Seattl e

By
Quenti n Bangston



I NT. HI GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

The GYMNASIUM is full of life as two high school basket bal
teans battle each other in the final seconds of the inportant
gane. Suddenly, one boy-JAKE COOPER-around 17, tall, dark

hai red, handsonme, and athletic- seizes the ball and drives
to his hoop, shoots and scores. The crowd cheers.

A player of the other teamthrows the ball in, and begins to
dri bbl e down the court. Their PO NT GUARD nekes it to the
three point line, and shoots, but his shot is rejected.

Jake junps up and knocks the ball away. He retrieves it and
hurries down the court just as the CROAD begins to CHANT
10...9...8...7...6. He goes down the court, shoots a |ay
up and scores! The crowd goes wi |l d.

The BUZZER sounds and the teans run back to their coaches.
Jake gets a few good pats on the back

ANNOUNCER S TABLE
The ANNOUNCER hysterically grabs for
a m crophone.

ANNOUNCER
(cheerfully)
They' ve done it again! The Red Brooke
Wl verines are going to the state
pl ay- of f s!

I NT. HI GH SCHOCOL - LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT

Jake is finished changing and in now in nicer, |ess sweaty
clothing. He is alone in the dimlocker room The DOORS fly
open. Jake | ooks up. SHAYLEE PRATT enters.

Shayl ee i s al ways the nost mature-| ooking woman in the room
only being seventeen, with her dark brown hair you would

m st ake her for being older. She wal ks |ike she owns the
room

Val king up to Jake, she junps. Jake catches her with ease.
She wraps her |egs around him and gives hima kiss. They
| ean agai nst the | ockers.

JAKE

(flirty)
You taste like skittles.

SHAYLEE
Hrmm . . new sl ogan. Shaylee Pratt-taste
t he rai nbow.
(break)
Good gane.



She gi ves hi m anot her ki ss.

JAKE
Thank you.

SHAYLEE
| knew we were going to winit.

JAKE
Not a doubt in ny mnd either

Jake sets Shayl ee down. She | ooks around and sniffs.
SHAYLEE

(di sgust ed)
VWhat is that snell?

JAKE
VWhat snel | ?

SHAYLEE
That stench.. ..

JAKE

| don't snell anything.

SHAYLEE
Probabl y because you practically
live in here. It snells |ike sweat.

JAKE
(sarcastically)

Ch...l snell it now....l can't imgine
why it would snell Iike sweat in the
men's | ocker room Wy don't you
exhal e and nmake it snell |ike
skittles?

SHAYLEE

(with tired sarcasn
Ha ha...you' re so funny.

(break)
So...are you going to the club
toni ght ?
JAKE
No...l don't think so. | have to get

home to ny nom | didn't see her at
t he gane, so she nust not be feeling
too well.

SHAYLEE
(di sappoi nt ed)
Oh. .. okay, yeah...l get it.



JAKE
Shay. . ..

SHAYLEE
(bravely)
No, hey, Jake...it's cool. |
under st and.

JAKE
Ckay. Do you need a ride hone?

SHAYLEE
No, actually, Mel is out waiting for
me in the car, so | better get going.

JAKE
Ch. . .see you tonorrow.

SHAYLEE
Sure.
(forces a smle)
Bye Jake.

She struts out of the room
I NT. JAKE'S HOVE - NI GHT

Jake enters a dark house. The house is neat and contenporary.
Alight is onin the LIVING ROOM Jake wal ks toward it.

Jake's nom MARI A COOPER-young even though she doesn't act

it. Wth long browm hair, she is very young | ooki ng for being
md thirties- is asleep with a blanket, curled in a chair.
She has a bottle of red wne open and a glass half ful
sitting on a nightstand. She has a book on the arnrest of

the chair, open. Jake wal ks over and goes to turn the |ight
off. Maria wakes up. She | ooks at himand sm | es.

MARI A
(wearily)

Hey sweet heart. How was the game?
JAKE

We won!
MARI A

Good! I'm so proud of you.
JAKE

| know you are, Mom |'mpretty tired
| think I'"m gonna go to bed.

MARI A
Okay. Good ni ght .



Jake | eaves the room Maria eyes the glass...and takes a
swig fromthe bottle. She sighs and takes another.

I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY - FLASH BACK - ONE YEAR AGO

Maria is sitting in DOCTOR MARTIN S office, stunned. DR
MARTI N- a man defined by his graying hair although he is
only in his fifties- is wearing a despaired | ook.

MARI A
Are you sure its--

MARTI N
Positive. The bl ood tests don't |ie.
M ss Cooper, |'mvery sorry.

MARI A
You' re sure?

MARTI N
| doubl e checked the tests nyself. |
wi sh we coul d have recogni zed the
cancer sooner, then there may have
been sone way to prevent it from
reaching this point.

MARI A
(di sappoi nt ed)
Oh. What has it spread to exactly?

MARTI N
Most parts have spread to the kidneys
and liver. Fromthis point, there is
no way of preventing it. Pancreatic
cancer is usually noticed by this
poi nt, and been di agnosed.

MARI A
So...do | have...atinelimt?

MARTI N
| would have to say...a year. Year
and a half at the nost.

MARI A
Oh.

MARTI N
|"mvery sorry, Ms. Cooper. Truly,
very sorry.

Dr. Martin turns to a set of cabinets and opens one of t
doors. He pulls out a panphl et about pancreatic cancer.
hands it to Mari a.

he
He



MARTI N ( CONT' D)
| f you have anynore questions, just
read this panphlet.
(break)
|"mvery sorry, but | have to get to
anot her appoi nt nent .

He wal ks over to the door and exits.

Maria sits silently, looking forlornly at the panphlet. A
tear falls fromher cheek and onto the paper. She crunples
up the panphlet and throws it away. She w pes away her tears,
and fixes her mascara. Then she exits.

I NT. LAW OFFI CE - DAY - ONE YEAR AGO

Maria enters a crowded | aw office, nomentarily stunned. She
| ooks around, and then wal ks up to a SECRETARY behi nd a desk.

SECRETARY
(cheerfully)
Hello. Can | help you?

MARI A
(hesi tant)
Uh...yeah-yes. Can you tell ne who |
need to see about creating a wll?

SECRETARY
Just one nonent pl ease.

The secretary gets up and wal ks to a door, and di sappears
behind it. She is gone for seconds before she wal ks back
out, closing the door behind her.

SECRETARY ( CONT' D)
Just walk in, and the man in there
will help you.

MARI A
Thank you.

Maria wal ks to the door and opens it.
| NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY - PRESENT DAY
Maria is spacing off. Dr. Martin is | ooking at her.
MARTI N
(concer ned)
Mari a.

