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FADE | N:
| NT. ROCKFI ELD BAPTI ST CHURCH - DAY
Signs of a packed house are still readily evident.

One FAM LY, the THOWSONS, MAMA (|l ate 20s), DAD (Il ate 20s)
and SIS (12), excitedly hug their son, BILLY (7).

DAD
You did it, Billy. You nade your
First Holy Comruni on.

Bill happily nods at his acconplishment.

MOM
Those who are called are willing to
do anything for him even die.

Billy's happy-go-I|ucky deneanor quickly fades.

BI LLY
D e?

DAD
Only if chosen.

BI LLY
But, Dad, | don’'t wanna die.

Billy begins crying.

BI LLY
Take it back. | don’t wanna die.

MOM
It’s just an expression, dear.

Billy' s cries becone | ouder as he becomes inconsol abl e.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

| NSERT: THREE YEARS LATER.

Billy (now 10), big for his age, plays with the other KIDS
in the class. They are divided between the sw ngs, slides,
and the uneven bars.

Billy stands next in line on the slide. He watches the BOY
in front of himgo down head-first, do a deft handstand,
sumersault, then stands up to a | oud ovati on.

Billy considers doing a trick.



He | ooks around, hesitates. The others behind himstare
inpatiently at him

He takes a deep breath. Several kids take notice.
Some of his classmates clap and egg hi mon.
The cl assmat es behi nd hi m are annoyed.

CLASSMVATE 1
Cone on Billy, hurry up.

kes a deep breath. Sits down on the slide, goes down
e "normal " style. The class groans.

ta
inth
EXT. H GH SCHOOL OUTDOOR GYM CLASS- DAY
| NSERT: FI VE YEARS LATER

Billy (15), huge for his age, wal ks around gym cl ass | ooki ng
for something that gets his attention.

He wat ches others run the mle, play basketball, soccer,
hockey, even | acrosse.

He strolls around the school building, and in the space
between two buil di ngs, stops dead as he wi tnesses TWO KI DS,
both barely half his size, beat up on another KID

Kid 1 stops as kid 2 holds down the kid 3.

KID 1

What’s you |l ooking at, Billy?
BI LLY

No- not hi ng.
KID 3

Pl ease hel p ne.

KID 1
"1l fuck you up, boy.

Billy quickly turns around and runs away.

| NT. GENERAL HOSPI TAL - NI GHT

| NSERT: TWELVE YEARS LATER

Billy (27), big but showi ng signs of flab, sits in a chair
in a hospital roomwhile his GRLFRIEND (25), lays in a
hospital bed with tubes hooked up to her.

Barely able to contain her excitenent, she grabs his arm



G RLFRI END
How nuch | onger ?

Bl LLY
| don’t know, hun. Soon.

G RLFRI END
| gotta see her.

Billy looks terrified. She gently caresses his face.

G RLFRI END
You' || be great.

A NURSE wal ks in with a cryi ng NEWBORN BABY.

NURSE
Here' s your bundl e of joy.

The nurse hands the newborn to his girlfriend. The nurse
| ooks at her, then him She smles at him

NURSE
Ring if you need anything.

She wal ks out.

G RLFRI END
Here, hold our daughter.

Billy | ooks terrified, as usual.

But, as his baby gets closer to him she nakes eye contact
with her dad, stops crying, and coos.

A magi cal nonent happens as they touch fingers.

| NT. SHTRI GA LABORATORI ES - NI GHT

BREAK ROOM

| NSERT: THREE YEARS LATER.

Billy, (30), big but flabby, wears a shirt with a tapir-Iike
creature on it. On the back of the chair hangs a janitor’s

outfit. He sits reading a newspaper.

| NSERT HEADLI NE: Worl dwi de epi dem ¢ worsens as scientists
baffl ed by billions who never wake up.

| NSERT SMALLER HEADLI NE: Six nonths later, still no answers
of any kind forthcom ng.

One of his coworkers, SALLY, (md 20s), cleans the table.



SALLY
|’ ve heard that people are outright
killing thensel ves instead of

waiting for "it" to happen.
He | owers the paper.

BI LLY
Can’t blanme them This is truly
horrible. Just waiting for the
next person to never wake up.

SALLY
Once you fall into the coma,
there’s nothing |eft of your brain,
at all. 1t’s the end of humanity.

He stands up, wal ks to the adjacent table where another
JANI TOR rests. He tries to wake him

BI LLY
Fred, Fred, wake up.

