SOVEBODY TO LOVE

by
Kinberly Britt

ki mbritt02@ahoo. com



SOVEBODY TO LOVE

FADE | N:
I NT. DAVI S KI TCHEN - DAY

M A DAVIS, |ate 20s, dark circles under her eyes and dressed
in oversi zed stained clothes, cooks breakfast at the stove.

At the kitchen table, her kids RYAN, 6, and MEGAN, 4, play
noisily wth bl ocks.

RYAN
Mom | ook. An airplane.

M a gl ances over her shoulder to find a contraption that in
no way resenbl es an airpl ane.

MA
Good j ob.

She turns back around to find her scranbled eggs burning.

M A
Damm i t!

She dunps the steamng frying pan into the sink and runs
water in it.

VEGAN
Damm i t! Damm i t!

MA
Megan, what did | tell you about
repeating the things adults say?

Ma fills two bowls with cereal and mlk and sets them down
in front of Ryan and Megan.

RYAN
Mat t hew Si npson said "dam it" in
cl ass the other day and Ms.
Easton sent himto the principle's
of fice.

Ryan gi ggl es and Megan joins in.
MA

That's not funny, Ryan. You're
not allowed to say it either.



RYAN
How cone you can?

M A
|"'man adult. And when you're an
adult, you can say whatever you
want, too. Now eat your
breakfast. G andma will be here
soon.

RYAN
Can | have a spoon, or should I
use ny hands?

MA
You know where they are.

M a | eaves the kitchen and wal ks down the hallway to the
bat hr oom

A loud CRASH O. S. is foll owed by

RYAN (O. S.)
Damm i t!

M a stops, takes a deep breath, then continues into the
BATHROOM

She stops in front of a large mrror above the sink. Stares
at her worn-out appearance. She's not the woman she used to
be.

She runs the shower, then undresses. She takes off her
neckl ace, watch and tries to renove her wedding rings. They
won' t budge.

M A
C non!

She struggles with thema bit before applying hand soap and
finally prying themoff.

She steps on the bathroom scale and waits inpatiently for
the readi ng. 135.

MA
Shit.

She checks her reflection again. Pulls on her chin and
cheeks. Wth a resigned sigh, she steps into the shower.



EXT. DAVI S HOVE - DAY

Ma | oads her children into a mni van parked in the
driveway. Her nother, ANNE, 60s and agi ng gracefully, cones
around fromthe driver's side.

MA
Where are you off to?

ANNE
Just the park. Maybe sone ice
creamif they're good.

M A
Thanks, nom

ANNE
Enj oy your afternoon.

Anne caresses her daughter's cheek. Notices the dark
circles under her eyes.

ANNE

No cleaning or laundry. Just

rel ax.
Ma just smles.
Anne gets into her van and reverses out.
Ma waves to the kids in the backseat as the van starts down
t he road.
EXT. QUI ET NEI GHBORHOOD - DAY

It's a beautiful day out. Sun is shining bright, not a
cloud in the sky.

M a wal ks downt he sidewal k aim essly. She appears lost in
t hought .

A DOG BARKS O S. Gadually becones | ouder until

A big white German Shepard |leaps at Ma, throwng her to the
gr ound.

She shields her face defensively as the dog bites and tugs
at her shirt sleeve.

GABRIEL (Q S.)
Dai sy! No! Down!



4.

GABRI EL WARD, 30s, cones running toward themat full speed
with half of a dog leash in his hand. He grabs the other

hal f, still attached to the dog, and pries her away from
M a.
Still in shock, Ma lies on the ground for a nonent, trying
to catch her breath
GABRI EL
Ch ny God, I'"'mso sorry. She's
never done that before. Well, in
the whole thirty mnutes |1've
known her.
Ma still |ooks shell shocked, stays where she is.
GABRI EL
(to dog)

Bad dog! Sit!

The dog stares at hima second before casually lying on the
ground and rolling over, sunny side up.

GABRI EL
Are you okay?

M a | ooks down at herself. She's still in one piece.

M A
| think so.

GABRI EL
Let nme hel p you up.

He puts out a hand and she accepts. He pulls her to her
feet.

She gets a good | ook at himas they nmake eye contact. He is
intimdatingly handsonme, his dirty blond hair in a neat
Cesar cut and his blue eyes alive with senserity.

She quickly brushes the dirt and debris off her clothes and
hair. dances up to find himstill |ooking at her.

GABRI EL
Are you sure you're not hurt?

M A
' m fine.

Gabriel notices her torn sl eeve.



GABRI EL
Looks like I owe you a new shirt,
at | east.

M A
| hate this shirt. I1t's laundry
day.

She pushes up the sleeve to reveal a few scrapes on her arm

GABRI EL
You shoul d cl ean those out.
There's a drug store on the corner
up there if you --

M A
|"mokay. Really. You're off the
hook.

Gabriel |ooks relieved to hear that. Bends down to pick up
the dog | eash

GABRI EL
Ckay, if you're sure. | better
get her hone for sone training.

MA
Looks nore |i ke she's training
you.

M a wat ches, amused, as Gabriel tries to get the dog up

GABRI EL
Up. Conon. Let's go. Stand up.

He pulls but the dog continues to |lounge lazily at his feet.

GABRI EL
Stand up. Rise. Sit. Roll over.

He is so preoccupied with the dog that he doesn't notice Ma
wal k away. Wen he | ooks up, she is al nost out of earshot.

GABRI EL
(shouti ng)
Sorry agai n!
She waves over her shoul der as she turns the corner.

Gabriel stares down at his uncooperative dog. Gves the
| eash a huge pull.



GABRI EL
Vanmanos!

The dog i medi ately | eaps to her feet.

GABRI EL
Now | have to | earn Spani sh.

| NT. DRUGSTORE - DAY

M a browses throught store, stopping to |look at itens al ong
the way. She cones across sone diet pills. Picks up a
bottl e and reads the back.

She puts it back and wal ks on, passing the diet m | kshakes
and energy bars.

DRUGSTORE WOMAN (O S.)
| gained like ten pounds with ny
| ast pregnancy. | was such a
whale. | thought | was never
gonna lose it.

M a wanders to the next aisle and finds two wonen conversi ng
next to the honme pregnancy tests. They are both stick thin.

She pretends to | ook at sonme hygene products until they wal k
off. Then she goes to the pregnancy tests and picks up a
box.

CHECKOUT COUNTER

Ma stands in line, the home pregnancy test discreetly
tucked under her arm She waits while the elderly woman
ahead of her argues with the clerk about sonething on her
receipt.

She picks up a fashion nagazine. The headline: "Lose ten
pounds in ten days" stares accusingly at her.

The elderly woman finally wal ks off, grunbling under her
br eat h.

M a puts the nmagazi ne back and steps forward, setting the
pregnancy test box on the counter.

The young mal e CLERK picks it up and scans it.

CLERK
Eight fifty.



M A
Is there nore than one in there?

The clerk stares at the box, clueless.

CLERK
| think there's two. Wanna swi tch
it?

M a | ooks over her shoul der at the long |ine behind her.
They all flash her a "don't you dare" | ook.

MA
No, I'lIl just take it.

CLERK
Eight fifty.

She reaches into her purse but her wallet isn't there.

MA
Damm it. | left my wallet at
hone.

The man in line behind Ma sighs |oudly.

M A
(to herself)
It's not ny day.

GABRIEL (Q. S.)
Maybe | can hel p.

Ma turns to find Gabriel standing beside her. He hands the
cashier a ten dollar bill.

MA
You follow ng ne?

He holds up a little plastic bag.

GABRI EL
| needed a new | eash, remenber.

The clerk puts the noney in the regi ster and makes change,
then hands it to Gabriel.

CLERK
Want a bag for this?

He holds up the box just in case Gabriel hadn't seen it yet.



The clerk

MA
Yes, please. Paper.

slides the box into a paper bag.

M A
(to Gabriel)
VWere's Killer?

GABRI EL
Dai sy? | tied her up outside.

MA
s that a good idea, considering
her track record for escaping?

GABRI EL
Probably not. | better get back

He hurries off as the clerk hands Ma the recei pt and bag.

CLERK
Have a ni ce day.

EXT. DRUGSTORE - DAY

Ma exits

the drugstore to find Gabriel putting the new

| eash on his dog. She tries to slip by unnoticed.

GABRI EL
So Dai sy and | have been tal king
and she feels really bad about
what she did. She wants to buy
you an apol ogy | unch.

M A
An apol ogy | unch?

GABRI EL
Yeah. Totally her idea.

MA
That's sweet, but | don't think
Dai sy woul d appreciate being tied
up outside while we have | unch

GABRI EL
Actually, there's a doggie
friendly diner a few bl ocks down.

Ma's resolve is nelting. He can tell he al nost has her.



GABRI EL
|"'ma pet owner now. | have to
know t hese t hi ngs.
EXT. DI NER - DAY

Ma and Gabriel sit in the shade of an unbrella patio table
out si de the diner.

Dai sy stands at attention beside them

GABRI EL
Sit. Sit down. Sit here. Pl ease.

He turns to Ma who tries but fails at holding back a smle

GABRI EL
Do you know any Spani sh?
MA
| took French in high school.

(to dog)
Dai sy, écouter!

The dog pronptly sits at Gabriel's feet.
GABRI EL
Great, she speaks everything but
Engl i sh.

He glances at Ma's armand finds that her scratches | ook
inflamed. He brushes her arm causing her to pull away.

M A

"' m gonna use the restroom ']l

be right back
She slips the paper bag containing the pregnancy test into
her purse.
| NT. DI NER RESTROOM - DAY
Ma sits in a stall staring at a test stick with only one
blue line. Checks her watch. Tosses the stick in the trash.

EXT. DI NER - DAY

Ma returns to the table to find Daisy chewing on a big
bone. She slides into her seat.
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GABRI EL
| told you it was doggie friendly.

She smles, not having a reply.

GABRI EL
How d it go in there?

She opens up her nenu as a distraction.

MA
It was noderately clean. Lots of
tp. No hand soap, though. And I
hate those tree-saving bl owers.

GABRI EL

Okay, | was being nosy. Sorry.
MA

Ch, you nean that. It was

negati ve.
She cl oses her nmenu. Looks around for a waiter.

M A
Do you have to have fur to get
wai t ed on around here?

GABRI EL

So, your boyfriend, is he gonna be
relieved or... ?

Ma | ooks at him can hardly believe he's being so forward.

M A
| don't have a boyfriend. |'m..

She gl ances at her left hand to find her rings m ssing.
GABRI EL
Say no nore. It's none of ny
busi ness.
A waiter wal ks up to them pen and order pad in hand.

GABRI EL
Here we go.

LATER

Ma and Gabriel sit in front of enpty plates. Daisy naps at
their feet.



M a makes
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GABRI EL
| f you could go anywhere in the
wor |l d, where would you go?

M A
Greece. You?
GABRI EL
Egypt. | want to see the pyramds
in person... and mumm es. Wy
G eece?
M A
Arcitecture. Food. The people.
GABRI EL
Ckay, your turn.
M A
Wul d you eat bugs for noney?
GABRI EL
That's all you got?
_ MA
(giggling)
Answer the question.
GABRI EL
It depends.
M A
On?
GABRI EL

What ki nd of bugs? Are they dead
or alive? How nmuch noney? Can
swal | ow t hem whole or do I have to
chew? Do | have to keep them down
or is reqgurgitating allowed?

a nauseated face.

MA
Forget | asked.
GABRI EL
|'"ve got one. Are you ready?

(she nods)

Wbul d you rather be with sonebody

who is madly in love with you whom

you don't love in return or

sonebody you | ove deeply but the
MORE
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GABRI EL (cont'd)
feeling isn't reciprocated?

MA
That's not fair. You're cheating!

GABRI EL
How i s that cheating?

M A
| asked you about eating bugs and
you' re asking nme sonet hi ng
i ncredi bly personal .

GABRI EL
Just answer.

M a gl ances casually at her watch, alarmed by what she sees.
Junps to her feet.

M A
| didn't realize howlate it was.
| have to go.

GABRI EL
VWait. You didn't answer ny
guesti on.

M A

Sonebody that |oved ne.

GABRI EL
Very selfless. Wat's the rush?

MA
| have to get ny kid --
(realization)
--ney... kidney beans and then
head hone to start dinner.

She hurries off, making a face at her stupid response.

Gabriel quickly gets up and tries to follow, dragging Daisy
behi nd him

GABRI EL

It's only one in the afternoon.
MA

It's chili. It has to simer a

really really long tine.



13.

She gl ances over her shoulder to find himfollow ng. Picks
up her speed.

GABRI EL
| just realized | don't even know
your name. Howis it we tal ked
about nmumm es and i ngesting bugs
but not our nanes?

M A
It's M a.

GABRI EL
Gabri el .

GABRI EL

Maybe we shoul d exchange nunbers.
Ma stops, turns to him tries not to make eye contact.

MA
| really shouldn't.

He is disappointed and it shows.

GABRI EL
Ckay, no problem It was nice
nmeeting you, M a.
(to dog)
C nmon, girl.

He drags Daisy off in the opposite direction.

M a stands frozen in place. A mllion pros and cons goi ng
t hrough her head.

Gabriel is alnost out of hearing distance when she finally
cones to a decision

MA
Maybe | shoul d take your nunber.
Just so | can pay you back

He smles, wal king back to her.

I NT. DAVI S KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Ma stirs the contents of a wok on the stove while Anne cuts
veget abl es on a choppi ng board.
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ANNE
You never told nme what you did
t oday.
M A
| didn't think you really wanted
to know.
ANNE

| asked, didn't 17?
M A

| thought you were just nmaking
conversation

Anne dunps the veggies into the wok. Ma continues to stir.
ANNE
Just tell ne this. D d you have a
good tine?

