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ACT ONE
FADE | N
I NT. NINO S BEDROOM - NI GHT
SECURI TY CAM SHOT:
TI MESTAMP is at 11: 30PM

W see NINO RUSSO (early 20s) in his bedroom staying up
all night, tossing and turning in his bed. W tinme-junp
t hrough the night. He | eaves continuously and cones back
into his roomw th food; he plays around on his conputer;
he scrolls through his phone; stares at walls; fails at
lifting weights; a weird little dance etc.

TI MESTAMP reaches 6:30AM and NINO is still nessing around.
NI NO TALKI NG HEAD

NINO is wapped up in a blanket |ooking tired. Behind him
on his bed are his night's | eftovers; washing strewn
about, his laptop and dirty dishes.

NI NO
| did not get any sleeping again
last night. Er. My nouth tastes

so bad. Like what | imagine
maki ng out with ten internet
trolls would taste like. | just

have this inpression that they
woul d all have really bad ora
hygi ene.

EXT./EST. NINO S HOUSE - SUNRI SE

We see a shot of the sunrise on NINO S house and we ANGLE
ON the front wi ndow with N NO peeking through the blinds
and in seeing the canera and the sun, he shuts the blinds
tightly.

I NT. NINO S BEDROOM - HOURS LATER - DAY

NINO is sleeping in bed and it seens he in finally dozing
off wwth the sun beating through the cracks in the blinds
when suddenly his nobile rings. He sees that it’s DARI A
and reluctantly answers.

NI NO
(into phone)
Hey Dari a.



I NT. DARIA'S OFFI CE BREAK ROOM - DAY

DARI A DRI VAS (early 20s, professionally presented yet kind
of edgy and alternative) is sitting at a small table, with
a hal f-eaten salad sandwi ch in an open tupperware
cont ai ner.

DARI A
(into phone)
Ch nmy god NINO, you didn’t go.

| NTERCUT W TH NI NO S BEDROOM

NI NO
(i nto phone)
Wnman, what ?

DARI A
(into phone)
Don’t *woman-what’ ne. You sl ept
t hrough your interview at | KEA
today, didn’'t you?

NI NO
(realising the tine)
(i nto phone)
| KEA. Crap. | nean, no. I’mthere
right now, about to go in. These
arrows nake no sense. It’'s all a
maze | tell ya!

DARI A
(i nto phone)
You're going to be a job seeker
forever.

NI NO
(into phone)
At least |I’mnot an asylum seeker
com ng and stealing all of our
Aussi e | obs.

DARI A
(into phone)
Oh, don’t even try to Tony-Abbott
me. Even Fatima has a job now,
bef ore you.

NI NO
(i nto phone)
See, she came here on a boat and
stole a job away from ne.

DARI A
(i nto phone)
She was born in Ml bourne, just
i ke you.



NI NO
(i nto phone)
What, are you sure? But her nane.

You woul dn’t think. | nean,
surely I’'mnot the only one who
assuned.

DARI A

(into phone)
Pl ease, N no. Just please stop
t al ki ng.

NI NO

(into phone)
Well, Daria, this has been a
truly productive phone call.
Thanks for the pep tal k coach but
|’ ve just renenbered that |’ ve
got to go pick up Kenny. Bye
"bae’ !

DARI A
(into phone)
Don't, ever, call me ’bae’,
again. Don’'t even call ne ever
agai n.

NI NO
(really quickly)
(into phone)
You called nme, bye ’'bae’!

DARI A
(i nto phone)
I’1l see you at Kenny’s
housewar m ng toni ght, yea?

NI NO
(into phone)
BYE!

NI NO hangs up.
| NT. DARI A'S OFFI CE BREAK ROOM - DAY

DARI A groans as she is hung up on. FATIMA KHALIL (20s)
wal ks into the break roomw th two uneasy | ooki ng workers
fromthe office, PETE and TOM

FATI VA

(Boastful and trying to

sound hi p)
Hey, Daria. These are ny new
office friends. W’ re probably
going to go to the Iighthouse
after work or, you know,
sonet hi ng cool



DARI A
What |i ght house?

FATI MA is searching her head for nore made up
cool -soundi ng | ocations. A beat.

FATI MA
Lover’s Hill.

DARI A gi ves a what - are-you-tal ki ng-about ki nd of | ook.

FATI MA ( CONT’ D)
ad, fat Jerry' s pier?

DARI A just isn’t in the nood for FATIMA'S usual nonsense.
PETE cuts in, trying to break the awkwardness.

PETE
Uh, hi. I"'mPete and this is Tom
W' re fromthe sal es departnent.
So, it’s your first day too?

DARI A
OCh, cone on Pete. You know who |
am |’'ve been here six nonthsl!

PETE can’t renenber her.

DARI A ( CONT’ D)
We car pool ed when it was
Mary-from accounting’s thirtieth.

PETE
Oh, so you know
Mar y- Money- Manager ?

DARI A
W literally once sat next to
each other for three nonths. You
used to fart a lot. You pretended
you were stretching but we all
knew what you were doing.

TOM starts laughing a little.

FATI MA
(gesturing at TOMwi th her
head and whi spering | oudly)
He’ s the nice one.

We ANGLE ON PETE as he | ooks of fended and enbarrassed by
FATI MA and DARIA. W return to seeing DARI A and pul |l back
to reveal FATIMA is sitting at the table now and is eating
DARI A’ S hal f-eaten sandwi ch. She spits it back out into

t he cont ai ner.



