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"Alternate titl e-"Jobs"
| NT. OFFI CE

A shot of a business manager sitting at a desk during a job
interview. The opening shot is fromthe hero’ s p.o.v.

MANAGER
So Frank. You want to be a sou
chef ?

Frank nods yes.
We need to know that you will be
willing to work overtinme and
weekends.

W see the hero in a chair eager to answer.

FRANK
Yes sir, that’s not a probleml’'ma
hard worker .

MANAGER
| see you used to work at a
pi zzeria?

FRANK
Oh right...(clearing his
throat) Well | was a short order
cook.. | knowit’s not nmuch but I'm
wlling to go through the training.
|’ma fast |earner.

MANAGER
Good... W' Il get back to you soon!

Ankwar d nonent .

FRANK
| s that what you need to know?

MANAGER
That’s it, have a good day sir.

The manager gives Frank a long smle and stare with a slight
head nod.

MANAGER
Next, please.

In wal ks a beautiful blond with a great personality...



G RL

(very peppy)
Hel | o.

MANAGER
Hi! how are you today!?

G RL
| " m doing great!!

As Frank is heading through the door he |ooks back very
perpl exed by their initial rapport.

Frank wal ks out the door there was a very long |line of
people. Its an open call interview for a restaurant |ine
all the way down the street.

EXT. STREET

A worman wal ki ng the streets passing by the busy

wor | d. Peopl e going on buses. Checking the papers. Making
phone calls. She finally reaches the apartnment. Inside is
Frank sitting at a table with his coffee with paper

work. Stack of bills and a couple of cups next to them
Except for the man’s working area. The apartnent is well
kept but very tight corners.

The wonen enters the apartnent. W see sone cl assic
pai nti ngs of pastas and wi nes. The wonen | ooks upset, | ooks
around and begins to clean the little apartnent.

FRANK
H (pause)l know how everyt hi ng
| ooks lately. Everything s going to
get better soon.

JANE
Well that remnds nme...|l have to
tell you sonething.

FRANK
Ch anything, what is it?

JANE
|’ve decide | amgoing to nove in
I

with my parents for alittle while.

FRANK
What, you don’t have to do that.

Frank gets up and wal ks over to the fridge opens it up. The
fridge | ooking very enpty he grabs a bottle of water.



FRANK
| thought we were hel ping each
ot her here.

JANE
| know but they told nme they are
cutting shifts off ny schedul e.
Jane pl aces the bags on the small table.

FRANK
Ch no!

Frank wal ks over to the phone and about to dial.

JANE
What are you doi ng?
FRANK
|’ mcalling your manager.
JANE
You don’t have to do that! | told
theml was fine with it.
FRANK
Okay then sl ow down.
JANE
And now | may be pregnant.
FRANK
(pause)
Are you sure?
JANE
Yes... I'mlate.

JANE WALKS OVER AND OPENS A W NDOW

FRANK
Your late? Then I'l|l have to
support you.

JANE
(pauses)
My parents want to help ne out so |
can get back on ny feet.

FRANK
| told you a few restaurant owners
need a chef. It’s just getting

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

FRANK (cont’ d)
pushed back till the place opens
up. That’s all. What? Wall street,
housi ng, autonobile industry it’s
all tight right now.

The two of themare very close both trying to go in the
opposite direction but its difficult to nove.

Jane pauses and just | ooks over to her keys.
JANE
|"msorry | don’t want to end up
with a broken wllow.

Jane wal ks away and noves cl oser to the door.

FRANK

What ' s that suppose to nean?
JANE

It’s like you just said its tough

ri ght now.

W see the chairs don’t even match the table.
FRANK

Its just for alittle while | onger.
the nmanager Geg said they are
still renovating the restaurant. He
said he will need a chef. |’ m not
just waiting around. You see ne
| ooking for other jobs too. Just in
case. Right!? Do you know what it’s
like... It’s a jungle out therel!l
Peopl e who are way over qualified
are taking the | ower positions. You
could even | ook for yourself.

Frank goes to grab the paper.

