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FADE | N:

I NT. DR FENSTEMACHER S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

At the bottom of the screen are nonentarily but prom nently
fl ashed the words, “Lycom ng County GCeneral Hospital:
Novenber 1978”

The office of WLLIAM FENSTEMACHER M D. in the psychiatric
ward of Lycom ng County General Hospital. Five people are
gathered for a comm tnent hearing. They are: DR FENSTEMACHER
- Atall man with a bushy red noustache and an i nposi ng head
of matching, unruly red hair. He is snoking a pipe., JEFF
CUTLER - The subject of the hearing, Jeff is obviously very

di stracted. He keeps tapping his finger. Jeff is 20 vyears
old, dressed in a Van Halen t-shirt and torn jeans with | ong
di shevel ed hair and wire rimglasses; DEBBI E BONERS - The
representative for the county. She's like the district
attorney in a court case. She is an attractive worman in her
late 20's; EARL BEEVERS - Jeff’s attorney. He is a rotund,
good natured man in his late 30's with a bad haircut and
cowboy boots; LENNY CUTLER - Jeff’'s father. Lenny is in his
early fifties. He is balding but has the air of man who has
run his own business for years. The HONORABLE CHARLES SEYMOUR
- H's in his early 70's. He's tall with white hair. He's
dressed in street clothes, which is the procedure for
conmi t ment hearings.

The office is badly Iit and | ooks way too small for the
gathering that is currently taking place. Judge Seynour is
sitting on a large, overstuffed brown |eather chair. Earl and
Jeff are sitting on a black, |eather couch. Lenny, Dr.

Fenst emacher and Debbie are sitting on folding chairs.

Lenny is holding Jeff’s hand. Judge Seynour shuffles sone
papers and | ooks up from his work.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
Wul d counsel |ike to add anything
before I make ny final decision?

EARL
No t hank you, Your Honor.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
Ms. Fensterwal d?

DEBBI E
Lycom ng County is satisfied, your
honor .



JUDGE SEYMOUR
Jeff do you understand everything
t hat was said here today?

Jeff | ooks down to the fl oor.

EARL
Yes he does.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
I"d like Jeff to answer. If you
don’t mnd, Earl.

JEFF
| do Judge.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
Son, 1’ve heard sone things today
t hat concern ne. Stories about how
you | ose your tenper around your
parents. Going up to tota
strangers and spouting total
nonsense. You' re |ucky one of them
didn’t bash you in the nose, or
Wor se.

LENNY
That’ s what | keep telling him

JUDGE SEYMOUR
If you don't mind M. Cutler.
You' ve had your say. Now let ne
have m ne

LENNY
Sorry, Your Honor.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
Now for the other stuff. I talk to
ny dogs nyself. | have three of
them A Schnauzer, a Pomerani an,
and a nmutt. Dogs need constant
talking to. O course, |’ mnot
usual | y buck naked and hi gh on
wacky weed at the tine.

They | augh politely.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
(conti nued)
O course | wasn't half naked and
hi gh on wacky weed at the tine.
( MORE)



JUDGE SEYMOUR( cont ' d)

Dr. Fenstemacher, just one thing
before I make ny final decision. |
assunme you have a long-term
facility in mnd for Jeff?

LENNY
| spoke to Dr. Kaplan at The
Pennypacker Institute in
Phi | adel phi a.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
Fine facility.

DR FENSTEMACHER
| al so had occasion to speak with
Dr. Kaplan this norning. They're
hol di ng a bed for himpendi ng your
findi ngs Your Honor.

JUDGE SEYMOUR
Very well. Jeffrey Cutler you are
her eby ordered to undergo
psychiatric treatment for no | ess
t han 90 days. Young man, in a
couple of years | want to see you
back in school with at |east 2
girlfriends and anot her one on the
side. This court is adjourned.

Judge Seynour stands up.

LENNY
We're going to get you help Jeff.

Lenny squeezes Jeff’s shoul der.

EXT. LYCOM NG COUNTY GENERAL HOSPI TAL - DAY

Paranedi cs are carrying Jeff in a stretcher out of a side
entrance. Lenny and Dr. Fenstemacher follow right behind.

LENNY
I s an anbul ance absol utely
necessary?

DR. FENSTEMACHER
Sorry, M. Cutler, it’s the | aw
Wienever we transport court
conmtted patients we are required
to use an anbul ance.



PARANVEDI C
Don't worry, M. Cutler. W’ ve done
this a thousand tines.

PARAVEDI C TWO
Don’t worry about it. W' Il take
good care of your boy.

Jeff is heavily nmedicated. He nmunbl es unintelligibly.

LENNY
Jeff’'s nom baked hi m some cooki es.
(holds up a plastic bag)
Can he have thent

DR FENSTEMACHER
(to paranedics)
Wiy don’t you take them fellas?
Jeff can have sone when he wakes

up.

PARANVEDI C
X doc.

Par amedi cs cl ose doors of the anbul ance. They get in and
drive away. Lenny gets into his car, a Buick LeSabre, and
follows them

EXT. PENNYPACKER | NSTI TUTE - DAY

The Pennypacker Institute is a huge conpl ex made up of

several different buildings, nost of theminterconnected by a
network of extensions. The main building is a giant, majestic
stone structure dating back to the Revolutionary War. The
anbul ance pulls up to the entrance. DOCTOR MORRI S KAPLAN, a
dark haired man in his early 40's with a chisel ed physique
and a tweed jacket, walks up to the driver’s side.

DR KAPLAN
(to paranedic)
Wl come to Pennypacker, fellas.

PARAMEDI C
Pl eased to neet you, Dr. Kapl an.

Lenny wal ks into view
DR KAPLAN
You nmust be M. Cutler. W spoke
earlier on the phone.

Lenny extends his hand.



LENNY
Pl eased to neet you, Dr. Kapl an.
This place is nicer than |
expect ed.

DR, KAPLAN
Ve like it.

The paranedi cs take Jeff out of the anbul ance.

PARANVEDI C
Where do you want hinf

DR KAPLAN
Just put himin the | obby for now

At that nmoment a fairly attractive young |lady wal ks by in a
tennis outfit.

ELAI NE
H Dr. Kaplan. See you at 47?

LENNY
| didn’t know the nurses were so
pretty here.

DR KAPLAN
Actual ly, she’s a patient of m ne.
LENNY
(to Jeff)
Looks |like we sent you to a nice
pl ace.
Jeff | aughs.

EXT. PENNYPACKER | NSTI TUTE - DAY
Dr. Kapl an wal ks Lenny to his car

DR KAPLAN
M. Cutler you have nothing to
worry about

In the background, a |oud al arm goes off.

JEFF
VWhat the hell was that?



DR KAPLAN
When a patient acts out, attendants
are called fromother parts of the
bui I ding. Don’t worry, it’s another
floor.

LENNY
That’s it, we’'re going home.

Lenny noves towards the main entrance. Dr. Kaplan puts a
benevol ent but firm hand on Lenny’s shoul der.

DR KAPLAN
You' re forgetting that Jeff is
commtted. He can’t go.

LENNY
| don’t like the sound of that
alarm What kind of snake-pit is
this?

DR KAPLAN
It’s for the patient’s protection,
as well as ours. Relax. He’s in
good hands. Pennypacker is one of
t he best hospitals in the country.
Your son will get the help he
needs.

Lenny breaks down and starts crying on the side of his car.

I NT. BARRY’ S ROOM - NEXT DAY

Dr. Kapl an and MARY ELLEN DONAHCE enter the room WMary Ellen
is a nurse. She’s 35, slightly pudgy but with the fresh
scrubbed face of the forner prom queen she once was many
years ago.

DR KAPLAN
Jeff, Mary Ellen’s a nurse here on
the unit. She’s going to give you
orientation.

MARY ELLEN
How are ya Jeff?

JEFF
I"'ma little zonked out fromthe
ride, to be honest.



DR KAPLAN
(to Mary Ellen)
You OK?

MARY ELLEN
I"’mfine Dr. Kaplan. Just need to
go over sone things with Jeff here.

DR KAPLAN
Okey dokey then. Jeff I’'Il see you
tonorrow at norning neeting, then
we' |l neet right after.

JEFF

Mor ni ng nmeeti ng?

MARY ELLEN
"1l explain that to you inna sec.
You hungry?

JEFF
| could eat a horse.

MARY ELLEN
we don’t have any of those.

|
/1l eggs do?

JEFF
Eggs will do just fine.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT LOBBY - DAY
Mary Ellen and Jeff are playing ping pong.

MARY ELLEN
So | hear you're fromWIIianmsport.

JEFF
Yes | am

At that nonment a sonewhat frunpy woman in her early 30’ s
comes up to Jeff. Her nane is M ND WEl NBERGER

M NDI
H. I'"'mMndi.

MARY ELLEN
Mndi,this is Jeff. He just got in
t hi s norning.



M NDI
Pl ease to neet you Jeff. WII you
eat ny pussy?

JEFF
Nice...to...nmeet you too Mndi.

MARY ELLEN
Now M ndi, we just tal ked about
that kind of |anguage. W don’t
have to take away your privil eges,
do we?

M NDI
I"ll watch it. Do you have a
cigarette?

MARY ELLEN
Now M ndi, you know that your
doctor said we're not allowed to
give you any if you use up your
daily allotnent.

M NDI
You' re all gonna die.

M ndi dramatically flails her arms in all directions as she
wal ks away.

JEFF
VWhat the hell was that about?

MARY ELLEN
M ndi has a little inmpul se problem

JEFF
| see

I NT. JEFF S ROOM - DAY
Mary Ellen and Jeff are back in his room

MARY ELLEN
One of the ways we hel p peopl e get
better here is the privilege
system

JEFF
K



MARY ELLEN
The hi ghest privilege is called
“Grounds”. That neans you can | eave
the floor anytinme you want except
for norning neeting, neal tinmes and
after 9 PM The only exception is
if youre on a T.R A

JEFF
Hol d the phone. What’ a T.R A ?

MARY ELLEN
It stands for Therapeutic
Resoci alization Activity. It’s a
fancy name for excursion. Then
there’s “P.A.G” That stands for
“Patient Acconpani ed Grounds”. That
nmeans you can | eave the floor with
anot her patient. After that there’'s
“Goup”.

JEFF
| think I get that. Wuat’'s the
| owest privil ege?

MARY ELLEN
That woul d be “Special”, which
you're on now. | wouldn't take it
personal. Al patients are placed
on “Special” when they first come
on the unit. Basically, you can’t
| eave unl ess acconpani ed one on one
by a staff menber.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT LOBBY - MORNI NG

The furniture has been arranged in the | ounge so that
everyone is sitting in a circle. There are 20 patients and
nunmerous staff nmenbers.

DR KAPLAN
H, group. How is everybody doi ng
t oday?

GROUP

H, Dr. Kapl an.

DR KAPLAN
We have a new patient today. Hi s
nane is Jeff. Jeff, why don’t you
tell the room sonething about
your sel f.



10.

JEFF
K. Let’s see...I'mfrom
WIlliansport...l’m20 years old and
I like nusic.

DAVE COHEN i s a psych-tech. He is dressed in a neat flannel
shirt and a well worn pair of khakis. Psych-techs are the
nodern day equivalent of “the men in the white suits”.

DAVE
The home of Little League Baseball.

JEFF
You are correct, sir.

M ndi raises her hand. Mary Ellen |ooks little nervous.

MARY ELLEN
M ndi. Can you keep it clean this
nor ni ng?

M NDI

| just wanted to tell Jeff that
Dave really knows his nusic. He's
got a great al bum coll ecti on.
That’s all. Carry on.

Mary Ellen lets go a hunongous sigh of reilief.

I NT. JEFF' S ROOM - DAY

CHUCK KESSLER knocks on Jeff’s door. Chuck is 6’2", with a
chi sel ed chin and a physi que nost guys would kill for.

CHUCK
Hey Jeff. 1’ m Chuck.

JEFF
Pl eased to neet ya Chuck

CHUCK
Mnd if | sit down?

JEFF
No, not at all.

Chuck takes a seat.

CHUCK
Do you get high Jeff?



11.

JEFF
| used to. Haven't in a while.

Chuck takes out a joint out of his pocket and puts it in
Jeff’ s hand.

CHUCK
Wl come to the Young Adult Unit
Jeff.

JEFF

Gee, Chuck. | don't know.

CHUCK
Hey, are you gonna buy their
bul  shit? There’ s nothing w ong
with you. You can’t |let themtake
your high away. If you do that,
t hen they’ ve won.

JEFF
Listen. I'll hold on to it. But
where do you snoke it?

CHUCK
Rel ax dude. Here's how you pl ay
this. They shoul d be upping your
privileges in a few days. Wen they
do, conme get ne and I’ join you.
Then, while the rest of the group
is doing their thing, we do ours by
t he fence.

JEFF
So what do | owe you?

CHUCK
The first one is free, dude.

They do that hipster, thunb-Iocking handshake thing.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY

A group of patients are gathering in the |obby. Dave Cohen
has on a denimjacket. Wth him are Chuck, Mndi and Jeff.
Dave is carrying two baseball gloves and a baseball. Mndi is
dressed in a sweater. Jeff and Chuck both have sweatshirts.

DAVE
K. Is that it? Everyone set?



12.

M NDI
Sur e.

JEFF
Sur e.

DAVE

(to Jeff)
Can | trust you? Mndi and | are
going to play sone catch. You're
free to wal k around the field.

JEFF
You can trust ne Dave.

The group wal ks onto South Field.
CUT TO

EXT. SCOUTH FI ELD - DAY
Dave and M ndi are playing catch. Chuck and Jeff wal k.

JEFF
So where are we goi ng?

CHUCK
Be cool bro. Be cool

Dave and M ndi continue to play catch as the two wal k towards
t he fence.

CHUCK
Do you have what | gave you?

Jeff produces joint fromhis pocket.

JEFF
Any good?

CHUCK
Oh yeh. Cone to poppa.

Jeff hands the joint and hands it to Chuck. Chuck lights it
up, takes a hit, and passes it back to Jeff.

JEFF
(takes a toke)
Good stuff man. So what are you in
here for?



13.

CHUCK
I smashed ny girlfriend s car
wi ndow. The court ordered nme to get
treatnment in lieu of prison.
(passes joint back to
Jeff)

JEFF
That doesn’t sound too bad.

CHUCK
She was in it at the tine.

JEFF
Ahh.

At that exact nonent Dave and M ndi appear, seem ngly out of
nowher e.

DAVE
(to Jeff)
I's this how you thank ne? You're
not here one day and already you' re
getting high.
(turns to Chuck)
OK, man, hand it over.

Chuck is furiously finishing his joint.

DAVE
Don’t make nme call nen, Chuck

Jeff cracks a quizzical grin.

JEFF
VWhat are “nen”?

Chuck gives the joint to Dave, which he i medi ately puts out
on the ground.

CHUCK
The goon squad. You know the men in
the white suits.

JEFF
| get it.

DAVE
I find that expression offensive.
It inplies we don’t care. You're
bot h dropped to special .



M NDI
(to canera)
And they say |’ mcrazy.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

Dr. Kaplan and Jeff are facing each other. The office is

cranmed with bookshel ves and t ast ef ul

DR KAPLAN
You don’t waste any tine,

JEFF

ar t wor k.

do you?

You heard about that, did you?

DR. KAPLAN
Wel |, besides being your d
I'"mal so head of the unit.

octor,

JEFF
| guessed that.

DR KAPLAN
| grewup in the 60°s. 1'’mno
stranger to the wacky weed. If you
want to get high when you get out
of here, be ny guest. But in the
neanti nme, use your head. OK?

JEFF
You have too many rules here. This
pl ace is a drag.

DR KAPLAN
You re free to | eave anytine.