Ma smles, renmenbering.

M A
Yeabh. | did.
ANNE
Wll, that's all that natters.

Anna rinses her hands and dries themon a dish towel.
ANNE
Are you okay with this? | have to
get honme to your father.

MA
| got it. Thanks for your help.

Anne ki sses her on the forehead, then wal ks out.

INT. M A S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ma sits on the bed with the phone in one hand and Gabriel's
nunber in the other.

Qut side the door, her kids POUND and SCREAM

RYAN (Q S.)
Mom Megan spilled mlk on ny bed!

MEGAN (O S.)
Mommy, Ryan sl apped ne!
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M a | ooks at the nunmber one last tinme but the phone RINGS in
her hand before she can dial.

M A
Hel | 0?

JAKE (V.Q)
Hey, it's me. 1'mgonna be |ate.

She strains to hear himover the kids' yelling.

M A
How | at e?

JAKE
Don't wait up. GCotta go.

The |ine goes dead.

The kids POUND nore violently.

RYAN (O.S.)
Mbooooooom |'mtal king to you!
M A
Go to bed.
MVEGAN
But you didn't bathe ne.
M A
(under her breath)
Damm i t!
(out 1 oud)

['ll do it tonorrow before school
Just go to bed!

After some nuffled conplaining, there is silence outside.
Ma lies back in bed and rolls over on her side. A single
tear slips out.

I NT. M A S BEDROOM - DAY

M a wakes up to find her husband, JAKE DAVI S, 30s,
undressing. He is down to his unbuttoned | ong sl eeved shirt
and boxers.

MA
Just getting in?

She checks the al arm cl ock. It's alnmobst 6 a. m
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JAKE
VWho's Gabriel ?

M A
(flustered)
What ?

He hol ds up a piece of paper with the nane and phone nunber.

JAKE
| found it on the bed. Wwo is it?

She takes it fromhimand |ooks it over for effect.

M A
It's the plunber you wanted ne to
call about the |eaky pipes.

She takes a stack of nunbers off the dresser and tosses them
at himone at a tine.

M A

And this is the gardener you
wanted nme to call about the dead
tree out back. And this is the
el ectrician you wanted ne to cal
about the wring in the garage.
And this is the carpenter you
wanted me to call about the
kitchen renodel. And this..

JAKE
Alright. Got it. Sorry | asked.

MA
|'"ve got an idea. Wy don't you
call them since you' re off today.

JAKE
" m going to bed.

He renoves his shirt and crawls into bed. Covers his head.

M a picks up the one nunber she wants and wal ks out.

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY

A black SUV pulls up to the curb and cones to a stop.
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INT. MA S CAR - DAY
Ma turns in her seat to see Ryan and Megan unbuckl i ng.

MA
Ckay, 1'll see you guys |l ater.

Megan gives Ma a kiss on the cheek while Ryan opens the
door and junps out.

MA
Hel p your sister!

EXT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - DAY
Ryan waits for Ma to drive off before shoving Megan.

RYAN
You sti nk.

Megan tries to shove himback but he barely noves.

VEGAN
You sti nk.

RYAN
At least | had a bath |last night.

| NT. SUPERMARKET - DAY

M a and her best friend DANI, 30s, glanorously dressed with
full make-up and styled hair, push shopping carts down an
aisle. They pause intermtently to throwitens in.

DANI
He's an obnoxious little snot. I'd
put a "for sale" sign on himif |
t hought | could get anything. Hel
at this point I'd give himaway
for free

M A
It's gotta be the age. |[|'ve been
getting the sane lip from Ryan.

DANI
Does it really start at six? |
don't renenber going through nmy "I
hate ny parents" stage until | was
i n high school
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MA
At | east Alex has an excuse. He's
probably havi ng daddy i ssues. But
Ryan is just a brat.

Dani tosses an obscene anobunt of canned pasta into her cart.

MA
Do you have any idea how nuch
sodiumthat stuff has?

DANI
Speaki ng of sodium we're out of
ket chup. Watch ny stuff.

Ma waits for Dani to wal k off, then replaces all the canned
pastas onto the shel f.

Dani cones back and tosses 5 bottles of ketchup into her
cart.

LATER

The two wonen unl oad their groceries at adjacent check-out
counters. They converse over the magazi ne and candy racks
separating them

MA
Can | ask you a personal question?

DANI
(with a w nk)
That's ny favorite Kkind.

M A
How did you know Keith was
cheating on you?

DANI
Why woul d you ask that?
(realization, gasp)
Do you think Jake -- ?

MA
No.
Dani gives her a | ook.
MA
No. | was just --

Dani gives her a harder | ook.
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MA
Maybe a little.

DANI

Hmm where do | start? He cane
home | ate fromwork every night.
Not just an hour or two, but five
or six. He always had an excuse,
t hough. Soneone called in sick.

I nventory, in the mddle of the
month. Late shipnment. But the
overtime never showed up in his
pay checks. Let ne see...

The CASHI ER scanning M a's groceries | ooks up.

CASHI ER
He wasn't interested in sex.

M a gl ances at her, shocked.

CASHI ER
Sorry. But |'ve been there.

DANI
Hi s cl othes reeked of perfune. He
either slept away his days off or
had sone inportant thing he had to
do. He started paying the credit
card bills so | couldn't see the
statenents. Want ne to go on?

All the color has drained fromM a's cheeks.

MA
No, that's enough. Thanks.

DANI
VWhat's the verdict?

MA
"' mjust being paranoid.

The cashier gives her a know ng | ook, then continues
scanni ng the groceries.

INT. MA S LAUNDRY ROOM - DAY

Dirty laundry is scattered all over the floor as Ma sorts

through it, tossing various garnents into the washing
machi ne.
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She conmes across one of Jake's work shirts. On close
i nspection, she finds a bright red stain on the collar that
resenbl es |ipstick.

She sniffs the shirt. One little sniff leads to a rapid
susession of sniffs. She |ooks |ike a police dog on the
trail of a scent.

JAKE (O. S.)
What' re you doi ng?

Ma is nearly startled out of her skin. She turns to her
husband, as cool as a cucunber.

MA
Trying to decide if this is clean
or dirty. Wat do you think?

She thrusts the shirt out, running it under his nose.

MA
Smel | anyt hi ng?

JAKE
It's dirty. See the jelly stain?

He points it out to her, as if she hadn't already seen it.

MA
s that what that is? | thought
it was |ipstick.

JAKE
Li pstick? You don't even wear
t hat col or.

She tosses the shirt into the washer then goes back to
sorting laundry.

JAKE
" msorry about this norning.

M A
VWhat about it?

JAKE
| guess it was no big deal if
you're over it already.

He starts to wal k out. She turns to him
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MA
Wi ch part are you sorry for? The
part where you got all paranoid
about a phone nunber? The part
where you went to sleep instead of
carrying on a converastion with
me? O the fact that you cone
home | ate from work al nost every
ni ght and never apol ogize for it.
Meanwhile I'mleft here at hone
taking care of your kids, this
house and every single problem
that arises along the way?

She takes a deep breath while Jake sighs |oudly.
JAKE

| have to go out for a while.
we' ||

tal k about this |ater.
M A
Leave the credit card bills on the
table and I'll pay themwhen |I'm
done here.
JAKE

| already paid them online.

| NT. MEGAN S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Megan is all tucked in bed in her entirely pink bedroom The
bed is pink, the walls are pink, the curtains are pink. Even
the carpet is pink.

Ma sits beside her, reading her favorite book,
Pi nkal i ci ous.

M A
Just then Peter ran in and
yel l ed. ..

VEGAN

Pi nk- a- boo!
M a cl oses the book and places it back on the bookshelf.

MEGAN
One nore tine. Pl ease.

MA
You need to get your rest.
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M a ki sses her on the cheek and starts out of the room

MVEGAN

| didn't kiss Daddy good ni ght.
M A

Daddy's not honme. But I'Ill give

hi m t he nessage.

Ma exits the room closing the door behind her. Once in
t he

HALLWAY

She peeks in on Ryan who is sound asl eep.
CGoes into the

MASTER BEDROOM

and | ocks the door behind her. Renoves Gabriel's nunber
from her pocket and dials the phone.

GABRIEL (V.0)

Hel | 0?

M A
Hi . It's Ma. W net the other
day.

GABRI EL (V. Q)
| renmenber. How are you?

MA
Good. | have your noney.

GABRIEL (V.Q)
Thank God. | was just sitting
here wondering how | was gonna
make rent this nonth

M a giggles nervously, like a school girl on her first cal
to a boy.
M A
Should I mail it to you, or...

GABRI EL (V. Q)
O... we could neet sonewhere.

She bites her bottomlip, contenplating.
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GABRIEL (V.0)

Still there?

MA
Yeah, | was just... checking ny
schedul e.

She makes a sour face. Not what she wanted to say.

GABRI EL (V. Q)
I f you' re too busy --

M A
No, no, |'m not. How s about
t onor r ow. s that too soon?

GABRIEL (V.Q)
Too soon for what?

M A
Not hing. Neverm nd. \Wat tine?

GABRI EL (V. Q)
Does ei ght sound good?

MA
Eight. | can't. | have to take
my... dry cleaning in.

GABRI EL (V. Q)
(chuckl i ng)
kay, then ten, at Roxy's.

M A
Roxy' s?

GABRI EL (V. Q)
You don't know it?

M A
| do. | just... okay. Roxy's at
ten. 1'll be there.

I NT. ROXY'S RESTAURANT - DAY

Ni ce place, relatively busy. Around half of the tables are
occupi ed by suit wearing businessnen.

Ma sits alone at a table in the back corner. She checks
her watch, then | ooks around nervously.

A wel | -dressed WAI TER approaches the table.
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WAl TER
Ready to order?
MA
|"mactually waiting for someone.
WAl TER
Okay, |I'Il check back with you in
a bit.
MA
Thank you.

She checks her watch again. He's late. Gets out her phone
and di al s.

A red rose appears in front of her. She |ooks up to find
Gabriel standing there. She smles, snaps her phone cl osed.
Accepts his offering wwth a smle

M A
| thought you changed your m nd.

He takes a seat across from her.
GABRI EL
It's one of nmy flaws. |'m al ways
| ate. Forgive nme?

She sniffs the rose to keep from answeri ng.

GABRI EL
Have you ordered yet?
MA
Not vyet.
GABRI EL

Do you mnd if | order for us?
Gabriel flags over the waiter before Ma can reply.

MA
I|"ma really picky...

Too |l ate. He's ordering.

M A
Oh- kay.

Wi le Gabriel places their order, Ma surveys the room
again. On edge.



As the waiter wal ks off, Gabriel returns his attention to

M a.

Ma smles nervously. Looks around the room agai n.

She can't

GABRI EL
So, what do you do for a living?
M A
uh... work at hone.
GABRI EL
Doi ng?
M A
Wiy do you want to know?
GABRI EL
It's called getting to know you.
See, | ask questions, you answer

them Then you ask questions and
| answer them It's worked for
hundreds of years so we can't go
wr ong.

GABRI EL
Expecti ng soneone?

M A
No.

GABRI EL
You | ook, | dunno, nervous.

MA
l"mjust... I'"'mnot used to this.

GABRI EL
Havi ng brunch? Lemre guess,
you're strickly a breakfast |unch
and di nner kinda girl.

hel p but smle.

MA
Not that. Eating in a
restaurant... with conpany... a
man. | nean, | eat alone, nmy own

cooking, which isn't exactly a
pl easant culinary experience. This
is just... different.

25.
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GABRI EL
Do you want to go sonmewhere el se?
We could go back to nmy place. O
yours. You could cook ne one of
your gournet neals.

MA
(urgently)
No!

(clears her throat)
| mean, no. This is fine.

GABRI EL
Ckay.

M A
What do you do for a living?

GABRI EL
" m your average conputer geek.
Ki nda boring if you think about
it. But it pays the bills. Do
you | M?

She | ooks per pl exed.

GABRI EL
| nst ant nessage?

M A
Sonet i nes.

Gabri el notions over a waiter.

GABRI EL
Can | borrow your pen?

The waiter gladly hands over his pen and waits while Gabri el

scri bbles "Gabe_Real 74" on a napkin and slides it to Ma. He
hands the pen back and the waiter wal ks away.

GABRI EL
Maybe we can chat soneti ne.

M A
VWhat's the "74"?

GABRI EL
That's ny age.

She gives hima smrk.
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GABRI EL
| know, | don't look it. | get
that all the tine.
M A
Born in 74. So you're 357
GABRI EL
Very good. And you?
M A
29.
GABRI EL
Believe it or not, |'ve never

dated a younger woman before.
M a's cheeks flush. Picks up her purse as a distraction.

MA
Before | forget...

She takes sone noney out of her purse and hands it to him

MA
Ei ght dollars and...

She puts 2 quarters on top of the bills.

MA
Fifty cents.

GABRI EL
' m sure the honel ess guy down the
street will appreciate this.

M A
If you didn't want the noney, why
did you cone?

GABRI EL
To see you.

M a blushes all over again. Rests her head in her hands to
try and conceal the fact.

GABRI EL
VWhat? What did | say?

MA
Not hing. | just --
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GABRI EL
Isn't that why you came? O was
that eight fifty burning a hole in
your wall et?

The waiter walks up wwth their food, rescuing Ma. He
pl aces an identical dish in front of each of them

Ma stares at her plate as if there is a dead rat on it.

MA
(to waiter)
Thank you.
WAl TER

Enj oy your neal.

Waiter wal ks away. Gabriel picks up on her | ook of disgust.

GABRI EL
What's the matter?
MA
At the risk of sounding
ungrateful, | don't eat eggs.
GABRI EL
You'll |ike these eggs.