Maria ignores him



MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Mari a?

Maria continues to ignore him
MARTI N ( CONT' D)
(alittle |ouder)
Mar i a.

Maria hears him

MARI A
(startl ed)
Yes. H . Sorry. Just alittle--
MARTI N
Ner vous?
MARI A

| would say a little nore along the
lines of just el sewhere.

MARTI N
You know, it's conpletely normal to
be worried or afraid by this tine.
But if you aren't its perfectly fine.

MARI A
| have been a little anxious |lately.
MARTI N
That is entirely normal. | should
ask, do you have all your affairs in
order?
MARI A
You know. ..l thought | would have,
but 1...haven't really gotten around
toit.
MARTI N
Vell...you have around a week left.
MARI A
| know.

| NT. SCHOCOL HALLWAY - DAY

Shayl ee slaps a colored flier onto a wall. The paper has
"Party at the Library" witten in large letters. She turns
and sm | es.

SHAYLEE
I"'mtellin" ya. It's gonna be a huge

party.



JAKE
Yeah- hun, but at the Library? That's
the smallest club in all Vernont!

SHAYLEE
Yeah, well, nowit is, but it won't
be when | go and nove sone stuff out
af ter school

JAKE
Need hel p?

SHAYLEE
No, it's okay. Mel will be there and
besi des, you need to get your rest
for the big game tonight!

JAKE
| just think that--
SHAYLEE
You do that too nuch.
JAKE
Do what ?
SHAYLEE
Thi nk.
JAKE

| don't think too nuch.

SHAYLEE
Yeah, kind of.

MELI SSA AMES wal ks up. Melissa likes to wear flashy and
sonetimes revealing clothes, which help hide her grow ng
stupidity. She is the sane age as Shayl ee, and of nedi um
hei ght, with stunning brown hair.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
He does it too nuch doesn't he, Mel?

MEL| SSA
What ?

They begin to wal k down the hallway and stick papers up.
Shayl ee hits one on extra hard on a | ocker and turns to
Mel i ssa.

SHAYLEE
Thi nk.



MELI SSA
(conf used)

VWhat ?

SHAYLEE
He t hi nks.

MELI SSA
VWho?

SHAYLEE
JAKE!

MELI SSA

| knowl What about hi nf

SHAYLEE
He t hi nks too nuch.

MELI SSA
Oh...yeah. Too nuch. Not good.

JAKE
Thanks for backing ne up Mel.

MELI SSA
What ? WAs | s' pose to?

JAKE
(exasper at ed)
You know what ? Never m nd.
The class bell rings and they all |ook at it.

Shayl ee hands a stack of paper to Melissa, and a stack to
Jake.

SHAYLEE
Hand t hese out wherever and whenever.
JAKE
You do that too nuch.
SHAYLEE
VWhat ?
JAKE
Be bossy.
SHAYLEE

Cute. Good one. | have to get to
class snart-ass.

Shayl ee wal ks away.



MELI SSA
She is kind of bossy, and you are
kind of a smart-ass.

Jake turns to her.

JAKE
And your ki nd of thick headed.

Jake hands all the papers to her. Melissa juggles all in one
armw th her purse and school bag. She touches her head, as
if to make sure it's not abnornmal.

I NT. JAKE'S KI TCHEN - EARLY EVEN NG

Jake wal ks into the kitchen. Maria is reading the paper and
sipping a glass of red w ne.

JAKE
See you at the gane?

MARI A
Wuldn't mss it for the world.

Jake grabs a red apple and takes a bite out of it. Then he
| ooks at the glass of w ne.

JAKE
Isn't it alittle early to be
dri nki ng?
Maria ignores him
MARI A

Shoul dn't you get goi ng? You're going
to be |ate.

JAKE
| just wanted to get a quick bite to
eat .

Jake wal ks over and Maria gives hima quick peck on the
f orehead. Then Jake turns and heads out the door.

MARI A
(shout s)
Good | uck!

The door SLAMS. Maria gets up and wal ks over to the sink and
is about to dunp out the glass, but pauses, closes her eyes
and takes a slowy breathes. Then she opens her eyes and
dunps the gl ass.



10.
I NT. HI GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

Jake runs with the ball down the court to his team s basket,
the other teamand his teamis in the B.G running to keep

up.

Jake goes for a lay-up and scores. The crowd goes wild and
another two points is added to the score. The score is

Wl verines 42, opponents 28. The tine left in the ganme is
two m nutes.

The referee BLOAS his whistle to signal a tine out called by
t he opponent's coach. The two teans run to their benches.

CQOACH
Ckay. @Guys we have a pretty good
|l ead, now let's keep it. Just renenber
what you have | earned and we w |l be
goi ng to the chanpi onshi ps before
you know it.

They all put their hands in the center.

COACH ( CONT' D)
One, two, three

ALL TEAM
WOLVERI NES!

The two teanms go back to the court and start to play. The
opponents throw the ball in. The gane conti nues.

The horn SOUNDS, signaling the end of the ganme. The Wbl veri nes
wi n, 50-32. The crowd goes wild, and they run onto the court.

Jake turns and catches Shayl ee. She gives hima huge hug and
then a huge kiss. Melissa conmes running up and stands beside
t he coupl e.

SHAYLEE
Come one! W have to get going if we
are going to start a party!

Shayl ee junps down from Jake and she grabs his hand and pushes
t hrough the crowd. Melissa follows close behind. Jake stops
and pulls Shaylee close to him

JAKE
| have to go shower and change.

SHAYLEE
Well ..go! Hurry! We will neet you in
the car! Conme on Mel



11.

Shayl ee grabs Melissa's hand and pulls her through the crowd.
Mel i ssa waves good bye before she di sappears through the
t hi ck crowd.

| NT. THE LI BRARY - NI GHT

The Library is crowded. Loud nusic plays fromthe DJ
turntable. Melissa and Shaylee sit at the bar, Shaylee slowy
nmoves to the nusic.

The BARTENDER wal ks over. He replaces the enpty glass in
Melissa's hands with a full one. She pleasantly smles at

him Slowy, she sips the drink. Shayl ee gives her a disgusted
| ook.

SHAYLEE
| can't believe you would do that to
yourself! That's it! I'mcutting you

of f!
She pulls the drink away. Melissa stretches for it.

MELI SSA
(whi ni ng)
But | want it! But | need it!

SHAYLEE
But darling, the bartender is too
old for you.

MELI SSA
| mean the drink.
SHAYLEE
The drink? Hun, |I'm not gonna drive
you hone when you are too drunk to
functi on.
MELI SSA
(whi ni ng)
But its non-al coholic!
SHAYLEE
And yet | still enjoy cutting you
of f!
MELI SSA

(matter-of -factly)
Now that's just rude.

