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I NT. CBL PROPERTIES - THOVAS' S OFFI CE - DAY

Leasi ng manager THOVAS STONE, scruffy | ooking, overworked,
saggy eyes, nessy hair (40s), wites frantically on a piece
of paper at his desk. Two large green chairs sit in front of
hi mwhil e sunlight pours in through a cascade of |arge gl ass
wi ndows to his left.

Suddenly, the phone on his desk rings.
Thomas slowy reaches forward and presses a button.
THOVAS

(into the phone)
What is it Kathy?

KATHY (O S.)
There's a man here requesting to see
you sir.

THOVAS

(into the phone)
Does he have an appoi nt nent ?

KATHY (O.S.)
No sir, but he says it's urgent.

Thomas groans, |ooks to the giant pile papers to his left,
and | eans forward.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Send himin.
Thomas renoves his finger and resunes witing.

KNOCK- KNOCK

Thomas sets down his pen as his feisty, red-headed secretary
KATHY (30s) opens the door.

Kat hy peers in as THE REAPER (30s) an unusually tall thin man
with mediumlength silver hair, wearing a jet black suit with
acrispredtie, glares at Thomas, carrying a briefcase.

THOVAS
Thank you.

Kat hy wal ks away as The Reaper steps inside.

Thomas sits up and extends his hand.



The Reaper does the sane.

THE REAPER
A pl easure to neet you, M.?

Thomas shakes hi s hand.

THOVAS
Thomas Stone, general |easing nanager.

THE REAPER
Stressed?

Thomas groans, | ooks back towards the stack of papers on his
desk.

THOVAS
The privileges of the job.

THE REAPER
Wel | put.

Thomas sighs, notions to one of the chairs.

THOVAS
Pl ease.

Thomas sits back down as The Reaper takes a seat, places his
briefcase on his lap, and clasps his hands.

THOVAS
My secretary said you had urgent
busi ness?

THE REAPER

In a manner of speaking.

The Reaper unl ocks his case, takes out a series of papers,
and sets them down on the desk in front of Thonas.

Thomas puts on a pair of glasses and slides one forward. A
copy of the Monroeville Mall's | ease plans stare back at him

Thonmas rai ses his brow

THOVAS
Where did you get this?

THE REAPER
From your website, where el se?



Thomas narrows his eyes at The Reaper, grabs a piece of paper
at the top his stack, and slans it down in front of him

THE REAPER
It took nme over eight hours to find.

THOVAS
It could definitely use an update.

THE REAPER
Did you know that you could control a
conputer with just the tip of your
finger?
Thomas chuckl es.

THOVAS
The wonders of nodern technol ogy.

The Reaper scow s.

THE REAPER
More |i ke a nui sance.

Thomas si ghs.

THOVAS
| take it you want to | ease than?

The Reaper places his finger dowmn on a small space marked. .
132A.
THE REAPER
This one in particular, if you don't
m nd.

Thomas picks up a pen, circles it.

THE REAPER
It is atad small for me, however
but. ..

THOVAS

Per haps, maybe you'd like to pick
somet hi ng | arger?

THE REAPER
Can't beat the | ocation.

Thomas eyes The Reaper's suit, smrks.



THOVAS
A Stafford?

THE REAPER
A Cool max, Big and Tall.

The Reaper tugs at his suit jacket.

THE REAPER
Perfect for all those hot summers.

Thomas smirks, grabs another piece of paper out fromhis
stack, places it down in front of him and scribbles a note
onto it.

THOVAS

What made you pick Monroeville?
THE REAPER

"1l admt, I'"'maquite a sucker for

zonbie fil nms.

Thormas rai ses his brow

THE REAPER
One-stop, shopping, everything you
need.

THOVAS

Ri ght at your fingertips.

THE REAPER
You' ve seen it than?

THOVAS
It was part of the hiring process.

THE REAPER
How i nt er esti ng!

Thomas sets down his pen, stands up and noves towards a | arge
file cabinet near the wall.

THOVAS
Do you have any history prior to
| easing this space?

The Reaper peers over his shoul der, grunbles.



THE REAPER
(to hinself)
And we were on such good terns.

THOVAS
VWhat was that?

The Reaper flips back around.

THE REAPER
Does that matter?

THOVAS
I'mafraid it does.

The Reaper huffs, | ooks up at the ceiling, squints at the
l'ights.

THE REAPER
Bl oom ngton, Tehran, Stratford,
Bangkok. ..

Thomas narrows his eyes at The Reaper.

THOVAS
Bangkok?

THE REAPER
CentralWrld, Thailand, 7 Floors of
Pure Wnder.

Thomas cracks open the filing cabinet, shifts through the
files.

BOOM
A runbl e of thunder shakes the office.

Thomas' s hands trenble as he pulls out a brown fol der and
stares out the w ndows.

The Reaper smrKks.

THE REAPER
Quite a mserable day, isn't it?

THOVAS
Funny, it was just sunny a m nute ago.

Thomas shuts the cabi net, wal ks back to his desk, and sits
down.



THE REAPER
75% percent chance of thunderstorns,
didn't you know?

THOVAS

My son woul d be i npressed.
THE REAPER

h?
THOVAS

He's studying to be a neteorol ogist.

THE REAPER
Congr at ul ati ons.

The Reaper claps his hands.

Thomas smirks, opens the folder and slides the | ease
agreenent forward.

THOVAS
It's good for one year. |f you nmake
enough revenue by that point we'll
consi der extending it further.

The Reaper takes a pen out of his pocket and clicks it open.

THE REAPER
That won't be a problem

The Reaper signs his name with a flourish, and gently sets
t he pen back down.

Thomas grabs the paper and lifts it up to his face. The
Reaper's eloquently witten signatures stares back at him

THE REAPER
In awe over nmy handwiting skills, are
you?

THOVAS
Well, it's certainly very refined.

THE REAPER

| learned only fromthe best, that
Cehenna has to offer.

THOVAS
Gehenna?



THE REAPER
A small town in Wales, just north of
Engl and, known exclusively for their
puddi ng.

THOVAS
What exactly do you plan on selling?
If you don't m nd me asking.

THE REAPER
Wul d you like a hint?

Thormas nods.

The Reaper reaches inside his suitcase, pulls out a small,
ceram ¢ skull and chucks it onto the desk with a | oud THUD

Thomas sets the paper down and picks it up

THE REAPER
Be careful..

Thomas huffs and puffs, |ooses his grip.
The skull tunbles back onto the desk with a | oud THUD

THE REAPER
It's porcelain, very delicate.

THOVAS
Sonme kind of party trinket?

THE REAPER
Ch, wouldn't you like to know?

A flash of lighting quickly fills the room illum nating The
Reaper's rather perfect |ooking white teeth, curled up in a
smle.

BOOM

A runbl e of thunder shakes the office.

| NT. LEON S CAR - DAY

HONK- HONK

Rain hits the car wi ndows of a beige sedan as cl ean-cut,
shoul der-length hair, dressed to inpress, LEON STONE, (md
20s) honks his horn at the car in front of him



In his pocket, his phone suddenly vibrates.
Leon pulls it out, answers it.

LEON
0 _O(into t he phone)
ni =

DANI ELLE (O S.)
Were are you?

LEON
(into the phone)
Still on the expressway, stornis got
everyt hi ng backed up.

DANI ELLE (O. S.)
Geat. Wll, the power's out at the
mal |

LEON
(into the phone)
Tch, figures.
Leon | ooks up at the traffic Iights.
They blink a shade of red rapidly...
Back and forth. ..
Back and forth. ..
Back and forth. ..

DANI ELLE (O S.)
So, how d your exam go?

The car in front of Leon drives forward.
Leon does the sane.

LEON
(into the phone)
Wiy don't you take a guess?

DANI ELLE (O S.)
You got a perfect score?

LEON
(into the phone)
Try a B.



Dani el | e chuckl es.

DANI ELLE (O S.)

Great job.
LEON
(into the phone)
Gee, Well, thanks Dani. | really

appreci ate that.

DANI ELLE (O S.)
Your wel cone.

Leon drives another inch forward.

DANI ELLE (O S.)
So, about tonight | was thinking...

LEON
y h’)(into t he phone)
eah”

The |ine suddenly goes dead.

LEON
0 _O(into t he phone)
ni =

Leon, takes his phone out of his ear and lifts it up to his
face, when suddenly...

HONK.
Leon groans, throws his phone back in his pocket.

LEON
Alright, alright, | get it.

Leon speeds forward.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Leon exits the road and turns left.

In front of him the MONRCEVI LLE MALL sits enpty, its parking
| ot sparsely packed, as the bright neon lights fromthe

JCPenney and Macy's signs on it illumnate the cracked
pavenent bel ow.
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| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - LOWER LEVEL - DAY

Leon runs towards a pair of escal ators, passing by several
vacant stores and restaurants around him sonme boarded up,
others shut tightly by netal gates.

EXT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - JOS A. BANK STORE - DAY

DANI ELLE JACOBS (20s) college drop-out, tall, blonde, paces
outside the store entrance.

LEON (O. S.)
Hey.

Danielle turns around as Leon wal ks up and renoves his hood.

LEON
It's raining like hell out there.

Leon shakes the water off his head and onto Danielle as the
I ights above them flicker.

LEON
Backup generator?
DANI ELLE
Which fortunately, is working this

tinme.
Leon, stares down into the enpty corridor

A line of enpty, vacant stores stare back at them acconpanied
by Madonna's Lucky Star.

LEON
Pl ace | ooks pretty dead.

DANI ELLE
Yup, just the usual crowd.

Leon and Danielle watch as an ELDERLY COUPLE (70s) wal k by at
a brisk pace.

LEON
Where' d you think they' re headed?

DANI ELLE
Is that a bet, | hear?

LEON
Loser does cl eanup?
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Danielle smrks, narrows her eyes at the couple.

DANI ELLE
The husband? Di cks, new khaki's.

LEON
And the w fe?

Danielle stares at the woman's | eggi ngs, purses her |ips.

DANI ELLE
Ann Tayl or, new | eggi ngs.

Danielle huffs, turns to Leon.

DANI ELLE
You' re turn.

Leon narrows to the couple, bites his |ip.

LEON
Hol | i ster.

Dani el | e gi ggl es.

DANI ELLE
Real | y? Bot h?

LEON
| nmean, just |ook at those |egs.

Dani el l e chuckles at the elderly wonan's tiny |legs, the man's
shorts.

LOUANN (O S.)
Vell, look who finally decided to show

up.

Leon and Danielle turn left as their boss, LOUANN (50s),
wor kahol i c, quick-tenpered, but with a heart of gold, stonps
forward

LEON
| got alittle behind.

Louann stops, taps her finger onto her other hand.

L OUANN
A likely story.
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LEON
G ve ne sone credit Louann

Louann huffs.
Leon | ooks over her shoulder, into the store.

LEON
We can't be that busy.

L OUANN
May | rem nd you that you and Danielle
are the only staff that | got?

DANI ELLE
You nean the only staff's that's
left...

Louann shoots Danielle a glare.

LEON
Did you even | ook outside?

Louann grunbl es, straightens her blouse with her hands.

L QUANN
Well, until power's restored, you'l
be strai ghtening up the racks.

Louann points to Danielle.

L QUANN
And you, inventory.

Leon and Danielle groan, shift toe-to-toe.

LOUANN
Well? Don't dawdl e.

Louann nmarches back inside the store as a runble of thunder
shakes the buil di ng.

LEON
You' d think maybe she notice if |
tried ditching?

DANI ELLE
You know who'd she call.

Leon waves over to the mall's security guard, JOSEPH (40s),
married, lazy, a real slacker, sitting on a bench, watching
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YouTube vi deos on his phone.

Joseph waves back as Danielle trudges inside. Leon follows
behind until, the lights shut off.

LEON
G eat.

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - JOS A BANK STORE - STORERCOM - DAY

Danielle rips open a box with a box-cutter, flashlight in
hand, as Leon tucks his own under his shoul der and opens his
| ocker.

LEON
So, something wong with your phone?

DANI ELLE
Oh that? It's nothing really.

LEON
Real | y?

Dani el l e grabs a pen and clipboard off a table and reaches
i nside the box.

DANI ELLE
You' re probably too busy anyway.

Leon tosses his jacket inside his |ocker.

LEON
| ve got no pl ans.

Danielle lifts up a mniskirt and makes a check on the paper.

DANI ELLE
Well, | was cleaning out ny closet the
ot her day and. .

LEON
You want to hit up Macy's.

Dani el | e si ghs.

LEON
What ? Sur pri sed?

DANI ELLE
How d you guess?
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Leon eyes Danielle's bl ouse.

LEON
Lucky and Co. ain't it?

DANI ELLE
VWhat are you? Sonme kind of fashion
connoi sseur ?

Leon shows off his Tormy Hilfiger T-shirt.

LEON
| wear it with pride.

Dani ell e smrks, reaches back inside the box.

DANI ELLE
Then you know they're having this big
cl earance sal e.

LEON
75% percent off.

DANI ELLE
TV, or radio?

Leon groans, throws on his nane-tag.

LEON
TV.

Danielle pulls out a pair of stockings and nmakes anot her
check on the paper.

DANI ELLE
After your 25th rerun of 24?

Leon raises the flashlight out in front of himand poses with
it like a gun

LEON
| think I'd nmake a good Jack Bauer,
don't you think?

DANI ELLE
You don't yell enough.

Leon unexpectedly rushes up to Danielle and points the
flashlight straight at her head.



15.

LEON
Make a sound and I'l1 bl ow your brains
out all over the w ndshield.

Dani el | e shudders, she raises her hands.

DANI ELLE
Damm.

Leon smrks, twirls the flashlight in his hands, and clips it
as the |ights above them suddenly turn on.

LEON
Well, it's about friggin tinme.

DANI ELLE
| bet Louann is thrill ed.