FATI MA ( CONT’ D)
(extremely disgusted)
Way are you eating poison for
[ unch?!

OFF ON DARI A
DARI A TALKI NG HEAD

DARI A
| ve been working here at Energy
Mel bourne for six nonths now as a
juni or sal eswoman. |’ ve
consistently ranked | owest in
sal es per week here and the only
reason |'’mnot fired yet is
because | have a secret weapon to
get my way but it’'s losing its
power .

The canera drops to ANGLE toward DARI A" S chest.
DARI A ( CONT’ D)

Not those! I'"mjust really good
at changi ng the subject! Anyway,
| still don’t have a single

office friend on Facebook. Well,
except for Fatinma but we were
friends already. | got her this
j ob and she started today and
|”ve gotta give her credit for
how hard she’s trying to nmake
some new friends today.

I NT. DARI A'S OFFI CE SPACE - LATER - DAY

FATIMA is sitting at a desk while across from TOM FATI MA
| ooks restless while TOM i s head-down- at - conput er wor ki ng.

FATI MA
(loudly and abruptly)
You' re a stupid turd-bag!

TOM
(startl ed)
VWhat ?! Excuse ne?!

FATI VA
Just trying to make sone
conversati on.



| NT. DARI A'S OFFI CE SPACE - DAY
FATI MA goes over to PETE S desk and sits on it.

FATI VA
H Pete, so do you like cats?

PETE
| suppose that | do.

FATI MA
Yea | had a dog called Rex. He
died. It’s a shane that dog years
are so short. What was your nane
in dog years?

PETE
My what ?

FATI MA
Ch wow, oh wow. That’s |ike the
dunbest thing |’ ve ever said.

PETE
No, it’s really not.

FATI MA deat h-gl ares PETE and | eans into his face as he
tries to | ean away. PETE has no choice but to eventually
just stand up and | eave, | ooking back over his shoul der at
FATI MA who is glaring himout of the room

I NT. DARIA*S OFFI CE SPACE - DAY

A RANDOM WORKER is in his conputer chair and DARIA is
| eani ng over his shoul der showi ng RANDOM WORKER how to do
sonet hing on a spreadsheet.

DARI A
(pointing at conputer
screen)
Yea, just click on this box and
then type the order code here.

FATI MA cones over.

FATI MA
Daria, this office is full of
boring | osers. Watching paint dry
is like snoking nmeth conpared to
socialising with these fools.

DARI A
(to FATI MA)
Go back to your desk before you
get us both fired.
(t o RANDOM WORKER)
Sorry, yep. Check each of those
boxes.



FATI VA
And | saw a spider! Wio do I tel
to have it immedi ately renoved?
Don’t say Pete. If it's Pete,

w Il start cracking skulls.
Believe ne, | will crack skulls!
DARI A

The office doesn’t have a
desi gnat ed spi der renover-er

FATI MA pouts and then sighs from boredom She then taps
DARI A on the shoulder to silently get her attention. In an
attenpt to nake DARI A | augh, FATIMA starts nmaking

i nappropriate actions toward RANDOM WORKER behi nd hi s

head. DARIA tries to brush her off w thout alerting RANDOMV
WORKER. FATI MA begi ns 'twerking’ at his head.

DARI A (CONT’ D)
Uh, sorry. The order codes cone
fromover here.

VWhile FATIMA is "twerking , RANDOM WORKER cl i cks somet hi ng
wong and the screen goes bl ank, which reveals FATIMA in
the nonitor’s reflection. It takes FATIMA a nonment to
real i se RANDOM WORKER has turned around and caught her.
FATI MA | ooks enbarrassed before pointing to the ceiling
and scream ng!

FATI VA
It’s the spider! Kill it with
Pet e!

As FATIMA runs off we ANGLE ON a spider in the corner of
the ceiling. We get a CLOSE UP with subtitles appearing.

SPI DER
(subtitles only)
Bonj our. This corner has been in
my famly for generation upon
gener ati on.

We go back and ANGLE ON DARI A who is staring at the spider
with a deep thinking face.

DARI A TALKI NG HEAD
DARI A appears a little anxious and stressed.

DARI A
| don’t know. I think it just
made ne think about how I'mlike
the spider. Like |I’man outsider;
just an observer. |’ mjust
passively sitting in ny web,
waiting for that fly to cone
al ong. Waiting for

( MORE)



DARI A (CONT’ D)
somet hi ng; Sonet hing exciting to
cone along. | think I want to
| eave ny web. | don’t know.

EXT. FRONT OF NINO S HOUSE - DAY

We see NINO run formhis front door, checking the tine,
still holding his shoes as he wal ks briskly down the
street. He gets in his nmessy, filled-with-crap car. Once
he’s in the driver’'s seat, he stares out the w ndshield
for a nmonent before closing his eyes and napping on the
steering wheel.

EXT./EST. KENNY' S PARENT' S HOUSE - DAY
A rather |arge and suburban hone.
| NT. KENNY’ S PARENT' S HOUSE - KENNY’ S BEDROOM - DAY

The roomis untidy, with nusic posters peeling off the
wal | . There's an ancient conputer sitting in one corner,
with assorted guitars and | eads runni ng everywhere. KENNY
FLETCHER (ungr oonmed, but handsone 20s), pulls open his
bedroom blinds. He is | ooking for NINO who he’s waiting
for. He turns to the canmera | ooking frustrated.