SHAYLEE
| do it because | | ovel

MELI SSA
Do ne a favor...love me | ess.
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Shayl ee turns away as the bartender sneaks over and hands
Mel i ssa another drink with a wink. She smles graciously at
him She sips it.

MELI SSA ( CONT' D)
Speaki ng of |ove. There's your | over.

Shayl ee turns to him Melissa hides her drink and slinks
way.

Shayl ee stands. Jake grabs her hand. He pulls her out to the
dance fl oor.

JAKE
Let's dance.

The musi c changes to a slow song. Jake and Shayl ee get cl ose
toget her. Jake holds her and they slowy nove to the nusic.

SHAYLEE
| was beginning to think you weren't
com ng.
JAKE
| wouldn't mss this for the world.
SHAYLEE
"' mglad you cane.
JAKE
Me too.
SHAYLEE

| never want this song to end.

A SHERI FF wal ks up behind Jake. He taps himon the shoul der.
Jake turns, slightly surprised.

JAKE
Can | help you?

SHERI FF
Come with ne.

Shayl ee steps in to intervene.

SHAYLEE
Can | ask why?

SHERI FF
This nmatter doesn't concern you, SO
l"mgoing to politely ask you to
step asi de.
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JAKE
(stern)
Shayl ee nove.

Shayl ee noves to the side.
SHERI FF

Cone with me Jake there is no tine
t o di scuss.

JAKE

Tell me what this is about first.
SHERI FF

Jake, it's your nother. She's in the

hospi t al

Jake turns to Shayl ee.
JAKE
(assuring)

| wll be back soon, okay. Just,
hang out for a little while.

Jake turns to the sheriff and they wal k out of the club.
| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - NI GHT

Jake sits in a chair, staring at the wall in front of him
gl oony white hospital hallway. A DOCTOR wal ks past and Jake
| ooks up with hope, only to see the doctor keep wal ki ng.

A door opens at the end of the hallway and a di shevel ed
Shayl ee hurries in, followed by a tired Melissa. They | ook
around. They see Jake and hurry to him

Jake | ooks up, and then gets up to greet them Shayl ee
enbraces him

SHAYLEE
(continues to hug
Jake)
We cane as soon as we coul d.

She rel eases himand he sees she is crying.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
|'"'mso sorry Jake.

Shayl ee wi pes a tear away.

MELI SSA
Have you heard anything yet?
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JAKE
She's sl eeping right now
(break)
They sai d...she has had pancreatic
cancer for a little over two years..

SHAYLEE
Wait...she never said anythi ng about
cancer.

JAKE

| know. Apparently she didn't want
to hurt ne.

Dr. Martin wal ks up

MARTI N
Jake Cooper?

JAKE
Yes.

Doctor Martin and Jake exchange handshakes.

MARTI N

|"'mDr. Martin, your nother's doctor
JAKE

How i s she?
MARTI N

Ri ght now. Stable. But she is only
going to get worse.

JAKE

How nmuch tinme do you think...
MARTI N

Vell...a week at the nost.

Shayl ee hugs Jake again. Melissa is stunned.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
|"mso very sorry Jake.

Doctor Martin wal ks away, grim
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - MORNI NG

Shaylee is asleep in the corner of the small room using
Jake's coat as a bl anket. She slowy opens her eyes.

Jake is staring out the wi ndow. Shayl ee noves to get up and
Jake turns to his Maria with some hope. Then he turns to
| ook at Shayl ee.
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JAKE
(forces a smle)
Good nor ni ng.

SHAYLEE
(sml es)
Good nor ni ng.
(break)
Did she ever--

JAKE
No.

Jake sighs and sits down in an open chair.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
Do you want ne to take you hone so
you can sl eep sonme nore?

SHAYLEE
VWhat tinme is it?

Jake | ooks at his watch.

JAKE
Quarter 'til nine.

SHAYLEE
No. It's okay. | can call Mel

Shayl ee gets up and wal ks over to Jake. She sits on his |lap
and rests her head on his shoul der.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
You need to go hone and sleep. | can
stay here. You need to rest for the
ganme tonight.

JAKE
Shay, | don't think I can play this
gane. Not tonight. Wth all that
has happened.

SHAYLEE
Jake this is a big gane. |I'msure
your nmom woul dn't want you to m ss
it.

JAKE
Shay. . ..

MARI A
She's right Jake.
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They | ook over at Maria Cooper as she begins to wake up. She
COUGHS a little, opens her eyes, and they shuts them again.

Shayl ee and Jake both get up, and wal k over to the bed.

JAKE

Mom How are you feeling?
MARI A

Don't worry about ne Jake.
SHAYLEE

l|"mjust gonna....l'|I|l be right

out si de.
Shayl ee wal ks away and out the door.

JAKE
Mom Wiy didn't you tell nme?

MARI A
| didn't want to hurt you.

JAKE
But it wouldn't have hurt nme. This..
this right nowis hurting ne.

MARI A
|"msorry Jake. | just couldn't.

JAKE
There are sonme things you have to do
no matter how nuch they hurt.

MARI A
" m sorry.

JAKE
| know.

Maria cl oses her eyes.

MARI A
|"msorry Jake, but I'"'mso tired
ri ght now.

JAKE
That's okay. Try to get sone rest.

| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Shaylee is sitting dowmn on a bench. Jake opens the door to
his nother's room and wal ks out. Shayl ee stands up.
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SHAYLEE
| called Mel. She's on her way.
(break)
How i s she?

JAKE
(spel | bound)
She knew. She knew t hat she had cancer
the whole tine and she wouldn't tel
me.

SHAYLEE
|'"'msure it was hard for her.

JAKE
But she didn't tell me.

SHAYLEE
(bl unt)
Maybe she was afraid, Jake, did you
ever think of that? Maybe she thought
that if she said it out loud it would
beconme nore real. Did you ever think
of that?

Shayl ee's cell phone VIBRATES. She pulls it out and reads
the screen. Swiftly, she slides it back in her right front
pocket .

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
| gotta go, nmy ride is here.

She wal ks past Jake and out the doors. Jake stares awe-struck.
EXT. SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Shayl ee wal ks to her car as other cars pull out of the snow
covered parking |ot at the school. She begins to | ook into
her purse and continues to wal k. Reaching her car, she | ooks
up to see Jake laying down on the hood of the car. He gets

up.

SHAYLEE
(di sappoi nt ed)
Jake...what are you doing here? |
t hought you were going to be with

your nom
JAKE
| was, and then | took the bus and
cane here.
SHAYLEE

What do you want ?