Danielle sets down the flashlight as Leon slowy bends down
and whi spers into her ear.

LEON
So, tonight than?

Dani el | e abruptly whi ps her head around.

DANI ELLE
YES!

Danielle clunsily drops the clipboard.

LOUANN (O. S.)
Jacobs. ..

DANI ELLE
Sorry!

Dani el l e picks up the clipboard as Leon stands to his feet.

LEON
6pm don't forget the bathroom

Daniell e rai ses her small hands.

DANI ELLE
Do you see these little hands?

Leon wal ks into the nearby bathroom grabs a toilet brush,
and hands it to Danielle.

Danielle smrks, takes the brush as Leon gives her a kiss on
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the lips and exits.
| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - JOS A, BANK STORE - DAY

Leon listens to Queen's | Wanna Break Free as he straightens
several suits on a rack

Leon whistles to hinself and clunsily drops a suit.

Leon bends down, picks it up, and stands up only to cone face
to face with, The Reaper.

Leon screans, he junps back, the suit flies from his hands.

THE REAPER
Forgive nme, if | startled you.

Leon breathes a sigh of relief.

LEON
How | ong have you been standi ng there?

THE REAPER
You seened just dying for a
conversation, but | couldn't bear to
i nterrupt your...

The Reaper puckers his lips and whistles to the sane tune as
Leon.

Leon sneers, bends down.

LEON
Cut e.

Loen picks up the suit off the ground, stands up, and pl aces
it back on the rack

THE REAPER

| don't believe that goes there.
LEON

What ?
THE REAPER

They all go by size, correct?

LEON
You don't |ook |ike ny manager.
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THE REAPER
That jacket | ooks a tad thin.

Leon sneers, folds his arns.

LEON
Sorry, we're cl osed.

THE REAPER
Did you forget to lock up? O have you
sonehow managed to scare everyone away
with that scraggly face of yours?

Leon grunbl es, clenches his fists, as The Reaper pulls out a
maroon suit fromthe rack and shows it to Leon.

THE REAPER
M ght you have this in an extra | arge,
by chance?

LEON
Sure you don't want to try a small?

THE REAPER
| have a uni que physi que.

LEON
Al'l just skin and bones right?

The Reaper's stares at Leon with his cold dark eyes.

Leon shudders, begins shifting through the hangers, as The
Reaper turns to a pair of rather expensive designer shoes to
his right and pi cks one up.

LEON
W ngti ps.

The Reaper raises his brow.

LEON
Probably too big for your feet.

THE REAPER
What woul d you recommend than? Since
you' ve established yourself as a self-
procl ai ned expert...

LEON
|'"d go for some oxfords, rea
br eat habl e, you know?
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THE REAPER
| think 1'll take a pair.

The Reaper sets down the black wi ngtip shoe and picks up a
pair of white oxfords as Leon yanks out an extra-|arge maroon
suit and hands it to The Reaper.

LEON
There, satisfied?

The Reaper takes it, holds it out in front of him and nods.

THE REAPER
A real Gorgio Armani, wouldn't you
say?

LEON
Sure, let's call it that.

The Reaper opens up the jacket and inspects the fabric.

LEON
Did you uhm want to try it on?

The Reaper takes a bow.

LEON
K

Leon shakes his head and | eads The Reaper towards a pair of
fitting in roons in the back of the store.

Leon pulls out a key, unlocks the door, and shoves it open.

LEON

| f you need anything else |let ne know.
THE REAPER

|"m quite capabl e of dressing nyself,

t hank you.

The Reaper steps in and slanms the door shut with a THUD
behi nd him

DANI ELLE (O S.)
| " ve never seen so nmany a-lines in one
shi pnent .

Leon stares at the fitting roomas Danielle steps up to him
from behind, carrying a stack of trousers.
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DANI ELLE
Hey?
Dani el l e reaches forward and touches Leon on his shoul der.

Leon screans, he junps back

DANI ELLE
Ceez, !

LEON
Sorry, got distracted.

DANI ELLE
By...?

LEON

Manol o Bl ahni k.

DANI ELLE
VWho?

Leon grunbles, jogs back to the suit rack as Danielle rushes
after him

Leon shifts the suits as Danielle watches The Reaper step out
of the fitting roomand stop in front of a mrror.

DANI ELLE
Hey, you see that guy?

Leon gl ares at The Reaper.

LEON
Yeah, what about hi nf?

DANI ELLE
He's tall.

LEON
Clearly.

Dani el | e watches The Reaper re-enter the fitting room

DANI ELLE
Thin too, guy could use a Happy Meal.

LEON
You' d just want the toy.
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DANI ELLE

They're real collectible you know?
LEON

Rem nd nme never to visit your

apart ment .
Danielle cracks a smle as Louann suddenly stonps forward.

L OUANN
Now, what are you two doi ng?

LEON
Rel ax boss, we're working.

Louann groans as The Reaper steps up to the register and
pl aces the suit and shoes on top.

LOUANN
Has he been hel ped?

Leon bites his lip, sweat drips off his forehead.
Louann narrows her eyes at Leon's forehead, furrows her brow.

L QUANN
| s somet hi ng wrong?

LEON
No? OF course not. Wiy do you ask?

Louann squints her eyes towards Leon's forehead.
Leon | ooks up as a bead of sweat hits his eyes.
Dani el | e sni ckers.

Leon wipes it off and onto his pants.

L OUANN
| don't pay you enough to afford a
time-out.

LEON
Li sten Louann, | don't think..

Dani el l e junps forward.

DANI ELLE
|"s just really hot in here you know,
fromall that wool and pol yester.
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LOUANN
| better ask M. Stone than about the
A C.

Louann narrows her eyes up at the A/C unit above her and
stonps away.

Leon rel axes and pats Danielle's shoul der.

LEON
Thanks.
DANI ELLE
That' Il cost you today's | unch.

Leon chuckles only for a famliar whistle to pierce his ears.

Leon freezes, turns to the register and wat ches The Reaper
browse a sel ection of chocol at es.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Leon sweats, he clenches his fists.
Louann clears her throat, the whistling stops.
Leon rel axes, unfurls his fists.

DANI ELLE
VWhat was all that about?

Leon bites his teeth, marches forward.

Dani el | e wal ks back to the storeroomas Leon steps up to the
regi ster. Louann stands behind him marking up price tags
with a marker.

LEON
Al set?

The Reaper slides the suit and shoes forward along with the
entire display of chocol ate.

THE REAPER
| hope you don't m nd.

Leon sneers, sets the display aside, and unfurls the suit.

LEON
Have we net sonewhere before?
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THE REAPER
This isn't ny first tine in the Quaker
St at e.

LOUANN

Now there's a nane | haven't heard in
thirty years...

THE REAPER
You sure you could have fool ed ne.

Louann bl ushes, as Leon grunbles, folds up the sl eeves.

THE REAPER
How | ong have you been wor ki ng here?

LEON
| uh, just started actually.

Louann cl ears her throat.

Leon grunmbles, folds the suit, sets it aside, grabs the
pants.

LEON
About two years, give or take.

THE REAPER
You wear your experience well.

LEON
Thanks? | thi nk.

Leon places the trousers over the jacket, pulls out a
gi nor nous brown bag from underneath the counter, and sets it
down on top

THE REAPER
Are you all geared up for the fal
season?

LEON
It's May.

The Reaper pulls out a business card fromhis suit pocket and
hands it to Leon.

Leon takes the card, stares down at the fancy purple borders.

LEON
Ni ce borders.



THE REAPER
| m opening up a new store here on the
| ower |evel.

Leon narrows his eyes towards the nane.
G R 'S EMPORI UM

LEON
G R s?

THE REAPER
| named it myself, you see.

Leon flips the card around only to find, nothing.

LEON
Is it like, some kind of a hobby shop?

THE REAPER
More |ike antiques, if you woul d.

Leon sneers, narrows his eyes towards the register.

LEON
Cash or card?

The Reaper flips out a Kenneth Cole wallet, opens it,
pul s out a wad of cash.

Leon whistles, his eyes go w de.

LEON
You carry that nuch around with you?

THE REAPER
To appease the wetched filth that
lurks within South Side Flats.

LEON
Pi ttsburgh?

THE REAPER
A great city, only ruined by it's
shear | ack of hospitality.

LEON
Bad experience?

THE REAPER
The cooki e was stal e.

and

23.
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Leon smrks, places the bills inside the register, and hands
The Reaper his receipt.

LEON
Don't stretch it, it m ght break.

The Reaper shoves it into his pocket.

THE REAPER
The Grand Opening's tonorrow, Noon.

Leon places the suit, pants, and the chocol ate display inside
t he bag.

LEON
That seens a little late, don't you
t hi nk?
THE REAPER
It'll give me tinme to introduce nyself

to the rest of the tenants.
The Reaper takes the bag and exits.

L QUANN
M. Stone ought to be relieved.

Leon flips around.

LEON
Boss?

L OUANN
Do you know how many stores we've | ost
this past year?

LEON
"' m guessing |ike around 207?

Louann huffs, marks another price tag, it rips.

LOUANN
They ought to just tear this place
down and turn it into a distribution
center.

LEON
You think maybe they'd hire us?

Louann smrks, looks to the card in Leon's hands.
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LOUANN
Vel | ?

Leon | eans back on the counter, stares at the card, purses
his |ips.

LEON
This place could really use sonme new
busi ness.

L OQUANN
| f you're thinking about taking tinme
of f...

Leon chuckl es, | ooks out the wi ndow, sighs at the sight of a
boarded up store in the distance.

Louann huffs, drops the marker, and stornms away.

LEON
Where are you goi ng?

L OUANN
To do ny job Leon.

Louann stops, |ooks over her shoul der.

L OUANN
| suggest you do the sane.

Louann storns into the back room

Leon grunbl es, shifts his eyes towards the 20% percent sal es
banner's, back down to the card, and tucks it into his
pocket .

| NT. MONROEVI LLE MALL - FOOD COURT - DAY

Leon and Danielle (wth her head down) sit across from each

other with their lunches as they listen to Carly Sinon's
You' re So_ Vain.

LEON
That bad, huh?

DANI ELLE
| never want to see anot her button-up.

Leon | ooks around the enpty court as Danielle slowy lifts
her head and reaches for a wap.
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LEON
You renenber how busy this place used
to be?

Dani el l e sighs and turns towards a boarded up restaurant to
her left.

DANI ELLE
Orange Juli us.

LEON
And Kenny Rogers.

DANI ELLE
| could really go for a Strawberry
Banana ri ght now.

LEON
| got it! Let's get a DeLorean.

Dani el l e snickers and takes a bite of her wrap.

DANI ELLE
Yeah, those were the days.

LEON
Doesn't seemthat |ong ago too.

DANI ELLE
You think maybe your Dad will try to
do sonething too bring it back?
Leon scow s.

LEON
Wth what? A Dave and Busters?

Dani el l e snickers and takes a sip of her drink.

DANI ELLE
So, howd it go?

LEON
Wth?

Danielle glares at him
Leon huffs, grabs his wap and takes a bite.

LEON
M. Reaper.
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DANI ELLE
M . Reaper?

LEON
Kind of fits him don't you think?

Dani el | e nods.

DANI ELLE
Al that was m ssing the cloak.

Leon grunbl es as TI FFANY PAXTON (20s), tall, African-
Anerican, lover of all things Halloween, suddenly steps up to
t he table.

TI FFANY
Ur gh, Subway?

LEON
Hey Tiff.

TI FFANY

Don't tell me A&W cl osed.

Danielle and Leon bite their tongues as Tiffany stares at a
boarded up A&Wrest aurant.

TI FFANY
Guess |I'lIl be adding that one to ny
list.

Tiffany grunbles, pulls out a chair, plops down, takes out a
fl oorplan of the Monroeville Mall and a highlighter and
crosses out the restaurant.

DANI ELLE
So, how are things at Express?
TI FFANY
You nean how aren't things.
LEON
It can't be worse than we are.
TI FFANY
Do you want to know how I spent ny
nor ni ng?
Leon and Danielle watch as Tiffany opens her purse, lifts it

up, and turns it upside down.
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The couple's eyes go wide as a nmountain of white clothing
strings fall out.

DANI ELLE
How many is that?

Tl FFANY
| lost count around 100.

Leon's jaw drops as Tiffany shoves the strings back into her
pur se.

TI FFANY
| ought to just cut ny | osses and
apply to like Wal -Mart or sonet hing.

LEON
As what ? Mai nt enance?

Tiffany scow s.

DANI ELLE
Ch, cone on, you'll mss this place
when it cl oses.

Leon narrows his eyes at the floorplan, raises his brow

LEON
s that a fl oorplan?

Tiffany smrks, scoots close to Leon, and begins pointing to
several spaces marked with an X

TI FFANY
Boscov's, Banana Republic, Charlotte
Russe, Apple..

Leon chuckl es.

LEON
Don't | mss that.

TI FFANY
Renember when we all waited in |ine
out si de EB?

DANI ELLE

Bl ack Friday, 2006.

LEON
| still got my Wi hooked up.
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TI FFANY
Check out my ring-tone.
Tiffany taps on her phone.

Daniell e and Leon lean in. They snicker as the tune of the
Wi Shop Channel drones out.

LEON
Ain't that a nene now?

DANI ELLE
They always try to make sonet hi ng out
of anyt hi ng.

TI FFANY
Ch, | just renenbered.

Tiffany reaches into her pocket and holds up The Reaper's
busi ness card.

TI FFANY
Guess what's opening up?

Leon snatches the card from her hands.

LEON
No way.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Leon takes the card and stares down at it.
G R s Enporium

LEON
Where did you get this?

TI FFANY
By sone weird creepy | ooking dude;
| ooked an awful |ot |ike Punpkin Jack.

Danielle does a little dance in her chair.
DANI ELLE
(singing)
This is Hall oween. ..

Leon shakes hi s head.



Dani el l e grunbles, stops as Tiffany claps her hands.