Not hing. Billy shakes him violently. The rest of the
people in the breakroomstare at Fred’ s conat ose body.

MANAGER
Al'l of you, back away. Now.

They | ook up to see the MANAGER notioni ng them of f.

MANAGER
Unl ess you want to be quaranti ned.

Billy quickly raises his hands and backs away.

MANAGER
Go back to work.

Billy puts on his janitor’s outfit then | eaves.
| NT. SHTRI GA LABORATORI ES - NI GHT
SHTRI GA MAI N CONSOLE VAULTED COVPUTER ROOM

To the left of the door sits a large conputer with water
cool ants attached to extra mainframe conputing power.

The back wall has bat hroons, fountain, and a rest area.

Thousands of tiny TV-like devices line the right wall. Each
one has a person init.



Billy's key card opens the door. He knocks on the door as
he enters.

BI LLY
|’ mhere to clean the office.

He knocks on the door again. Nothing. The lights are on,
but, there doesn’'t seemto be anyone around.

BI LLY
Hel 1 0? Dr. Shtriga.

Billy | ooks around the office. H's eyes get drawn to the
t housands of tiny TVs. He stares at them

He gasps and puts his hand up to his nouth.

REVEAL: The janitor fromthe break roomsits on the TV,
silently scream ng away.

The bat hroom door opens. Qut wal ks Dr. JETON SHTRI GA,
dar k- ski nned ALBANI AN, (LATE 50S), thin frame, sees Billy.

JETON
What are you doi ng?

BI LLY
| thought sonething happened.

JETON
|’mfine, |eave.

Jeton wal ks to the control panel

BI LLY
|’ mhere to clean the office, sir.

JETON
Then do your | ob.

Billy | ooks back at his friend.

BI LLY
Sir, I saw ny co-worker on one of
t hose screens. |Is he okay?

Jeton studies him slowy walks to him

JETON
It’s none of your concern.

Billy pulls out his cell phone.



JETON
kay, okay. If | explainthis to
you, you MJST keep it quiet.

Jeton turns to his controls.

JETON
Your friend if fine. Better than
fine, actually. He' s gonna live
f orever.

BI LLY
But, he's conatose.

Jeton types on the conputer

JETON
Only his body. His consciousness
is here, on this tiny screen.

Bl LLY
But . ..

JETON
How, right? Basically, the human
brain is a conputer. Wth the
advances of the internet, we're
able to upload a person fromtheir
body and preserve them

BI LLY
That' s evil.

Jeton brings up Billy's profile.

JETON
Evil? W are preserving them
They will live forever in bliss.

No nore wars, disease, death.
Not hi ng but blissful dreans.

BI LLY
But, who deci des?

Jeton nakes eye contact with Billy.

JETON
W all do. You think I’'m doing
this al one?

BI LLY
| m sure others workers hel p you.



JETON
Here? The world’ s governnents
submitted a list of people they
wanted elinmnated. Only the
smartest stay.

BI LLY
But, what gives you the right?

Jeton gets off his seat, wal ks nenacingly over to Billy.

JETON
W have a right to nake our world
the best it can be. No nore wars,
terrorism nothing. They get to
dream forever. |[|t’s nore than
nost deserve.

BI LLY
This is wong.

JETON
You foolish idiot.

He flicks the return button on the conputer.

JETON
| won’t |let you ruin our progress.
You won’t last a mnute until you
pass out, forever.

BILLY
| f these are to be ny | ast words,
then | have one question.

JETON
Go on.

BI LLY
| f everyone is supposed to be in a
"heaven-1ike" setting, then why do
they all screan?

JETON
They don’t.

Billy blinks his heavy eyelids, stunbles. 1t’s begun.

BI LLY
Look cl oser.

Jeton wal ks up to the nonitors, studies each of them

REVEAL: All of the people exhibit signs of intense terror.



Jeton wipes that batch to | ook at another batch. The sane
faces of terror. He |ooks at another batch.

Billy double blinks, then drops to one knee.

JETON
Wiy? Wwhat is..

He | ooks at another batch. He stops Billy’s upload.
Billy rises back to his feet.
Jeton | ooks at him
JETON
They’ re supposed to be in heaven.

| have to stop..

Jeton coughs. He tries to clear his throat, but, the
coughi ng gets worse.

Billy wal ks to him

Jeton collapses to the floor, convul ses violently. Extrene
terror erupts across his face. Hi s chest rises.

Hi gher.
Hi gher.

Sonet hi ng bursts through his chest. A being crawl s out of
t he bl oodi ed ness.

