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FADE | N:

EXT. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FLORI DA - BASE FACI LITY - DAY

STOCK FOOTAGE of the vehicle assenbly building. A roller
coaster-like track exits one side then curves into the sky and
gradual |y tapers to nothing.

An ANNOUNCER del ivers a spiel |like a 1930s newsr eel

ANNOUNCER (V. Q.)
Anchor Station, Florida... ground
floor for the world's first
el evator to the stars.

| NSERT CHEAP ANI MATI ON
of the elevator and rail as an obnoxi ous announcer speaks.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Vertical high-speed elevators, or
lifts for you Brits and Aussies..
eh, you all sound alike to ne.
Anyway, the elevators will trave
up and down the track on a nmagnetic
field. They will dramatically
| oner the cost of sending
astronauts and their equi pnent
into space. Project |ead General
Janmes Thonpkins had this to say.

| NT. BASE FACI LITY - CONTROL ROOM - DAY

A huge room Reporters cluster in an open area between a bank
of consol es and a huge projection screen TV agai nst the opposite
wall. The TV shows the building exterior and the track.

CEN. JAMES THOWPKI NS (54), tall, thin, and dignified in his
Air Force uniform smles triunphantly into a news canera.

CAMERA POV
He notions excitedly like a winning sports team coach.

THOMPKI NS
This is not just an Anerican
achi evenent, but one for our
Commonweal th partners as well.
The age of exploration has returned
wth this, the first |aunch of
the elevator to the stars



EXT. SPACE - CONTI NUCUS

A mushroom shaped space station floats over Florida. The
el evator track extends fromthe station's "stent and tapers to
not hing in the atnosphere.

| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
Cluttered with CRT screens, consoles, and a dot-matrix printer.

Maj or NORMAN HI SCOCK (45), thin and gangly in blue coveralls
with a union jack on his shoulder, floats in zero-g over a
console. He sips tea froma squeeze bottle as several drops
float around him He quickly SLURPS them out of the air.

Maj or ANDREWW GA NS (40), fit and trimin blue coveralls with
an Australian flag on his shoulder, "flies" past a huge picture
wi ndow showi ng an enpty docki ng bay.

W GG NS
Oy. One o' these days, you're
gonna m ss and play bl oddy 'el
keepin" your tea outta the
el ectrical goodies. The general
wll throw a wobbly when you do.

HI SCOCK
Thr ow a what ?

Bef ore Wggi ns can answer, Mjor DUNCAN WEBBER (40), beefy in
coveralls with a Canadian flag on his shoulder, flies in |ike
a parachutist |landing and floats over to the other two.

WEBBER
He neans "go mad."

H scock nods in understandi ng as Col onel WADE JOHNSON (45),
tall and fit in blue coveralls sporting an Anerican flag on
hi s shoul der, enters.

JOHNSON
(sout hern draw )
Wo's mad? Is the linmey fixin'
to throw a hissy fit?

Hi scock's sm | e disappears as he glares at Johnson.

V\EBBER
No, sir. He neans the General
will "blow a gasket."

JOHNSON

Ah, you nean he'd be pissed.



H SCOCK
(puzzl ed)
| nt oxi cat ed?

Webber pinches the bridge of his nose and takes a breath.
WEBBER

W ggi ns, where's Davies? The
el evator is about to | aunch.

Maj or MARTI N DAVI ES (40), short and thin in blue coveralls
with a New Zeal and flag on his shoulder, floats in.

DAVI ES
Here. W 'ave an Angus anobng us?

Al heads turn to Davi es.

GROUP
No!
DAVI ES
Yeah nah, bros... just askin'.
Johnson nods to Wbber.
JOHNSON

G ve ne a thunbs up when
everybodys' ready, Duncan.

Webber | ooks around the group as each signs "ready."

WEBBER
We're ready, sir.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Thompki ns picks up a bul ky 1960s-styl e headset-m crophone and
makes a show of putting it on.

| NT. ENCKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS

There is a burst of STATIC and Johnson reaches for a consol e.
He slips on an old ear-piece/mcrophone and flips a swtch.

JOHNSON
Say again, ground control.

W GE NS

(1ow)
To Maj or Tom



Several suppressed giggles as Wbber notions for silence.
More STATIC, then Thonpkins' voice cones in clear.

THOWMPKI NS (V. O.)
G ound control to Enoki Station.

JOHNSON
Roger, ground control. W read
you lima-charlie.

THOWKPI NS (V. Q)
Wade, we are one minute to | aunch
Anyt hi ng quick to say.