TI FFANY
Way to kill the nood Qogi e.

Leon stares down at the card.

LEON
(to hinself)
You're really intent are opening this
pl ace, aren't you?

DANI ELLE
Uh, Leon?

Leon sneers, rips the card in half.

TI FFANY
You owe ne.

LEON
Trust ne, you're m ssing nothing.

Ti ffany groans.

TI FFANY
So, we all still on for that novie
t oni ght ?
LEON
Yeah, about that.
TI FFANY
Let nme guess, GAP?
DANI ELLE
Ew.
LEON
Tiff...
Ti ffany stands up.
TI FFANY
Well, | just got paid this week so..
Dani el | e grunbl es.
DANI ELLE

Tiff...

30.
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Ti ffany nudges Danielle and struts away.

LEON
| promise, |'ll keep her away fromthe
pur ses.

DANI ELLE
Pl ease.

Leon and Danielle stand up and grab their trash.
| NT. CBL PROPERTIES - THOVAS' S OFFI CE - DAY

Thomas stares at a picture of hinself, down-to-earth
housewi fe, VALERI E STONE (40s) and Leon (8) in front of him
as rain and wi nd pound hard on the gl ass w ndows.

The phone on his desk rings.
Thomas reaches over and picks it up.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
This is Thonas.

THE REAPER (O S.)
Greetings M. Stone. How are you
enj oyi ng the weat her?

Thormas | ooks towards the w ndow.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
It's doom and gl oom as usual M...?

THE REAPER (Q. S.)
G You may call me G

THOVAS
(into the phone)
How can | hel p you?

THE REAPER (O.S.)
l'"d like to inquire about your
t enants.

Thomas pauses, | eans forward.
THOVAS

(into the phone)
|"'mafraid | didn't catch that.
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THE REAPER (O.S.)
How | ong have they been in the
busi ness?

Thomas turns towards the file cabinet, to the picture.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
"' m not sure how that concerns you.

THE REAPER (O S.)
I"mafraid it's quite inportant.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
You runni ng sone kind of survey?

THE REAPER (Q. S.)
If I was, would | be asking for your
perm ssi on?

Thomas grunbl es, grips the phone.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
That information is confidential,
cl assifi ed.

THE REAPER (O S.)
Hrm perhaps, maybe this will change
your m nd?

A bolt of lightning strikes the wi ndow next to Thonmas's desk.
Thomas screans, drops the phone as Kathy barges in.

THOVAS
It's alright.

Kat hy exits as Thomas takes a deep breath and picks up the
phone.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Expl ai n yoursel f.

THE REAPER (O S.)
Mot her Nature and | have forned a
little alliance, so to speak.
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THOVAS
(into the phone)
An al liance?

THE REAPER (O. S.)
I"'mafraid the details are quite
confidenti al .

THOVAS
(into the phone)
You don't say.

Thomas stares at Leon in the picture.

THE REAPER (O. S.)
So? Do we have an agreenent, or?

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Qut of the question.

The Reaper tsk tsk's over the phone.

THE REAPER (Q. S.)
So, you've nmade your choice than.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
"' m not scared of you.

THE REAPER (O.S.)
Oh, you shoul d be.

The |ine goes dead.

Thomas sl ans the phone down on the receiver and presses the
call button.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Kat hy.

KATHY (O S.)
Yes M. Stone?

Thomas picks up the picture.
THOVAS

(into the phone)
| need you to do sone research for ne.
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Thomas traces his hands over Leon in the picture.
| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - MACY'S - SHCE AREA - NI GHT

Dani ell e and Leon sit next to each as Tiffany, purse around
her arm stands near a shoe display, holding up a pair of
sandals. Two white bl ouses rest on Danielle's lap, still on
t heir hangers.

TI FFANY
How about these?

Dani el |l e and Leon shake their heads.

Tiffany grunbles, sets them back down, and noves towards
anot her pair.

DANI ELLE
Sone date this it.

LEON
Conme on, it's not that bad.

Dani el l e groans as Tiffany rushes over carrying a pair of
pl atforns.

TI FFANY
Vel | ?

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Tiffany shows Leon the platforns.

LEON
Last |'ve heard, disco died.

Tiffany snorts, chucks the shoes into Leon's face, and storns
away .

DANI ELLE
Tiff.
Dani el | e grunbl es.
LEON
What ?
DANI ELLE

Coul d you try, not being honest for
once?



35.
LEON
Sorry.

Dani el |l e pi cks the shoes up off the ground and as the shoe
sal eswoman, DOROTHY (50s) steps up

DOROTHY
| nt er est ed?

DANI ELLE
well. ..

LEON

Actually, she'd like to try on a pair.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Leon grabs a box of black romata's from behi nd them and hands
themto Danielle.

LEON
Go on.

Dani el | e begrudgi ngly opens the box and | ooks i nside.

DANI ELLE
Romat a' s?

LEON
You know, for work.

Dani el | e shoos Dorothy away and cl oses the box.

LEON
el | ?
DANI ELLE
Well, | think that's enough shopping

for one night.

Dani el | e grabs her bl ouses, stands up, and heads to the
checkout area with Leon.

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - MACY'S - REQ STER - N GHT

Leon and Danielle slowy step up to the register, only to
find it, enpty.

LEON
| ncr edi bl e.
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DANI ELLE
Guess we shoul d be keeping an eye out
for a liquidation sale, huh?

Leon scans the area around him searching for an enpl oyee,
but strangely enough, finds nobody, not even a single a
cust oner.

THE REAPER (O S.)
Having a bit of trouble?

Leon and Danielle jolt around to find The Reaper standing
across fromthem wearing his newly bought maroon suit.

Leon steps in front of Danielle.

LEON
VWhat are you doi ng here?
THE REAPER
| just finished ny chat with the
manager .
DANI ELLE
For ?
THE REAPER

| have to keep an eye on ny
conpetition.

LEON
Conpetition?

The Reaper snatches the box of shoes from Danielle.

THE REAPER
You won't be needi ng those.

Leon nudges Daniell e aside and shoves hinmself into The
Reaper's face.

LEON
Wio the hell do you think you are?

The lights shut off.

DANI ELLE
It can't be closing tinme already?

Leon checks hi s watch.
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7: 55PM

Leon turns back to the register, scans the store for an
enpl oyee.

Si | ence, nothing, nobody, expect for...
The Reaper.

Leon takes the bl ouses, sets them down on the counter, and
t akes Daniell e's hand.

LEON
We shoul d go.

DANI ELLE
But, what about...?

Leon | eads Daniell e away as The Reaper opens the box and
takes out a romata.

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - MACY'S - ENTRANCE - NI GHT

Leon and Danielle stroll up to the gate to the mall to find
it surprisingly, still open.

DANI ELLE
Maybe t hey forgot about it.

LEON
Never m nd that, where's..

Tiffany junps out in fromthem and snaps a photo with her
phone.

Leon and Danielle scream junp back.

Tl FFANY
Got you.

DANI ELLE
Fuck you Tiff.

TI FFANY
You shoul d' ve seen your faces.

Leon grabs Tiffany's phone and chucks it to the ground.

Tiffany hastily snatches it fromthe ground.



38.

Tl FFANY
You coul d' ve broken it!

LEON
Now, that wouldn't be too much of a
| oss now, would it?

Tiffany gives Leon the finger and stonps away.

LEON
Thi nk she'll give over it?

Leon and Danielle grunble, exit, narrowmy m ssing the corpse
of the shoes sal esman Dor ot hy, snushed behind them inside
the corner of the gate.

I NT. LEON' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - N GHT

Leon sits on his bed, laptop in front of him radar images
scattered about as the popul ar | ocal weatherman WALTER HUTTON
(40s), relays the weather on the TV.

WALTER
You can expect quite a bit of sunshine
tomorrow in the early norning hours.
Al t hough, there may be a slight shower
around lunchtinme so don't forget to
throw on your rain coats..

Leon draws a circle on a radar inmage as the news anchor on
the TV, SUSANNA (40s) turns to Walter

SUSANNA
Hopefully we won't have any ot her
unexpected showers |ike today, won't
we \Walter?

WALTER
Mot her Nature has her ways Susanna.

SUSANNA
Up next, a nmurder at a Macy's store in
the Monroeville Mall has raised sone
questions for |ocal investigators.

Leon frantically grabs the renote and turns up the vol une.

SUSANNA
Police are saying that a guard found
t he body of the Dorothy Carlson, the
store's manager wedged behi nd the
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store's security gate upon doing his
usual check-in.

On the screen, Leon watches as two EMI"s wheel out Dorothy's
body.

SUSANNA
Aut horities have not yet identified...

Suddenly, his cell phone rings.

Leon picks it up and | ooks towards the caller 1D
DAD.

He answers.

LEON
(into the phone)
Dad? It's been a while.

THOWAS (O S.)
How s your studying going?

LEON
(into the phone)
Forget that, did you hear about...

THOWAS (O S.)
If you're referring to that incident

at Macy's. ..
LEON
So, you know t han?
THOVAS
It'Il be the first thing | take care

of tonorrow norni ng.

Leon slowy turns and | ooks towards the nightstand where a
picture of hinself (8) and Valerie stare back at him

LEON
(into the phone)
Listen, this is going to sound a
little strange, but, have you net...

THOMAS (0. S.)
A man who | ooks an awful like...?

Thomas grunbl es.



THOMAS (O.S.)
| just |leased hima new store the
ot her day.

LEON
(into the phone)
G eat. Snpoth nove, Dad.

THOWVAS (O S.)
He had an inpressive history. O, so |
t hought . ..

Leon | eans forward.

LEON
ad (into the phone)

THOWAS (O S.)
(into the phone)
Pl ease, don't get yourself involved in
this Leon, for ne, Dani.

LEON
(into the phone)
Onh really? You sure you can handle it,
all by yourself?

THOVAS (O S.)
Leon?

LEON
(into the phone)
You said the sane thing to Mom You
know, before..

THOWVAS (O. S.)
You know how t hi ngs were back than.

LEON
(into the phone)
Ch sure, you care to rem nd ne?

THOWAS (O S.)
Pl ease Leon, not now.

LEON
(into the phone)
Fine, just brush it aside for the
mllionth time, than.

40.
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THOVAS (O. S.)
Speaki ng about your nother. ..

Leon grits his teeth, turns to the picture.

LEON
(into the phone)
So, tonorrow than? 8: 307?

THOWAS (O S.)
"Il meet you under the arch

Leon hangs up and flops down on his bed.

EXT. CEMETERY - ENTRANCE - DAY

Dark green clouds fill the sky around a neatly naintained
cenetery as Leon pulls up to next to Thomas and his Lincoln

Town Car underneath a | arge arch

Leon steps out, wearing a black shirt with jeans, backpack
around hi s shoul ders, closes the door,

THOVAS
"' mglad you could nake it.

LEON
Let's just get this over wth.

Leon follows Thomas into the cenetery.
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Thomas and Leon wal k past several graves until they stop in
front of Valerie's.

Thomas bends down and places his hand on top of it.
VALERI E STONE
1966- 2008

THOVAS
Happy birthday | ove.

Thomas | owers his head in as Leon | ooks up towards the sky.
THOVAS

She'd be real proud of you right now,
you know that, right?



Leon snorts.

Thomas si ghs, stands up.

THOVAS
Leon.
Leon sneers at him
LEON
Dad.
THOVAS

It's been well over a year now since
we' ve tal ked.

LEON
| s that supposed to nmake ne feel any
better?

Thomas stares at Valerie' s grave.

THOVAS
| know |'ve nmade sone m st akes.
LEON
Oh yeah, sone.
THOVAS
But that doesn't changed the fact that
| | oved her.
LEON
Pfft, sure.

Thomas whacks Leon hard on the cheek.
THOVAS
Don't think for one mnute that |
wasn't aware. ..

Leon grits his teeth.

LEON

Way didn't you ever cone honme?
THOVAS

Leon.
LEON

Were were you when | needed you?

42.
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Thomas rai ses his hand towards Leon.
Leon snmacks it aside.
Thomas st onps away.

LEON
Dad, wait...

CAW
A crow swoops in and knocks Leon to the ground.

LEON
Shit!

THOVAS
Leon?

Thomas runs back over and bends down as the crow flies away.

THOVAS
Are you alright?
LEON
Yeah. ..
CAW CAW

Leon and Thonas flip around to find the crow perched on top
of Valerie's grave.

CAW

CAW CAW

Thomas and Leon slowly stand up and nove towards it.
CAW

The crow jerks, it's novenent becones erratic.

LEON
Dad?

Thomas puts his hand in front of Leon as the crow falls off
the grave and hits the ground.

Thomas and Leon stare down and watch as the crowtwists its
head i n an unt hi nkable way, tw tches, before conpletely going
nmot i onl ess.
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Thomas and Leon | ook to each other as a flash of lighting
suddenly fills the sky. The pair ook up at the green clouds
as a runble of thunder pierces the air.

EXT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - PARKI NG LOT - DAY
Danielle stares up at the sky as Leon pulls up and steps out.

DANI ELLE
So, howd it go?

Leon cl oses the door, glares at Danielle.

DANI ELLE
You see those cl ouds?

A flash of lighting fills the sky, followed by a runble of
t hunder .

LEON
Yeah, tornado weat her for sure.

DANI ELLE
You think we m ght get one?

Leon shakes hi s head.

Danielle stares up at the sky as Leon pulls out the Reaper's
busi ness card.

LEON
Heh, G R's.
DANI ELLE
Leon?
LEON
You feel like clocking in early?

EXT. MONROEVI LLE MALL - G R 'S EMPORI UM - DAY

Dani ell e and Leon reach the end of the corridor and turn
| eft.

LEON
This should be it.

Leon and Danielle | ook up.

An ornate purple sign hangs above the entrance, with bold
white letters that bleed into a deep bl ack background.
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DANI ELLE
Ww, this guy sure |oves his purple.