She shakes her head vehenently as Gabriel loads up his fork
with sonme of each food on his plate.

GABRI EL
Do you trust ne?

M A
| just nmet you.

GABRI EL
Do you trust ne?

He delivers the fork to her nouth. She squeezes her eyes
shut and opens her nouth. He shovels the food in, then
wat ches her chew with uncertainty until a smle forns.

GABRI EL
wel | ?

MA
(sm rking)
It's edible.



RI NG NG comes fromMa's purse. She |ooks down at
enbar r assed.

MA
Sorry.

GABRI EL
It's okay. Answer it.

She gets her phone out and gl ances at the caller |

M A
(concer ned)
Hel | 0?

SCHOOL SECRETARY (V. Q)
Is this Ms. Davis? Megan's nonf

MA
Yes. |s she okay?

SCHOCL SECRETARY (V. Q)
She was in a playground acci dent.

M A
(pani cked)
Where i s she?

SCHOCL SECRETARY (V. Q)
She's at Lakevi ew General, but --

M A
"1l be right there.

M a snaps her phone cl osed and | eaps to her feet.

MA
|"mso sorry. | have to go.

She reaches into her wallet for noney.

GABRI EL
| got this. Wiy should you pay
for sonething you didn't get to
eat? Everything okay?

MA
It's just my... nom She's
stalled on the freeway and she
doesn't even like to drive on the
freeway and she's freaking out and
my sister can't get off work and
|"mthe only one that can hel p.

it,

D
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M a rushes off and Gabriel hurries to his feet.
GABRI EL
| have junper cables in ny trunk
Just let nme pay the bill and --

M A
Thanks, but | can handle it.

Ma hurries out of the restaurant.

Gabriel watches through the |arge picture wi ndows as she
gets into her car and speeds off.

| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM - DAY

Ma rushes to the nurse's station and briefly speaks with
one of the nurses. The nurse points to a curtained room and
Ma hurries off.

She pulls back the indicated curtain to find Megan | ayi ng on
an exam nation table and Jake on a stool beside her. Megan's
foot is wapped in an Ace bandage and el evat ed.

Ma throws her arns around Megan, relieved.

M A
Mommy's so sorry you got hurt. Are
you okay?

VEGAN

Yes, except you're choking ne.

M a rel eases Megan from her vice-Ilike hug.

JAKE
What took you so long? W live
ten mnutes from here. | work an
hour away.

M A

| was running errands.

JAKE
On the other side of town?

M A
| got here as fast as | could.

She shoots a dagger at Jake, then focuses back on Megan.



MA
How s your foot, baby?

VEGAN
Sor e.

JAKE
Let's tal k outside.

MA
| just got here. She needs ne.

JAKE
She just sprained her ankle. She
didn't have open heart surgery.

Jake takes her by the armand nearly drags her out of the
room Pulls the curtain closed after them

Ma rips her arm away.

MA
| f she's fine, why are you making
a big deal about nme being late?

JAKE
What's going on with you?

M A
Don't stand there and tell ne I'm
not allowed to be upset when you
junped all over ne in front of our
daughter for no reason.

Despite their attenpts to keep their voices down, they
attract the attention of several nurses and doctors.

JAKE
That's not what this is about.

MA
Well enlighten ne, then.

JAKE
| don't know what it is. But |I'm
gonna find out.

He storns down the hall.

MA
Where are you goi ng?
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JAKE
Back to work. \ere else?
INT. MA' S KITCHEN - N GHT
Ma and the kids sit at the table eating take-out pizza.
Megan has her w apped ankl e propped up on a chair.
The phone RINGS fromthe next room
MA
Ryan, get the phone. It's
pr obabl y Daddy.

Ryan races into the living room Conmes back wth the phone.

RYAN
It's for you. |It's a guy.

M a takes the phone. Puts her hand over the receiver.

M A
Wat ch your sister.

She wonders into the
LI VI NG ROOM
and lifts the phone to her ear.

M A
Hel | 0?

GABRI EL (V. Q)
M a?

MA
How did you get this nunber?

GABRIEL (V. Q)

Caller I.D
M A
It's bl ocked.
GABRI EL
Ckay, | lied. A friend of mne

wor ks for the DW. ..

MA
That's illegal.



GABRI EL
| know. But he owed ne a big
favor. Huge, in fact.

Ma is silent, a conbination of enbarrassnent and anger.

GABRI EL
You're angry. |I'msorry. |
shoul dn't have done that.

M A
['min the mddle of dinner, so..

GABRI EL
Was that your son that answered?

Long pause.

M A
Yes. Ryan.

GABRI EL
Sounds |ike a good kid.

MA
Wait "til you get to know him

GABRI EL
| can't wait.

M A
| have to go.

She pronptly hangs up on him Stares at the phone.

RYAN (Q S.)
VWho was that?

She whi ps around, surprised to see himthere.

MA
The pl unber.

RYAN
VWhat's that?

MA
He fixes pipes.

M a wal ks past him and back into the

KI TCHEN

33.
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He foll ows her in.

RYAN
What ki nd of pipes?

M A
Just eat your dinner.

INT. M A S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ma lies in bed watching TV. As usual, the spot next to her
is enpty. She flips through all the stations. Nothing on.

Cets her laptop out fromunder the bed and boots it up.

MA
VWhat am | doi ng?

She turns her instant nessage programon and | ocates a box
| abel ed: "send nessage to". She types: "Gabe-Real 74" in it.

A w ndow pops up with the nessage: "This user is currently
of fline".

She shakes her head and snaps the | aptop cl osed.
LATER

M a wat ches sonmething on TV, bawling her eyes out. W can't
see what it is, but we can nmake out bits and pieces of
di al ogue.

CAMVERAMAN (V. O.)
Can we get a kiss fromthe happy
coupl e?

APPLAUSE is foll owed by

MA (V.Q)
| | ove you so nuch.

JAKE (V.Q)
| | ove you, too.

ON SCREEN
M a and Jake, younger and nuch happier, share a sweet Kkiss.
MA

Thank you for naking today the
happi est day of ny life.
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JAKE
How did | get so damm |ucky? |
get to spend the rest of ny life
w th you.

CAMERAMAN (V. Q)
Aww, how sweet !

BACK TO SCENE
M a baw s even | ouder. G abs a kl eenex. Bl ows her nose.

JAKE (V.Q)
Get that thing outta here!

FOOTSTEPS out si de the door causes Ma to quickly switch off
the TV and dry her tears.

The door opens and Jake wal ks in, | ooking haggard.

M A
You | ook tired.

He wal ks over to the bed, unbuttoning his shirt.
Ma smles seductively. Crawls over to him

MA
Let nme help you with that.

She unbuttons his shirt the rest of the way. Rubs his
chest. He brushes her hands away.

JAKE
| am Long day. Gonna take a
qui ck shower and then bed.

He di sappears into the bathroom

| NT. SCHOCL GYM - DAY

Two orderly lines are formed in front of a table with a
banner that reads: "Lakeview El enmentary Fundrai ser" above
it.

M a and Dani man the table, handing out boxes to the people
next in line.

M A
Wiy did | volunteer to do this?
hat e fundrai sers.
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DANI
But you love Ryan and it's easier
than having to sell the stuff.

Ma takes a ticket froma man in |ine. Searches for his
box.

Dani hands a box over to the m ddl e-aged woman in her I|ine.

DANI

How are things with you and Jake?
MA

G eat .
DANI

| know that "great". That's the

sanme great | use on nmy nom when
she asks how she | ooks in a pair
of pants so tight her ass cheeks
are screamng to be set free.

The woman in line gives Dani a hard | ook at her use of
profanity. She grabs the box and wal ks off in a huff.

MA
He's been working a lot. Things
wll be better when it slows down.
We'll get over it.

DANI
How hard was it for you to say
that w thout crying?

M a takes another ticket and turns to retrieve the box. She
starts to cry, softly at first, then increasingly noisy.

DANI
Are you crying?

M A
(sniffly)
No.

Dani noves around to |l ook at her. She's a ness.

DANI
Ch ny God. You are. Sweeti e!

Dani flags down a couple volunteers that are standing
ar ound.
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DANI
W need a break.

The repl acenents step in and Dani | eads a sobbing Ma off
toward the restroons in a | ess crowded area.

DANI
What' s goi ng on?

MA
He's cheating on me. He's fucking
cheating on ne!

A few people turn to stare at them

DANI
(to onl ookers)
What're you |l ooking at? Go buy
sonme cooki es.

The gawkers scatter. Dani turns back to Ma

DANI
How do you know? Are you sure?

MA
The jelly stain on his collar that
| ooks suspiciously like lipstick.
Hooker red lipstick, to be exact.
Com ng hone |late. Not interested
in sex. Unexpl ained errands on
his days off. Al the signs were
there. | can't believe it took ne
so long to figure it out.

DANI
There could be a | ogi cal
explanation for all of that.

M A
And what about this?

M a takes a folded docunent out of her purse and hands it to
Dani. Dani looks it over. |It's a credit card statenent.
There are charges for a florist, jewelry shop and expensive
rest aurants.

DANI
(under her breath)
Ch shit.

M a snatches the statenent back and stuffs it into her
pur se.



M a gives

DANI
What did he say when you
confronted hinf?

her a | ook.

DANI
You haven't confronted hinf

MA
What am | supposed to say? Hey, |
know you' re screwi ng around. \Wanna
tal k about it?

DANI
That's a good start. But throwin
some curse words so he knows how
angry you are.

MA
This isn't a joke, Dani.

DANI

| agree. You need to do
sonmething. And I know how damm
Catholic you are. So if you're
not gonna divorce him you damm
wel | better make him m serable.
Spend all his noney. Burn dinner.
O the best revenge yet... give
hima taste of his own nedicine.

M a shakes her head. Tries to wal k away.

DANI
VWai t. Hear ne out.

M A
You've | ost your mnd. Are you
suggesting that an overwei ght,
al nost 30-year-old nother of two,
go out an have an...
(like it's a dirty word)
affair?

DANI
kay, first of all, you are not
overwei ght. But yes, that's
exactly what |'m suggesting. And
| think you should consider it.

38.
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MA
| can't even get ny husband to
sleep with ne.

DANI
You're a beautiful woman, Ma. You
can have any guy you want. Having
said that, this is a revenge
thing. He doesn't have to be an
under wear nodel .

M A
This conversation is officially
over.

M a heads back to her position behind the table.

DANI
At | east think about it.

LATER
M a and Dani are handi ng out cookie boxes again. M a takes

a ticket from COCKI E LADY. She | ooks at the name on the
ticket but can't nake it out.

M A
Last nane?

COXKI E LADY
Roscol i nni

M A

Can you spell it?
The woman sighs, irritated.

COCKI E LADY
R-OS

M a searches and finds it before the woman fini shes. Turns
to hand it to her. Sees Gabriel in her |ine.

COCKI E LADY
GO

M A
Ch, ny God!

She uses the box as a shield as Gabriel |ooks her way.

COKI E LADY
Are those ny cookies?
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MA
l"msorry. | have to go.

Ma tries to slip away, hiding behind the cookie box.

COXI E LADY
Not with ny cookies!

The old | ady grabs the box and they struggle over it.
Peopl e begin to stare at the tug-of-war.
Ma lets go. The cookie lady huffs |loudly, then wal ks away.

GABRI EL
| have a few extra tickets, if you
need the cooki es that bad.

Ma turns to find the entire room including Gabriel,
staring at her. Wthout addressing Gabriel, she runs off.

Gabriel gives chase, pulling her to a stop.

GABRI EL
Why are you runni ng?

MA
Wiy are you here?

GABRI EL
My sister-in-law conned ne into
buyi ng an obscene anount of
chocol ate chip cookies fromny
nei ce. Now answer m ne.

MA
| need to pick up ny son and
daughter from school, | need to

wash five | oads of laundry, and I

need to have di nner ready before

my husband gets hone from work.
Not the answer he was | ooking for. Gabriel stands in shock,
speechl ess, as M a wal ks away.
INT. MA S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Ma folds laundry with the phone sandw ched between her
shoul der and ear.

Megan and Ryan watch cartoons on the sofa beside her.
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| NTERCUT - MA S LIVING ROOM/ DANI'S KI TCHEN
Dani tosses her keys and purse on the table.

DANI
So, who was the guy?

M A
| can't tal k about that now.

DANI
Way, is the adulterer there?

Ma rolls her eyes.

M A
No.

DANI
Ki ds?

M A
Uh huh.

Dani gets a can of spaghetti and neatballs out of the pantry
and sticks it under the can opener.

DANI
Send themto their room This is
i nportant.

M a covers the receiver
M A
(to kids)
Go wash up for dinner, guys.

RYAN
After this is over.

M A
Now

Ryan grunbl es under his breath while foll ow ng Megan out.
RYAN (O S.)
Last one there has to sit next to
nmom at di nner.

M a takes her hand off the receiver.
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MA
He's just soneone | nmet on a wal k
t he ot her day.

Dani dunps the spaghetti into a bowl. Puts it in the mcro.

DANI

Ckay, now tell nme the truth.
MA

| just did.
DANI

|f that were true, you woul dn't

have accosted sone old | ady for

her cookie shield. Spill it!
No response.

DANI
You know you want to.

Ma sighs loudly. Stops folding | aundry.

M A
| had brunch with him

Dani sinks into a chair at the table.

DANI
You bi tch!

M A
VWhat ?!

DANI

| can't believe you went out with
anot her guy and didn't tell ne!

MA
It was nothing. Not even worth
ment i oni ng.

DANI
|"ve yet to determine that. D d
he pay or did you pay? Because if
you paid, it was just brunch. But
if he paid, it was a date.

