Smle
By
Andr ew Li ght f oot



| NT. RUBY' S HOVE - COVPUTER ROOM - DAY
A small printer on a desk noisily comes to life.

A bl ank pi ece of paper carried by two small hands is ranmmed
into the top of the printer, the machine pulls themin
hungrily.

At the bottom the paper is gradually spat out at inch at a
time. Printed on it are the red tinted pictures of two
smling adults.

Alittle girl RUBY (5) excitedly waits by the printer, as
soon as the paper is done she snatches it up and runs off
out of sight.

I NT. RUBY' S HOVE - BABY' S ROOM - DAY

The entire roomis painted a baby blue col our, stuffed
animals and children’s toys cover the shelves in the room

A small baby's crib sits in the mddle of the roomwth a
| onely snow white teddy bear inside.

Ruby is seated on the floor next to a pile of cut up bits of
white paper. She carefully cuts out the |last of the two red
tinted pictures with a pair of pink scissors.

On the wall behind her is a |arge rai nbow made up of photos
of smling people. Each rowis tinted to represent a col our
of the rainbow.

A step | adder is pushed up to the wall.

The two pictures are placed in the red row and two small red
pi eces of tape stick themto the wall.

HAROLD (O S)
s it conpleted yet sweetheart?

Ruby steps back fromthe wall, sticking out |like a sore
thunb is one the enpty space for one nore red picture.

Her father HAROLD, a md 20’s, slightly chubby man, wal ks up
behi nd her.

RUBY
| need one nore.

HARCLD
Monmry and t he baby won't be hone
till tomorrow so you have all day

to get it.



RUBY
| don’t know who --

Loud and angry shouting is heard outside.

MR. MURPHY (O 9S)
How nmany tinmes do | have to tel
you!? Don't throw like a girl!

HARCLD
There goes the nei ghbour agai n.

RUBY
| can get m ster Murphy’ s picturel

HARCLD
No baby, |’'d rather you stay away
fromhim he’ s not a very pl easant
man.

Ruby glides to the wi ndow and spots MR MJRPHY, a bal ding
el derly man, nmaking his sl ow and steady way back to his
house with a packet of newspaper in his hand.

RUBY
He m ght be nice to ne.

HARCLD
He isn’t nice to anyone, watch.

He opens up the wi ndow and puts on a friendly face.

HARCLD
Good norning m ster Mirphy, how are
you today?

The greeting stops Murhpy in his tracks, he glares at
Har ol d.

MR  MJRPHY
Piss of f fruitcake!

Harol d shuts the wi ndow and | ooks to his daughter -- his
poi nt is proven.

RUBY
Who el se is there?

HAROLD
W will find soneone, don’t worry.



MR. MJURPHY (O S)
Bl ast !

Ruby | ooks back out the wi ndow, M. Mirphy’'s packet has torn
| eaving a ness of newspapers on his doorstep.

RUBY
| can make himsnle

She grabs a small canmera from a desktop before rushing out
of the room

EXT. MURHPY' S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

A flyer advertising the release of a new doll sits abandoned
on the sidewal k in front of Mirphy’s house.

On the flyer, above a blond princess in a puffy pink dress,
it reads: "The new Princess Avora doll, out today!"

Ruby beans as she picks it up off the ground. Mirphy angrily
calls out to her.

MR. MJRPHY
I s that yours?

RUBY
No, | picked it up for --

MR, MURPHY
Then give it back!

Wth a frown Ruby wal ks over and hands it over to Mirphy who
rudely tears it fromher grip.

RUBY
You coul d have said pl ease you
know.

MR, MJRPHY

| could have said a |ot of things.
He i nspects the flyer.
MR, MJURPHY

God, is this the type of crap they
cone out with these days?

RUBY
It’s not crap, it’s the new Avora
princess doll, daddy says I’'lIl have

enough to buy one next week. If |
( MORE)



RUBY (cont’ d)
do ny chores and be good for the
week |1l get five dollars.

MR,  MJRPHY
Don’t waste your noney.

He crunbles up the flyer and bends over with a grunt of
di sconfort to pick up the rest of the pages.

RUBY
| can hel p you m ster Mirphy.

MR, MJURPHY
You want to help ne? Go annoy
sonmeone el se.

RUBY
"1l pick those up for you if you
et nme take your picture.

MR, MJURPHY
How about this, if you pick these
up for ne then I will give you a
t hank you.
(of f of Ruby | ook)
Yeah didn't think so, a thank you
isn’t enough for people these days.

Ruby peers over Murphy’s back, his front door is open just
enough for her to see a vase containing wilted flowers, an
al nrost enpty perfune bottle, and a | arge oval shaped
portrait of a young woman.

RUBY
Who's the lady in the picture?

Mir phy strai ghtens up and | ooks at Ruby as if he’ s been
i nsul t ed.

MR, MURPHY
Do you see ne sticking ny nose in
your home?

RUBY
No, | was just asking.

MR MURPHY
Stop being so nosy you brat!