Leon and Danielle peek inside the gate. Inside, the shelves
are lined with various knick-knacks. On the wall hang several
tapestry's. Near the left side sits a pedestal holding a

t ome.

LEON
Hmm guess he wasn't ki ddi ng about the
fall season

DANI ELLE
oK?

LEON
Hey, what tine is it?

Dani el |l e takes out her phone and shows Leon the tine.
11: 30am

LEON
Well, looks like were early.

Dani el |l e puts her phone away,

Leon peeks back inside the gates as Danielle stares at the
enpty stores around her.

LEON
Dani ? What is it?

DANI ELLE
Doesn't this place look a bit nore
enpty to you?

Leon stares at the enpty stores.

LEON
Weren't they just open the other day?

DANI ELLE
You think it has sonething to do with
what happened | ast ni ght?

LEON
So, you saw it too than.

Leon | ooks up at The Reaper's store sign.



46.

LEON
Conpeti tion.
DANI ELLE
Leon?
LEON
Hey, do you think that nmaybe, maybe
he. ..

THE REAPER (O. S.)
Curious about ny wares, are you?

Leon junps back as The Reaper steps out from behind him

LEON
Where'd you cone fronf

THE REAPER
| was giving nyself the grand tour.

The Reaper stares down the hallway, |ooks up at a skylight.
THE REAPER

This is quite an exquisite building
i ndeed, nothing |ike Rolling Acres.

DANI ELLE
That old dead nmall in Ohio?
THE REAPER
Razed mal |, dear girl, get your words

right.

Leon and Danielle watch as The Reaper pulls up a pocket watch
hangi ng around his pants, opens it, and checks the tine.

THE REAPER

We don't open for another hour, |I'm
afrai d.

LEON
We'll cone back |ater.

Leon and Danielle turn to | eave, only for The Reaper's icy
cold hand to stop them

THE REAPER
However . ..

Leon and Danielle slowy turn around.
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THE REAPER
| suppose you may have a | ook around.
The Reaper takes out a key and thrusts it inside the gate.

DANI ELLE
Did you see the news?

THE REAPER
Yes, little Dorothy, quite a tragedy.

The Reaper pulls the gate up and steps back.

THE REAPER
Of to the yellow brick road she
goes. ..

LEON

You don't sound that upset.

THE REAPER
Oh pl ease, forgive ne.

The Reaper shuts his eyes, |owers his head.

Danielle and Leon lean in and watch as The Reaper suddenly
sniffles, lifts his head.

The Reaper, his eyes filled to the brimw th tears, pulls out
a handkerchief fromhis suit pocket and blows his nose into

it.
Dani el l e and Leon grunble as The Reaper clears his throat.
THE REAPER
Let us say a prayer, for our dear
friend Ms. Dandri dge.

LEON
You can stop.

The Reaper beans, tosses the handkerchi ef aside, and bows.

THE REAPER
Wel come to G R s. |If you have any
inquiries, I will be happy to answer
t hem

LEON

Thanks.
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The Reaper di sappears inside.
Leon steps forward only for Danielle to pull him back.

DANI ELLE
Hey, | don't know about this.

LEON
Come on, it's not |ike were going to
buy anything, right?
Daniell e takes a deep breath and follows Leon into the store.
| NT. CBL PROPERTIES - THOVAS S OFFI CE - DAY

Thomas wites on a piece of paper as Kathy KNOCKS at his
door .

THOVAS
Yes?

Kathy steps in with a | arge stack of papers.

KATHY
| have the information you requested
about M. G?

Thomas sets down his pen and waves her in.

Kat hy shuts the door, rushes up to Thomas's desk and pl unks
t he stack down on top.

Kat hy huffs, steps back, w pes her forehead.

THOVAS
You | ook di straught.

KATHY
| had to contact over twenty property
managers just to get these files.

THOVAS
Well, what did you find?

Kat hy narrows her eyes towards the stack.

Thomas puts his gl asses, picks up a paper, and raises it to
his face.

KATHY
5 unrenewed | eases, 3 clauses, and 2
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br eaches.

THOVAS
Br eaches?

KATHY
He was caught stealing sonme equi pnent
froma Nordstromup in Syracuse.

Kat hy wal ks behind the desk and points towards a section of
t he paper.

Thomas | eans forward, his eyes go w de.

KATHY
| know, bizarre, ain't it?

THOVAS
| take it that's not all you found?

Kat hy pulls out a piece of paper fromthe stack and sets it
down in front of Thonas.

Thomas stares down at the paper, up at Kathy.

THOVAS
This is...?

KATHY
A report on Randall Park, shortly
after it closed.
Kat hy | eans forward, |owers her voice.

KATHY
| think you should take a | ook.

Kat hy exits.
Thomas clears his throat, raises the paper to his face.

Thomas' s hands trenble as he slowy sets down the paper and
removes his gl asses.

Thomas stares at the picture, junps up, and bolts to the
door .

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - G R 'S EMPORI UM - DAY

Leon stares up at several tapestry's lining the wall as
Danielle stares at a pair of snow gl obes on a packed shelf.
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Danielle takes one, lifts it up, searches for a price tag.
DANI ELLE
So, I'maguessing it's free, than?

THE REAPER (Q. S.)
Al'l prices are negoti able.

Leon and Danielle stare at The Reaper who stands behind the
counter, hands behind his back, nouth plastered with a smle,
whi | e Madonna's Ray of Light echoes all around him

LEON
You a fan of Madonna?

THE REAPER
| met her once in an | CU during her
World Tour | ast year.

DANI ELLE
Real | y?

THE REAPER
Bacterial infection, quite serious.

LEON
She forgot to give you an autograph or
somet hi ng?

THE REAPER
On the contrary.

The Reaper pulls out a signed photo of Madonna in her 20s.

LEON
| bet that's worth a fortune.

THE REAPER
20,000 dollars last time | checked.

Dani ell e sets the snow gl obe back on the shelf and noves
towards a wall of nodels as Leon turns to a tapestry with a
uni que Chi nese pattern.

THE REAPER (O. S.)
Remar kable isn't it?

Leon junps back to find The Reaper suddenly standing next to
hi m

Leon wat ches as The Reaper reaches forward and traces his



fingers over the cloth.

THE REAPER
Hand- woven of course, pure silKk.

LEON
Real | y?

Leon feels the fabric for hinself.

THE REAPER
| mported strai ght from Shanghai's
finest Geisha's, if | mght add.

LEON
Aren't Ceisha's supposed to be
Japanese?

THE REAPER
A common m sconcepti on.

51.

Leon grunbl es, pulls his hand back and | ooks at the price

t ag.
$99. 99

THE REAPER
Wel |, what do you think?

LEON
Is that your final price?

The Reaper sneers.

THE REAPER
$75.

LEON
$50.

THE REAPER

Do you how many silkwornms it takes to
produce one pound of raw sil k?

LEON
| take it by that | ook on your face
that it's alot?

The Reaper narrow s his eyes at Leon.

Leon begrudgi ngly takes the tapestry off the wall

and hands
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it to The Reaper.

The Reaper beans and snatches the tapestry out of Leon's
hand.

THE REAPER
A deci sion you won't regret.

The Reaper wal ks up to the register as Danielle steps
forward, enpty-handed.

LEON
Not hi ng?

Dani el | e shakes her head as Leon's phone rings.
Leon takes it out and stares at the caller |ID
DAD.

Leon snorts, tries to put it away.

DANI ELLE
Leon.

Leon grunbl es, steps away, answers it.

LEON
Bad (into the phone)

THOVAS (O S.)
Where are you two right now?

LEON
(into the phone)
At GR s. That new junk store that
opened up near Penney's.

THOWAS (O S.)
s "he" with you?

Leon slowy | ooks to Danielle before quickly turning towards
the regi ster where The Reaper stands behind the counter,
folding up the tapestry.

LEON
(into the phone)
Yeah, why?
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THOWAS (O S.)
Do your old father a favor would you
son?

LEON
oo (into the phone)

THOWVAS (O S.)
Stay far away fromthat place. Don't
gi ve that man, whoever he calls
hi msel f, any of your busi ness.

Leon slowy turns and stares back at The Reaper at the
counter where he finds himwhispering that fam |iar om nous
t une.

THOVAS (O S.)
Leon?

Leon | owers the phone, steps forward.

Danielle follows himas Leon stops at the counter and gl ares
at The Reaper.

LEON
My not her taught me that song.

THE REAPER
She was quite a woman, a shane of what
happened to her.

Leon stiffens.

LEON
How?

DANI ELLE
Leon?

THOVAS (O S5)
Leon?

THE REAPER

Al part of my work.

LEON
Wor k?

The Reaper narrows his eyes at Leon.



54.

Leon rai ses the phone to his ear.
LEON
(into the phone)
"Il call you back

THOMAS (O S.)
Leon!

Leon hangs up, shoves his phone in his pocket.

LEON
Tal k.

THE REAPER
About ?

Leon slanms his fist down on the counter, his body trenbles.
Danielle gently places her arns around Leon.

Leon rel axes, takes her hand.

LEON
There's no way you coul d' ve been
t here.

THE REAPER

Appear ances can be decei vi ng.

DANI ELLE
Aren't you |ike 307

The Reaper places the tapestry into a black and purpl e bag
marked, with the GR logo, in white Com c Sans Font and
slides it towards Leon.

THE REAPER
Well, there you go. Al nice and snug
for you for it's long and peril ous
journey into the unknown.

DANI ELLE
It's just a cloth.

THE REAPER
Ch, is it now?

Leon takes out his wallet and hands The Reaper his credit
card only for himto push it back into his hands.
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THE REAPER
Cash only, I'm afraid.

Leon puts the card back inside his wallet and pulls out three
twenties.

LEON
You, didn't get your nmachi ne yet, or?

The Reaper scow s.

THE REAPER
Those useless things can rot in a
[andfill for all that it's worth.

Leon hands The Reaper hi s npney.

The Reaper takes it, shoves into the register, and hands Leon
his receipt.

THE REAPER
| ook forward to our next mneeting.

Leon grabs the receipt, shoves it into the bag, and exits
with Danielle. As The Reaper watches them|eave, he slowy
pi cks up his pocket watch, opens it, and checks the tine.

THE REAPER
My, ny, it's opening tine.

The Reaper snaps the pocket watch shut.
| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - JOS A. BANK STORE - DAY
Dani el l e and Leon sit behind the register.

DANI ELLE
VWhat was all that about?

As Leon opens his nmouth, Louann suddenly cones marching over.

LOUANN (O. S.)
You both better have a good reason for
j ust standing around.

Leon and Danielle groan and flip around as Louann stops in
front of them

LEON
Hm | don't know?
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Louann slowy turns and | ooks around the store. Enptiness in
the formof Pharrell WIliams Happy bl eeds into her ears.

L OUANN
This isn't going to | ook good for next
nont h.

DANI ELLE

Wiy don't we try running anot her
pronotion? Like the one we did | ast
year ?

LEON
Oh yeah, SlimFit Saturday's, renenber
how f abul ous that went?

DANI ELLE
It brought in a few people.

LEON
Yeah, and Joseph.

L OQUANN
Were is that slacker anyway?

LEON
Probably behind a Crusi'n USA cabi net.

Louann grunbles, stares out into the mall.

DANI ELLE
Well we coul d al ways do anot her m x-
and-match. Two for 1?

Louann | ooks back to a pile of sale banners near the back
corner of the backroomand a strew of letters next to it.

L QUANN
Yes, that just m ght work.

LEON
Uh, boss?

L QUANN
Act busy.

Louann nmarches into the storeroom

LEON
Well, looks |like there's some hope..
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DANI ELLE
Not for |ong.

LEON
= 10117

Dani el | e cocks her head towards the w ndow.
Leon stares out into the mall, spots the enpty storefronts.

LEON
G eat, nore?

Leon slowy turns to his bag as he catches a glinpse of two

SHOPPERS (20s) wal king by, carrying two black and purpl e bags
with the ubiquitous G R 1 ogo.

Leon grunbl es, clenches his fists.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

LEON
He's up to sonet hing.

CRASH
Leon and Danielle whip their heads towards the storeroom

LEON
"1l be right back

Leon steps away as Danielle' s phone vibrates.
Danielle takes it out and reads Tiffany's text.

TI FFANY ( TEXT)
Hey, you busy?

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - G R 'S EMPORI UM - DAY

Tiffany's jaw drops as she | ooks up at the various Hal |l oween-
themed trinkets Iining the shel ves above her.

DANI ELLE
| don't know about this.

TI FFANY
This is, awesone!

Tiffany giggles like a child, rushes towards a small figurine
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of a spider on the shelf, and shows it to Danielle.

TI FFANY
Wel |, what do you think?

Dani el l e makes a f ace.

DANI ELLE
| hate spiders.

TI FFANY
Tch.

DANI ELLE

Where woul d you even put that?

TI FFANY
My dresser? Hell o!

DANI ELLE
We shoul dn't even be here.

Tiffany lifts up the figurine, checks the bottomfor a price
as Danielle eyes several strange nmask on the wall.

Daniell e stops at an ol d corded phone, perched on top of a
pedest al .

LUCI NDA (O . S.)
It's a spirit phone.

Danielle turns around to find LUCI NDA (50s), an enigmatic
wonman wearing a | ong bohem an dress and carrying a snal
clutch staring back at her.

DANI ELLE
A what ?

Lucinda rolls her eyes.
LUCI NDA
A spirit phone. It's let's you
communi cate with the deceased.

Dani el |l e scratches her head.

Luci nda groans, pulls out a card fromher clutch and hands it
to her.

LUCI NDA
My card.
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Dani el l e takes the card, | ooks down at it.
LUCI NDA' S READI NGS AND TAROT
189 | NTERLAKEN DR

DANI ELLE
Tar ot ?