M A
It was not a date.



DANI
So he did pay. Jesus, it's like
pulling teeth with you. What el se
aren't you telling nme?

Ma hesitates to go on.

M A
| may have led himto believe I
was unattached.

DANI
How did you do that?

MA
| wasn't wearing ny rings and |
guess he just assuned --

DANI
And you went out with himknow ng
he thought you weren't marri ed.
You slut! [|'mso proud of you!

MA
And that's why | didn't want to
tell you about it.

M a picks up her laundry basket, wal ks out of the room
DANI
Based on your recent discovery,
"' mconpletely on your side.

Ma unloads the towels into a hallway |inen closet.

M A
The two are unrelated. | wasn't
trying to get back at Jake.
DANI
So what are you gonna do?
M A
You tell ne.
DANI
Vell, it depends.
M A

On?

43.

Dani takes the spaghetti out of the mcro and dishes it out

into two small er bow s.
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DANI
A hundred different things. Are
you in love with this guy? Are
you still in love with Jake? Are
you gonna divorce Jake? Does this
guy know you have kids? |Is he
okay with that? How is he gonna
react when he finds out you're
married? What's he gonna do if
you get divorced? What's he gonna
do if you don't? 1Is this guy -- ?

MA
Stop calling him"this guy". His
name i s Gabriel.

She can't help but smrk as his nane | eaves her |ips.

DANI
Are you in love with Gabriel ?

Ma puts the last towel in the closet and cl oses the door.
Tosses the basket into the |laundry room and goes back down
t he hal | way.

MA
No, of course not. W just net.
How could | possibly -- ? No!

DANI
| know that "no". That's the sane
no | use on ny personal trainer
when he asks nme if |'ve deviated
frommnmy diet in the |ast week.

Ma rolls her eyes as she enters the
KI TCHEN
and starts to set the table for dinner.

MA
| have to go. Dinner is burning.

DANI
You' re |ying.

MA
| " m goi ng.

DANI
Find the answers to ny questions.
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M A
Bye.

BACK TO SCENE

M a hangs up, turns to find Ryan standing in the doorway.

MA
Ready for dinner?
RYAN
Wo's Gabriel ?
MA
| told you, he's the plunber.
RYAN
Wiy were you and Aunt Dani tal king
about the -- ?
M a shoves a dinner roll into his open nouth, silencing him

EXT. M A BACKYARD - DAY

Ryan and Megan play in the backyard with Dani's kids, ALEX,
6, and MARYBETH, 3.

Ma and Dani sit at the patio table, sipping cold drinks.

DANI
Any weekend pl ans?

M A
They want to see that new kiddie
movi e. You?

DANI
Oh, | dunno. Nothing special,
suppose. |1'll probably have a ton

of paperwork to catch up with

A long, unconfortable silence stretches on for what seens
like an eternity.

Ma finally picks up on the m schievous grin on Dani's face.

M A
What ?

DANI
Not hi ng.



M A
What ?

DANI
Well, since you asked..
(whi speri ng)

Have you thought any nore about
what we di scussed?

M a gl ances at the kids playing a few yards away.

MA
Ryan heard us on the phone and
he's been aski ng questi ons.

DANI
That's what six year olds do. He
doesn't know anything. Relax.

MA
| don't know why we're discussing
this. | told himthe truth...

about Jake and the kids.

DANI
VWhat did he say?

M A
| didn't let himrespond.

DANI
So how do you know it's over?

M A
It can't be "over" if it never
began. There was not hing going on
bet ween us.

DANI
Just keep telling yourself that.

MA
What is that supposed to nean?

Dani takes a long sip of her drink. Makes Ma wait.

DANI
You two may not have done the
deed, but if he's on your mnd
twenty-four seven, like |I'm
guessing he is, you need to do
sonet hing about it. Either get
over it or neet himsonewhere and

( MORE)
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DANI (cont'd)
have hot, raunchy sex.

MA
You really are insane. You were
cheated on. You know how nmuch it
hurts. And now you want ne to do
that to ny husband?

DANI
He cheated on you first, Ma. This
i s payback. Anyone in your
position would do the sanme thing
if given the opportunity.

M a doesn't | ook convi nced.

DANI
Wasn't there an angel naned
Gabriel? Maybe he was sent from
above... to even the score.

MA
Do you have any idea how
bl asphenbus that statenent is?

Dani stands up.
DANI
Be right back. | need to use your
l[ittle girl's room

INT. M A S BEDROOM - DAY

Dani creeps into the room |ocking the door behind her.
Searches through Ma's things.

She | ooks in the closet, jewelry box and dresser drawers.

DANI
If I was a special phone nunber,
where would | be?

A KNOCK on the door startles her.

MA (O S.)
What're you doing in ny bedroonf

DANI
The ot her bat hroom was out of
toil et paper.

47.
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MA (O S.)
Are you al nost done? Lunch is on.

Dani finds the instant nessage username buried in a trinket
box in the bottomdrawer. Smles satisfactorily.

DANI
Keep your panties on. |'m com ng.

She sticks the paper in her bra, wal ks out.

DANI
|''m starved. Let's eat.

EXT. M A S BACKYARD - DAY
M a, Dani and the kids sit around the table eating.
DANI
| was thinking if you don't m nd,
maybe the kids and | wll tag

along to that novie. M ne have
been bugging ne to see it, too.

M A
Sur e.

DANI
"1l even spring for lunch after.

| NT. DANI'S BEDROOM - DAY

Dani lies in bed with her laptop in front of her. Logs into
an i nstant nessenging service, types in: "Ma_D 2008" as the
usernanme. Stops when she gets to the password pronpt. Then
types sonething. |t works.

DANI
Too freaking predictable!

ON COWUTER SCREEN

Ma_ D 2008: Are you there?

BACK TO SCENE

She waits inpatiently, drumm ng her fingers on the keyboard.

DANI
C non!
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ON COWPUTER SCREEN
Gabe-Real 74: My body is. MWy mnd went to sleep hours ago.
BACK TO SCENE

DANI
Hot and witty. | like this guy.

She begins typing, narrating out | oud.
DANI

We need to tal k. Meet ne outside

the WAl sh street theaters at two

p. m tonorrow.
She waits anxiously, a smle spreading across her face.
ON COVPUTER SCREEN
Gabe_Real 74: 1'1|l be there.
BACK TO SCENE

Dani snaps the conputer closed, proud of herself.

I NT. MOVI E THEATER - DAY

Dani, Ma, Megan and Marybeth sit in the last row while the
boys sit a few rows ahead.

MA
What's so bad about sitting with
us?

DANI

We're not cool enough.

M A
That's absurd. What do six year
ol ds know about being cool ?

DANI
| magi ne the humliation during
home room on Monday if they were
spotted sitting with their nons in
a Grated novie.

Dani | aughs and hands M a a chocol ate bar.

DANI
Here, take this. It helps.
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EXT. MOVI E THEATER - DAY

A steady stream of people exit the theater. Dani, Ma and
the kids are anong them

Dani scans the faces of every 30ish nale that passes them
Spots Gabriel seconds before he wal ks up to them

M a | ooks nortified and conf used.

GABRI EL
You wanted to talk.

She | ooks at him then instinctively turns to Dani.
Dani takes Megan's hand.

DANI
The kids and I'Il get a table.
Take your tine.

Dani | eads the kids across the street and into a restaurant
while Ma watches fromthe ot her side.

She finally turns to Gabriel who | ooks just as confused.

GABRI EL
You | Med ne?

M A
| think you were talking to ny
friend, Dani. She neddles. A lot.

Gabriel nods, finally understandi ng.

MA
|"m sorry she bothered you.

GABRI EL
It's no bother.

He takes her hand. She starts to pull away, but stops
hersel f. Their hands |inger together.

M A

|"msorry | lied to you
GABRI EL

You didn't Ilie. | never asked.
M A

| should have told you
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GABRI EL
No harm no foul. W're just two
peopl e that met under unusual
ci rcunst ances and had a neal
together... and that's it.

She becones solemm. Swallows the lunp in her throat. Pulls
her hand away.

MA
Right. | have to get back

She heads toward the restaurant. About to cross the street.

GABRI EL
| just have one question for you.

She turns to him

GABRI EL
Why did you go out with ne?

MA
Why did you ask nme out?

GABRI EL
| wanted to know why soneone so
beautiful and intelligent and
funny coul d be so unhappy.

MA
"' m not unhappy.

GABRI EL
Says your |ips. But your eyes
di sagr ee.

MA

| have to go.

GABRI EL
What happens now?

M a's eyes becone gl assy.

MA
You go back hone to your dog, | go
back hone to nmy famly and we
forget we ever net.

GABRI EL
That's what you want ?
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M A
That's the way it has to be. It
doesn't matter what | want.

GABRI EL
It nmatters to ne.

She shakes her head at him starts to cross the street.
Gabriel grabs her armand pulls her back.

M A
Dont --

He puts a fol ded piece of paper into her hand.

GABRI EL
|"mnot telling you to use it.
Just know I'Il be there if you

ever need ne.

M a gl ances down to find an address witten on the paper.
When she | ooks back up, Gabriel is already wal ki ng away.

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Dani sits at a wi ndow booth with the kids, her nose pressed
agai nst the glass. She watches Ma cross the street and
head toward the restaurant. Quickly turns around.

MA
kay, she's coming. Act natural

ALEX
Who was that guy?

RYAN
That must be the plunber.

ALEX
Who' s the pl unber?

DANI
Never m nd.
EXT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Ma stops at the door to dry her eyes and take a deep
br eat h.
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| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY
Ma wal ks in and straight up to the booth.

M A
(to Dani)
Can | speak to you for a second?

DANI
(to kids)
Stay here. We'Il be right back
Al ex, you're in charge.

RYAN
How conme he gets to be in charge?
| wanna be in charge!

DANI
Ckay, you're both in charge.

RYAN
Yesss!

The boys high-five across the table, knocking over a drink.

DANl & M A
Cl ean that up!

Dani and M a wal k off together.

DANI
Am 1 in trouble?
MA
You have no i dea.
DANI
Okay, but before you say anything,
just know that | |ove you and |

had your best interests in m nd.

MA
How dare you?! Do you have any
i dea how humliating that was? How
did you get his usernane? D d you
go through ny stuff?

DANI
Yes, | did. But once again, al
in the nane of | ove.

MA
Stop neddl i ng.
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DANI
| just don't want you to spend the
rest of your |ife wondering what
coul d have been.
A CRASH conmes fromthe kids table foll owed by a SCREAM

RYAN
Mom Megan broke the salt shaker.

M a shoots Dani one | ast dagger before headi ng back.

INT. MA'S KITCHEN - N GHT

Dirty dishes are stacked high in the sink. There are
bl ocks, crayons and toys all over the fl oor.

Ma sits at the table in front of an untouched pl ate of
food. Another full plate sits across from her.

Jake wal ks in, |loosening his tie.

MA
Thanks for making it home for
di nner.

JAKE

Sonet hi ng cane up

MA
Did it involve the phone |ines
bei ng cut and your cell phone
getting |l ost?

JAKE
| shouldn't call ed.

M A
Yeah. You shoul d have.

She gets up and throws her plate into the sink.
Jake investigates the contents of the plate neant for him

JAKE
It | ooks good.

He sits down and picks up his fork.

Ma takes the plate and tosses it in the sink.



MA
It's cold and greasy. Make
yoursel f a sandw ch

She wal ks into the
LI VI NG ROOM
Jake foll ows.

JAKE
VWhat's wong with you?

M a picks up the toys on the fl oor.

M A
Have | gained a few pounds? Aml
not as appealing as | was when we
got married? Cause | gotta tel
you, you haven't exactly stayed
t he sane either

JAKE
VWere the hell did that come fronf

M A
Wien's the last tine we went to a
movi e or dinner? Wen's the | ast
tinme you paid ne a conplinent?
Wien's the last time we had a
conversation that wasn't about the

ki ds?

JAKE
l"msorry, Ma. |Is that what you
want to hear? I'msorry |I'm not

maki ng you happy.
She stops picking up to stare coldly at him
M A
That's not it. You've stopped
trying all together.
She grabs her coat and purse and heads for the door.

JAKE
Where are you goi ng?

M A
Qut. Watch the kids.

She storns out, slamm ng the door behind her.

55.
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EXT. GABRI EL'S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

Ma wal ks up to an old brick building. WMitches the address
on the building to the one on the paper. Heads up the
stairs and finds Gabriel's nane on the resident |ist.

She BUZZES him Waits. No response. She BUZZES agai n.
Still nothing.

She sinks to the top step and rests her head in her hands.
LATER
Ma is still waiting. She checks her watch. 10:30 p.m

A happy coupl e wal ks by, hol ding hands and enjoyi ng each
ot her's conpany.

M a wat ches them | ongingly.
LATER

Still waiting. She checks her watch. 10:55 p.m She
stands up to |l eave. Sees Gabriel and a WOVAN wal ki ng her
way .

MA
Shit.

She | ooks frantically for a place to hide. Finding none,
she hurries down the stairs and tries to slink down the
street in the opposite direction.

GABRIEL (O S.)
M a?

She turns as if just noticing him

MA
Ch, hi. | should have called
first. You're busy.

GABRI EL
Wait a m nute.

Gabri el hugs the woman, then gives her a kiss on the cheek.

GABRI EL
You gonna be okay?

WOVAN
I'mfine. Thanks for the talk.
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GABRI EL
G ve Justine a kiss for nme.

WOVAN
I wll.

The woman wal ks of f, passes M a.

WOVAN
Ni ght .

MA
Ni ght .

Once she is far enough down the sidewal k, Gabriel joins M a.

M A
" m sorry.