He hobbl es i nside and sl ans t he door shut.



I NT. RUBY'S HOVE - KITCHEN - DAY

Ruby sits at the table happily eating a sandwi ch with her
canera around her neck. Harold is busy cleaning the kitchen.

HAROLD
| told you, you d have a better
chance of flying like a bird than
meki ng that old man smle

RUBY
| won’t give up.

HARCLD
You know we can probably find
soneone el se?

RUBY
No, | want it to be m ster Mirphy’s
pi cture.

HAROLD
Alright then, 1’1 give you til
supperti ne.

RUBY

Deal !

Her eyes spot a vase of brightly colored flowers, her face
[ights up with excitenent.

She

One
she

She

RUBY
| know how to get himto smle

hops off her chair and rushes over to the cupboards.

HARCLD
Honey, your sandw ch.

RUBY
" mfull.

by one she throws open the doors to the cupboards until
opens up one containing a tall and sl ender popcorn cup.

snatches it up

HAROLD
What are you planning to do with
t hat ?
(Ruby runs off)
Honey! ?



EXT. RUBY' S HOMVE - BACKYARD - DAY

Ruby grabs onto a patch of chrysanthenmuns, tears them from
the dirt, and stuffs theminto the popcorn cup.

She strolls through the backyard searching for nore flowers,
She spots a tulip in a clay pot that reads: Ruby & Monmy.

Wth a bit of force she manages to pull the tulip free,
adding it to her collection.

Next she cones across a |arge batch of daffodils.

A heavy BUZZI NG sound stops her as hundreds of flying
i nsects dart around the flowers.

Carefully, she reaches out for one of the flowers but a
SMASH di verts her attention.

The sound cane from M. Mirphy’s honme, Ruby calls out.

RUBY
Are you okay m ster Mirphy?

No answer. Ruby drops her popcorn cup and hurries over to --
MURPHY’ S FRONT DOOR

She knocks on the door and waits for an answer, still
not hi ng.

She turns the doorknob and gives the door a light push, it
creaks open revealing the wilted flowers in a ness on the
gr ound.

Ruby enters the honme and heads towards the flowers until --

CRUNCH, her foot |ands on the shattered renmi ns of the
perfunme bottle. She steps off it, the |abel stuck to the
bott om of her shoe.

Carefully she steps around the broken glass to get to the
fl owers.

Her canera is placed on the floor out of the way as she
starts picking up the flowers.

M. Mirphy enters the roomwth a dust pan and broom He
sees Ruby

MR, MURPHY
What the hell are you doing in ny
house!



RUBY

| wanted to see if you were okay.
MR, MJURPHY

CGet out! Leave those al one and get

out!

Wth one hand he smacks the dead flowers out of Ruby’s hand
and the other grips her wist tightly.

The canera sits abandoned on the floor, in the background
Ruby us pulled towards the front door.

MR MJRPHY
No damm manners at all.

Ruby tries to resist.

RUBY
VWait, | need ny canera, stop.

MR MJURPHY
You Il get it back when | decide to
give it to you, no sooner.

RUBY
Please, I'msorry | pronmse | won't
bot her you again, | just want ny

canera back

MR, MJURPHY
Shoul d have thought of that before
you trespassed.

Ruby wal ks onto the front porch and turns around to face M.
Mur phy. Once again the old man sl ans the door cl osed.

Ruby stares at it, heartbroken.

I NT. RUBY' S HOMVE - BABY' S ROOM - LATER

A teary eyed but yet hopeful Ruby stands at the w ndow

wat chi ng i n suspense as Harold and M. Mirphy carry out an
agi tated conversati on.

The wi ndow danpens nost of the noise the pair nake.

The two nen get closer and point angrily towards the others
home as they snarl at one another.

Harol d gives in, he | eaves M. Mirphy’ s property frustrated
and filled with rage.



Ruby rushes out of the roominto --
THE KI TCHEN

She stops feet away fromthe front door and watches it
intently.

The knob CLI CKS and the door sw ngs open revealing an
angry Harold, he sees Ruby.

A small smle of anticipation |ies on her face, with a Sl GH
Harol d expels all his built up rage, he shrugs to his
daughter -- he tried his best.

Ruby’s smi |l e vani shes instantly.

HARCLD
Let’s go for a drive.

I NT. MALL - DAY

Har ol d and Ruby wal k hand in hand through the crowd in the
busy mal | .

They round a corner and in the distance up ahead Ruby spots
two signs advertising the Avora doll outside a store’s
doorway. She stops in her tracks surprised.
She gazes up to Harold who is now grinning fromear to ear.
HAROLD
| figured you worked hard enough
al ready.
A big smles forns on her face.
HAROLD
Come on we better get there before
they are all gone.

Si mul t aneously they both rush to the entrance of the store.

I NT. TOY STORE - CONTI NUOUS

The interior of the store is stuffed with all sorts of toys
for Kkids.

Many bubbles of all sizes float around the store, a machine
hi gh up on a shelf spits out one bubble after another.

