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S U P ERMAN A S CE NDANZTZCY

FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
Stars illum nate the inky blackness. For a few nonents

not hi ng happens. Then an OBJECT noves into frane, PAST
CAMERA.

W PAN WTH the object as it nmakes it's way through space,
eventual |y panning around to reveal it's destination -
Eart h.

As the object noves towards the atnosphere of the planet,
it begins to burn bright red. Rocket thrusters on the
back |ight up

A satellite in orbit of Earth turns slightly, pointing
itself at the object. CLOSER IN we can see the | ogo on
the side - a stylised 'L' and the words: LexSat-95.

EXT. MONI TORI NG STATI ON -- NI GHT

CLOSE on the L-shaped | ogo - beneath it we see the words:
LexCorp - bringing the future to you today

W PAN UP to reveal a network of gigantic satellite dishes
poi nted at the heavens, illumnated by a full noon.

SUPER: LexCorp satellite nonitoring station, Corto Maltese
| NT. MONI TORI NG STATION -- N GHT

The place is dark and near deserted, the only light com ng
fromthe nmonitors. Two TECHNI Cl ANS are present - one idly
pl aying solitaire, filing-cabinet bottle of Vodka on the
go, the other snoozing in his chair.

On a nonitor in the background, we see a red blip begin to
descend into the atnosphere.

EXT. SPACE

The object begins to glow bright red as it descends into
t he at nosphere.

I NT. MONI TORI NG STATION -- N GHT

A chime sounds fromthe boards. Tech #1 idly |ooks up
fromhis cards, then does a doubl e take.

TECH #1
Ted, take a | ook at this.

Hi s col | eague wakes up sl owy.

TECH #2
VWhassamat t er ..?



TECH #1
We got a blip.

EXT. MQJAVE DESERT -- N GHT

The object flashes down out of the sky and SMASHES into
the ground with a very final thunp.

I NT. MONI TORI NG STATION -- N GHT

Tech #1 works the conputer as his friend noves to his side,
rubbi ng his eyes.

TECH #2
Has it hit?

TECH #1
Checki ng now...

TECH #2
This better not be anot her damm
meteorite.

TECH #1
(shrugs)
M ght make the big man's day...

He brings up a map of North Anerica - a blip appears.

TECH #1 ( CONT' D)
Looks like it came down in the
Moj ave. And check out this heat
si gnat ur e.

A pile of technical data appears on the screen. Tech #2
| ets out an inpressed whistle.

TECH #2
NASA seen it yet?
TECH #1
Don't think so, but it won't be
| ong.
(beat)

What're we going to do?
A noment - then Tech #2 makes a deci sion.

TECH #2
Get on the horn to Metropolis -
they're going to want to know about
this.

As Tech #1 gets to work, Tech #2 gazes at the screen in
wonder ment .

TECH #2 (CONT' D)
VWat are you..?



EXT. MQJAVE DESERT -- N GHT

We CLOSE IN on the crater and we finally get a |look at the
thing buried at the bottom- it's a PROBE, and it's stil
in one piece despite the inpact.

A beat - nothing happens ...and then the machine whirs to
life...And on the side of the probe, an insignia lights up
bright red - the famliar red 'S shield agai nst bl ack!

The probe begins to emt a signal - alien Mrse code? W
PAN UP and AWAY fromthe probe, up until the stars of the
ni ght sky fill the sky conpletely...

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. METROPCLI S -- MORNI NG

We start up in the clouds before PANNING DOMN to give us
our first view of the great city, illumnated by the norning
sunlight which sparkles off the waters of the bay.

Two | andmar ks define the skyline - the DAILY PLANET (gl obe
rotating majestically on the top) and the LEXCORP TONER
(the '"L'-shaped building that dom nates the entire city).

EXT. METROPOLI S STREETS -- DAY

CLARK KENT, attired for work in suit and gl asses, makes
his way through the streets, heading to work. Al around
himis the hustle and bustle of the big city.

EXT. NEWS5- STAND -- DAY

Clark picks up a copy of the Daily Planet. He grins at
t he vendor.

CLARK
Morning M G aham

VENDOR
M ster Kent, right on tine.

As Clark pays for his paper, the vendor points up at
sonet hi ng across the street.

VENDOR ( CONT' D)
Check out the new eyesore.

ark | ooks ...a billboard poster has appeared across the
street, a poster showing a very famliar face and ador ned
w th the words.

"Lex Luthor for President, 2004.
Bringing you the future today"
Cl ark shakes his head in amazenent m xed wi th di sgust.

CUT TO



| NT. DI AMOND STORE -- DAY

Hands in bl ack gl oves grab di anonds from boxes.

A robbery is in progress - arnmed thugs (nost wth guns,
one holding an iron bar) in bal acl ava masks hold staff and
custoners on the ground at gunpoint while the others clean
out the store.

Their | eader, BAUER, is getting twtchy.

BAUER

Hurry up!
THUG #1

That's it!
BAUER

Ckay, lets get out of here!
THUG #2

(to crowd)
NOBCODY MOVE!

The thugs charge out of the shop--
EXT. DI AMOND STORE -- DAY
The thugs energe onto the streets--

BAUER
Ah, shit!

Cop cars are converging fromone end of the street. Bauer
| ooks around, spots sonething.

BAUER ( CONT' D)
Cone on!

He | eads the thugs to where a bus is about to pull off.
They all charge inside.

| NT. BUS -- DAY
The thugs board the bus - imedi ate chaos ensues.

BAUER
Ckay everyone - everyone be cool
and no-one gets hurt!
(to thug)
Get on with it!

Thug #1 grabs the driver, hauls himout of the seat.

THUG #1
Cot it.

BAUER
Al right, get us out of here!

The thug hits the gas.



EXT. DI AMOND STORE -- DAY
The bus PEELS OFF into the city.
EXT. NEWS- STAND -- DAY

Clark is still having his ear bent by the Vendor.
VENDOR
.1 still can't believe it - we've

got Lex Luthor on trial for

cor porate sabotage, potentially
the biggest industrial trial of
the century. ..

Clark tries to get a word in edgeways - it doesn't happen.

VENDOR ( CONT' D)

And then not only does he get off
on a technicality, not only is he
conpl etely exonerated by the Senate
Select Commttee, but then he
pronmptly throws his nane up for
President of the United States.

(Shakes his head)

That guy's got sone nerve. | mean

Ni xon, now that guy had stones,

but this guy...
Clark's pretty much letting this conversation go in one
ear and out the other ... but at this noment we HEAR what
he hears ... GUNSHOTS, PEELI NG TYRES, POLI CE SI RENS.
Clark snaps out of it to find the Vendor still in md-flow

VENDOR ( CONT' D)
...kinda like Trunp but with none
of his style...

CLARK
l"msorry, M Graham but | really
have to go...

He turns and practically runs onto the street. The Vendor
shakes hi s head.

VENDOR
Al ways a god- dammed ener gency.

EXT. ALLEY -- DAY

Cl ark charges down a nearby alley, ripping off his gl asses
as he goes - his blue eyes shine brightly in the di nmess.

He grasps the seans of his shirt and RIPS I T OPEN TO REVEAL
THE RED 'S SHI ELD UNDERNEATH

EXT. NEWS- STAND -- DAY

The Vendor is fiddling wwth a transistor radi o when--
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BANG The roar of a sonic boom echoes through the street -
everyone |l ooks up in tine to see a blue and red fl ash
clinmbing into the air.

Sone people start cheering. The Vendor shrugs and goes
back to his radio.

EXT. METROPOLI S STREETS -- DAY

The bus careers around a corner, rising up onto two wheels
for just a second ... the blaring of horns follows it.

| NT. BUS -- DAY
Everyone's scream ng and hanging on for dear life.

BAUER

(yel l'ing)
SHUT UP

(to driver)
How far now?

THUG #1
Al nost at the freeway, boss.

EXT. STREETS -- DAY

Two kids try to cross the road - they look up intinme to
see the bus hurtling towards them -

The ki ds SCREAM -

A blue flash sweeps past them YANKI NG t hem out of harns
way just as the bus shoots past.

The kids find thensel ves standing on the pavenent on the
ot her side of the road.

KID #1
VWhat was that?

KID #2
(awest ruck)
That was H M ..

EXT. METROPOLI S FREEWAY -- DAY
The bus has nmade it to the freeway.
| NT. BUS -- DAY

The thugs all cheer in triunph - Bauer sags against his
seat .

BAUER
Alright ... good job boys, they
can't get us here--

BANG Sonet hi ng snashes down HARD onto the roof of the
bus.



THUG #2
VWhat the hell was that!

Everyone LURCHES as the bus is PULLED TO THE SI DE OF THE
ROAD- -

And cones to a hard stop

BAUER
Shit.

Everyone | ooks through the front windshield to see--
SUPERMVAN

PASSENGER
Awesone. . .

EXT. METROPOLI S FREEVWAY -- DAY

Super man wal ks forward, grabs the front of the bus and
rips the entire front windshield clear off!

SUPERMAN
CGentlenen, | believe this is your
st op.

BAUER
Get him

The thugs open fire - bullets bounce harm essly off his
chest - -

Superman's irises turn red - the thugs drop their guns as
t he netal SUPERHEATS in their hands--!

The thug with the iron bar ROARS and | eaps out of the bus
to attack Superman. He hefts the bar--

Wi ch has no effect on Supernman what soever - the vibrations
cause the thug to how in pain and hit the deck.

BAUER (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Super man!

Superman turns to | ook - Bauer and the other thugs have
got off the bus. Al the thugs are hiding behind Bauer,
who is holding a Passenger at gunpoint.

BAUER ( CONT' D)
Here's howit's going to work -
you're going to let us go our
separate ways, or else the pretty
| ady i s going over the edge!

A tense nonment - the hostage | ooks pleadingly into
Superman's eyes.

SUPERMAN
Sorry, but | can't do that.



BAUER
Shane.

And with no warning he HURLS THE WOVAN OVER THE EDGE- -
EXT. ABOVE FREEWAYS -- DAY
The woman SCREAMS as she plummets towards the traffic bel ow -

And stops dead to find Superman hol di ng her tightly about
twenty feet over the traffic.

SUPERVAN
Don't worry, | got you

HOSTAGE
Don't let go!

SUPERVAN

(grins)
| won't.

He heads back up towards the bus.
EXT. METROPCLI S FREEVAY -- DAY

Bauer and the thugs are trying to run for it - they stop
dead as Superman descends to the ground in front of them
and he doesn't | ook happy.

SUPERMVAN
Uh-uh, you don't get off that
easily.

EXT. SAME -- MOMENTS LATER

Police cars screech to a halt at the side of the road -
CAPTAI N MAGE E SAWYER and her team |l eap out to find Superman
standi ng over the thugs, who are bound up by thug #2's

iron bar. She gives Superman an admring | ook.

SAWER
You're going to | eave us out of a
j ob, Super man.

SUPERNVAN

Just doing ny part.
SAWYER

W'll take it from here.
SUPERNVAN

Good. Now if you'll excuse ne...

He takes flight, heading straight up towards the cl ouds.
Sawyer | ooks fromhis retreating figure dowmn to Bauer and
t he t hugs.

SAWYER
And let that be a | esson to you!

CUT TO



EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- DAY

We PAN DOWMN t he side of the huge LexCorp Tower to reveal
the plaza, which has been set up for a press conference.
"Luthor for President' banners are visible everywhere.

A podi um has been erected and a crowd of journalists are
wai ting. Among themwe see LOS LANE and JI MW OLSEN
Lois checks her watch in irritation.

LA S
Typi cal ...

JI MWY
Well, that's what happens when
you're running to be president -
you becone very inportant, therefore
you end up being allowed to be
fashi onably late to everything.

Lois gives Jimmy a | ook.

LA S
Ji mry, Lex has never been on tine
for anything in his life - | should
know, | was the one who had a
relationship with himfor the better
part of the year.

JI MWY
Ah. R ght. Gotcha.
LA S
In any case, | neant Clark. There's

anot her one who's never on time
for anythi ng.

JI MW
Oh.

A nonent passes - Lois checks her watch again.

LA S
That's a point - where the hell is
Lex, anyway?

EXT. LEXCORP TOAER -- DAY

We pan up the side of the building, eventually reaching
the office on the top floor.

LUTHOR (prel ap)
This is unaccept abl e.

I NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

LEX LUTHOR - as bald and inposing as ever - has his back
to us as he | ooks out across the great city of Metropolis.



He turns,
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LUTHOR
| want sonet hi ng understood, and
understood you will - this is ny

city. Metropolis is the world
wonder she is today because | nade
her so. | sweated blood into this
city. That is the kind of

dedi cation and comm tnment one needs
to get by inthis life.

irate as hell. Stood behind himis a nervous-as-

hell young man in an over-smart suit - WNTERS - visibly

sweat i ng.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
One thing I will not stand is
i nconpetence, M Wnters. Another
thing I will not stand is |aziness.
You have bot h.

W NTERS
M Lut hor, |--

LUTHOR
Did | say speak?

Wnters gets the hint and shuts up. Luthor cones around
hi s desk and begi ns paci ng around, | ooking for sonething

to kill.

He stops
eye.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Your inconpetence very nearly | ost
me ten points in the polls, M
Wnters. Your one saving grace is
the fact that you realised your
mstake in tine for us to do
sonet hing about it. Right now,
what coul d have been a disaster is
sinply a bad nenory...

n front of Wnters and | ooks himdead in the
LUTHOR ( CONT' D)

But things could have gone so very
differently, couldn't they, M

Wnters?
W NTERS
Yes sir.
LUTHOR
" mglad you see the error of your
ways.

He hits the intercombutton and MERCY enters the office.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Mercy, show M Wnters the way
out, please.
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VERCY
Yes, M Luthor.

Wnters practically runs fromthe office. As Luthor sits
down hi s canpai gn manager, HARLIN (40s, black, not to be
trifled with) enters.

HARLI N
Anot her ex-publicist?

LUTHOR
Anot her soon-to-be-ex publicist.
Hs little blunder nearly cost us
the whole election. Things are
already to close for confort.

HARLI N
Then 1've got sonme good news for
you, Sir.

Lut hor 1 ooks up in surprise as Harlin slides a file across
t he desk towards him

EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- DAY
Everyone in the crowd is getting irritable now.

LA S
Fashionably late is one thing, but
this is pushing it a bit...

But at that nmonent a cute fenal e ANNOUNCER takes to the
stage, taps the m crophone.

ANNOUNCER
Ladi es and gentl enen- -

LA S
(aside to Ji my)
Here we go.

ANNOUNCER
It is ny great pleasure to present
to you the founder and CEO of
LexCorp, and the next President of
the United States - Lex Luthor!

And Lut hor takes the stage anongst fl ashes of caneras.

LUTHOR
Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you
all for comng...

| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CORRI DCRS -- DAY

Luthor, with Harlin and Mercy in tow, wal k back into the
tower. Behind themin the background we can see the press
conference clearing up

LUTHOR
We shoul d have postponed that--
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HARLI N
We can't afford to postpone anything
right now - nonentumis everything
in this election.

LUTHOR
It's done now. Mercy, get the
chopper ready. | want to head out

there right now

VERCY
Yes, M Luthor.

As she heads off, Luthor turns back to Harlin.

LUTHOR
VWhat about the other matter?

Harlin offers a tight grin.

HARLI N
There are sonme interesting noises
com ng out of Kansas..

EXT. THE DAILY PLANET -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY

Clark is sat working at his desk. He |ooks up as the doors
open and Lois and Jimmy enter.

LA S
--Who he thinks he's kidding |
really have no idea - d ark!

Cl ark 1 ooks up.

CLARK
Somet hi ng wr ong?

LA S
Oh you bet there's sonething wong--

She stalks up to his desk, |ooking very annoyed.

LA S (CONT' D)
Where the hell were you this
afternoon, you m ssed the whole
press conference!

CLARK
well, I--

PERRY (O.S.)
He was out getting nme a front page!

A hand slaps Cark on the shoulder quite hard as PERRY
WHI TE, a big grin plastered all over his face, enters frane.
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PERRY ( CONT' D)
(beam ng)
Look at that - this evening's
edition.

He holds up a copy of the Planet - the headline reads:
"Faster than a speeding bullet!"

The picture shows Supernan at the freeway situation. Lois
grabs the paper and skins through it.

LA S
You got this?

CLARK
(shrugs)
| was in the area.

LA S
How- - ?

PERRY
Because he's a damm good reporter,
that's why!

He claps Cark hard on the shoul der again - Cark w nces
slightly.

PERRY ( CONT' D)
It's the job of a journalist to be
on hand when a story breaks - where
the hell were you, Lois?

LA S
| was covering the Luthor press
conference, like you told ne to...
PERRY

(dism sses with a

wave of the hand)
Det ai | s.

(to d ark)
Great work Kent - keep it up!

He wal ks of f | ooking happy. Lois sits down at her desk,
shoots Clark a | ook that suggests she doesn't believe it
for a mnute.

CLARK
What ?

LA S
If you were comng to the press
conference straight fromyour place,
how di d you manage to just happen
to '"be in the area’ on the freeway,
they're in opposite directions.

CLARK
(shrugs)
Just lucky | guess.
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LA S
In this business there's no such
thing as luck, dark - just skill.

CLARK
(grins)
Then in that case, if | were you
|"d watch out - sounds like I m ght
be about to take your title as the
top reporter here.

Lois gives hima | ook.

LA S
I n your dreanms, naybe.
(Il ong beat)
Anyway, about tonight--

CLARK
(on guard)
What about tonight?

LA S
Journal i sm awards, big party and
awar ds cerenony tonight - stop ne
when |' m cl ose.

CLARK
Ckay. . .

There's a nonent ... then Lois goes for it.

LA S
Wul d you go with ne?

Clark | ooks surprised ... then happy.

CLARK
Sure, of course | wll.
(beat)
What about the airforce guy--

LA S
That ... didn't work out.

CLARK
It never does with you, does it
Loi s?
She gives hima | ook. He holds up his hands.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
Okay, |'m backing off now.

But secretly he | ooks very pleased with this turn of events.
CUT TO
EXT. CADMUS LABS -- DAY

An establishing shot.
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TENG (prel ap)
LexSat-95 detected the crash in
the early hours of this norning..

| NT. CADMUS LABS -- DAY
DR TENG | eads Luthor into the main | ab.

TENG
At first they thought it was a
meterorite, but then we sent a
teamto pick it up and got a whol e
| ot nore than we bargained for.
(beat)
Here we are...

The probe is lying on a table in the centre of the |ab.
Lut hor stares at the thing in awe. He wal ks forward,
runni ng his hands over it.

LUTHOR
Anal ysi s?

TENG
We haven't really got started yet
but the alloys don't match
anyt hing on the periodic table.
(beat)
Can | assune this has sparked your
i nterest?

Luthor's eye is drawn to sonething on the side - the 'S
shi el d.