JANE
| know about it cause ny friend
Sheryl can’t find work. She keeps
telling me how hard it is... And
she’ s al ways conpl ai ni ng.

FRANK
That’ s her! (Pause) You know how
you al ways wanted to have a
baby? You didn't say it all the
time but | knew that’s what you
really wanted. To take care of and
raise a child. | love you and... |
just want to help you. I wll.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

(she | ooks very sad and now wi t hout
wor ds. )

JANE
Thank you Frank.

FRANK
Pl ease don't.

JANE
My ride is outside | have to go.

Jane opens the door and starts to wal k out of the
apart nment.

Frank foll ows her outside.

FRANK
Way are they here?

JANE
|’msorry | just couldn’t do it
al one.
Qutside her parents are sitting in car in the street

FRANK
Jane... |’s not over.

L' absente by Yann Tieresan starts to play.

Jane | ooks back at himand then starts to wal k toward the
car. She gets in the back and they drive away.

| NT. Fr anks Apart nent

Frank returns back up stairs enters the apartnent and sees
the bag of groceries. He pulls out the nm |k, bread, and
eggs. He places theminto the fridge. Frank tries to nmake a
phone call only it’s cut off because of an unpaid service.
He grabs his keys, sonme change and | eaves the apartnent.

Canera follows Frank all the way to a phone booth near his
house on a side street.

Frank | ooks around and sees little boy reading the paper.

FRANK
Are you readi ng that paper?

KI D
Yes |’ mreading the news.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

FRANK
Yup you are. Can | just see it for
a second?

Kl D
Hold on it says that the
unenpl oynment is down to 6%

FRANK
Huh, but why are you | ooki ng at
t hat - (he I ooks at himin slight

di sbel i ef and keeps the C assifieds
for himself)

KI D
l"mtrying to plan for ny future
so if you' ll excuse ne. (turns his
shoul der)

FRANK
Fi ne whatever you do. Don’t fall in
| ove.

Kid |l ooks at himin slight disbelief and keeps the
Classifieds for himself.

FRANK
Sorry I'Il give it back to you

He makes his own phone call wth sonme extra quarters. He
calls the first job he could find.

FRANK
Hello, | amcalling about the job
add you pl aced, your | ooking for
servers. Right?

LADY
Yes we were. W just hired soneone
to fill the position.

FRANK

Ch really that fast?

LADY
That’ s right sir.

FRANK

Are there any other positions
avai | abl e?

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY
|’msorry. Try back in about a
nonth. We are hiring for all other
positions then.

FRANK

Oh. Thanks for your tinme..
LADY

No problem

Frank hangs up and dials another listing. The canera begins
to circle around the phone booth. Wth nusic playing show ng
the speed at which Frank is going at and also all the hang
ups. Cutting back and forth fromthe paper to his face

tal king on the phone and witing notes on the paper.

Finally he hangs up the phone one last time and searches his
pockets and has no nore change. Frank gets out of the phone
booth to grab sonme change. Misic stops when he opens the
phone booth. Mddle of L absente by Yann Tiersan

EXT. Street-M d Day

BUM
Do you have any change on you nan.

FRANK
Cone on | was gonna ask you for
change. You probably have nore
nmoney than nme right now.

BUM
| have to nake noney here, | am
tired.

FRANK
Can | pl ease have a coupl e of
quarters?

BUM

You don’t | ook broke?
FRANK
Is that a joke? (he pulls out his
pocket and shows the bum his enpty
wal | et.)
Bum finally hands him50 cents.

FRANK
Okay thank you sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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He turns away and | ooks through the classifieds and sees a
job as a telemarketer. He places the call and he has a quick
conversation with the secretary.

| NT. Phone Booth

SECRETARY
Hello this is Samant ha.
FRANK

H Samantha nmy nane is Frank, | am
just calling about the add to fil
t he tel emarketing position.

SECRETARY
Ckay Frank. Do you have experience
in tel emarketing.

FRANK
Yes | do about one year of
experi ence.