JEFF
Wl | actually, Doctor, I’m not.

DR KAPLAN

Qoops.
(clears his throat)
Now about your nother.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI T - LATER
Chuck and Jeff are playing ping pong.

JEFF
Sorry, man.

14.



CHUCK
Don't sweat it, dude. It's that
di ckhead, Dave. All those ex
hi ppies are the sane. They're a
bunch of control freaks.

Jeff hits the ball.

CHUCK

Man, where' d you learn to play.
JEFF

We used to have a table at hone.
CHUCK

Excel | ent .
JEFF

(in a soft tone)
| guess we won’t be getting high.

CHUCK
Speak for yourself.
(in a tone obviously neant
for the whole room
G eat ganme, Jeff.

Reaches over and shakes Jeff’s hand.

JEFF
But we’'re not even done yet.

CHUCK
Be cool, nman.
(he notions towards his
hand with his head)
|"ve gotta hand it to you Jeff, you
sure can play.

JEFF
What the fuck are you nmunbling
about ?

Jeff hits the ball again.
CHUCK
| said, I'’ve got to hand it to you
Jeff.
Chuck rai sed his voice on the word “hand”.

JEFF
Oh.

15.



16.

Jeff smles an “Oh, | finally caught on” smle. He opens up
his hand only to find a large white pill. It is a quaal ude.
JEFF
Oh ny Cod.
CHUCK

Be cool man.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY

Dr. Kazanjian is sitting in a circle with a group of
patients.

DR KAZANJI AN
X ki ddi es. What do people want to
do this weekend?

10 peopl e altogether are present in this scene. One
doct or (DOCTOR MERWN KAZANJI AN), a nurse (TRACY VANDERBILT),
and a pysch tech(TYRONE SI MMONS) and 8 patients. The patients
are Jeff, Mndi, Chuck, MARY KATHERI NE O HARA, JACK
MESSERSCHM DT, ANNE FRAZI ER, KELVI N MCLEOD, and DARLA W NDER

TRACY
Doctor, should we tell Jeff about
Standi ng Commttee?

DR KAZANJI AN
Tyrone, it’s all yours.

TYRONE
Jeff, we’'re about to neet to decide
what to do this weekend. Standing
Conmittee is a small group of
patients whose job it is to take
the other patients’ suggestions
vote on the various activities for
t he weekend.

DR KAZANJI AN
W |like to involve the patients in
t he process.

TRACY

He gets it. Let’'s get started.
ANNE

| feel like seeing a novie.
KELVI N

Me too.



M NDI
I'"d like to see a novie. Then after
t hat everyone can eat ny...

TRACY
M ndi, do we need sone quiet tine?

M ndi quickly gets a cigarette out and |ights up.

KELVI N
That’s one way to shut her up.

G oup | aughs.

DR KAZANJI AN
(pretending to wite in
hi s not ebook)
New treatnment plan for Mndi. One
pack of snokes in the norning.

TRACY
WIl do doctor.

Everyone | aughs.

DR KAZANJI AN
Now where were we?

TYRONE
| believe we have yet to choose a
novi e.

ANNE

How bout “Deer Hunter” The reviews
have been fabul ous.

KELVI N
Yeh, “Deer Hunter”!

Anne wites in notebook.

TRACY
Now waita second gang. |’ m not sure
that “Deer Hunter” is appropriate
for this cromd. | read that it’s
about the Vietnamwar and that it’'s
very violent.

TYRONE
So, it’s realistic then. Good. It’s
about tinme people get to see what
really went on over there.

17.



DR KAZANJI AN

That’s right, you' re a vet, aren’t

you?

TYRONE

Two years in country.

(inpre

DR KAZANJI AN
ssed)

Vow VWhat was it |ike?

(cl ear

TRACY
i ng her throat)

Aheml No of fense, Doctor, but |I'm
sure you agree that a little focus
is in order here.

DR KAZANJI AN

Wil e you have a point Tracy |’'m
inclined to grant a little latitude
here. If anyone has a problemw th
vi ol ence, then they shouldn’t go.
It’s that sinple.

TRACY

(forces a smle)

You're the

Hands for °

Everyone raises their

boss.

ANNE
‘Deer Hunter”?

hands. Anne wites down the nanes.

DR KAZANJI AN

Wait a second, gang. W need a
staff menber for this one. Jeff

still doesn’t have full privileges.
Tyrone?

TYRONE
Sorry Doc. My sister invited ne for
di nner that night.

TRACY
"1l go.

DR KAZANJI AN
But Tracy, | thought you were dead

set against it.

DARLA

She’s hot for DeNiro.

18.



19.

TRACY
(smi |l es sheepishly)
Quilty as charged.

TYRONE
Just so you know, Jeff. Now
Standing Committee still has to

vote on this.

ANNE
The results will be posted in the
nurse’s station after |unch.

JEFF
Cool .

I NT. A MARKET STREET EL CAR - NI GHT

The group is waiting for their stop on the way back after
seeing “The Deer Hunter”.

TRACY
(to Jeff)
Someone needs to get his butt to
the optonetrist first thing Monday.

DARLA
CGood idea. That's the last tinme |
want to sit in the second row for
any novie, |let alone sonething as
i ntense as “The Deer Hunter”.

KELVI N
Amen to that.

JEFF
"1l talk to Dr. Kaplan first thing
Monday nor ni ng.

TRACY
Wonderful idea. What did everyone
t hi nk of the novie?

JACK
I loved it. | felt that the Russian
Roul ette synbolized the futility of
fighting the Viet Cong. At any tine
there was al ways at | east one
bull et in the chanber, so speak



TRACY
K, Jack, we all know you have a
masters in political science from
Penn.

Everyone | aughs.

ANNE
I love DeNiro. He's dreany.

DARLA
Oh yeh. He can join ny armnmy any day
of the week.

TRACY
You said it, girl.

Darl a and Tracy high-five.

JEFF
| hear he likes his wonen |i ke he
li kes his coffee. Hot and bl ack.

DARLA
What you know about that, Jeff?
Tracy, can | get an excursion this
weekend to New York to visit
DeNi ro?

TRACY
| don’t know Tracy. | hear he's got
a girlfriend.

KELVI N
VWhoever she is she’s no match for
Darla on a bad night.

TRACY
I didn’t know you were so snoot h,
Kel vin. You woul dn’t be maki ng your
nove, woul d you?

KELVI N
Nah, Darla s fine but she’s not ny
type. Too hi gh mai ntenance for ne.
Kelvin smiles slyly at Darla. She smles back.
Train sl ows down.

TRACY
K gang. This is our stop.



21.

The group exits the train and wal ks down the stairs.

EXT. WEST PHILLY - N GAT

The group wal ks up the street towards the hospital. Across
the street are 5 African-Anerican teenagers hanging out in
front of a house, drinking beer. They are ages 14-17.

TRACY
I’mnot sure | |like the | ooks of
this. Everyone just keep wal ki ng.

TEEN #1
What’ s up, people?

JEFF
The sky.

TEEN #2
He’s one of those lunatics fromthe
asyl um

TEEN #3
I wonder can those crazy people
fight?

The teenagers start throwi ng stones at the group.

TRACY
This would be a good tinme to run!

The group runs feverishly towards Pennypacker. The teens all
hi gh five each other

TEEN #3
Oh yeh. They runnin’. They runnin’.

CUT TGO

DARLA
N ce nove, Jeffll

KELVI N
Real fucking smart, dude! Real
fucking smart!

I NT. NURSES STATI ON - NI GHT

Tracy wal ks over to the privilege board and drops Jeff’s nane
from*“P.A.G” to “Special”



JEFF
C non. You're dropping ne to
special? How is that fair?

TRACY
What you did out there showed poor
i mpul se control. We're all |ucky no
one got hurt tonight. Dam | ucky!
JEFF
You' re nuts.
TRACY
This is not a topic for discussion.
JEFF
It was a joke. I'’msorry those guys
t hrew stones, but | was just
ki ddi ng.
TRACY

I think you need to go to your room
ri ght now and cool off.

JEFF
I"mfine.

TRACY
Do I need to get hel p?

A psych-tech is playing chess with a patient.

JEFF
Just great. I'Il talk to Dr. Kaplan
on Monday about this.

TRACY
That’ s your option.

Jeff storns off to his room

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
The sky? They said what’s up and
you said “The sky”?

JEFF
| didn’t think they were going to
chase us.



23.

DR KAPLAN
(trying to suppress his
| aught er)
You're quite the conedian. |11
gi ve you that nuch.

JEFF
| didn’t do anything wong.

DR KAPLAN
| agree. It was not the snartest
t hi ng you coul d have done but,
bet ween us you understand, Tracy
overreact ed.

JEFF
Thank God you agree. When do | get
ny privileges back.

DR. KAPLAN
It’s not that sinple Jeff.
JEFF
It’s not fair.
DR. KAPLAN
No, it’s not. But rules are rul es.
JEFF
Just great.
DR. KAPLAN

(shakes his head in
anusenent)
The sky. What a conedi an.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY

Mor ni ng neeti ng.

DR. KAPLAN
Darl a has a nonent ous announcenent
t o nake.

DARLA

"1l be getting out in two weeks.
Cheers fromstaff and patients alike.

KELVI N
| hel ped her find an apartnent.



DR, KAPLAN

She will be joining the Young Adult
Day Program during the day and
taking a class at Tenple at night.

TRACY

need to hug soneone.

Tracy goes over to hug Darl a.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI'T - DAY

It’'s anot her

Friday. Excursions are being chosen.

ANNE

have an announcenent to numke.

TRACY

Go ahead Anne.

ANNE

Wth Darla going there’'s an opening
on Standing Conmittee.

JEFF

I’d like to put nmy nanme in.

TRACY

Renmenber Jeff. No w secracks to the
| ocal thugs.

JEFF

Scout’' s honor

TRACY

And You realize this is a big
responsibility?

JEFF

under st and.

TRACY

Then |’ mcool with it.

ANNE

Sounds good to ne.

KELVI N

second it.

ANNE

Wel come to Standing Commttee Jeff

24.
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I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - N GHT

A | arge banner hangs over the ping-pong table. It says " Good
Luck Darla”. Darla wal ks over to a record player that is one
the table next to the nurse’ s station.

DARLA
It’s time to get this party
start ed.

Darla puts on a song rem niscent of “Shining Star” by Earth
Wnd & Fire, if not the actual song. Mdst of the patients and
staff are present. Everybody is getting into the groove. Even
Mary Ellen is shaking her noney-nmaker.

TYRONE
You go on with yo bad self, girl.

MARY ELLEN
I can get shake ny thing with the
best of them

Suddenly everyone grabs onto each other and a |line dance is
started. At some point Tracy and Tyrone get up on the ping-
pong table and start sl ow dancing.

JEFF
(to Kelvin)
What’s this then? Are they a
coupl e?

KELVI N
Don't tell me you didn’t know. Man,
even M ndi knows and she’s
psychoti c.

M ndi is dancing with herself, her ever-present cigarette
precariously dangling from her nouth.
I NT. SNACK BAR - DAY

Jeff is having a burger. Darla sneaks up behind himand
covers his eyes with her hands.

DARLA
Quess who?
JEFF
Gee | don’t know. | hope it’s not

M ndi, cause | don’t snpke.
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DARLA
(1 aughs)
You’ re nuts.
JEFF
Shhh. Nobody’s supposed to know.
They hug.
JEFF
How The hell are you? You | ook
gr eat.
DARLA

Never felt better.

I NT. EL - DAY

Darla is riding home. She has a very sad expression on her
face.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR. KAPLAN
Bi g weekend comi ng up. Anything you
care to discuss?

JEFF
1”1l be fine.

DR. KAPLAN
For whatever reason | could tel
them you’ re not ready.

JEFF

Real ly, I'mfine.
DR KAPLAN

Vel |, you know I’ m here for you
JEFF

Thanks. 1t’ s appreciated.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - AFTERNOON

Jeff’s famly have cone to pick himup. It’s Lenny, his
not her SANDY, his kid brother GARY, and baby sister LISA.

GARY
Hey, big bro.



They hug. Jeff hugs everyone.

LENNY
Sorry we're late. Traffic was
heavy.

SANDY

We woul dn’t have been late if we
had taken the turnpike.

LENNY
There was construction on the
turnpi ke. How many tinmes do | have
to tell you?

MARY ELLEN
What do we have here. Jeff, you
didn't tell ne you had such a nice
| ooking famly.

JEFF
Cause | don't.
MARY ELLEN
Al ways t he conedi an.
(to Lisa)
What’'s your nane, little girl?
Aren’t you just the cutest little
t hi ng.
LI SA
Lisa. I'"'mten.
LENNY

Did you talk to your doctor? You
said you m ght have sone difficulty
getting in touch with him

MARY ELLEN
Dr. Kaplan is unavail able but we
were able to get perm ssion from
one of the residents. Go have fun
with your famly, Jeff.

Jeff has a sheepish grin on his face.

I NT. CHI NESE RESTAURANT - EVEN NG

The Cutlers are having dinner in a Chinese restaurant.

in a Chinese restaurant. There's a shocker.

27.

Jews
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SANDY
So, Jeff. How are they treating
you?.

JEFF
They're treating nme fine.

LI SA
Qur swimteam nmade the states this
year.

JEFF
That’s great. Better watch out,
Gary.

GARY
Oh yeh, 1’ m scared.

LENNY

You shoul d be. The kid' s better
t han you were when you were her
age.

GARY
(grabs Lisa)
VWell she still can’t take ne.

Sandy cl ears her throat and makes shifts her eyes towards
Jeff when he’s not | ooking.

JEFF
K guys, better cut it out. You're
upsetting the crazy person.

SANDY
You think you're so smart. As it
happens | have a col d.

Jeff starts clearing his throat |oudly and obnoxi ously. Lisa
and Gary join in. The WAITER cones to the table, thinking
sonething’ s not right.

WAl TER
Everyt hi ng OK? Food be up soon

LENNY
W' re fine.

The wai ter wal ks away
LENNY

Look what you three did. You
enbarrassed us.
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The waiter conmes up hurriedly takes the food off the serving
cart and puts in on the Cutler’s table.

SANDY
I wish they'd nove this fast al
the tine.

LENNY
Amen to that, honey.

WAI TER
Who had Moo shoo Duck

JEFF
(to waiter)
Thank you.
EXT. PENNYPACKER | NSTI TUTE - NI GHT

Lenny wal ks Jeff up to the floor.

LENNY
We had a nice time. You | ook good
ki d.
JEFF
Thanks Dad. Thanks for com ng up
LENNY
Can | let you in on a secret son?
JEFF
Yes Dad?
LENNY

Your nmonis that way with everyone.
Cut her sone slack. She | oves you.

They arrive at floor. Lenny takes a 20 out and hands it to
Jeff.

LENNY
Here. Buy a record al bum or
sonet hi ng nice. Keep up the good
wor K.

JEFF
Dad you don’t have to do that.

LENNY
Get better. OK?
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EXT. TENNI' S COURTS - NEXT DAY
Jeff and Dr. Kaplan are playing Tennis.
DR KAPLAN
How was your dinner with your
famly this weekend?

JEFF
What do you think Dr. Kaplan?

Jeff hits ball to Dr. Kaplan.

DR KAPLAN
I’ma psychiatrist not a mnd
reader ?

Dr. Kaplan hits it past Jeff with blinding speed.

JEFF
Good one.

DR KAPLAN
Did you get along with your nonf?

JEFF
What do you think?

Hits ball to Dr. Kaplan. Kaplan hits it back

Mary Ell en shows up on side of court. She | ooks very
di straught.

MARY ELLEN
Doct or Kapl an, there’ s been an
emer gency.
(to Jeff)

Excuse us Jeff.