LUCI NDA
| specialize in all things strange and
super nat ur al

Daniell e stares back at the card as Lucinda exits.

DANI ELLE
Hey!

Nobody.

Danielle groans as Tiffany steps up to her from behind,
hol ding a G R bag.

Tl FFANY
| am so stoked!

Danielle bites her lip, turns around.

DANI ELLE
You bought, it didn't you?

TI FFANY
And that's not all. ..

Dani el l e wat ches as Tiffany reaches inside her bag and pulls
out a Laserdisc copy of Scream

DANI ELLE
A Laserdi sc?

TI FFANY
Director's Cut.

Dani el |l e snatches the Laserdisc out of Tiffany's hand and
reads the back of it.

DANI ELLE
VWat's the difference?

TI FFANY
20 seconds restored footage.
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DANI ELLE
(© g

Tl FFANY
Drew Barrynore's guts.

Dani el l e nakes a face, shoves the Laserdi sc back in her
hands.

Tiffany groans, puts the novie back in the bag.

Tl FFANY
So, what'd you find, anything?

Danielle turns to the phone, Tiffany does the sane.

TI FFANY
| don't get it.

THE REAPER (O.S.)
Quite an interesting piece, wouldn't
you say?

Danielle and Tiffany junp back and flip around to find The
Reaper towering above them hands firmy clasped behind his
back.

THE REAPER
|s there a probl enf?
DANI ELLE
Whul d you pl ease stop doing that?
THE REAPER
|s there sonething wong with how
greet?
TI FFANY

You can say that.

THE REAPER
VWhat a conundrum

The Reaper shoves both girls aside, steps up to the phone,
and stares down at it.

The Reaper's lip's curl into a sinister sneer.

DANI ELLE
Does it work?
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THE REAPER
Allow me to denpnstrate.

Danielle and Tiffany watch The Reaper as he picks up the
phone of f the receiver.

THE REAPER
Anyone in particular you' d like to
chat with?

Danielle turns to Tiffany who shakes her head, raises her
hands, and steps back.

THE REAPER
Vel | ?

DANI ELLE
Valerie Stone, if you don't m nd.

The Reaper smirks and dials the nunber.

TI FFANY
Hey, how did you know. ..

The Reaper narrows his eyes at Tiffany.

THE REAPER
Hush, wait your turn

Ti ffany shudders, steps back as The Reaper hands Danielle the
phone.

Danielle's hands trenbl e as she takes the phone and slowy
puts it to her ear.

DANI ELLE
(into the phone)
Hel | 0?

VALERI E (O S.)
Dani? My god, is it really you?

Danielle's eyes go wide, her jaw drops. The Reaper stares
back at her with his all too famliar crooked smle

TI FFANY
el | ?

DANI ELLE
(into the phone)
Yeah. It's nme. Wiere are you?
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VALER E (O. S.)
| don't know. | can't see anything in
t his damm dar kness.

DANI ELLE
(into the phone)
| don't understand?

Tl FFANY
Dani ?

VALERI E (O S.)
It's been so long since |'ve heard
sonebody' s voi ce. Were's Leon
sweet heart? Is he. ..

The Reaper suddenly takes the phone from Danielle and sl ans
it back down on the receiver

THE REAPER
Vel | ?

DANI ELLE
How nuch?

| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - UPPER LEVEL - DAY

Thomas stands in front of a store as he and the Bath and Body
wor ks manager, DI ANA (40s) watch The Reaper schnpboze with the
rat her unstable wine store's manager, GARRETT (30s).

THOVAS
You're positive?

D ana nods.

Thomas rushes towards The Reaper as Diana resunmes adjusting
her di spl ays.

Thomas steps up to the pair and | eans in.

THE REAPER
| don't understand why you hesitate?

GARRETT
|'"'mnot interested, if that's what
you' re aski ng.

Thomas shifts his eyes towards The Reaper's hand where he
spots himholding a small, unusually | ooking nodel of a
haunt ed house.
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The Reaper narrows his eyes at Thomas before shoving the
nodel into Garrett's hands.

THE REAPER
Consider it a gift.

Garrett takes the nodel, furrows his brow as The Reaper pats
Thomas on the shoul der and wal ks away.

THOVAS
Are you alright, Garrett?

GARRETT
Yeah, | think so.

Garrett continues to stare down at the nodel as Thomas
wat ches The Reaper step on the escal ator down the corridor.

GARRETT (Q. S.)
s it true?

Thomas flips around.

GARRETT
Are you really going to close this
whol e pl ace down?

THOVAS
Now, where the hell in god's nane did
you hear that?

Garrett shifts his eyes towards the escal ators, Thomas does
t he sane.

GARRETT
Well, it's not |ike we're doing that
great anyway.

THOVAS
What ot her |ies has he been feeding
you?

GARRETT
Sir?

Thomas suddenly grabs Garrett's collar and pins himagainst
one of the displays.

Garrett shudders, he sweats.
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GARRETT
M. Stone?

THOVAS
This is a very serious nmatter.

Garrett's hand's trenble as he pulls out The Reaper's
busi ness card from his pocket and hands it to Thonas.

GARRETT
He kept going on and on about his
mer chandi se. ..

Thomas takes the card, releases Garrett, stares down at it.

GARRETT
Said he would offer ne the deal of a
lifetine.

THOVAS

VWhat ki nd of deal ?

GARRETT
Vell. ..

Garrett stares down at the nodel in his hands.

GARRETT
Sonet hi ng about seeing ny future?

THOVAS
Li ke sone kind of clairvoyant?

Garrett hands Thonas t he nodel .

Thomas stares down the haunted house and gives it one good
shake.

THOVAS

|"ve seen better toys made in China.
GARRETT

Do you think he really nmeans what he

says?

Thomas turns back to the escal ators and watches a pair of
SHOPPERS (30s) rush by with G R bags.

GARRETT
M. Stone?
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THOVAS
|'mnot quite sure, carry on.

Thomas hands Garrett back the nodel and rushes towards the
escal at or s.

Garrett sighs, grabs a wine bottle off of one of the
di splays, and re-enters his store.

I NT. CBL PROPERTIES - THOVAS' S OFFI CE - DAY

Thomas sits down, pulls out The Reaper's | ease agreenent, and
flips it open.

Thomas turns and turns, until his finger rests near the
bottom of the page.

THOVAS
Yes, yes of course.

Thomas phone suddenly rings.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Kat hy?
KATHY (O S.)

The manager of Walden Galleria is here
to see you.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Send himi n.

| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - ATRIUM - NI GHT

Danielle, holding a LOFT bag, and Leon step off the
escal at ors.

DANI ELLE
God, | didn't think it would end.

Leon turns stares down at the GR s store in the di stance as
a pair of shoppers exit.

DANI ELLE (O S.)
So, your place tonight, right?

Dani el | e nudges Leon in the arm
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LEON
HmT?

Dani el | e grunbl es.

LEON
Sorry.

Danielle rolls her eyes and continues towards the exit with
Leon in tow.

Leon halts in his tracks.

LEON
Hey, don't you find it strange that
this, M. Reaper..

DANI ELLE
You're really sticking to that nane,
aren't you?

LEON
That this, M. Reaper shows up out of
the blue just as a whol e bunch of
stores shut down?

DANI ELLE
You think naybe he's trying to buy
t hem of f ?

LEON
Coul d be, but...

Leon steps away from Danielle and up to a vacant Aerie store
with his signage still intact.

LEON
Remenber what he said about
conpetition?
Dani el | e shudders, |ooks down at her bag.

LEON (O S.)
You tell Tiff?

DANI ELLE
Yeah, about that.

Leon spots the bag in Danielle's hands.
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LEON
Trying to make up for |ast night?

Dani el |l e purses her |ips.

DANI ELLE
well. ..

Leon slowy takes the bag and peers inside.

DANI ELLE
It's not what it | ooks |ike.

Leon grunbl es, shakes his head, as he slowy pulls out the
spirit phone.

DANI ELLE
You're not going to believe what it
does.
LEON
| suppose you bought a nodem t o0o0?
DANI ELLE
Leon.
LEON

An ol d phone, seriously?
Dani el | e says not hi ng.

Leon huffs, shoves the phone back into the bag.

LEON
| ncredi bl e.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

LEON

| thought those cheap | ooking punpkins
m ght have scared you off.

DANI ELLE
The mall could really use the
busi ness.

LEON

That's your excuse? Real ly?

Danielle stammers until she suddenly finds the bag in her
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hands.

LEON
Well, have fun with it.

Leon storms away.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Danielle sniffles, grips the bag as Tiffany wal ks up to her
from behi nd her and pats her shoul der.

TI FFANY
Well, that was tragic.

Dani el | e chokes back tears as Tiffany slowy takes out the
Laserdisc and raises it to her face.

TI FFANY
| know just what will cheer you up.

I NT. TI FFANY' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Tiffany and Danielle watch the film SCREAM on the TV.
Tiffany's tonbstone sits next to it along with a stack of
horror novies. On the bed, the spirit phone sits in front of

both girls, silent.

DANI ELLE

| really screwed up this tine.
TI FFANY

Conme on, you got to have fun

sonet i nes.
Dani el | e sighs, picks up the phone, stares at the buttons.
DANI ELLE
Well, | guess this thing doesn't cone
Wi th instructions.

Tl FFANY
Don't | get a turn?

Dani el l e grunbl es, hands Tiffany the phone.
Tiffany takes it.

TI FFANY
You need sone sugar.
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Tiffany pulls out a bowl of candy corn from behind her back
and shoves it into her face.

Dani el | e sni ckers.

DANI ELLE
Where the hell did you find that at
this time of year?

TI FFANY
| have ny sources.

Danielle cracks a smle, grabs a handful of candy corn out of
and pops sone into her nouth.

Danielle returns her attention to the TV as Tiffany sets the
bow down and picks up the phone.

TI FFANY
Vell, well, who should | call?

Suddenly, Danielle hears footsteps fromthe living room she
| ooks to the door.

CREAK
CREAK.
DANI ELLE
Hey, did you renenber to |ock the
door ?
TI FFANY

O course | did.

Dani el | e shudders, pulls out Lucinda's business card from her
pocket, stares at it.

TI FFANY
Oh, | know

Tiffany dials a nunber.

DANI ELLE
Hey, Tiffany.

Ti ffany shushes Danielle and puts the phone to her ear.

DANI ELLE
| think nmaybe we shoul d..
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LOUI SE (O S.)
VWho is this?

Tiffany's jaw drops.

Tl FFANY
(into the phone)
G andma?

LOU SE (O S.)
Tiffany darling, is that your voice |
hear ?

Ti ffany chokes back tears as Danielle squeezes her hand.

TI FFANY
(into the phone)
Yeah, it's ne.

LOUI SE (O.S.)
What have you been up too?

CRASH

Tiffany and Danielle junp and whip their heads towards the
door .

DANI ELLE
Hel | 0?

Si | ence.
Danielle junps up, tip-toes towards the door.

LOUI SE (O S.)
Ti ffany? Baby can you hear ne?

T FFANY
(into the phone)
Yeah, I'"'mstill here.

| NT. TI FFANY' S APARTMENT - LI'VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Danielle walks into the living room all decked out in
appropriate fall colors, and stares down at the ruins of a
punpki n scul pture.

Dani el | e bends down, picks up a shard, as a nysterious
sil houette steps up to her from behind.
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THE REAPER (O.S.)
| nmust say | |ove your friend s choice
of decor.

Dani el | e drops the punpkin, whips her head around.
Not hi ng.

THE REAPER (O S.)
Al though, I must say it is a little..

Danielle swvels left to find The Reaper glaring at a

com cally drawn cardboard cutout of the Gim Reaper in his
hands.

The Reaper scow s.

THE REAPER
O f ensi ve.

Daniell e darts back to the bedroom
| NT. Tl FFANY' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Dani ell e rushes in, slans the door shut behind her, locks it.

T FFANY
Dani ?

DANI ELLE
W need to | eave.

Tl FFANY
VWhat ?

Dani el l e scans the room and quickly sets her sights on a
wi ndow near Tiffany's bed.

Dani el l e rushes forward, noves to open it, only to
instinctually | ook down.

Dani el | e gul ps, her tongue quivers.

Tl FFANY
Dani ?

THE REAPER (O. S.)
Quite a rather spacious apartnent for
a single woman such as yourself...

Tiffany freezes, whips her head around, to find herself face
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to face with The Reaper.

THE REAPER
Wbul dn't you agree?

Tiffany drops the phone, tries to get up.

DANI ELLE
No!

The Reaper wraps the phone cord around Tiffany's neck, holds
it back.

THE REAPER
Wel |, what do you think? Strangul ation
ought to be an easy one to figure out.

Danielle grits her teeth.

DANI ELLE
Let her go!

The Reaper shoves the phone aside, grabs Tiffany's neck, pins
her to the wall.

THE REAPER
Al t hough, there's nothing wong with
t he classic suffocation.

DANI ELLE
Fuck you!

Dani el |l e rushes forward, punches and kicks at The Reaper.
The Reaper sneers, shoves her to the ground.

THE REAPER
So many choi ces.

Dani el | e coughs, sits up, as The Reaper suddenly pulls out a
| arge scythe from behind his back

THE REAPER
| think 1'"ll go for my signature.

The scythe touches the tip of Tiffany's cheek.
Ti ffany shudders, her eyes brim

TI FFANY
Pl ease. . .
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The Reaper snorts and plunges the scythe into her chest.

DANI ELLE
No!

Tiffany slunps forward, dead.

DANI ELLE
Wy ?

THE REAPER
It's what | do.

The Reaper pulls his scythe out, pushes Tiffany aside and
whi ps out a cloth.

Dani el |l e stunbl es her way back towards the bedroom door.

DANI ELLE
So, then, you're really...?

The Reaper cleans off his scythe.

THE REAPER
| woul d've thought that'd I'd nade it
obvi ous by now.

DANI ELLE
But you, you look |ike..