KENNY TALKI NG HEAD

He’'s sitting down with a guitar, tuning its strings.

KENNY
Yes, |I'"malso currently
unenpl oyed. Inheritance is a
wonderful thing. | nean, |’ m not

one of those obnoxious trust fund
kids that do nothing, | just
don't really like working. Vell,
" msort of working. |’ mworking
on an E.P. with ny band. This is
my band’ s shirt. Wait, no it’s
not. | hate this shirt.

A beat. KENNY sighs.

KENNY ( CONT’ D)
Nino’s | ate. Again.

I NT. KENNY' S PARENT’ S HOUSE - KENNY' S BEDROOM - DAY

KENNY is nmessing around with sone chords on his guitar
when he hears a horn beeping outside. He slings the guitar
over his shoul der and grabs an oversized duffel bad and

t hen heads to his door.



EXT. QUTSI DE KENNY’ S PARENT' S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER - DAY

Awkwardly carrying his duffel bag and guitar, KENNY wal ks
down to NINO S car. He goes to the boot but when he opens
it he sees it’s full of NINO S crap. Sighing, KENNY
squashes into the passenger seat with the bag and guitar
and tries to settle in. Meanwhile, NINO is busy texting
and is seemngly oblivious to KENNY arriving. After a
nmonment of not talking...

NI NO
Right, let’s get this party
started!

KENNY

Do you know where the house is?

NI NO
(1 oud and confi dent)
| know everyt hi ng!
(well, actually)
But, maybe tell nme where we're

goi ng.
NINO turns the nusic up loud and they drive away.
| NT. DARIA'S OFFI CE SPACE - DAY
FATIMA is at her desk and is throwi ng banana lollies at

PETE while pretending it’s not her doing it. PETE is
trying hard to ignore her but speaks up after a few hits.

PETE
Pl ease, | know that it’s
obvi ously you who’s throw ng
t hem

FATI VA

You know not hing; you're just an
ape! Eat your bananas, you ape!

DARIA calls froma desk a little away fromthe ot her two.

DARI A
Fatima! Hey, can | talk to you
for a second?

FATI MA goes over to DARIA' S desk, taking her lollies in
her pocket. She sits at the edge of DARI A’ S desk.

DARI A
Are you throwi ng things at hinf

FATI VA
No, I"'mthrowing things at it.
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DARI A
| thought you and Pete were
friends now.

FATI VA
What ? No! He thinks |’ m stupid
when he’s the stupid one. And an
ape. And stupid. |I’mgonna go eat
nmy bananas, even though |’'m
al ready fat and stupid.

DARI A
Fatima, you re not fat and
besi des, bananas are good for
you.

FATI VA
They are?

DARI A
Yea, they're like full of
pot assi um and stuff. They’re not
going to nake you fat.

FATI MA grabs a handful of banana lollies from her pocket
and starts eating them

FATI VA
Oh wow, all right! You want one?

DARI A
Ch, is that what you neant by
bananas? Yea, those are
unheal t hy.

FATI VA
What el se would | nean by
bananas?

DARI A
You know; the yell ow,
crescent-shaped fruit.

FATI MA
You nean those | ong | enons that
taste |i ke sadness?

After a beat.

DARI A
Pete called you stupid, did he?

FATI MA gets offended and stands up and wal ks away.

DARI A ( CONT’ D)
Fatima, |1’ mjust joking.
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FATIMA (O S.)
(yell's at DARI A)

Ape!

W see sone banana lollies thrown at DARI A from
of f -screen.

FATI MA TALKI NG HEAD
FATIMA is riled up.

FATI VA
My goal today was to nmake at
| east three new friends here but
instead |’ ve nade none and | ost
one. It’s their loss, really.
Where's Pete? | need to crack a
skul |

I NT. DARI A'S OFFI CE SPACE - DAY

DARI A | ooks over to FATIMA' S desk and catches FATI VA
staring at her. FATIMA noves her |aptop conmputer screen in
front of her face to block DARIA'S view of her. DARI A
sighs to the canera when her nobile phone rings. She | ooks
confused at the nane that’s calling her.

DARI A
(to herself and deli ghted)
Wiy is she calling nme?

DARI A | eaves the roomto take the call. FATIMA spots her
| eaving and then heads to DARIA'S desk and sits at DARIA'S
| apt op.

FATI VA
(to hersel f)
Only a stupid person would | eave
t heir Facebook account |ogged in
and unattended.

FATI MA starts typing a status update for DARI A

FATI MA ( CONT’ D)
(speaki ng what she types)
| am gay.

FATI MA changes her m nd and backspaces.

FATI MA ( CONT’ D)
(speaki ng what she types)
No. | amreally gay. Perfect!

As soon as FATI MA posts the status update, the spider
crawl s down DARIA' S | aptop screen. FATI MA squeal s and
wi t hout a thought, slanms the | aptop shut, squashing the
spi der. FATI MA peeks under the |lip and scrunches up her
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face at what she sees and closes the |id again. FATIMA
noti ces DARI A cone back into the room and quickly wal ks
away. DARIA is just getting off the phone and is smling
as she wal ks back toward her desk.

DARI A TALKI NG HEAD
DARI A i s super excited.

DARI A
| just received a phone call from
Jessica, areally old, awesone
friend of mne whomI| mss so
much! We’ ve been out of touch
t hese past couple of nonths but
she’s com ng down from Sydney to
visit! I’mbringing her to
Kenny’ s housewar m ng toni ght so
t he whol e gang can see her again.
Jessica is just awesone. Awesone!