Dr. Kapl an wal ks over to the side of the court. Mary Ellen
talks to him There is a sudden change of nood as Dr. Kapl an
drops his racket to his side.

DR. KAPLAN
Dear Cod.

Mary Ellen puts her armon Dr. Kaplan's shoulder. Dr. Kaplan
covers his face with his left hand.

MARY ELLEN
Jeff. Can you nmeke it back to the

uni t.
( MORE)



MARY ELLEN(cont' d)

W’ re conveni ng a special neeting.
| need to talk to Dr. Kaplan in
private.

JEFF
What happened?

MARY ELLEN
You'll have to wait until the
nmeet i ng.

Jeff wal ks out of frane.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY
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Al the patients and the staff on duty have been assenbled in
the mddle of the day for a special neeting. The staff | ooks

vi si bly shaken.

TRACY
I’msure you' re all wondering why
we’' re here.

DR. KAPLAN
We recei ved sone bad news earlier
today. Darla Wnder’ s nother
call ed. She took her own |ife | ast
ni ght.

The entire roomis silent. Everyone is shocked,
patients.

DR KAPLAN
She junped in front of the El about
3 bl ocks from where she was |iving
with her sister.

KELVI N
| just talked to her. She seened

M NDI
You know what | think?

KELVI N
Nobody wants to know what you
t hi nk, you psycho bitch!!

TYRONE
Kel vi n!

fromstaff to
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DR KAPLAN
That’s OK Tyrone. Kelvin, under the
circunmstances I’mgoing to et that
slide. But you might want to |listen
to what she has to say.This is one
area M ndi knows somet hi ng about.

CLOSE-UP OF MNDI'S WRIST. THERE IS A LONG, DI AGONAL SCAR

M NDI
I’ m probably the crazi est person
here on a floor full of crazy
people. But | learned a long tine
ago that if you keep your feelings
bottled up way, deep inside, then
you can really go nuts.

TYRONE
That’ s the nost sense you’' ve made
since you ve been here.

M NDI
So who wants to eat ny pussy?

DR KAZANJI AN
(with a conbination of

anger an amusenent)
Dear Lord.

The room erupts in |aughter.
TRACY
| hate to say this, guys, but we
needed t hat.

The staff and some patients not in agreenent.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI'T LOBBY - NEXT DAY

Standing conm ttee neeting. Present are Dr. Kaplan, Tracy and
Jeff.

TRACY
Not much of a turnout today.

Muf fl ed | aughter fromthe group.
DR KAPLAN

That’' s under st andabl e under the
ci rcunst ances.
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JEFF
I"’mfeeling a little weird about
this. But | kinda need to get out
this weekend. You under st and.

DR KAPLAN
Let me tell you sonething. In sone
ways your response is probably
heal t hi est response on the fl oor.
It’s preferable to resune life as
soon as possible,even while the
grieving process goes on.

TRACY
What did you have in m nd?

JEFF
I’d like to see the new Wody Allen
novi e but can | go by nyself.

DR KAPLAN
You are on the commttee. Wy not?

JEFF
X then. Wody Allen it is.
I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI'T - NEXT DAY

Mary Ellen goes into a | ocked cabinet and brings out a small
strong box, which she proceeds to unl ock.

MARY ELLEN
Here you go. The rules state that
we can’t keep the noney in here
once the weekend starts. So you’l
have to hold on to it.

She hands himthe strong box.

I NT. JEFFF S ROOM - A FEW M NUTES LATER
Jeff is looking at the noney. He puts all bills in his wallet
but | eaves the change in the bed.

EXT. PHI LADELPHI A - NI GHT

SERI ES OF SHOTS

He conmes out of an adult book store
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He is in an adult book store | ooking at books
He is in a bar drinking
He drinks another drink

He stunbl es out of the bar

I NT. CONTI NENTAL TRAI LWAYS BUS STATI ON - DAY
Jeff is at the clerk’s window taking noney out of his wallet.

CLERK
One way or round trip?

JEFF
Round trip please.

CLERK
Maybe you better get sone coffee.
The Burger King is across the
| obby.
JEFF
Thanks.
I NT. BUS - LATER

Jeff is sitting on the bus | ooking out the w ndow.

EXT. WLLI AMSPORT - NI GHT

Jeff is walking up the street to his house.

I NT. CUTLER RESI DENCE - NI GHT
Jeff wal ks into the kitchen. Sandy is making a sandw ch.

JEFF
H nom

SANDY
Sit. You | ook hungry.

JEFF
Mom ..



SANDY
Shh. You' Il wake your father. He
doesn’t know you went AWOL.

JEFF
h.

SANDY
Don’t worry about it. Dr. Kaplan
called. He told ne about that girl.
" msorry.

JEFF
Thanks.

Sandy gets up and takes a roast chicken out of the
refrigerator

SANDY

Do you want nme to reheat this?
JEFF

No I'Il eat it like that. | could

eat a horse. Should | call hinf

SANDY
| already did. | thought you m ght
cone here. You took the 4:407?

JEFF
VWhat else is there?

SANDY
You' d think they woul d add nore
buses with all the people that go
to Philly and back each day. Eat. |
need to go to bed.

JEFF
Good ni ght Mom

SANDY
Good night Jeff. | |ove you.

JEFF

SANDY
Shhh. Don’t force yoursel f. Daddy
will wake you up at 6 and take you
to the airport. You have an 8
o’ clock flight.

35.



I NT. LENNY CUTLER S CAR - DAY

About ten seconds of silence as Lenny and Jeff drive to
airport.

I NT. LYCOM NG COUNTY Al RPORT - MORNI NG

Lenny wal ks up and buys a one way ticket to Phil adel phia
while Jeff sips on a coffee.

LENNY
Here’'s the ticket.

JEFF
The earache express.

LENNY
Yeah.

JEFF
Dad. . .

LENNY

I"’mnot nuch in the nood for
tal king right now.

JEFF
But we need to tal k about this.

LENNY
Is that how people act where you're
at ? Sonmebody dies and you go get
drunk. That’s not how I was rai sed.
| saw guys get their heads bl own
off infront of ne in the war. D d
I go and get drunk and take a bus
to ny parent’s house. No, sir, |
did not.

JEFF
" msorry.

LENNY
Just listen to the doctor. | have
to go to work. Have a safe flight.

Lenny takes two twenty dollar bills out of his wallet.
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LENNY
You don’t really deserve this, but
I don't like to see ny son
travel ing w thout any noney. You go
right back to the hospital when you
get back. No nonkey busi ness,
ver st eh?

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - LATER THAT DAY
Tyrone and Jeff are playing ping pong.

TYRONE
Nobody’s really mad at you. | admt
it was a bit of a surprise but
we’'re not mad. | mght have done
t he same thing under the
ci rcunst ances.

JEFF
(serving ball)
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?

TYRONE
(hitting ball back)
Sure Jeff. | don’t knowif | can
answer .
JEFF
Do you get along with your parents?
TYRONE
Wien | was living with them not
al ways.
JEFF
That’ s one to not hing.
TYRONE
Is that spin |legal?
JEFF
(serves)

Not when | use it?

TYRONE
Parents pissed?

JEFF
Surprisingly, ny nomwas cool but
ny dad was fum ng.
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TYRONE
I"d beat your butt.

JEFF
He wanted to.

TYRONE
That’'s 2 to 2. My serve.
(serves ball)

JEFF
| should go AWOL nore often. My nom
made a roast chicken.

TYRONE
Next time you have a taste for
roast chicken, please let nme know.
I know a nice, cheap place in town.
We need to keep your ass out of
troubl e.

I NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Dr. Kaplan and vari ous nenbers of the staff are gathered
around the table. There is coffee and doughnuts on the table.

DR KAPLAN
Before we go out on the floor 1’ve
got an announcenent to nake.

The staff nod their heads.

DR KAPLAN
We're getting a new patient today.

STEVEN LAZARUS is a first year resident. He sports a goatee
and stylish wire rimglasses. He is dressed in a fashionably
casual button down shirt and inpeccably pressed khakis.

DR, LAZARUS
Wiy is that news? Don't we get new
patients every week?

DR KAPLAN
Mary Ellen, do you renenber Ral ph
DeVr ees.

MARY ELLEN

(with a m xture of disgust

and anusenent)
Oh God. | seriously hope you re not
letting Ral ph back in here.



TYRONE
DeVrees the Breeze? Lord have
nercy.

DR LAZARUS
Am | m ssing sonething here?

TYRONE
Let’s just say that with this piece
of information, |I’'mbuying a new

pai r of Adidas tonorrow.

DR KAPLAN
You better buy themtonight. He |l
be here bright and early tonorrow
nor ni ng.

DR, LAZARUS
Wait a second. The same Ral ph
DeVrees who tore up the Penn Rel ays
in '75?

TYRONE
One and the sane. He nade the
A ynpi cs but he cracked up two
weeks before it started.

MARY ELLEN
| thought he was banned from
Pennypacker, Dr. Kapl an?

DR KAPLAN
He was. They just kicked hi mout of
Haverford. His father paid ne a
visit today. | couldn't refuse him
He seened so desperate.

TYRONE
(to Dr. Lazarus)
Janes DeVrees. President of...

DR LAZARUS
I know who Janes DeVrees is. Only
the richest man in the Tri State
area. What | could do with half his
noney.

TRACY
So are we getting a new sw mm ng
pool, tennis courts? Wat?



DR, KAPLAN

He may be rich but he cane to nme as

a father.

| had to respect that.
TRACY

| under st and.

DR, KAPLAN

Tenni s courts.
(smles)

I NT. JEFF S ROOM -

DAY

40.

Mary Ell en knocks on Jeff’s room Wth her is RALPH DEVREES,
atall patrician |ooking young man with strawberry bl onde

hair and a slight,

pat heti c suggesti on of a noustache.

carrying a suitcase.

Jeff, thi

MARY ELLEN
s is...

JEFF

I know who he is. DeVrees the

Br eeze.

MARY ELLEN

So you know.

JEFF

Everybody knows. You know how
secrets go around here.

Pl eased to nmeet you Jeff. If
don't mnd, just call nme Ral ph.

111 et

Renmenber ,

RALPH

you

h
MARY ELLEN

you two get acquai nted.

meds i n one hour.

JEFF

Thanks Mary Ann.

RALPH

So what's the action so far?

I’ ve got

JEFF
10 dol lars on you bol ting

day after tonorrow.

He is
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RALPH
You' re gonna lose. I’mnot bolting
this tine. | prom sed ny father
JEFF

Prom ses were nmade to be broken

Ral ph takes off his shoes and |ies down in bed.

RALPH
No, really. My dad will Kkill ne if
| get kicked out of here. | have
nowhere el se to go.
JEFF
(smles)

Tyrone is just waiting for the
first time you try to go AWOL.
There all watching you

RALPH
They can watch all they want.

INT. GOLD S GYM - N GHT

SERI ES OF SHOTS
Tyrone is furiously working out on the treadml|.
He is furiously working on the speed bag.
He is furiously lifting weights.
He is furiously junping rope
TYRONE
(profusely sweating)

Let himtry and run on ne this
time. I"mready for him

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
May | share sonet hi ng?

JEFF
Do | have a choice?

DR KAPLAN
You al ways have a choi ce.
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JEFF
Gve it your best shot.
DR KAPLAN
You' re the ol dest child right?
JEFF
Yes.
DR KAPLAN

Whenever your nom sees you she sees
her hopes and dreans bei ng dashed.

JEFF
So you’'re saying she blanes ne for
droppi ng out of |aw school.

DR KAPLAN
Wl |, not consciously, but that’'s
the gist. Yes.

JEFF
Yeh. Makes sense but it doesn't
hurt any | ess.

I NT. JEFF' S ROOM - NEXT DAY

Ral ph is lacing up his sneakers and doing stretching

exerci ses.

JEFF
Ch My God!!!

RALPH
VWhat ?

JEFF

You're doing it aren’t you?

RALPH
What ever do you nean?

JEFF
This is the day. You' re bolting
today. Aren’t you?

RALPH
You re nuts. | stretch every day.
It keeps the cobwebs away.
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JEFF
Don’t bullshit ne. I can see that
| ook in your eye. You're just like
Bi g Chief just before he suffocated
McMur phy and threw the water cool er
out the window in “One Fl ew Over
t he Cuckoo’ s Nest.

RALPH
You belong in that novie. Cause
you're totally nuts. I’mjust

getting ready for ny usual day.

Ral ph finishes lacing up his running shoes.

I NT. CHUCK S ROOM
Jeff sticks his head in Chuck’s room

JEFF
He’ s goi ng today.

CHUCK
Get the fuck out of here.

JEFF
I’mnot shitting you. He's going. |
can sense it.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - A FEW M NUTES LATER

There is an air of excitenent. Al the staff have brand new
sneakers. Even the cleaning | ady has new ki cks.

TYRONE
(to hinself)
Gve it your best shot punk

DR KAPLAN
| just heard a runor that Ralph is
going AWOL today. |Is that true
Ral ph?

TYRONE
Dr. Kaplan, | don’t think Ralph is
stupid enough to try it. He knows
he’ Il be on Special for the rest of
his time here.

Tyrone shoots Ralph a look that if it were a laser it would
pi erce the toughest steel.
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RALPH
For once | agree with Tyrone. Wy
would | sacrifice for nmy freedom
just for the thrill of being known
as the fastest person ever to set
put in Pennypacker.

They both eye each other like in the dint Eastwood spaghetti
west erns.

DR KAPLAN
Well if nobody has anything to add,
it’s 9 amand norning neeting is
officially over.

CUT TO
Shot of Tyrone.

TYRONE
Ral ph. What say you and | go for a
wal k?

The whol e place gets quiet. Like in a saloon in a western,
when the bad guy wal ks through the doubl e doors.

RALPH
Sure Tyrone. | could use sone air.

Suddenly everyone runs to the wi ndow. They know t he showdown
is about to comrence. Maryellen glances at Dr. Kaplan. He
gives her a grave nod, not unlike the Sheriff in said western
maki ng sure the two gunfighters get their space.

EXT. SOUTH FI ELD - MOMENTS LATER

Tyrone and Ral ph enter South Field. There is a trunpet sound
not unlike that which is sounded at the beginning of a
bul [ fight. At this point fantasy shots will be intercut with
reality shots to connote a bullfight. On one |evel the
dynam ¢ between Ral ph and Tyrone is very funny. On anot her
level it is deadly serious.

CUT TO

Shot of Tyrone as a bullfighter in a stadiumin old Mexico.
CUT TO

The stands. Dr. Kaplan and the staff are dressed as

dignitaries in turn of the century Mexico, with the epaul ets,
t he hat. The whol e shebang.
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The nurses are dressed as nobl ewonen. Tracy has a rose in her
nout h. She takes it out and throws it at the Bullfighter.

CUT TGO

The other side of the stands are the patients, who | ook an
awful lot |ike Mexican peasants at the turn of the century.
M ndi stands up.

M NDI
Death to the bullfighter!!

Mndi lights a cigarette. The other peasants stare at her
i ncredul ously. She shrugs.

CUT TGO

We are back in present day reality. Shot of Ral ph, who snorts
like a bull.

RALPH
Snort!!

TYRONE
I’mgoing to the bathroom Can
trust you?
The gane is on.
RALPH
(smrks)
Sur e.
Tyrone goes inside.
CUT TO
The staff and patients are glued agai nst the w ndow.

EVERYBODY
00000000, BN

They ooh with excitenent.

CUT TGO

EXT. SOUTH FI ELD - DAY

As soon as Tyrone wal ks inside, Ralph bolts towards the wall.
Tyrone rushes out the door. There is the sound of Spanish
guitar nmusic in the background.