GABRI EL
For what? She's just down the
Sstreet. See.

They both turn to watch the woman enter a nei ghboring
buil ding. Lightbulb nonment for Gabriel.

GABRI EL
Oh, you thought... That was ny
sister-in-law. She needed a
shoul der and |'ve got two.

Ma smles with relief.
GABRI EL
Wanna conme in?
| NT. GABRI EL' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Total bachelor pad. Big screen TV, oversized | eather sofa,
coffee table and little el se.

Ma and Gabriel sit on the sofa. Daisy sleeps at their
feet.

GABRI EL
VWhat happened?

MA
Not hi ng.

Gabriel gives her a | ook of disbelief.



M A
Everyt hi ng.
She breaks down.
M A
l"msorry. I'ma crier. | cry. A
lot. M shrink and | are working

on it.

To say Gabriel is caught off guard is an understatenent.

doesn't know whet her to hug her or run.

MA
(still weeping)
| " m ki ddi ng. That was a j oke.
(1 ong pause)
| don't cry that often.

Gabriel smles, finally getting the punchline.
M a conposes hersel f.

M A
| didn't cone here to whi ne about
my probl ens.

GABRI EL
Ckay, why did you cone?

MA
| needed to get away. | didn't
have any place else to go. How
sad is that? The only person
have to confide in is soneone |
just net.

GABRI EL

Believe it or not, | know what
you' re going through. Wen you
get married everything is all hugs
and ki sses and sweet snelling
roses. Then one day you wake up
and realize it's all gone to hell.

But you don't really know when it
happened or howto fix it.

MA
So you' ve been married?

GABRI EL
Two years, but it was over |ong
before that. W were just going
through the notions. | was in

( MORE)
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GABRI EL (cont'd)
|l ove with her and she was in | ove
with her career. Eventually her
career won her heart.

MA
Did you have any ki ds?

GABRI EL
W were never in the same room
| ong enough to procreate.

Ma sniffs, |ooking around for sone tissue.

MA
Do you have a tissue?

Gabriel slides over to her, puts his arnms out.

GABRI EL
No, but | have a shirt.

M a eases into his enbrace, holds himtight. Wpes her nose

on his shirt. Pulls away.

MA
Thank you.
(1 ong pause)
| feel trapped. And al one.

Tears start to fall again.

GABRI EL
You' re not al one.

MA
(threw tears)
Can | use your shirt again?

GABRI EL
Come here.

He noves even closer and pulls her against him Hol ding
her. Their |ips nove closer, nearly touching. Lingering.

M A
| better go.

GABRI EL
Ckay.

But neither nmake a nove. Their lips touch briefly.
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M A
It's late. | have --

GABRI EL
To go? That's what you said. But
you're still here.

M A

Your sister-in-lawis lucky to
have you. You're a good listener.

GABRI EL
| don't listen this well with her.

She gets off the sofa first and he follows. Walks with her
to the door

GABRI EL
"1l wal k you downst ai rs.

EXT. GABRI EL'S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

Ma and Gabriel walk down the stairs. He stops at the
bottom

GABRI EL
How are you getting honme?

M A
(poi nti ng)
| drove. M car's over there.
(1 ong pause)
Bye.

GABRI EL
Bye for now or bye forever?

No response.

GABRI EL
Just want to know what to expect.

M A
| wish | knew

Gabriel watches as she wal ks down the street, gets into her
car and drives away.
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INT. MA' S HOVE - N GHT

Ma wal ks up the stairs, in the dark. Sees a light in one
of the roons. Stops outside

MEGAN S BEDROOM
where Jake is on the bed wth Megan, holding her foot.
JAKE
And this little piggy cried wee
wee wee all the way hone.
Megan giggles wldly.

Jake puts her foot down and she eagerly hands himthe other.

MEGAN
What about these piggies?

JAKE
This little piggy went to market.
This little piggy stayed hone.
this little piggy had roast
beef . ..

HALLWAY

Ma smles half-heartedly and wal ks into the
MASTER BEDROOM

and di srobes.

Jake enters as she slips into a ni ghtgown.

JAKE
Megan had a ni ght mare.

MA
Thank you for watching them

JAKE
You don't have to thank nme for
wat chi ng ny own ki ds.

M a takes her hair out of the ponytail hol der and brushes
it.

JAKE
Where'd you go?
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M A
For a drive. | needed to think.

JAKE
Dd it work?

She puts the brush down and turns her attention to him

M A
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?
JAKE
Ckay.
M A
Are you happy?
JAKE
l'm.. content.
M A

So this is what you expected when
we got married?

JAKE
| never prom sed you a gl anorous
life, Ma. | promsed | would
| ove you and | have... | do.

Not the answer she wanted. She clinbs into bed and turns
out the light, leaving Jake in the dark.

| NT. HEALTH CLUB - DAY

Dani works out on a treadm ||, running at a fast pace.
Hardly breaking a sweat. She is surrounded by ot her
physically fit nmen and woman who al so run at a steady pace.

DANI
So what's with your sudden
interest in fitness?

MA (O S.)
| needed... to get away... from
t he ki ds.

Dani makes a sound |i ke a buzzer.

DANI
Eeh! Wong answer. Try again.
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Ma is on an adjacent treadm ||, at a slow pace, barely
keepi ng up. She holds onto the handl e bars for dear life,
sl ouched over, huffing and puffing.

MA
|"ve gained ten pounds in the | ast
month, if you nust know.

DANI
Jake's not conplaining, is he?
MA
| doubt he's even noti ced.
Dani pushes a button on the treadm ||, increasing her speed.
DANI

Then what's the problenf Unless..
An all-knowi ng smrk spreads across Dani's face.

Ma can't take anynore. She pushes button after button, but
instead of turning off, her treadm || goes faster.

M A
Get nme off this thing!

Dani turns Ma's off then her own.

DANI
| know what you need. Follow ne.

Dani wal ks off while Ma w pes her sweaty forehead with her
shirt.

LATER
M a and Dani |ounge in the hot tub. Ma tries to carry on a

conversation while Dani's attention is trained on one of the
two buff guys swinmng laps in the nearby pool.

M A
This is nore like it.
DANI
Un huh.
M A
So Ryan got the lead in the school
pl ay.
DANI

Uh huh.
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The object of Dani's interest, BLOND QUY, finally notices
her staring at smles back flirtatiously. Brushes his wet
hair out of his face.

MA
Did Alex get a part?

DANI
Uh huh.

MA
VWi ch part?

Bl ond guy subtly motions to his friend, MJUSCLE GUY, and he
| ooks over at the wonen, returning Dani's coy smle.

Ma turns to look in Dani's line of vision and spots the two
guys. Looks back at Dani.

MA

Are you flirting with those guys?
DANI

Uh huh.
MA

Stop it before they conme over.
Dani notions them over and they start for the hot tub.

DANI
Too | ate.

M a gl ances over and sees them headed their way.

MA
Ch ny God. What'd you do?

DANI
Chill out. You're practically
divorced. It won't kill you to

flirt alittle.
Bl ond guy and nuscl e guy stop beside the hot tub.

BLOND GUY
Mnd if we join you?

DANI
Not at all.

Dani slides over to allow Blond guy to slip in next to her
and nuscle guy next to M a.
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M a nervously scoots a few inches away from nmuscle guy while
Dani noves in closer to blond guy.

DANI
I"'mDani. This is ny friend, M a.

Dani puts her hand out for a shake, but blond guy kisses it
instead. Ma just smles curtly.

BLOND QUY
| ' mDonnie and this i s Ben.

DANI
| couldn't help but notice what a
ni ce backside... er, | nean

backstroke you have.

Ma rolls her eyes, noving a little further away from nuscle
guy as she noves in unconfortably close.

BLOND GQUY
Yours isn't bad either.

MA
But | wasn't sm mm ng.

MUSCLE GUY
Is it hot in here, or is it just
the two of you?

M A
It's a hot tub

BLOND GUY
So, what are you lovely | adies
tal ki ng about over here?

DANI
Actually, I was just telling Ma
that --

MA

We were tal king about how our six
year old sons are in the sane
school play.

Bl ond guy and nuscle guy | ook |ike sonmeone just took a crap
in the water. They can't get out quickly enough.

BLOND GQUY
It is hot in here. | need anot her
SW m



They both hurry away, whispering anongst thensel ves.

Dani gives Ma a dirty | ook.

DANI
You couldn't help yourself, could
you? You had to go all "nmommy" on
t hem

M A

Pl ease, they were jerks.

DANI
You wanna ness with your own sex
life, that's fine. But stay away
fromm ne.

MA
| wouldn't touch your |ove sex
life with a ten foot pole.

DANI
Do yourself a favor, next tine you
see Gabriel, junp on himand get
it over with. You need to get
laid in the worst way.

Dani gets out of the hot tub, splashing M a.

INT. MA S LIVING ROOM - N GHT
Ma sits at her sewi ng nmachi ne, sew ng a costune.
Sounds of childish yelling filters in fromthe next room

RYAN (Q S.)
Mbooom Megan stol e ny marker

Wt hout | ooking up fromwhat she's doing..

MA
(nonot one)
Megan, give Ryan back his marker

MEGAN (O S.)
But he took ny crayons.

MA
(nonot one)
Ryan, give Megan back her crayons.



More yelling in the background.

Ma sews her last stitch, holds the costume up for
i nspecti on.

M A
Ryan, get in here and try on your
cost une.
Ryan wanders in a nonent later. Ma helps himinto his
costune. It fits like a glove. She smles proudly.
MA

You | ook so handsone.

RYAN
| look like a big green dork.

M A
No, you look like Peter Pan. He's
not a dork.

Jake wal ks in fromthe next room Does a doubl e take on

Ryan.

MA
You like it?
JAKE
He | ooks |ike a dork.
RYAN
See! |'m not going.
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Ryan peels off the costune and races out of the room Ma

picks it up, scowling at Jake.

MA
Thanks for your support.

Jake picks up the newspaper and sits in his recliner.

JAKE
Is it Halloween al ready?

M A
It's for a school play. Are you
gonna make it this tinme?

He doesn't bother to | ook up from his paper.

JAKE
VWhen is it?
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M A
Tonor r ow.

JAKE
Can't. |'mworking.

M A

You don't even know what tine.
JAKE
"' mworking all day.
| NT. SCHOCOL AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT
Ma sits in the audience with Megan beside her. The roomis

packed to near capacity with the exception of the two enpty
seats beside Ma and a few scattered el sewhere.

VEGAN
When's it gonna start?
M A
Soon.
VEGAN
How soon?
M A
Very soon.

Dani and Marybeth squeeze their way to the seats beside Ma

M A
That was cutting it close.

DANI
You have no idea how hard it is to
get out of the house with two
ki ds.

MA
You're right. | have no idea.

Dani realizes what she just said. Smles sheepishly.

DANI
" mnot a supernom|like you.

The lights dimas the play is about to start. A small child
with a whiny voice cones out on the stage. Her nonol ogue
goes on in the background.



DANI
| s he gonna show?

M A
He had to work.

DANI
| wasn't tal king about Jake.

Dani nudges her. Ma tries hard not to smle.

MA
How do you know | even invited
hi n?

DANI

OCh, you invited him alright. The
question is, wll he show?
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Ma tries to subtly | ook around the auditorium but Dan

catches her in the act.

DANI
Tol d you.

LATER

Ryan, in full Peter Pan costune, steps front and center,

ready for his big premere.

Ma smles proudly.

A hand on her shoul der catches her attention.

find Gabriel sitting behind her.

GABRI EL
Sorry I"'mlate. | warned you.
MA

Thanks for com ng.

GABRI EL
He's really good.

M a alternates glances at Ryan and Gabriel.

M A
W ran lines like fifty times | ast
night. | think | was a bit of a
drill sergeant.

GABRI EL

Oh, here. For Ryan.

She turns to
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Gabri el hands her a small bunch of flowers.

M A
FIl ower s?

GABRI EL
Does seemlike a strange thing to
get a six year old boy, now that I
think of it.

MA
No, it's sweet. Thank you.

Gabriel eases back in his seat to enjoy the rest of the
per f or mance.

EXT. SCHOOL AUDI TORI UM - NI GHT

M a, Dani, Megan and Marybeth stand anongst the crowd of
peopl e outside the exit. Dani leans in to whisper to M a.

DANI
VWhere is he?

MA
He's standi ng over by the stop
sign. Don't | ook.

Dani turns and | ooks. Sees Gabriel standing just where M a
said he would be. Trying to look |ike he's not waiting.

M A
| said don't | ook!

DANI
He's waiting for you. CGo talk to
hi m

M A
| can't.

DANI
"1l wait for Ryan. 1'Il even
take themto ny place if you want
sone... extra tine.

Dani makes her eyebrows dance up and down. M a el bows her

M A
No, | mean, | don't know what to
say.
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DANI
You'll figure it out when you get
t here.

Dani takes Megan's hand fromMa and then gives her friend a
gentl e nudge.

M a | ooks around to see who's | ooking before wal king over to
Gabri el .

M A
What' re you doi ng way over here?
GABRI EL
| didn't know if | should cone
over. The kids... and your
friend.
M A
Ri ght .

M a gl ances back to find Dani watching them She becones
even nore nervous, fidgety.

GABRI EL
Your son has definite potential.
"1l be | ooking for himon the big
screen in the near future.

MA
Thanks for com ng.

GABRI EL
You' re wel cone.

Unconfortabl e sil ence.
M a gl ances back to find Ryan exiting the auditorium He

runs to Dani, then | ooks around for Ma. Dani does her best
to try and distract him

GABRI EL
He's | ooking for you. You better
get back.

M A
Yeah, | better. [1'll... see you
around?

GABRI EL

| hope so.
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MA
Ckay. Bye.