LUTHOR
That woul d be a safe assunpti on,
Dr Teng ... a very safe assunption

i ndeed. ..
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. METROPOLI S HI LTON -- N GHT

An establishing shot of the Hlton Hotel, bearing a sign
denoting the Journalism awards.

COMPERE ( prel ap)
And finally...

I NT. METROPOLIS HI LTON - AWARDS PRESENTATI ON -- N GHT

The audi ence is packed out. Cdark, Lois and Perry are sat
near the front. Cdark and Perry are both black tie; Lois
wears a black dress and | ooks stunning ... but right now
she | ooks terrified.

The COVPERE on the stage continues..
COMPERE

...the award for best story goes
to...
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He opens the envel ope, smles and reads:

COVPERE ( CONT' D)
' The Usual Suspects,' by Lois Lane
of the Daily Planet.

Rapt ur ous appl ause. Lois is overjoyed - she hugs Perry
and then Cark as she nakes her way up onto the stage to
collect the award. The audi ence gives her a standing
ovati on.

LA S

Www. Ch ny god, wow, it's ... |I'd
i ke to thank the judges for having
t he good sense to award this to ne--

(laughter)
l"d like to thank ny editor, Perry
White, for believing in ne enough
to hire ne - stand up and take a
bow, Perry!

Perry laughs - but he gets to his feet and takes a bow,
and gets appl ause for it.

LO S (CONT' D)
But nost of all 1'd like to thank
my partner, Cark Kent - he was
the one who told ne | was
approaching this article fromthe
wrong way, who nade ne start from
scratch, and was responsible for
making ne wite the best | can.
Clark ... | couldn't have done it
W t hout you.

Mor e appl ause and anot her standing ovation - O ark's huge
sml|e matches Lois's.

I NT. METROPOLIS HI LTON - BAR -- N GHT

The after-show party is in full-swing. W pan through the
guests to find Lois clutching her award and talking to
Perry.

PERRY
...fine work, Lois, fine work -
enjoy this tonight, you deserve
it.

LA S
(sml es)
Thanks chi ef.
(beat)
Sorry.

PERRY
(grins)
You can get away with it, this one
tinme.
(spotting soneone
&S))
Bob!
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He wal ks off to chat to soneone. Cark returns carrying
dri nks.

CLARK
Congr at ul ati ons.

LA S
Thanks.

They clink glasses and dri nk.

CLARK
And t hank you for what you said in
t he speech.

LA S
(shrugs)
Only saying what | felt.

CLARK
You're over-crediting ny
contribution--

LO S
No, Clark, |I'm not.

She | ooks himin the eye.

LO S (CONT' D)
If it hadn't been for you ... |
woul dn't have had a chance of
getting the article done..
(1 ndi cat es award)
O getting one of these, so..

She reaches up and kisses himon the cheek - O ark | ooks
startl ed.

LO S (CONT' D)
Thank you.

Clark struggles to regain his conposure.

CLARK
You ... you' re wel cone.

CUT TO
NEWS REPORT

Lex Luthor facing the canera, giving an ani mated speech.
We cone in mdway through..

LUTHOR
..because we are a great nation,
and we have the capacity to be the
driving force behind the entire
world I'F our | eaders have the vision
to live up that birthright...

We PULL BACK fromhis inmage and we are...
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| NT. CANTEEN -- NI GHT

The TV is nounted on a wall in a canteen. A group of
Scottish Sailors watch, half interested.

SAI LOR #1
(shakes head)

What does this bastard think he's
pl ayi ng at?

EXT. OL RIG-- N GHT

W are in the mddle of the ocean, rain is |ashing down
and the rig is being buffeted by a heavy storm

SUPER: North Sea, off the coast of Scotland
| NT. CANTEEN -- NI GHT
As before. The TV continues to play in the background.
BBC NEWSREADER (O. S.)
Lex Luthor is slowy w dening his
| ead on his opponent...

SAI LOR #2
Turn this crap off. This is al
we bl oody wel | - -

Before he can finish that statenment, an EXPLOSI ON ri ps
t hrough the room

EXT. OL RG-- N GHT
The whol e pl ace has gone up in flanes!

The canera turns a sharp 180 degrees before rushing forward,
across oceans and continents until we--

SMASH CUT TO
| NT. METROPCLIS H LTON - BAR -- N GHT
PUSH IN on Cark ... as a look of horror crosses his face.

CLARK
No. .

He turns and heads for the door - off-screen Lois grabs
his arm and pul | s hi m back.

LO S
Clark, what is it?

CLARK
| have to go.

LO S
&? o, where? dark..

But he's already sprinting for the door.
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CLARK
(cal l'i ng back)
"1l explain later.

Lois watches himvanish with deep confusion. She | ooks up
to see Perry join her.

PERRY
VWere's the fire?

LA S
Your guess is as good as m ne.

EXT. METROPOLIS -- N GHT

Superman rises up out of the city - he hovers for just a
second to get his bearings--

And then he's gone in a blue flash and the roar of a sonic
boom

EXT. OL RIG-- N GHT

The place is a scene of conplete devastation. Flanes cover
the whole rig.

A group of sailors are stuck on the platform- they | ook
down to see the survivors evacuating onto the boat.

SAI LOR #1
Hey! Hang on!

SAI LOR #2
Stop! Wat about us? What about - -

BANG Anot her explosion rips across the rig - the sailors
are thrown backwards- -

The platformgives out - they all scream as they drop--

And suddenly stop dead - to find Superman hol ding all four
of them above the water.

SAlI LOR #1
Sweet not her of Jesus!

SUPERMVAN
Hang on!

He flies them down to the deck of the boat, sets them down
gently.

EXT. DECK OF THE BOAT -- N GHT

Everyone | ooks up in surprise to see Superman in their
m dst .

SUPERNVAN
| s everyone alright?
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SAl LOR CAPTAI N
Everyone who's alive is out
everyone el se...

Anot her explosion rips across the rig - everyone except
Superman drops to the deck.

SUPERMVAN
Hol d on to sonet hi ng!

He | eaps over the side.

SAI LOR CAPTAI N
VWhat the--!

And at that nonent the boat suddenly shoots forward at
great speed--

Superman i s pushing the thing forward--

The boat eventually conmes to a stop - the sailors look to
see the rig only barely visible in the distance, a flam ng
speck.

Super man' s head appears over the side.

SUPERNMAN
You shoul d be safe here.

SAI LOR CAPTAI N
Where are you--!

VWHOOSH!  And he's gone agai n.
EXT. OL RG-- N GHT

Super man shoots towards the rig ... then around it. He
circles the rig at top speed, creating a cyclone effect--

And a nmonent later the fire CUTS DEAD
EXT. DECK OF THE BOAT -- N GHT

The sailors watch in amazenent. The captain shakes his
head.

SAl LOR CAPTAI N
Unbel i evabl e. .

Above themthey see Superman flying off - they all cheer
and wave.

Superman throws a salute before vanishing into the night.
CUT TO
EXT. METROPCLIS -- N GHT

Superman flies through the city.
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EXT. QUTSI DE APARTMENT BUI LDI NG -- N GHT

Superman cones to rest on the roof opposite an apartnent
bui | di ng.

X- RAY

I nside the apartnent we see Lois sat in front of the TV,
the award in her hand, |ooking dejected.

BACK TO SCENE

On Superman ... and he | ooks as though he feels terrible.
He turns and flies off into the night.

Dl SSOLVE TGO
EXT. METROPCLI S -- MORN NG
As the sun rises over the great city.
| NT. CLARK' S APARTMENT -- MORNI NG
Clark is getting ready for work, just in the process of

tying his tie. After a second the phone rings and he
answers.

CLARK
Hel | 0?
LANA (O.S.)
d ark.
Clark is surprised.
CLARK

Lana?
| NT. LANA' S HOUSE -- MORN NG

LANA LANG her face strangely cold, is watching a TV screen
just out of frame. W can't see what's on it, but she's
watching intently.

LANA
Turn on WEBS, now. You aren't
going to like it.

| NT. CLARK' S APARTMENT -- MORNI NG
Clark grabs his TV renpte, switches the channel on.
ANCHOR (O S.)
..and now back to Cat Grant in
Smallville for the |atest on the
Lut hor el ection canpaign. Cat.

Clark's eyes go w de:
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ON TV SCREEN

CAT GRANT (keep an eye on her, we'll be seeing nore of her
| ater) speaks into the canera. Fromthe background we can
tell she's in a perky small-town coffee shop.

CAT
Ted, I"'mhere at Metcalf's diner
in Smallville, Kansas where
presidential hopeful Lex Luthor
has thrown an inpronptu press
conf erence.

The screen shows Luthor, in shirt-sleeves and public
relations node, a genial smle on his face.

LUTHOR
That's right Cat. Now, ever since
| began this endeavour six nonths
ago, | knew it was going to be a
difficult road to travel. But
finally I have soneone beside ne
inthis fight and I amproud to
i ntroduce ny runni ng mate- -

BACK TO SCENE

Cl ark suddenly | ooks very apprehensive, the penny dropping.
ON TV SCREEN

Lut hor, like a magician..

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
The Senator from Kansas State, M
Pet er Ross!

On the TV we pull back to reveal the nman sat next to Luthor -
PETE RCSS, a man in his late twenties with an honest face
and a salt-of-the-earth charmaround him He smles for

t he camer as.

PETE
Thank you, M ster Luth--
(catches hinsel f)
Lex.

He grins and shakes his head.
PETE ( CONT' D)

Damm, that's going to take sone
getting used to.

CAT
Senat or Ross. ..
PETE
Pete. [It's just Pete.
LUTHOR

"I't's just Pete."
( MORE)
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LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| love that about this man! He
can say it and it just cones out
nat ural | y!

A | augh goes up fromthe crowd.
ON CLARK
H s face has fallen in an expression of utter disbelief.

LANA
(on phone)
Clark? Are you seeing this?

CLARK
Yeabh. Yeah | am

| NT. LANA' S HOUSE -- DAY
Lana watches the TV screen col dly.

LANA
| think nmaybe sonmeone ought to try
and tal k sonme sense into him
What do you think C ark?

| NT. CLARK' S APARTMENT -- DAY
Clark's face is set.

CLARK
"1l be right over.

He hangs the phone up and wal ks out of franme - seconds
| ater we hear a WHOOSH and the famliar roar of a sonic
boom

EXT. SMALLVILLE -- DAY
An establishing shot of the small town.
| NT. METCALF' S DI NER, SMALLVILLE -- DAY

The press conference is in full swing. Pete is speaking
for the caneras, Luthor hovering nearby, a confident smle
on his face.

PETE
| have to admt that when | was
asked | was initially reluctant,
but it soon becane clear that we
both want the sane thing - to steer
our country back onto the right
path, to once again becone a world
| eader.

Clark enters at the back of the diner and begi ns pushing
his way towards the front of the crowd.



24.

PETE ( CONT' D)
| guess you could say that Lex and
| represent both ends of the
spectrum both sides of our nation -
the country nouse ...and the city
nouse.

There is an appreciative laugh fromthe crowd. d ark has
made his way to the front as Cat turns to Luthor.

CAT
M Lut hor, your choice of Senator
Ross has raised a few eyebrows
al ready, particularly since the
Senat or has been so out spoken about
the continued presence of a LexCorp
plant right here in Smallville.
Way did you choose M Ross to stand
w th you?

LUTHOR
Well, I don't think it would have
been healthy if I'd chosen a running
mat e who just blindly agreed with

me on everything - it would have
been just like a repeat of ny first
marri age.

There is a laugh fromthe cromd. Pete coughs into his
hand to hide a | augh as Luthor gets back down to busi ness.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Seriously ...because Senator Ross
has al ways been unflinchingly honest
about his opinion on everything.
This is a rare thing, especially
in this day and age. 1'Il need
soneone as ny second in conmand
who can tell ne when |I'm going
wong, to offer the voice of reason
on everyt hing.

He gl ances around the crowd and suddenly notices Cark in
the front row H's eyes go wide and his face breaks into
a smile.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| don't believe it - nowthis IS a
reuni on! Cone on up here, C ark!

Everyone turns to look at Cark, who suddenly | ooks
enbarrassed. Luthor turns back to Cat.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
"' m sure you know Cl ark Kent of
the Daily Planet, right Cat?

CAT
(darkly)
Yes, we used to work together..
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LUTHOR
(snoot hl y)
O course you did. He and Senator
Ross used to go to Hi gh School
right here in Smallville - best
friends, isn't that right Pete?

PETE
Right. Come on up, d ark!

Wth sonme reluctance Clark conmes up to join Luthor and
Pet e, shaki ng hands with both of them before Luthor poses
them for a photo, hinself in the m ddle.

LUTHOR
Best friends for all these years -
in Metropolis such small-town val ues
may seem outdated, but this is the
heart of Anerica and the heart of
the nation | hope to serve one
day.

A phot ographer's canera FLASHES, capturing the nonent
forever.

FREEZE FRAME.
I NT. SAME -- LATER

The conference is clearing up. Luthor is stood off to one
side talking to Cat, who doesn't | ook too happy.

CAT
| thought we had an agreenent that
WGBS - that | had an excl usive on
this...

LUTHOR
(soot hi ng)
You do, don't worry about it - M
Kent was just here to see his old
friend, nothing for you to worry
about ...

The conversation drops off as we cross to the other side
of the diner where Cark and Pete are deep in conversation.

CLARK
| have to say this one canme out of
nowher e.
PETE
| know - crazy, hey?
CLARK
Yeah. Look...
PETE
| know, | know you're still upset

about what happened to Lana, and |
can't really blanme you for that..
( MORE)
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PETE ( CONT' D)
(beat)
...but dark, that was years ago
and Lex was hardly involved in
t hat .

Clark clearly doesn't believe a word of it but he noves
on.

CLARK
And | ook at you - potential vice
presi dent .

Clark grins. Pete grins too, but it's slightly nuted.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
Pet e?

PETE
Remenber this thing?

He points to the end of the counter, where an ebony carving
of an el ephant's head is positioned.

PETE ( CONT' D)
We used to cone in here when we
wer e ki ds.

CLARK
| renmenber, but--

PETE
We'd buy a soda, and then A d Man
Metcalf would Iet us rub the
el ephant’' s head and nake a w sh.
You never bothered, but | always
did. Then, over the years, when
the w shes never cane true,
stopped. | guess you could say I
stopped believing, stopped waiting
for sonething to happen because |
knew it never woul d.

He gives Clark a hard | ook.

PETE ( CONT' D)
|"'mfed up of being on the |osing
side, Clark. Wth Lex I've finally
got a chance to do sone good.
(beat)
| know you don't |ike him...but
can you at |east be happy for ne?

There's a long nonent - then Cark smles and shakes Pete's
hand.

CLARK
Congratul ati ons, Pete - good | uck.
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PETE
Thank you Clark - it neans a | ot
com ng fromyou
(beat)
Look, I know I haven't been straight

wi th you about things, so how s
about a chance for ne to nake it

up to you? How does two free passes
for the reception in Metropolis
sound? As ny guests, not as nenbers
of the press. How about that?

Cl ark happens to gl ance across the diner and catch Luthor's
eye - a dark | ook passes between them

PETE ( CONT' D)
d ark?

Clark snaps back to reality.

CLARK
Sure, that'd be great.

EXT. METCALF' S DI NER, SMALLVILLE -- DAY

Clark exits the diner and lets out a | ong sigh of
frustration.

CLARK
Oh boy...

LANA (O S.)
Don't you just want to scream at
times |ike these?

Clark turns in surprise to see Lana stood with her back
agai nst the wall watching him

CLARK
Lana, hey.

LANA
Saw you inside - didn't want to
i nterrupt.

(frustrated)
| can't believe Pete's siding with
Lex Luthor ...what's he doing this
for, O ark?

Clark folds her into a | ong hug.

CLARK
| don't know ...I honestly don't
know...

LANA
You know anywhere we can get
breakfast? | really don't want to
have to go back into Metcal f's.

Clark grins.
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CLARK
| think I know just the place.

EXT. KENT FARM -- DAY

An establishing shot of the Kent Farm surrounded by endl ess
fields of wheat.

JONATHAN ( prel ap)
Now this is a kick in the pants
and no m st ake...

| NT. KENT FARM -- DAY

JONATHAN KENT shovel s |iberal anmounts of sugar into his
coffee mug, looking irritated. He, Cark and Lana are sat
at the table, breakfast |laid out before them

Cl ark eyes the sugar with a pai ned | ook.

CLARK
Uh, dad...

JONATHAN
(taking no notice)
Al these years | thought Pete had
nore sense than that...

He dunps a final spoonful into his coffee, takes a swig
and nearly chokes. He forces hinself to swallow - Lana
struggles to hide a | augh.

MARTHA (Q. S.)
Don't do that, Jonathan, you'l
gi ve yourself an ul cer.

MARTHA KENT cones | NTO FRAME carrying a huge stack of
pancakes on a plate. She sets it down in the m ddle of
the table before sitting down to join them

CLARK
This is great, Mom- you really
outdid yourself.

MARTHA
Like "'mgoing to mss the chance
to feed ny only son.

They all get down to eating the breakfast.

LANA
When do you have to get back, C ark?
CLARK
Pretty soon - if | take any | onger
people'll start wondering where |
am..
JONATHAN

And the last thing we need is people
aski ng awkward questions, especially
at atinme like this.
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CLARK
Got that right.

A nonent of frustrated sil ence.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
| still can't believe Pete's going
through with this.

JONATHAN
He al ways had anbition, that boy.

MARTHA
Ambi tion, yes, but honesty and
integrity too. That's why | was
so thrilled he went into politics -
he's just the sort of person this
country needs. But to ally hinself
wi th Lex Luthor...

Lana speaks up very quietly.

They al |

LANA
Lex Luthor can be very persuasive
when he wants to be.

CLARK

And he can offer Pete a chance to
W n.

(beat)
| don't know if |I'm happy about
this or not. | mean, with Pete's
hel p, Luthor has a very good chance
of W nni ng- -

JONATHAN
Putting Lex Luthor in the Wite
House.

CLARK

Which is a bad thing, but ...it
al so puts Pete in there as well,
who is a good man. Maybe he can
act as a noderating influence.

MARTHA
A Trojan horse?

CLARK
(shrugs)
Maybe.

LANA
| don't think so.

ook at her.

LANA ( CONT' D)
Pete m ght be using Luthor to get
himself into a position of power -
but I don't think there's any doubt
( MORE)
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LANA ( CONT' D)

that Luthor is using Pete. And

that's never a good thing.
This is a sobering thought all around.
EXT. LEXCORP TONER -- DAY
Three LexCorp helicopters |and on the roof.
| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CORRI DCRS -- DAY

Lut hor, Harlin and a group of corporate |ackeys nake their
way down the corridor at a brisk clip.

LUTHOR
So what's on the schedul e for
t oni ght ?

HARLI N

You got a dinner with Mayor Reynol ds
and Governor Donner at eight, then
an appearance at Metropolis U, for
whi ch you' Il have to make a speech...