SECRETARY
K great! I"'mgoing to set up an
interview for you.

FRANK
Sounds good!

SECRETARY
K that’s great, Can you cone in
t onor r ow.

FRANK
Sur e can!

I NT. FRANK' S APARTMENT- DUSK

Frank goes back to his apartnment so he can change his
clothes. Left and right he is trying to pick out the right
shirt and tie. He stares into the dark mrror and finally
feel s ready.

L’ Absente Yann Ti eresan stops playing

Next day Frank is wal king on the streets entering the
bui | di ng.

He sits down waiting and finally he is called in froma
di stance to go into one of the offices for the interview

| NT. OFFI CE- AFTERNOON

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

9.
SECRETARY
Hell o do you have your resune with
you.
FRANK
Yes | do.
SECRETARY
Have a seat the manager w |l be

right with you.

Frank sits on the couch for a few nonths observing the
at nosphere. A couple of beats |later the nanager waves him

over from
fl oor.

t he distance. They wal k across the |large office

INT. OFfice.

KENNY/ MANAGER
kay tell me about your self.

FRANK
Vell | worked in sales and to keep
me through culinary school. | was
the chef for a restaurant till the
owner sold the place... Now | would
like to get back to sales, to pay
the bills.

KENNY

How come your not with a conpany
now... flipping burgers or sone
shit like that.

FRANK
Un | was working on conm ssion but
t hey never turned around to pay
me. So |I’'d rather do sales then
serve bad food.

KENNY
Cold calls too? Huh?

FRANK
Yes sir, Qualified and passed it
over to the closer.

KENNY
Did any of them go through?

FRANK
Yeah, but once | past it along I
never was actually paid. So that
was al l.

( CONTI NUED)
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KENNY

So, We pay people here.
FRANK

That’ s good!

Manager Stands up to give himthe indication that the
meaning is over. Frank hesitates and then stands and | ooks
at himin the eye.

FRANK
kay so. That's it.

KENNY
Yes for now, call you in about 24
hour s.

FRANK
Ckay do | have the job?

KENNY
(pauses) W just have to reviewit
over... You can dial the main |ine

t onorr ow.
Frank shakes his hand and | ooks himin the eye.

Cut to the next day and Frank enters a store with great
cooki ng supplies. He is admring his surroundi ngs what great
chefs would have in their kitchen. He walks out and enters
a phone booth makes a call to the office.

| NT. Phone Booth

FRANK
Hello this is Frank | was told to
call today about my job status.

SECRETARY
Ckay pl ease hol d.

FRANK
Al'l right.

SECRETARY
Kenny renenbers you. He will call
you back.

FRANK
Hol d on a second..

Frank | ooks down and sees the nunber witten on the phone
boot h

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
Wait... Have himcall this nunber.
Its 555-510-8205

SECRETARY
X

FRANK
Thank you. Bye.

L’ Absente Yann Tieresan is beginning to play.
And now the waiting begins. He is posted right next to the

phone for a few m nutes. Wndering what is going on in his
life. He is standing and waiting to here the phone ring. The

day begins to fade to night and still no phone call. Then it
rings.
FRANK
Hel | o.
KENNY

Hel | o Frank! Can you cone in
t onor r ow nor ni ng?

FRANK
Yeabh. | can what tinme.?
KENNY
9am
FRANK
oK
KENNY

Great! W are going to start
training you

FRANK
Al right sounds good.

KENNY
See ya tonorrow. Make sure you
wear a shirt and tie.
They both hang up and Frank | ooks at the phone.
CUT TGO
I NT. O fice Next Day

Kenny is wal ki ng around coachi ng. Frank wal ks in and see’s
the call center

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

KENNY
Frank, It’s good to see you.

FRANK
Its good to have work.

KENNY
What we do is have you call the
| ead sheet and see if we can get
any warm ones and then go down to
t he house to pick up the paper
wor K.

FRANK
Why not just fax thenf

KENNY
W want to inspect the house and
make sure it fits the standard
condi tion.

Kenny hands Frank a cell phone.