THE REAPER
Death the Kid? | get that a-Iot.

The Reaper breathes into the scythe, rubs the mark off with
his cloth, and steps up to Tiffany's DVD s.

DANI ELLE
So what? You kill just for fun? or..
THE REAPER
Al part of the deal
DANI ELLE
What ?
THE REAPER

| f your father asks you to now the

| awn, do you use his brand new
tractor, or the cheap push-nower ready
to fall apart?
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Dani el l e hol ds her breath as The Reaper picks up a series of
DVD s and gl ares at the covers.

THE REAPER
Hal | oween, Final Destination, The
Butterfly Effect.

The Reaper shows Danielle the cover of a Final Destination
DVD.

THE REAPER
Pure inspiration.

Dani el l e bolts out the door.
| NT. Tl FFANY' S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Daniell e rushes towards the front door only to collide with
The Reaper.

THE REAPER
Ah abh.

Dani el |l e grabs several ceram c Halloween figures off the
cof fee tabl e behind her and chucks them at The Reaper.

The Reaper catches one md-flight and Iifts it to his face.
THE REAPER
A genuine Hall mark m ni ature, how
i nteresting.
Dani el | e chucks anot her one at The Reaper.
The nodel snmashes into his face and breaks upon i npact.
THE REAPER
| normally don't like to collect

out si de of my schedule, but...

DANI ELLE
We did nothing too you.

The Reaper whips out the spirit phone from behind his back.

THE REAPER
You drive quite a hard bargain

Daniell e stammers, she fidgets.

The Reaper sneers, drops the phone, and raises the scythe
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over his head.

Dani el l e seals herself to her fate, until she hears..
KNOCK- KNOCK

Dani el | e opens her eyes to only find, nothing.
Daniell e rushes to the door and flings it open.

LEON
Look, about what | said...

Danielle throws herself into Leon's arm sobs.

LEON
Hey, what's the matter?

Dani el |l e cocks her head towards the bedroom Leon darts
towards it as Danielle slowy drops to her knees.

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - UPPER LEVEL - DAY

Danielle sits on the ground, in Leon's arns with Louann
standi ng next to them

L OQUANN
|"'mhere if you want to talk about it.

Daniell e buries her face into Leon's chest.

Louann nods, re-enters the store as Leon gently strokes
Dani el | e' s back.

LEON
You sure you want to be here?

DANI ELLE
| don't feel safe anywhere el se.

Leon pulls Danielle in closer until he quickly spots, Thonas,
standing in front of an enpty store across fromthem

Leon ari ses.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Leon jogs over to Thonas.
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THOVAS
Quite a depressing sight, if | do say
so nysel f.
LEON
VWhat the hell are you doi ng here?
THOVAS
I"mthis mall's | easing nanager, am!l

not ?

Leon snorts as Danielle slowy steps up to himand places her
hand on his shoul der.

DANI ELLE
Shoul dn't you be at your office?

THOVAS
| " ve been conducting nmy owmn little
i nvestigation.

LEON
On our M. Reaper?

Thomas nods, turns to his right and watches two STORE
EMPLOYEES (19, 18) converse with each other, both carrying
G R bags.

THOVAS
There's been sone chatter anong ny
tenants regarding his recent
"activities", so...

DANI ELLE
You mean?

THOVAS
Fraternizing, with the other store
managers, so to speak.

LEON
So, | guess that neans you'll be
sticking around for |unch?

Thomas snorts, grunbles as Danielle nudges Leon in the arm

DANI ELLE
Leon.

LEON
What? | heard Sbarro's offering a 3



for 1 deal for all staff, nanagers
i ncl uded.

THOVAS
You know | hate |ike pizza.

LEON
Ain't that the point?

DANI ELLE
You were sayi ng?

Thomas clears his throat, steps forward.

THOVAS
Tell me Leon, has this "M. G" nade
any attenpts to sell anything to you,
goad you into buying his nerchandi se?

Leon smrks.

LEON
| didn't know you cared.

Dani el l e abruptly pulls Leon aside.

DANI ELLE
Leon. ..

LEON
You don't know the kind of hell he put
me t hr ough

THOMAS (O S.)
| tried, Leon.

Leon flips around, his eye's neet Thomas's. They are red,
soaked.

THOVAS
| really did.

LEON
M ssing out on ny graduation, senior
prom having to teach nyself to drive!

THOVAS
| wish | could have been there but,
with all nmy work. ..

77.
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LEON
You think that shit matters too ne,
huh?

Dani el |l e purses her |ips, steps aside.

LEON
You and your fucking deadlines!

Thomas trenbles, he slowy raises his hand.
Leon slanms his fist against Thomas's face.

DANI ELLE
Leon!

Thomas hits the ground as Danielle pulls Leon back.
Thomas trenbles, spits out bl ood.

DANI ELLE
Maybe we shoul d get back to worKk.

LEON
Yeah, your right, we shoul d.

Leon shoves Danielle off, enters the store as Danielle rushes
over and hel ps Thomas to his feet.

DANI ELLE
Dad.

THOVAS
Thank you.

Dani el | e squeezes Thomas's shoul der, ki sses himon the cheek,
and rushes into the store.

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - JOS A. BANK STORE - DAY

Leon brushes by Louann at the top of ladder, fiddling with
anot her sign that reads:

BLONWOUT SALE

L OUANN
Coul d you hand ne that stapler?

Leon ignores her, throws open the door to the backroom and
slams it shut with a THUD.
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Louann grunbl es and reaches for the stapler. The | adder
slowy teeters to the left as Danielle speeds by and hits the
| adder with her shoul der.
Louann slips as she and the | adder clatter to the ground.
| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - JOS A BANK STORE - STOREROOM - DAY
Leon sits at bench, his face buried in his hands.
DANI ELLE

You know, it's not usually good to

hold it in.
Leon | ooks up, his eyes' neet Danielle's.

Danielle sits down, slides forward.

LEON
' m sure you renenber her

Dani el |l e | ooks towards her phone in her pocket.

LEON
Dani ?
DANI ELLE
Sorry, you were saying?
LEON
Wel |, back when | was younger, not too

long after | met you, she got into
this acci dent.

DANI ELLE
Was it serious?

LEON
It paral yzed her whol e body, left her
bound in a wheel chair.

Dani el | e squeezes Leon's hand.

LEON
The di agnosis was critical.

Leon's fingers dig into his jeans.

DANI ELLE
el | ?
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LEON
Quillain-Barre syndrone, it's a
di sorder that causes the body's imune
systemto attack nerve cells.

Dani el l e stares back at her phone.

LEON
It's usually a non-fatal disease in
nost cases, but for her...

DANI ELLE
Hey, Leon, there's sonething..

Leon interrupts her.

LEON
You know, he pulled out all the stops
for her funeral, even went as far as
to renting out three |inos.

Leon sighs, lifts his head towards the ceiling.
LEON
But even after all that, after
everyt hing. ..

Dani el |l e reaches into her pocket and takes out her phone.

LEON
Dani ?

DANI ELLE
| never told you what that phone could
do.

Leon stares at the phone, his eye's go w de.
Leon frantically grabs Danielle, shakes her.

LEON
Dani ?

DANI ELLE
" m so sorry.

Leon clutches Danielle tenderly and balls his eyes out.
| NT. LEON S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Leon exam nes several weather-related charts on his bed as
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Wal ter Hutton explains the weather on the TV.

WALTER
As you can see here, there is severe
tornadic activity present in this
clusters of supercells that have
formed just south of Monroeville.

Leon stares at the TV.

VWALTER
Al'l folks hearing this report should
pl ease consi der taking shelter.
repeat, these are violent storms with
significant tornado activity.

Leon shuts off the television, stares down at his papers.
KNOCK

Leon | ooks up at the tapestry above his wi ndow. It shakes
back and forth against the wall.

Leon junps up, strides towards the w ndow, pulls back the
curtains.

The bedr oom shakes, the wi ndows rattle, the sound of a train
fills the air followed by a tornado siren

| NT. MONROEVI LLE MALL - UPPER LEVEL - DAY
Danielle glares at her phone with Louann next to him

L OUANN
You try calling hinf

Dani el | e nods, | ooks out towards the atrium fidgets.

L OUANN
Look, I'msure he's alright.

LEON (O S.)
Dani !

Danielle flips around as Leon thrusts hinself into her arns.

DANI ELLE
| thought you were...

LEON
Dead? Al nost.
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Danielle pulls away, |ooks towards Leon's bruised arm her
eyes go wi de.

DANI ELLE
Leon. ..

L QUANN
Those | ook pretty serious.

LEON
Where's The Reaper?

Louann points towards the atrium
Leon and Danielle rush towards the escal at ors.

L OUANN
Shoul dn't you be in the hospital ?

Leon and Danielle step on.

Louann huffs, throws her hands up, and wal ks back into the
store.

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - G R 'S EMPORI UM - DAY

Leon storns into the store with Danielle and sl ans the
tapestry down on the counter with a THUD

The Reaper slowy turns around.

THE REAPER
Wel come back, Leon.

THE REAPER
Dani el | e.

DANI ELLE

| know what you are.

THE REAPER
Congratul ati ons, you get a pri ze.

The Reaper whips out a bow of Halloween thenmed buttons and
holds it out for the pair.

Leon snmacks the bowl out of The Reaper's hands.

THE REAPER
Oh ny, what a tenper.
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Leon's eyes twitches, he clenches his fists.

LEON
What are you?

THE REAPER
| am everything you' re supposed to
fear.

The Reaper pulls out a cloth of Gimfrom The Gim Adventures
of Billy and Mandy and shows it to them

THE REAPER
Wwn't you be ny friend?

LEON
Fucki ng bast ard!

Leon junps onto the counter and throws hinself at The Reaper.

DANI ELLE
Leon!

The Reaper grabs Leon and tosses himto the ground.

Danielle rushes to Leon's side as The Reaper straightens his
tie.

LEON
That was everything | had.

THE REAPER
It was a denonstration

DANI ELLE
Denonstrati on?

THE REAPER
A testanent, to the power | have.

Leon's mouth twtches, his body trenbles |ike a | eaf.

DANI ELLE
Just what is this store? These,
t hi ngs?

THE REAPER

They are of no inportance.

The Reaper takes off a snow gl obe off the counter and bends
down.
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THE REAPER
VWhat only matters is..

The Reaper shakes the snow gl obe and hands it to Danielle.

THE REAPER
Who buys them

Dani el l e takes the gl obe as she and Leon peer inside. An old
rotting, and rather realistic |ooking skull stares back at
t hem

I NT. CBL PROPERTIES - THOVAS' S OFFI CE - DAY

Thomas scans the contents of a paper as Walden Galleria's
manager ANDREW FI SHER (40s) watches from one of Thonas's
chair's.

THOVAS
Are you certain of this?

Andrew nods his head as Kathy pulls the door open.

THOVAS
So, it can be considered a breach of
contract than?

Andrew nods as Leon and Danielle step inside.

THOVAS
Thank you.

Andrew stands up, grabs his briefcase and exits as Kathy
shuts the door behind him

THOVAS
" m surprised you cane back, given our
| ast argunent.

LEON
W didn't have that nuch of a choi ce.

Leon trenbl es.
THOVAS
| s there sonmething else | should know
about ?

Leon sniffles, turns to the w ndow.
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LEON
Channel 5.

Thomas pulls up the news website, and clicks on the article.
APARTMENT COVPLEX DECI MATED BY TORNADO
Thomas si ghs, closes the browser.

Leon and Danielle sit down in the two puffy green chairs.

THOVAS
| take it you found about his
busi ness?

DANI ELLE

Yeah, it's not just your everyday run-
of-the-m Il dollar store, right?

Thomas grabs the report of Randall Park out froma stack of
papers to his right and slides it forward.

LEON
A police report?

THOVAS
Take a | ook.

Leon and Danielle read fromthe top.

DANI ELLE
Randall Park Mall ?

LEON
| thought that placed closed down
years ago?

THOVAS
Turn the page.

Sweat drips off Leon's fingers as he carefully turns the
page. The couple's eyes go wide, their jaw s drop

LEON
Holy shit.

THOVAS (O S.)
56 out of the mall's 124 store
managers were reported m ssing just
days before it cl osed.
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THOVAS
There bodi es were never found.

Thomas notions towards the bottom paper.

Leon and Danielle | ook down and spot the nanme of a famliar
t enant .

DANI ELLE
M. G?

THOVAS
No known | ast name.

LEON
There's no way.

Thomas si ghs, takes out a copy of the Monroeville Mall's
| ease plan and stares down at it.

Leon and Danielle shift their eyes towards it. Black X s over
the spaces litter the docunment in front of them

DANI ELLE
And the other 68?

THOVAS

Al'l accounted for, and in great shock
m nd you.

LEON
How d you get this report?

THOVAS
| had ny secretary run a thorough
background check on our M. G s
hi story.

DANI ELLE
And?

Thomas groans, stands up.

THOVAS
Well, as it turns out, we're not the
only mall's he's been doi ng busi ness

W th.

Thomas grabs out a paper fromw thin the stack and throws it
down in front of the couple.
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Leon opens it up, flips through the pages.

THOVAS
Nort hl and Center, Century Il Mall,
Eucl id Square..

Leon and Danielle slowy cone to a stop at a page.
THOVAS
...all reported simlar disappearances
shortly before they cl osed.

Leon flips to another page.

THOVAS
| think you both can gather the rest.

Thomas stops near the w ndow, stares out it.

LEON
So than, how are we supposed to stop
hi n?

THOVAS

| m ght have found a way to renove
him legally of course.

Leon and Danielle watch as Thomas sits back down, pulls out
The Reaper's | ease agreenent, and points towards the bottom

THOVAS
Look where it's highlighted.

Leon and Danielle | ook towards the aforenmenti oned secti on.

LEON
Solicitation?
DANI ELLE
Seriousl y?
THOVAS
Call it nmurder in the first degree,

for mall standards that is.