FADE QOUT.
END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO
FADE | N:
EXT. SUBURBAN STREETS/INT. NINO S CAR (MOVING - DAY

NI NO and KENNY are driving along with pop nusic playing
| oud. KENNY is still holding his bag, |ooking
unconfortable. Eventually NINO turns the nmusic off to
say. ..

NI NO
| hate your shirt.

KENNY
Yea, ne too.

KENNY pulls the bag in closer to hide his shirt. There are
a few beats of silence when NINO gets a text nessage. He
checks hi s phone.

KENNY
You' re gonna kill us both. Gve
me your phone.

NI NO
It’s okay; I'"mfine. Cruise

control is on. Probably.

KENNY grabs the phone from NI NO and checks the nessage.



KENNY
It's from Dari a.

NI NO
(calling out, announcing)
Di arr hoea!

KENNY
Mot her of Jon Snow! She says that
Jessica i s gonna cone toni ght!
Jessica is down from Sydney!

NI NO
Ch, great. Now you're going to
turn into an idiot and act all
creepy tonight.

KENNY
| don’t act creepy.

NI NO
You do act creepy. Your
unr eci procated | ove act around
her is becom ng so boring; so
| ast season. You have to get over
her. She’s with that tall,
hi pster guy.

KENNY
|"mnot in-love with her and you
don’t know, she m ght have had a
thing for ne once.

NI NO
Nope.

KENNY
Anyway, Daria didn't nention
anyt hi ng about Greg com ng
t oni ght.

NI NO
Greg. H s dance noves were
John-Travol ta good, but his hair
was John-Travol t a- now bad. And
t hose eyebrows, phwhoa! They were
on anot her level! Aw, we have
fun.

KENNY
Maybe t hey broke up. She al ways
brings G eg when she visits.

NI NO
He' s probably too busy with his
super successful hipster cafe or
whatever it is that he did.

13.
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KENNY
Maybe. Or maybe he caught a brain
tumour and di ed.

NI NO
That’ s crazy dark, man. And you
don’t catch a brain tunmour. A
brai n tumour occurs when abnor nal
cells formw thin the brain.

KENNY
Been on a Wki pedi a bi nge agai n?

NI NO
No, it’s just that | actually
have a brain tunour.

KENNY is in disbelief, curiosity and shock.

NI NO ( CONT’ D)
No, no. That’s a bad j oke.
Al t hough, it does hurt sonetines
in the sane spot about here.

NI NO points to a spot on his head that he can't quite
| ocate. KENNY notices the street com ng up.

KENNY
Yea, High Street. You turn herel

NI NO turns the corner a bit too fast and a bit too | ate.
| NT. DARI A'S OFFI CE SPACE - DAY

Trying to ease the tension and hoping that FATIMA is over
the drama, DARI A goes and sits at FATIMA'S desk to talKk.

DARI A
Hey Fatinma. So, guess what!

DARI A pretends to not notice that FATIMA is ignoring her.

DARI A ( CONT’ D)
Jessica is comng down from
Sydney! She’s gonna stay with ne
for the week. She said she’'s
really excited to see you again.

FATI VA
| have a lot of work to do,
Dari a.

DARI A

You realise your conmputer isn't
even on?
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FATI VA
(suddenly | oud and angry)
Wl |, nobody explained to me how
to turn it on! I"’msorry |I’mjust

not as smart as everyone el se.
| " mnot Al bert Edi son!

DARI A
Calmdown a little, Fatim. |
know t hat you’' re not stupid.

The BOSS (ol der, |ess-than-nore appealing man) cones into
the main office area fromhis own office and he' s | ooking
angry with FATI MA and DARI A

BOSS
Wiy are people yelling? I'm
trying to Skype ny pen pal! W're
getting to second base today; she
finally agreed to let ne un-nute

my mic.

FATI MA
|’msorry ny stupid voice
interrupted you but Daria won’t
| eave ny desk.

BCSS
Who are you and why won’t Daria
| eave? Who is Daria? |- | don't

care, just |eave.

FATI VA
Yea, Daria. Leave ne al one.

BOSS
| meant you, you idiot. Leave ny
of fice now. You' re fired!

DARI A
Hey! You can’'t talk to her Iike
that. You re the idiot!

BOSS
No, you know who is the idiot?
You're the idiot for thinking
that you can speak to ne |like
that. You' re both fired! Get out!
Oh, she’s probably already called
her ot her pen pal Dylan now. GCod,
| hate Dyl an.

The BOSS nmunbl es angry things under his breath as he pulls
headphones over his ears and slans the door going back
into his office. DARIA is in disbelief as FATI MA grabs her
j acket and storns out of the office but on her way out...
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PETE
(smugly)
Bye Fati nma.
FATI VA
shut - up, Ape!

FATI MA throws some |olly bananas in her nouth, chews them
a bit and then spits themhatefully at PETE! FATIMA exits
t he room

EXT. KENNY' S HOUSE - DAY

NI NO and KENNY park out the front of KENNY' S new house and
get out of the car with KENNY still lugging his oversized
duffel bag and guitar. They take in the new house fromthe
road (a rather |arge townhouse).

NI NO
And now it’s all yours. It just
t ook one rich, dead grandfather.