JAKE
| want to say |'msorry. What happened
t hi s norni ng.

SHAYLEE
|"msorry, too. | know, that's hard
to go through
JAKE
So is everything better between us?
SHAYLEE
O course.
JAKE
So you can do ne a favor?
SHAYLEE
Yeah, what ?
JAKE

Stay with ny nom toni ght while |
play in the gane.

SHAYLEE
(pl eadi ng)
Wwn't she be okay for one night?

Jake | ooks away from her gaze. Shayl ee | ooks di st urbed.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
VWhat aren't you telling ne?

Jake doesn't | ook at her. She touches his arm

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
Jake. \What aren't you telling ne?

JAKE
(with sorrow)
The doctors say she's getting worse.

Probably won't nake it the rest of the week.

SHAYLEE
Jake. ..l had no idea.
(break)
' mso sorry.

JAKE
(upset)
Yeah.

18.
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SHAYLEE
| will make sure she stays with us,
at |l east for tonight.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Maria is sitting up in her bed eating an early dinner of
ham mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans and a di nner
roll.

Jake and Shayl ee enter the room surprised to see her up and
eating so well.

JAKE
(stunned)
Mom you up
SHAYLEE
And eating?
MARI A
| don't know what it is today, but I
feel like I could run a marathon
JAKE
And you are eating, a lot.
MARI A
Well | just figure that when | die |

want to be full
Jake is slightly disheartened.

MARI A ( CONT' D)
(softly)
Jake.

SHAYLEE
1I"11...just.

She slowl y wal ks out the door.

MARI A
(softly)
Jake, come here.

Maria noves over on the bed. Jake wal ks over and | ays down
next to her. She begins to stroke his hair.

MARI A ( CONT' D)
Jake I'mso sorry. | should have
told you. But | did what any good
not her woul dn't do and held it in.
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JAKE

| don't want you to die. | need you.
MARI A

| know you do honey. | know.

They sit in silence until Shayl ee opens the door and wal ks
in. She takes the dinner roll off of Maria's plate.

SHAYLEE
Sorry. | haven't eaten since
br eakf ast .

She wal ks quietly to the door and wal ks out.
| NT. BASKETBALL COACH S OFFI CE - NI GHT
Jake wal ks past the nessy COACH s office.
COACH
(1 oudly)
JAKE. Can you cone in here for a
second?

Jake wal ks in and stands next to the cluttered desk.

JAKE
Yeah coach?
CQOACH
| heard about you nother. | just
wanted to say that |'msorry.
JAKE
It's okay.
CCOACH
Also, | need to know that you wil|l

be in the gane one hundred and ten
percent tonight. This neans a lot to
our school .

JAKE
It neans a lot to ne too coach. You
can count on ne.

CCOACH
Then let's go get 'em

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

The gymasiumis full of boisterous people. The announcer
grabs his m crophone.
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ANNOUNCER
And now we watch the gane that
everyone has been waiting for. The
Red Brooke Wbl verines play the North
Wod Admrals for the state
chanpi onshi p. Here cone your
Wl veri nes!

Qut of a hallway cones the whole wolverines team |ed by
Jake.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Shaylee is sitting in the corner of the hospital room reading
a nmagazine. Maria is leaning up against a pillow, but has

her eyes cl osed.

MARI A
You had better be good to him

Shayl ee stops readi ng her nmagazi ne and | ooks at Mari a.

SHAYLEE
Excuse ne?

MARI A
You heard ne.

Shayl ee stares incredul ously, and sets down her nmagazi ne.

SHAYLEE
(it mpolitely)
Yeah, | heard you, but | would |ike
to hear it again.
MARI A
| said, you had better be good to
hi m
SHAYLEE

What is that supposed to nean?

MARI A
It neans exactly what it sounds |ike.

If you aren't good to him he deserves soneone better than
you.

SHAYLEE
So you're saying |I'm not good enough?
Not good enough for you little boy?
That's funny, because | don't think
you' re a good enough nom You woul dn't
even tell himthat you had cancer
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Maria opens her eyes and stares down Shayl ee.

MARI A
(cal l ously)
Don't you tell ne how to be a nother.

Don't you ever do that again. Not to ne.

SHAYLEE
VWel|l guess what. You don't own ne.
And you won't be around for forever

Mari a seens stunned at this remark.

MARI A
(1 oud)
Get out of ny room

SHAYLEE
Jake told ne to stay.

MARI A
(1 ouder)
GET QUT OF MY ROOM

Shayl ee grabs her magazi ne and stands up. She slowy wal ks
out of the room

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

The point guard of the Admrals teamruns down the court and
shoots a lay-up, beating half of the players on the court.
The score is now Admirals 32, Wl verines 28.

Jake throws his hands above his head, frustrated.
The coach tosses his clipboard, angry.

COACH
Ref! Tine out!

The referees blow their whistles. The players run over to
coaches and gat her around him

CQOACH ( CONT' D)
kay, we are still in this gane. But
if you don't get in the gane then we
should just forfeit right now 1Is
t hat what you want ?

The team stands sil ent.

COACH ( CONT' D)
ls it?
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The team says NO in uni son, unconvincingly.

COACH ( CONT' D)
VWat is it. Wiy aren't we w nning?

They all stand strong but silent.

JAKE
They are running us up and down the
court.

They are faster and stronger than us. W are doing the best
we can...they are just better.

COACH
Well. We are only behind by four. W
can cone back

The refs BLONthe warning whistle. Coach puts his hand in
the mddle; the rest of the teamfoll ows.

COACH ( CONT' D)
Score on three.
(break)
One. Two. Three.

TEAM
SCORE!

| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - NI GHT

Shayl ee sits, reading her magazine in the alnost enpty waiting
room A NURSE wal ks up to her.

Shayl ee sets the magazi ne down.

NURSE
Ms. Cooper is asking for you.

Shayl ee | ooks up at her, annoyed.

SHAYLEE
(drai ned)
Sur e. ..t hanks.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Shayl ee opens the door. It closes with a BANG Maria opens
her eyes and | ooks at her.

SHAYLEE
(irritably)
You rang.
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MARI A
(softly)
Yes. Pl ease sit down.

SHAYLEE

(hotly)
| think I'll stand.

MARI A
(breathes sl owy)
Fi ne.
(break)
| would i ke to apol ogi ze.

Shayl ee brushes sonme non-existent hair out of her eyes.

SHAYLEE
Vll | can't imagi ne why you woul d
want to do that.

MARI A
Earlier, | was a

little...unreasonabl e.

| said sonme nmean things about you, and | would like to
apol ogi ze.

Shayl ee stands, inpatient.