LUTHOR
Anot her one?

HARLI N
Student vote, very inportant.

They round a corner and enter--
I NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

They enter and suddenly stop dead as Luthor catches sight
of sonet hing of f-screen

LUTHOR
(grim to Harlin)
You' re not w ong.

Luthor's chair has it's back to us. A pair of feet in
hi gh heel s can be seen propped on the w ndow | edge.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Gentlenmen, if you'll excuse us?

Harlin and the | ackeys file out as Luthor shrugs his coat
of f.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Now this is a surprise.

ALEXIS (O.S.)
Daddy, pl ease...

The chair turns and we see the young woman within - ALEXI S
LUTHOR (22).
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ALEXI' S ( CONT' D)
Don't tell me I've managed to
surprise you for once?

Al exis is Luthor's daughter - blonde and very beautiful,
dressed in a sharp yet sexy suit, she has a seductive charm
about her and all her father's skills in getting around
peopl e.

Luthor rolls his eyes.

LUTHOR
Hardly. The letter I got fromthe
Oxford Dons after they'd kicked
you out was fairly...

ALEXI S
Rude? Unflattering?

LUTHOR
Accur at e.

He nakes his way across to the bar and m xes hinself a
drink.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
As for a surprise ...no, not really.
Not after you managed to get
yoursel f kicked out of Harvard,
Yal e, Notre Dane ...rem nd ne again
what did it for Oxford?

ALEXI S
The captain of the rowing teamin
t hat boat on Thanes.

LUTHOR
Ri ght ...

He downs his drink.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
When are you going to get your
life on track, Alexis? God knows
|"ve thrown enough noney at trying
to get you an educati on.

ALEXI S
Hi gher education has kind of |ost
it's appeal these days.

LUTHOR
Ah.
(beat)
VWell come on, out with it - we
both know damm well this isn't a
soci al call

ALEXI S
You're all heart.
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She swings her feet off the desk and stands up, wal king
over to him

ALEXI' S ( CONT' D)
|"ve got a proposition for you.

Lut hor gives her an inquiring | ook, then m xes anot her
dri nk.

LUTHOR
Thi s shoul d be good.

ALEXI S
In a few nonth's tinme, you' re going
to be President of the United
St at es.

LUTHOR
The race isn't over yet.

ALEXI S
(rolls her eyes)
Oh please. Like you' re not going

to n.

LUTHOR
(1 gnoring her)
Your proposal ?

ALEXI S
Wi |l st you're running the country
you'll be far too busy to rule

this little enpire of yours. You're
goi ng to need soneone in charge of
LexCorp that you can trust, sonmeone
to maintain it while you're sitting
inyour little white house in

Washi ngt on.
LUTHOR

Soneone |ike you, you nmean?
ALEXI S

Well, who el se would you give it

to? Your board of directors?
Lut hor gives her an 'oh please' | ook.

ALEXI' S ( CONT' D)
| thought not. This is a famly
busi ness, it should be kept in the
famly. And it'll be right here
waiting for you when your two terns
are up.

She nmoves right up close to him

ALEXI S ( CONT' D)
How about it then, daddy? You and
me - | think we'd nmake quite a
t eam
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Luthor smles slightly. He considers for a | ong nonent
before m xi ng another drink for Al exis.

LUTHOR
Maybe we woul d at that.

He hands her the drink.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Chi n chin.

They clink glasses - an alliance has been forged.
CUT TO
| NT. CADMUS LABS -- DAY

The probe sits alone in the silent lab. A nonment ... and
then the probe cones alive, the synbols |ighting up again.

And again we hear that strange signal..
EXT. SPACE

We pan through the stars, the signal now very |oud ..
until we spot sonething noving in the distance.

A shi p.

As we get closer, we see sonething very interesting on the
nose cone of the ship - a huge version of the famliar 'S
shi el d.

| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - BRI DGE

The signal is very loud, energing fromalien controls that
seemto be nmade entirely of crystals.

A hand reaches into frame, picks up one of the crystals -

we pull back to reveal Her-al (40s) a man with a battl e-

har dened | ook about him dressed in a black uniform conplete
with the 'S shield across the chest.

He stares at the crystal in wondernent.

HER- AL
Finally...

He gets up and practically runs off the bridge.

| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - CABIN

CLOSE on hands grinding a curved sword against a | unp of
rock. A man sits in the shadows - the red 'S shield across
his chest clearly visible.

The door opens - Her-al enters, bows |ow out of respect.

HER- AL
My Lord. ..
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The man in the shadows | ooks up, and for the first tine we
see him..

A strikingly handsonme man in his early thirties, strongly
nmuscl ed, a warrior, but with an unm stakably cruel streak
about him... TY-ZOR

TY-ZOR
VWhat is it, Her-al?

HER- AL
We have just received a signa
fromone of the probes.

TY-ZOR
And?

Her-al hands himthe crystal.

HER- AL
A positive result, My Lord.

Ty-Zor takes the crystal fromHer-al and holds it
amazed.

TY- ZOR
After all these years ... the son
of Jor-El, finally within our grasp.
He stands up sharply.
TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)
Set a course, Her-al. And tel
everyone to be ready. This is it.

HER- AL
Yes My Lord.

He bows and quickly exits. Ty-Zor pushes his sword back
into the scabbard.

CUT TO
EXT. THE DAILY PLANET -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. DAILY PLANET - CTY ROOM -- DAY
Clark is sat at his desk, sat in thought.
A paper lands on his desk, jarring himout of his thoughts.
PERRY (O.S.)

Congratul ations - you nade the

front page.
Perry is stood beside him | ooking annoyed. C ark picks
up the paper and visibly winces - the picture on the front

page shows hinself, Pete and Luthor at the diner press
conf erence.
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PERRY ( CONT' D)
Ni ce going, Kent - Ross is supposed
to be your best friend, how cone
he didn't give you a heads up?

CLARK

(snappy)
| don't know.

Perry can see he's touched a nerve - he wal ks off.
Clark stares at the picture in disgust for a few | ong

nmonment s before he beconmes aware of soneone wal ki ng over to
him - Lois.

LA S

How did you do that, Kent?
CLARK

Do what ?
LA S

Yesterday you were in Metropolis.

Last night you were in Metropolis.

This nmorning you're in Smallville

and this afternoon you're right

back here as if nothing s happened.
(beat)

Where the hell did you run off to

| ast night?

And Cark is caught off guard for just a second.
| NT. DAILY PLANET - PERRY'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Perry is sat behind his desk tal king on the tel ephone. A
copy of the Planet is sat in front of himon the desk.

PERRY
(i nto phone)
Yes, sir, | know that ... yeah, |

know, this caught all of us with
our pants down. ..

He picks up the paper and | ooks at the photo of C ark,
Pete and Luthor with a nournful expression.

PERRY ( CONT' D)

(i nto phone)
The bottomline is that | don't
know. Wen Lex Luthor first
announced he was going to run
never thought he'd nake it this
far. But now, with Ross to deliver
the Md-West. ..

He drops the paper down onto the desk in disgust. He takes
a deep breath before saying what's really on his m nd.
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PERRY ( CONT' D)
(i nto phone)
| think we have to face the distinct
possibility that Lex m ght actually
wi n this thing.

I NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY
Clark covers his gaff magnificently.
CLARK
| caught a late-night flight back
to Smallville - ny dad, he's having
trouble with his heart. ..

Loi s suddenly | ooks nortified.

LA S
Ch ny god - is he alright?
CLARK
Ch he's fine - Ma was pretty shaken
up.
LA S
Even so, that's a pretty inpressive
feat.
CLARK
(grins)
Think of all the frequent flier
mles I'll have notched up.

They both | augh.
CLARK ( CONT' D)
|"mgoing to get a coffee - you
want somet hi ng?

LA S
No, |'m good.

Clark gets up and nmakes a smart exit, a |ook of relief on
his face.

Lois watches himgo with a thoughtful expression. After a
nmonment she reaches into her pocket and pulls out a small
not ebook.
I nsi de one page is divided into two col ums.
The first one reads 'Cark'.
And the second one reads ' Superman’

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. METROPCLI S CONSERVATORY -- NI GHT

From t he night sky we PAN DOMNN to reveal the Metropolis
Conservatory - which is Iit up bright as the event begins.
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"Luthor for President' banners are everywhere.

A red carpet lined wwth press leads to the door. W can
see Jimmy anong the press crowd, snapping photos of the
arriving dignitaries.

We PAN ACROSS to reveal Cat Grant, talking into her canera.

CAT

(in md-flow
...that's right Frank, we're live
at the Metropolis Conservatory
where the Luthor Canpaign is about
to begin possibly it's biggest
night init's canpaign. M Luthor
and Senator Ross are expected to
gi ve their keynote speech tonight,
and here amd the bright |ights of
Metropolis, the city that is al nost
synonynous with Lex Luthor..

Across the scene Clark and Lois nmake their way up the red
carpet, unnoticed anong the politicians, celebrities and
Metropolis high society. Lois shakes her head.

LA S
Say what you |ike about Lex, he
certainly knows how to get hinself
noti ced.

CLARK
Don't rem nd ne.

Lois gives hima | ook.
LA S

| f you don't want to do this we
don't have to, we could get out of

her e- -
CLARK
(resol ute)
No - | promsed Pete |I'd cone and

show ny support, so that's what
" mgoing to do.

Behi nd the press barrier Jimmy is still snapping photos.
He | ooks up as Clark and Lois arrive.

JI MWY
Say cheese!

He snaps a photo.

JI MW (CONT' D)
Thank you very nuch.

LA S

(grins)
No probl em
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CLARK
You | ook Iike you're enjoying
yourself - the chance to photograph
Met ropol is high society.

JI MWY
(sneer)
Yeah, so high it stinks. | don't
even know what. ..

He suddenly trails off - he's spotted sonething OS. dark
and Lois | ook...

Al exis is making her way up the red carpet wearing a figure-
huggi ng bl ue dress. She works the press with an easy charm
Jimmy's jaw is on the fl oor.

JI MW (CONT' D)
VWho is that?

LA S
Eyes back in your head, kid - that's
Lex's daughter. Al exis.

And Jimy's in |ove already. He begi ns snappi ng photos
i ke a man possessed.

| NT. METROPCOLI' S CONSERVATORY -- N GHT

Inside the place is packed out. At the centre of it all -
Lex Luthor, working the crowd, in full on PR assault.

Lois and Clark are stood on a bal cony | ooki ng out across
the masses. Lois shakes her head and grins.

LA S
Life-styles of the rich and fanous,
huh? Wonder how many of these
poor schrucks Lex has paid off to
get their support.

CLARK
Al'l of them probably.
(beat)
SO - no regrets?

Loi s gives hima questioning |ook.
CLARK ( CONT' D)

| nmean, this was nearly your life.
Ever regret giving it up?

LA S
After what Lex tried to do to
Superman? Never in a mllion years.
More to the point, | don't think

Lex has ever forgiven either of us
for witing that piece that put
himon trial.
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ANGLE - LUTHOR

He | ooks up and sees Lois and O ark on the bal cony. The
barest dark | ook crosses his face before turning back to
hi s guests.

BACK TO SCENE
Clark and Lois, as before.

CLARK
So what do you think? Has he got
a chance of w nning?

LA S
|'"d love to be able to say no..

She | ooks out at where Luthor is still working the floor.

LO S (CONT' D)
But | can't.
(trying it on)
"President Luthor.' 'President
Lut hor'.

Clark's face contorts into a | ook of disgust and Lois grins.

LO S (CONT' D)
Yeah, that was pretty much ny
reaction too--

PETE (O.S.)
d ar k!

They both ook up - Pete is barrelling towards themw th a
huge grin on his face.

CLARK
Pet e!

PETE
(they shake hands)
d ad you could nmake it.

CLARK
This is quite the party.

PETE
| did think you m ght be inpressed.

ANGLE - THE PARTY

down on the floor, Alexis is doing the rounds, neeting,
greeting, charmng ... she's a bonbshell fromevery angle.

Sat at the bar, Jimy downs a gl ass of chanpagne in one go
bef ore grabbing his canera and making his way over to her.

JI MW
(uncertain)
M ss Lut hor?
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She turns, flashes a radiant smle - he goes bright red
and hol ds up his canera.

JI MW ( CONT' D)
How about a few shots for the Daily
Pl anet ?

ALEXI S
Sur e.

Jimry grins and begi ns snappi ng photos. He's enjoying
this far too nuch.

ANGLE - CLARK, PETE, LA S

as before. dark makes the introductions.

CLARK
This is...
LA S
Lois Lane ... although I think

we' ve net al ready, haven't we
Senat or Ross?

Pete | ooks at Lois as though seeing her for the first tine
and then it clicks.

PETE
You were the wonan with the..

LA S
At the party with the guy who |iked
the girl with the thing. Yeah,
that's ne.

Pete | aughs, |ooking heartily enbarrassed. d ark hasn't
got a clue what's going on

PETE
Now t here's one night I w sh we
could all just forget.

CLARK
| actually think it's sonething
you should tell me about--

PETE
No - | think that's sonething that
both of us will take to our graves,
right Mss Lane?

LA S
Your secret's safe with ne.
PETE
Good.
ANGLE - THE PARTY
Jimry is still snapping shots of Al exis when a hand cones

into frame, grabs his shoulder and pulls hi mback--
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PERRY
What in the nanme of God's holy
trousers are you playing at, O sen?
CGet back to work!

JI MW
(enmbarrassed)
Right ... sorry chief.

He vani shes into the crowd.

PERRY
(yelling after him
And don't call ne chief!

He turns back to find that Al exis has been joined by her
f at her.

LUTHOR
Perry.

PERRY

(t hey shake)
Lex.

LUTHOR
d ad you could nmake it...

ANGLE - CLARK, PETE, LAS
Pete's in the mddle of telling a joke..
PETE
...and all | can think of to say
is '"is that a water nelon?

Lois bursts out laughing - Cark |ooks slightly put out.

CLARK
Thanks for rem ndi ng nme about that
one.

LA S

You and C ark seemto have got up
to a lot back in the day...

PETE
Don't even get ne started on what
happened on Prom ni ght.

CLARK
(danger ous)
Pete, two words - Tequila Sunrise.

Pet e | aughs, going bright red.

PETE
For the sake of ny dignity and in
the interests of good taste, |I'm
going to shut up now. In fact...

( MORE)
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PETE ( CONT' D)
(calling over his
shoul der)
Hey - we're over here!

A wonman in a red dress detaches herself fromthe crowd.

Clark's eyes go wide. It's Lana.
CLARK
Lana?
LANA
Surprise?
CLARK

Good surpri se!

He folds her into a |long hug. Lois suddenly |ooks put
out .

Clark and Lana finally break apart - Cark's grinning from
ear to ear.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
| had no idea you were com ng.

LANA
Pete invited ne.

PETE
| could hardly turn up to this
thing all by ny | onesone - got to
gi ve the gossip rags sonething to
tal k about .

LA S
(darkly)
| hope you're not tal king about
the Daily Pl anet.

PETE
Don't worry, I'mnot that brave.
O that stupid.

LA S
Not going to introduce ne, Cark?

The situation has turned slightly frosty. d ark | ooks
awkwar d.

CLARK
Lois Lane, this is Lana Lang ..
an old friend.

Lana smles and offers a hand.

LANA
It's a pleasure to finally neet
you - Clark's told nme so nmuch about
you?
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Loi s shakes Lana's hand and shoots a threatening | ook at
Clark at the same tine.

LA S
Oh he has, has he? Kent, just
what have you been--

LUTHOR (O S.)
Pet e!

They all turns to see Luthor energing out of the crowd
wWth Alexis in tow. He spots Pete's conpany and a smle
spreads over his face.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Now isn't this a reunion? Hello
Lois, d ark.

LA S
(stiffly)
Lex.

Clark pointedly doesn't say anything as Luthor Kkisses Lois'
hand.

LO S (CONT' D)
G eat party. Mist have cost soneone
an armand a | eg.

LUTHOR
(chuckl es)

| nsi nuati ng again, Lois?

LA S
My j ob.

LUTHOR
O course. Well, | think we al
know each other - Alexis, | think
you' ve nmet Lois Lane and d ark
Kent ?

ALEXI S

Once or tw ce...

Lut hor's eye catches Lana and he recogni ses her. Things
get noticeably dicier.

LUTHOR
Lana.
LANA
Lex.
It's suddenly gone awkward as hell ... Harlin arrives at

precisely the right nonent.

HARLI N
Excuse ne, M Luthor, Senator Ross?

LUTHOR
Yes?
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HARLI N
They're ready for you now.

Pete drains the last of his drink in one go.

PETE
Duty calls.
LUTHOR
(to crowd)

It was great seeing you all again -
have a great night.

As Luthor and Pete depart, Lana practically runs out of
frame. Cark follows her, leaving Lois and Al exi s behi nd.

LA S
Nice to see you back in town,
Al exis. The society colum hasn't
been the sanme since you left.

ALEXI S
"1l take that as a conplinent.

Her tone gives nothing away. Lois goes back to fishing.

LA S
| heard about what happened in
Oxf ord.

ALEXI S
You shouldn't believe the British
press - it's enough to nmake your

crowd | ook accurat e.

Lois laughs politely, but there is a definite frosty vibe
in the air.

ANGLE - CLARK AND LANA

Clark joins Lana by the railing | ooking down over the party
bel ow.

CLARK
Are you alright?
LANA
| think so, | just had to..

(beat)
| thought | could handle it. But
seei ng himagain, after what
happened. ..

Clark puts a supportive arm around her shoul ders.

CLARK
| know.
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ANGLE - LO S AND ALEXI S

as before. The two of them make their way down onto the
main floor - Clark and Lana can be seen in the background
foll ow ng t hem down.

LA S
So, how |l ong are you staying for
this time? Just |ong enough to
get anot her bl ank cheque from daddy
bef ore vani shi ng agai n?

ALEXI S
| don't know ... | think I m ght
stick around this tinme. Looks
i ke dad's going places at | ast.

LA S
When has Lex ever not been going
pl aces?

Al exi s gives her a | ook.

ALEXI S
When he was with you.

One hell of a | ook passes between Lois and Al exis, but at
that nonment Harlin takes to the stage.

HARLI N
Ladi es and gentlenen, may | have
your attention please?

Everyone's attention turns to the stage as Harlin smles
for the crowd.

HARLI N ( CONT' D)
It's my great pleasure to present
to you the nen of the nonent
Senat or Pete Ross, and the next
President of the United States, M
Lex Lut hor!

Huge appl ause fromthe crowd as Luthor and Pete take to
the stage. They both smle into the crowd.

LUTHOR
What do you think, Pete? Think
we're going to win?

PETE
(grinning wldly)
| think there's an outside chance.