KENNY
Wiom 1’11 mss dearly.
NI NO
(conpassi onat el y)
Yea buddy.
(qui ckly uncari ng)
VWll, the time to grieve has
passed! Let’'s see if this baby
has a pool!

NI NO excitedly | eads the way to the front door.
| NT. KENNY' S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER - DAY

NI NO and KENNY cone through the front door and down the
hal lway into the nearly enpty house. There are a few odd
bits of furniture inside and sone boxes.

NI NO
So your grandfather never |ived
in this house?

KENNY
Mum says he bought it for one of
his m stresses but she soon
dunped him and | eft when she
f ound out about his other
m stress.

NI NO
| see why you |iked himso nuch
Not hi ng nore inspirational than
infidelity.
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KENNY
| think ny num brought over al
t hese boxes to help nme setup.

KENNY begi ns reading the | abels on the boxes.

KENNY ( CONT’ D)

Ki tchen, towels, study.
(pronouncing it like ’boo’
wth a 'k at the end.)

And ' boo-ks'. Wat are ’'boo-ks’'?

| should read nore.

OFF NINO i n disbelief.
| NT. KENNY’ S HOUSE - MASTER BEDROOM - DAY
There’s nothing but a king-sized bed in the roomw th no

sheets. KENNY is pulling the contents out of his duffel
bag when NINO cones in holding a small plastic tub.

NI NO
Well, there’s no pool so this
pl ace sucks and | found this in
the pantry.

NI NO sniffs the contents of the tub and it’s vile.

NI NO ( CONT’ D)
Hm Taste it for nme. Does this
taste |ike poison to you?

KENNY
No, thanks.

NI NO puts down the tub and opens the closet. He cones out
wth a small safe and puts it on the bed in front of
KENNY.

NI NO
VWhat's in the safe?

KENNY
| have no idea. My grandfather
must’ve left it here. It’s
probably finger puppets.

KENNY TALKI NG HEAD

We can see NINO in the background attenpting to open the
safe by firstly using m nd powers and then when that fails
he tries to shake it open.

KENNY
My grandfather used to keep a | ot
of cash in safes. He didn't trust
banks. Al so, as his mnd got

( MORE)
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KENNY ( CONT’ D)
ol der, he began to collect finger
puppets and I'd find those in al
his suitcases. He spent a | ot of
nmoney on them insisting they
were his late friends
rei ncarnated by a puppet naster
so there’s a chance this safe is
just full of finger puppets.

| NT. KENNY’ S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - DAY

The safe is sitting on the living roomfloor with N NO and
KENNY sitting on a |lonely couch | ooking at it.

KENNY
It m ght not even be ny
grandfat her’s; he m ght not have
ever cone into this house.

NI NO
Not knowing is killing ny soul!
We have to open it!

KENNY
1’11 see if ny nmum knows about
it.

NI NO
Yes, good. You call her. 1'Il go
get the car ready in case she
doesn’t know. W’'re breaking this
baby open. Do you reckon there’s
sonme rope in one of these boxes?

EXT. DARIA'S OFFI CE - CARPARK - DAY

DARIA is carrying a box full of her office bel ongi ngs out
to her car. She places the box in the boot.

DARI A TALKI NG HEAD
DARIA is trying to call FATI VA

DARI A
She still won’t answer ny calls.
| was her ride here so | have no
i dea where she’s gone. Fati na:
she’s known to be a little
dramati ¢ someti nes.

B- ROLL footage of FATIMA standing on a roof going to junp
off, with DARIA, NI NO and KENNY yelling at her not to. It
cuts just as it looks Iike FATIMA' S about to junp.
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DARI A (CONT’ D)
But I’"mworried I mght have
really hurt her feelings today.
She coul d be anywhere. | hope
she’ s okay.

EXT. DARIA' S OFFI CE - CARPARK - MOMVENTS LATER - DAY
In her car, DARIA pulls out of the car park onto the road.
EXT. MELBOURNE BACKSTREETS - DAY

FATI MA is dawdl i ng down the footpath, still |ooking angry
and rejecting calls comng in on her phone from DARI A. She
stops suddenly at a corner when she sees sonet hing. CAVERA
turns around from FATI MA to REVEAL anot her docunentary
crew filmng two girls, GRL 1 and G RL 2 talking

i ndi stinctively.

FATI VA

(to hersel f)
Oh wow, gosh. Anot her
nockunment ary? Real | y? Everyone’s
maki ng them t hese days.

(yells at them

sarcastical ly)
Hey! So original, Mddern Fam|ly!
The O fice! Parks and Rec!

EXT. DARFA'S UNIT - DAY

DARI A pulls up into her driveway and a taxi pulls up right
as she steps out of her car. Qut of the taxi cones JESSI CA
HARRI S (20s, beautiful).

DARI A
Jess! You're here! You re early,
| just got hone!

JESSI CA
Dari al

Both girls hug each other tightly, like lost sisters who
are finally reunited.

JESSI CA ( CONT’ D)
Daria, |'ve mssed you so nuch!

DARI A
|’mso glad that you' re here; ny
day has been spectacularly

crappy.

The TAXI DRI VER brings two |arge suitcases fromthe boot
to JESSI CA
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JESSI CA
Let’s go sit down inside and you
can tell ne all about it. Ch
wait, do you mnd getting the
taxi fare for nme? | accidentally
packed ny purse. It’'s buried
sonewhere in ny | uggage.

DARIA is a
S

ittle dubious but quickly assures herself that
JESSI CA i el |

I

t ng the truth
DARI A

Uh, yea. Yea, of coursel!