Over to one side of the store are two neatly piled stacks of
t he Avora dol |



A long line of adults and inpatient little girls are |lined
right up to a small table right in front of the two
nount ai ns of dolls.

Ruby excitedly | eads her father to the back of the |ine.

Suddenly the girls at the front of the line start SCREAM NG
as the CLERK wal k into view from around a shel f.

Ruby tries to see what’s happening but can’t see past the
people in front of her.

RUBY
Daddy, what’s goi ng on?

HARCLD
Not hing really, they just --

The screans reach a whol e new octave as a beauti ful and
doll ed up bl ond wonman, dressed in a puffy pink dress, wal ks
out from behi nd sone shel ves.

Harol d qui ckly kneel s down.

HARCLD
dinb up.

Ruby clinbs into his shoulders and his lifted up over the
heads of the adults.

She sees Princess Avora giving a courtesy bow Ruby’'s face
lights up.

The clerk waves over the first girl in |line who rushes up
and gives Princess Avora a big hug.

Ruby’s smle gets bigger and bigger as the |lineup gets
short.

HAROLD
What’s this on your shoe?

Harol d peels off the perfune |abel from Ruby’s shoe and
inspects it. On the rosy pink colored | abel it reads:
"Loul ou” written in fancy red lettering.

Ruby i nspects the | abel herself.

HARCLD
Smells |ike perfune.

Real i zati on dawns on her face.



10.

RUBY
Daddy let’s go find this!

HAROLD
Perfunme? Way do you need perfune
for?

RUBY
It’s not for nme. It’s for mster
Mur phy.

HAROLD

For him? | don’t want you wasti ng
your hard earned noney on someone
who can’'t appreciate a single thing
inlife.

RUBY
It’s not going to be wasted, |
think he will like it.

HAROLD
You want this doll nore than
anyt hing and you get to neet
Princess Avora! Look at the happy
girls up there, do you really want
to give up this for soneone who
doesn’t deserve your tine?

Ruby ponders and watches as a little girl happily junps up
and down with the Avora doll package in her hand, she rushes
over to her grandparents to show t hem

The girl only gives them a nonents gl ance before excitedly
runni ng off.

Ruby’ s gaze stays on the grandparents, they smle as they
followthe little girl out of the store, hand i n hand.

RUBY
Yes.

EXT. MJURHPY' S HOUSE - EVEN NG

Murphy is seated in a worn out |awn chair on his front porch
with his face shoved in a newspaper.

He hears a vehicl e approaching and | owers the paper just
enough so that he can see the vehicle drive by and park out
front of Ruby’s hone.

Ruby pops out of the back seat and i nmedi ately | ooks over to
Murphy with a smle. He grunbles.



11.

Ruby heads over to himw th somet hing behi nd her back.

MR, MJRPHY
You piss off now, or you'll get the
sane crap | gave you father
Cursing and all

Unfazed by the threat Ruby continues on her way over.

Mur phy snaps his newspaper closed and rises angrily fromthe
chair.

MR, MJURHPY
I f you bother ne you won’t get that
canera of yours back in one piece!

He enters his home, slanm ng the door closed behind him

Ruby’s feet step onto his porch, carefully she places a
brand new bottle of Loul ou by the door.

| NT. MURPHY' S HOVE - CONTI NUOUS
Mur phy is hobbl es down the hallway when until --

There’s a knock on the door, his face contorts with rage as
he storns towards the front door and flings it open.

No one is outside, he | ooks over to Ruby’ s house just in
tinme to see the front door close.

MR MURHPY
You little brat! Good |uck getting
your canera back now | told you
not to --

He takes a step out and hits the perfune bottle.

The | abel hidden, Mirphy kneels down and scoops up the
bottl e.

MR. MJRHPY
You think that |’m sone sort of
fruitcake |ike your father!? Finel

He yanks the cap off the bottle and spurts hinself.

MR MURHPY
| guess now I’'|I|l conme over for a
cup of tea and we can all hold hand
after since we all snell so pretty!



12.

He takes a big dramatic waft of hinself breathing deeply
t hrough his nose and freezes nmonentarily, stilled by
nost al gi a.

He snells again and again, with every whiff of the perfune a
small smile continues to grow. Hi s eyes begin to water, his
mnd travels to the past.

| NT. RUBY' S HOME - BABY' S ROOM

Ruby is glued to the windowwith a large smle on her face.
Mur phy goes back into his hone.

| NT. RUBY' S HOMVE - FRONT DOCR - LATER

A knock on the door, a brief nonent passes before footsteps
appr oach.

Har ol d opens up the door revealing Murphy just nmaking it to
the road. He hustles back over to his house.

Ruby sees her camera, runs out and picks it up. A small not
on it says "Turn it on"

She clicks the on button and the screen lights up to a
picture of a smling Mirphy.

Harol d sees the screen.

HARCLD
Vell 1711 be.
(to nurphy)
Thanks m ster Murphy.

MR. MURHPHY (Q. S)
Pi ss off fruitcake!

THE END