GABRI EL
Bye.

M a pauses, not know ng whether to hug him Kkiss himor just
wal k away. Gabriel ends the unconfortable situation by
wavi ng and wal ki ng of f.

M a scoffs at herself, then turns and wal ks back to Dani and
t he ki ds.

RYAN
Did you see ne?

MA
Yes, | did. You renenbered all
your lines. [|'mso proud of you.

She tries to hug him but he steps back.

RYAN

Momi  Not in front of ny friends.
DANI

Who wants to go for sone ice

creantf
The kids all shout in unison.

DANI
Ckay, ny treat. Let's go.

Dani | eads the kids away while M a hangs back. Turns to
check on Gabriel's progress.

He wal ks in the other direction. Turns to | ook back at her.

| NT. CATHOLI C CHURCH - DAY

Dressed in their Sunday best, Ma, Megan and Ryan sit in the
last pew Ma's nom Anne, slips in beside her just as the
servi ce begins.

PRI EST
Al rise.

The congregation rises in unison.

Anne | eans over to whisper in Ma's ear, replacing the
PRI EST's nuffled sernon in the background.



ANNE
VWhere's Jake?

M A
Wor ki ng.

ANNE
On Sunday?

M A

He's a hard worker.

ANNE

So was God and even He took Sunday

of f.

MA
We need the noney.

The congregation sits.
Anne | eans over again.

ANNE
Are you two havi ng probl ens?
Because if you are, |I'msure
Father O Mally wouldn't mnd --

MA
| don't know about you. But |
came to pray... not gossip.

I NT. CATHCLI C CHURCH - CONFESSI ONAL - DAY

Ma sits on one side of the confessional
priest sits on the other.

M A
Bl ess me Father, for | have

screen and the

si nned. It's been one week since

my | ast confession.

PRI EST
Go ahead, ny child.

MA
| sent ny husband to work with

a

dirty shirt. He asked ne to wash

his gray pinstripped shirt and
forgot so when he asked ne for
| sprayed it with air freshener
and gave it a quick ironing.

I
it,
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PRI EST
Go on.

M A
On Tuesday | allowed ny children
to have high fructose corn syrup
On Wednesday | told them | was
taking a shower but in actuality I
sat on the toilet and read a book
for ten mnutes. On Thursday |
forgot to run the dishwasher but |
didn't want to admt it to ny
husband when he asked if those
were clean dishes, so | let him
drink out of a dirty gl ass.
(pause)
And I'm having an affair.

PRI EST
An affair?

MA
| guess technically it's not an
affair if we haven't sl ept
together. | nean, we haven't even
ki ssed or anything. Well, we
sorta kissed. But nostly we
just... talk.

PRI EST
Do you | ove your husband?
M A
Yes. No. Yes.
(pause)
' m not sure.
PRI EST
Three Hail Marys, five Qur
Fathers... and find out the answer

to that question. Sonetines we
find our answers in the nost
unexpect ed pl aces.

4.
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MONTAGE - M A'S TRANSFORVATI ON

-- Gabriel and Ma wal k through a quiet park. He chall enges
her to a race. She tries hard to keep up, but ultimtely
he | eaves her in his dust.

-- Maruns on a treadmll. She sweats profusely, barely
able to keep up.

-- Gabriel and Ma watch a novie together. He reaches over
and takes her hand, interlocking their fingers.

-- Ma works out again, this time wi ht a personal trainer.
She shows significant inprovenent.

-- Gabriel and Ma wal k hand in hand through a recreation
center. Kids play in an olynpic sized pool. Gabriel picks
her up and wal ks her to the pool while she shakes her head
vehenentaly. He throws her in, then gets a running start
and cannon calls in after her.

-- Maruns on a treadmll. She's a pro now, barely
breaki ng a sweat.

-- Gabriel and Ma wal k through a playground. The sw ngs
are all occupied by elenentary aged children. He slips one
of the kids a five dollar bill and watches as he runs off.
He notions Ma to get on the swing, then pushes her higher
than all the other swing riders.

-- Ma steps on a scale with her personal trainer by her
side. 125. She smles proudly, then turns to accept his
high five.

-- Gabriel and Ma race again. This tinme she leaves himin
her dust. He stops, hands on his knees, huffing and
puffing.

END MONTAGE

INT. M A S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Ma sits on the bed brushing her danp hair after a shower.
Jake conmes out of the bathroom and gets in bed with her.

JAKE
Wanna have | unch tonorrow?

M A
What ?
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JAKE
| could take a | ong break and we
coul d get sone |unch together

MA
| can't. | prom sed the kids
woul d take themto the park.

JAKE
| don't think the kids would m nd.

Jake tries to kiss her on her neck. She quickly gets under
the covers, turning away from him

MA
| prom sed.

JAKE
Then don't conplain | never take
you anywher e.

He gets under the covers as well, his back to her.

| NT. PARK - DAY

Ryan and Megan play anong the other kids on the playground.
Ma sits on a park bench tal king on her cell.

| NTERCUT - PARK / DANI'S OFFI CE

Dani sits in her cubicle, hard at work on her conputer while
talking to Ma through a hands free headset.

DANI
So you |ied?

MA
| didn't lie. | am in fact, at
the park. And | did, in fact,
prom se the kids | would take

t hem

DANI
And you are, in fact, neeting your
boy toy.

Her tone catches Ma off guard. She waits for Dani to |augh
and announce that she's kidding. But she doesn't.

M A
VWat's with the tone?
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DANI
l"'msorry. |'mjust swanped at
work and it's just been one of
t hose days. One of those days
where | amforced to question
every single decision |I've made in
nmy life thus far.

M A
And have you cone to any
revel ati ons?

DANI
Just one. But it's not about ne.
And you probably don't want to
hear it.

M A
| asked, didn't 17?

Dani stops what she's doing to lift up the receiver and pul
of f her headset. She's going into serious node.

DANI
You know how nmuch | hate being the
voi ce of reason, but nmaybe your
life with Jake isn't that bad.
mean, he's got a great job. You
haven't had to work a single day
since you married him He takes
care of you and the kids.

M A
So what's a little extra-narital
affair?

DANI

" m not excusing that. But if you
| eave himfor Gabriel --

M A
" mnot --

DANI
| F you |l eave himfor Gabriel,
what's gonna happen to you and the
ki ds? Yeah, you guys have fun
t oget her, but he doesn't seem
stable at all. Wat if he's just
out for a good tinme?

M A
He's not.



DANI
How do you know? Have you sl ept
with hinf

M a | ooks at the playground to check on the kids.

M A
That's none of your business.
DANI
So you have?
M A
I"'mstill married, Dani.
DANI
So you haven't. Shit, wonman, |'ve

gotten clearer answers froma
magi ¢ ei ght ball

Ma sighs loudly. Looks around as if hoping sonmeone wl |
rescue her fromthe torture of Dani's |ecture.

DANI
| just want you to be prepared for
himto wal k out on you after he's
gotten what he's | ooking for.

MA
Where is this comng fron? This
was your idea, renenber?

DANI
| told you to sleep with him not
fall inlove with him You're

scaring ne, Ma. You're not like
the rest of us. You don't bounce,

you br eak.
M A
| know what [|'m doi ng.
DANI
Al I"msaying is days |like today

make nme regret divorcing Keith. |
bust ny ass here at work all day

| ong and when | get honme I'mtoo
tired to enjoy ny kids or the
house I work so hard to afford.
Think 1 ong and hard before you do
anyt hi ng per manent.
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Qut of the corner of her eye, Ma sees Gabriel in the
di stance fl aggi ng her down.

MA
Gotta go.

M a tosses her phone into her purse and checks on the kids
before jogging off to neet Gabriel.

He takes her by the armand pulls her behind a tree.
Enbraces her. But this hug seens different.

MA
| can't stay long. W' ve already
been here an hour.

GABRI EL
| can't stay long either. |'m
packi ng.

Ma's face grows pale. Smle quickly fades.

MA
Busi ness trip?

GABRI EL
It's a little nore pernmanent.

MA
| thought you could be a conputer
geek anywhere.

GABRI EL
Not when you're being pronoted to
seni or conputer geek.

Ma can tell by the |look on his face that he's excited.
Tries her best to be excited for him

MA
That's great. Congratul ati ons!

But that's all the happi ness she can nuster. She turns to
| eave. He takes her hand and pulls her back.

GABRI EL
They're putting me up in this
great house. Four bedroons, safe
nei ghbor hood. .. top-rated schools.

M A
| can't.
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GABRI EL
Maybe |I'm w ong, but | thought we
were nore than two peopl e that
hang out occassionally.

M A
W are. But |'mnarried.

GABRI EL
| know. And I'mnot telling you
to choose ne, but you have to
decide. Do you want to spend the
rest of your life feeling trapped
and alone? O do you want to
spend it with soneone that wants
to make you happy every day for
the rest of your life?

MA
My happi ness is secondary to ny
childrens'.
GABRI EL
| love kids. | can be a good
f at her.
MA

They al ready have a father.

GABRI EL
That's not what | neant.

M A
| know what you nean. But | don't
t hi nk you understand what | nean.
Their father is here. | can't
take them away from him

GABRI EL
We'll work it out. People do it
all the tine.

Ma gently takes his hand off hers and wal ks away.

Gabri el

wat ches as she wal ks across the park, picks up her

kids and wal ks into the di stance, never | ooking back.
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INT. M A S BATHROOM - DAY

M a takes a shower, using the noise of the running water to
di sgui se her heavy sobs.

A KNOCK on the door interrupts.

JAKE (0. S.)
Al nost done in there?

M A
Al nost .

JAKE (O. S.)
Hurry up. The kids have a
surprise for you

INT. M A S BEDROOM - DAY

Ma exits the bathroomto find Jake and the kids waiting
with a breakfast tray.

M A
VWhat's this?

ALL
Happy Birthday!

MA
Thank you.

Ma takes a seat in front of the tray and Jake noves it
across her | ap.

An offering of burnt toast, an over-ripe banana and orange
juice awaits her.

MVEGAN
| made the toast.
M A
It | ooks yumy.
RYAN
Eat it quick. W're gonna be late
for school
JAKE
Let nmonmy enj oy her breakfast. |'m

droppi ng you guys off today.

He bends over to place a kiss on her I|ips.



JAKE
Go get your backpacks.
RYAN
Bye, nom
VEGAN
Bye, nomy.
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Ryan runs out of the room while Megan ki sses and hugs M a,

then joins him

JAKE
| asked your nomto pick up the
kids tonight. |'mtaking you out
to di nner.

INT. MA' S LIVING ROOM - N GHT

All dressed up and no where to go. Ma sits on the sofa in

a sexy black dress, fancy updo and full nake-up.
t he nost put together we've seen her.

She checks her watch. 8:30 p.m He's late.

M A
(to herself)
Where are you?

She gets out her cell phone and dials.

SECRETARY (V. Q)
Jacob Davis' office, Bonnie
speaking. How may | hel p you?

M A
H, Bonnie. Thisis Ma. 1Is ny
husband t here?

SECRETARY (V. Q)
l"msorry, Ms. Davis. He left
for the evening. Can | take a
nmessage?

MA
How | ong ago did he | eave?

SECRETARY (V. Q)
A while ago, actually. D d you
try his cell?

This is
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MA
| did. He left it here this
nor ni ng. Thank you.

She hangs up, visibly upset. G abs her purse and storns out
the front door.

As soon as she | eaves, the phone starts to RI NG

I NT. DANI'S CAR - N GHT
Dani drives wth her phone pressed to her ear.

DANI
C nmon, Ma. Answer your damm
phone!

She hangs up and tries again. Mre R NG NG

DANI
Where are you? Pick up

| NT. SLEAZY BAR - NI GHT

The place craws with creepy | ooking guys and questionabl e
| ooki ng wonen. Snpoke so thick you can barely nake out the
faces in the crowd.

Ma sits at the bar, three filled shot glasses in front of
her. She appears to have already had a few.

Her cell phone RINGS in the background.

M A
This one's for you, Jake. The
wor st husband a girl could ask
for.

She downs the first Tequila shot. Picks up the second.

M A
And this is for the binbo you're
screwing. My she die a sl ow,
pai nful deat h.

She takes the shot. Picks up the |ast one.
MA

And this one's for nme. Happy
fucki ng Birthday!
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She throws back the | ast shot. BANGS on the bar with the
enpty gl ass.

MA
Bartender. Fill "er up, please.

The BARTENDER, a heavily tattooed and nunerously pierced
guy, pours her another drink.

BARTENDER
You gonna get that?

MA
Sure, why not.

She fishes her phone out of her purse and answers.
MA

| don't want to hear your |anme ass
excuses, Jake.

DANI (V.Q)
It's not Jake.
MA
Dani! H, sweetie! Wat's up?

How are you? You sound so pretty.

DANI
(mocking Ma's
ent husi asm
And you sound so drunk! \Were are
you?

M a downs her drink. A streamof Tequila runs down her
chi n.

M A
If I told you that then you' d know
ever yt hi ng.
DANI
What does that nean?
MA
You tell ne.
DANI
Tell me where you are. |'m com ng

to get you.
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M A
No, sorry. | have to go. But we
shoul d have brunch tonorrow. Have
you ever had brunch before? Brunch
is so fun!

DANI
Ma, no, wait. There's sonething
you shoul d --

M A
Bye now.

M a snaps the phone cl osed and sets it on the bar. It
i mredi at el y RI NGS agai n.

BARTENDER
Everyt hi ng okay?

MA
Wul d you excuse ne for a m nute?

Bart ender watches curiously as Ma teeters into the
RESTROOM

Goes to the first stall, drops her phone into the toilet and
fl ushes.