CUT TGO
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EXT. BULLFI GHT - DAY

Tyrone as matador chases down the bull but the bull eludes
his sword no matter how hard he thrusts.

CUT TGO

Ral ph heads toward the wall. Tyrone can’'t catch him Ral ph
| eaps over the wall.

CUT TGO

EXT. BULLFI GAT - AFTERNOON

The bull gores the matador as the canmera pans to the shocked
El Presidente and his crowd. The peasants cheer.

CUT TO

Tyrone falls to the ground in defeat.

CUT TO

Ral ph running down the street to the E.

CUT TO

Ral ph is now at the entrance of the El. He pays his fare and
wal ks on to the platform Pan to Tracy’'s car at the bottom of

stairs with an intense Tracy in car. Pan back to platform
Tyrone is on platform

TYRONE
Goi ng sonewher e?

CUT TGO

EXT. BULLFI GAT - AFTERNOON

The mat ador, bl eeding and hurt triunphs over the dead bull
The senorita throws out the flower. The peasants wal k out in
di sgust.

M NDI
I want my noney back

She takes another drag of her cigarette the puts it out on
the ground with her foot. The other peasants | ook at her as
if to say, “Whatever”.



I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI T LOBBY - NEXT DAY
Yet anot her standing conmttee neeting.

JEFF
Roxy Music is in town. They're
playing at the Tower. Any hands?

ANNE
Roxy who?

KELVI N
I”ve never heard of them

JEFF
| guess | can’'t go then

DR KAPLAN
You go ahead. How many tinmes have
you told ne they' re your favorite

band?

TRACY
Doctor...do you think that's a
good. . .

Doct or Kapl an and Tyrone nod silently, know ngly at each
ot her.

TYRONE
No, Tracy. This will be good for
Jeff.
Tracy signals an “1 get it” look at both nen.
TRACY

Ahhh. You go, Jeff. They' re your
favorite band.

JEFF
XK. It’s settled. I'll go get the
ti ckets today.

DR KAPLAN
"1l give the staff the order.

JEFF
Thanks Dr. Kapl an

DR KAPLAN
| hereby order everybody, staff and
patients to have a good weekend.

47.
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Tyrone gets up. It is at this tine that we see Tyrone has a
pronounced |inp. Dr. Kaplan | eaves.

TYRONE
You can say that again.
EXT. KENSI NGTON FLOP HOUSE - DAY
Ral ph is snmoking a cigarette and reading a book. A big fat
rat is sitting in the corner, staring benignly at Ral ph.
I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI T - LATE AFTERNOON
It is early evening. Jeff is dressed in a T-shirt and jeans

for the concert. He wal ks up to the nurses station to sign
out .

MARY ELLEN
Bi g night huh?
JEFF
Yeh, | haven’t been to a concert in
ages.
MARY ELLEN
|”ve been to the Tower. | saw Bob

Marl ey there in 76.

JEFF
(genui nely excited)
The first show or the second show?

MARY ELLEN
Second show.
JEFF
| was at that show. | was higher
than a ....... never m nd.
MARY ELLEN
(grins)

You can’t go see Bob Marley and not
do the ganga. C non

JEFF
Cool .

MARY ELLEN
We do have |ives outside of here,
you know.

( MORE)
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MARY ELLEN(cont' d)

Everyone wants to believe staff and
patients are so different. We're
not that different.

JEFF
I know you’' re a hippie chick from
way back.

Mary Ell en hands Jeff the excursion noney.

JEFF
This is too much. | just need
transportati on noney.

MARY ELLEN
Sorry, we can’'t keep it here. You
know the deal. As the reigning head
of Standing Conmittee you're
responsible for it.

Suddenly Mary Ell en seens to grow | arger and the noney seens
to gl ow

MARY ELLEN
(conti nued)
What are you worried for? It’s not
like you' re being tested by Cod.

She | aughs a denonic | augh as she grows even | arger. Fangs
now show t hrough her nout h.

JEFF
Well, | better go now

Jeff is pale white.

Mary Ellen is back to normal now.

MARY ELLEN
Are you OK, Jeff?

JEFF
I'"mfine.

MARY ELLEN

Have a nice tinme at the concert.

JEFF
Thanks.

I NT. MARKET STREET EL - NI GHT

Jeff is sitting pensively.
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EXT. MARKET STREET EL STOP UPPER DARBY - NI GHT

SERI ES OF SHOTS

Jeff wal ks out of the El stop at 69th street.

He wal ks up the street towards the Tower Theater, which
easily could be the Rialto, the State, the Strand or any
grand ol d novie theater in anytown U S. A

Jeff wal ks into the Tower.

I NT. TOAER THEATER CONCERT AREA - N GHT

The house lights are on. It is a festive atnosphere. Frisbees

and balloons fill the air.

I NT. TOAER THEATER - NI GHT

It’s the mddle of the show Jeff is having a great tine.
He's in the bathroom Soneone offers hima joint.

JEFF
I"m cool man. Thanks.

DUDE
No probl em guy.

Jeff wal ks out into the Lobby of the Tower.

LI SA MENDELSSOHN is 21 with a face nost nen would kill for.
She was Jeff’s girlfriend at boarding school. She is by the
concessi on stand.

LI SA
Oh ny god!'!! Look who it is.

She and Jeff hug.

JEFF
Lisa. | didn't expect to see you
her e.

LI SA

Nor did I. How are you? How |l ong’s
it been?
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JEFF
| haven’t seen you since sunmer
before you went to coll ege.

LI SA
| heard about the...
(grasping for words)

JEFF
Don’t sweat it, Lees. Most people
have a hard tine tal king about it.

LI SA
You | ook pretty normal to ne.

JEFF
Thanks. Great show, heh?

LI SA
It is so good to see you. There's a
di ner across the street. Let’s neet
there after the show.
(she kisses himon the
l'ips)
And maybe after...who knows?

JEFF
K. Date.

LI SA
See you then. Enjoy the rest of the
show.

Jeff wal ks back to his seat. He |ooks Iike he has the weight
of the world of his shoul ders.

EXT. TOAER THEATER - N GHT

Jeff exits the theater with a sea of people in a drug induced
haze. He crosses the street to the diner. He hesitates.

INT. EL CAR - NI GHT

Jeff is sitting silently, reading a Roxy Misic concert
progr am

INT. DINER - N GHAT

Waitress cones up to Lisa.
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WAl TRESS
I guess you're friend ain't comn’
eh hon?

LI SA
Doesn’t | ook that way. 1’|l have
the rice pudding and coffee. Could
I have.....

WAl TRESS

(interrupts as if it’s her
job, which it is)
Wi pped crean? Sure, com ng right
up. Men!!!

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - N GHT

Maryellen is in Nurse's Station doing crossword puzzle. Bel
rings. Jeff shows up to sign in.

JEFF
Hey.

MARY ELLEN
Hey yoursel f.

JEFF

What are you doi ng here? Shoul dn’t
you be hone?

MARY ELLEN
The ni ght nurse cancelled on us. So
I had to stay. Concert good?

JEFF
Excel | ent .
MARY ELLEN
See anybody you know?
JEFF
Yeh, nmy ex girlfriend.
MARY ELLEN
Oh? Care to tal k about it?
JEFF
Nah.
MARY ELLEN

" m proud of you.
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Mary Ellen gives Jeff a sister/nother hug.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - THE FOLLOW NG MONDAY

Mor ni ng neeting. KATE HANAFEE, a new patient, sits by Dr.
Kapl an. She is a fresh-faced, red-headed 22 year old Irish
American girl of nost boy’ s dreans.

DR KAZANJI AN
Good norni ng everybody.

EVERYBQODY
Good norning Dr. Kazanjian.

Whi mey perneates the air.

DR KAZANJI AN
This is Kate. Qur new patient.

EVERYBCDY
H Kate!!!

DR KAZANJI AN
K gang. Let’s not get carried
away.

TRACY
Kate, what brings you to our neck
of the woods?

DR KAPLAN
Kate's from Bost on.
KATE
They' Il heah ny ahccent sooon
enough.
Everybody | aughs.
DR KAPLAN
Kate transferred from MC ain in
Boston. | just wanted to get the

group up to speed. Go ahead, sorry.

KATE
I was doing OK but ny doctor felt
that | had reached an inpasse. You
guys may not know this but the
Young Adult unit has a national
reputation.
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JEFF
(to Kelvin)
W |ike her, don't we?

KELVI N
Oh yes. W like her.

TRACY
Do you fellas have sonething to
share with the group.

JEFF
Tracy, Kelvin and I were just
sayi ng how i npressed we were that
t he Young Adult Unit has such a
sterling reputation.

KELVI N
| do concur.
Kel vin strokes his chin. Tracy has that | ook that says, “I’'m
not buying it but if you wanna go ahead and sell it, don't
et nme stop you”
TRACY
Ah. | see.
DR KAPLAN

Wiy don’t we go around and
i ntroduce oursel ves?

Shot of clock. It is 9:12.

KELVI N
H Kate. Pleased to neet you. |’'m
the resident stud here. Let ne know
if you need a real nan.

DR KAPLAN
Somebody wants to get on specia
real quick.

CUT TO
Shot of clock. It is now 9: 20.

TYRONE
And | ast but not | east we have our
resi dent conedi an. Jeff.

KATE
(with not alittle sex)
H Jeff.



Tracy | ooks at Tyrone like “Ch nmy God, did you see that.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

G ggl es.

DR KAPLAN
What do you think of the new
patient?

JEFF

She’ s very hot.

DR KAPLAN
Yes | think you d have to be crazy
not to be aroused by Kate.

JEFF
Is it ny imagination or did you
just make a mental hospital joke?

DR KAPLAN
It’s your imagination.

JEFF
I was thinking of asking her out
for a novie. Is that kosher?

DR KAPLAN
As soon as she gets her privileges,
you can do anything you |ike.

JEFF
Anyt hi ng?

DR KAPLAN
Now, as your doctor | must caution
you that getting close with other
patients is usually not a great
i dea, for all Kkinds of reasons.

JEFF
| hear ya, Doctor Kapl an.
DR KAPLAN
But as a man, | can clearly see she

likes you. Go for it.

JEFF
| can’t believe |"mhearing this.
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| NT.

DR KAPLAN
You're not hearing this. You
foll ah?
JEFF
Ni ce “Sting” reference.
DR KAPLAN
| save them for our appointnents.
JEFF
It’s appreciated.
DR KAPLAN
As your doctor, | must ask you to

use a condom

JEFF
And where do | get a condonf? They
don’t exactly sell themat the
snack bar.

DR KAPLAN
Then | suggest you schedul e your

first “date” near a drug store. You

foll ah?

JEFF
One reference an appoi nt nent,
Doct or.

DR KAPLAN

Sorry. But just in case you don’t
get to a drugstore, here.

Kapl an gets a condom out of his wallet.

JEFF
Thanks. | assume | get special for
life if I get caught.
DR KAPLAN
(deadpan)
Try deat h.
JEFF
Got cha

RECREATI ON AREA - DAY

Kate and Jeff are playing ping-pong.

56.
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JEFF
I was wondering if you d like
to.....

KATE
Go out. 1'd love to.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY

Mary Ellen is signing Jeff and Kate out on their T.R A She
has a worried | ook on her face.

MARY ELLEN
Jeff, may | speak with you al one
for a sec?

JEFF
Sure, what's up?

Jeff sits down in the nurse’s station. Kate, understanding
the way things work, nods to Jeff. She sits down on a
nei ghboring chair.

KATE
"1l be right here.

JEFF
Just be a sec.

Mary Ellen cl oses the door.

MARY ELLEN
I want you to know sonme of us were
concerned that this maybe is not
t he greatest of ideas.

JEFF
| spoke to Dr. Kaplan. He cleared
it. Wiy should it be a problenf

MARY ELLEN
| hear ya. But sone of us think
it’s too soon.

JEFF
I's there sonething you re not
telling me?

MARY ELLEN
Can you keep a secret? And | nean
not ina mllion years do you
breathe a word to one soul
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JEFF
Sur e.
MARY ELLEN
| nean it. This could be ny job.
JEFF
K, so spill.
MARY ELLEN

The grapevine tells ne that Kate
had an affair with her doctor at
McCl ean and that’s why she was
transferred here.

JEFF
I"ve heard sonething |ike that.
"1l be careful. I’mjust |ooking

for somebody other than the usua
suspects to talk to. That’'s all.

MARY ELLEN
(1 ooki ng sonewhat
relieved)

I’mglad to hear that.

JEFF
So we cool ? | have a hot date.

MARY ELLEN
One nore thing.
(goes into her purse and
pul s out a condom
Just in case you decide to take a
det our .
(puts it in his hand)

Jeff is anused.

JEFF
That’'s OK, | have one.

MARY ELLEN
The grapevine also tells ne that
Dr. Kapl an buys his condons at a
di scount store. This is |anbskin,
top shel f.

JEFF
I’ mnot even going to touch that.
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MARY ELLEN
Not wi thout a condom you don’t.

CUT TGO

SHOT of the Market Street el. Kate and Jeff are seen from The
out si de going into town.

CUT TGO

I NT. MARKET STREET EL - DAY

Kate and Jeff are having a conversation. Although it is late
norning The El is packed. It is a very diverse crowd,

i ncludi ng bl acks, whites, nmen, wonan, all ages, all economc
backgr ounds.

KATE
I love the feel of the city.

JEFF
You' re a city girl, right?

KATE
Yep. Sout hie born and rai sed.

JEFF
So you're Irish

KATE
| guess you couldn’t tell with the
nane Fitzpatrick, eh

JEFF
You got me there.

KATE
" mjust kidding.

JEFF
My doctor gave ne a condom

KATE
M ne did too.

Both take themout at the sane tine.

JEFF
You thinking what |1’ mthinking?

KATE
G eat mnds think alike.
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The train stops at 40th street. They both throw it out on the
platform An OLD BLACK WOVAN | ooks up from her book and
scoffs at them A YOUNG WHI TE MALE pi cks them both up off the
floor.

YOUNG VWH TE MALE
Thanks, nan.

Door cl oses.

KATE
I’mglad that’s out of the way.
JEFF
Me too.
KATE
O course, there's always rough
sex.

A d woman | ooks up from her book again, shakes her head, and
goes back to what she was doi ng.

JEFF
So have you deci ded what you want ed
to do?

KATE

Vell, Brett the author hasn't
deci ded on a tinme of year yet.

JEFF
G ve the guy a break. It’s only his
first draft.

KATE

Don’t you think that figuring out
time of year is of utnost
i mpor tance.

JEFF
Careful. You don't want to get the
aut hor mad at you.

KATE
Yeh, what’s he gonna do?

JEFF
He could turn you into a chicken

Kate i s now a fox.
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KATE
(as fox)
Gow!!!
JEFF
O a fox. A fox works. You are one.
KATE
Thanks.
JEFF
(relieved)
VWhew! !
KATE
Thanks Brett. Just ki dding.
BRETT
(09
I know. | wote you with a sense of
hunor .
KATE
And bi g boobs.
BRETT
(0 S.)

I can make em smal |l er.

Jeff makes that com c pantomi ne found in every Wody Allen
novi e. The one where he’'s silently nouthing the word no.

KATE
I m good.

Jeff mnes “thank you”

EXT. CTY HALL PHI LADELPH A - DAY

Jeff and Kate exit by a sculpture that | ooks |ike a giant
cl ot hespi n.

KATE
Hey. What’'s this?

JEFF
People call it “The C ot hespin”,
but that’s not it’'s real nane.

KATE
You gonna tell nme what it’s called?
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JEFF
St and over here for a sec.

Kate wal ks over to where Jeff is standing.

KATE
Oh cool. They're kissing.

JEFF
Very perceptive. It’s called “The
Kiss”, by Caes O deburg.