INT. DARFA'S UNIT - KITCHEN - DAY

DARI A and JESSI CA have sat down for sonme tea in DARIA'S
smal|l and tidy kitchen. DARI A brings the two nugs fromthe
jug before sitting with JESSI CA.

DARI A
So yea, Fatima’s MI.A and it’s
a bad situation but | definitely
won't be mssing that place. It’s
i ke everyone in that office
thinks they' re so special. Except
ne.

JESSI CA
It sounds |ike you re al nost
happy you got fired. Now you can
nove onto bi gger and better
things! Didn’t you always want to
be a stripper?

DARI A
No. You just always said that |
shoul d.

JESSI CA

Yea, you woul d nmake a great
stripper. You ve got the body for
it and the noney’s great! Anyway,

|’ m sure you' Il be just fine.
DARI A
| really hope so. |I’ve m ssed

havi ng your unwavering positivity
around. Enough about my bori ng
life, how have you been? How s

G eg? He still making the big
bucks up there in Sydney?

JESSI CA
Uh, yea Geg’'s fine. He's doing
wel l. I think.
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DARI A
You think that he’s doing well?
What’ s goi ng on Jessica? | can
tell sonething’ s up. Wat are
t hose clouds in your sunshine?

JESSI CA
kay, the thing is Geg and |
broke up like three nonths ago.

DARI A
Oh, no.

JESSI CA
Yea, | caught him

DARI A

No! He is a noist Kl eenex and
ot her gross things!

JESSI CA
So | took my savings, junped in
his Prius and checked nyself into
t he Four Seasons. | had nowhere
else to go. Before | knewit, |
had spent three nonths and all ny
nmoney in the hotel. | sold his
car to payoff ny bill and to get
nmysel f back to Mel bour ne.

DARI A
Aw, Jess. |'mso sorry.

DARI A gets a nessage on her phone but ignores it and hugs
JESSI CA.

JESSI CA
Thanks, Daria. Hey, so ny parents
are finishing their trip around
t he country and noving back into
Mel bourne in a nonth or so and |
was hoping | could naybe extend
my stay with you for until | can
find a job and get ny own pl ace?

DARI A S phone buzzes again. DARIA ignores it.

DARI A
Yes, of course you can! |1’'d be so
happy to have you stay forever!
It |ooks like we’ll both be job
hunting together. | can't believe

you didn’t tell me any of this
until now.
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JESSI CA
| was too proud and stupid. |
couldn’t let you or any of the
ot hers know that | had | ost
everything in Sydney.

DARI A
Well you still have all of us
here in Mel bour ne.

DARI A' S phone buzzes agai n.
JESSI CA

Are you going to check who's
messagi ng you? | don’t m nd.

DARI A
It’s just Fatima sending ne bl ank
nmessages. | don’t think she quite

gets how gi ving soneone ’'the
silent treatnent’ works.

JESSI CA
| s she that nmad, huh? She hasn’t
changed. WIIl we be seeing her
toni ght at Kenny’ s?

DARI A
| could tell you if she would
answer ny phone calls. 1’1
qui ckly try her again.

EXT. KENNY' S HOUSE - THE STREET - DUSK

NINO is in his car and KENNY has just tethered the safe to
the car with rope. KENNY gives a thunbs-up to signal N NO
to drive. NINO takes off, pulling the safe al ong and then
he sl ans on the brakes, causing the safe to slaminto the
back of his car. NINO gets out as KENNY runs over to

exam ne the damage. They' re unfazed by the car’s rear
damage and find the safe is still seal ed.

KENNY
Barely a scratch.

NI NO
W' re taking this to the roof!

EXT. KENNY' S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER - DUSK

NINO i s standing on KENNY' S driveway when he calls out to
t he roof.

NI NO
kay, go!



23.

We see KENNY is up on the roof of his house and he tosses
the safe onto the ground below, in front of NINO N NO
exam nes the safe.

NI NO ( CONT’ D)
Still nothing!

I NT. KENNY’ S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DUSK

KENNY is at the bench, turning the safe’s dial with his
ear placed against the safe. He tries to open it it.

KENNY
| think I’ve got it.

He tries opening it but to no avail. N NO junps up and
screans at the safe as if trying to scare it open. Instead
KENNY i s frightened.

KENNY ( CONT’ D)
(bl eeped)
Mot her f ucki ng bal | s!

NI NO
| really thought that m ght work.

EXT. MELBOURNE BACKSTREETS - DUSK

FATIMA is still walking along the streets and it’s getting
darker. She pulls out her phone and | ooks at the screen.

FATI VA
And it’s dead.

FATI MA sighs and falls to the ground dramatically and j ust
lies on her back. A MAN WALKING H S DOG wal ks past. FATI MA
and he are unfazed by each other.
FATI MA ( CONT’ D)
(dramatically and yel ling)
" mso LOST!
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWO

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
I NT. KENNY’ S HOUSE - NI GHT

NI NO and KENNY are sitting on stools with disposable cups
in hand, staring at the safe on the kitchen counter.

Seem ngly unnoticed by the two, around them peopl e have
arrived for KENNY' S housewarm ng party. There’s sonme party
musi ¢ playing in the background. There are about ten
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people (KENNY'S friends, his age, both boys and girls)
standi ng around, tal king anongst thensel ves, using boxes
for tables, filling their tops with drinks and cups and
taking in turns sitting on the only couch in the Iiving
room An intoxicated DAMO (early 20s) in a nice shirt and
pants stunbles over to NINO and KENNY and chucks his arns
around t hem

DAMO
(slightly slurred speech)
Kenny Fletcher! | hope you don’'t
m nd, | asked sonme girls to cone

here froma party I'mhitting up
after this. You fellas are
wel cone to cone along with us.