MARI A ( CONT' D)
What! | apol ogi zed, what nore do you
want ?

Shayl ee continues to stand, her legs a little shaky. Her

eyes slowy tear up. Maria sees this and gets a heart breaking
| ook on her face. Atear falls from Shaylee's eyes. Maria

hol ds out her arns. Shayl ee wal ks foreword into her open
arns.

SHAYLEE
(bawl i ng)
|"'mso sorry. | didn't mean anyt hing.

MARI A
(quietly)
| know you didn't. It's okay.

They rel ease, Shayl ee | ooks at Mari a.

SHAYLEE
| don't know what he would do with
out you.

MARI A

He will be just fine.
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SHAYLEE
How do you know?

Maria smles at her.

MARI A
He has you.

Shayl ee smles at her. She w pes away a few tears.

SHAYLEE
Do you need anyt hi ng?

MARI A
Actual ly, would you get ne sonething
to drink?

SHAYLEE

O course. Let nme just grab sone
noney out of my purse.

Shayl ee wal ks over to her purse and digs through it. She
pulls out a five dollar bill.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
What do you want ?

MARI A
Anyt hi ng col d.

Shayl ee exits. Maria |l ays her head back down on her pillow.
She slowy cl oses her eyes.

Her breathing starts to slow. The consistent BEEP of her

heart nonitor starts to get sluggish. Slower and slower until
it finally changes to an earsplitting scream

| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Shayl ee browses the drinking selection froma vendi ng nmachi ne.
She inserts the noney and pushes a button. An orange juice
falls out of the slot and she | eans over to pick it up.

Behi nd her sonme nurses rush through a door and run down a
hal | way.

Shayl ee stands up, and exits.
| NT. H GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

The ball is passed to Jake. Wth limted tinme left on the
clock he drives in and goes for a |ay up.

On the bl eachers, Melissa digs her phone out of her purse.
She finds it and dials a nunber.
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| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

The rest of the roomisn't seen as Shaylee's cell phone
vi brates on top of her pink purse.

| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - NI GHT

Shayl ee nonchal antly struts down the hallway. A nurse pushes
past her with a defibrillator.

SHAYLEE
(rudely)
You al nost nmade ne spill ny juice!

She | ooks at the running nurse. Drops the juice and runs
down the hall.She turns right. Down the hall doctors and
nurses are surrounding Maria's room She sprints to the room

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL GYMNASI UM - NI GHT

The gymasiumis | ess crowded than | ast seen. The gane is
over. Final score is still on the board. 50-47 in favor of
t he Wbl veri nes.

Melissa stands in the nmddle of the court.

MELI SSA
Hey Shay! We won! Everybody is going
to party! Umm ..just call ne when
you get this nessage!

| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - NI GHT

Shayl ee stares on horrified as doctors and nurses run around
in Maria's room A nurse tries to hurry past her, but Shayl ee
grabs her arm

SHAYLEE
(stunned)
What is going on?

NURSE
Sorry, but I'mgoing to have to ask
you to wait in the waiting room

SHAYLEE
But what is happeni ng here?

NURSE
| cannot disclose that information
at this tine. You wll have to go to
the waiting room

The nurse tries to | eave but Shaylee still has a grip on her
sl eeve.
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SHAYLEE
(hysterically)
|"m sorry but you are going to have
to disclose that information at this
tinme!

NURSE
Ma'am | need you to listen to ne--

SHAYLEE
(ruthlessly)
No you listen to nme. That lady in
there is ny boyfriend's nom and if
she dies | need to be there for him
and tell himwhat happened. Do you
under st and?

The nurse stares at Shayl ee, bew | dered. She shakes herself
free from Shayl ee and rushes inside the room closing the
door .

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATER THAT NI GHT

Shayl ee sits curled in a chair. The door is closed. Maria's
body | ays covered with a bl anket. Enter Jake. He joyfully
struts into the room wth flowers.

Shayl ee junps out of the chair. Jake stares at the form under
t he bl anket. He drops the flowers.

SHAYLEE
(whi spers)
Jake. . ..

Jake turns his gaze to her.

JAKE
VWhat happened?

SHAYLEE
Jake. . ..

JAKE

(alittle louder)
What did you do?

SHAYLEE
Jake, what are you tal ki ng about?

Jake marches over to her. He slaps her across the face.
Shayl ee stares with her hand on her face. She is speechl ess.

JAKE
WHAT DI D YOQU DO
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SHAYLEE
(breaks down to tears)
NOTHING | DIDN T DO ANYTHI NG

JAKE
(seet hi ng)
THEN WHY DI D SHE DI E!

Jake grabs Shayl ees shoul ders. Shaylee swiftly slaps him
once, then again. Jake seens a little | ess furious. Shayl ee
goes to slap himagain; stopped hal fway by Jake.

Shayl ee pulls herself free of his grasp. She turns and grabs
her purse and runs out the door.

I NT. SHAYLEE' S CAR - MOMENTS LATER

Shayl ee sits, notionless in her car. Gradually she turns on
the radio and blasts the nmusic. She |ays her head on the
steering wheel and begins to baw, barely audible over the
nmusi c.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY- DAY

The hall is full of people noving between classes. Shayl ee
is looking through her |ocker. Jake cones up behind her.
Shayl ee turns to him

SHAYLEE
Jake | don't want to talk to you

JAKE
Shay |'m sorry about |ast night.

SHAYLEE
| don't want to talk to you

Mel i ssa wal ks up and pushes Jake agai nst the opposite | ockers.

JAKE
Mel just let ne talk to her.
MELI SSA
Sorry Jake but she doesn't want to

t al k.
And after what you did to her I wouldn't talk to you either

JAKE
| just want to say that |'msorry.

MELI SSA
And |'mjust saying that she doesn't
want to talKk.
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Jake | ooks away from Melissa's strong gaze. He | ooks her
back in the eye.

JAKE

Why do you have to be so protective?
MELI SSA

Because that's what best friends do.
JAKE

Just tell her I'msorry.
MELI SSA

No. She will conme to you when she is

r eady.
Mel i ssa | ooks at her watch.

MELI SSA ( CONT' D)
Look at the tinme. Got to go to class.

Mel i ssa nonchal antly punches Jake in the gut. Jake |ets out
a CGRUNT. She fixes her hair, then disappears into the crowd.

I NT. JAKE'S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Jake enters. Shaylee is sitting in a |large chair. Jake doesn't
noti ce her.

SHAYLEE
| went to get her orange juice.

Jake turns, surprised to see her.

JAKE
What ?

SHAYLEE

We had just apol ogi zed and she want ed
sonething to drink. So I got her
or ange | ui ce.