They both [ ook at each other. It |ooks |ike they m ght kiss.
I nstead she reaches over and squeezes his hand.

CUT TGO
SHOT OF THEM WALKI NG DOMWN t he STREET.

I NT. BAGEL NOSH - LUNCH TI ME

Kate and Jeff are in line at Bagel Nosh, a popul ar Center
City eatery. It is crowded with the typical mx of white
coll ar workers you m ght see in any downtown area at

| unchti ne.

KATE
Ww. Wiere did you hear about this?
It’s killah.
JEFF
Is that a Boston expression?
KATE
Sure.
JEFF
I have a confession.
KATE
What’ s that?
JEFF
I lived in Boston briefly.
KATE
No way!!
JEFF

Yeppir.
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KATE

| didn’t know that. Where?
JEFF

Back Bay.
KATE

Cool .

Eat s her sandw ch.

JEFF

What do you feel |ike doing?
She notions that she' s eating.

JEFF
(conti nued)
Sorry.

KATE
Grdneffzzz.

They bot h | augh.

JEFF
So what do you want to do now?

KATE
You' re the one who knows Philly.
You' ve been here for a year now?

JEFF
OK | think I have sonething in
m nd. You ready?

KATE
Sur e.
EXT. BAGEL NOSH - DAY

Jeff and Kate hail a cab. One stops. They get in.

EXT. FAI RMOUNT PARK DAY

The cab pulls up in the mddle of Fairmunt Park. Jeff gives
the driver a 20. JIMW D AMCO is a mddl e aged
Italian\Anerican with a slight paunch that is visible even in
the driver’'s seat.



JEFF
Can you keep the notor running.

JI MW
Hey keep your noney. W' Il settle
up when we’re done.

Cabbi e returns Jeff his noney.

JEFF
Thanks.

JI MW
I normally woul d take the noney but
you got an honest face.

KATE
VWhat ' s next?

JEFF
Fol | ow ne.

Kate follows Jeff to a | ong stone bench.

KATE
What are we doi ng?

JEFF
Just. ...

G ves her that little kid, C non just trust ne,

KATE
XK

JEFF
Sit there. Pl ease.

KATE
K. This better be good.
CLOSE- UP OF JEFF
Jeff whispers, barely audible.
CUT TO
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CLOSE- UP OF KATE

JEFF
(G S)
What do you want to do now?

KATE
Oh ny god!! How did you do that?

JEFF
You can whi sper.

KATE
(whi speri ng)
That’' s great.

JEFF

It’s called the whispering benches.

It was built for the Centennial
Cel ebration. Over there is
Centenni al Hall.

Jeff points.

I NT. CAB -

KATE
Neat .

DAY

JI MW
The Wi spering Benches. Lenmme
guess. Youse had lunch in Center
City and the boyfriend wanted to
surprise you with the Wi spering
Benches.

JEFF
I’ mnot her boyfriend.

LOU E
OK. So she’s cheating on her
husband.

JEFF
No, first date.

JI MW
That's different. Al ow ne.
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JEFF
Where we goi ng.
(cab pulls off)

JI MW
Don’t worry, young lovers. If you
don't like it it’'s free. Fair.

KATE
XK

EXT. PH LADELPHI A ZOO - DAY

Cab pulls up to the entrance.

JI MW
Am | good or what?

JEFF
This is perfect.

JI MW
Allow ne to introduce nyself. Jimy
D am co.

JEFF
Jeff.

KATE
Kat e.

JI MW

Wiy don’t | swing back in 3 hours?
I's that enough tine?

Jeff and Kate give each other a furtive | ook.

KATE
Not sure that’s a good idea.

Loui e hands them hi s card.

JI Mwy
Look. Here’ s what you do. There’'s
t he conmpany’ s nunber. \Wen you're
ready you call. If you want nme you
ask for ne. therw se, no hard
feel i ngs? Under st ood?

KATE
Yeh. That’s good Louie. Thanks.



The two get out of the cab.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - NEXT DAY

JEFF
And then we went to the zoo. Al in
all it was a perfect day.

DR KAPLAN

Except you didn't have sex.

JEFF
And we’re not goi ng oo0.

DR. KAPLAN
You had that nuch of a di scussion?

JEFF
Not in so many words.

Jeff stops and stares at the floor sadly.

DR KAPLAN
What ' s up?

JEFF
That 1'd like to not be in the
hospital next tine | neet a girl
l'i ke her.

DR. KAPLAN
Go on.

JEFF
| mean nost guys ny age are in
col |l ege and dating. Wat aml
doi ng?

DR KAPLAN
Most guys haven’t been through what
you’ ve been through. Don’t be so
hard on yoursel f.

JEFF
| can’t help what | feel.

DR KAPLAN
So do sonet hing about it. Mike a
goal and stick to it.



JEFF
I want to be out of here by my 21st
birthday. How s that sound?

DR KAPLAN
"1l do what | can to help you.

I NT. MORNI NG MEETI NG - TWO DAYS LATER

DR KAZANJI AN
Good norning everyone. W have sone
good news. Kate? You want to tel
us?

KATE
I will be getting discharged
t onor r ow.

TRACY
That was quick. Are you sure you're
r eady.

KATE
My doctor thinks I'’mready. He felt
that in nmy case the sooner | can go
back to college and resune ny life,
t he better.

DR KAPLAN
Everyone wi |l continue to have
i ssues after they get out of here
so for sone it makes sense to not
get too confortable.

TYRONE
Keep in touch

DR LAZARUS
Jeff would you care to add
anyt hi ng.

JEFF
Not really.
I NT. JEFF' S ROOM - SEVERAL M NUTES LATER
Kate knocks. Jeff’s reading. It’s a little after

KATE
Can | cone in?

| unch.

68.
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JEFF
Sure. You're wel cone anyti ne.

KATE
You seema little down. Is it nme?

JEFF
No. Just having an off day.

KATE
Cnmon. Talk to to ne.

JEFF
Wiy would it be you?

KATE
It just seens |ike your nood
changed when | nmade the
announcenent .

Jeff puts down this book

JEFF
When were you going to tell ne? Was
| going to get a postcard after you
left?

KATE
Now that’s not fair. | just nade ny
deci si on yest erday.

JEFF
I"’msorry. It's not you, really. I
just hate seeing everyone el se
leaving. It's like the world is
passi ng ne by.

KATE
You have to do things at your own
pace. You know?

JEFF
What does that nean exactly? Am1| a
hor se?
KATE
Now don’t get smart with ne,
buster.
JEFF

I will if I want to, wench.
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KATE
We'll see about that.

The two start to westle playfully, nore |ike bear cubs on a
Nati onal Geographic special than anything of a sexual nature.

Tyrone and Tracy wal k in.

TYRONE AND TRACY TOGETHER
Look what we have here.

Tracy goes to pull Kate off of Jeff.

TRACY
Sonmebody get the hose.
JEFF
VWhat ? W weren’t doi ng anyt hi ng.
TYRONE
That’s not what it |looked like to
nme.
TRACY

Unbel i evabl e.

TYRONE
You guys really blew it this tinme.
W were coming in to say that Dr.
Kapl an approved of you goi ng out
for a few hours. To get your good-

byes in.

TRACY
Looks |i ke you were one step ahead
of wus.

JEFF

Waita sec. That’'s not what
happened. She cane in and asked ne
what was wrong and we just got to
j oki ng.

TYRONE
Jeff, how | ong have you been here
on the floor? You know the rules,
man.

JEFF
| don’t see what that has to do
with it.
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TYRONE
It has everything to do with it.

JEFF
This is such bullshit.
(getting heated up)

KATE
Cal mdown. It’'s not worth it.

JEFF
(to Tyrone)
You' re just pissed cause you and
Tracy broke up and you ain’t
getti ng none.

TRACY
That is none of your goddam
busi ness.

TYRONE
Let me get out of here before I get
in trouble.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNI'T - NEXT DAY

There is a banner that reads “Best of Luck Kate” hanging on
the wall. People are having ice cream and cake in the dining
room

KATE
Has anyone seen Jeff?

TYRONE
He didn’'t go to norning neeting
t hi s norning.

KATE
Do you think it will be K if | say
goodbye to him

TRACY
No. It’'s against the rules.
(smles)
Go ahead.
I NT. JEFF S ROOM - DAY

Kate cones in.



KATE
Hey stranger

JEFF
So today’s the big day, huh?

KATE
You're taking this pretty hard.

JEFF

| told you, it’s ne. It’'s not you.

KATE
I know, but you should |et ny
| eaving inspire you, not depress
you.

JEFF
Good | uck.

Tracy is at the door
(conti nued)
May | give her a hug?

TRACY
Now, conme on! We're not that bad
here.

JEFF

Not sure about that.

TRACY

Hug wi ndow cl osi ng. C oooosi nnnng.

JEFF
K. Cnere you.

Kate and Jeff hug.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

Jeff is |ooking dishevell ed.

DR KAPLAN
I"’ma little concerned about your
hygi ene.

JEFF

I"mfine.

72.
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DR KAPLAN
I’mgoing to have to draw a |ine
here. If you re not clean and cl ean
shaven tonorrow, we neet on the
floor. Case closed. My nose, and ny
furniture, can only take so nuch.

JEFF
Fi ne.

DR KAPLAN
Fi ne.

NURSES STATI ON - NEXT DAY
Staff meeting.

TYRONE
That man is ripe. W need to hose
hi m down like in the novies “snake-
pit” novies.

TRACY
C nmon, Tyrone. W' ve had worst.

TYRONE
| could understand it if he was a
sl ob even. But he’'s the cl eanest
one here. O was.

MARY ELLEN
Maybe we shoul d up his neds.

DR. KAPLAN
That would only put himon the
defensive. He needs to work this
out hinsel f.

TRACY
I was thinking.
TYRONE
Uh-oh. That’s dangerous.
TRACY
Tyrone!
DR KAPLAN

"1l take any suggestions any day
of the week. \Wat did you have in
m nd?



“Oooohs”

TRACY
Tyrone and | went to this new
conedy club the other night. What
was it called?

and “ahhhs” from ot her staff.

TYRONE
You peopl e have dirty m nds. W
decided to stay friends. Get your
m nds out of the gutter.

TRACY
| renenber. The place was called
t he Comedy Hutch, close to Drexel

DR LAZARUS
|"ve heard of it. A bunch of | ocal
conmcs started their own club when
they couldn’t find work any where
el se.

TRACY
When we were there the entcee
announced that the club was
starting an open mke in tw weeks.

DR KAPLAN
Go on. | like where your going with
this.

DR KAZANJI AN
Me too.

TRACY
People. Hello!!! Who's the funniest
person on the unit?

MARY ELLEN
Euni ce, the cleaning |ady?

TRACY
Patient!! Who's the funniest
patient?

EVERYBODY
Jeffl!!l

DR. KAPLAN
Eur ekal
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I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
So what do you think? If you clean
up we' Il let you go. This is right

up your alley.

JEFF
| guess | have an appointnent with
a bar of soap. Can’t wait to talk
about this shit-hole.

DR KAPLAN
That’s the thing, Jeff. W
di scussed this in staff neeting and
we all think you should avoid
t al ki ng about the hospital.

JEFF
That sucks.

DR. KAPLAN
This is an excellent chance for
sone resocialization here Jeff.
You're a smart guy. Tal k about
current events. Your famly.

JEFF
"1l give it a shot.

MARKET STREET EL - N GHT

TYRONE
You psyched, dude?

JEFF
Yeh.

TYRONE

| tell ya, man. It takes a | ot of
balls to go down there in front of
peopl e you don’t even know.

JEFF
Thanks. So, we cool ?

TYRONE
Ain’t nuthin but a thang.

They high five.
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I NT. COMEDY HUTCH LOBBY - N GHT

The atnosphere is buzzing with excitenment. Over 100 people
are there to sign up. A tough looking Irish guy in his late
30’s saunters into the crowd. He is the manager of The Conedy
Hutch. H's nane is SHAWN MCGUI NESS.

SHAVWN
Thanks for comi ng out tonight. I'm
Shawn. | manage this place. Ww.

This is an amazing turnout for our
first ever open m ke here at the
Comedy Hutch. | need everybody to
file into the club area in an
orderly fashion. | need to nake a
f ew announcenent s.

I NT. COMEDY HUTCH MAIN CLUB - NI GHT

SHAVWN
Hey.

CROWD
Hey.

SHAVWN
Ni ce crowd.

Shawn is at the m ke on the stage. It is your basic conedy
club stage with the red brick background and the nanme of the
comedy club, “The Conedy hutch” on the brick in |oud yell ow
l ettering.

SHAWN
K gang. Here's the deal. There’'s
too many of you here tonight. So

here’s what we’'re gonna do. |I’'m
sendi ng around a note pad. Everyone
is to put down their nanme. | know

this sounds a little corny but
we're going to pick your nane out
of a hat. If you get picked for

toni ght, then you go on tonight..

If not we put you down for next
week. It’s that sinple. After next
week we will only take the first 25
people. So conme early. It will nake
all of our lives a little easier.
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EXT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT
Jeff and Tyrone are seen com ng out of the club.

TYRONE
Sorry you didn’t get picked. But
you got the excursion for next
week. So cone next week.

JEFF
Thanks for com ng down.
TYRONE
Sure, man. Listen, | know this

great pizza place two bl ocks from
here. My treat.

JEFF
I"m st arved.

I NT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT

It is the follow ng week. Jeff has nmade it down for the next
week. He’s by hinself. Two guys are sitting next to Jeff in
the club. They’'re nanmes are BRI AN TI MMONEY and STEVE

TALARI CO.

STEVE
H kind stranger. My friend and |
are fromthe pl anet
(makes a sound like a
beaver on quaal udes)
Fr ommmmudkd| mppsssz.

JEFF
| see.

BRI AN
He doesn’t believe us.

STEVE
We al so go by the name “Earl”

JEFF
Ah, a conedy team named Earl .
That' 1|l go over.

STEVE
W like him



BRI AN
Yes, we like him

Shawn cones out on stage. Everybody quiets down.

SHAVWN
X people. This is how it goes
down. If you think you' re funny, we
can’t wait to see you prove it. If
you’' re boss or co-workers think
you' re funny then go hone because
they’ re never a good judge. Go
hone.

Two peopl e | eave.

SHAWN
Oh ny god. | can’t believe two
people left.
(yell s out door)
People, | was only joking.
He waits a second.
SHAWN

OK. They're not com ng back. That’s
good. They didn’'t have the balls to
stay. Fuckem

The com cs | augh.

SHAVWN
Seriously, gang. Here's the rules.
You get 5 minutes. If you re doing
really well, we’ll let you go for a
little longer. If not, Larry, show
t hem what happens.

Larry flicks the flashlight.

SHAVWN
If Larry flicks the flashlight,
that's a polite signal to get off.
Larry show the nice peopl e what
happens the second tine.

Larry turns of the spotlight on the stage.

SHAVWN
Subtle, aint we?

Com cs | augh.
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SHAVWN
Profanity is allowed to a degree.
But, people, let’s use our heads.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
How did it go?
JEFF
Vent pretty well. | didn't do that

great but it was fun.

DR KAPLAN
That’s nice. As | said before, this
is nore of a social activity than
anyt hing el se.

JEFF
| have to wite nore material. You
have to stay fresh

DR KAPLAN
You sound like you're really taking
this seriously. That’s good.

JEFF
I like it.

EXT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT

It

is early. Just Brian, Steve, and Jeff are there.

BRI AN
Hey, | ook who the cat drug in.

STEVE
Li ked your set. Mich better than
ours.

JEFF

You ki ddi ng? You guys are awesone.
STEVE

Thanks.
JEFF

“Ogasmto Go” was awesone. Just
awesone.

