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FADE | N:
BLACK SCREEN

DARCY( Q. S)
The light, the eternal radiance
t hat shines. Man has del ved
into the inner light, hoping__

MR. CORNETTQ( CS. )
Cut! Jesus...cut it!
(beat)
Darcy, this script is about the
dark. Not the fucking |ight!

DARCY( Q. S)
Oh. | thought we were doing the
i ght one first.

MR CORNETTQ( O. S)
No. You're standing in a pitch
bl ack room There is no fucking
li ght.

DARCY( Q. S)
Sorry. ..

MR CORNETTQ( O. S)
(nmutters)
Wiy do | always get the ones
from C evel and? Ready?
And. .. action!

DARCY( Q. S)
The dark, the eternal bl ackness.
What nysteries |lie beneath the...

I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

The door opens. DARCY(30), tall, mediumbuild, enters.
He's agitated. Flings his EMPTY BRI EFCASE onto the sofa.
He paces up and down.

DARCY
Honey? We need to tal k!
Sonet hi ng' s happened. ..

LEI LA(30), pretty brunette, conmes in fromthe kitchen

LElI LA

H, darling. Wiat's wong?
DARCY

Today, |...what's that?

Leila | ooks down. She's hol ding a SPORTSBAG FULL OF DRUGS



LEI LA
For the party Saturday night,
remenber? W were going to try
some new stuff.

DARCY
Oh...but, honey, I'mreally
worried! Today | saw. ..

Leila sits on the sofa, pats the cushions.

LEI LA
No, first, sit right here.
Rel ax and tell me all about,
wel |, whatever's bothering you.

Darcy nods, quickly sits. He squirnms, fretting. Leila
produces a KNI FE, starts whittling a piece of wood.

DARCY
Can you...can you do anot her
PDA? God, they're so good.

LEI LA
Sure, honey. Now, what happened
today that's got you so worked up?

Darcy takes sone cal m ng BREATHS.

DARCY
Gk, | was in the subway, on ny
way home. There's a honel ess
bl ack guy al ways there, sane
spot. Every day, | drop a
dollar in his tin.

LEI LA
You're so sweet. Hel ping the
| ess fortunate.

DARCY
Yes, well, anyway...normally
t he guy never says anyt hi ng.
Just nods and plays his
har noni ca. But today.. .
(beat)
Today was different.

LEI LA
He thanked you?
DARCY
Wl l...no. He produced a

VEGAPHONE, and
started...announci ng.



LEI LA
Wonderful! He thanked you
| oudly so everyone could see
what a great person you are.

Darcy rises, shakes his head. He's really flipping out now. ..

DARCY
He said...'beware of the dark'.

Silence. Leila waits patiently for nore. Nothing. Finally...

LEI LA
That's it? 'Beware of the dark'?
DARCY
(shudder s)
Yes.
LEI LA
Well...the dark what? The Dark
Kni ght ? Sauron, the Dark Lord
of Mordor?
She G GGLES.
DARCY
I[t's not funny! H's voice
freaked ne out. | didn't__

A KNOCK on the door. Leila gets up.
DARCY( CONT' D)

Don't answer it. It'll be ny doom
LEI LA
Oh, don't be so silly, dear
She opens the door. BRI AN(22)stands there, cleancut,
BRI AN
Un hi. | just noved into
nunber six. | found this on the

stairs before.
He hol ds out a BADGEM WALLET.

LEI LA
Way...that's ny husband' s!
Darcy, you nust've dropped it.
Thi s nice young nman has
returned it.

Darcy noves to the door. Leila hands himthe WALLET.

DARCY
Uh, thank you

cheery.



BRI AN
No problem dad to help. 1'll
see you around then.

LEI LA
Thank you very nuch, um..?

BRI AN
The nane's Brian. Brian Dark.

He smles, continues along the hallway. Darcy MOANS, SLAMS
t he door shut. He rushes towards the bedroom The SOUND
of rummagi ng. .

LElI LA
Darcy, conme on. You're being
silly. It's just a coincidence,
not hi ng nore.

Darcy cones back, hol ding a SHOTGUN

DARCY
Dark...his nane was DarKk.

LEI LA
Oh, put that away. It's not
even | oaded.

DARCY
l...it's not?

LEI LA
No. Renenmber the drumrer we had
next door, keeping us awake? |
bl asted his kit, M CROPHONE and
DRUMSTI CKS.

Darcy stands, head bowed.

DARCY
What about ny GLOCK?

LEI LA
Pawned it to buy the drugs.
Look, you don't need any
weapons! No one, or nothing
pertaining to 'the dark', is
going to hurt you.

DARCY
|...maybe you're right. | have
been working hard lately.

LEI LA
Exactly. So sit down and rel ax.
Actual ly, you can call Jake and
Tash while | have a shower.



DARCY
Wy ?

LElI LA
Because I'mdirty.

DARCY
Huh? No, why do | have to cal
Jake and Tash?

LEI LA
They' re comi ng over for dinner.
Tell them| got that wine | was
after. They don't need to bring
anyt hi ng.

DARCY
Gk. | can do that.

Leil a heads off to the bathroom Darcy takes out his
MOBI LE, sits on the sofa.

TEN M NUTES LATER

LEI LA(O. S)
Darcy? Could you get nme a fresh
towel , pl ease?

DARCY
Sur e, babe.

He heads down the hallway. A door opens, then SHUTS.

LEI LA(O. S)
Thanks, honey. | _

DARCY( Q. S)
Aargh! Aargh! It's here!

LEI LA(O. S)
Jesus, Darcy, you scared ne!
What's wong now?

