure things over the
course of ny life Brad?

BRAD
What ?

CHARLI E
Well, ny grandfather used to
tell me when | was grow ng up,
that a sure thing is never a
sure thing. Do you understand
that Brad? Do you know what
t hat nmeans?

BRAD
Yeah-- | under st and.
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CHARLI E

Then tell ne what it neans.
BRAD

It neans... it neans that

there is no such thing as a
sure thing. Sure things don't
exi st.

CHARLI E
Exactly-- that is exactly what
it nmeans. There is no such
thing as a sure thing. Wll, a
| ot of people don't know that.
A |l ot of people forgot that
there is no such thing as a
sure thing. That is why a | ot
of people are in a |ot of
trouble. That's why a | ot of
peopl e owe a | ot of noney--
because a | ot of people forgot
that there is no such thing as
a sure thing. You forgot that
didn't you Brad?

BRAD
yes. | forgot that.

CHARLI E
Well Brad, | guess that's just
pure bad luck isn't it?

BRAD
Yes it is...

CHARLI E
How nmuch was it?

BRAD
Huh?

CHARLI E

Your bet. How nuch noney did
you put down?

BRAD
Twenty-- twenty grand.

DAVE
Quch.

CHARLI E

Quch is right. That's a | ot of
noney man, a | ot of noney.
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BRAD
| know, | know...

CHARLI E
Now Brad, | gotta be rea
right now. | could tell from
the m nute you wal ked in here
t hat sonet hing was w ong, that
sonmet hing wasn't right. |
could tell fromthe mnute you
wal ked in here that you didn't
have ny noney. You don't have
t he noney do you?

BRAD
| don't have all of it, but I
can- -

Charlie stops himfromfinishing his sentence.

CHARLI E
--shh shh. You don't have al
of it. | could tell that from

the m nute you wal ked in. How
much do you have?

BRAD
Uh, five. Five thousand.

CHARLI E
Fi ve thousand-- where is it?

BRAD
| have it, its right here.

CHARLI E
let ne see it. Hand it over.

Brad reaches into one of his pockets and renpbves an ENVELOPE
He hands it to Charlie.

BRAD
Here. .

Charlie hands it to Dave.

CHARLI E
Count it.

Dave starts counting the noney.



CHARLI E
You understand Brad, its not
that I don't trust you, but I
just have to do this. You
understand right?

BRAD
Yeah | under st and.

They wait while Dave finishes counting.
When he's done, he puts the envel ope on the counter.

DAVE
Fi ve thousand dollars-- its
all there.

CHARLI E
Good, good. | expected it to be.

BRAD
Listen Charlie, I'mreally
sorry | don't have it all. But
| promise I'll get the rest,
just--

CHARLI E
-- no, stop. Don't. Look nan,
| understand, | do. I"'mnot a
monster. I'mno evil son-of-a-
bitch here. I"mjust a regular
guy, just like you. Its cool.

FREDDY
Aw cone on Charlie. Let's ness
the bastard up.

PAUL
Yeah man-- cone on

CHARLI E
(to Paul and Freddy)
Li sten, shut the hell up. |
don't wanna hear your dunbass
comments. Just be quiet.

FREDDY
Ah, screw you Charlie.

Charlie is really pissed-off now.



CHARLI E

(angrily)
Screw nme. Screw ne? What did |
say about respect? What the
hell was | sayin' about
respect? Did ya think I was
kidding-- was | telling a
Goddanmm j oke? You have no
respect for me-- no respect at

all. After all | do for you,
you no good son-of-a-bitch.
I"msick of it, I"mso sick

Ya know what ? Ya know what Freddy?

Suddenly, in the blink of an eye, Charlie WH PS OQUT a snal
handgun, SPI NS AROUND toward Freddy, and Fl RES.

The bullet H TS Freddy in the head, SPI NN NG hi m around.
He falls to the floor dead.

Paul DROPS his pool stick in fear.

Charlie has everyone's total attention now.

Brad is scared out of his m nd.

DAVE
Jesus Christ...
TRAVI S
Dam. . .
PAUL
(scar ed)
Ch man, oh man, oh nman...
CHARLI E
. (angry) =
Danmmit. Shit. | didn't want to
do that-- | didn't want to. He
left nme no choice. | told him
he was gonna get it. | told
hi m he was gonna get it one
day. | said that. | told him
that dammt. | warned him
war ned him
PAUL
(scar ed)

Ch Cod..

20.