KENNY
Hey Danmp, we’'ll see how we go.
NI NO and KENNY still have their attention on the safe.
DAMO t akes noti ce.
DAMO

What’s in the safe, boys?

KENNY
W don’t know. W can’t open it.

NI NO
Maybe sone mints for that nunted
breat h of yours!

NI NO waves away the air as if blowing the snmell back at
DAMO.

DAMO
Al ways such a funny guy, N no.
Hey, you fellas wanna see a party
trick?

DAMO t akes a dramatic pause, holding up a finger to signa
a wait. He then proceeds to vomt in front of the three of
them NI NO and KENNY junp up as DAMO starts drunk-I aughi ng
when KENNY spots DARI A and, nore inportantly, JESSICA

wal king into the party. Leaving NINO to support DAMO)
KENNY wal ks over to DARI A and JESSI CA. Noticing the | ook
on his face, DARIA rolls her eyes in know ng how KENNY

al ways behaves around JESSI CA.

DARI A
H , Kenny.

KENNY
Daria. Hello, Jessica. Welconme to
ny new horme. Unh, sorry | have
haven’t been able to buy
furniture or anything yet; |

( MORE)



Wil e KENNY i s enbarrassing hinself,
background give up trying to hold up DAMO and j ust

himfall
nobody is
away.

JESSI CA s

There's a

KENNY ( CONT’ D)
didn’t know that you were com ng
until today. Not that | was goi ng
to get furniture only if you were
comng. | just ran out of tine.
We found a safe. So. yea.
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we see NINO in the

letting

to the ground. NI NO | ooks around and seei ng that
| ooki ng, casually steps over DAMO and wal ks

JESSI CA
It’s pretty cool.

KENNY
You think so?

niffs the air.

JESSI CA
Uh, yea. | guess so. Hey, did
sonething die in here?

KENNY
Oh, that? No, that’s just Dano.

nonent of awkward silence. NINO then joins them

NI NO
Hey, you guys finally made it.
Hey Jess, nice to see your face
again. Still pretending you're
better than us up in Sydney?

JESSI CA

Hey, N no. You haven’'t changed.
NI NO

Still the smartest guy you know.

VWhere' s Fati mm?

DARI A
Long story, but I can’'t reach
her. She won’t answer ny calls.
Coul d you please try her?

NI NO
Daria, you know how I feel about
favours. Excuse nme; | nust clean

sone vomt fromny shoes.

NI NO rushes off.
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NI NO TALKI NG HEAD

NI NO
| hate knowi ng that |’ m hel ping
soneone. You're going to have to
trick me to get ne to help you.

I NT. KENNY’ S HOUSE - NI GHT

DARI A, KENNY and JESSI CA are standing where NI NO | eft
t hem

JESSI CA
It’s crazy but it’s true; |’ve
actually kind of m ssed that
di ck.

KENNY

(j eal ous)

He’'s still dating Katie, you
know?

DARI A
I s he though? He never talks
about her anynore and | swear we
see himnore than he sees her.

KENNY
Speaki ng of significant others,
how s G eg?

DARI A
(changi ng the subj ect)
Sorry guys, |'mpretty worried.
" mgoing to go try calling
Fati ma one nore tinme outside.
Kenny, don’t be weird.

KENNY
Wiy would | be weird? You just
made it weird.

DARI A
Just don’t. You wanna just cone
outside with nme, Jess?

JESSI CA
W'l be all right. Kenny and |
will do sone catching up.

KENNY is delighted to hear that JESSI CA wants to stay.

DARI A
Al right, 1"l just be a mnute.

DARI A | eaves through the front door.
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EXT. KENNY' S HOUSE - MOVENTS LATER - NI GHT
DARIA is on the porch, trying to call FATINVA

DARI A
Way is your phone off!?

DARI A sees NI NO having a snoke on the driveway and rinsing
his shoes with the yard hose. She wal ks over to him

DARI A ( CONT’ D)
Fatima’s phone is turned off now.
|’mworried she’s gotten herself
| ost.

NI NO
Fatima | oses herself nore often
t han she showers and you al ways
stress yourself out over it. You
know you al ways do this.

DARI A
Al ways do what ?

NI NO
And | don’t nean just with
Fati ma. You al ways nake
situations seem|ike they re way
bi gger than they are. | nean,
just last week, you nade ne pul
the car over on a freeway because
you thought Charlie Sheen was
driving behind us and his ’drug
i nduced state’ was going to cause
an acci dent.

DARI A
Maybe 1’ mthe only one who
appreci ates how dire a situation
really is?

NI NO
Your friend, whom you haven’t
seen in nonths and crossed states
to see you, is in there at a
party and you choose to cone out
here al one and do not hi ng about a
situation that you can’t even do
anyt hi ng about .

DARI A
You' re really comng at ne today,
aren’t you?

NI NO
Yea. Well, | know you and you
only respond when you’ re being
kicked in the butt.
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At this point, DARI A spots FATIMA wal king in the street up
t oward KENNY' S house.