LEON
How so0?

THOVAS
| caught himtrying to give one of his
"decorations” to the guy that owns the
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i quor store, poor thing.

LEON
And?

THOVAS
Needl ess to say he's been doing a
little self-pronotion

DANI ELLE
So, we've got himthan, right?

THOVAS
Not quite.

LEON
Dad?

Thomas groans, furrows his brow

THOVAS
| need solid proof that our M. G is
i ndeed, violating the terns of the
agreenent .

LEON
And by proof you nean?

THOVAS
Phot ogr aphs, vi deo evi dence, sonet hi ng
t angi bl e.

DANI ELLE
What about questioning the other
tenants? Surveill ance caneras?

THOVAS
They're refusing to say anything,
naturally out of fear, of course. As
for the canera's...

Thomas reaches underneath his desk and heaves a destroyed
security canera onto the top

Leon and Danielle stare at the canera, eyes w de.
LEON
| thought you ran this place? O was |
wr ong?

The phone on Thomas desk suddenly rings.
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THOVAS
(into the phone)
"' m busy, what is it?

Thomas's jaw drop's.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
Anot her one? Are you certain?

Leon and Danielle fidget.

THOVAS
(into the phone)
O course, thank you.

Thomas sets down on the phone, slans down a notepad and picks
up a pen.

LEON
Dad?

THOVAS
|'"'m afraid sonmething's cone up

Thomas scribbles onto the pad.

LEON
You can't be seri ous.

THOVAS
"1l have Kathy send you both over a
copy of the report.

LEON
Don't do this, not again.

Thomas continues witing.

Leon huffs, shakes his head.

LEON

This is bullshit and you know it.
DANI ELLE

Leon.
THOVAS

' m doing everything in ny power.

Leon with one furious sw pe, knocks everything off of
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Thomas' s desk, expect for the conputer

LEON
Bul | shi t!

Dani el | e shudders, steps back.

THOVAS
Leon. ..

LEON
We've got him cornered and your still
clinging to your principles!

Thomas slowy sets down the pen, stands up

THOVAS
| f you have sonething to say you m ght
as well do it now.

LEON
To think | ever | ooked up to you.
Wanted to be |like you!

DANI ELLE
Leon.

THOVAS
|'"'msorry you feel that way, but know
that I wll always have your back.

Thomas bends down, picks up the picture of Leon (8) and

Val erie (now cracked) and places it on the desk in front of
Leon.

THOVAS
Al ways.

Leon snorts, turns to | eave.

LEON
Conme on Dani .

Leon ki cks the door open and storns out of the office.

DANI ELLE
"' m sorry.

Daniell e rushes after Leon as Thomas sighs, |owers his head.
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| NT. LEON' S CAR - DAY
Leon slanms his head agai nst the steering wheel.

DANI ELLE
Hey!

Danielle |l eans forward, grabs Leon's head, and flips it
ar ound.

DANI ELLE
Rel ax.

Leon bites his tongue, takes a deep breath, and sighs.
LEON
So, what do you think we should do
now?

Danielle pulls out Lucinda's business card.

LEON
Hey now, what's that you got there?

DANI ELLE
Hel p.

EXT. LUCI NDA' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Leon and Danielle pull into Lucinda's driveway in Leon's car
and st op.

I NT. LEON S CAR - DAY

LEON
Ready?

Dani el | e nods.

Leon and Danielle exit.

EXT. LUCI NDA' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Leon and Daniell e knock at Lucinda's door.
Luci nda opens it, pokes her head out.

LUCI NDA
Dani el | e, what a pleasant surprise.
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DANI ELLE
We're here to take you up on your
of fer.

Luci nda stares at Leon, pulls the door open.
Leon and Danielle rush in.
I NT. LUCI NDA' S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Leon and Danielle stare around Lucinda's enpty room as she
cl oses the door and wal ks towards a chair with a newspaper on
it.

LUCI NDA
Have a seat anywhere.

The two wal ks towards a largely enpty sofa and take a seat as
Lucinda clears off the contents of the nightstand near the
chair.

LUCI NDA
"' msorry about your friend.

LEON
How do you know...?

Luci nda grabs the newspaper off her chair and tosses it to
Leon.

Leon takes it, stares at the headline.
MURDER ROCKS MONRCEVI LLE
Danielle sniffles, |ooks away.

Leon tosses the paper aside, puts his arnms around her, and
pul I's her cl ose.

LUCI NDA
You're here about M. G ?

LEON
Yeah, how do you know about hi n?

Lucinda pulls out a deck of tarot cards frominside the table
and sits down.

DANI ELLE
Pl ayi ng cards?
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Luci nda cracks open the box, takes the cards out, begins
shuffling.

LUCI NDA
Do you two know the art of divination?

LEON
Di vi nati on?

LUCI NDA
Tar ot .

Dani el | e shakes her head.

LEON
It's |like some kind of game, right?

Luci nda huffs, glares at Leon, finishes shuffling.

LUCI NDA
Ready?

Leon and Dani el |l e nod.

Lucinda | ays out three cards on the coffee table in front of
her and sets the deck down beside them

LEON
Now what ?

Lucinda slowy lifts the cards up one by one, revealing in
order. ..

THE DEVI L
THE CHARI OT
JUDGEMENT

Luci nda cl oses her eyes and noves her hand over The Devil
card.

LEON
Heh, the Devil.

LUCI NDA
You had a very difficult chil dhood
didn't you?

Leon scow s.
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LEON
What's that supposed to nean?

Luci nda taps her finger on the Chariot card.

LUCI NDA
However, you're inproving, learning to
over cone obstacl es, challenging the
path that's been |aid ahead of you.

Leon and Dani el |l e wat ch, nouths agape, as Luci nda noves her
hand over the Judgenent card.

LUCI NDA
This will allow you to grow into your
best self.

LEON

Best self?

LUCI NDA
To becone the person you truly are.

Leon sm rks, beans.

LEON
Al right.

DANI ELLE
What about ne?

Luci nda opens her eyes, scoops the cards up and pl aces them
back inside the deck. She and Leon watch, eyes w de, as

Luci nda shuffles and quickly places three cards back down on
t he tabl e.

Lucinda slowmy lifts themup, one by one, revealing..

THE EMPRESS

THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE

THE TOWNER

Luci nda shuts her eyes as Danielle stares at The Enpress's
magni fi cent fur coat and gol den crown.

DANI ELLE
She' s beauti ful .
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LUCI NDA
You're very kind, easy to get along
wi th, good at maki ng connecti ons.

Luci nda sl oWy noves her hand over the \Weel of Fortune card.
Suddenly, the lights above them begin to flicker.

LUCI NDA
However, your circunstances are
changi ng. Power shifting to the
opposite direction.

LEON
Towar ds?

Luci nda slowl y noves her hand over the Tower card. The room
begi ns to shake.

Danielle's eyes go wi de, Leon grabs her arm

DANI ELLE
Leon?

LEON
Hey? You m ght want to stop.

LUCI NDA
Unl ess you nanage to change what fate
has in store for you, your tale wll
conme to an end.

DANI ELLE
VWhat ?

Leon snaps his fingers in front of Lucinda's face.

LEON
Hey!

Luci nda opens her eyes.
The room st ops shaki ng.

Leon and Danielle stare up at the lights as Lucinda collects
the cards and places them back in the deck.

LUCI NDA
You know about his busi ness?

Leon and Danielle watch as Luci nda places the cards back in
t he ni ghtstand and stands up.
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LEON
Yeah, sone kind of pawn shop for
souls, right?

Luci nda wal ks towards a photograph of a MAN, (50s) on a table
near the kitchen and stops.

LUCI NDA
It is said that sonetine |ong ago, as
the world slowy took shape, sone of
God's creations began to | ook to nore
intuitive ways to harvest souls.

LEON
Intuitive?

Luci nda picks up the picture and stares intently at the man.

LUCI NDA
My how tines have changed.

Luci nda sets down the picture, opens the drawer next to her,
and digs her hand around inside of it.

LUCI NDA
|*ve been follow ng those of his kind
for years.

LEON
Ki nd?

LUCI NDA
Reapers, Soul Collector's, Denons.

DANI ELLE
Why ?

Lucinda turns back to the picture.

LUCI NDA
My husband happened his shop one day
at a strip mall up in Portland.

Luci nda takes out a small resonating device, resenbling a
t ambour i ne.

LUCI NDA
It wasn't long after that he cane to
col |l ect.

Luci nda shuts the drawer, wal ks over to Leon.
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hi m? Ri ght ?

LUCI NDA
It's like signing a contract.

Luci nda stares down at the strange device in her hands.

LUCI NDA
Part of his power, in exchange for..

DANI ELLE
Your soul.

Leon's eyes go wi de.

LEON
That weird phone.

Luci nda hands Leon the devi ce.

LEON
A tanbouri ne?

LUCI NDA
It's a soul beacon, known to ward off

the nost evil of entities.
Luci nda | ooks back towards the picture of her husband.
LUCI NDA

|"mafraid we're out of tine. |I hope
|"ve answered all your questions.

Leon takes Danielle's hand.

LEON
Thanks for the | esson.

Leon and Danielle stand up and turn to | eave.

LUCI NDA
| hope you both don't plan on taking
hi m on al one?

Leon, with one hand on the knob, stops, m d-opening.

LEON
Yeah, so what if we do?

97.
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LUCI NDA
Well, let's just say your M. Reaper
is known to carry a grudge.

Lucinda's eyes slowy neet Danielle's.

LUCI NDA
He will come for you.

Danielle trenbl es, | ooks to Leon.

Leon pulls Danielle out of the house and sl ans the door shut
behi nd him

As Leon's car is heard screeching out of the driveway,
Luci nda steps back up to the picture, sighs, and flips it
down.

I NT. CBL PROPERTIES - OFFI CE HALLWAY - NI GHT

Thomas cl oses the door, briefcase in hand, and stops in front
of Kathy's desk.

THOVAS
Any word on M. G?

Kat hy shakes her head.

THOVAS
Send an email out to Tanger CQutlet's
| easi ng manager. Tell him | wsh to
speak with him

Kat hy nods, stares at Thomas's bri ef case.

KATHY
Retiring early?

THOVAS
| figured | could use a break.

KATHY
"1l lock up for you once I|'ve
finished up with these files.

THOVAS
Thank you.

Thomas wal ks away, towards the el evators.

Thomas steps up to one, presses the DOAN Button on the panel
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Suddenly, from behind him a RUSTLE

THOVAS
Kat hy?

Thomas whi ps his head around, |ooks towards Kathy's desk.
Nobody' s there.

Thomas furrows his brow.

Dl NG

Thomas junps back, stares into the el evator, rel axes.
Thomas straightens his suit and enters.

| NT. CBL PROPERTIES - ELEVATOR - N GHT

Thomas fidgets, stares at the buttons.

The lights shut off, the el evator stops.

Thomas frantically | ooks up, presses the energency button.
Not hi ng.

Thomas drops his briefcase, steps up to the doors, pounds his
fists against them

THOVAS
Hel l 0? Dammt is anyone out there?

Thomas strains his hand.

Thomas groans, staggers back and grabs the both doors.
Thomas, gritting his teeth, yanks them open, revealing, a
famliar figure,.

THE REAPER
Greetings, M. Stone.

Thomas grabs his briefcase off the ground, straightens his
coat .

THOVAS
| was just |eaving, excuse ne.

Thomas shoves The Reaper aside and exits.
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| NT. THOMAS' S LI NCOLN - NI GHT
Thomas shuts the door and puts the key in the ignition.

THE REAPER (O S.)
So soon?

Thomas freezes, his nouth quivers.

THE REAPER
| was under the inpression that you
wanted to chat?

Thormas | ooks into the rearview mrror.
Dar kness.

THOVAS
What business do you have with ny
mal | ?

THE REAPER
Only that | collect ny profits and
fulfill the terms of the | ease; just
as we agreed upon, correct?

Thomas snorts, shakes his head.

THE REAPER
You have a problemw th that now, I
take it?

Thomas, boldly and confidently stares into the rearview
mrror.

THOVAS
| know what you're really up to. Be
rest assured that | wll stop you.

The Reaper chuckl es, a piece of netal scraps against the
door .

THE REAPER
|"mafraid you m sunderstand, M.
St one.

Thomas slowy sw vel s around.

THE REAPER
| haven't done anything at all.
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EXT. THOVAS LI NCOLN - NI GHT

The Lincoln rocks back and forth.

Suddenly. ..

Bl ood and pi eces of Thomas spl atter over the w ndows.
| NT. DANI ELLE' S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Danielle, in bed, |ooks to Leon, on the other side.

DANI ELLE
Vel | ?

Leon grunbl es, sets his phone down.

LEON
Not hi ng.

DANI ELLE
You think we went to G R s?

LEON
No, he wouldn't be that stupid.

Leon takes his shirt off, |lays down next to Danielle.

DANI ELLE
Wiy do you do this to yourself?

LEON
Dani ?

Dani el | e shoots Leon a gl are.

LEON
Look, we saw him didn't we?

Dani el l e huffs, turns around.

LEON
Well, nmaybe your right...

DANI ELLE
|"msorry, what was that?

LEON
| nmean, he did give me ny job at

101.
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Louann's.
DANI ELLE
And?
LEON
Paid for our whole trip to Di sney
Wor | d.

Daniell e inches forward, puts her hands on Leon's cheek and
ki sses himon the |ips.

LEON
It's kind of surreal now though isn't
it?

DANI ELLE
That ?

LEON

That I'mfighting to protect the one
guy who stood in the way of ny
chi | dhood.

Dani el | e chuckl es.

LEON
VWhat ?

DANI ELLE
| don't know, seens kind of noble to
nme.

Leon smrks, kisses her on the cheek, gets out of bed.