(break)
| was only gone for five, maybe ten
m nutes. When | cane back...it was
horri bl e. Nurses were runni ng around,
doctors trying to revive her. | tried
to get sonme answers but no one woul d
tell me anything. So | did what any
normal person would do and | waited.
Those few mnutes felt |ike hours.

Jake noves to her and sits next to her on the chair. He waps
his arnms around her, conforts her
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JAKE
" m sorry.

SHAYLEE
Me too.

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Everybody is holding a black unbrella, sheltering thensel ves
fromthe light drizzle falling fromthe sky. They are
surrounding a grave and a white coffin that is littered with
fl owers. The PASTOR i s reading.

PASTOR
Today we gather to renmenber Maria Jo
Anne Cooper.

Shaylee is crying silently. Melissa wipes away a tear with a
handker chi ef. Jake stands strong, hol di ng Shayl ee.

I NT. JAKE' S HOUSE - DAY

Peopl e wal k up to Jake and give their condol ences. Shayl ee
and Melissa are a few paces away, snacking on finger
sandw ches.

MELI SSA
So you and Jake made up?

SHAYLEE
You coul d say that.

Mel i ssa gives her a curious |ook.

IVELI SSA
You two didn't...you know.

MELI SSA ( CONT' D)
(unconfortably)
You know. .. pl ease don't nmake nme say
it.
(whi spers)
Bunp uglies?

Shayl ee gi ves her a disgusted | ook.

MELI SSA ( CONT' D)
Well did you?

SHAYLEE
No!

MELI SSA
Just checki ng.
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SHAYLEE
Oh God...you're imagining it aren't
you!
MELI SSA
(unsure)
No...well, not now.

Jake wal ks out of the room A door SLAMS upstairs.

SHAYLEE
| should go check on him
MELI SSA
Ckay, I'mgoing to start to kick

peopl e out.
Shayl ee | eaves the sane direction as Jake.
| NT. JAKE' S ROOM - MOVENTS LATER
Jake is laying on his bed. H's roomis a ness. He is throw ng

a basketball up in the air and catching it. A KNOCK is heard
at the door.

JAKE
VWhat .

SHAYLEE (O S.)
It's ne.

JAKE
It's open.

Enter Shaylee. Silently she closes the door behind her. She
stays close to the door.

SHAYLEE
(quietly)
Do you want to tal k?
JAKE
No.
SHAYLEE

Are you sure?

JAKE
No.

Shayl ee wal ks over and sits on the foot of the bed.
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JAKE ( CONT' D)
That roomis full of people who knew
my mom They knew her better than
di d.

Shayl ee turns to him Jake stays |ooking up at the ceiling.

SHAYLEE
Have you | earned anyt hi ng new about
her?

JAKE

Only that she is the only person who
knows where ny dad is. Another thing
she didn't bother telling ne.

SHAYLEE
Jake, you know she had her reasons
for every thing. Your nomwas a good
per son.

JAKE
Then why didn't she every tell ne
about ny dad, huh?

SHAYLEE

Maybe he was a bad person.
JAKE

Maybe ny nom was a bad person
SHAYLEE

Jake don't say that. She was a good

per son.

Your nom was a great person. She understood everything...had
a reason for everything.

Jake considers this statenent.

JAKE
| s everybody gone downstairs?
SHAYLEE
Everybody but Meli ssa.
JAKE
Coul d you just leave ne alone for a
little while?

There is a KNOCK at the door. They turn to it.

MELI SSA (O S.)
It's Mel!



SHAYLEE
Can you give us a m nute?

MELI SSA (O S.)
['l]l be in the car.

Shayl ee turns back to Jake.

SHAYLEE
Call me later?

JAKE
Yeah.

Shayl ee noves to himand gives hima kiss on the cheek.

SHAYLEE
Don't do anything | wouldn't do.
JAKE
But you do everything.
SHAYLEE
(smling)

Not everyt hi ng.
Shayl ee stands and exits.
Suddenly, the door opens again.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
Qui ck question. Who is conming to
take care of you?

JAKE
Uncle Scott is comng tonorrow to
stay for the rest of high school.

SHAYLEE
X, | will be back over tonight.

Shayl ee sticks her head out of the doorway.

JAKE
Wai t!

Shayl ee' s head pops back in.

SHAYLEE
Yes.

JAKE
Toni ght ?

33.
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SHAYLEE
Yes.

She di sappears agai n.
| NT. GROCERY STORE - NI GHT - LATER THAT DAY

Shayl ee's cell phone is held up to her head by her shoul der.
She takes things and sets themin her cart.

SHAYLEE
Mel, if you nother just died what
woul d you want to eat?

Shayl ee takes sone pickles off a shelf. Listening.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
A peanut butter and jelly sandw ches?

Clearly you haven't experienced death in your famly.

Shayl ee | ooks mi serably at her cart. Pickles, tortilla chips,
and ketchup sit in it.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
| don't know how to cook anyway.

She checks her watch

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
It's alnost six. | don't have tine
to make Jake a nice di nner anyway.
Maybe. . . Chi nese.

Shayl ee sets the pickles back on the shelf.
SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
VWat? No | will not buy you sone. |
will call you later. Love ya.
Shayl ee hangs up.
| NT. SHAYLEE' S CAR - LATER THAT NI GHT

Shaylee is driving with a tray of Chinese food in the
passenger seat.

Sonet hi ng catches her attention. Jake's car parked outside
The Library. Curiously, she turns, parking next to it.

EXT. THE LI BRARY - MOVENTS LATER
Curiously, Shayl ee wanders over to Jake's car. She peers

into the driver's side window. She tries to open the door
but fails.
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I NT. THE LI BRARY - MOMENTS LATER

Shayl ee | ooks inside the bar. She turns to | eave, when
| aughter erupts froma dark corner. Shaylee turns to it.

Jake and five other college guys are |laughing with a cluster
of enpty beer bottles spread on the table.

Shayl ee struts up to them The coll ege guys hoot and holler.
Jake | ooks terrified.

JAKE
Quys, guys...don't whistle at ny

girl.

COLLECGE @UY 1
Hey hot stuff, how about you dunp
this dude and go with nme instead?
Shayl ee i gnores himand goes to Jake. Jake stands.

JAKE
Hey babe.

Shayl ee sl aps hi m hard.

COLLECGE @UY 2
Dude! You just got bitch sl apped.

Shayl ee turns to him She points and wags her finger, telling
himto cone cl oser.

Col | ege guy 2 stands and saunters to her.

SHAYLEE
(sml es)
H . Let's make this short and sweet.
" m Shayl ee Pratt. |'m underage, so
what ever you were thinking about
woul d be illegal.