79.
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STEVE
I liked your bit about “Wite CQuys
Wthout Grlfriends”

Brian, who's the crazier of the two, does Jeff’s bit right in
the mddl e of the sidewal k.

BRI AN
| just joined a support group.
White guys without girlfriends. OK
Fl yers Honme gane.

STEVE
Brilliant, Jeff. Absolutely
brilliant.

BRI AN

The two of us are going for a drink
after the show W'd like if you
j oi ned us.

JEFF
Sorry, guys. Work in the norning.

BRI AN
OCooh. Work.

STEVE
Oooh ah icky pooh.

BRI AN
What did you say you did Jeff?

JEFF
I"d have to kill you if I told you

Bot h guys | augh.

STEVE
Just awesone. This guys a geni us.

BRI AN
A not her f ucki ng geni us.
I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - NEXT DAY

DR KAPLAN
How i s comedy goi ng?
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JEFF
Not bad, Doctor. These two guys
asked me to join themfor a drink.
| politely declined.

DR KAPLAN
I"’mglad you did.

Laughs a nock- condescendi ng | augh.

JEFF
Me too.

DR KAPLAN
I wanted to talk to you about
somet hi ng. Next week is the end of
your last commitnent period. |’'ve
deci ded not to renew.

JEFF
Yes!

DR KAPLAN
You’ ve cone a |long way. You ve done
all the hard work. 1've been

thinking. It’s been a long tine

since you' ve seen your parents. |f
your father wanted to pay for you
to take the plane up for a weekend

pass, | wouldn't m nd.
JEFF

Not the bus?
DR KAPLAN

Let’s not tenpt fate Jeff. You know
what happened | ast tine.

JEFF
XK

EXT. PENNYPACKER | NSTI TUTE - FRI DAY
Jeff is wal king out of the main entrance with his bags.
Tyrone is with him A cab pulls up. It is Steve fromthe

comedy cl ub

STEVE
Hey | ook who it is.

He gets out and hel ps Jeff with his bags.
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JEFF
What ' s up?

STEVE
Not nuch. Where to?

JEFF
Airport.

STEVE

This is where you work?
Tyrone says not hi ng.

JEFF
Steve, | live here. I"ma patient.

Steve is visibly unconfortable.

STEVE
No. . probl em nan. .. The airport it
iS.

Jeff gets in the cab. Cab pulls out into the street.

EXT. LYCOM NG COUNTY Al RPORT - DAY

A dinky little Al egheny Comruter turbo-prop touches down on
an air strip only slightly bigger than a football field.

I NT. LYCOM NG COUNTY Al RPORT - DAY

Jeff walks into the termnal, where Lenny and Sandy are
wai ting for him

SANDY
How was your trip?

G ves Jeff a very pursed lip kiss.

JEFF
OK Mom Hey Dad.

LENNY
Look at you. You | ook great.

JEFF
Thanks.
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LENNY
You hungry? Mom made a roast, a
turkey and soup. Hope you brought
your appetite.

JEFF
Sure did.

I NT. THE CUTLER HOUSE - LATER

The Cutlers are having dinner. Everyone is there. In addition
to Lenny, Sandy, Gary and Lisa are also Jeff’s big sister
CATHY and hi s ot her brother STEVE

STEVE
So, how are things at the nut-
house?

LENNY

St even Jeronme Cutler! There' s no
call for that! Could you pass the
roast beef, Lisa?

GARY
Pass the roast beef to Dad.

STEVE
Jeff knows | was joking.

GARY
"1l get them

JEFF
That’s great. Didn't you get sone
awards | ast year?

GARY
"1l show themto you

Gary gets up and goes upstairs.

SANDY
Come back here young man. He can
| ook at your trophies after dinner.

Gary is already upstairs.

CATHY
Li sten, sonme of ny friends and I
are going out. Do you wanna cone?
C ndy m ght be joining us.



SANDY
Honey, Jeff doesn’t need any
exci tement right now

JEFF
Mom quit trying to protect ne. Dr.
Kapl an says you’ re ashaned of ne.
That’ s why you keep nme fromthings.

SANDY
And this doctor, he knows
everyt hing eh?

JEFF
He knows a | ot.

SANDY
(changes the subject)
Have you seen any good novies
lately?

JEFF
Quit changi ng the subject, Mm

LENNY
Let it go. Yo can’t change her.

JEFF
Wl | soneone has to change. Wy do
you think I"'mthe way | am Because
of you and Mom

LENNY
We try our best Son.

GARY
(back fromhis roomwth
t rophi es)
Here you go.

JEFF
Neat. What’'s this one for.

GARY
This one is for the regionals. And
this one was for the States.

LENNY
K. That’s enough. Gary take those
back upstairs. Now. C non pal,
we're here for Jeff today.
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GARY

You never |let me do anyt hi ng!
JEFF

That’'s OK Gary. 1’1 look at them

[ater. Just put themin the hallway
for now Is that OK Dad?

LENNY
VWhat ever.

Gary takes trophies out of the dining room

STEVE
Jeff. | hear you had a girlfriend
up there.

JEFF
Not really. W went out once.

STEVE
Do you hear from her?

JEFF
I got a card from her once. Nothing
since then.

STEVE
I got accepted into Princeton and
Cor nel I .

JEFF
Mazel Tov!

STEVE
But | think I’m going to Dickinson
i nst ead.

JEFF
That’ s a good school. One of the
better liberal arts colleges in the
country isn't it?

SANDY
You' Il go where we pay for you to
go. And we’re not having that
di scussion right now. This is
Jeff’s night.

LENNY
M. artsy-fartsy is too good for
the Ivy League.
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SANDY
You' d think he’d want to go to an
I vy League col | ege.

LENNY
He spends the application fees for
both and he doesn’t want to go. You
try earning twenty bucks, mster.
It ain"t so easy.

CATHY
I know why Stevie wants to go to
Di cki nson.

JEFF
Wy ?
CATHY
Two words. Stephie Gold.
JEFF
Ahhh.
LENNY

I knew it had to be sonething |ike
t hat .

SANDY
That settles it. You re not going.
That wonman is a hussy. She broke
your heart once with your best
friend yet. Wiy would you want to
come 500 miles within that wench.

LENNY
Good poi nt, Sandy.

JEFF
You said you wouldn’t tell!!

CATHY
Since when do ny prom ses nean
anyt hi ng?

JEFF
That’s nothing to be proud of.

CATHY
Oh shut up. You ve never |ied?

JEFF
No, | haven’'t.
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CATHY
Wo’'s the one that told nom and dad
you never got high at that G ateful
Dead concert just before you got
sick. Stevie told ne everything.

JEFF
Thanks Steve. That's the | ast |
tell you anything.

Sandy gets up and goes to the kitchen.

SANDY
OK. I"'mcutting the cake. Conme here
and hel p ne, Cathy

Cathy goes in to help her nother.

LENNY
C non. Let’s not spoil Jeff’'s
homecom ng. Jeff, Dr. Kaplan tells
your nother and nme you’ ve been
goi ng down to the comedy club

LI SA
Jeff’s the funniest. Renenber your
Elvis inpression? | |ove that.

Jeff begins a fairly decent inpression of Elvis doing “Return
to Sender”

JEFF
Sent a letter to the postman.. ..

CUT TGO

I NT. THE CUTLER HOUSE - A FEW M NUTES LATER

Everybody except Sandy and Cathy are singing.

EVERYBCODY
Return to Sender! Address
unknown!!'! No such number. No such

phone.
Sandy cones in with the cake.
EVERYBODY

Happy Birthday to Jeff. Happy
Birthday to Jeff.



JEFF
But nmy birthday is not for 3 nore
nont hs.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - MONDAY

DR. KAPLAN
How was your visit?

JEFF
My famly is nuttier than the
entire Young Adult Unit conbi ned.

DR KAPLAN
(1 aughi ng)
Many famlies are. Have you ever
heard t he expression “dysfunctional
famly”?

JEFF
Don’t believe | have. The word is
ki nda sel f explanatory, | guess.
What is the clinical nmeaning of the
ternf

DR KAPLAN
Crazy fucking famly.

Jeff | aughs out [ oud.

JEFF
That’'s the Cutlers in a nutshell,
so to speak

Dr. Kapl an chuckl es.

DR KAPLAN
Did you get along with your nonf?

JEFF
As good as usual. You know. She
showed her | ove through her
cooki ng.

DR KAPLAN
Is she a good cook?

JEFF
The best. Her brisket is known
t hr oughout the Northeast Corridor
and parts west.



DR. KAPLAN
Is that so bad?

JEFF
No, it’s not.

DR KAPLAN

I"’mof two mnds on this. Although
we can certainly attribute your
fear of intimacy to your nother,
the fact remains that you can’'t
change people. She’s al ways goi ng
to be who she is. Nothing you can
do can change that.

JEFF
I know, but it drives me crazy.

DR KAPLAN
Wll, don't let it drive you crazy.
In some ways you are heal thier than
her.

JEFF

| get that feeling.

DR KAPLAN
At |east you' re getting help for
what ails you.

JEFF
Yep. Monis got many, nmany briskets
to go on the road to recovery.

| NT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT
Jeff is onstage.

JEFF
My nom shows her | ove through her
cooki ng. She’s al ways been unabl e
to show her |ove the normal way, so
instead she uses food. She's I|ike
many Jew sh wonen of her
gener ati on.

Audi ences chuckl es.
JEFF

(conti nued)
O course her cooking is better.
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Audi ence roars.

JEFF
(conti nued)
OK. That’s ny set. If you liked ne,
ny nane is Jeff Cutler. If you
didn't like ne ny nane is John
Smi t h.

Audi ence appl auds as Jeff puts the m ke back on the stand.

| NT. COVEDY HUTCH - M NUTES LATER
Shawn sticks his head into the cl ub

SHAVWN
Jeff, can | speak with you for a
second.

Jeff and Shawn go out into the hallway.

SHAVWN
Questi on.

JEFF
Sure, go ahead Shawn.

SHAVWN
What are your career goals?

JEFF
What do you nean?

SHAWN
| nean, where do you see yourself 5
years from now i n conedy.

JEFF
I’ ve never thought of it Shawn. |
pretty much just like doing this
for fun.

SHAVWN
I think that cones across. People
respond to the fact that you' re
enj oyi ng yoursel f.

JEFF
Thanks.



SHAWN
You' re wel come. Hey, | brought you
out here for a reason. W’ re having
a contest next week. It’s
invitation only. Interested?

JEFF
Sur e.

SHAVWN
Good. Don’t you wanna know what the
prize is?

JEFF
If you want to tell ne.

SHAVWN

This guy. You' re so genuine.

(to hinself)
I like this guy.

(to Jeff)
The prize is a shot on M ke
Douglas. My girlfriend does his
makeup. |I'mreally doing this for
the club. You know, publicity. But
if it helps a young comc. So be
it.

JEFF
(now visibly excited)
Cool !

SHAWN
It’s next week. Can | give you sone
free advice?

JEFF
Sur e.

SHAVWN
Be yourself. And bring your best
material. This is not open m ke.
The thing to do is open with your
second best material, then close
with your killer shit. That’s how
you win a contest.

JEFF
This is val uabl e advice. Thank you
so nmuch, man.

91.



SHAVWN
Knock em dead kid. | expect big
t hi ngs from you.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY
Mor ni ng neeti ng.

DR KAZANJI AN
The cl eaning | ady said she thinks
sonebody has been having sex in the
rec room This is very serious. W
will not tolerate that kind of
behavi or. Is that understood?

No response.

DR. KAZANJI AN
| said, is that understood?

EVERYBCODY
Under st ood.

DR KAZANJI AN
We have a big announcenent to nake.

TRACY
W' re very excited for you.
(to Jeff)

MARY ELLEN
| think they’d like to hear.
JEFF
As everyone knows, |’ve been going
to the open m ke once a week.
MARY ELLEN
Cnon, tell themalready. | can't

stand the suspense.

JEFF
K. They’'re having a contest at the
club next week. It’s by invitation
only and |1’ ve been invited, so to
speak.

ANNE
That’' s great.

KELVI N
Way to go dude
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ANNE
Yeh, way to go.

MARY KATHERI NE
That’' s great.

There are three new patients in this scene. SERENA APPLEGATE-
a twenty sonmething African Anerican woman with a big fro and
a perpetual smle; ROBERT KEEVER, dressed in classic preppie
attire(alligator shirt, chinos, docksiders) ; CHARLES BRI LL,

a punker wearing a Cash t-shirt and sporting a Mhawk.

CHARLES
We' Il have to get an excursion to
come see ya, man.
ANNE
Yeh. Great idea.
JEFF
Not a great idea.
KELVI N
Wiy do you say that?
JEFF
(pai ned expression on
face)
Vell.........
DR KAPLAN

I think under the circunstances
it’s not the best. Jeff needs to
concentrate.

SERENA
You didn't tell them did you?
JEFF
(sheepi shly)
No, | didn't.
KELVI N

Mot her fucker didn’t tell his conmedy
hom es he’s in the insane asylum
Is that sonme fucked up shit or
what ?

SERENA
Are you ashaned of us?



DR KAPLAN
Hol d t he phone people. | need to
interject something here. Jeff went
entirely on ny advice.

TYRONE
Yeh. Listen up. We're all proud of
you. Al npst everyone here has done
alot of work or will do a | ot of
hard work getting their shit
together. We’'re not ashaned of
anyone of you.

M NDI
Wl |, maybe one of us.
Group chuckl es.
TYRONE

Even you, M ndi. You ve cone a |ong
way. But let’s get real. Society
still has a ways to go before it
treats people like you as equals.
It’s not right, but you have to be
prepared for it.

Shot of everyone |i stening.

DR KAPLAN
Tyrone nakes a good point.

TYRONE
(turns to Jeff)
Jeff why don’t you tell people what
happened with your friend.

JEFF
This friend I nade at the club
supports hinself by driving a cab.
He happened to be ny driver when |
went to ny parents’ a few weeks
ago. Ever since then, he barely
talks to ne except to say hi.

SERENA
That sucks.

KELVI N
He wasn’t your friend, then.

JEFF
You're right. But it still hurts.
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TRACY
| feel your pain.

JEFF
(suppresses | aughter)

Thanks Tracy. That’'s mighty white

of you.

TRACY
What did | say?

I NT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT

It is the big contest. The roomis packed. The lights are
di mmed, as the stage is still enpty.

SHAVWN
(G S.)
Good evening | adi es and gentl eman.
Wel come to Conedy Hutch's first
annual Tournanent of Chanpi ons.

Audi ence appl auses. Serena, Kelvin and Anne are appl audi ng.
Dr. Kaplan, Tyrone and Tracy are wildly applaudi ng at anot her
t abl e.

CUT TGO

The stairway, where the other comcs are waiting patiently to
be call ed.

CUT TGO

SHAVWN

(G S.)
As you know there are 25 com cs
here tonight, but there can only be
one wi nner. Everyone will do 3
m nutes. This isn't |ike regular
open mke. If you go over, you get
one warning. If you ignore said
warning | personally will get on
stage and nercilessly cut you off.
So, without further a due, I'm
pl eased to bring up our speci al
guest for the evening. Ladies and
Gentl emen, let’s give warm Conedy
Hutch wel cone to M. M ke Dougl as.

M KE DOUGLAS cones up on stage fromway in the back of the
room There is thunderous appl ause.
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M KE DOUGLAS
How i s everybody doi ng tonight?

The audi ence cheers.

AUDI ENCE
K

M KE DOUGLAS
K, who?

AUDI ENCE
XK, M ke.

M KE DOUGLAS

Everybody here to have a good tine?

AUDI ENCE
Yes, M ke.

Sone scattered | aughter.

M KE DOUGLAS
I just want to say that there are
no |l osers tonight. Everyone’'s a
Wi nner.