FRANK
(Pause) cell phone what for?

KENNY
Conpany phone your going to need it
out in the field.

FRANK
Sure w il do.

CUT TGO
I NT. Frank’s office. Frank is on the phone.

FRANK
Yes you can keep the house and we
get a borrow with better credit.

MAN
Yes OK

FRANK
And then begin to rent the house
and prevent the |oss of the hone.

MAN

Sounds good | would like to see a
track history.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
Not a problem We will get that
over to you right away.

The next few nonents L’ Absente Yann Tieresan is playing over
t he background of all the nonments of Frank at his new job.
You can see that he is making progress.

He is dialing.

He is shown tal king on the phone.

Misi c fades to Frank on | ooking at a picture of Jane.
INT. OFfice

KENNY
Renenber the house you found on
Seward Ave.

FRANK
Yea | do. what about it?

KENNY
Here’s your check. They nade the
transfer to us!

Kenny hands Frank a pay check!

FRANK
That’s good! So now what? They
have to file for bankruptcy.

KENNY
The attorneys are on that as we
speak.

Kenny wal ks by the wi ndow to | ook through the blinds.
Feel s good to have sone security
and make it through this tough
econony. Tough times, that’s
bul I shit! There's still noney to
be made.

FRANK
Yeah! Let’s hope it stays this way.

KENNY
We are lucky to have you. Haha
Fi ni sh up your rounds and we can
add on a bonus.

EXT: 2nd House.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

14.

Frank drives up to a house to sign over another nortgage
deal. A Jew sh man opens the door as he is wal king up the

toward the house.

JEW SH MAN
What Can | hel p you?

FRANK
| amhere to pick up sone signed
papers.

JEW SH MAN

No, | thought | told you guys I
can’t let this happen unless | know
where it’s going to.

FRANK
Its going back to the nortgage
conpany.

JEW SH MAN

It should be? I want to see a
client who had kept their hone
t hrough the foreclosure.

FRANK
K. | will get that to you then.
JEW SH MAN
(Slightly Angry)
Yes, file to ny attorney then maybe
Il c

we w ontinue to
talkl Oherwi se don’'t cone here
anynor e.

Jewi sh man sl ans the door in front of Frank

BUM
Hel |l o do you have any change?

FRANK
| really don't I'"msorry.

BUM
(pause)
Your too away from who you are?

FRANK
|’ msorry?

EXT: 3rd House

CUT TO

( CONTI NUED)
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Two nmen what | ook |ike |locksmths are wearing construction
clothes. As they are working a police officer wal ks out of
hi s house next door.

MAN ONE
Did you see who just wal ked out of
t hat house.

MAN TWO
Yeah...a cop..so0?

MAN ONE
So, Wiy wouldn’t you tell ne a cop
lived right next door.

MAN TWO
| didn’t know. And besides... we
just changed the | ocks renenber.

Man two’s cell phone rings. He Answers

MAN TWO
Yes sir.

KENNY
Hey, Did you guys finish?

MAN TWO
Yes sir just |ocking up.

KENNY
Good. One of our guys and a | ady
are comng by torent it out. Lock
up and get the hell out of there.

| NT: RESTAURANT

Frank is sitting at a booth by hinself and a woman wal k in
with her little daughter a young child around 3 to 4 years
ol d.

LADY
Fr ank?
FRANK
Yes that’'s nme. Mari a?
MARI A
Yes.
FRANK

Yes we spoke over the phone.

He reaches to shake his hand, and Maria pulls away frantic.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARI A
Wiy's is the | oan taking so | ong
you said | could keep nmy house And
it’s comng to close in a week.

FRANK
Well 1’mnot sure. W thought you
were you interested in |easing.

MARI A
No. The owner told ne | was getting
a |l oan from Sanuel s Conpany.

Mari a shows the foreclosure forma Sanuel s
Mort gage Conpany.

FRANK
| work for Longwells. What was the
owners nane?

MARI A
H s nane was Kenny?

FRANK
Kenny, why is Kenny giving out two
different conpanies? | thought you
wer e | easi ng.