St unbl es back out to the
BAR

and pl ops down on her stool. Finds a new drink waiting.
Drinks it sloppily, spilling about half.

MA
You' re an awesone bartender, you
know that? |In case anyone hasn't
told you today, | really
appreci ate you.

Bartender | ooks up fromm xing a drink.

BARTENDER
Thanks.

M A
| mean, is that so hard? Wuld it
kill people to showa little

gratitude every now and agai n? Not
ever day, God forbid. But once a
nmont h, maybe. Hell, once a year

( MORE)



M A (cont'd)
even.

BARTENDER
|"mcutting you off.

M A
That's okay. | was done talking.
Can you get me anot her shot when
get the chance?

BARTENDER
|"mcutting off the |iquor.
M A
VWhat? No! Way? It's ny

bi rt hday!
BARTENDER

Happy Birthday. But |'m not
serving you anything el se.

MA
You' re such a party pooper. You
act like I'mdrunk or sonething.

BARTENDER
You are.

M A
Am not !

BARTENDER
Are too.

M A
Am - -

M a passes out face down onto the bar.

BARTENDER
Amy, c¢'nmon, lady. Don't do that!

He tries shaking her, but she's out cold.

He picks up her purse and takes out her wallet. Searches
around until finding what he's looking for. D als the
phone.

BARTENDER
Yeah, you wanna cone pick up your
old lady. She's one Tequila short
of a comm.

86.



87.
| NT. SLEAZY BAR - NI GHT

Gabriel walks in, |ooks around, imrediately spots Ma
sl unped over the bar. She appears to be asl eep, but as he
gets closer, he can hear her quietly singing.

M A
It's nmy birthday and I'Il drink if
| want to. Drink if | want to.
Drink if I want to. You would
drink too if he was cheating on
you.

He approaches her unnoticed and whispers in her ear.

GABRI EL
You about done?

She bolts up, grabbing her head in pain. But her inebriated
smle quickly returns.

M A
My first guest! Welcone to ny
party! Want a drink?

GABRI EL
You' ve had enough for both of us.
Party's over.

MA
Anot her party pooper! | need
better friends.

He puts her armaround his neck and tries to |ift her off
the stool. She holds onto the bar with her remaining hand
with all her mght, which isn't much.

MA
What're you gonna do, drive ne
home. Hand ne to ny husband?
That' s ki nda gonna bl ow ny whol e
"you' re fucking around on ne"
excuse right out the w ndow.

GABRI EL
So your husband is cheating on
you? That's what this is al
about ?

MA
No, that's not what this is about.
" mdrinking because | want to.
Because it's who | am And it's
time | stop letting people tell ne
MORE
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M A (cont'd)
what to behave and how to think.
I"mofficially taking ny life
back.

M a pops out of her seat in a victorious gesture. Her knees
buckl e and she heads straight for the floor. Gabriel
catches her just in time. Their lips inches apart.

MA
You're really hot, you know t hat?

GABRI EL
So are you. Even when you're
sl oppy drunk.

M A
|"'mnot drunk. |'m.. happy. You
said you wanted ne to be happy...
and now | am

GABRI EL
Even the grunpy dwarf could be
happy after all the Tequila you' ve
had. C non, you can sleep it off
in ny car.

He tries to |l ead her out but again she stops him

MA
| have a better idea. W should
have sex. Hot, raunchy sex.

Gabri el chuckles, |ooking around. They have the attention
of every bar patron

GABRI EL
| don't think that's such a great
i dea.

MA

Wiy not? You're going away. It'l|
be like ny little goodbye present.
You know ny friend Dani, the
meddl i ng one? She said you were
only after one thing and you woul d
| eave when you got it. The |east

| can do is prove her right. She
| oves to be right.



She holds up an armas if calling over a cab.

GABRI EL
Wiy don't we go wth ny plan and,
al t hough appealing, 1'll take a
rain check on yours.

MA
Excuse ne, bartender. |Is there an

of fice or sonething back there? W
need a little privacy.

BARTENDER
(poi nti ng)
Down that hall to the left.

GABRI EL
We don't need privacy. Thanks.

M A
Geat. You don't want nme either.
Bart ender!

Gabri el
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put s

her arm down and pulls her over to a |l ess public corner.

She stares at him dazed.

f ace.

GABRI EL
| want you, Ma. God, | can't
tell you how badly I want you. But
not like this. Not when you're so
drunk you won't even renenber it

tonmorrow. Wen... if we have hot,
raunchy sex... | want it to be
menor abl e. | want it to be in

bed, with preferrably | ess people
watching. And I want to wake up
wi th you the next norning and cook
breakfast for you. But nost of
all, I want you to be sober so
that you know you're doing it
because you want to and not
because your feelings are hurt or
you' ve had a bad day. Do you
under st and?

M A
That was beautiful. D d you get
that off a Hallmark card?

GABRI EL
How many shots have you had?

He runs a hand in front of her



MA
A couple. WII you hold nme?

GABRI EL
That | can do.

He takes her in his arns. Feels her go |inp.
col d.
EXT. SLEAZY BAR - NI GHT

Ma sits on the hood of her car sipping coffee.
Gabriel's jacket around her shoul ders.

Gabriel stands in front of her.

MA
| feel like a giant ass. |'mso
sorry.

GABRI EL

You' re not an ass.

MA
No, seriously. Those things I
said... and did...

GABRI EL
You renenber that? You're a
better drunk than ne. | always

get to hear the fun details the
next norni ng.

M A
| don't know what cane over ne. [
don't drink |like that. | don't
think 1've ever been drunk before.
GABRI EL
No expl anation necessary.
M A
But | want to. Wat | said about
Dani - -
GABRI EL

Fi ni sh your coff ee.

She takes a sip.

90.

She' s out

She wears
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MA
|"msorry you had to conme all this
way. You shoul d be packi ng.

GABRI EL
It's two in the norning. The only
thing I should be doing is
sl eeping, and | do too nmuch of
that as it is.

M A
Sl eep. | vaguely renenber what
that's |ike.

Ma slides off the hood, gets dizzy, reaches for Gabriel.

MA
| s everything spinning or is it
just nme?

GABRI EL

A couple nore of those and I m ght
| et you drive hone.

She slides to the asphalt below. Gabriel sits next to her,
their heads rested agai nst each others.

He lets out a fake snore. She el bows him

MA
Don't you dare.

GABRI EL
Thi s shoul d sober you up. | |ove
you.

MA
You're right. | think I can
drive.

She quickly gets to her feet. Digs in her purse for her
keys. She unl ocks her car but hesitates to get in. Turns
to find Gabriel right behind her. She throws her arns
around him

M A
| wish | wasn't marri ed.

GABRI EL
| wish you weren't married, too.

MA
We coul d have been good together.
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Gabriel is the first to pull away.

GABRI EL
It wouldn't have worked out. |I...
(like it's a big confession)
snore. Really loud. You would
never get any sleep. And | can't

cook, | leave the toilet seat up,

| watch a lot of sports, and |

yell at the TV. | would drive you
nut s.

Ma pulls himin for a kiss. He turns his head at the | ast
m nute, taking it on the cheek.

She gets into her car. He signals her to roll down the
w ndow.

GABRI EL
Sure you can drive?
M A
Yes, officer.
GABRI EL
Take care of yourself.
M A
Il will. You, too.

Bef ore she can buckle up, she renoves Gabriel's jacket and
hands it back to him Buckles up, puts the car in reverse
and drives away.

INT. MA' S HOVE - N GHT

Ma walks in the front door to find the living room
conpletely dark. She kicks off her shoes and proceeds in.

JAKE (O. S.)
Did you enjoy your birthday?

She starts, then turns to find Jake's sil houette on the
sof a.

M A
Are the kids back?

JAKE
Your nom deci ded to keep them
Apparently she doesn't trust ne
wth them either.



MA
Why are you sitting in the dark?
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She flips on the light to find the living room decorated

with balloons, streanmers and flowers. A "Happy 30th

Bi rt hday" banner hangs over the fireplace. A four course

meal is spread out across the coffee table.

JAKE
Sur pri se.

M a stares in shock, speechl ess.

JAKE
The plan was to get you out of the
house just |ong enough for nme to
set up. Had I known it would take
you seven hours to get back, |
woul d' ve kept the food on warm

She heads up the stairs.

M A
"' m gonna take a shower.

JAKE
VWo is he? Anyone | know?

M a stops dead in her tracks. The flood gates open.
flow. She turns to face him

MA
| screwed up.

JAKE
Thank you for not denying it.

MA
| didn't sleep with him

She waits for a response, then goes on.

M A
At first it was just for the
conpany. But | think a snmall part
of me wanted to hurt you as badly
as | was hurting.

JAKE
| woul d never cheat on you. You
shoul d have known t hat.

Tears



MA
What was | supposed to think?

JAKE
You shoul d have asked ne.

M A
VWhen? You're never around.

JAKE
|'mhere now Talk to ne.

M a considers, then continues up the stairs.
LATER

Jake sits in the sane spot when Ma cones down the stairs
carrying an overni ght bag.

JAKE
Were' re you goi ng?
MA
| don't want to fight anynore.
JAKE
Fight? W barely speak. How can
we fight?
MA

We'll be at my noms. If you want
to see the kids.

Wth that, she wal ks out of the house.

I NT. ANNE' S HOME - NI GHT

M a stands outside the guest room |ooking in at Ryan and
Megan, asleep in the full sized bed. Turns to find Anne
staring accusingly at her.

M A
Don't ook at nme |li ke that.

She pushes past Anne and wal ks down the stairs. Anne
fol | ows.

ANNE
Goi ng back out?

MA
Thank you for watching them
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ANNE
Am | allowed to say anythi ng?
MA
No.
ANNE
Well, I'"'mgoing to anyway. You're

maki ng a big m stake.

MA
It's nmy life. Let ne nmake it.

LI VI NG ROOM
M a gat hers her bel ongi ngs and heads for the door.

ANNE
It's not just your life. It's
Jake's and the kids', too.

M a opens the door. Anne slans it shut.

ANNE
VWhat are you | ooking for, Ma. You
have a husband that |oves you and
your kids. He may not be perfect,
but neither are you. No one is.
Your marriage is going to continue
to suffer until you realize that.

M A
VWhat marriage, non?? We're nore
roommat es t han husband and wi fe.

Anne takes her by the shoul ders and turns her around.

ANNE
Can | share sonething nmy nother
told me on ny weddi ng night?

M A
Can | stop you?

ANNE
She told ne that a nmarriage is a
lot like a gas stove. Every now
and again the pilot light my go
out. But why throw out the whole

stove when you can just re-Ilight
it?

95.
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M A
That's the worst advice |'ve ever
heard. No one uses gas stoves
anynore.

ANNE
You're not |istening.

MA
| heard you, nom But what
it's not just the pilot ligh

i f
t?
VWhat if the freaking thing is

br oken?

ANNE
Then you have to care enough to
fix it.

EXT. GABRI EL' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Gabriel carefully transfers |arge boxes from his apartnent
to the back of a noving van.

| NT. GABRI EL' S APARTMENT - DAY

Gabriel stands in the nearly enpty kitchen wappi ng gl asses
i n newspaper and packing it into boxes.

The doorbell RINGS

GABRI EL
Com ng.

He j ogs over to the door as the doorbell RINGS again.

GABRI EL
Al nost done. Just a few nore...

He opens the door m d-sentence.

GABRI EL
boxes.

He is pleasantly surprised to see Ma standing there.

GABRI EL
Hi .

M A
Hi .
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GABRI EL
What are you -- ?

MA
If | promse to hel p you pack
could we tal k?

GABRI EL
Sur e. Cone in.

He ushers her into the barren living room Nothing remains
but a few boxes.

GABRI EL
|"mactual ly al nost done. | just
have a few dishes in the kitchen

He wal ks of f in that direction but she doesn't foll ow

MA
Do you have anything that needs
packing in the bedroonf

GABRI EL
Possi bl y.

Wth a smle, he takes her by the hand and | eads her down
the hall. Once inside the

BEDROOM
Gabriel strokes her face gingerly.

GABRI EL
What happened when you went home?

MA
Did |l say | wanted to tal k?
meant | wanted hot, raunchy sex.

They go at it, kissing and tearing off each other's cl othes.
They back up toward the bed, then realize there isn't one.

MA
Where's your bed?

GABRI EL
I n the noving van.

MA
It's probably really hot in there.
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GABRI EL
And crowded. | vote for right
here on the fl oor.

He tries to take her down to the floor, but she resists.

MA
I"'mnot feelin' it.
GABRI EL
kay, | have an idea. Stay right

t here.
He peels his |lips away and races out of the room
Down t he hal | way.

And out the front door.

EXT. GABRI EL' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Gabriel clinbs into the back of the noving van and rumrages
t hrough hi s boxes.

MOVER (O S.)
What' re you doi ng?

Gabriel looks up to find a intimdatingly burly MOWER
standi ng outside the van | ooki ng peeved.

GABRI EL
Just | ooking for sonething.

MOVER
You' re supposed to be packing, not
un- packi ng.

Gabriel goes into his pocket and pulls out his wallet.
Stuffs a fistful of noney in the nover's hand.

GABRI EL
Cone back in a few hours.

Mover | ooks at the noney, then back at Gabriel.
MOVER
" m al ready behind schedul e and
| " m supposed to nove two ot her
peopl e today.

Gabriel gets out nore noney and hands it to him
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MOVER
| could reschedule. Take your
tine.

Gabriel finally finds the right box, pulls out a conforter
and sonme pillows. Races back into the building.

| NT. GABRI EL'S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - DAY

Gabriel bursts into the roomwth the conforter, pillows and
a bottle of wwne with two gl asses.

GABRI EL
Al nost ready.

