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FADE | N:
EXT. CAFE SIGN - N GHT

W see the flickering of an old cafe sign with the eerie
buzzing comng fromit.

EXT. CAFE

The night is quiet in the small country town as officer JIM
PERRY, 43, exits the cafe with the manager cl osing up behind
hi m

He wal ks to his patrol car.

JIM
Ni ght Jenny.

| NT. PATRCL CAR

Jimgets in, setting the hot coffee in the console. He
starts the car. The radi o cones on, playing an old country
song. He takes a sip of his coffee, watching the manager
finish up closing.

Monments | ater.

The cafe light sign turns off. Dispatch calls over the
scanner .

DI SPATCH
2330.

JI'M
2330 go ahead.

DI SPATCH
Jim Wade Peterson is shooting his
gun again, and M. Coffer keeps
calling in.

Jimshrugs, It seens this isn't the first tine this
happened.

JIM
2330 on route...Wde you dam
drunk.



EXT. CAFE

Ji m backs his patrol car out of the parking |lot. He then
turns on a back road.

EXT. WADE' S ROADY HOME - NI GHT - LATER

He drives down a long dirt road with junk littered all over
t he yard

W see the house in the distance. Jimpulls up and parks the
car.

| NT. PATRCL CAR
He | ooks towards the house, the lights are off.
EXT. WADE S HOVE

Jimexits the car pulling out a flashlight. He shines it
towards the house.

He then shines it at Wade’s truck, we see inside an enpty
gun rack.

JIM
wade?

EXT. WADE' S FRONT DOOR

Jimmakes his way to the door. W hear nuffled nusic from
i nside. He | ooks through one of the windows but can’t get a
cl ear sight.

Knocks on the door.

JIM
Wade open up. It’s Jim

No response, he tries again.

JIM
Kat heri ne? (beat) kids? open the
door.

Still nothing. Jimgoes for the door handle It’s unl ocked.

Slowy he opens it, swinging it all the way, he points the
[ ight down the hallway.

It’

s pitch black. W hear the nusic now nore clearly. "If No
News |

s Good News" By Bob WIIs.
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CONTI NUED: 3.

JIM
wade, |’'mcomng in.

| NT. WADE' S HOVE

He tries the light switch, It doesn’'t turn on. Taking a few
steps in, he surveys all around him

CRUNCH.

Jimslowy points the |light down to his feet, It’'s a SHOTGUN
SHELL.

He lifts his foot trying not to disturb any possible
evi dence.

Jimtakes out his sidearm as he continues wal ki ng.
JIM
2330 possible 10-31 requesting back
up. (beat) wade? Katherine?
| NT. FI RST BEDROOM
Frominside one of the roons.

we see Jims flashlight outside getting closer. He turns
towards us, with his gun and |ight pointed.

On the ground, W see feet, a white sl eeping gown, and
bl ood. It’s Katherine.

Jims face turns to disgust.

JIM
Shit.

| NT. HALLWAY

Ji m continues wal ki ng down the hallway, nore shells are on
the floor.

On a counter. ..
We pass by a lovely fam |y photo.
| NT. SECOND BEDROOM

He | ooks in another room this tinme finding a boy |ying face
first in his bed with a gunshot wound in his back.

Jimtries to hold his enotions. he pushes on.



| NT. HALLWAY

The nusic becones | ouder as Jimnakes his way to the end of
t he hal | way.

He st ops.

He’' s | ooki ng at sonet hi ng.

| NT. WADE' S AND KATHERI NE' S ROOM

The Iight shines toward us again.

W see legs sprawled out with a shotgun |aid across them
An ol d record player plays with blood covering it.

| NT. HALLWAY

Jimturns his head in disbelief, the flashlight barely
illum nates what seens to be Wade.

Soft focus, W see his back against the wall In the
background with bl ood-spattered above him

BANG

Shaken, Jims eye’'s swift towards the sound.

| NT. BEDROOM 3

Jimopen' s the door carefully, the bed is enpty.

We hear soft whinpers. Jimpoints his |light at the closet.
| NT. CLOSET

He quickly opens it.

JIM
Hei di !