DANI ELLE
Where are you goi ng?
LEON
What, | need perm ssion to use your

bat hr oom now?

Dani el l e giggles, flops back down as Leon enters the bathroom
and sl anms the door shut.

| NT. DANI ELLE' S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

Leon turns on the light, flips open the toilet lid. As he
pees, a |oud GURGLE erupts bel ow him

Leon furrows his brow, zips up his pants and peers inside.
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A | arge bl ack spider suddenly JUMPS out, onto Leon's face.

LEON
Fuck!

Leon junps back and into the bathtub.

Leon rips the spider off and tosses it to the ground.

CLI NK

Leon turns back at the toilet, his eyes go w de.

Leon bolts out of the roomas a mass of tiny black spiders
pour out fromw thin the toilet and scranble towards the
bedr oom

| NT. DANI ELLE' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY

Leon frantically slanms the door shut.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

Leon grabs a bl anket off the bed and throws it underneath the
door .

Dani el | e watches Leon as he picks up a pair of slippers and
raises themout in front of him

LEON
Don't nove.

Danielle stares at the door, her eyes go w de.

The carpet of spiders sliver out form behind bat hroom door
and into the room

Daniell e screans, grabs a pillow as Leon rushes forward and
smashes the slippers down on them

LEON
Stay back

Dani ell e i nches cl oser towards the back of the bed as Leon
smacks away.

The spiders change direction, towards a vent in the wall.

Leon drops the slippers and stonps onto the spiders with his
bare feet.
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CRUNCH
CRUNCH

Danielle tosses the pillow at the swarm It bounces off the
wal |l as the spiders quickly disappear into the vent.

LEON
You alright?

Danielle relaxes as Leon lifts up his foot.

LEON
G 0ss.

DANI ELLE
Where the hell did they all cone fronf

Leon's eyes dart towards the toilet, to the device next to
Dani el | e.

I NT. LEON' S CAR - DAY

As Leon (phone in ear) and Danielle pull into the CBL
Property building they spot an anbul ance and several police
cars near Thomas's bl oody Lincol n.

Leon | owers the phone.

LEON
No.

EXT. CBL PROPERTIES - DAY

Leon and Danielle watch hel plessly as two EMI"s |ift Thomas's
body into an anbul ance. As they cl ose the doors and step
away, a police officer, MASON (20s), turns to them

LEON
I, | can't...

Danielle turns to him

DANI ELLE
We need a m nute, thanks.

Mason nods his head and turns away. As he heads back to the
bui |l di ng, Leon steps up to his car and crunbles to the
gr ound.
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DANI ELLE
Leon.

LEON
It's not fair.

Dani el l e bends down, |owers her head as Leon | ooks to the
sky.

LEON
Fuck you! You hear ne!

Danielle gently places her armon Leon's back.

DANI ELLE
Leon.

Leon grits his teeth as he watches a POLI CEMAN (20s) snhap a
photo of the inside of Thomas's Lincoln.

LEON
Son of a bitch!

Leon, his face bright red, punches the pavenent with his
fist.

LEON
Always leaving ne with his nmess to
cl ean up!

Dani el | e hugs Leon.

DANI ELLE
Do this for ne, OK?

LEON
But, I...

Danielle, pulls away, stares into his eyes.

DANI ELLE
| believe in you.

Leon sniffles, nods as he and Danielle as the anbul ance roars
to life.

KATHY (O S.)
Hey, you guys alright?

Leon and Danielle stand up as Kathy steps forward with The
Reaper's | ease agreenent.
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LEON
Yeah, how are you hol di ng up?

KATHY
|'ve never seen so nuch bl ood.

Kat hy whi ps her to the Lincoln, turns away, shudders.
Leon stares down at the agreenent in her hands.

LEON
VWhat's that?

Kat hy hands hi mthe docunent.

KATHY
The | ease agreenent, the one he had
M. G sign.

Leon takes it, stares down at it.

LEON
Why are you giving us this?

KATHY
M. Stone seened convinced you'd be
able to use whatever it is he found in
t here agai nst him

Mason cal |l s over Kathy.

KATHY
Good | uck.

Kat hy wal ks away as Leon raises his brow

LEON
| thought he said?

As the anbul ance carrying Thomas speeds away, Leon kicks the
his car door, denting it.

DANI ELLE
Leon.

Leon murmurs to hinself, stares at the agreenent, stuffs it
into his pocket.

DANI ELLE
Leon?
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LEON
Thi s ends, now.
Leon and Danielle enter Leon's car.
| NT. MONROEVI LLE MALL - JOS A. BANK STORE - DAY

Leon and Danielle run up to Louann, adjusting a sign near the
fitting rooms, with a bandage around her arm

LOUANN

| was hoping you two woul d show up.
LEON

How s everyt hing hol di ng up?
LOUANN

W're all still in one piece.

Leon and Danielle relax, scan the store.

L OUANN
| heard what happened to M. Stone.

Louann grunbl es, shakes her head.
LOUANN

It's horrible, and to think after al
that he did for this place.

LEON

We don't have that nuch tine.
LOUANN

Leon?
DANI ELLE

Were's The Reaper?
Louann points towards the escal at ors.
Leon and Danielle rush out.

LOUANN
You know.

Leon and Daniell e dash down the corri dor.

LOUANN
| really could use the extra help.
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Leon and Danielle rush past the wi ndows as Louann grunbl es,
shakes her head.

L OUANN
Typi cal .

I NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - G R 'S EMPORI UM - DAY

Leon and Danielle rush towards the store where they find the
enporium | ocked up.

Leon furiously shakes the gate with all his mght.

LEON
Danmi t !

DANI ELLE
Now what ?

Leon rushes towards the atrium

| NT. MONRCEVI LLE MALL - ATRI UM - DAY

Leon and Danielle conme to a stop in front of the escal ator
where they find The Reaper standing in front of a coffee
boot h, sipping a cup of coffee.

Leon narrows his eyes at The Reaper, he steps forward.

LEON
You. . .

The Reaper lowers the cup and places it back on the plate.

THE REAPER
And how are you this afternoon, Leon?

Dani el | e hol ds Leon back.

LEON
"Il fucking kill you!

The Reaper takes another sip of coffee.

THE REAPER
You shoul d be grateful.

LEON
VWhat ?
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THE REAPER
Nothing left to idolize, isn't that
just swell?

Leon throws his fists at The Reaper, spits at him as
Dani el | e hol ds hi m back.

DANI ELLE
What nore do you want ?

THE REAPER
Take a | ook around you.

Leon and Danielle, stop, |ook around the nall

The mall is enpty, vacant, devoid of all |ife, expect for
Carly Sinmon's Com ng Around Again.

LEON
| don't see anything.
THE REAPER
And that's all there is to see, isn't

it?
The Reaper sets down his cup, throws out his arns.

THE REAPER
A monunent to consunerism the epitone
of the Anmerican dream all left here
to rot |ike yesterday' s Sunday paper.

The Reaper sneers, kicks away a plastic cup with his feet.

THE REAPER
|"'msure Victor Guen woul d be
ecstatic.

DANI ELLE
You won't w n.

THE REAPER
Do you both know how tedi ous nmy work
can be?

LEON

| can't inmagine.

The Reaper paces around a pal mtree.
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THE REAPER
Ni ght in and night out, | get cries
from hundreds, no thousands of weary
deprived soul s; each of them beggi ng,
no, groveling, nmercilessly at ny
feet..

The Reaper scow s at a pair of discarded shopping bags.

THE REAPER
They beg for another chance at life
but squander it at every opportunity.
(pause)
It's Pathetic. Pitiful, even.

Leon sni ckers.
The Reaper sneers, flips around.

THE REAPER
Was that a laugh, | just heard?

LEON
Sounds like a | ot of whining com ng
froma guy who's supposed to be
intimdating.

The Reaper snorts.

THE REAPER
VWhat ?

DANI ELLE
You heard him

THE REAPER
All 1"masking for is alittle

synpat hy.
Leon and Danielle stand their ground.
The Reaper sneers, |ooks up at the skylight.
THE REAPER
Hmph. And to think | try to be

sensi bl e every once in a while.

Leon and Danielle stiffen, their eyes go wi de as they watch
The Reaper pull out his scythe from behind his back.

Leon shoves Daniell e behind him
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LEON
Dani, get back
The Reaper steps forward, extends his scythe.
THE REAPER
You' ve both been a thorn in ny side

for far too |ong.

Leon rips out the device (the "soul beacon") and throws it
out in front of him

The sight of it causes The Reaper to stop in his tracks.

THE REAPER
Well, 1've see you had sone hel p.

Leon maintains his stance as The Reaper sneers, he grips the
edge of his scythe.

THE REAPER
No matter.

The Reaper takes a step back and charges at Leon.

A bright blue light gl ows expl odes out of the device,
bl i ndi ng The Reaper.

Leon, seizing the nonent, rushes forward and punches The
Reaper in the face.

The Reaper staggers back, licks the blood off his |ips, and
charges forward.

The Reaper slashes his scythe at Leon.

Leon dashes left, narromy mssing it and bl asts anot her beam
of light at The Reaper.

The Reaper dodges it, junps into the air, and flies towards
Leon.

Leon junps onto the escalators and fires the beam at The
Reaper |ike a cannon.

The light hits The Reaper's shoul der, scarring his skin.

The Reaper, sneers, yanks off his suit jacket and | ands onto
the escalator, in front of Leon.

The Reaper swings his scythe at Leon |ike a sword.
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Leon dodges, left, right, up, down, as he craws up the
escal ator.

Dani el l e unable to take her eyes off the pair, spots the
| ease agreenent on the floor and | unges towards it.

The Reaper bell ows and plunges his scythe down onto Leon's
head.

Leon junps off the escalator, crashes onto the floor, as a
t hunder ous boom suddenly rattles the mall

LEON
VWhat ?

The Reaper |ooks up at the skylight, sniffs the air.

THE REAPER
Ah, | love a good sumrer storm

Danielle furiously flips through the pages of the agreenent.
Leon rai ses the device and fires another beam at The Reaper.

The Reaper dodges it, junps off the escal ator and sw pes his
scyt he at Leon.

Back. . .

Forth. ..

Back. ..

and forth...

until Leon's back against the wall.

The Reaper grabs Leon by the throat, lifts himup in the air.

A security photo of The Reaper pops out fromw thin the
agr eenent .

Danielle's eyes go w de.

Leon huffs, gasps for air, as he furiously kicks at The
Reaper.

THE REAPER
You' re nothing nore than an insect, a
bug that deserves to be crushed.
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Leon gasps, tries to speak.

THE REAPER
What's that? | can't hear you

The Reaper tightens his grip around Leon's neck.

DANI ELLE (O S.)
Wi t !

The Reaper sneers, he flips around as Danielle slides forward
t he phot o.

The Reaper drops Leon, stornms up to the photo, and picks it
up.

DANI ELLE
Vel | ?

The Reaper grunbl es, drops the photograph and pl aces his
scyt he behind his back. It vani shes as Danielle rushes over
to Leon.

LEON
Really, that's it?

THE REAPER
Solicitation is a crimnal offense,
|''m afraid.

Leon snorts as The Reaper straightens his collar.

THE REAPER
| can't have that on ny record.

LEON
So you're just going to | eave? After
everyt hing you' ve done?

THE REAPER
My time here is nearly up, and
besi des. . .

The Reaper narrows his eye's at Danielle, pats his pocket
wat ch

THE REAPER
"Il be seeing you both again, very
soon.

Leon and Danielle watch as The Reaper shoves his hands in his
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pockets and di sappears behind the escalators, into the
dar kness.

Dani el | e rel axes.

DANI ELLE
Thank god that worked.

Leon sni ckers.

DANI ELLE
Leon?

LEON
| never took you for a | awer.

Danielle cracks a smle, picks up the photograph, stares at
it.

DANI ELLE
You know, it's a shane really.

LEON
That ?

Dani el | e drops the photo.

DANI ELLE
That that was it.

Leon chuckl es, ki sses Danielle.
Leon suddenly pulls away, puts a hand to his stomach.

DANI ELLE
VWhat ? Still upset?

LEON
No, it's just that well...

Leon stomach grow s.
LEON
| could really go for a slice of pizza
ri ght now.

Dani el | e grunbl es.

DANI ELLE
WO w.
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LEON
What, not hungry?

Danielle smrks, grab's Leon's hand.

LEON
Uh, Dani ?

DANI ELLE
| " ve got sonething better in mnd.

Danielle pulls Leon away past the escal ators and out of the
mall as Carly Sinon's Anticipation echoes down the enpty
corridors.

| NT. NEWS STUDI O - DAY

Leon stands in front of a greenscreen as the chief
weat herman, Walter Hutton hands hima cue card.

VWALTER
You sure you're ready for this?

Leon, dressed in a beige suit with red tie, nods.
Wal ter claps his hands.

WALTER
Alright, people let's do this.

Wal ter gives Leon a pat on the back and exits.

Leon straightens his tie as the canmera noves towards him
centering on him

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
And now your |ocal forecast, with Leon
St one.

Leon turns towards the canera and brandi shes the best smle
he can nuster.

LEON
Good norni ng Phil adel phia, we are
| ooki ng at some exceptionally cloudy
ski es today...

Leon slowy turns towards the screen and extends his hands
over a map.
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| NT. DANI ELLE' S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Leon lowers his arm
LEON
We've al so got sone pretty heavy
showers headed over your way SO you
m ght want to grab that unbrella if
you're in the Monroeville area cause
it's going to be a downer.
Dani el | e sni ckers.
A soft RUSTLE catches her attention
Danielle sits up, wal ks towards the front door, bends down.
LEON (O S.)
And that's all we have left for you
t oday. . .

Danielle picks up a tarot card fromthe ground and flips it
ar ound.

THE TOWNER

The sound of car engi ne descends upon the house.
Danielle's eyes go wi de. She drops the card, stands up.
BAM

Dar kness.

END