Johnson pauses for a nonent, then he beans.

JOHNSON
| just want to say to our Russian
and Chi nese counterparts... up

your comm e asses! W w n again,
you bast ar ds!

The astronauts stare in shock. Johnson |ooks around and sml es
like a university student that just pulled an epic prank.

THOWVPKI NS (V. O.)

Unh... thank you, Enoki Station.
Stand by for |aunch.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUQUS
Thonpki ns covers the nout hpiece and nmurnurs to a fl unky.
THOWKI NS
Remind ne to fry Johnson's nuts
over a slow fire when he gets
back.

The flunky nods and wites on a notepad.

| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
Everybody works their consol es as VO CE begi ns the count down.
VO CE (V.0QO)
Fifteen... fourteen... magnetic
field at ninety percent...
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) Thonki ns, the engineers, and the assenbled reporters
nervously wait as voi ce DRONES on.



B) The crowd of people outside the facility shifts restlessly.

C) A janitor wearing headphones plays air guitar in an enpty
hal | way.

| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
The astronauts calmy nonitor their consoles as voi ce concl udes.

VO CE (V.0Q0)
Three... two... one.

EXT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

There is a WHUMP as a wi ndow ess magl ev-train | ooking vehicle
zi ps out of the building and skyward with a BUZZI NG WHI NE
The crowd erupts into cheers.

VO CE (V.0QO)
We have lift off for the first
| aunch of the space el evator

| NT. ENCKI STATI ON - CONTI NUOUS
H scock whoops.

H SCOCK
Here it cones, | ads.

The astronauts cheer.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

The engi neers hoot and holler as the news caneras focus on the
TV showi ng the |l aunch. Thonpkins visibly sweats.

THOVPKI NS
(low to the flunky)
My ass is puckering so hard,
could shit dianmonds. Just a few
nmore mnutes and we're cl ear.

| NSERT CONSOLE SCREEN

The screen shows an ol d-fashi oned anal og, col or-coded
speedoneter. The needl e edges past YELLOWtowards RED



BACK TO SCENE

Chi ef engi neer MARTI N GARVEY | aughs at sonet hi ng soneone says
as he glances at the console screen. A soft, squeaky whi nper
escapes his lips and he frantically taps at a keyboard.

| NSERT CONSOLE SCREEN

A large flashing red square appears wth the word "warning."
| medi ately after, the word "nute" appears above it.

BACK TO SCENE

There is a short, loud CH RP, cut off by a BEEP. Several
reporters turn to Garvey, who smles sheepishly and returns to
typing. Thonpkins notices Garvey and hurries over.

THOVPKI NS ( CONT' D)
(1ow)
What the hell is wong wth you?

Garvey points surreptitiously at the nmonitor. Thonpkins reads
it at a gl ance.

GARVEY
It's going full throttle. The
field s working off stored power,
so |l can't even turn it off.

THOMPKI NS
Can't you use the manual override?

GARVEY
Someone has to be on-board to
manual |y override the controls.
| guess we shoul d have sent up a
nonkey afterall.

Thompki ns right eye tics.

| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
The astronauts gather around H scock in stunned sil ence.

JOHNSON
Wah?

HI SCOCK
It's a runaway lift, eh, elevator.

DAVI ES
Not even!



W GG NS
VWhat kin we do?

VEEBBER
Nothin'... we're hosed.

EXT. ATMOSPHERE - CONTI NUQUS

The el evator punches through clouds as it races upward.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Everybody focuses on the shaky, fuzzy inmage of the el evator on
the TV. The reporters don't notice Garvey turning pale.
| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
The astronauts watch nervously.

HI SCOCK

Thirty-five seconds.

EXT. UPPER ATMOSPHERE - CONTI NUOUS

The sky shifts to black as the el evator races towards Enoki.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

The TV nmesnerizes Thonpkins. Garvey bites on a knuckl e.

| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
W ggi ns squeezes his eyes shut, then cracks one slightly open
like a kid watching a scary scene in a novie. The rest of the
astronauts focus on their screens as the printer CLATTERS.
HI SCOCK
Brace yourselves, gents. Here it
cones.

The astronauts hurriedly brace thensel ves agai nst consol es,
wal I s, and ot her objects.