Don't like it, bring it up with nmy father, Steven Pratt, the
best lawer in the state!

Col l ege guy 2 scow s at Shaylee, and returns, shaned, to his
seat .

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
Anybody el se? No...probably a good
thing 'cause I'ma black belt in the
martial arts.

Jake pulls Shayl ee away fromthe coll ege guys.
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SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
(whi spers)
VWhat are you doi ng here?

JAKE
Havin' a good tine.

SHAYLEE
Are you drunk?

Jake smrks. Shaylee gives hima warning | ook.

JAKE
No. | pour nost of it out when |
first get the bottle.
SHAYLEE
You haven't been drinking?
JAKE
No.
SHAYLEE

Let me snell your breath

JAKE
No.

Shayl ee gives Jake a kiss. She pulls away.

SHAYLEE
(di sappoi nt ed)
It's just like with the skittles,
Jake. except you don't taste like
skittles.

JAKE
Ckay | had a little.

Shayl ee turns to | eave, disgusted.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
Don't | eave like this.

SHAYLEE
Don't worry, |'m already gone.

Shayl ee exits.

COLLEGE DUDE 2
Ch man...you blew it!

JAKE
(furiously)
Shut up.
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EXT. THE LI BRARY - MOMENTS LATER

Shayl ee runs out the doors to her car. Jake cones out behind
her. Shaylee seens to find it hard to get the keys in the
keyhol e.

JAKE

(yells)
So that's it for us? After everything

we been through?
Shayl ee turns to him

SHAYLEE
| guess so, Jake.

JAKE
Why don't you stay?

Shayl ee turns to him crying.

SHAYLEE
G ve ne a reason too. R ght now A
reason to stay and deal with all the
crap that you are going to give ne.

Jake thinks, but comes up enpty handed.

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
That's what | thought.

She reaches inside and takes the Chinese food tray. She throws
it all at him The boxes spill the food all over him

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)
There's your dinner.

Shayl ee gets in her car and starts it. She speeds away. Jake
stands, w ping away the food.

I NT. JAKE' S HOME - DAY

The doorbell rings, ENTER Jake. He wal ks to the door and
opens it. Dr. Martin stands there.

JAKE
(conf used)
Do | know you?

MARTI N
No, but | know you.

Jake gives hima confused | ook.



JAKE
(closing the door)
Ckay, closing the door now, please
don't try the back one until 1 get
it |ocked.

Dr. Martin sticks his foot in the door

MARTI N
Jake I'mnot here to hurt you.

Jake opens the door w der.

JAKE
How do you know ny name?
MARTI N
| was your nother's doctor. You net
ne.
It was a while ago, |'m sure you forgot.
Jake opens the door.
JAKE
| remenber. | just try to forget.
MARTI N
| under st and.
JAKE

Pl ease cone in. Sorry about the ness.
It's been hard to keep it clean
after....

Dr. Martin enters the hone.

MARTI N
Do you have a guardi an?

JAKE
Guar di an? Yeah, ny Uncle Scott has
been around. He's been kinda busy
wi th stuff though.

They walk into the living room Dr. Martin and Jake sit.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
So, just cone by to check up or what?

MARTI N
Actually ny visit is concerning your
nmother's wll.

38.
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JAKE
Her will?

MARTI N
Precisely. Have you had tinme to
over see the docunent?

JAKE
| wasn't aware that there was a wll.

MARTI N
Vll, | assune that now you know you
will go looking for it. Do you have
the slightest idea of where she m ght
have left 1t?

JAKE
She normally didn't tell ne these
t hi ngs.

MARTI N

(surprised)
Real ' y? Normally they informyou
somehow.

You're sure there is nothing. Not a note?

JAKE
Sure as can be.

MARTI N
That' s a shame.

The tel ephone RI NGS.

JAKE
"1l be right back

Jake EXITS. Dr. Martin exam nes the nmessy hone. He wal ks to
a bookcase. Wping away a dirty sock, he picks up a picture
of a younger Jake and Maria at a river. A few seconds | ater,
Jake ENTERS. Dr. Martin doesn't notice.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
We took that when we were canpi ng at
Lake Menphrenagog.

MARTI N
It's beautiful there.

JAKE
| don't really renmenber it. That was
t aken about seven years ago. The
only thing | renmenber is that it

( MORE)
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JAKE (CONT' D)
rai ned that afternoon and our picnic
was rui ned, but when we went back to
the car we sat in the back seat and
had the picnic there.

MARTI N
Sounds |ike fun.
JAKE
It was.
(break)
Vell, | guess this is your |ucky
day.

A lady fromsone office called about a wll.

MARTI N
Are you planni ng on goi ng?

JAKE
(timd)
Coul d you give ne a ride?

MARTI N
VWhat's the address?

EXT. LAW OFFI CE - DAY
A car pulls up to the curb, and stops.
| NT. CAR - DAY

Jake sits. Dr. Martin turns the car off. He | ooks at Jake.

DR. MARTI N
(worri ed)
You okay Jake? You look a little
nervous.
JAKE

(nervously)
Yeah | 'm ..fantastic. You wait here
| will be back in a few m nutes.

Jake gets out of the car.

DR MARTI N
(yells)

Take your tine!
| NT. LAW COFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER

Jake wal ks into the | obby. He strolls over to a SECRETARY' s
desk. She | ooks up from her paperworKk.
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SECRETARY
(sweetly)
Can | help you?

JAKE
Unh...yeah | think so. | got a call a
little bit ago about ny nother and a
will?

SECRETARY
You nust be Jake Cooper. | can show
you to the paperwork.

The secretary stands and notions for Jake to follow Jake
fol | ows.

| NT. BACKROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Jake sits at a desk. A MAN walks in with a silver fire-proof
box. He sets it on the table and wal ks out of the room

cl osing the door behind him

Jake breathes deeply as he opens the box slowy. Inside the
container is a single white slip of copy paper, and a little
torn piece of paper with witing scribbled on it.

Jake reads the paper.

MARI A (V. Q)
The last will and testanent of Maria
Jo Anne Cooper. | revoke al

previously created wills and codicils.
| have only one person to | eave al

my personal bel ongings to; ny son,
Jake Cooper. | leave himin ful

care and protection of ny brother
Scott Cooper and | eave himto take
care of ny child as he sees fit. If
Jake pursues to find and contact his
birth father Scoot Cooper shall have
no choice but letting himgo.

Jake finishes reading. He picks up the other slip. Onit is
Marcus Porter, Seattle, Washington.

Jake slips this paper into his pant pocket. He cl oses and
| ocks the box. Opening the door, he exits.