DARCY( Q. S)
The dark...|l see it!
(beat)
It's on you.

Si | ence.

LEI LA(O. S)
Darcy, that's ny pubic hair.

DARCY( Q. S)
No, it's...it's the dark. It's
after ne.



LEI LA(O. S)
Darcy, you stupid prick, it's
ny pussy.

DARCY( Q. S)
[...but...

LEI LA(O. S)
| stopped shaving |ast nonth,
r emenber ?

DARCY( Q. S)

|...oh, yeah...sorry.

LEI LA( Q. S)
You' re acting childish. Now,
get out of here, and sit
quietly till Jake and Tash arrive.

LATER

Leila sets the table, a WNEGLASS next to each plate, A
KNOCK on the door. Darcy opens it. JAKE(29), solid, and
TASH(30), petite blonde, enter. Jake carries an ELECTRI C
QU TAR

JAKE
Hey guys. Thanks for the
invitation. Brought ny axe over
for a sing-song.

LEI LA
Cool! H , Tash.

TASH
Hey, Leila. Oh, here's that
BOOK | borrowed fromyou. G eat
read!

DARCY
Well, this is nice and confy,
isn't it? Good friends, good
food, sone honme grown nusic.

Jake cl aps himon the shoul der.

JAKE
You' re a great host, Darce.

LATER

The four sit around the table, enpty plates in the m ddle.
Darcy is cheerful, snapping his fingers at forgotten worri es.

DARCY
...and he said, 'beware of the
dark'. Ooh, | was really scared..



He | aughs. Leila frowns, joins in. Jake and Tash crack up.

JAKE
That's ny Darce neister! G ves
the finger to the unknown!
(beat)
Hey, | |earned a new song.
Springsteen... ' Dancing In The
Dark'. Wanna hear it?

Darcy falls silent, grins macabrely.

LEI LA
Unh, maybe | ater. Coffee anyone?

LATER

The four relax in the sofa and chairs. Each has a steam ng
COFFEE MUG

TASH
I s your nom | ooking after the
ki ds, Leila?

LEI LA
Ah, no.
(beat)
They're | ocked in their roons.

JAKE
What ? But why?

DARCY
Budget restraints. No children
allowed in this script.

LEI LA
O ani mal s.
TASH
So. .. Fido?
LEI LA
Dunped at the Shelter this
nmor ni ng.
Si | ence.
DARCY
Hey, | have a great idea. Let's

have a Christrmas party! R ght
here, right now 1| found al
this stuff in the cupboard on
t he weekend.

JAKE
Christmas in April? Yeah, what
the hell!



Darcy rushes out. Tash | ooks dubi ous.

LEI LA
| know...it's silly. But it'll
keep his mnd of this 'dark’
r ubbi sh.

Darcy conmes back in, with a cardboard box.

DARCY
Ok, cool. W got M STLETCE -
ki ssy kissy, Tash - a CARCL
SHEET...let's see...even a
SNOWBALL!

Suddenly, the lights go out! Uter darkness. Darcy SCREANS.

DARCY

The dark! Aargh, we're all dead!
JAKE

Cal mdown, man. It's just a

bl ackout .

The SOUND of rummagi ng again. A cigarette |ighter FLICKS,
igniting a fiery TORCH Leila holds it aloft.

TASH
Ww, nice illumnation. Creates
a real jungle thene.

LEI LA
Thanks! | got it from _

Darcy SCREAMS again! He points to the wall. THE DARK i s
witten in huge, black letters. A SPRAY CAN sits on the
tabl e.

JAKE
Fuck ne...now what ?

DARCY
We're dooned! It's here! In the
roomwth us.

He grabs the TORCH from Leila, waves it around.

LEI LA
Darcy, be careful with that.

Tash searches in the Christmas box, pulls out a SPARKLER
She lights it fromthe TORCH.

JAKE
You know, |'ve just realised
sonet hi ng.



TASH
What's that, dear?

JAKE
Darcy's nane...it neans 'dark’
in lrish Gaelic.

The others ook at him Even Darcy halts his craziness.
JAKE( CONT' D)

And Leil a? Your nane is Arabic.
It means 'dark as night'.

Si | ence.
DARCY
| didn't know t hat.
LElI LA
Me neither.
TASH

VWw. . . but what can all this nean?

Jake stands up, produces a MAG C WAND from his arse. He
CHANTS, waves the WAND. A blinding FLASH. The |ights cone
back on.

DARCY
Jake? Have you gone mad too?

Jake is now an old black man in rags.

TASH
Where did you come fronf
Where's Jake?

JAKE
Oh, I'mstill Jake. | get
around, is all.

DARCY
You're...you're the honel ess
guy. From the subway.

LEI LA
‘Beware of the dark'...it's you
You're the dark. The dark nan..

A nmoment of inpending climax.

JAKE
(sighs)
No, I"mjust a |lowy beggar.
They gave ne this MAG C WAND
to wap things up. This script
was goi ng nowhere.



Jake waves the WAND. Everything goes totally BLACK

THE END.

TASH
True.

LEI LA
Wait! Isn't the script neant
to be twel ve pages?

JAKE
Too bad. |I'mover it.

DARCY
Yeah, put the fucker out of
it's msery.

CAVERA MAN( Q. S)
You're sure that shower scene
can't be a visual ?

MR. CORNETTO( O S)

No. Bathroomtiles are out, |I'm
afraid.
(beat)

How about a neteor shower?

CAVERA MAN( Q. S)
That's a start.
(beat)
Over a nudi e beach?

10.