CHARLI E
(cal mred down)
Now Paul , are you gonna start
respecting me? Are you gonna
respect me Paul ?

PAUL
(beggi ng)
Yes, yes. I'll respect you-- |
prom se.
CHARLI E

Good Paul -- that's good. Cause
if you don't, you're gonna end
up |i ke Freddy here, and I
know you don't want that. |I'm
war ni ng you now - you don't
wanna get it |ike Freddy. So
"' mwarni ng you-- respect ne
Paul . Ckay?

PAUL
Yes, yes, okay. I'll respect you.

CHARLI E
Good. W pe your face-- you got
bl ood on it.

DAVE
jesus Christ Charlie. Dam.

CHARLI E
" mgonna hafta call soneone
| ater to clean this nmess up

BRAD
(scar ed)
Ch God, oh Cod..

CHARLI E
Brad, Brad-- cal m down nan,
cal m down. Look, he had that
comng. He had it comng for a

long tine. |'ve been warning
himfor along tinme. It wasn't
just this-- it was a long |ist

of things, but I don't have

time to get into the details

now. He had it com ng though.

| told himthat. He had it com ng.

TRAVI S
Son-of -a-bitch..
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CHARLI E
Are you okay Brad? | didn't
nmean to scare you

BRAD
I think I pissed nyself.

CHARLI E
You' re okay, its okay. Rel ax
man, its cool

There is a nonent of silence as everyone cal ns t hensel ves down.

BRAD
So... so what about the, the
noney? \What happens with ne?

CHARLI E
Wl |l Brad, you don't have al
of the noney, and that;s not
good. But I'Il tell you what.
| like you Brad, | really do.
You're a good kid, and I don't
want you to get yourself into

trouble. I want to help you

So I'll tell ya what |I'm gonna
do. I'"mnot gonna kill you-- I
don't want to. | don't want ya

to end up like Freddy here. He
was a m serabl e bastard, but

you're a good kid. | can tell.
BRAD
So then what are you going to
do to ne?
CHARLI E

| was thinking of making a
little wager with you Brad.

BRAD
A wager ? You wanna nmake a bet
with me?

CHARLI E
Vell its not really a bet. Its

nore of a contest actually?

BRAD
What kind of a contest?

CHARLI E
A drinking contest.



DAVE
VWhat ? A drinking contest?

CHARLI E
hear nme out. Brad, you are
going to participate in a
drinking contest with Travis here.

TRAVI S
Wth me?

CHARLI E
yes. You and Brad are gonna
have a little race.

BRAD
["msorry Charlie, but | don't
get it.

CHARLI E
You and Travis are going to
race to see who can drink a
bottl e of beer the fastest.

DAVE
What ?
TRAVI S
Yeah-- what ?
CHARLI E
Just listen. Now Brad, no
matter who wins, | get to keep

the five thousand-- that's ny

noney. You owe me. But, if you
win, if you finish the bottle

before Travis here, you get to
wal k out of here. You can

| eave with a clean sl ate.

Consi der the bet paid.

BRAD
But what happens if | |ose?
CHARLI E
Your hand.
BRAD
What ?
CHARLI E
If you lose, you'll pay ne

wi th your hand.
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DAVE
What are you sayin' man?

Charlie holds up the gun and points to it.

CHARLI E
If you lose Brad, I"'mgoing to
shoot you in your hand.
TRAVI S
What ?
BRAD
My hand?
CHARLI E

Yes. You | ose, you get shot in
your hand, and then you can

| eave. The hand will count as
the rest of your paynent.

BRAD
So let nme make sure | have it
all. If | can drink a bottle

of beer faster than Travis, |
can |l eave with ny debt erased?

But if | can't, | get shot in
ny hand, and then the bet is
paid of f?

CHARLI E
Exactly.

BRAD
What happens if | don't wanna
do this?

CHARLI E
Then 1'Il have to kill you--

["11 have no choice. nakes the
deci sion pretty easy doesn't it?

BRAD

yeah, | guess it does.
DAVE

Are you for real Charlie?
CHARLI E

Yes | am | am one-

hundr edOpercent for real. So
Brad, do we have a deal ?

Brad sits there and thinks for a few nonents.



BRAD
kay, its a deal

CHARLI E
Sl anmi n' .
Charlie and Brad SHAKE HANDS.
CHARLI E
kay Paul, go to the back
cl oset and bring over that
stack of towels. Dave, get out

two bottles of Kingston. W
are gonna do this thing.

paul goes to the back of the bar, and cones back to the
counter with a stack of towels.