EXT. SPACE - CONTI NUCUS

The el evator races towards Enoki .



| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Garvey turns away with a whinper. Thonpkins spins him around.
THOMPKI NS

No. Watch what you norons caused.
| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
Davi es crosses hinmself while Wggins | ooks around for a hiding
spot. Johnson pulls a flask out of a pocket and takes a | ong
pull. Hiscock snatches the flask and enpties it. Wbber
snatches the flask, upends and shakes it in irritation.

EXT. SPACE - CONTI NUCUS

The el evator train races into Enoki's "stem"

| NT. ENCKI STATION - DOCKI NG BAY - CONTI NUQUS

The el evator zips through and SMASHES out of the top of the
station, leaving a |large hole.

EXT. SPACE - CONTI NUOUS

The el evator rapidly FADES into space.

| NT. ENCKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS

The astronauts bounce around as the entire station shakes.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Thompki ns | eans cl ose and nutters to Garvey.

THOWPKI NS
Vel | ?

Garvey sweats profusely as he frantically works the keyboard.
GARVEY
Too soon to know.
| NT. ENCKI STATI ON - CONTI NUQUS

The shuddering subsides as the astronauts rush to the big
w ndow. They strain to |ook up into the docking bay ceiling.



JOHNSON
Aw, shit!

HI SCOCK
Bl oody hel I'!

VEBBER
Brut al !

W GG NS
Crikey!

DAVI ES
Bugga!

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS
Thonmpki ns el bows Garvey and notions to the consol e.

THOMPKI NS
Mut e the over head speakers.

| NT. ENCKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS

The astronauts stare through the wi ndow in fascination as STATIC
bl ares. Johnson jerks and spins towards the radi o consol e.

JOHNSON
Enoki stati on. Send it.

THOMPKI NS (V. O.)
(1 ow)

Status report.

JOHNSON
W have a huge-ass hole in our
roof, sir. Wat the hell do you
think our status is?

SI LENCE as Johnson taps his forehead, thinking hard.

THOWPKI NS (V. Q)
You're alive... that's good.
What's the station |ike?

Johnson snaps his fingers in an "a-ha" nonent.

JOHNSON
We're fine. Look, | just thought
how to pull your asses out of the
sling you created. Put nme on
speaker and play al ong.



10.

Johnson flips a switch and points a finger at Wggins.

JOHNSON ( CONT' D)
VWere the hell is that el evator
headed? The npon? Venus? Where?

W ggi ns kicks towards a console and collides wth the wall
next toit. He shakes it off and hurriedly taps keys.

THOWPKI NS (V. O.)
Enoki station. The world is
waiting to hear how it went.

Johnson smles as he | ooks at each astronaut in turn.

JOHNSON
Hey, y'all... watch this.

Johnson flips the swtch.

| NT. BASE FACI LI TY - CONTI NUOUS

The reporters and engineers hold their breath. Garvey w pes
his sweaty forehead with a sleeve. Thonpkins fidgets slightly.

JOHNSON (V. Q)
Ground control, we have successf ul
| aunches for both the el evator
and the payload | aunch as well.
It's on-track to... Mars. Yes,
will arrive Mars base site in
about twenty-two nonths. Over.

The reporters give a rousing cheer as the engineers | ook at
each other in conplete confusion. Thonpkins smles and waves
at a couple of reporters as he | eans over to Garvey.

THOMPKI NS
VWhat the hell is he tal king about?
GARVEY
(smling)

Genius. He just pretended we did
that as part of a launch to a
make- bel i eve Mars base..

JOHNSON (V. Q)
We take the lead in colonizing
Mars. So, to nmy Russian and
Chi nese counterparts... suck it!

Thonpkins fake smles as nmakes his way to the sea of reporters.



11.

| NT. ENOKI STATI ON - CONTI NUCUS
Johnson and the other astronauts breathe sighs of relief.

VEBBER
Damm. That was qui ck thi nking.

HI SCOCK
That was the dog's bollocks, sir.

JOHNSON
Thanks. The comm es think we
just sent a payload to Mars.
They' || scranble to |aunch their
own ni ssions as soon as possi bl e.
Now, how | ong do we have before
supplies run out? The first |aunch
was supposed to bring us chow.

Webber sm | es sheepishly.

VEBBER
Actually, sir, | have been paddi ng
the supply rocket runs. W have
pl enty of food and water. The
first elevator ride was bringing
us cases of beer to celebrate.

There is a chorus of groans.

W GG NS
You bl oody wanker!

Johnson shrugs and sm | es.

JOHNSON
It's okay. We're alive.
Besides... it was probably sone

of your Canadi an npose pi ss anyway.
FADE OUT:
THE END
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