Audi ence appl auses.

M KE DOUGLAS
I’mgoing to introduce the first
act then Shawn will take it from
t here.

Pul |l s out an i ndex card.

M KE DOUGLAS
Forgive ne. | usually have the
advant age of cue cards where |
wor k.

Audi ence chuckl es appreciatively.

SERENA
Go M ke.

Audi ence | aughs.

M KE DOUGLAS
Qur first act is a conmedy team
that, since open mkes started
here, have been just tearing up the
pl ace.

( MORE)
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M KE DOUGLAS(cont' d)

Wth their unique brand of off the
wal | hunor..| give you Earl!

Audi ence appl auds.
CUT TO

Brian and Steve on stairway ready to go on.

JEFF
Kill, guys.

STEVE
You too, Jeff.

BRI AN
Kill.

JEFF
I will.

CUT TGO

Steve and Brian take the stage. The next two mnutes is a
nont age of shots of both perforners and audi ence to a nusi cal
interlude. The | aughter, the appl ause and the perforners
shoul d be barely be audible but just enough to enhance the
experience. At the end of sequence Shawn’s voi ce, now

conpl etely audi ble, and wi thout any nusic, cones on.

SHAVWN
(G S.)
OK. People, give us a few mnutes
to cone up with our decision.

SHOT OF SERENA AND ANNE

SERENA
What do you think?
ANNE
He won. | know it.

Li ghts go down agai n. Audi ence nmakes that “rhubarb apple”
noi se that crowds always nake in the novies. M ke Dougl as
ascends the stage. The audi ence appl auds.

M KE DOUGLAS
Are you ready?

Crowd goes nuts.
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CROND
Yeh! I'!

M KE DOUGLAS
K. The 2nd runner up will get to
host the next open m ke. The 1st
runner up will get a weekend guest
shot here at the club. And the
wi nner gets a shot on ny show. The
1st runner up is Frank WIIiamns.

FRANK WLLIAMS is an African/Arerican in his md 30's. He is
exquisitely attired in a perfectly fitting suit. He bounds up
on stage.

M KE DOUGLAS
Such ener gy.

FRANK
Thanks M ke. Thanks Judges. This is
al nost as good as...the pussy!!

Audi ence howl s. Frank exits stage.

M KE DOUGLAS
Let’s give a nice hand for Frank
agai n.

Audi ence appl auses.
CUT TO
Dr. Kaplan and the staff at their table.

DR KAPLAN
C non Jeff.

The others are crossing their fingers and gritting their
t eet h.

CUT TGO

M KE DOUGLAS
(1 ooks at piece of paper)
Now for our 1st runner up. Is
everyone excited? I know | am And
the 1st runner up is Todd D anond.

TODD DI AMOND i s a handsone, dark haired young man in his
20's. He is casually attired, but hip Iooking.
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TODD
I"d like to thank the Acadeny.....
(waits for the laugh like
the pro that he is)
And ny not her.

Audi ence | aughs.

M KE DOUGLAS
I"d like to thank your nother too.

Audi ence chuckl es.

TODD
That’ s where | know you from Don’t
you usual ly have a drink in your
hand?

Audi ence | aughs. Todd steps down all the while waving like
Queen Eli zabet h.

M KE DOUGLAS
I s everybody ready?

Serena and Anne are crossing their fingers and closing their
eyes.

CUT TGO

Jeff is in the stairwell with the rest of the comcs. He has
a resigned but satisfied expression on his face.

M KE DOUGLAS
And the winner is...
(pauses)

The first chanpion, or | should say
chanpi ons, of the Tournanent of
Chanpi ons. ..
(pause again, nore
dramati cal | y)
Earl!!!

Crowd goes wild. Steve and Brian go up to the stage.
BOB GOES THE WEASEL
We'd Iike to thank Todd Di anond for
t hanki ng the acadeny for us.
They | eave the stage to thunderous appl ause.

CUT TGO
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Shawn | aughi ng uproariously.

CUT TGO

I NT. Pl ZZA PLACE NEARBY - N GHT
Jeff is in there with Serena, Anne and Kel vin.

KELVI N
Man. You shoul da won. You were way
better than Earl. They re just
Steve Martin with schizophreni a.

SERENA
Yeh!
ANNE
Brian was ki nda cute.
SERENA
Anne!!
ANNE
Vel |, he was. But he’s the eneny.
KELVI N
You shoul d be proud of yourself.
ANNE
Yes.
KELVI N

| say that since we don’t have
drinks, let’'s all raise our slices
i n honor of Jeff.

They raise their slices.

ANNE
Cheers!!

KELVI N
Das Vi danya

SERENA
You go boy.

JEFF
L' Chai m
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I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
You were great the other night.
W' re all proud of you.

JEFF
Thank you, Dr. Kapl an.

DR KAPLAN
So, let’s talk about getting you
out of here.

JEFF
I’d like that.

DR KAPLAN
First thing we’d have to do is to
have you | ook for an apartnent.

JEFF
VWhat would | do after that?

DR KAPLAN
Have you deci ded what you want to
do? | assune you’'ve given it sone
t hought .

JEFF
I"d like to do conedy full tine.

DR. KAPLAN
You sure that’s realistic?

JEFF
I m good enough.

DR KAPLAN
We know you’ re good but are you
sure you' re ready for sonething
that stressful ?

JEFF
I"'mafraid that if | don’t do it
now, | never will.

DR. KAPLAN

You know, bubbe, you were a pretty
sick pup there for a while.
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JEFF
I know Doctor. But this is the tine
to doit. And I'Il be happy to be

out of here.

DR KAPLAN
Where woul d you nove to? Were
woul d you live?

JEFF
I"d like to nove either to L. A or
New Yor k?

DR. KAPLAN
That nmkes sense. That's where
woul d go.

JEFF

What do | have to do get ready doc?

DR KAPLAN
You al ready are ready. You' re not
conm tted anynore so when you think
you're ready that’s when you're

r eady.
JEFF
My father’s coming here this
weekend. 1’'I1 talk to himabout it.
DR KAPLAN

That’ s a good place to start.

I NT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT

Jeff and Frank WIllians are having a conversation in the
| obby.

JEFF
Frank, let ne ask you sonet hi ng.

FRANK
Sure, buddy. Go ahead.

JEFF
Have you ever thought about going
to L.A. O New York?

FRANK
I’d do it in a heartbeat if |
coul d.



JEFF
What ' s stopping you?
FRANK
Lotta things.
JEFF
Li ke what ?
FRANK
For one thing, ny famly. My wife
would kill nme if I even brought it
up. And I, unlike nost of you buns,
have a real job
JEFF
Let me ask you sonet hi ng.
FRANK
Go.
JEFF
What ?
FRANK

Go. If you want to go to New York,
Now s the tine.

JEFF
What about the hospital ?

FRANK
|’d get out of there first.

JEFF
(1 aughi ng)
You know what | nean.

FRANK
Are you asking ne if you should
stay in this shit-hole just cause
you went a little crazy a while
back? Is that what you’ re asking?

JEFF
Yeh.

FRANK
Hel | yeah. Listen you ain’t crazier
t han nost fol ks around here. So you
had a rough spell. W hasn’t. Can
| be honest?

103.
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JEFF
Are you ever anything but?

FRANK
You're a funny guy, but there’s
not hi ng about your stuff that sets
you apart from about 20 ot her
Jewi sh comi cs with nother issues.
Do you dig what I'mtelling you, ny
Jew sh brot her?

JEFF
So what are you sayi ng?

FRANK
Wiat |'msaying is if there’'s 20 of
you Jews in Philly how many wil |
there be in Jew York?

JEFF
"1l let that slide cause | know
you secretly want to be a Jew.

FRANK
You know it. | could go for sone of
that Pastram on that half and half
rye bread at the Stage Deli right
now.

JEFF
Wth Russian dressing and a slice
of raw onion. Yummy.

FRANK
What I'"mtrying to get across in
the big | eagues, it’s not enough
just to be good. You have to stand

out .
JEFF
So what are you suggesting?
FRANK
Do you know what | tell ny
students?
JEFF

You teach Hi gh School Engli sh,
don’t you?

FRANK
That’s right. | tell them*"Wite
what you know.”
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JEFF
So are you saying what | think
you’ re sayi ng?

FRANK
How many conedi ans are tal king
about what you’ ve gone through?

JEFF
Not a whol e heck of a | ot.

FRANK
Nane one.

JEFF
| like it.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
I won't allowit.

JEFF
You can’t stop ne.

DR KAPLAN
There’s where you're wwong. | sure
as hell can stop you. | wite the
orders for the excursions. | could
keep you on the floor until your
di schar ge.

JEFF
You woul dn’ t.

DR KAPLAN
No I wouldn’t. I'mnot evil, just a
shrink who wants the best for ny
patient. If you want to open up
your sores for the world to see, be
nmy guest. But there are a couple of
ground rules I want you to agree

to.
JEFF
I’mlistening.
DR. KAPLAN
First of all. No real nanes are to

be used. There are | egal
consi derati ons.
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JEFF
(0 ¢
DR KAPLAN
This means patients and staff both.
JEFF
(0 ¢
DR KAPLAN

And | want to take a | ook at
everything you wite. We'll do it
in our sessions.

JEFF
Do | have a choice?

DR, KAPLAN
No.

EXT. SOQUTH FI ELD - DAY

Jeff is going for a walk on South Field. He wal ks over to the
fence and clinbs over.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY

TYRONE
Did anyone see Jeff?

TRACY
He went for a walk. To clear his
head, he sai d.

TYRONE
Sout h Fi el d?

TRACY
That’' s where he sai d.

TYRONE
| was just there.

(pauses. It dawns on hinm
Dam!! Tracy call the guard and
then call his doctor. Mt herfucker
went AWOL. Wth just 2 weeks to go.
Damm! !
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EXT. WEST PHILLY - DAY

Jeff is running down the street. He stops when he realizes
t hat nobody his follow ng him

CUT TGO

Jeff wal ki ng down the street. He wal ks by a notorcycle gang.
The name “Masai Runblers” is witten on the outside. There is
a pretty notley crew, wonen, nen, blacks, whites, Hi spanics.
They’' re just hangi ng out having drinks, snoking weed. Jeff
tries to nonchalantly to wal k by. Big SPANI SH DUDE sees him

SPANI SH DUDE
Where do you think you re going?

A tough | ooking, slightly pudgy woman approaches Jeff. We'l|
call her BIKER MOLL.

Bl KER MOLL
He’ s m ssing sonething. You know
what ?

SPANI SH DUDE
I know what .
(reaches into cool er
brings out beer)
Here, ny friend. W don’t want t

Hands beer to Jeff.

JEFF
No t hanks.

Bl G BLACK DUDE wi t h Bandanna wal ks up to Jeff.

Bl G BLACK DUDE
You think you re better than us?

He hol ds Jeff as the Spanish Dude and his girlfriend force a
beer down Jeff’s throat as they emt gleeless |aughter.
Suddenly, a big blue A dsnobile pulls up. A man gets out.
It’s Frank.

FRANK
Where have you been? Momi s been
| ooking all over for you.

JEFF

(trying to play along)
Oh, hi. Yeh, let’s go.
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SPANI SH DUDE
Not until he has his breakfast, ny

friend.

FRANK
I think you m ght want to
reconsi der .

Bl G BLACK DUDE
Oh yeh. And what will you do if we
don’' t?

Frank karate chops both guys in vital areas so that they are
now ki ssing dirt. He sweep kicks the |lady so that she goes
flying into the cooler.

FRANK
We better go before nore of them
show up.

CUT TGO

I NT. FRANK' S CAR - DAY

JEFF
Where' d you learn to fight Iike
t hat ?

FRANK

I was in a gang when | was a kid
then | honed ny skills with 3 tours
of duty in Nam

JEFF
Saw a | ot of action did you?

FRANK
Not sonething | care to discuss.
Saved your sorry ass didn't I?

JEFF
Yes you did.

Jeff | ooks over to Frank. He has a big grin on his face.

FRANK
| take back what | said about you
not being crazy. You nmust be crazy
to wal k through this nei ghborhood
wi t hout a machi ne gun. Wat the
hel | were you t hinking?
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JEFF
I have a ot on ny m nd.

FRANK
You hungry?

JEFF
| can al ways eat.

FRANK
My momma al ways said, “If you want
sonmeone to spill the beans, feed

themfirst” She was a w se wonan.

CUT TGO

I NT. FRANK' S HOUSE - DAY

It is Sunday dinner at the WIlianms House. Frank and Jeff are
joined by his wife HASSIE, 35;daughter KEISHA, 7; and son
FRANK JR., 12. Hassie enters the roomw th a huge, juicy
roast chicken. She puts it on the table.

HASSI E
Kids, | want you to |let our guest
choose first.

KElI SHA
(to Jeff)
Do you like the dark neat or the
white neat?

JEFF
I like the dark neat.
KElI SHA
Me t oo.
JEFF
But you know what | |ike even nore
t han the dark neat?
KElI SHA
What’ s that?
JEFF
The wings. | |ove ne sonme w ngs.

Frank Jr. and Kei sha | augh. Hassie sniles.
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HASSI E
Frank told nme what happened at the
contest. That doesn't seemfair.

FRANK
You wuz robbed. Say it. You was
robbed. There’s no way you
shoul dn’t have won that thing. No
way.

HASSI E
Settle down darlin’. He' |l get
anot her chance. Frank tells ne
you're still in the hospital

KEl SHA
Ohhh. The Nut House.

HASSI E
Now Kei sha. You know that’s not
polite. What do you say to Jeff.

KEI SHA
" msorry.

HASSI E
Jeff you' re wel cone here anytine.
Frank tal ks about you all time. I'm

sure the Good Lord has you there
for a reason

JEFF
WIIl the food al ways be this good?

HASSI E
(smling warmy)
Pl ease, boy. You better get out of
her e.
(she’s smles a warnly)

CUT TGO

I NT. FRANK'S CAR - LATE AFTERNOON

FRANK
I’ mgonna drop you off a coupl e of
bl ocks away. | don’t need any

trouble with the authorities.

JEFF
I understand. You have ny word.
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FRANK
Renmenber what | was telling you the
ot her day?

JEFF
About tal king about all this stuff?
FRANK
Yes. Exactly.
JEFF
Sur e.
FRANK

What happened today is a great
exanple. It wites itself.

JEFF
I dunno.

FRANK
Just think about it.

Jeff gets out of the car.

JEFF
Thanks for dinner.

FRANK
Anytime, ny Hebrew brother.
I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY
Doct or Kaplan is | ooking through a notebook and | aughing.

DR KAPLAN
This is good. This is good.

He | aughs agai n.

DR KAPLAN
Looks like you had quite an
af t er noon.

JEFF

It nust have slipped nmy mnd.

DR. KAPLAN
And the Masai Runbl ers no | ess.

JEFF
No | ess.
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DR KAPLAN
Well, Jeff, I"mno expert but
that’s funny stuff. | had ny
m sgi vi ngs, but as |ong as your
confortable I"mconfortable. I'm
going to take you off special so
you can | ook for a place in New
York. | talked to your Dad. He said
it’s your life and you're free to
do as you w sh.

JEFF
Not exactly a gl owi ng endor senent,
but 1'll take it.
DR KAPLAN
One smal |l favor.
JEFF
Sure.
DR KAPLAN

Next time you wanna go AWOL do it
sonewhere el se. Capi che?

JEFF
Capi che.

| NT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT
Frank i s onstage.

FRANK
This next gentleman is not only one
funny guy he is also a close
personal friend. Gve it up for
Jeff Cutler.

Audi ence appl auds. Jeff takes the stage.

JEFF
How i s everybody this evening.
EVERYBQODY
W' re fine. How are you?
JEFF
Just fine. | have a confession to
make. |’ma nmental patient.