Billy backs away, but, doesn’t run away.

The being stands over eight feet tall, thin, extrenely ugly,
Wi th red-piercing eyes and pointed teeth and ears.

BEI NG
Coul dn’ t have himshutting off ny
greatest achievenent, right?

BI LLY
What are you?

BEI NG
| have many nanes, but, you can
call me NI GHTMARE

Billy backs to the door, reaches for the handle.



NI GHTMARE
11 kill you before you open that
door, Billy boy.

BI LLY
How do you know. ..
NI GHTMARE
| know everyone. | watch every
wr et ched person dream each ni ght.
BI LLY
How?
NI GHTMVARE

|’ ma god. The god of fear and bad
dreans. How el se, you noron?

BI LLY
Did you do this?

Billy points to the nonitors.

NI GHTMVARE
O course. | whisper to everyone
deep in their sleep. Sone, like
Jeton, listen nore.

Ni ghtmare runs his talon-like nails across the | ower
nmonitors as he wal ks towards Billy.

NI GHTMARE
He t hought he was buil di ng
sonet hi ng wonderful. But, he was

really building the nmeans to all ow
me to wal k in your world.

He towers over Billy.

NI GHTMVARE
Al'l those people, scream ng for
nmont hs, giving ne power.

Billy shakes his head, side to side.

NI GHTMARE
Ch yes. Billions of terrified
peopl e beggi ng for help.

BILLY
Sonmeone has to stop you.



NI GHTVARE
Oh please. It’s too late. Mire
t han hal f your popul ati on has been
taken by nme. The rest | will herd
like cattle.

Bl LLY
We're nore than that.

NI GHTMARE
Not really. Humanity's fears are
my food. And | need people to keep

the machine running. | can put you
in charge. | can give you anything
you want .

BI LLY
No.

NI GHTMVARE

Real ly? Scardie Billy's gonna grow
a backbone now? You're the sane
Billy that couldn’t even go down a
slide just a few years ago.

Billy ducks under N ghtmare as he backs away from him

Bl LLY
That isn’'t who | am

NI GHTMVARE
O course, it is. You re the boy
who turned away from God because
you were terrified he’d call you to
die for him You re the sanme boy
who | et that kid get beaten up

Bl LLY
| m not .

NI GHTMVARE
That boy killed hinself ten years
ago. You could have nade a
difference in his life.

Billy's eyes swell with tears.
BI LLY

| can’t do anything about that,
but, I can do sonethi ng about you.

10.



NI GHTMVARE
You're a coward, period. Take the
offer or I will make you suffer

Ni ghtmare grabs Billy by the arm

NI GHTMVARE
| f you think they' re scared,
i magi ne what |1'd do to you. Last
chance to accept ny offer.

Billy jerks his armfree.

BI LLY
| was that way before | had ny
daught er.

NI GHTMARE

She can |live too.

Bl LLY
|’d die for her.

NI GHTMARE
O you can watch her die.

BI LLY
|’d die to stop you.

The tapir on Billy's shirt gl ows.

BILLY
You had enem es eons ago. The
Baku, they were call ed.

NI GHTMARE
How do you know t hat nane?

BI LLY

Saw themin a dream They asked ne

if 1’d die to protect her?
Billy touches the tapir.
BI LLY
Let their light shine through ne.
Let ne keep you at bay.

NI GHTMARE
You fool.

Fl ames expl ode from N ghtmares’ fingers.

11.

Billy' s tapir junps off his shirt and absorbs the flanes.



12.

Hundr eds of other tapir-shaped BAKU appear. They shine
blinding purifying |ights as N ghtmare shrieks in agony.

Ni ght mare col |l apses. The Baku turn towards Billy.

BI LLY
| under st and.

The Baku' s lights increase dramatically, destroying the
machi ne, releasing the victins.

BI LLY
Return honme those of you who can
Rest in peace those who can't.

Billy |l ooks at the Baku that cane fromhis shirt.
BI LLY
Pl ease tell her that | did this for
her, for all of them

The Baku speaks tel epathically.

BAKU
Everyone wi |l know your deed. She
wll be cared for by the world.

Billy | ooks at Ni ghtmare, who scow s at him
Chai ns appear in Billy’s hands.
BI LLY
Wth these chains, | bound you.
For all eternity.
Billy, the chains, N ghtrmare and the Baku all vanish.
Security forces burst through the door.

SECURI TY GUARD 1
W re too | ate.

They renove their caps to honor him

THE END.