LUTHOR
(smling)

An outside chance. O course |I'm
going to be the next President of
the United States - when was the
| ast tinme Lex Luthor got involved
in a project and didn't see it
t hrough to success!
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Much | aughter fromthe crowd again.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Seriously, though ... ny famly
hi story has been tied to the history
of our bel oved Metropolis for
generations. Like ny father before
me, | have worked tirel essly,
selflessly, to make this city a
shi ni ng synbol of what humanity at
it's best can bring forth.

(beat)

And | ook around! W did it!

Huge appl ause and sone cheering fromthe cromd - Pete is
appl audi ng as |oudly as anyone el se.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| had ny doubts. But | realised |
had to try. And wth God's help,
| succeeded!

As the speech continues, O ark's head suddenly shoots up
and we HEAR what he hears ... the pounding and thuddi ng of
a human heart beat goi ng over-speed..

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
And | realised that Metropolis is
not just a city ... it is a vision!

Clark | ooks around urgently - sonmething' s about to happen.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
A vision that nust be shared with
t he whol e country.

Lana sees O ark | ooking around.

LANA
C ark, what's happening?

CLARK
Sonet hi ng's wrong?

LUTHOR
(conti nui ng unawar es)
And so in service to that vision
stand before you now. ..

And then Clark sees it - a wonman's head pushing it's way
towards the front of the crowd.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Not as a candi date of the
Republ i cans or the Denocrats or
t he Conservatives or the
| ndependents - for their world
view is too narrow and out noded- -

WOMAN (O, S.)

(yel 1'i ng)
LUTHOR
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Lut hor stops in md flowto see an irate | ooki ng WOVAN
(30s) in a long overcoat force her way to the front of the
t hr ong.

Lut hor covers his surprise with a quick smle.

LUTHOR
Can | help you?

WOVAN
You can di e!

She rips open her coat - revealing a huge suicide bonb
strapped around her m d-section--!

Everyone SCREAMS- -!

And then, abruptly, TIME STOPS.

O at least it

everyone is st
S

... Cark is
that Cark is

ppears to - we immediately realise that
| nmoving but at a ridiculously slow pace
I

nmovi ng at normal pace, and we realise

a
I
il

n fact noving at super-speed.

i
t
i

He charges forward, discarding his clothes as he goes - to
reveal the famliar blue-and-red uniform..

He reaches the woman, grabs her arm-
And at that nonment Tl ME SPEEDS BACK UP!

Peopl e scream as Superman grabs the woman by the wai st and
rockets STRAI GHT UPWARDS t hrough the roof - -

EXT. SKIES ABOVE METROPOLIS -- N GHT
Super man and t he wonman rocket straight upwards--

Superman rips the bonb jacket fromaround her waist with
one hand and hurls it straight upwards -- it expl odes
harm essly 10,000 feet above the city.

SUPERNVAN
Are you alright?

WOVAN
What did you do that for?

SUPERMVAN
What ever Lex Luthor has done to
you, it's not worth dying over.

WOVAN
You don't understand...

She's broken down - tears fall down her face.
WOVAN ( CONT' D)

| f you can't stop Lex Luthor
t hen who can?
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And just for a nonment the | ook of doubt returns to
Superman' s face.

| NT. LUTHOR S LIMO -- NI GHT
TIGHT on a TV set - Cat G ant at WEBS.

CAT

(on screen)
...at the last mnute by the arrival
of Superman, who was able to renobve
the threat without any | oss of
life. In a direct contrast to
what our woul d-be suici de bonber
woul d have |iked, the attenpt on
his life has given M Luthor a
seven point rise in opinion polls,
wi dening his | ead on Republican
candi dat e- -

The TV flickers off.

LUTHOR
Fasci nating. ..

Luthor, Alexis and Harlin are crammed into the back of the
limp. Luthor and Al exis have identical triunphant grins
on their faces.

ALEXI S
Al nost as if soneone had pl anned
it this way, wouldn't you agree

daddy?
LUTHOR
(sml es)
Al nost .
HARLI N
One thing I still don't know, sir.

How coul d you have guaranteed that
Superman woul d appear in tinme to
stop her?

LUTHOR
| couldn't.

He | eans back in his seat, contented smle on his face.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| had Mercy and Hope on standby in
case he didn't show. But one thing
|'ve | earned about Superman is
t hat wherever you find Lois Lane,
Superman i s never that far behind.

EXT. METROPOLI S STREETS -- N GHT
A cab drives through the streets.

CLARK (prel ap)
| think this is ne...
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| NT. BACK OF CAB -- NI GHT

Clark and Lois are sat in the back.

LA S
So ... you and Lana seem pretty
cl ose.
CLARK
Yeah, yeah we are.
(of f | oo0k)
What ?
LA S

(grins m schievously)
Never said a word

CLARK
You didn't have to.
(beat)
Lana and | are good friends.

LA S
(fishing)
Just good friends?

CLARK
Just good friends.

Lois smles slightly as the cab pulls to a stop. Cdark
pays the cabbie and gets out.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
See you at work tonorrow?

LA S
You w ll. Goodnight d ark.

CLARK
Goodni ght Loi s.

The door closes and he enters his building. Lois watches
hi m go before pulling out her notebook and scri bbling
sonething into her 'Superman' col um.

EXT. LEXCORP TOAER -- NI GHT
Just to establish.

LUTHOR (prel ap)
The inmportant thing nowis not to
| ose nonentum ..

| NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT
Lut hor and Alexis sweep into the office.
LUTHOR

We've got their attention, now we
have to--
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They both stop dead - a figure in a red cape is stood
| ooki ng out over the city with his back to them

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
VWhat the hell--?

TY- ZOR
You have sonet hing that belongs to
me, Lex Luthor. ..

The man turns and we see Ty-Zor in full battle arnour,
conplete with red cape and red 'S shield covering his
chest, a sword at his hinp.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
And | want it back.

LUTHOR

(yel 1'i ng)
SECURI TY!

A conceal ed door bursts open and several dozen heavily
armed marines burst in - they open fire--

Ty-Zor's eyes flash red - the bullets disintegrate in front
of him-

He flashes forward, cutting the security guards down in
seconds- -

And Lut hor finds hinself slanmed up against the wall with
Ty-Zor's hand around his throat.

TY-ZCOR
Curious ... ever since we arrived
| could feel sonething different.

ALEXI S
Let hi m go!

She grabs Ty-Zor's arm - he |ashes out and sends her flying
backwards with no apparent effort. Ty-Zor gets right into
Lut hor's face.

TY-ZOR
You have sonething that belongs to
us - a probe that crashed on this
planet. | want it back.

He steps back and Luthor drops to the ground, gasping for
air.

TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)
And | want to know everything you
can tell me about the man you refer
to as...
(with distaste)
Super man.
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I NT. CLARK'S APARTMENT -- N GHT

A knock on the door - he opens it to reveal Lana stood
out si de.

LANA
Want sonme conpany?

CLARK
Al ways.

I NT. SAME -- LATER

Clark pours two coffees, wal ks over to where Lana is stood
| ooking out at the city.

CLARK
Her e.

LANA
Thanks.

They sip their coffee in silence for a few seconds.

CLARK
It was hard for you tonight, wasn't
it?
There's a long silence ... then Lana nods quietly.
LANA
| thought | could handle it. But
then I saw himagain, and ... and
all the feelings cane back.
(beat)
Clark, |I feel terrible for saying
this, but ... there's a part of ne
wi shes Luthor had died in that
expl osi on.

There is a shared dark | ook between the two of them
| NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT
Ty-Zor watches Luthor's wall of nonitors, all of which

show various i mages of Superman in action. He |ooks
di sgust ed.

LUTHOR
(cautious)
So Superman is ... one of yours?
TY-ZOR
He is a Kryptonian, yes.

(beat)
But he is not one of us. He could
never possibly be one of us.

Lut hor can't hel p but ask..

LUTHOR
And who are you?



52.
Ty-Zor turns to face him

TY- ZOR
My nanme is Ty-Zor. Warrior of the
Pl anet Krypton.

LUTHOR
| had been given to understand
t hat Superman was the last of his
peopl e.

Ty-Zor lets out an ironic |augh.

TY-ZOR
|'"'m sure that's what he woul d want
you to believe. The truth, however,
is very different...

DI SSCLVE TQO

EXTREME CLCSE on the face of a young baby, sitting up,
| ooki ng straight at us.

After a nonment a hand cones into the frame to touch the
baby's face ...a hand wearing a ring adorned with the
famliar 'S insignia.

JOR-EL (O S.)
Goodbye, ny son

We PULL BACK fromthe baby's face and we are...
I NT. JOR-EL'S LAB ( KRYPTON) -- DAY

JOR-EL and LARA, standing over the small pod containing
their son, tears in their eyes. Jor-El rests a finger on
his son's cheek one final tinme and he steps back to all ow
the small capsule to cl ose.

He takes Lara into his arnms as the ship rises, turns and
takes flight out through the open w ndow.

EXT. SPACE ABOVE KRYPTON

The small|l pod escapes fromthe atnosphere of Krypton and
sets off on its journey.

INT. JOR-EL'S LAB (KRYPTQON) -- DAY
Jor-El and Lara watch until the pod is right out of sight.

JOR- EL
For gi ve ne.

LARA
You have given himall that a father
can - a chance at life?

JOR- EL
But will that be enough?
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LARA
W will never know.

The two of them enbrace ...and at that nmonment a VI OLENT
QUAKE rocks the I ab. Equi pnment smashes. Jor-El hol ds
Lara tight, supporting her.

EXT. KANDOR CITY, KRYPTON -- DAY

VARI QUS shots fromaround the city, all show ng the
i nevi tabl e destruction...

Quakes rock the buil di ngs--
Huge cracks split open in the ground--
Pools of vivid green liquid pour fromthe cracks--

The air is thick with SCREAMS ...but one sound punctures
through all this--

The WHI NE OF THE ENG NE OF A SHI P.
INT. JOR-EL'S LAB (KRYPTQN) -- DAY

The sound can be heard in the lab. They both rush to the
W ndow.

LARA
What ' s happeni ng?

JOR- EL
" mnot sure...

They | ook out of the wi ndow ...and then they see it. Across
the city a series of shuttles are being powered up. A
| ook of wild hope crosses Lara's face.

LARA
They' re evacuating ...t he counci
must have ordered an evacuati on!

JOR- EL
No ...no, | think sonmething far
wor se i s happeni ng here.

She | ooks at Jor-El, confused ...and then at that noment
the door to the lab is thrown open.

Six Kryptonian soldiers in full battle-dress march in,
| ooki ng nmenacing. In the lead is a man we recogni se as a
YOUNGER Her - al .

JOR- EL ( CONT' D)
What is the meaning of this?

YOUNG HER- AL
Jor-El, your presence is required
at once.

JOR- EL
Requi red by whont?
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YOUNG HER- AL
Kat a- Zor .

Jor-El and Lara exchange worried |looks - this is not good
news.

EXT. LANDI NG PLATFORM KRYPTON -- DAY

Her-al |eads Jor-El and Lara up the steps of the |anding

pl atform where a gigantic ship is being readied for |aunch.
Jor-El 1 ooks sadly around - all around them we see signs

of the approachi ng doom of Krypton

They reach the landing platform By the gangpl ank of the
ship we see a HUGE MAN in full battle-dress barking orders.

HUGE MAN
Quickly now, if you val ue your
l'ives!

YOUNG HER- AL
My Lord Ceneral.

The man turns to face Her-al and Jor-El and his face curls
into a cruel sneer. He is huge and muscular, a fighter
all his life wth an unm stakably cruel air: KATA-ZOR

KATA- ZOR
Jor-El, good, now everything is in
pl ace.
JOR- EL
We are evacuati ng?
KATA- ZOR
We are.
JOR- EL

But the council ..

KATA- ZOR
(angry)
The council are a group of weak,
frightened old nen without the
will to do what needs to be done.

A beat - he conposes hinself.

KATA- ZOR ( CONT' D)
We shoul d have |istened to you
when we had the chance, Jor-El -
now we are heedi ng your warning.

JOR- EL
You are taking this action w thout
t he approval of the council ?

Kat a- Zor sm | es agai n.
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KATA- ZOR
At this point the council is
irrelevant. It is the time for
the men of vision, like you and |
to take the lead, Jor-El. Al we

require fromyou is a destination

JOR- EL
A destination?

Kat a- Zor steps forward, |owers his voice so only Jor-E
can hear.

KATA- ZOR
There's no need to nince words
here, Jor-El, not now - | know

you' ve sent your son away to a

pl ace of safety, and in doing that
you have guaranteed a future for

t he people of Krypton. Gve ne
that destination and we will save
as many as we can before the end,
take themto this place of safety
and establish a new order...

JOR- EL
Wth yourself at the head?

Kat a- Zor | ooks fazed. He quickly covers it.

KATA- ZOR
Jor-El, be reasonable. Look around
you - this is not the tine for
this conversation--

JOR- EL
No, | think this is exactly the
time for this conversation

KATA- ZOR
We have a chance for our people to
survive...

JOR- EL

For our people to survive, yes,
but not our way of life. That

will all change with you as our
| eader.

Kat a- Zor bristles, as Jor-El gets right in his face.

JOR- EL ( CONT' D)
| know what you are, Kata-Zor - a
warrior with no battles to fight.
Your plans for conquering new worl ds
were shattered by the counci
keepi ng you on a short |eash, as
they were right to do! | wll not
all ow you to turn our people into
a race of conquerors, General.

Kat a- Zor steps back.
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KATA- ZOR
You will not help nme?

JOR- EL
Never .

KATA- ZOR

| was afraid you'd say that.

And with no warning he draws a dagger AND HURLS IT AT LARA!
It enbeds itself in her throat.

JOR- EL
Lar a!

He rushes to her side as her life's blood pours fromthe
wound in her throat. Behind themthere is a nassive
explosion - one of the crystalline buildings has expl oded.

JOR- EL ( CONT' D)
Lar a...

She struggles to formwords, but she cannot and a nonent
| ater she slunps to the ground, dead.

JOR-EL ( CONT' D)
No...

Hi s expression of sadness turns into one of pure rage.

JOR-EL ( CONT' D)
No!

He | eaps to his feet, snatches a sword froma stunned

sol dier and rushes Kata-Zor. Caught off-guard, the Ceneral
takes a hit full across the chest ...his arnour deflects
the blow, turning it aside...

He spins, knocks the sword fromJor-El's hands and punches
himhard in the face. He grabs the scientist around the
throat wth his huge gauntl ets and SQUEEZES...

KATA- ZOR
| didn't want it to be this way
bet ween us, Jor-El ...1 hoped we

could be partners, joint voices in
the new order ...but now you have
condemed yoursel f.

Jor-El goes linp ... dead. Kata-Zor lets go and Jor-E
slunps to the ground.

And he turns and strides up the gangplank. H's nen carry
Jor-El"s unconscious formbehind him The gangpl ank
retracts and the ship | aunches, |eaving Lara's bl oodi ed
body behi nd.

EXT. SPACE ABOVE KRYPTON

Kat a- Zor's shuttle clears the atnosphere of the planet.
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As we pull back we see another shuttle, then a third, then
a fourth, then nore and nore ...thousands of small shuttles
escapi ng Krypton, until eventually they seemto fill the
whol e screen...

TY-ZOR (prel ap)
It should have ended that day...

And we- -

SMASH CUT TO
| NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT
As before.

TY-ZOR
But we could not get what we needed.

He turns and | ooks out of the w ndow, across the city.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)

Now we are a dying people, the few
of us who are left condemed to
wander between the stars for what
time is left to us.

(beat)
All these years, our only hope has
been that one day we may |l earn the
| ocation of the world to which Jor-
El sent his son ... a world that
woul d provide us with sanctuary.

Lut hor and Al exi s exchange | ooks - he's seen an opportunity.

LUTHOR
Sanct uary?

Ty-Zor turns to face him

TY- ZOR
Sanct uary.

LUTHOR
Maybe | can help with that.

Ty- Zor 1 ooks suspi ci ous.

TY-ZOR
What do you nean?

LUTHOR
We are experiencing some changes
in our political situation here..

TY-ZOR
Your affairs are of no interest to
me, Lex Luthor--

LUTHOR
Then nmaybe you ought to start taking
an interest.
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This gets Ty-Zor's attention.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)

In just a few weeks, | amgoing to
be el ected President of the United
States ... the nost powerful man
in the world.
(beat)
| think we could help each other.
TY- ZOR
Expl ai n.
LUTHOR

You have the ability to do ne a
great service, and in return
will do one for you.

He steps forward towards Ty- Zor,

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
El i m nate Superman for ne, Ty-Zor
of Krypton ... and in return
w Il give sanctuary to your people
here on Earth.
(beat)
Do we have a bargain?

He hol ds out his hand. Ty-Zor considers for a nonent,
t hen nods.

TY-ZOR
A bargai n.

They clasp arns. An alliance has been forned.

Dl SSOLVE TO
EXT. METROPCLI S -- MORN NG
The sun rises over the city.
W PAN WTH two figures, flying high above the city ... as

we close in we recognise themas Ty-Zor and Her-al
I NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- MORNI NG

Luthor is stood in front of his nonitors - all of which
show Ty-Zor and Her-al from various angles.

The door opens and Al exis enters.

ALEXI S
Dad?

He holds up a hand for silence. She crosses to his side
and stands watching with him

EXT. METROPCLI S -- MORNI NG

Ty-Zor and Her-al sweep |low across the bay ... one | ook at
their faces shows the pure exhilaration they are feeling.
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| NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- MORN NG
Lut hor and Al exis conti nue to watch.

LUTHOR
They seemto be enjoying thensel ves.

ALEXI S
Are you sure this is a good idea?

Lut hor turns to regard his daughter.

LUTHOR
| f they can elim nate Supernan,
t hen absol utely.

ALEXI S
And | ater? Wen we have a whol e
fleet of themarriving on Earth?
(beat)
| hope you know what you're doing,
daddy.

She turns and wal ks out. Lut hor turns back to his nonitors.

LUTHOR
So do |I.

EXT. METROPCLI S -- MORNI NG

Ty-Zor and Her-al swoop through the city, eventually com ng
in to land on the roof of the LexCorp Tower.

HER- AL
Magni ficent. ..

TY- ZOR
The light of the yellow sun. | can
see why Jor-El chose this world.

HER- AL
It's too bright. 1It's nothing
i ke hone.

TY- ZOR
Qur hone is dead. This is our
hone now.

He | ooks out across the city.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Look at it, Her-al. After all
t hese years of |ooking, we've
finally found it. The sanctuary.

He gives Her-al a triunphant | ook.
TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)

W didit, old friend. W nmde it
at | ast.
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HER- AL
And what about hinf? What about
Kal - El ?

A nmonment of silence before Ty-Zor answers.

TY- ZOR
| will deal with himnyself.

| NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY

Jimry is sat at his desk, his canera plugged into the
conputer. He's staring at the screen, enraptured - al
the images are of Al exis Luthor.

Loi s wal ks past, catches sight and doubl es back.

LA S
Ji mmy?