MARI A
| need to take care of ny children,
and they don’t want to [ eave. Ch ny
God-1"m getting scamred here.

FRANK
| think there’s a m sunderstanding
here. ..

Maria is beginning to seema |little nervous.

MARI A
Are you kidding ne, can you j ust
tell me if | wll keep ny hone.
FRANK
|’msorry mam |’ mjust not sure.
MARI A
Fucki ng ridi cul ous!
FRANK
Ok, calmdown. |I'’msure we can work

sonet hi ng out.

( CONTI NUED)
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17.

The little girl is looking very sad at this point. And it

hurts Mari

a to see her like this.

MARI A
|’ m sorry honey (to her daughter)l
guess | won’t be needi ng these!

Maria throws the keys at Frank!

FRANK
VWhat ? That’'s not ne.

Mari a takes her daughter by the hand and wal ks out.

Frank stands there very hurt and | ooks up at the chef

cooki ng.
scene. He

L’ Absent e

He shakes his head- and notices that they nade a
| ooks to everyone with no words left to say.

Yann Tieresan is playing to its end.

CUr 10O

Frank’s entering the building. He takes the stairs and then
enters Kenny' s office.

FRANK
Hey Kenny.
KENNY
Yeah Frank. How did it go?
FRANK
Not very well.
KENNY
Did you show the | ady the new
pl ace. ?
FRANK

No because she said you told her
you woul d keep her hone.

KENNY
You just have to relax your not
going to make a deal by getting al
nervous.

Frank pauses to keep his cool

FRANK
|’ mrel axed.

Kenny wal ks around hi s desk.

( CONTI NUED)
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18.
KENNY
Listen, we are going go on a little
down tine. This will give us a

break before, so you can cool down.

FRANK
Ch what do you nean down tine.

KENNY
It'’s alittle hiatus!

FRANK
A hiatus? One minute this office is
t he best service in town. The next
m nute we are on a hi atus.

KENNY
That’'s the business sonetines. Sit
down your getting too enotional.

FRANK
No sir your nessing with people’s
lives and their children. This is
not hing but fal se prom ses. And
where | draw the |ine.

KENNY
And what do you plan on doi ng
wal king into a burger joint for
wor K.

FRANK
Can | get ny pay? |’ m done.

Kenny | ooks at himand hands himhis envel ope, Frank grabs
it looks through it to double check the cash is there. He
| eaves the office and Kenny tal ks | oud enough for Frank to
hear hi m down the hall.

KENNY
Hey renenber. My doors al ways open.

CUT TO

Frank’s wal king in the street as he wal ks faster. The
honel ess man approaches Frank.

HOVELESS MAN
H can | have a doll ar.

FRANK
Here you go nman.

Frank hands the honel ess man about a bunch of singles.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOVELESS MAN
Thanks Sir.
Frank continues to Jane’s Parents Apartnent.
EXT. Janes house.
Frank rings the bell and Jane answers.

JANE
Frank, what are you doi ng here?

FRANK
H Jane, Just thought | stop by
to to see if you needed anyt hing.

JANE
|’m fine.

FRANK
Are you sure?

Frank pulls out the wad of noney in the envel ope.

JANE
VWhat's this fronf

FRANK
| worked for it just take it.

Frank gives her the envel ope with the cash.

JANE
Al right then. (pause) Bye Frank.

Frank is standing in the hallway with his head down.

CUT TO

| NT. KENNYS OFFI CE
Enters an assistant. She is a younger intern

| NTERN
Sir we have to go.

MANAGER
"1l tell you when we go.

| NTERN
They are changi ng t he | ocks.

Kenny is livid.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

KENNY
| said shut up. 1'lIl tell you when
we | eave!

| NTERN
|’ m not getting |ocked in. Bye I'm
| eavi ng.

KENNY
Just go.

He puts his head down and the new owner wal ks in and he is a
musi ¢ record owner. He has a tag of his conpany around his
neck.

RECORD OWNER
Guess what, | just bought you out!

THE END.