He quickly sets down the w ne and gl asses and spreads out
the conforter and pillows. Goes to get Ma, notices the
bew | dered | ook in her eyes.

GABRI EL
| took too long. You changed your
m nd.

M A

| was thinking about what you said
| ast night. About the bed and

br eakf ast .
GABRI EL
M a, that was a netaphor
MA
| just don't want to ruin this,
y' know.
GABRI EL

| know. And we won't. Cone here.

He pulls her against him into a tight enbrace. They | ock
lips. He lifts her off her feet and | ays her on the
make-shift bed. They undress each other, their |ips never
parting.

LATER

Gabriel and Ma lay in each other's arns, wapped in the
conforter

GABRI EL
VWhere're the kids?
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MA
Wth nmy nom

GABRI EL
How much does she know?

MA
Everything. And she'd be really
pi ssed if she knew | went out and
bought a new stove.

GABRI EL
What ?
MA
Not hi ng. Neverm nd.
GABRI EL
Wanna get a little sl eep?
MA
Don't you have to be out of here?
GABRI EL
Don't worry. | bought us a little

tine.

He ki sses her on the neck, then waps his arns around her
even tighter.

LATER

M a awakens to find herself alone. She hurriedly gets
dressed and rushes out of the room

She checks every door down the hall, but Gabriel is no where
to be found.

EXT. GABRI EL' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

M a bursts out through the front entrance, alarnmed to see
that the noving van is gone.

EXT. DANI'S BACKYARD - DAY

Dani waters her rose bushes as Al ex and Marybeth play in
their kiddie pool.

The phone RINGS in the background.

She throws down the hose and heads for the house.
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DANI
Al ex, watch your sister. 1'Il be
ri ght back.

She reaches her hand into the kitchen and pulls out the
cordl ess phone.

DANI
Hell o? M a?

| NTERCUT - GAS STATION / DANI' S BACKYARD

M a stands at a payphone outside of a gas station mni-nmart.

M A
You were right.

DANI
Ch ny God. |'ve been so worried
about you. | called the house but

it just rang off the hook.

MA
|"'mnot at honme. And Jake is
probably screening.

DANI
VWhat happened?

MA
Exactly what you said would
happen.

DANI
Awy, M a.

Dani observes the kids roughhousing in the pool.

DANI
Hol d on.
(covering receiver)
Al ex, stop trying to drown your

si ster!
(on phone)
" mso sorry.
MA
Go ahead. Say it. | know you're
dyi ng to.
DANI
| do not want to say "I told you
so". And even if | did, I would

have the decency to wait for a
( MORE)



DANI (cont'd)
| ess tacky noment to say it. \Were
are you? | wanna hug you. Cone
over. Bring the kids. Alex and
Marybeth are in the pool.

M A
| wouldn't be very good conpany.

DANI
Ckay, then give ne like an hour to
find a babysitter and I'lIl conme to
you.

M A
| need a favor.

DANI
Anything. Nane it. Do you need a
place to stay? | could put the
kids in with ne and you guys can
have their room |'mnot the

donesti c goddess that you are, but
| can warm up canned goods |i ke
nobody' s busi ness.

MA
| need the nane of your |awyer.

DANI
Ma, no. No! That is not the
ki nd of decision you want to make
with a broken heart and three
hours of sl eep.

M A
Trust ne, |'ve thought about it.
It's all |'ve thought about for
the last couple of nonths. |'m

sure.

| NT. GABRI EL' S APARTMENT - DAY

Gabri el

He goes into the

KI TCHEN

and unl oads the neal onto the table.

102.

wal ks in with a tray of coffee and a fast food bag.
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GABRI EL

(shouti ng)
Ma, you up yet? So | know |
prom sed a home- cooked breakf ast,
but | have nothing to cook with
and the noving guy already left
with ny stuff. So | had to
I nprovi se.

When he receives no answer, he goes down the hall to check
the bedroom H's smle slowy fades when he sees the enpty
spot where M a shoul d be.

I NT. ANNE' S HOME - NI GHT

Anne tucks Ryan and Megan into bed, then tiptoes toward the
door .

VEGAN
I s nonmy com ng back?

Anne turns to her, surprised to see her awake.

ANNE
| thought you were al seep.

VEGAN
| was faking.

Anne wal ks back to her, tucks her in tighter.

ANNE
O course she is. As soon as she
and daddy work sone things out.

RYAN
Tonmmy M's nomand dad live in two
different houses. Tommy said his
nmom hat es hi s dad.

ANNE
Hey, your nom does not hate your
dad. And | don't like that
| anguage, young nan.

RYAN
Sorry.

ANNE
Your nom and dad | ove the two of
you very nmuch. And that's al
that matters. Good ni ght.
(heads for door)

( MORE)
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ANNE (cont' d)
For real this time.

She heads out of the room and cl oses the door silently
behind her. Alnost runs into Ma who stands in the hallway.

MA
Did you nean that? |Is it enough
that we both | ove thenf?

Anne wal ks off down the hall way.

DANI
Come with ne.

Ma follows quietly as her nom | eads her into the
LAUNDRY ROOM
and cl oses the door behind her.

M A
W' re gonna wash cl ot hes ri ght
now?

Anne noves sone cleaning supplies. Pulls out a cigar box.

ANNE
| f you ever want to hide sonething
froma man, hide it behind
cl eani ng suppli es.

Anne goes into the box and pulls out a photo, the edges
tattered and worn. It has to be at least 30 years old. It
depi cts a handsone young nman in Navy attire.

ANNE
H s name was Asher.

M A
VWho was he?

ANNE

| met himin a coffee shop one
weekend whil e your dad was away on
busi ness.

Ma's eyes bug out.

MA
You nean you and he --



M a gasps
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ANNE
He was in the Navy and after a few
nmont hs got stationed overseas.
Your father traveled all the tine
and | was al ways al one. And even
when he was there, he wasn't
really there.

MA
So what happened?

ANNE
| loved your father, but I
couldn't imagine ny life wthout
Asher. So | took suitcase, packed
up what | could and hopped on the
next bus to neet him

MA
But you couldn't have nmet hinf
Then you woul dn't have --

ANNE

Wuld you let me finish? On the
bus | started to feel dizzy and
faint. The last thing | renmenber
was asking the person next to ne
for help and the next thing I know
| was waking up in the hospital

wi th your dad next to ne. He was
munbl i ng sonet hi ng about how happy
he was and how he hoped it was a

girl.
| oudl y.

MA
You were pregnant?! You waited
thirty years to tell ne that ny
dad isn't really ny dad?

ANNE
No, of course not. | never slept
with Asher. And | never breathed
a word of himto your father

M A
What happened to hin? D d you
ever see him again?

ANNE
He wote to ne every week at
first. Then every nonth. Then a
couple times a year. Then the

( MORE)
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ANNE (cont' d)
letters just stopped.

MA
VWhat did they say?

Anne pulls out a handful of letters fromthe box. Hands
themto Ma. She turns themover, realizes they aren't
open.

ANNE
| couldn't read them It was too
har d.

M A

This is supposed to cheer ne up?
That's the nost depressing thing
| ve ever heard.

ANNE
It's the past. Everyone has an
Asher somewhere in their past. You
just have to know when to let it

go.

Wiile Ma digests that pear of wi sdom Anne packs her
| etters back in the box and places the box back behind the
cl eaners. Heads out of the room

M A
Monf

Anne gl ances at M a over her shoul der.
MA

Read the letters.
I NT. ANNE' S HOVE - GUEST ROOM - NI GHT
M a places a kiss on Ryan's and Megan's cheeks. Stares down
at them adoringly.
EXT. MA' S HOVE - N CGHT
Jake sits on the front porch snoking a cigarette. A car
pulls into the driveway and Ma gets out. She walks up to
hi m

MA
| thought you quit.
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JAKE
Just in front of you. Since we're
bei ng honest with each ot her now.

M A
" m sorry.

JAKE
How are the kids?

MA
Good. They're sl eeping.

JAKE
| prom sed Ryan we could pl ay
catch tonorrow, so..

M A
Jake --

JAKE
l'd like to have the first and
third weekends, if that's okay.

M A
Jake, don't --

JAKE
Hal | oneen woul d be nice, and maybe
New Year's Eve. | know how nuch

Christmas neans to you, SO you can
have both of those. W can al ways
exchange presents before or after.

M A
| want to come back

He takes a long drag off his cigarette, stonps it out,
exhal es noisily.

JAKE
Your nother wants you to cone
back. The kids want you to cone
back. But you... you're in |ove
W th soneone el se.

He gets up and goes into the house. Ma is right behind
hi m



INT. MA' S HOVE - N GHT

The foyer
t hem over,

He ki sses

108.

is cluttered with nunerous suitcases. M a | ooks

tearing up

MA
You packed ny things?
JAKE
No, | packed m ne. You have the

ki ds. You need the house.

MA
Don't do this. Please don't
puni sh nme for maki ng a m st ake.

JAKE
"' m not punishing you, Ma. |I'm
letting you go.

her on the forehead. She weeps,

trying to hold on

to him He grabs a couple of suitcases and wal ks out the

door.

| NT. ANNE'

Anne sits

S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

in front of the fireplace, reading her letters.
When she's done, she tosses themand the p
fire. Watches her nenories burn.

INT. MA' S KITCHEN - DAY

M a opens

cture into the

sone canned pasta and dunps it into a glass bow ,
pops it in the m crowave.

MA
(shouti ng)
Ryan, Megan, wash up for |unch

G ggling can be heard fromthe next room

LI VI NG ROOM

to investi
and Megan,

She goes into the

gate. Jake rolls around on the floor with Ryan

tickling them nmercilessly.

M A
You guys need to call a truce...
at | east I ong enough to eat.
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Jake i medi ately ceases the tickle assault.

JAKE
You heard your nmom WAsh up
Two kids hop to their feet and race down the hall. No lip.
JAKE

(stands up)
| shoul d get going.

M A
Can you hang around? | need to
get sonme work done.
JAKE
Ckay, 1'll take them outside after
l unch so you can have sone quiet.
M A
Actually, I was gonna walk to the
internet cafe. | could use the

exercise and fresh air.

JAKE
What ever you want .

The kids rush past themand into the kitchen.

EXT. QUI ET NEI GHBORHOOD - DAY
M a wal ks on the sidewal k, |laptop cradled to her chest.
A dog BARKS in the distance, getting increasingly |ouder.

She turns to see a JOGGER wth a huge white dog headi ng her
way. She steps aside to allow themto pass, but instead the
dog | eaps at her. Sonething about the dog is very famliar.

She pets the dog with her free hand as the jogger catches
up.

JOGCGER (O S.)
|'"'mso sorry. Are you okay?

MA
Dai sy, sit!

JOGGER (O S.)
Her nane is Tawny. And she never
sits. How did you do that?
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Ma finally | ooks up at the jogger. Sanme blond hair. Sane

bl ue eyes. But he's not Gabriel. Not even cl ose.
M A
| dunno. Luck, | guess.
JOGGER
You' re okay, right? She didn't
hurt you?

M a shakes her head.
JOGCGER

Ckay then. Have a good day.

C nmon, girl!
He tugs a few tinmes before the dog gets up and runs after
hi m
| NT. | NTERNET CAFE - DAY
Ma sits at a small table alone, sipping coffee and typing
on her laptop. Converses with the help of a wireless
headset .
ON COVPUTER SCREEN
Ma clicks on the send button, delivering an email .
BACK TO SCENE

MA

| just sent you the latest draft.

Let me know what you think of it.
ON COVPUTER SCREEN
She cl oses her email program as an instant nessage pops up.
Gabe_Real 74: Renenber ne?
BACK TO SCENE
She bolts upright, eyes alight with new found hope.

MA
Reena, |'Il call you back

She rips the headset off. Types a nessage of her own.

ON COVPUTER SCREEN
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Ma D 2008: O course. How are you?

Gabe_Real 74: Good, you?

M a_D 2008: Geat.

Gabe_Real 74: What have you been up to?

Ma D 2008: Witing.

Gabe_Real 74: Really? Anything |I've heard of ?

M a D 2008: Nothing you'd |Iike. Ronmance.

Gabe_Real 74: | have a good plot for you. Mabye it can be
your next novel. R U ready?

M a D 2008: Shoot.

BACK TO SCENE

Ma sits back and waits, but no other nessages are
del i vered.

GABRIEL (Q. S.)
A guy and a girl neet conpletely
by chance.

Pl easantly surprised, Ma quickly turns to find Gabri el
st andi ng behi nd her.

MA
| hate it already. Nothing
happens by chance. Tell ne it was
fate and you have a good start.

GABRI EL
A guy and a girl neet by fate.
They have brunch, but the girl
runs out on him They neet again,
conpletely by fate, but the guy
finds out the girl has kids and a
husband. Despite the predi canent,
they continue to see each other.
Until the guy finds out he has to
go to New York Gty for work. The
guy really wants the girl to go
with him but she can't separate
her kids fromtheir father and the
guy doesn't understand what an
asshol e he's being by meki ng her
choose between her own happi ness
and her childrens'. So he goes
wi thout her. In New York City,
the guy realizes that he's
m serabl e, so he conmes back

M A
Why didn't he call her?
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GABRI EL
He was afraid she was still with
her husband.

M A

How does it end?

GABRI EL
You're the witer. You tell me.

MA
| think the guy should ask her out
on a date. Maybe brunch

GABRI EL
He woul d | ove t hat. | would | ove
t hat .

The charade over, Ma junps into his arns. They Kkiss.

MA
Where should we go?
GABRI EL
| know this great place down the
street.
MA
The doggie friendly one. | |ove

t hat pl ace.

M a picks up her laptop. They head out the door, hand in

hand.

FADE QUT.