He doesn't answer - he's got other things on his m nd.
Clark |1 ooks up fromhis desk - Lois signals himand he
cones over

The two of them stand behind himfor a nonment until Lois
can't bear it any longer. She |leans down, her |ips close
to his ear--

LO S (CONT' D)
She's out of your |eague, kid.

Jimry junps violently, | ooks up to see Cark and Lois,
heartily enbarrassed.

JI MW
VWhat? No, | -- that is, it's not
what you think, it's just--

Clark is trying very hard not to laugh. Lois claps Ji my
on the shoul der.

LA S
Don't worry Jimmy - your secret's
safe with us.

The two of themwal k off - Jimy |ooks nortified. He
switches the screen off and tries to act inconspicuous.

Clark sits back down at his desk - Lois parks herself on
t he edge and gives hima searching | ook.

CLARK
What ?
LA S
Just wondering ... you pulled

anot her one of your trademark
di sappearing acts. Just before
Super man turned up.
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It takes just a second for Clark to get his poker face in
pl ace, but Lois is acting nonchalant - she picks up the
paper and begins to flip through it.

LO S (CONT' D)
It's funny, really.

CLARK
What is?
LA S
Vel |, whenever Superman turns up

... | mean I've seen him he's
saved ny life a couple of tines.
|"ve seen himw th Jimy, with
Lex, with other people...

She | owers the paper and | ooks himin the eye.

LO S (CONT' D)
But |I've never seen himwth you.

She cl oses the paper and drops it back to the desk.

LO S (CONT' D)
Funny that.

She turns and wal ks away, | ooking very nonchalant. dark
wat ches her go with a | ook that suggests he doesn't believe
a word of it.

CLARK (prel ap)
She knows.

CUT TO
EXT. KENT FARM -- DAY

Cl ark, Jonathan and Martha wal k up the path towards the
pat h.

CLARK
|"'msure of it. She knows.
MARTHA
How can she know?
CLARK
Lois isn't stupid, nmom | suppose

it was only a matter of tine.

JONATHAN
O you could just be over-reacting,
whi ch, lets be honest, is probably
the nore likely option.

CLARK
| really don't know.

Jonat han and Mart ha exchange worried | ooks as they enter
the farm



62.
| NT. KENT FARM -- DAY
Scene continues as the three of them enter the house.

JONATHAN
I n hindsight, | suppose ... well,
maybe it wasn't such a good idea
to surround yourself with
journalists.

MARTHA
Particularly journalists as good
as Lois Lane.

CLARK
Yeah, well, it really wasn't an
option. | needed to be in a

position where | could hear about
probl ens as they happened, and the
Planet is the best place to do
t hat .

(beat)
So what am | supposed to do now?
Should I tell her?

JONATHAN
Absol utely not!

The tone startles both Cdark and Martha. Jonathan stands
hi s ground.

CLARK
So what am | supposed to do? Carry
on lying to her? To everyone?

JONATHAN
Clark, protecting the secret
identity is part and parcel with
t he whol e Superman thing. Lois is
a journalist - if you told her
your secret, she'd print it and
it'd be front page news around the
world within twenty-four hours.

CLARK
She woul dn't do that?

JONATHAN
Wbul dn't she? Can you say that
wi th absolute certainty?

This catches O ark off guard.

CLARK
| trust Lois, dad.
JONATHAN
Yes, well, you trusted Lex Luthor

too and we all know how t hat one
turned out. ..



MARTHA
Jonat han!

Jonat han hol ds up his hands.

JONATHAN
"' m done, alright, |I'm done.

He goes into the kitchen to nmake coffee.

d ark.
MARTHA
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Martha turns to

Clark, this is a decision you need

to think about very carefully.

CLARK

It may not be a decision if she

al ready knows- -

MARTHA

We don't know that she does yet,
not for certain. She mght only

suspect. Right nowit sounds |ike
she's just fishing for information.

She steps towards him

MARTHA ( CONT' D)

You need to think about this.

| f

you tell her, then you're going to
be putting her in a |lot of danger.

Peopl e could use her to get to

you.

This is a point dark clearly hadn't considered. Martha

| ooks himin the eye.

MARTHA ( CONT' D)

At the end of the day, this is a
deci sion that only you can nake.
But when you do make it, | want

you to have considered the

repercussions of this fromevery
angle. Because all you need is

one wong person to know t he secret

and then your days as Superman

could be at an end.
Jonat han appears in the doorway again.

JONATHAN
She's right, son.

Fromthe |l ook on his face, Cark knows it too.

| NT. CADMUS LABS HANGER -- NI GHT

Ty-Zor's ship is parked in the mddl e of the hanger.

M Lord? HER- AL (prel ap)
or d~
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I NT. KRYPTONI AN SHIP - CABIN -- N GHT

Her-al enters the cabin to find Ty-Zor sat on the floor in
a neditative trance.

H s eyes open as Her-al enters.

HER- AL
My Lord ... it is tine.

EXT. CLARK S APARTMENT -- NI GHT
Just to establish.
A KNOCK on the door.

CLARK (prel ap)
Just a mnute. ..

I NT. CLARK' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

Cl ark opens the door to find Lois stood outside. She |ooks
edgy and tense.

CLARK

Lois, are you alright?
LA S

No ... no l'mnot, not really.
CLARK

Come i n.
He steps back to allow her in.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
VWat's all this about?

Lois turns to regard himfrankly.

LA S
VWen | first started at the Planet,
Perry told ne that a journali st
must do three things - believe
none of what you hear, half of
what you see ... and everything
you wite.

Cl ark | ooks deeply confused. Lois begins pacing up and
down, teasing out her thoughts.

LO S (CONT' D)
Ever since you started at the
Pl anet, there's been sonething odd
about you. At first | shrugged it
off, but the nore tinme | spent
with you the nore obvious it becane.
You have a secret. You keep it so
wel | nost people wouldn't even
know it was there, but |'ve spent
a whole life fining out the stuff
( MORE)
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LO S (CONT' D)
ot her people don't want ne to know,
so |'ve developed a filter for
this kind of thing.
(beat)
So | know.

She stops pacing and faces Clark - there's a tense nonent.

LO S (CONT' D)
| know, C ark.
(beat)
| know you're Super man.

Anot her tense nonent ... and then O ark starts |aughing.

CLARK
Superman? Me? | nean, cone on,
Lois, that's--

LA S
Crazy, | know. That was what |
t hought the noment it occurred to

me ... but then things started
happeni ng. Things that just didn't
add up - in and of thensel ves they

woul dn't have been a probl em and
nost peopl e woul dn't have noti ced,
but now ... | have to know, C ark

There's sonething very wong wth the situation here - a
tense vibe in the air. Cdark senses it inmediately.

CLARK
Lois, what are you...

LA S
(reaches into her
pocket)
| have to know.
He pulls sonmething out - silver flashes in the light--
A GUN.

Clark recoils involuntarily.

CLARK
Lois, what are you?
LA S
| know you'll never admt it to nme

but I have to see it for nyself.
A tense standoff.

CLARK
(trying to be
r easonabl e)
Lois, you really don't want to do
this--
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BANG

SMASH CUT TO
| NT. KRYPTONIAN SHIP - CABIN -- N GHT
Ty-Zor is armng up for battle...
He snaps on his gauntlets and greaves..
Hi s breastplate containing the 'S shield..
Snaps his scabbard into place on his hip..
Pull s his cape on around his shoul ders..

Her-al watches fromthe door as Ty-Zor holds his sword up
to the light.

HER- AL
You' re goi ng al one?

TY-ZOR
Al one.

He turns to face Her-al, his sword held in front of him

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Let no nman follow ne, Her-al. [

want to face Kal-El - this
" Superman' - alone for the first
tinme.

His sword slides into the scabbard.

SMASH CUT TO
| NT. CLARK'S APARTMENT -- NI GHT
Seconds | ater:
TI GHT on Lois, holding the snoking gun, trenbling..
CENERAL P. QO V:

And we see C ark stood before her, perfectly alright
and | ooki ng very angry.

LA S
Ch ny God...!

CLARK
Danmmt Lois..

He turns and wal ks away, trying to conprehend this ... he
turns back to face her.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
Lois, what on Earth were you
t hi nki ng?
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LA S
You're alive...

CLARK
If | hadn't been Supernman, you
coul d have killed C ark Kent!

A tense beat ... then Lois stops trenbling and sml es.
She hol ds up the gun.

LA S
VWhat with? A bl ank?

It takes a nonent for the full inpact of this to register
with Cark. Lois walks towards him

CLARK
Loi s. ..

She reaches up and takes off his glasses. He regards her
with his blue eyes.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
Lois, you ... you need to
under st and. ..

LA S
Shh. .

She reaches up and presses a finger to his |ips.

LO S (CONT' D)
| understand. | also know what a
burden this nmust be for you - having
to keep this secret from everyone,

unable to tell people ... believe
me, | know what that feels |ike.
CLARK

How can you?
A beat - then:

LA S
Because of this...

And she reaches up and ki sses him hard on the nouth.
There's a nonent ... and then he kisses back, desperate
ki sses of passion..

DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. SAME -- LATER

Clark and Lois are sat on the sofa, his arm around her
shoul ders, her head resting on his chest.

CLARK
How | ong have you known?
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LA S

| didn't. Not until now  But
| ' ve suspected for a long tine.
The sheer nunber of tinmes you'd
vani sh and then the next thing
anyone knew Supernman was in action
saving lives...

(beat)
Things didn't add up. | was al ways
taught that the sinplest explanation
is usually the correct one.

CLARK
Who told you that?

Lois sits up and | ooks himin the eye.

LA S
You di d.
(beat)
Guess you do know what you're
tal ki ng about sonetines, Smallville.

CLARK
| don't suppose there's any chance
you' re ever going to stop calling
me that, is there?

LA S
Not a chance in hell..
(beat)
Unl ess you want ne to start calling
you Superman around the office..

Clark laughs and Lois reaches forward ... they kiss again
j ust as--
TY-ZOR (O.S.)
(yel l'i ng)
KAL- EL!

Cl ark REACTS just as--
BANG  Sonet hi ng EXPLODES OFF- SCREEN- -

LA S
VWhat the hell?

They both race to the window - red light is comng from
out si de.

LO S (CONT' D)
d ark?

CLARK
Yeah?

They | ook out of the window - the horizon has lit up bright
red wwth fire...

LA S
| think you'd better go to work.
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EXT. METROPCLIS -- N GHT
Super man FLASHES THROUGH the city at high speed.
EXT. ABOVE PLAZA -- N GHT

Superman cones to an abrupt halt in md-air above a crowded
shopping plaza. Red light illum nates the | ook of horror
on his face.

SUPERVAN
CGod. . .

The plaza is in flanes. W PAN UP to reveal that the flanes
have a pattern and forma synbol - -

The 'S shield, etched in flame on the plaza.

Screanms conme fromall directions - then Supernan hears it
agai n.

TY-ZOR (O.S.)
(scream ng)
KAL- EL!

Superman | ooks up - and sees him Stood on the top of a
near by building, iconic and terrifying. Ty-Zor.

Superman flashes up to face him

SUPERMVAN
Alright, 1"mgoing to give you one
chance- -

He stops dead - his eyes fixed on the 'S shield on Ty-
Zor's chest.

SUPERVAN ( CONT' D)
VWhat the...?

TY-ZOR
Sur prised?

And with no warning he | aunches hinself at Superman catching
himright in the stomach--

Superman i s caught off-guard, finds hinself flying backwards--
| NT. OFFICES -- N GHT

CRASH! ! --Superman crashes through the gl ass w ndow and
smashes down onto the floor. Dazed, he | ooks up--

Ty-Zor is hovering in md-air outside, watching himcoldly.

SUPERNVAN
(to hinself)
How- -

TY- ZOR
Come out and fight...
( MORE)
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TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
(spits it out)
Super man.

Superman gets to his feet and flies out of the w ndow.
EXT. ABOVE PLAZA -- N GHT

Superman flies out - he stops twenty netres away from Ty-
Zor, sizing himup.

TY-ZOR
What's the matter, Kal-El?
Surprised to see ne?

SUPERMAN
Who are you?

TY- ZOR
The last thing you will ever see.

And he | aunches hinself at Supernman agai n--

Super man dodges - Ty-Zor halts in md-air and turns to
face hi m again.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Cowar d!

He | aunches hinself right at Superman - this tinme Supernman
| aunches right back at him-

The two COLLIDE in md-air - Ty-Zor grabs Supernman by the
throat and begins to fly strai ght down--

SMASHI NG i nto the pavenent bel ow - huge cracks appear around
themin all directions--

They have landed in the mddle of the flamng 'S - Ty-Zor
is on Superman in seconds, his hands around Supernman's
t hroat, squeezing--

TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)
On this world you could be a God
anong nen, Kal-El - and yet you
choose to becone a chanpi on
flaunting your heritage while your
peopl e wander the stars, exiled to
die in the cold of space..

SUPERMAN
(choki ng)
Wo ... are you...

TY-ZOR
Renmenber the name Ty-Zor of Krypton
Superman - it's the last thought
you will ever have.

Superman's eyes FLASH RED - Ty-Zor howl s and pul |l s back,
his hands blistering in front of him-
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I n seconds Superman is up - but before he can do anyt hing,
Ty-Zor is on him-

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
You are weak. ..

Ty-Zor attacks, savage, deadly - FISTS, BOOTS, BRAW.I NG
MESSY- -

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
You are a traitor..

He | ands a gut-punch in Superman's stomach - Superman flies
backwards through the fire, smashing into the ground sone
di stance away.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
You are a coward.

He marches towards Superman, drawing his sword. He rests
the bl ade onto Superman's throat.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Just |ike your father!

Superman | ooks up into Ty-Zor's bl azing eyes--
TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)
Renmenber this, Superman...

(beat)
This is just the begi nning.

He sheathes his sword and takes flight, flying straight up--

And in the roar of a sonic boom he's gone, |eaving Supernman
| yi ng dazed and confused on the ground.

A car screeches to a halt - Lois practically flies out,
runni ng across to where Superman is |ying on the ground.

LA S

(angui shed)
SUPERMAN

She rushes to his side, dropping to her knees beside him

LO S (CONT' D)
My god, are you--?

SUPERVAN
| ' m okay.

She helps himto his feet.

SUPERVAN ( CONT' D)
"1l be. ..

He | ooks up - sees the civilians in all directions, silent,
staring at him

Staring with fear.
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SUPERVAN ( CONT' D)
['I]l be fine...

Fromthe | ook on his face we can tell this is anything but
the truth.

FADE TO BLACK.
FADE TO
TV NEWS REPORTS

QUI CK, FLASHI NG REPORTS - TALKI NG HEADS t hat vani sh al nost
i mredi ately as though someone is flicking through various
news reports.

W TNESS #1
--Two of them going at it |ike
nothing I ever seen before--

W TNESS #2
--Seen Superman take sone
puni shment, but never anything

like this--

W TNESS #3
--Cotta ask yourself how this could
happen- -

W TNESS #4

--Been here for a few years now,
and he never told us there were
more |i ke him makes you wonder
what el se he's not telling us--

W TNESS #5
--How can we possibly trust him
again after this--?

The i mage FLASHES TO
WGBS NEWS:
Wth Cat G ant reporting:

CAT
--Reaction pouring in to | ast
night's battle in the skies above
Metropol is, between Superman and
the nysterious flying visitor...

| NT. KENT FARM -- MORNI NG

TIGHT on a TV - an aerial shot of the Metropolis plaza,
the 'S synbol now burnt black onto the ground, stones
cracked fromthe battle.

CAT
(on screen)
This is all that remains of the
Metropolis Plaza, in the aftermath
( MORE)
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CAT (CONT' D)
of the epic battle that took place
just last night...

GENERAL P. O. V.

Clark, Martha and Jonathan watch in silence.
| NT. LANA' S HOUSE -- MORNI NG

Lana watches the TV, concerned as hell.

CAT (O S.)
Al though no life was | ost during
the conflict...

| NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- MORNI NG

The staff watch in silence. Lois, Jimry and Perry clearly
visible in the front row

CAT (O S.)
Col | ateral damage to the plaza was
considerable, with estimtes placing
t he damage at--

| NT. KENT FARM -- MORNI NG

CLICK. The screen flicks off - Cark turns to see Jonat han
hol di ng the renvote.

JONATHAN
| think we've seen enough of that.

Mart ha puts her armaround C ark's shoul ders.

MARTHA
Cl ark, are you--

CLARK
Not even cl ose.

The phone rings. Martha grabs it, picks it up--
MARTHA
(i nto phone)
Hel |l 0? Lana - yes, he's fine--

She shoots O ark a questioning look - Cark nouths 'no
and Martha nods.

MARTHA ( CONT' D)

(snoot hl y)
He's just a bit shaken up ... I'm
sure he'll call you when he's
al right.

(beat)
Yes, I'll tell himyou said so.
Bye Lana.

She hangs up.
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CLARK
How i s she?

MARTHA
Wrried - who can blane her. She
said if you needed soneone to tal k
to--

CLARK
| know.

MARTHA
You can't hide out here forever.

CLARK
| know t hat too.

He stands up and begi ns paci ng, |ooking frustrated.
Jonat han wal ks up to him

JONATHAN
Cark ... this man, this 'Ty-Zor".
CLARK

He knew ne as Kal -El. Qutside the
t hree of us, no-one knows that
nane.

(beat)
No- one on Earth.

He turns to face his parents.
CLARK ( CONT' D)

He could fly. He had all ny powers.
And he had the synbol.

Nei t her Jonat han or Martha knows how to respond to this.
CLARK ( CONT' D)

| think he's the genuine article.
| think he's from Krypton

MARTHA

| thought Krypton was destroyed.
JONATHAN

Jor-El said you were the only

survivor.
CLARK

So did I.

(beat)

Apparently not. Sonme of them nust
have survived. ..

He turns away again, staring out of the w ndow at the
endl ess fields of wheat.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
VWhat the hell kind of planet am|
fronf
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Jonat han and Martha exchange | ooks - it's an answer none
of them has.

EXT. LEXCORP TOAER -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

Lut hor and Al exis stand before the wall of nonitors,
wat chi ng i mages of the fight between Supernman and Ty- Zor.

ALEXI S
Preci sely what have we unl eashed
her e?

LUTHOR

VWhat is necessary to do the job.

The door opens - they both turn to see Ty-Zor stride in
of f the bal cony.

TY- ZOR
You wanted to see ne.

LUTHOR
(not | ooking at him
Yes. Pause.

The nonitors freeze. Luthor turns to face Ty-Zor.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
You assured ne that killing Superman
woul d be no problem

TY- ZOR
It won't Dbe.

LUTHOR
So explain to ne why you had him
down, your sword to his throat -
and you just flew off?

TY- ZOR
Last night was an ... exercise.
LUTHOR
An exercise in what?
TY- ZOR
Knowi ng your eneny is the first
step to defeating him 1've heard

of Kal-El ny whole life - |ast
night I nmet him

(beat)
Now | know how he thinks and how
he fights. And I have caused the
people of this world to doubt their
pr ot ect or.