Heidi, 12, shaking and scared is scrunched at the bottom of
the closet. Jimis relieved.

JIM
Shhh. Heidi, It’s okay. It’s Jim

Ji m bends down trying to confort her. she doesn’'t nove.
HEl DI

(Wi spers)
No! It’'s out there.
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CONTI NUED: 5.

JIM
No one’s going to hurt you.

HEI DI
Daddy told ne to hide. (beat) not
to | eave, no matter what.

Ji m | ooks confused.

JIM
what are you tal ki ng about ?

HEI DI
He said he was going to get rid of
t he bad thing.

JIM
what bad thing? What are you
tal ki ng about ?
Heidi’'s breathing |lowers, as her eyes connect with Jins.

HEI DI
The bad thing inside him

Jimdoesn’'t understand what he is hearing.

JIM
Heidi, | need you to do sonet hing
for nme okay...|l need you to cone
wth ne.

HEI DI
no! | can't...

JIM
Yes you can. ||l carry you. Just
cl ose your eyes. and | don’t want
you to open themtill we get

out si de. Ckay?
she begins to settle, she trusts Jim
HEI DI
(whi nper)
Ckay.

Jimpicks up Heidi, she clinches her eyes shut.



I NT. HALLWAY CONT' D

Ji m makes his way past the other roons. Just when he’ s about
to get to the front door.

JIM
(To hinsel f)
| left the front door open.
HEI DI
(confused)
What ?
We see Jimand Heidi down the hallway.
Suddenly! A FI GURE wal ks past us. W hear a..
SCREECH!

The record player changes to a new song. "Don’'t Keep It A
Secret” By Bob WIIs.

Jimstops. Hs face turns white. knowing It’s from Wade’' s
room

A calmeerie Famliar voice calls out.

WADE (O S)
JinP...ls that you?
Wth her eyes still shut, Heidi begins to weep.
HEI DI

That’ s not mny Daddy.
Jimslowy puts Heidi down.

JIM
Hei di be real quiet, | want you to
| eave the house now.

HEI DI
(terrified)
kay.

JIM
Go now.

Jimturns around flashing his Iight down the hallway, he

slowy lifts his gun. Heidi tries opening the door but it
won’ t budge.
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CONTI NUED:

JIM
(cal m manner)

Yeah Wade, It’s Jim (beat) Wade
|’ mgoing to need you to cone out
slowy with your hands up...]|

get you nedical attention.

WADE (O. S)

where are you taking ny daughter?

JI'M

She’s just comng with nme. She’ll

be safe. | prom se.

Hei di upset, continues to struggle with the door.

WADE ( Q. S)

what if | don’'t want her too.

JIM
(now angry)

Wade, cone out with your fucking
hands in the air now | won't say

it again.

WADE (O S)
Ckay Jim... Ckay.

JI'M
Alright... slowy...Heidi,
| eave t he house now.

HEI DI
(upset)
|’ mtrying.

A | ong pause ensues. when...

We hear footsteps on the floor. Jimkeeps his light fixed

towards the room

We then see Jinis face trying to focus on a dark figure

com ng towards him

JIM
| said slowy!

Jims light points down on the ground.

VWhat is this?
Wade’ s FEET dangle in the air.

The footsteps grow | ouder!
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CONTI NUED: 8.

Jimpoints the flashlight up.

We See WADE, wearing denimoveralls, comng into the Iight,
slightly relieving The. ..

FRONT OF H S FACE BLOMN OFF.
How was he able to tal k?
JI'M
(I'n shock)
what the.

Hei di | ooks back her eye’'s wi de open with a bl ood-curdling
screani

WHEN WE SEE I T. ..

Sonet hi ng wal ks behi nd Wade hol ding himlike a PUPPET!
Catching a GLI MPSE of the Figure racing towards Jim

Ji m screans.

JI'M
Jesus Chri st!

EXT. WADE' S HOMVE

We hear the gunshots, we see the flashes of light fromthe
gunfire.

We still hear Heidi scream ng.
Then... Silence.
Only nusi c.

W [ift up into the sky seeing the small town in the
di stance. The night is quiet in the small town.

END