I NT. CAR - DAY

Jake opens the car door and enters. He gawks at not hing,
| ooki ng out the window. Dr. Martin | ooks at him

MARTI N
Jake?
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JAKE
(star-struck)
She gave nme hi s address.

MARTI N

(1 nquiringly)
Whose addr ess?

JAKE
My father's. She left everything to
ne.

(break)
I"mgoing to find him

MARTI N
Jake, who is your father.

JAKE
| need to get to Seattle.

EXT. SCHOOL COURTYARD - DAY

Jake sits under a tree on a bench. Shayl ee enters. Jake
st ands.

SHAYLEE
Jake why are you here? The school
gave you free days at hone. That's
where you shoul d be.

JAKE
| stayed up all night last night. |
couldn't sl eep.

SHAYLEE
(snooty)
They nmake pills for that.
JAKE
| didn't want any. | didn't want to

sl eep.
| have thought about what | was going to say to you all night.

Shayl ee sits down. Jake gets down on one knee. Shayl ee gives
hi m a di sturbed | ook.

SHAYLEE
Jake...what are you doi ng.
JAKE
Shayl ee Pratt, | don't quite know

how to say this but-
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SHAYLEE
Jake. Don't-

JAKE
|"mnoving to Seattle

SHAYLEE

(relieved)

Oh t hank God.

JAKE
What ?

SHAYLEE
It's just...l thought.... You know

what? Nevermind! It's in the past.
You're novin', huh? That's...great!

JAKE
| know I'mfinally going to find ny
f at her!

The happy | ook on Shayl ee's face di sappears.

SHAYLEE
Your father? The one who |eft your
not her ?
JAKE
(del i ght ed)
Yeah! Isn't that great!
SHAYLEE
Jake are you sure this is a good
idea? | nean, he doesn't even know

you are alive. What if he doesn't
accept you?

And what about us, your friends? And the house? And your

Uncle Scott? Jake we are your life, and we don't want you to
get hurt.

They both stand.

JAKE
| won't get hurt. Uncle Scott is
going to keep the house, |I'm giving
it to him

SHAYLEE

You don't own it.

JAKE
Yes | do. My nromleft it to ne.



SHAYLEE
Real | y? The whole thing-wait-that's

besi de the point.

Jake this is crazy

tal k! You can't just nove from Vernont
to Washington on a whimthat this
man coul d be your father.

VWat if he isn't!

JAKE

(serious)
What if he is!

| don't want

to go ny

whol e |ife not know ng what could

have been.

SHAYLEE
| don't want you to go not know ng
either, but | don't want you to go

and be hurt.

JAKE
| won't get hurt. | can fend for

nmysel f.

If it turns out ny nother
right.

Shayl ee | ooks away, hurt.

is wong |

JAKE ( CONT' D)

Ri ght ?

Shayl ee | ooks back, teary-eyed.

SHAYLEE
You won't have anything to cone back

to.

Jake wal ks away, angry.

can al ways cone back

SHAYLEE ( CONT' D)

(crying)
Jake wait!

JAKE

(angry)

So first you | eave ne and now you
want me to stay? I'mtired of this

shit Shaylee. |I'mtired of
nmost of all I'mtired of--
(softly)

And nost of al

it! And

I"'mtired of you.

Jake wal ks away. Shaylee falls to the ground, sobbing.

44.
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SHAYLEE
(yel l'i ng)
No! Pl ease cone back Jake! Pl ease!
Jake! | |ove youl!

| | ove you!

| NT. JAKE' S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Jake struggles to lift a box. Slowy he carries it outside.
EXT. JAKE' S HOUSE - PORCH - DAY

Jake sets the box down. A MAN cones and picks it up, and he

carries it away to a noving van. UNCLE SCOTT-tall, young,
md-thirties, handsone- ENTERS wi th anot her box.

SCOrT
| think that's the last of yours.
JAKE
Thanks Scott.
SCOrT
No problem What tinme does your plane
| eave?
JAKE
Si x.

A TAXI pulls up. The TAXI DRI VER HONKS.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
| guess ny taxi is here.

SCOrT
| guess so. Umm .. have fun in
Washi ngt on.

JAKE

Thanks for everything.
The go to hug, but stop. They settle with a firm handshake.

SCOrT
Good bye Jake.

Jake turns and wal ks to the taxi. He gets inside.
I NT. TAXI - MOMENTS LATER
Jake cl oses the door.

JAKE
Airport, please.
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A NOSE in the B.G draws Jake's attention. He turns to | ook
out the back wi ndow.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
Can you give ne a m nute?

DRI VER

(1t mpatiently)
Make it count. You're on the clock.

Jake EXI TS.
EXT. CTY SI DEWALK - DAY

Jake clinbs out of the car. Melissa runs up to him She is
out of breath.

MELI SSA
Did you really think I would just
|l et you | eave without a good bye?

JAKE
| didn't know if you wanted to see
ne.

MELI SSA
|"mgoing to mss you.

Mel i ssa hugs Jake.

JAKE
Me too.

The driver HONKS the horn, and they rel ease.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
| should be going.

MELI SSA
WIl you conme and visit? | know
about you and Shay. You should know
that you m ght not have a place in
her world...but you always have a
pl ace in m ne.

JAKE
Thank you Melissa, you are a true
friend.

They hug again. Jake lets go. Melissa w pes away a begi nni ng
tear.

JAKE ( CONT' D)
Good bye. Cone and visit sonetine.
Scott has ny phone nunber and address.
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Jake ENTERS the cab. Melissa waves goodbye.
| NT. CAB - MOMENTS LATER
The driver turns around and | ooks at Jake.

DRI VER
Ready?

JAKE
Ch God | hope so.

| NT. Al RPLANE - NI GHT

Jake stares out the darkened wi ndow into the night on a plane.
He | owers the shade and | eans back in his chair. A bl anket
covers himand he pulls it up and slowy falls asl eep.

EXT. HOUSE - N GHT

A TAXI pulls up beside a |large house. A brick wall surrounds
the house. A steel gate blocks a driveway to a garage and
house.

Jake gets out of the taxi. He hands the driver a wad of noney.
He wal ks to the trunk and takes his suitcases out. The taxi
drives away.

Jake wal ks up to the gate. It opens. He continues to wal k
with his suitcases up the driveway. The gate cl oses behind
him He continues to walk until he reaches the front doors.

He rings the doorbell. It opens. Marcus Porter--md thirties,
handsonme-stands smling. He |looks tired and inpatient.
MARCUS
(eager)
Yes?
JAKE

(nervously)
Marcus Porter?

MARCUS
Yes?

JAKE
(nore nervous)
| don't know how to say this M.
Porter, but....l'myour son.

FADE QOUT:
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