SVASH CUT TGO
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| NT. MONORAI L STATI ON -- CONTI NUOUS
A huge burning train weck fills the screen. Supernman
staggers out of the inferno, a wounded woman held in his
arns.
SUPERMAN
W' ve got wounded people in here,
| need hel p--
He | ooks up - everyone has flinched back from him
They're afraid.
SMASH CUT TO

I NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

As bef ore.
LUTHOR
VWell hats off - but Superman is
still alive. You playing catch-up

was not part of the bargain.

Ty-Zor's eyes flash dangerously - Alexis |ooks afraid.
Lut hor stands his ground, unruffled.

TY- ZOR
| will uphold ny end of the bargain,
Lex Luthor. Superman will die -
when | decide he will die. Not
before. Am |1 understood?

LUTHOR
Perfectly.

TY- ZOR
Good.

Wth a curt nod he turns and stal ks out. Lut hor and Al exi s
wat ch as he takes flight off the bal cony.

ALEXI S
Are you sure getting himangry was
a good idea?

LUTHOR
|"ve always found that the best
way to understand soneone was to
fight him make himangry - that's
when you see the real person.

ALEXI S
Yeah, well |'ve seen the real person
and right now |' m scared.

Luthor turns to face her with a kindly smle.
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LUTHOR
You don't need to worry about
anything. R ght now Ty-Zor needs
us nore than we need him

ALEXI S
For now.

She turns to wal k out, stops and turns back.

ALEXI S ( CONT' D)
But what do we do when Ty- Zor
deci des he doesn't need us anynore.
You saw what he did to Superman--

LUTHOR
"' m not Superman, Alexis. And as
for Ty-Zor...
(pause)
It's covered. |If Ty-Zor tries to
doubl e cross us, he'll never know
what hit him

There's a hint of sonmething very malevolent in his eye.
EXT. THE DAILY PLANET -- DAY
An establishing shot.

PERRY (prel ap)
This has top priority!

I NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY

It's business as usual - noisy and chaotic, the stillness
of the scene before broken. Perry is on his feet and
paci ng, making wild gestures with an unlit cigar.

PERRY
VWhat ever el se you were working on
forget it. | want to know
everyt hi ng about what happened
| ast night. ..

Clark slips in at the back, sidling in beside Lois. She
| ooks at Clark in relief.

LA S
(undertone)
Are you alright?

CLARK
(undertone)
Not here.
(beat)
No, not really...

PERRY
Wiy the hell am1 still talking?
Get on with it, everyone!
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The neeting breaks up as everyone gets to work. Jimy
sits down at his desk

JI MW
Jesus. ..

CLARK
VWhat is it?

JI MW

Look at these.

Hi s screen shows a series of photos taken during the fight.
It doesn't | ook good for Superman.

JI MW (CONT' D)
These were all over the networks
within seconds ... Supernman's
getting his ass kicked.

Clark's face goes stony.

CLARK
Yeah ... yeah, he was.

Jinmmy | ooks up, curious - Clark ignores it and wal ks off.
He sits down at his desk. Lois |eans across to him

LA S
lgnore them- this'll all be
forgotten within a couple of days.

CLARK
You t hi nk?

He fixes her with a look - Lois wilts slightly.

LA S
Well ... okay no, not really.
PERRY (O S.)

What is this, sonmebody died?
They both | ook up as Perry stornms down to them

PERRY ( CONT' D)
Whatever it is can wait. Supernman
got his ass kicked right and royally
| ast night and I want it on ny
front page in time for the evening
edition--

CLARK
Excuse ne.

He gets quickly to his feet and exits the city roomat a
brisk clip.

PERRY
Kent ?

But he's already gone. Perry |looks to Lois.
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PERRY ( CONT' D)
VWhat's goi ng on?

Lois fixes himwth a hard | ook.
LA S
You know what, Perry - sonetinmes
you can be such a jerk
She gets up and runs out after C ark.

Perry rounds on Jimry - his expression clearly saying
"What's going on?'

Ji mmy shrugs; 'no idea’
EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTOP -- DAY
Clark is stood on the roof, |ooking out across the city.

LOS (O S.)
Thought I'd find you here.

She wal ks up beside him- down on the plaza bel ow the
bl ackened 'S shield is still visible.

LO S (CONT' D)
Hey - this wasn't your fault.

CLARK
Wasn't it?
A long, tense beat.
LA S
This Ty-Zor ... are you sure he's
one of yours?
CLARK
No |"'mnot sure ... but | think

there's a very good chance of it.
For a nmonment they both just stand in silence.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
VWhat if he is? What if, just by

my presence, |I'mputting this whole
worl d in danger?
(beat)

Maybe | should just |eave - that
man, whoever he was, was here to
find me - maybe if | wasn't here
t hen- -

LA S
DON T YOU DARE

Cl ark's head shoot up - Lois |ooks livid.
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Don't you DARE start feeling al
self-pitying on ne, Kent - you
couldn't stop what happened | ast
night, but if you hadn't been here
t hen i magi ne what woul d have
happened.

(beat)
W need you now nore than ever.

Clark | ooks Lois in the eye - finds he believes her.

CLARK
Just prom se nme one thing.

LO S
What ?

CLARK
Prom se nme you'll never | ook at ne
the way they did | ast night.
(beat)
Afrai d.
LA S
(convi ction)
Never .
She takes his arm
| NT. CADMUS LABS HANGER -- DAY
An establishing shot of Ty-Zor's ship.

M Lord? HER- AL (prel ap)
or d~

| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - CORRI DOR -- DAY

Ty-Zor and Her-al wal k down the corridor.

HER- AL
Last night - you fought hinf
TY- ZOR
| did.
(beat)

| was curious about him About
who he was. Now | ' ve seen him

HER- AL
And?

TY-ZOR
And |' m not i npressed.

He turns to face his second i n conmand.

TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)
W w il proceed wth the plan on
schedule. Activate the com system -
| would speak with ny father

80.
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HER- AL
Yes My Lord.

| NT. CADMUS LABS HANGER -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. KRYPTONI AN SH P - CABIN -- DAY

A badly out of focus hologramflickers to life - and we
recognise it imedi ately as Kata-Zor. Ty-Zor bows.

TY-ZOR
Fat her .

KATA- ZOR
| received your report. You are
certain this is the correct worl d?

TY-ZOR
Cert ain.

KATA- ZOR
And Kal - El ?

Ty-Zor permts hinself a small smle.

TY- ZOR
He will be dead | ong before you
arrive.

(beat)

This world is ... incredible,
father. The power of the yell ow
sun- -

KATA- ZOR

--grants incredi bl e power, yes, |
know. Use it wisely, ny son - |
want Kal -El's head as a trophy
when the fleet arrives.

TY-ZOR
You will have it, father.

KATA- ZOR
Until we speak again, ny son.

The hol ogram fi zzl es out.
CUT TO
EXT. NEW YORK CI TY STREETS -- DAY

A huge rally is in progress - thousands have flocked to
the streets.

In the mdst of it all we see Luthor and Pete, shaking
hands, neeting and greeting, rallying support.
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CAT (V.0)
The Lut hor canpaign hits New York
as thousands take to the streets
to meet the presidential hopefuls.

On the street we find Cat and her canera crew.

CAT (CONT' D)
Once thought of as an outside
chance, M Luthor and Senator Ross
now have a five point lead in the
polls and it only continues to
rise.

EXT. LIBERTY | SLAND -- DAY
Just to establish.

CAT (V.0)
After neeting and greeting
supporters on the street, the rally
reached Liberty Island, where a
press conference was given.

EXT. BASE OF THE STATUE OF LI BERTY -- DAY

Luthor, Pete, Harlin and the entourage stand facing the
worl d's nedi a.

JOURNALI ST #1
M Lut hor, Senator Ross - el ection
day's just around the corner, are
you feeling confident?

PETE
Can | answer you that in a few
days tine?

Laughter fromthe crowd.

LUTHOR
Over confidence never serves anyone
well - but I'lIl tell you this much.

We aren't running in this race to
come second.

Cheers fromthe faithful in the crowd.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Come Friday night, | hope to see
all of you at our campaign HQ in
Metropolis for the cel ebrations!

HUGE cheers all around.

EXT. LIBERTY | SLAND -- DAY

Luthor, Pete and their entourage head over to where two
LexCorp helicopters are waiting. Luthor shakes Pete's

hand, SHOUTI NG to make hi nsel f heard over the noise of the
rotor bl ades.
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LUTHOR
Good luck in Chiol

PETE
Thanks - you too!

As Pete runs off to get into the first helicopter, Luthor
and Harlin get in the second one. Both choppers take off,
flying off in separate directions.

| NT. LUTHOR S CHOPPER -- DAY
Luthor and Harlin sat in the back.

LUTHOR
Any progress with Senator Kinsey?

HARLI N
| f he knows what's good for him -
he really doesn't need to have
that tape of himand the call girl
reach the press.

LUTHOR
(sml es)
Definitely not.
An aide hands hima file which he passes to Harlin.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Make sure this reaches the New
York Times tonight - | want it in
tonorrow s edition.

HARLI N
Yes M Lut hor.

EXT. METROPOLI S -- DAY

Ty-Zor and Her-al fly across the city, eventually com ng
in to land on on the roof of the LexCorp tower.

| NT. LEXCORP TOAER - CONFERENCE ROOM -- DAY

Alexis is sat by herself, talking on her cell-phone.

ALEXI S
Yes, it's all going fine ... exactly
as pl anned.
(beat)

Well he won't care will he, once
he's elected he's going to have
bi gger things to worry about than
this...

She gl ances up through the w ndow and goes silent - she's
spotted Ty-Zor and Her-al making their way down the
corridor.

ALEXI S ( CONT' D)
(i nto phone)
"1l call you back
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She hangs up.
| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CORRI DORS -- DAY

Ty-Zor and Her-al march past the wi ndows of the conference
room- they don't see Alexis through the w ndow.

HER- AL
Is this a wi se nove, My Lord?

TY- ZOR
We'll need Luthor's help if we
plan to take out Kal-El with the
correct timng...

They reach a door at the end of the corridor ... but the
monment they get within three feet of it they both REACT
pul l'i ng back in pain.

HER- AL
VWhat is this?

Ty-Zor holds his hand out as and approaches the door -
again, the second he gets within three feet he reacts in
pai n.

The veins on the back of his hand begin to withe, turning
green. Ty-Zor's face contorts in anger.

TY-ZOR
The green deat h!

From the conference room Al exis i s watching.
| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CONFERENCE ROOM -- DAY
Al exis watches in horror as Ty-Zor rounds on Her-al angrily.

TY- ZOR
Treachery!

| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CORRI DORS -- DAY
Ty-Zor i s beside hinself.
TY- ZOR
Lut hor woul d nmake a bargain with

us and plot to destroy us behind
our backs!

HER- AL
What do we do, My Lord?

Ty-Zor consi ders.
TY- ZOR
For the nmonment we do not hi ng.
Ri ght now we need Luthor's help..
| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CONFERENCE ROOM -- DAY

Al exis' jaw drops in horror.
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TY-ZOR
...but we wll continue this charade
only for as long as i s necessary.
| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CORRI DORS -- DAY
Ty-Zor is fum ng.

TY-ZOR
And t hen- -

HER- AL
My Lord!

They' ve seen Al exi s.
| NT. LEXCORP TOWER - CONFERENCE ROOM -- DAY

Al exis' face contorts in horror - she turns and tries to
run for it--

The door CRASHES OPEN- -

Alexis is grabbed by Her-al - she tries to fight himoff
but he's too strong.

She | ooks up as Ty-Zor approaches.

TY-ZOR
What did you hear?

ALEXI S
(defiant)
Everyt hing, you son of a bitch--

Ty-Zor SLAPS Al exis across the face, hard.

TY- ZOR
Bring her.

CUT TO
EXT. METROPCLI S FREEVAY -- DAY
Traffic flows along in the m dday rush.
Among the lines of traffic we pick out Lois' car.

LO S (prel ap)
...and of course then the situation
only goes frombad to worse..

INT. LOS CAR -- DAY

Clark and Lois are inside. Lois drives and tal ks ni net een
to the dozen

LA S
(md-rant)
...of course there's no way in
hell Lex is going to let this thing
( MORE)



86.
LO S (CONT' D)
of f without one hell of a party,
so cone Thursday night we'll be..

Clark isn't listening - he's staring out of the w ndow,
| ost in thought.

EXT. METROPCLI S FREEVWAY -- DAY

We PAN AVWAY from Lois' car, going further up the freeway
to where a truck carrying netal girders is navigating the
traffic flow

A rack of girders RATTLES DANGEROUSLY on the back

INT. LOS CAR -- DAY

As before.
LA S
(still ranting)
--Don't know he can pull it off -

God, Perry's going to be in so
much trouble, he made a bet with
t he guys upstairs that--
EXT. METROPCLI S FREEVWAY -- DAY
The girders continue to rattle--
INT. LOS CAR -- DAY
Clark stares out of the w ndow, | ooking distracted.
LA S
(still ranting)
--lI ndependent, first tine this has
ever happened- -
EXT. METROPCLI S FREEVWAY -- DAY
The straps holding the rattling girders stretch, strain--
SNAP- -
The girders go flying off--
INT. LOS CAR -- DAY
Lois is still ranting--

LA S
--can't think how this happened- -

EXT. METROPOLI S FREEVWAY -- DAY

SMASH  The girders fall off the back onto the freeway -
cars are caught up--

INT. LOS CAR -- DAY

And d ark suddenly perks up - he looks up, fully alert.
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LO S
Clark, what is it?

CLARK
Stop the car!

Lois looks - the freeway is grinding to a halt.

LA S
VWhat the--?

She sl anms her foot on the break--

EXT. METROPCLI S FREEVAY -- DAY

A huge TANKER WAGON CRASHES into the girders--
Two cars from behind are KNOCKED OVER THE EDGE- -!
The tanker spins wldly--

GO NG OVER THE EDGE- -!

ANGLE - CLARK AND LA S

as they get out of the car along wth everyone else to
take a | ook.

LA S
My god. ..

The tanker is teetering over the edge, slowy pulling the
truck over--

Lois turns to d ark.

LO S (CONT' D)
d ar k!

Cl ark 1 ooks up sharply.

CLARK
Loi s- -

LA S
Just do it. This looks like a job
for Superman.
There is a shared | ook between the two of themfor a |ong
monment ... and then Cark's face fills with new resol ve.
A big grin splits his face and he turns and runs off.
PAN W TH CLARK

as he runs back down the freeway - unnoticed as everyone
wat ches the weck in terror--

He rips his shit open.
ON THE TRUCK

as the weight finally pulls the truck over the edge--
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The two truckers SCREAM as the truck goes over--

The crowd | ooks terrified - they can't | ook away - Lois'
hand goes to her nouth--

The truck sails downwards, headi ng towards anot her freeway--
And then STOPS DEAD!

| NT. TRUCK CAB -- DAY

The two truckers | ook at each other--

TRUCKER #1
VWhat the hell --

EXT. METROPOLI S FREEVWAY -- DAY

The crowd | ooks over the edge at the truck hanging in md-
air--

Then Lois sees it. She's nearly crying with the enotion.
SUPERVAN

Hol ding on to the bottomof the truck and slowy bringing
it back up again. It's nothing fancy, but it's both heroic
and spectacular. A jawdropping nonent if ever there was
one.

Superman sets the truck down on the highway. He wal ks
around and opens the door to reveal the two frazzl ed
truckers with in.

SUPERMAN
Are you gentlenen alright?
TRUCKER #1
Yeah, | think so..
SUPERMAN
Good.
He turns around to face the crowd - they're all just staring

at him For a nmonent there is an awful sil ence..

And then soneone starts applauding. And then everyone
does. And suddenly everyone on the freeway i s cheering.

It's a fantastic nonent of support, and it neans the world
to Super man.

He | ooks up to see Lois energing out of the cromd. She's
got a huge grin on her face, matching Supernman's.

LA S
Looks |i ke soneone's still popular.

Superman doesn't answer - his smle and | ook of triunph
says it all.
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LO S (CONT' D)
Still a hero.

CUT TO
I NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - TORTURE ROOM -- N GHT

On Ty-Zor's unnoving face as a hi deous FEMALE SCREAM cones
fromoff-screen. Wite electricity crackles.

TY- ZOR
Enough.

The electricity dies off. Ty-Zor steps forward.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Are you ready to tal k?

Alexis is chained in the centre of the room her hands
chai ned hi gh over her head. Her whole formis racked with
pai n, but she gives Ty-Zor a | ook of undisguised defiance.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Thought not.

He wal ks slowy around Al exis, admring his handi work.
She's bl eeding fromwounds all over her body.

TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)

Your father's being both very naive
and very stupid if he thinks he
can doubl e-cross ne.

(beat)
You don't have to be like him
Hi s days were nunbered the nonent
he attenpted treachery. Tell ne
what he's planning. Tell ne what
he's planning and I'l| spare you
any further pain.

ALEXI S
Never !

Ty-Zor gives her a blank | ook.

TY- ZOR
Agai n.

The electricity crackles - Alexis' screans rip through the
chanber .

EXT. LEXCORP TONER -- N GHT

Just to establish. The Luthor for President banners are
even nore prom nent than before.

EXT. BALCONY -- N GHT

Lut hor stands on the bal cony outside his office, |ooking
down over the city. W can't read his expression.

After a nonment we hear footsteps and Harlin approaches.
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HARLI N
M Lut hor?

Luthor turns to face Harlin, who is carrying Luthor's coat.

HARLI N ( CONT' D)
They're waiting for us, sir.

LUTHOR
Thank you, Harlin.

He takes his coat and they head inside his office.
I NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT

Lut hor and Harlin nake their way through the darkened
of fice, Luthor pulling his coat on as they go.

LUTHOR
Have you seen Alexis, Harlin?

HARLI N
Not since this norning, sir.

Lut hor shrugs as he fastens his coat.

LUTHOR
|"'msure she'll turn up.

I NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - TORTURE ROOM -- N GHT

Alexis is SCREAM NG as the electricity crackles again -
the sight is borderline horrifying.

Ty-Zor continues to watch with a bl ank expression.
As the electricity dies, he steps forward. Al exis sags
agai nst the chains holding her, gasping for breath. Ty-
Zor takes hold of her chin, raises her face.
TY- ZOR

Very well. If you still refuse to

co-operate, you wll send a nessage

to your father in another way.

He steps back and draws his sword. Alexis suddenly | ooks
horrified.

ALEXI S
No, please - NO!!

And Ty-Zor SLASHES his sword down as we--
CUT TO BLACK.

FADE TGO
EXT. METROPCLI S SKYLI NE -- MORNI NG

As the sun rises above the city.



91.
I NT. CLARK' S APARTMENT -- MORNI NG

Clark is making breakfast. |In the background the TV is
going - Cat Gant on the election circuit.
CAT (O S.)