DARI A
VWhat the hell, it’s Fati mal

NINO turns to see FATIMA coming up the driveway. She | ooks
exhausted and gl ares straight through the two of them

DARI A ( CONT’ D)
Fatima! Where did you go!? Were
have you been!? How did you even
find the place!?

FATI MA i gnores DARI A and shoul der bunps her on her way
past and then heads up to the house.

I NT. KENNY' S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER - N GHT

DAMO has passed out on the only couch with people standing
around him ignoring himas they converse. DAMO is
snoring, and vonmting a little between each snore; snore,
puke, snore, puke, snore, puke. Not too far away, KENNY is
struggling to keep a conversation |it wth JESSI CA.

KENNY
So, Craig didn’t cone with you
for your visit?

JESSI CA
Crai g?

KENNY
Geg! Sorry. Watever his nane
is.

JESSI CA

Ri ght. No. There’s no G eg.

KENNY
No Greg? Like, never?

JESSICA'S mnimal attention on KENNY is diverted to FATI MA
when she storns into the room

JESSI CA
Ch, Fatim! Hey Fatinma!

JESSICA tries to greet FATIMA but FATIMA has a mission in
m nd and she storns passed, getting to the kitchen counter
and standing on top of it. People notice and start to give
her attention. In the background we hear soneone call ’'do
a flip’. NINO and DARI A enter the room

FATI MA
Excuse ne, can | please-; just a
second.
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FATI MA grabs a cup out of the closest person’s hands,
| eavi ng t hem shocked. The nusic sonehow stops itself.

FATI MA ( CONT' D)
(sniffing the cup)
Ew. Al cohol .

FATI MA tips the contents of the cup on the floor and hol ds
up the enpty cup. She begins her sarcastic toast.

FATI MA ( CONT’ D)
(sarcastic)
Excuse ne, everyone. I'd like to
make a toast; a toast to ny snmart
friends. What would this idiot do
W t hout you guys? Thank you for
al ways hel pi ng ne and hol di ng ny
hand when | cross the road. For
rem nding me to brush ny teeth;
put on pants! Thank you for
al ways correcting ne out of |ove.
(her tone turns serious)
You know what’s not smart? What'’s
not smart is thinking that your
friends aren’t your equals;
putting them down wi th nanes. You
know what is smart? Know ng that
you' re not the best at
everything. W all have our
weaknesses and we all have our
strengths which is why we're
better together. Let’s raise our
cups and toast. W toast to not
bei ng arrogant asshol es!

FATI MA rai ses her cup and everyone hesitantly toasts with
her. The nusic picks up playing where it left off. FATI MA
throws the cup away and junps down fromthe bench and then
heads though the crowd. DARI A quickly goes after her and
catches her at the back of the room

DARI A
Fatima, wait. Don’t | eave.
FATI VA
" mnot |eaving. | just need to
go to the bathroomif you don’'t
mnd. It’s okay; | finally
| earned how to wi pe ny own butt.
DARI A
| really am sorry about calling
you an idiot. | was just playing
around. | know that you’'re not

stupid, Fatima. You're the
brightest, nost introspective
person | know.



FATI VA
Well, | know. I’msorry too. |I'm
sorry about getting you fired and
| msorry about calling you an
arrogant asshole to everyone and
| nmean everyone; that wasn’'t the
first toast |’ve nade at a party
this afternoon.

DARI A
It’s all in the past. Besides,
our boss was a real ape.

NI NO, KENNY and JESSICA find their way to join.

NI NO
Hey, Stupid. Good to see you nade
it.

DARI A
Ni no! Not cool.

NI NO
|"mjust joking, we're al
friends here.

JESSI CA
Hey Daria, it’s great to see you
again. Really, all of you guys
are exactly the sane as when |

left.
KENNY

| reckon | grew a few inches.
FATI MA

Jess, |’ve m ssed having you

around. Daria can get so needy.

FATI MA hugs JESSI CA as DARI A shakes her head.

JESSI CA
Wll, I"'mgoing to be around a
ot nore. Quys, |’ m noving back
to Mel bour ne.
NI NO
What about Hi pster-Douche?
JESSI CA
It’s over. |I’ve got nothing left

up there so I’ mstaying here.
Wth Daria. Hopefully I can find
a j ob soon



DARI A
| better get a job soon too or
el se we’l|l both be honel ess.

NI NO
What ? You | ost your job?

KENNY
| f you need sone noney Jess, |
just canme into quite a |ot.

DARI A
Hey, |1’ m broke too, you know
JESSI CA
That’'s sweet, Kenny but |I’m sure
we'll find our feet soon.
KENNY
Are you sure? Well, you know this
is a three-bedroom | nean, |

could use the fenmal e touch for

furnishing. Daria, you and Jess
can nove in here for a while. At
| east et me hel p you out there.

DARI A
| actually ama little bit
worri ed about nmaking rent next
nont h.

KENNY
Yes! So it’s deci ded!

NI NO
We really are a bunch of usel ess
adults, aren’t we?

JESSI CA
We can only go up from here.

NI NO
Fatinma, let’s have anot her toast.
To, being | ess usel ess!

FATI MA
To, not being idiots!

KENNY
To, new | ove!

JESSI CA
To, new begi nni ngs!

DARI A
To, seeking out our place and
finding where we truly bel ong.
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W’ re | ooki ng through the wi ndow at our |ost favourites
having their owmn |ittle toast apart fromthe party as we
| eave themin anticipation of where they go next.

ALL
Cheer s!

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE

END



