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FADE | N:

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

MARY (75) sits in the hospital bed, her pink bed coat
buttoned to the top and not a hair out of place.

A photo of Mary and two ot her wonen - smiles and hugs -
rests on the bedside table.

ALI CE (25) fusses over a vase of flowers.
ALl CE

Anyway, he’'s really nice, G ans.
You woul d | ove him

MARY
And your sister? How is she after
t he nove?

ALl CE

Ch, she’s...fine. She’s...comng to
visit, actually.

MARY
So soon? Is everything alright?

Alice | ooks back at Mary, hesitates. She smles.

ALl CE
O course. Everything s great.

Mary eyes her.

MARY
Hel en hasn’'t cone to see ne.

Alice picks up her coat and bag, readies to | eave as:
ALl CE
She...well...you know Mom - she’s
just so busy all the tine. She’l
come as soon as she can. Anyway, |
have to run. | |ove you
She pecks a kiss to Mary’s forehead and turns to | eave.

MARY
Alice?

Alice | ooks back with sad, wary eyes.

Mary hesitates.



MARY
Can you get the nurse? | need the
bed pan.

Alice sighs relief and smles.
ALI CE
Bye, G ans.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Mary sl eeps perched atop the bedpan, the only |ight com ng
fromthe open doorway.

She opens her eyes and gl ances around the quiet room

She shifts, wi nces. Mary | ooks down at herself and her nouth
gapes, her eyes w den.

MARY
Nur se?

Mary presses the call button.

MARY
Nurse! |’ m done!

Si | ence.
Mary’ s chin quivers and she cries.

A COUPLE wal ks past the door in the hallway and their nouths
drop at the sight of her exposed bottom on the bedpan.

Mary turns away, hum i ated.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

A DOCTOR (50s) inspects Mary's bottomw th gl oved hands and
a di sgusted | ook.

A NURSE (30s) holds a plastic bag open and he drops the
gl oves in.

DOCTOR
She won’t be able to use the toilet
or the bedpan. Get a catheter in
and cl ean her up.



NURSE
Ri ght away.

BARBARA (50s) - one of the other wonen fromthe photo -
steps forward fromthe corner

BARBARA
| s she okay?

The doctor | ooks up, seens to notice her for the first tinme.

DOCTOR
Your nother has a severe bed sore.
We'll need to run a course of

antibiotics to stop the infection.

BARBARA
WIl that work?

DOCTOR
O course.
(to the Nurse)
Doctor Stone is on duty now Cal
himif you need anyt hing.

BARBARA
But -

DOCTOR
(to Barbara)
She’ || be fine. Good night.

He | eaves as the nurse handles a catheter kit.

She jerks Mary’'s armover and pushes a button on the bedrai
- turns the TV on to a soap opera.

NURSE
(munbl i ng)
Damm, | m ssed the best part.

Bar bara funmes beside the bed across fromthe nurse as she
hurries to insert the catheter.

Mary' s eyes are on the ceiling. She bites her bottom!lip and
Wi nces.

NURSE
Now t hat’s enough, Mary. It’s done.
All | gotta do is drain your
bl adder and then 1’1l hook you up

to a bag.
Fluid STREAMS into a bed pan as:



NURSE
(to Barbara)
My son’s graduation is tonight.
Val edictorian. He's got a
schol ar shi p, you know?

Bar bara gl ares and the nurse smrks.

NURSE
W' re very proud.

The fluid TRI CKLES and stops. The nurse makes a few
adj ust nent s and nods.

NURSE
(to Mary)
See? Al done.
Her gl oves SLAP as she pulls themoff and she | eaves.

BARBARA
Monma? Are you okay?

Mary turns away, touches the photo beside her.

MARY
Wiere' s Hel en?
BARBARA
She’s...she’s working. You know how

she is.
Mary nods, clanps her eyes shut.
Bar bara sighs and gets up to | eave.

BARBARA
Love you, Mnma.

She cl oses the door behind her.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY
Alice sits in the corner chair with a magazi ne:
ALl CE
Aunt Barb said she'll be here
toni ght. She said -

She | ooks up and sees Mary’s cl osed eyes.



ALl CE
(whi spers)
G ans?
Not hi ng.
Alice gathers her things, tip-toes out the room

Atear falls dowm Mary’s face.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Mary sl eeps and sonmeone cries CS.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY
Mary stares ahead with a vacant expression.
The nurse, Alice and Barbara stand around her.
NURSE
Mary? Your famly - they have
sonmething to tell you
She | ooks to Alice and Barbara.

NURSE
| shouldn't be here.

She | eaves. Alice and Barbara share an anxi ous gl ance.
Barbara turns to the wi ndow and Alice steels herself.

ALI CE
Hey, Grans. How are you?

Mary turns her hard eyes to Alice.
Ali ce makes to speak, but stops.

ALl CE
You know we all |ove you. Right?

Si | ence.

ALl CE
See, the thing is..

Alice watches Mary. She sobs.



ALl CE
(to Barbara)
" msorry. | can’t -

Bar bara turns and wat ches as she rushes fromthe room

Bar bara noves to the bed, sits on the edge and takes her
not her’ s hand.

BARBARA
You have to understand. We didn't
want to worry you. W need you to
get better and worrying woul dn’t
hel p.

Mary pets the back of Barbara s hand and sm | es.
BARBARA
Momma, Helen died. We buried her
t oday.

Mary’'s hand stops, drops to the bed. Her head lolls back and
she stares off.

BARBARA
Momma? WIIl you | ook at ne?

Bar bara sobs into the bed.

BARBARA
W tried everything we could. I'm
sorry. I’mso sorry, Moma.
She cries.
MARY
(whi spers)
Hel en.
LATER

Bar bara sl eeps agai nst the edge of the bed as Mary pets her
hai r.

The nurse knocks and steps in, sees Barbara asl eep.

MARY
Isn’t she beautiful ?

The nurse nods, purses her lips.



MARY
We’'re having a birthday party for
her next week. You shoul d cone.

NURSE
How ol d will Barbara be?

MARY
Bar bara? No, no. This is ny Hel en.
She’ || be six tonorrow.
Mary | ooks down at Barbara with a faint smle.
She turns back to the nurse.

MARY
Oh, hello. Can | hel p you?

FADE QUT.