...as the nation prepares to go to
the polls this norning, and it
couldn't possibly be any cl oser as
Lex Luthor and his opponent are
neck and neck. ..

LOS (OS.)
So it's still unclear?

Clark | ooks up as Lois energes fromthe bedroom buttoning
up her blouse. dark shrugs.

CLARK
Exit poll results haven't cone
t hrough yet.

LO S
This is closer than | woul d have
liked it.

CLARK

(grins)
Me too.

Lois smles as she crosses the floor to plant a kiss on
Clark's lips.

LA S
That was for yesterday. The people
have their hero back

CLARK
Yeah ... but for how | ong?

EXT. POLLI NG STATI ON -- DAY

A huge crowd has gathered outside, including a nob of
journalists and TV people. Mercy stands guard at the door.
A LexCorp helicopter is conspicuously parked nearby.

Cat nmakes an address to her caneraman.

CAT
Yes Ted, we're here at the Siegal
El enentary School where M Lut hor
arrived |l ess than an hour ago to
cast his vote, and--

She gets a nessage in her earpiece.

CAT (CONT' D)
Hold on, | think he's com ng out -
yes, that's M Luthor com ng out
now.
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The press surges around Luthor as he energes with Harlin
and an ent ourage of bodyguards.

CAT (CONT' D)
M Luthor, did you vote for
yoursel f?

Luthor allows a snmall snmle.

LUTHOR
Sorry Cat, can't tell you - that's
bet ween nme an ny consci ence.

Sone | aughter.

CAT
Are you feeling confident?

LUTHOR
Let's see what the rest of the day
hol ds, shall we?

There is sone | aughter as Luthor's entourage nmakes its way
to the waiting chopper. Cat turns back to the camera.

CAT
Yes, M Luthor giving nothing away.
M Luthor's running mate Senator
Ross is today casting his vote in
his home state of Kansas..

EXT. SMALLVILLE H GH SCHOOL -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. SMALLVILLE H GH SCHOCL -- DAY

Pete energes fromhis voting booth, drops his ballot into
t he box.

OFFI Cl AL
Good | uck Pete.

PETE
Thanks Bryan.

As he makes his way out he catches sight of Jonathan and
Mart ha entering.

PETE ( CONT' D)
M and Ms Kent.

MARTHA
(sml es)
Hel |l 0 Pete.
She hugs him Jonat han doesn't nove a nuscl e.

PETE
| hope | can count on your support?
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MARTHA
el | --

JONATHAN
(steely)
Pete, we have to vote for what we
think is best for the country.

He gives Pete a steely | ook.

JONATHAN ( CONT' D)
| think you have your answer there.
Now i f you'll excuse us..

He takes Martha's hand and they wal k off. Pete watches
themgo with a confused | ook on his face.

EXT. THE DAILY PLANET -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY

The usual absol ute bedlam but about four tinmes worse. W
qui ckly PAN THROUGH the office - RAPID, FLASHY SHOTS show ng
Clark, Lois, Jimmy and others typing, on phones, arguing,
hard at work.

Through the gl ass door we can see Perry on the phone.
After a nonment he hangs up and wal ks out into the city
room

PERRY
(yelling to be heard)
Al right people, listen up!

Everyone stops to listen.

PERRY ( CONT' D)
The exit polls have just called in
favour of Luthor and Ross--

On the reaction to this:

PERRY ( CONT' D)

But only just.

(beat to let it

sink in)
This is still a two horse race,
and by god |I'mnot going to declare
either way until we have cast iron
proof. Now you've all done this
before, and we all know we're in
this for the long haul. W aren't
goi ng honme until tonorrow s issue
is put to bed and we know for
definate. So everyone ... do your
jobs. W're in for a |long night.

| NT. DAILY PLANET - PERRY'S OFFI CE -- DAY

Perry, dark, Lois and Ji my.
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PERRY
This is going to be a close one
and we won't know until the |ast
m nut e.

JI MWY
WIIl that stop us going to print.

PERRY

(firm
No!

Jinmmy recoils back slightly fromthe snap. Perry defl ates,
gi ves Ji mry an apol ogetic | ook.

PERRY ( CONT' D)
(qui eter)

He turns to face them

PERRY ( CONT' D)
What ever the outcone of this
election, we are in this for the
| ong haul and by god the Daily
Pl anet is going to be the one that
reports it. So people, what do we
reckon.

He turns around, lifts up an imtation front page of the
Daily Pl anet.

PERRY ( CONT' D)
s Anerica going to be waking up
with this in the norning?
The headline reads 'Luthor Loses'.

Perry | ooks as though he's bracing hinself before picking
up anot her page.

PERRY ( CONT' D)
O this?

The headline reads 'Luthor Elected'.

Fromthe | ooks fired around the group, no-one |ooks happy
about the latter.

I NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY

Lois crosses to the coffee nmachine - she finds O ark al ready
st ood there.

CLARK
White, no sugar?

LA S
" m sweet enough.

Clark doesn't bite. Loi s noti ces.
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LA S (CONT' D)
What's on your m nd?

Clark |1 ooks up - we see the worry on his face.

CLARK
Ty- Zor.
Lois's face freezes.
LO S
VWhat about hi nf?
CLARK
He's still out there. No- one' s
seen himin weeks, but he's stil
out there.
LO S

| f he hasn't made his nove by now -
Clark gives her a | ook that cuts her off.

CLARK
Then he soon will.

That awful truth hangs in the air between them

EXT. LEXCORP TONER -- DAY

Just to establish.

| NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

Lut hor sweeps in, Harlin and Mercy behind him
HARLI N

Senator Ross is on a plane back
fromSmallville as we speak--

LUTHOR
He'll be here at the end?
HARLI N
Definitely, sir.
LUTHOR
Good. If you'll excuse ne.

They both get the hint and file out. Luthor waits until
t he door has cl oses behind them before wal ki ng over to his
TV monitors and hitting a button.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Cet me Ty- Zor.

| NT. CADMUS LABS HANCER -- DAY

On the Kryptonian ship. Just to establish.
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| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHIP - CABIN -- DAY
Ty-Zor stands in his cabin, facing an i mage of Luthor.

TY- ZOR
Al'l preparations have been made.

LUTHOR
Good.

He gives Ty-Zor a hard | ook.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
Don't forget our deal, Ty-Zor.
Bef ore m dnight tonight I wll be
President of the United States.
Keep up your end, and your people

wi |l have a new hone.
TY-ZOR
| under st and.
LUTHOR
Good. And as for Superman...
(Il ong beat)
It ends tonight.
TY-ZOR
| concur.
LUTHOR
Good. Just nmke sure--
TY-ZOR
| will hold up ny end of the
bargai n, Lex Luthor - just nmake
sure you uphol d yours.
LUTHOR

Ty- Zor - -

But Ty-Zor cuts off the communication. He picks up his
swor d.

| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - MAIN CABIN -- DAY

Her-al and a dozen ot her KRYPTONI AN WARRI ORS are arm ng up
for battle - arnmour, greaves, capes and 'S shields are
appl i ed.

They all look up as Ty-Zor enters - he | ooks nothing short
of regal in full arnour, cape and sword.

HER- AL
My Lord.

The warriors all bow  Ty-Zor surveys his troops with a
| ook of undi sguised pride.
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TY- ZOR

My friends ... we have | ong searched
for a world for our people. You
have all wal ked the stars al ongsi de
me for many years. W have | ost
many friends. Many of us had | ost
hope.

(beat)
And then we found this place. And
with it we found hope again.

He | ooks each of themin the eye.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Qur quest ends tonight. Once Kal -
El is dead, ny father's forces
will arrive and claimthis world
as our new hone.

(pride)
A new hone. OUR new hone.

He wal ks anong the ranks.
TY- ZOR ( CONT' D)
W' ve fought together for many
years. W' ve shed bl ood toget her,

all of us. Tonight wll be our
final battle.

He stands in the mddle of the group, raises his fist in
the air.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
Victory!

ALL
Victory!

As the Kryptoni ans di sperse, Her-al pulls Ty-Zor to one
si de.

HER- AL
What about the girl?

TY- ZOR
| think we should send Lex Luthor
a message.
Her-al nods and smles in agreenent.
CUT TO
EXT. METROPCOLI S SKYLI NE
DAY TURNS TO NI GHT above the skyline of the city.
Dl SSOLVE TGO
EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- N GHT

The Luthor canpaign is in full sw ng.
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A mass rally of faithful Luthor supporters is present,
| oud nusic plays and the atnosphere is all party.

Of to one side, Cark is conferring with Pete beside the
st age.

CLARK
Ner vous?

PETE

(grins)
Butterflies in the stonach doesn't
even cone cl ose.

Clark pats Pete on the arm

CLARK
You'll be fine.
As he moves off--
PETE

dark?
Clark turns back. His old friend has a pai ned | ook.

PETE ( CONT' D)
Have | done the right thing?

Clark doesn't answer ... but the ook on his face is al

t he answer that Pete needs.

A tense nonent between the two old friends ... then O ark
wal ks of f.

Pete stands watching his retreating formfor a nmonent until
Harlin approaches.

HARLI N
M Ross, you're wanted on stage.

PETE
Thanks.

| NT. CADMUS LABS HANGER -- N GHT

The Kryptonian ship is still parked, |ooking nmenacing as
hel | .

GUARD #1 (prel ap)
What do you think that thing is?

TWO LEXCORP GUARDS are sat off to one side, watching the
shi p, snoking cigarettes.

GUARD #2
(shrugs)
How the hell do | know? Al |
know is we've got to keep it from
wandering of f and--
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The shi ps engine ROARS TO LI FE! The guards can only watch
speechl ess, as the ship TAKES OFF VERTI CALLY, CRASHI NG
through the ceiling and | eaving a gigantic hole.
The two guards | ook at each other in stunned sil ence.

GUARD #1
Shit.

CUT TO
EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- N GHT

Lois and Jimmy are watching the party fromthe sidelines.
Jimry is craning his neck, scanning the faces.

JI MW
She's not here.

Lois I ooks up in interest.

LO S
VWho?

Before Jimmy can answer Cl ark has appeared out of the crowd.

CLARK
There you are.

LA S
Hey. How s Pete?

CLARK
Ner vous.

LA S

He'll be fine.
She notices Jimmy scanning the crowd again.

CLARK
Ji nf?

JI MW
She's not here. Al exis.

LA S
(sighs)
Jimry, if | were you I'd put this
crush of yours out of your m nd
bef ore- -

CLARK
No, he's right.

He quickly scans the crowd hinself, confirns it a nonment
| ater.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
She's not here.

Now even Loi s | ooks concer ned.



100.

LO S
That's odd- -

She's cut of f by DEAFENI NG APPLAUSE as Luthor and Pete
take to the stage - the crowd is treating themlike
conqueri ng her oes.

JI MW
(snappi ng phot os)
He hasn't even won the damm el ection
yet .

LO S
(darkl y)
Gve himtine...

Luthor takes to the mc, regales the crowd with a huge
grin.

LUTHOR
Thank you.
(beat)
Vell, I've prepared two speeches -
all things considered, |I hope |

get the chance to read you the one
in ny left pocket.

A |l augh fromthe crowd.

EXT. METROPCLIS -- N GHT

Ty-Zor's ship cruises slowy through the city.
It parks in MD-AIR over the city.

| NT. KRYPTONIAN SHI P - BRIDGE -- N GHT

Ty-Zor surveys the city with a grim expression.

TY-ZOR
And so it begins.

EXT. METROPOLIS -- N GHT

TI GHT on the underside of the ship as a hatch opens and
sonet hi ng DARK AND MENACI NG descends. .

EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- N GHT
The party is in full sw ng.

Of to one side, Luthor is grilling Mercy and he | ooks
bl oody furi ous.

LUTHOR
What do you nean you don't know
where she is?

ANGLE - CLARK

who is scanning the crowd, |ooking apprehensive. Lois
noti ces.
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LO S
Clark, what is it?

CLARK
Sonet hi ng' s wrong- -

BOOM A HUGE EXPLOSI ON of f-screen - the black night turns
red- -

TY-ZOR (0. S.)
(scream ng)
KAL- EL!
Everyone turns to | ook- -

A G GANTIC FLYING TANK is making it's way through the city.
It takes a potshot at a nearby building - levels it to
rubbl e in seconds.

LA S
My god. ..
TY-ZOR (O.S.)
(scream ng)
KAL- EL!

Everyone | ooks up to see Ty-Zor and a dozen Kryptoni an
warriors flying around the tank.

ON CLARK as his face goes tense, drawn.

ON LUTHOR as his expression mrror's Clark's ... for the
first time Luthor seens to conprehend the power he's
unl eashed.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
(scream ng)
COME QUT AND FI GHT, KAL-EL

Lois | ooks horrified.

LO S
Clark, don't--

She turns to look. Cark is nowhere to be seen.
EXT. METROPOLIS SKIES -- N GHT

Superman FLASHES UP fromthe city, closing in on Ty-Zor
and his cronies at high speed.

EXT. DOMNTOMN METROPOLIS -- N GHT

On the streets PEOPLE RUN SCREAM NG as the gigantic tank
causes carnage- -

BANG A shell CRASHES into the side of a building - rubble
is strewn across the street, FLATTEN NG PEDESTRI ANS- -

Super man appears out of the sky - flashing down to face
t he tank--
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Just as he gets to eye-level, the gigantic gun turns to
face him -

BOOM  The shell catches Superman full in the chest -
sendi ng hi m HURLI NG BACKWARDS- -

CRASH Into a brick wall - cracks appear in all directions -
Superman i s dazed- -

ANGLE - TY-ZOR AND HER- AL

watch froma nearby building. Unenotional. dinical.
ON SUPERVAN
he pulls hinself together - |ooks up to see the tank

readyi ng anot her shell --
_ SUPERVAN
(grim
Ch no you don't--
He FLASHES FORWARD- -
CATCHES THE SHELL IN M D Al R- -
Turns and HURLS I T UP AT Ty-ZOR AND Her-al --!

Her-al ducks, horrified - Ty-Zor never noves; his irises
TURN RED- -

EXPLODI NG the shell in md-air!

Superman and Ty-Zor |ock eyes for just a nonent. Deadl ock.
Two adversaries sizing each other up.

SUPERNMAN ( CONT' D)
You'l | keep.

TY- ZOR
"1l be waiting.

Superman turns and flies back towards the tank.

He flies alongside - is HAILED ON ALL SIDES by fire from
SMALL LASER CANNONS- -

Superman grits his teeth, withstanding it - he gets cl oser--

The turret PIVOTS, the gigantic cannon SMASHI NG i nto
Superman, sending himhurtling to the ground--

He CRASHES, chew ng the pavenent, creating a forty-foot
gouge in the ground--

And he's up on his feet imediately, FLYlI NG BACK t owar ds
t he tank.

ON TY-ZOR AND HER- AL

they watch as Superman gets back into the fight.
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HER- AL
He has resolve, |I'Il give himthat.

Ty-Zor has a | ook of sonething that m ght be approachi ng
respect.

TY- ZOR
| ndeed.

They watch as Superman flies straight up into the sky--

Superman turns, hovers in md-air - |ooks dowm at the giant
tank on the streets bel ow -

Hi s face goes stony. Resolute.

And he flashes down out of the sky. Like a bullet.

SMASH  Straight into the side of the tank and through it.
ON TY-ZOR AND HER- AL

as they watch - inpressed.

ON THE TANK

as it suddenly begins to shudder in it's death throes--

Wthout warning it flies STRAIGHT UP I NTO THE SKY - Ty- Zor
and Her-al watch as it rises--

EXPLODES over the city in a SPECTACULAR FI REBALL
Ty-Zor watches coldly as the fireball recedes - and at the

heart of it we see Superman, unscathed, giving Ty-Zor a
mat chi ng col d | ook.

SUPERMVAN

Was that the best you could do?
TY-ZOR

Oh no. This hasn't even begun

yet .
He raises his hand. All around him a dozen Kryptonian
warriors in full battle dress energe from conceal nent,
weapons dr awn.
Ty-Zor regards Supernman coldly. Draws his sword.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
This is your end, Kal-El.

ON SUPERMAN as we see the horror on his face - nmore than a
dozen opponents, each with all his powers--

But then he goes resolute. He has a job to do.

SUPERNVAN
Bring it on.
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And he flashes down like a bullet - Ty-Zor rockets up to
face him-

Al the Kryptonians take flight--
COLLIDE IN MDAl R--

And the battle begins.

| NT. DAILY PLANET - CTY ROOM -- N GHT

The doors bang open - Lois CHARGES INto find the usual
chaos. Perry | ooks up.

PERRY
Lois, why the hell aren't you at
LexCorp? Florida just called in
favour of Luthor--

LA S
This is nore inportant. W need
to get to the roof. Now.
Sonmething in her tone tells Perry she isn't kidding around.
EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTOP -- NI GHT

Lois, Perry and a huge group of Planet staff enmerge onto
the roof - Perry's eyes go w de.

PERRY
G eat Shades of El vis--

In the skies above the city the battle rages on.

EXT. DOANTOMN METROPOLIS -- NI GHT

The battl e continues.

This is not a battle |ike anything we have seen before.
This is a full-scale war between super-powered opponents.
They're all evenly matched.

And Superman is getting the shit beaten out of him

No sooner does he fight off one opponent than another two
take his pl ace.

No sooner does he score a win then he is pulled back down
into the fight by another villain.

They all have the sanme powers. Superman knows how to use
them better. But he's vastly out nunbered.

They're going to beat it eventually. He knows it. Ty-Zor
knows it.

It's just a matter of tine.
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EXT. LEXCORP TOVER -- NI GHT
Jinmmy energes fromthe front door of the building - the
battle is raging in the skies above him He brings his
canera up, takes pictures |like a man possessed.

JI MW
Cone on, cone on--

Then he hears sonething OS - a human groan of pain. He
turns, sees sonething--

JI MW ( CONT' D)
Ch no. ..

A femal e body Iying on the ground by the front door. Busied
and battered. But still alive.

He rushes to her side, drops down beside her. H's eyes go
w de.

It's Alexis. She's still alive, but only just.
ALEXI S
(weak)
Help ... ne...
EXT. DOMNTOM METROPCOLI S -- N GHT
Superman H TS THE DECK, taking THREE KRYPTONI ANS with him -
| medi ately he's BACK UP, flying back into the nel ee--

He takes a blow to his back; whirls - blasts his opponent
wi th heat vision--

He fixates on Ty-Zor. Who is now not taking part.
He's watching fromthe sidelines. GObserving. Cold.
EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- N GHT

The party at nosphere has vani shed conpl etely, replaced by
borderline panic.

Luthor, Pete, Harlin and Mercy are all in the mddle of
it.

HARLI N
M Luthor, we need to get you inside--

LUTHOR
No!

He takes a step forward. Eyes fixed on the gigantic aerial
brawl taking place in front of us. Awed. Transfixed.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| have to see this.