CUT TGO
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Shawn tal ki ng on phone.

SHAWN
So here’s the deal. 1'Il pick you
up at your sisters....wait a sec...

(to passerhby)
Did he just say what | think he
sai d?

CUT TO
Jeff back on stage.

JEFF
|’ve been trying to hide it but who
am | kidding? The waitresses ask ne
if I want a beer and | respond with
“Wait let ne ask that nouse over
t here”

Audi ence | aughs

JEFF
Lotta crazy shit happens up there
at the “toot”. That’'s what they
call it. The toot. Like they need
nore ni cknames for it.

Audi ence | aughs.

JEFF
We got one guy there who has an
i mpul se control problem

CUT TO
Shawn is totally entranced watching fromthe sound boot h.

SHAVWN
I like this new direction.

CUT TO
Jeff back on stage.

JEFF
The ot her day they served steak for
di nner, so this guy looks at it and
says“, | think this calls for ny
special A 1. sauce” and proceeds to
pul | down his trousers.

Audi ence | aughs.
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Needl ess to say that’s one guy who
ate the rest of his steak in
secl usi on.

Audi ence how s.

JEFF
That’s ny set. I'’mJeff Cutler

Frank cones up on stage.

FRANK
(aside to Jeff)
G eat set man. That’'s what |'m
tal king about. That’'s it.
(back to audi ence)
Gve it up for Jeff.

I NT. COMEDY HUTCH STAIRS - NI GHT

SHAVWN
Jeff, ny office please.

CUT TGO

I NT. SHAWN' S OFFI CE - NI GHT

SHAWN
So when were you going to tell ne?

JEFF
About the hospital ?

SHAWN
No, you playing for the Phillies.

JEFF
I’msorry, but | was afraid. Not
ever ybody under st ands.

SHAVN
You shoul dn’t be afraid. Most
conedi ans are nuts anyway. The
truth is funny.

JEFF
Thanks. | need to go.

SHAVWN
Cotta be back at the booby hatch?

114.
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JEFF
Yeh. O | turn into a punpkin.
SHAVWN
Prom se ne you Il use that this
weekend.
JEFF

I"mnot here this weekend.

SHAVWN
You are now. You showed ne
sonething different this evening.
Now get going. | don’'t want you to
| ose your privil eges.

I NT. DOCTOR KAPLAN S OFFI CE - DAY

DR KAPLAN
The weekend? Great. |’ m happy for
you. Any luck finding a place?
JEFF
Not yet. Sonething will turn up
DR KAPLAN
Aren’t you kind of waiting till the
[ ast m nute.
JEFF
Yep.
DR KAPLAN

Sone t hi ngs never change.

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY
Mor ni ng neeti ng.

TRACY
This is Jeff’s last full week here.
He' s | eavi ng next Friday.

TYRONE
Mght as well not fight it Jeff.
She' s gonna hug you one way or
anot her.

Jeff wal ks over to Tracy and gives her a huge but gentle bear
hug.
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TRACY
I think I have sonething in ny eye.

Tracy runs out of the room

MARY ELLEN
We're gonna mss you Jeff.

TYRONE
What’'s this |I hear about you not
having a place yet. And you're
novi ng to New Yor k?

JEFF
Sonething will turn up.

I NT. COMEDY HUTCH - NI GHT

Jeff has just finished his set. He wal ks off. He s approached
by JACKI E RCSE, the headliner.

JACKI E
Hey kid. You got guts and you're
funny. That's a good one-two

JEFF
Thanks, Jacki e.

JACKI E
Shawn tells nme you' re looking for a
pl ace in New York?

JEFF
Yes | am And | have to nove next
week.

JACKI E

So happens ny agent got ne a snall
part on a sitcom |’ve been wanting
to nake the big nove out the West
Coast for a while. Wuld you like
to sublet my place in New York
You’ d be hel ping ne out big tine.

JEFF
Who’'s the crazy one, You or nme? O
course!!

I NT. YOUNG ADULT UNIT - DAY

Mor ni ng neeti ng.



They hug.

DR KAPLAN
| guess everyone knows it’'s Jeff’s
| ast day.

TRACY
(sarcastically)
Real | y?
MARY ELLEN

Maybe everyone would |ike to go
around the roonf

KELVI N
Vel |l sucker. You beat ne to it.

JEFF
It’s not a contest Kel vin.

KELVI N
I know brother but 1'd |ike to get
out. I’mjeal ous.

JEFF
Wrk hard and you' Il make it
happen.

M NDI
[l mss you Jeff.

JEFF
"1l mss you too.

EXT. PENNYPACKER | NSTI TUTE - DAY

Lenny is there with his car.

LENNY
Is that all?

JEFF
Yeh.

LENNY

So you cone home this weekend, your

nom hel ps you get stuff for the
apartnment and we go up on Monday.
Good?

JEFF
Good.

117.
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I NT. JACKIE S APARTMENT | N NEW YORK - DAY

Jacki e and Jeff are standing in the living roomw th boxes
al | around.

JACKI E

Trash day is Tuesday.This is a
pretty nice building. Don't |et
Ms. Nunez in 4B set you up with
her niece. She’s a dog. Here’'s the
I andl ords nunber.

(hands Jeff a piece of

paper)
Any questions?

JEFF
I’ m set.

I NT. I MPROV - NI GHT

Jeff is waiting around. Qther comics are there. One is a
femal e, CI NDY STERNLI EB.

Cl NDY
You’' re new here.

JEFF
(extends his hand)
Jeff Cutler

Cl NDY
Aren't you the one subletting
Jacki e’ s pl ace?

JEFF
That’s ne. How d you know that?

Cl NDY

You know how it is. Conedy’'s a
smal | worl d.

JEFF
So I’ ve heard.
EXT. NEW YORK - NI GHT
Jeff is wal king home. A strange MAN wal ks up to him

MAN
Got a light, buddy?
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JEFF
Sorry, | don’t snoke.

MAN
Al right asshole this is a robbery.

JEFF
Pl ease don't kill ne.

MAN
What do you got?

JEFF
Please it’s ny rent noney.

MAN
Hand it over or die.

I NT. CUTLER RESI DENCE - NI GHT
It’s 4 in the norning. The phone wakes up Lenny and sandy.
LENNY
(groggy)
| 0.
JEFF
Dad.
LENNY

Jeff? It’s four in the norning.
Everyt hi ng OK?

JEFF
O her than the fact | was just
mugged, |’ mfine.

LENNY

Oh ny god! Sandy, get up. Jeff’s
been nugged.

Sandy sits up, groggy.

SANDY
| told you he shouldn’t go to New
York. That was such a crazy idea.

LENNY
Let’s not get into this at 4 in the
nor ni ng.

Sandy grabs the phone.
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SANDY
Jeff, honey. Are you OK?

JEFF
I was nugged, Mom

SANDY
Were are you now?

JEFF
I'"'mat the pay phone. They don’t
install ny phone till Mnday.

SANDY
Go back to your apartment! Do you
want to get nugged agai n?

JEFF
Can | talk to Dad?

SANDY
Sure. He wants to talk to you.

She hands the phone back to Lenny.

LENNY
Jeff?

JEFF
| paid rent, thank God. But the
mugger got the rest of ny noney.

LENNY
["1l get out to himfirst thing in
t he norni ng. Now get hone before
you get nugged agai n.
I NT. I MPROV - NI GHT

The entee is on stage.

EMCEE
Here’s what happens. It’s 3
o' clock. I'"mgoing to pass around a

not ebook. You sign your name. The
show starts at 10 o' cl ock. See you
all then.

Jeff starts to | eave. Cindy follows him

Cl NDY
Wait a sec, Jeff.
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JEFF
Oh. H G ndy.

Cl NDY
I heard what happened from Jacki e.
You OK?

JEFF
Yeh, |I'm OK

Cl NDY
He told nme you had to borrow noney
fromyour Dad. That’'s a bunmer.

JEFF
VWl | you do what you gotta do.

Cl NDY
That’s cool. Hey | was wondering.
You wanna hang out until the show?

JEFF
Sure. |1'd |l ove to.

CUT TGO

I NT. SUBWAY STATI ON - DAY
Jeff and Ci ndy are wal king down the stairs to the subway.

CUT TGO

I NT. SUBWAY CAR - DAY

Shot [ ooking in of Jeff and C ndy on subway tal king. They
seemto be getting al ong.

EXT. WLLI AMVSBURG BROCKLYN - AFTERNOON

Jeff and G ndy are walking in WIllianmsburg, a section in
Brookl yn with Hasidic Jews.

JEFF
Were are we goi ng agai n?

Cl NDY
This place has the best Hungarian
Goul ash. Better than ny noms
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JEFF
Your nomis Hungarian too? So’s
m ne.
Cl NDY
No way.
JEFF
Yes.

They go into the restaurant. There are many Chasidic Jews
seated at the tables. A black man and a black woman in their
40's are sittng two tables from C ndy and Jeff.

JEFF
Ww. That's unusual .

Cl NDY
Not as much as you might think. My
guess is they’'re Muslim

JEFF
(imtating Johnny Carson)
I...did not know that. WId, wacky
shtuff.

Cl NDY
And Muslins have simlar dietary
restrictions to Jews.

JEFF
You | earn sonet hing new every day.

CUT TGO

I NT. KOSHER RESTAURANT - DAY

JEFF
Ww, this is better than ny nomnis.
What do they put in there?

Cl NDY
Their goulash is known city w de.
JEFF
So what do want to do next. W
still have like 4 hours |eft.
Cl NDY

How bout the Staten Island Ferry.



EXT. STATEN | SLAND FERRY - EARLY EVEN NG

C ndy and Jeff are |eaning over the edge of the ferry.
sky over New York is just getting dark. It’s gorgeous.

CUT TGO

EXT. GREENW CH VI LLAGE - N GHT

An of f the wall coffee shop

JEFF
So what did you do before you cane
her e?

Cl NDY

| don’t want to tal k about it.

JEFF
You can trust ne.

Cl NDY
| said | don't want to tal k about
it.

JEFF
XK

Cl NDY
I had a nervous breakdown and I
spent 3 nonths in the nental
hospital. My parents thought it
woul d be good to get away.

JEFF
| thought you didn’'t want to talk
about it.

Cl NDY

| didn't, but for sone reason
feel confortable around you.

JEFF
Shoul dn’t we be getting back?

Cl NDY
What about you? Where are you from
What did you do before you cane
her e.

123.

The
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JEFF
["1l tell you later. Let’s get out
of here.

Cl NDY
(1 ooks at watch)
Good i dea.

CUT TGO

EXT. | MPROV - N GHT
C ndy and Jeff get out of a cab. They go into The i nprov.
COM C NO#1
You guys nmade it just in tinme. The
list came out.

Jeff | ooks at |ist.

JEFF
Ww. He’'s right. I'"'mon in two
peopl e.
C ndy | ooks at list.
Cl NDY
| have about 5. You still haven't

told me what you did.

JEFF
I have to get ready for ny set.

Cl NDY
Sure. The unwitten | aw.

On stage is ROBERT Bl I TZER, an enmaci ated, but charm ng comc
in his late 30's with black, oily hair and wire-ri mred
gl asses.

BLI TZER
OK. You ready for the next com c,
peopl e?

The audi ence is nostly nmade up of comics and two coupl es from
Queens.

BLI TZER
Let’s give it up for Jeff Cutler.

C ndy cheer wldly.
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Cl NDY
VWhooHooo! Il Yehhhhh! I']

Jeff cones to the stage.

JEFF
Good evening | adies and Gentl eman
ny nane is Jeff Cutler | am fucking
nuts.

Audi ences | aughs a perfunctory | augh

JEFF

No I don’t think you understand, I
just got out of the nental
hospital. The Looney Bin? The nut
house?

(One of the guys in the

Queens group fidgets

clears his throat)

QUEENS GUY #1
Tell a dick joke!!l

JEFF
OK. You' re a dick

QUEENS GUY #1
Hey. |Is that necessary?

JEFF
I’msorry. Here’'s the deal. | was
in the hospital for two years. |
had a nervous breakdown but | was
di agnosed as an acute schi zophrenic
But seriously the | ooney bin was a
[ ot of fun.

Audi ence starting to warm up

JEFF
We actually had fun. WE used to go
on a lot of excursions. On one
excursion | got everybody in a heap
of trouble. These bl ack guys
started to fuck with us. They said
to ne “What’s up fellas” and | made
t he m stake of saying back to them
“The Sky” They threw rocks at us.

Shot of Cindy | aughing. She digs this.
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JEFF
There was this other guy. Jim
Smth. He was as nuts as they cane.
He used to | ose control all the
time. It got to the point that the
staff was disappointed if he didn't
act out. One day we were having
steak and Jimsaid, “This Calls for
My Speci al Sauce” and he whipped it
out right then and there. Funny
stuff.

Audi ence | aughs.

I NT. OFFI CE OF STANLEY MAPLES - DAY

STANLEY MAPLES is a balding man in his late 30's with a
goat ee.

DR. MAPLES
How do you like our fair city, so
far.

JEFF
It has its nonent.

DR MAPLES
I went to nedical school with your
old shrink. He though it would be a
good idea if | saw you until you
get settl ed.

JEFF
He had good things to say about you
t 0o.

DR MAPLES
I don’t have a good thing to say
about him Not a one.

Jeff is taken aback.

JEFF
Un...

DR MAPLES
I"’mjoking. I thought you had a
sense of hunor. Irv said you' re a
conedi an.

JEFF
That’s Dr. Kapl an?
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DR. MAPLES
Oh | forgot. He doesn't like
patients to call himby his first
nane. He’'s a little uptight.

JEFF
He's OK.

DR. MAPLES
You can call ne Stanle.

JEFF
K, Stan it is.

DR MAPLES
I can tell a joke or two.

JEFF
OK. Let ne have it.

DR. MAPLES
How many Psychiatrists does it take
to change a |ight bul b?

JEFF
"1l bite.

DR. MAPLES
Only one. But it has to really want
t o change.

Jeff | aughs.

JEFF
That’'s not bad at all.

I NT. CATCH A RI SI NG STAR - NI GHT

Jeff walks in. CGndy is at the bar wwth KEITH CHAVIS, a young
bl ack comc fromBaltinore, and BARRY BLI TZTEIN from Bost on

Cl NDY
Hey, There he is. G nme a hug.

JEFF
Hey G ndy.

KEI TH
Man | saw your set |ast night at
The inmprov. Raw shit. | liked it.
I’ m Keith.
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JEFF
Pl eased to neet you, Keith

They shake hands.
KElI TH
I was just updating G ndy on al
t he conmedy action in town.

JEFF
XK

Takes hi s not ebook out.

I NT. JEFF S APARTMENT - DAY
Jeff gets up
CUT TO

Kitchen. Jeff makes hinsel f bacon and eggs. Wal ks over to the
door gets paper. Wal ks back to the breakfast table.

CUT TO

Shower. Jeff is taking shower. He sings a Billy Joel song.
CUT TO

Jeff is riding subway.

CUT TO

Jeff enters Washington Square. It is a beautiful day. Jeff is
readi ng a book. This goes on for about 10 seconds.

CUT TO

Jeff wal ks up his apartnent stairs. It is around noon by shot
of his watch. He opens his door. He has mail in his hands.
CUT TO

Jeff sits down on his couch. He opens one of the pieces of
mail. It is a birthday card. It is his 21st birthday. He nade
it.

CUT TO

Jeff opens a package of Tastycakes. Sticks a candle init.
Phone rings.



FADE QUT.

JEFF
Hello. Oh H nom Yes | got your
card. Thank.
(opens card gets check
out)
Ni ce. Thanks. That's a | ot of
noney. You shoul dn’t have.
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