Dave takes out two bottles of beer and opens them

Everyone gat hers around the counter.

DAVE
i e-doki e boys-- let's rock.
CHARLI E
Here Brad wap your hand in a
t ownel .
BRAD
Al right...

Brad waps his left hand in a towel.

CHARLI E
Here Dave-- you do the honors.

Charlie hands Dave the gun.
He then takes Brad's hand and holds it on the counter.

Dave hol ds the gun up against Brad' s hand.

PAUL
Oh man-- this is gonna be awesone.
CHARLI E
(to Paul)
Stop it. You're scaring Brad.
(to Brad)

You okay man?

BRAD
Yeah, never better.

25.
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DAVE
| doubt that.

CHARLI E
Are ya ready Trav?

TRAVI S
Hel | yeah. 1'mready to go.

CHARLI E
kay. You Brad?

BRAD
Yep. ..

CHARLI E
Alright then-- let's do this.

Everyone is in position.
Brad and Travis each hold a bottle of beer.
It is a very tense nonent. Deep concentration
CHARLI E
On your mark. ..
(Pause)
Get set...
(1 ong pause)
Dri nk!
Brad and Travis start CHUGE NG t he beer.
Everyone is DEAD SI LENT as they watch the two drink.
Its very cl ose.
Travis finishes first.
He SLAMS the enpty bottle down on the counter.

TRAVI S
Done. .

In an instant, before Brad can say anything, Dave FlRES.
Bl ood SPRAYS from Brad's hand, and SPLATTERS onto the counter.
Brad SCREAMS in pain, clutching his hand.

BRAD

yelling in pain)
Shit, oh shit. Ch CGod...
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Paul , Dave, and Travis are all SHOCKED

CHARLI E
Brad, Brad. You' re okay nan.
Damm-- Brad cal m down. You're
gonna be okay, just rel ax.

BRAD
(i n pain)
Oh man, |I'mshot. I'm shot.
CHARLI E
I know - that was the point.
Cal m down.
BRAD
(i n pain)
My hand, ny hand. | have no
hand-- its gone. It hurts |ike
hel | .
CHARLI E
| know, its okay. You stil
have a hand. | know it hurts.

Soneone hand ne a damm towel .
Paul hands Charlie a towel.
He waps it around Brad's bl ood soaked hand.
Everyone is in a daze. Its surreal

BRAD
(nmoani ng in pain)
Ch man, oh Cod..

CHARLI E
You're going to be fine Brad,
| promse. its not that bad.
You'll be fine. Just go to the
hospital, and they'Il fix you
right up. They'll fix you

right as rain-- | prom se.
You'l | be fine.
BRAD
(i n pain)
Oh God... the slate's cl ean?

The debt's pai d?

CHARLI E
The slate is clean-- you're
paid in full. Now go. Go to
t he hospital.



BRAD
Thanks, thank you.

CHARLI E
kay, okay. Go, go. Keep the
towel s, just go.
Brad turns and starts to | eave.

CHARLI E
(yelling after Brad)
Hey Brad, wait.
Brad stops and turns around.

BRAD
Yeah?

CHARLI E
Here man, take this

He hands Brad the envel ope of noney.

BRAD
But | thought...
CHARLI E
Ah screw it. |'mno nonster.

Take it. Buy yourself a nice
steak di nner.

BRAD
Thank you. | will, | wll.
CHARLI E
Oh and Brad?
BRAD
Yeah?
CHARLI E

| can trust that you won't
speak of anything that
happened here today. You can
keep a secret can't you?

BRAD
Don't worry-- | won't tell anyone.

CHARLI E
Good boy. You're a good kid. |
don't ever wanna hafta see you
in here like this again.
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BRAD
Don't worry, you won't.
| earned ny | esson.
CHARLI E
Good. Now get the hell outta
here-- you're bl eedi ng.
Brad turns and wal ks back up the stairs, |eaving the bar behind.
DAVE
(yelling after Brad)
See ya Brad. Stay out of trouble.

CUT TO

EXT. PARKED CAR - STREET - DAY
W are on a CLOSE UP of the back of Brad' s parked car.
We hear a door open, and soneone wal ks out si de.
We see brad' s | egs wal k behind the car.
He goes around to the driver's side, and OPENS the door.
He gets into the car and SHUTS the door.
The car TURNS ON
MUSI C begi ns pl ayi ng over the car radio.
The car DRIVES forward until it is OFF SCREEN
The FRAME is left enpty.
The MJSI C continues to play.
FADE COUT.
THE END