Pete and Harlin exchange gl ances- -
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And then a HORRI FI ED SCREAM goes up from anong the
partygoers - everyone turns to | ook.

JIMW (O S.)
| "' m gonna need sone hel p here!

Everyone | ooks - Luthor's jaw drops--

Jimry is energing into the plaza. Holding Alexis' bloodied
body in his arns.

LUTHOR
ALEXI S!

And we've never seen enotion like this from Lex Luthor
before. He RUSHES down to his daughter's side as Jimy
gently | owers her to the ground.

Pete on his cell-phone in the background- -

PETE
W' re gonna need an anbul ance ri ght
now LexCorp plaza--

Luthor is frantic beside Alexis - her eyes flutter open.

ALEXI S
(weak)
Da ... daddy...

LUTHOR
(frantic)
It's alright, it's alright, help
is on the way, it's alright...

She grabs his hand - | ooks deep into his eyes. This is
taking all her efforts, but she has to tell him..
ALEXI S
(weak)
Ty-Zor. ..
And she sl unps back. Unconscious. But still alive.

MEDI CS rush onto the scene - they attend Al exis, checking
her vitals, getting her on a stretcher.

Lut hor gets to his feet.

And we've never seen himnore furious than he is right
now.

EXT. DOMNTOM METROPOLI'S -- N GHT
SMASH  Superman hits the ground hard.

PULL BACK to reveal Superman lying at the base of a gigantic
crater caved into the road.

He | ooks up to see one of the Kryptonians - TAZA - stood
at the edge of the pit, watching himw th a | ook of
cont enpt .
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TAZA
Just as Ty-Zor said - you are weak.
You are a coward. You have no
right to wear that synbol on your
chest.

Superman struggles to hit feet - he's hurt badly, we can
see that fromhis body | anguage. But he ain't giving up.

TAZA ( CONT' D)
Gve into the inevitable. Your
death will be a quick one.

SUPERNMAN
Never .

He | aunches hinself STRAI GHT AT TAZA - the fight goes back
to the skies.

ON TY-ZOR AND HER- AL
as they continue to watch the battle.

HER- AL
Wiy does he fight on?

Ty-Zor says nothing - he's watching the battle, transfixed/
HER- AL ( CONT' D)
He nmust know his death is
i nevitable, but he still fights.
ON SUPERVAN
as a huge piece of masonry falls fromthe side of a building--

He rolls and dives - SNAGS t he huge chunk, seconds away
fromflattening two PEDESTRI ANS

SUPERVAN
Get out of here, it isn't safel

The pedestrians leg it.
ON TY-ZOR AND HER- AL

Ty- Zor gives Superman a | ook of sonething approaching
respect .

TY- ZOR

He's not fighting for hinself.
HER- AL

What ?
TY- ZOR

He's fighting for them

Her-al | ooks down - sees the people on the streets staring
up at Superman. WIling himto continue.

Hope in their eyes.
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TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
To these people he's a hero.

(beat)
And he's going to die defending
t hem
HER- AL
My | ord- -

He | ooks at Ty-Zor - sees the | ook of respect on Ty-Zor's
face.

EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- N GHT

Alexis is |oaded into the back of an anbul ance. Luthor
wat ches as she's driven off, his face cold and angry.

He takes a |l ook up at the aerial battle taking place above
him then grabs his phone.

LUTHOR
(i nto phone)
Strike Team this is Luthor.
(grim
Green light.
EXT. DAI LY PLANET ROOFTOP -- NI GHT

Perry, Lois and the rest of the Planet staff continue to
watch the battle in horror.

LA S
(angui shed)
They're killing him

A young REPORTER rushes onto the scene.

REPORTER
M Wite--

PERRY
Not nowl

REPORTER

Sir - you really need to see this.
He thrusts a piece of paper into Perry's hand.
Perry takes a |l ook and his face falls.
EXT. DOMNTOM METROPCLI S -- N GHT

Superman is now at the end of his tether - two, three,
FOUR crunching blows smash into him..

He falls fromthe sky and crashes onto the pavenent. He
can't get up

TY-ZOR
Time to end this.
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He flies down - |ands beside Superman. Superman tries to
bring Ty-Zor into focus as he draws his sword.
SUPERMVAN
Ty-Zor. ..
TY- ZOR
You' ve fought well, Kal-El ... you
have earned a death at ny hands.
(beat)
"1l make it quick. You' ve earned
t hat much.

He brings his sword up--

BOOM  Sonet hi ng EXPLODES over head- - !
EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTOP -- N GHT
Lois and Perry wat ch, unconprehendi ng.

LA S
VWhat the--?

EXT. DOMNTOM METROPOLIS -- N GHT
Super man and Ty-Zor | ook up - Ty-Zor's face contorts--

TY-ZOR
No. .

LEXFLI GHT ATTACK CHOPPERS are descending into the plaza.

CHOPPER PI LOT (O S.)
Base Canp, this is LexFlight one.

I NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT
Lut hor is watching fromhis w ndow.

CHOPPER PI LOT (O . S.)
Do we have your approval to proceed?

A noment before Luthor answers ... then--
LUTHOR
You have ny approval. Wpe them
out .

EXT. DOMNTOM METROPOLIS -- N GHT
The choppers go into battle - the Kryptonians attack back- -

BOOM M ssiles are launches - two, three Kryptonians drop
like flies. The air is filled with a green gl ow.

TY-ZOR
The green death..

SUPERNVAN
Kryptonite
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Ty-Zor's face contorts in fury.

TY-ZOR
NO !

And he | aunches hinself upwards into the battle--
| NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT

The battle continues - a green glow fills the air.
Lut hor wat ches, grimfaced.

EXT. DOMNTOM METROPCLI S -- N GHT

It's a massacre.

The choppers go into battle--

Ty-Zor can only watch as his forces are pelted with
Kryptonite m ssels .

Al'l around himthe Kryptonian warriors are dropping |ike
flies.

EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTOP -- N GHT

Lois and Perry watch as the sky turns green.

There are no words to describe what this |ooks Iike.
EXT. DOMNTOM METROPCLI S -- N GHT

Her-al downs a LexFlight chopper - two nore pelt himwth
m ssi | es- -

TY-ZOR
NO !

He can only watch as his lieutenant falls fromthe sky.
Superman struggles to his feet. He |ooks up--

TELESCOPI C - he sees the Daily Planet building. Sees Lois
stood on the roof.

And he takes off, heading for the roof of the Planet.
EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTCOP -- NI GHT

Everyone STEPS BACK as Superman cones into |and, rather
awkwar dl y.

PERRY
(yelling to crowd)
Everyone back! G ve himsonme room

Everyone shuffles back slightly as Lois drops down beside
Superman. He | ooks up, focuses on her face.

SUPERVAN
Hi .
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He's still alive, and everything we ever needed to know
about Lois is witten all over her face.

LA S
(trying not to cry)
Hi .
I NT. LUTHOR S OFFICE -- N GHT

Lut hor watches coldly as the choppers nmop up the remaining
Krypt oni ans.

A tap at the door - Luthor doesn't |ook up as Harlin enters.

HARLI N
M Lut hor.

Lut hor doesn't reply.

HARLI N ( CONT' D)
Sir?

Luthor jars out of his thoughts, turning back to face
Harlin.

LUTHOR
Yes, sorry M Harlin. Wat is it?

Harlin's usually inpassive face breaks into a huge smile
EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTOP -- NI GHT
Superman struggles up into a sitting position.

LA S
Easy, take it easy--

SUPERMVAN
"1l be alright ... | just need a
nonent . ..

(grins)
This is officially the worst night
of ny life.

LA S

(surprised)
You heard?

SUPERNMAN
Heard what ?

LA S
You haven't heard?

SUPERVAN
Loi s!

LA S
The final results are in.

A long beat - and Superman gets it.
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SUPERNMAN
You nmean...?

LA S
| mean he won.

I NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- N GHT

Luthor is sat behind his desk, his expression conpletely
unr eadabl e.

LOS (V.0)
Lex Luthor is President of the
Uni ted St ates.
EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTOP -- NI GHT
On Superman and Lois as they take this in.

SUPERMVAN
Oh boy. ..

And at that nonent a sound rips through the night air -
they all | ook up--

To see Ty-Zor's ship making it's way across the city.
| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - BRIDGE -- N GHT

Ty-Zor pilots solo, his expression unreadable.

EXT. DAILY PLANET ROOFTCOP -- N GHT

Super man struggl es back to his feet.

LA S
No!

SUPERNVAN
No, I'malright.

He gives her an honest | ook.

SUPERMAN ( CONT' D)
|"ve got to do this. |'ve got to
see this through to the end.

Loi s nods once, understandi ng.

LA S
Go and get him

Superman smles as he takes flight.
EXT. METROPCLIS -- N GHT

Ty-Zor's ship continues to make it's way across the city.
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| NT. KRYPTONI AN SHI P - BRI DGE -- N GHT

Ty-Zor pilots the ship. H's novenents are slow and
sl uggi sh, |ike sonmeone having to concentrate to perform
even basic tasks.

BOOM He | ooks up as the door bursts open and Superman
strides in--

TY-ZOR
St ay back

Super man stops dead - horror on his face.

SUPERVAN
My CGod. .

A huge chunk of active Kryptonite is enbedded in Ty-Zor's
si de!

Ty-Zor manages a weak sm | e.

TY- ZOR
My tinme has cone, obviously. Now
only one thing remains.

He hits a switch.

SUPERMAN
What have you done?

TY- ZOR
Activated the self destruct. |
don't want the technology of this
ship falling into Luthor's hands.

SUPERMAN
Lex Luthor? He's the one who
br ought you here?

TY-ZOR
He betrayed ne.
(of f | oo0k)

| see you are not surprised.

SUPERNVAN
Not really, no.

Ty-Zor turns in his chair, stands to face Superman. The
Kryptonite poisoning is turning his face green - he hasn't
got long left.

TY- ZOR
You fought with honour. In another
life - had things been different -
| m ght have called you friend,
son of Jor-Hl

SUPERMAN
This doesn't have to be the end.
| can get you to a hospital--
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Ty-Zor waves this away with one hand.

TY- ZOR
Better to be a warrior and die on
nmy feet.

He gives Superman a | ook of respect.

TY-ZOR ( CONT' D)
You fought well on behalf of this
world, Kal-El. But this is just
t he begi nni ng.

It takes Superman a nonent to register this--

SUPERMAN
What are you saying--?

BEEP! Sonet hing on the control panel turns red--

TY-ZOR
Go!'  Nowl

And Supernman doesn't have a choice - he shoots STRAI GHT UP- -
EXT. METROPOLIS -- N GHT

Super man rockets straight up into the heavens as Ty-Zor's
shi p EXPLODES- -!

A huge fireball appears above the city ... which then
| MPLODES t o not hi ng.

Super man hovers above the city in silence. Everything is
silent.

He | ooks down - catches sight of the Daily Planet. Lois
is still standing on the roof.

She raises a hand to him

He rai ses his back.

Then he turns and rockets across the city.
EXT. LEXCORP PLAZA ONE -- N GHT

And the party is in full swing again. Coloured streaners
flow through the air. Chanpagne flows |ike water.

Cat adresses her canera.

CAT
Just nonents ago, in the aftermath
of Superman's defeat of the invading
forces, New York called in favour
of Luthor and Ross. Yes Ted, it's
now O ficial - Lex Luthor is the
new President of the United States,
and here in Metropolis the party
is set to continue long into the
ni ght. ..
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Lut hor emerges onto the bal cony to THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE.
Pet e appears beside him hands hi ma chanpagne gl ass.

PETE
W didit, Lex.

They clink glasses. A small smle breaks Luthor's grim
expr essi on.

LUTHOR
Yes we did.

BYSTANDER
Look!

Everyone | ooks - Superman is descending fromthe heavens
into the mddle of the plaza.

Everyone JUWPS BACK to give himroomto land. Hi s eyes
meet Luthor's - cold fire blazing in his blue eyes. He
wal ks up the steps to the podi um

It's deathly silence. You could hear a pin drop. The
at nosphere is tense as hell for a few second. Then:

LUTHOR
Super man.

SUPERMVAN
| just wanted to say...

He | ooks as though he's about to rip Luthor in half - but
he doesn't. He holds his hand out.

SUPERVAN ( CONT' D)
Congratul ati ons, M President.

Lut hor takes the hand and shakes it. And the crowd goes
wil d.

From the | ook that passes between Superman and Luthor we
know t hat neither one of themis happy about this.

And we PAN AVAY fromthem across the party as we:
CUT TO BLACK

FADE TGO
| NT. HOSPI TAL WARD - - DAY

Alexis is lying asleep in bed, hooked up to endl ess nedi cal
gear. Luthor is sat nearby, holding her hand.

Suddenly her hand squeezes his - he looks up intinme to
see her eyes open.

ALEXI S
Hey.
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LUTHOR
(sml es)
Hey.

ALEXI S
| hear congratul ations are in order.

LUTHOR
Sonmet hing |ike that.

He leans in close to her.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| don't want you worryi ng about
any of this. You just concentrate
on getting better, OK? The doctors
say you're going to be just fine.

Al exi s doesn't answer for a | ong nonent.

ALEXI S
Ty- Zor ?

LUTHOR
Dead.

Al exis gives her father a hard | ook.
ALEXI S
Do you think this is the end of
it?

Lut hor doesn't answer - but the | ook on his face says
ever yt hi ng.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR -- DAY
Jimry is sat on a bench outside.

He | ooks up as the door opens and Luthor energes. Jimmy
junps to his feet.

JI MW
M President.

LUTHOR
M d sen.

JI MW
s she alright?

LUTHOR
She will be.

He gives Jimy an honest, man-to-nman | ook.
LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
You saved ny daughter's life, M

Osen. | won't forget that. Not
ever.

He hol ds out hi s hand.
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LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
I"min your debt, Sir.

Jimmy is thunderstruck - he shakes Luthor's hand.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| f you ever need anything, cone to
ne.

And he turns and wal ks off down the corridor. Jimmy can't
bel i eve what just happened.

He turns and | ooks in through the window. Alexis sees him
| ooking. She smles and waves. He waves back.

EXT. LEXCORP TOAER -- DAY
Just to establish.
| NT. LUTHOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

Lut hor enters, pours hinself a stiff drink. After a nonent
he sm | es.

LUTHOR
|"d invite you in for a drink, but
sonething tells me you' d say no.

He turns and | ooks. Superman is hovering outside the
wi ndow. Luthor nmakes a hand gesture and the w ndow opens.
Super man wal ks i n.

SUPERNVAN
"1l pass.

LUTHOR
| thought as nuch.

There's an odd nonent. The two nen seemto be sizing each
ot her up.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
| seemto have nade a grave m st ake,
and it nearly cost ne dearly. |
didn't know how dearly until...

He breaks off, | ooks away.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
"Il admt | was wong. That's
not sonething you'll hear fromne
very often. | nade a m stake and
my daughter nearly paid for it
with her life. |1 won't |let that
happen agai n.

He | ooks Superman in the eye.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
As much as you and | may not |ike
each other, Superman ... we are

( MORE)
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LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
each in each other's debt. There
is a truce between us now.

He hol ds out a hand.

LUTHOR ( CONT' D)
To a fresh start?

But Supernman pointedly doesn't shake it.

SUPERNVAN
No t hank you.

He gives Luthor a hard | ook.

SUPERMAN ( CONT' D)
Because this whol e ness was your
fault. You brought Ty-Zor here.
You t hought you could control him
and you were wong. You daughter
nearly died, yes, but countless
others lost their Iives when Ty-
Zor went into battle against ne.
| tried to save as many as | could -
but their blood is on your hands.
Yours. Not m ne.

He takes a step back.

SUPERVAN ( CONT' D)
Ty-Zor m ght be dead, but you know
this isn't the end of it, don't
you?

LUTHOR
(nods sadly)
| know. There will be nore to
cone.

SUPERNVAN
And 1'lIl be here when it does.
(gives hima | ook)
And so will you. Think about that,
M President.

And Superman turns and flies off, |eaving Luthor behind,
pondering his thoughts. Because he knows Superman's right.

I NT. DAILY PLANET - CITY ROOM -- DAY

CLOSE on a headline - "Superman triunphs as Luthor w ns
Presi dency!"

PERRY (prel ap)
Al right people, let's nove!

GENERAL P. O V.

The usual commotion of the Daily Planet. Perry stands
addressing the troops.



PERRY ( CONT' D)
W' ve got a brand new President,

SO you've got no excuse for sitting

around - find me sone stories!
Junp to it!
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And we're back to the usual commbtion. Lois races across
the city room buttonholes d ark.

Lois reaches up and ki sses himon the cheek.

LA S
Hey.

CLARK
Hey.

around, slightly shifty.

CLARK ( CONT' D)
Think that's a good idea?

LA S
(shrugs)
| don't care who knows. Not any
nor e.
(l owers her voice)
How was Lex?

CLARK
(l owers voice to
mat ch)
About what you expect. He knows
he created this ness, and now he
knows he's going to have to dea
withit.

An awkwar d nonent.

They both

LA S
Still - we've got sone tine yet,
right?
CLARK
(grins)
Ri ght .
LA S

Di nner tonight? M place.

CLARK
What, you're going to cook?

LA S
Don't push your luck, farm boy.

| augh.

CLARK
Di nner sounds great.

LA S
My place at about eight?

C ark | ooks
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CLARK
Sure. ..

He trails off, |ooking at sonmething off-screen. Lois takes
a look - on the TV screen a news report is running. "Forest
Fire in Central Anmerica."

CLARK ( CONT' D)
Ni ne?

Lois smles and shrugs.

LA S
Ni ne works for me.

Clark turns and heads for the elevator. The lift closes
behi nd him

EXT. METROPOLI S -- DAY

Superman rises up fromthe Daily Planet, vanishes into the
sky. ..

And we pan upwards into the white clouds and the darkness
of space beyond as we...

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. SPACE
Bl ackness. Nothing for a nonment.

Then a snmall|l spaceship noves into frame. Then anot her.
And anot her.

And we PULL BACK to reveal the G GANTI C ARVADA we saw
| eavi ng Krypton earlier.

I NT. KATA-ZOR' S SHIP - BRIG

Kat a- Zor strides in. In the background we can just make
out the shape of a man, sat in one of the cells.

KATA- ZOR
My son i s dead.

He sits down on a bench.

KATA- ZOR ( CONT' D)
We got the self-destruct signa
fromhis ship. Ty-Zor has died
killed by Kal -El.

He turns to face the man in the cell.

KATA- ZOR ( CONT' D)
There will have to be war for this.
You know that, don't you?
(Il ong beat)
Earth will fall, and becone the
new sanctuary for our people..
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The man in the cell noves - his face cones into the |ight--
KATA- ZOR ( CONT' D)
élnd it wll all be your doing, Jor-
JOR-EL gives Kata-Zor a | ook of absolute defiance as we...
FADE QOUT.
CREDI TS.

THE END.
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