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FADE | N:
OPENI NG Tl TLE CRAWL:
A LONG TI ME AGO I N A GALAXY FAR, FAR AVAY. ..
STAR WARS
EPI SOCDE VI |
THE CREVASSE REACHES

In the decades follow ng the
destruction of THE EMPIRE, the
REBEL FORCES have spread further
out into the galaxy. Their peaceful
reach extends into unexpl ored
territory.

The NEW ALDERAAN PEACE COUNCIL, |ed
by QUEEN LEI A ORGANA-SOLO is
currently en route to the recently
di scovered pl anet, NOTRHUPA,
under goi ng at nospheric conversion

HAN SOLO, pilot of the infanous
M LLENI UM FALCON, acconpanies his
wife, leaving his lucrative
snmuggling enterprise in the hands
of his young protégée, MeCOULM
TeTHUR

Unbeknownst to THE REBELLION, this
new y discovered solar systemis
al ready occupi ed by an extrem st
sect of specialized warriors known
only as THE CREVASSE, a splintered
faction of the supposed FALLEN
EMPI RE.

The |1 ong cl awed reach of THE
CREVASSE, |ed by the ruthless

DARTH SYNDOCR, grasps for the Roya
ORGANA LEGACY, hoping to crush the
future of the REBELLION at its very
conception. .

EXT. SPACE
The CRAW. conmes to an end over a field of brilliant stars.

VRRRAAAMMM A TI E FI GHTER whi ps across the stars, quickly
foll owed by a new harshly angl ed nodel BLACK Tl E FI GHTER

Lasers BLAST between the TIE fighters. An X-W NG whi ps
across the starfield in pursuit. The TIEs split away.



| NTERCUT: COCKPI T
A young pilot, THRESH, yells into his conmuni qué.

THRESH
You heard nme. TIE fighters. Over.
RADI O
Repeat. Carbon Squadron 6. Say
agai n.
THRESH
Dammt. |'m not seein things, Cap.

Thresh chases the grey TIE. The Black TIE is too agile.

RADI O ( 0S)
How i s that possible? The Enpire
fell decades ago.

THRESH
(obnoxi ous)
You want nme to ask? I'I|l be polite.

The grey TIE approaches the |arge nothership of the New
Al deraan Peace Council [NAPC, nay|pack] in the distance.
Thresh fol |l ows.

The Black TIE circles him RIPPING away at strange angl es.

Three X-Wngs and two | arge defensive ships, known as
STEWARDS, protect the NAPC. An X-Wng | aunches after the
Bl ack TIE.

THRESH
| | ost visual.

Thresh keeps cl ose, even though the TIE tries to evade.

The other X-wing pilot spots the BLACK TIE fighter. It
qui ckly alters course, up and up. The X-Wng foll ows.

RADI O
Carbon 9 found the Black TIE
Fi ghter. Commander says if they get
too close to the NAPC, take em out.

THRESH
(obnoxi ous)
How cl ose is too cl ose?
The grey TIE gets closer and CLOSER to the not hershi p.
The Bl ack TIE | oops back down, facing the X-Wng, BLASTI NG
Thresh notices the X-Wng EXPLODE, then whips his attention

back to the eneny in front of him He yells in anger and
BLASTS away. The TIE is struck, but keeps going.



3.
The STEWARDS shift to defend the front and rear of the NAPC.
The remaining X-Wngs | eave the NAPC s side and rocket
towards the Black TIE. They blast away as the TIE | eads t hem
further away fromthe NAPC not hership, into deep space.

Thresh CHASES the grey TIE. They BLAST and dodge, back and
forth, until Thresh EXPLODES the TIE. He holl ers and CHEERS

The ot her X-Wngs pursue the Black TIE

BAMF. It escapes, WARPING i nto hyperspace, |eaving the
Rebel s far fromthe NAPC

| NT. MOTHERSHI P - REGAL CHAMBER
A uni formed operator, ABRAMS, sw pes at a tabl et-device.
ABRANS
The Stewards have shifted their
stance to protect us. W lost a few
X-Wngs to battle before the eneny
di sappear ed.

Abranms turns, holding the tablet, displaying the skirm sh
He wal ks across the regal Victorian-style chanber.

LEIA sits in a nodest throne, cross-legged and casual. Her

hair is elaborately woven atop her head, like a tendrilled
bee-hive. She still has that air of stubbordness about her.
LEIA

(unapol ogeti c)
We have nore. Tell nme, Abrans, the
way they nove - are those TIE

fighters?
ABRAMS

Private Thresh confirnms it is.
LElI A

| knew it.
ABRAMS

What ? Queen Organa, if | may, the
Empire fell long ago. Perhaps there
is another, nore rational,

expl anat i on.

LEI A
You don't know the Enpire like |
do. | knew there woul d be others.
Somewhere. Qur m ssion here is
still a success, Abrans.

ABRAMS

| thought we were exploring
undi scovered territory? To shine
( MORE)



ABRAMS (cont' d)
the light, into the darkness. A
peace m ssion, you said.

LEIA
As you shoul d, Operator. Not al
shoul d know of the Enpire's reach
Pani c spreads nore easily than
Hope. The New Republic woul d never
growto this size if we were all
afraid. Alas, we feared this day
woul d cone. And the day is not yet
over. It has just begun.

ABRAMS
Are you quite certain there will be
nmore, Queen Organa?

LEIA
(1 ooks away)
There's al ways nore.

EXT. SPACE

BAMF. Two massive Enpire Mtherships exit |ight-speed.
SWARMS of CREY TIEs escape fromthe black hul king exterior.

A structure extends fromthe Stewards, unfolding. Drones are
rel eased fromports. They fly along the extended structure,
pulling a netallic fabric across like a sail.

The Stewards' fully shield the NAPC fromthe TIEs.

X-Wngs exit fromthe Mthership and form squads behind the
shields - then RUSH the eneny.

X-W ngs dogfight the TIEs in the strange di nensions of
space. VWHAAZAAAM An X-W NG explodes. It's all-out WAR

Squadrons split away, engagi ng eneny formations. The TIEs
are nore agile, but the X-Wngs can take nore damage.

| NTERCUT: COCKPI TS
Thresh, |eading a squad, CHEERS as he destroys a TIE.

The I nperial Mtherships (IM5) slowly advance, like rolling
cl ouds of thunder - inpending their way towards Leia's ship.

TIEs pelt a Steward's shield. No damage - just flaring.

Two X-Wngs squads formon the TIEs. That BLACK Tl E appears
behind them It BLASTS the squad, exploding two X-W ngs.

The massive Enpire ships hul k over the smaller dogfight
bel ow, casting a | arge shadow over the |laser battle.

A small sleek black ship, JETTISONS froman IMS. It zips
away, stealthily, avoiding any skirm sh
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The other I M5 |aunches a pulse mssile. It PLUVES |iquid
fireinits wake, Iike some twisted oil spill in zero
gravity.

KA- THRAAM |t expl odes against the Steward shield, a hole
grows |ike insects chonping through a leaf in fast forward.

The other IMS fires a mssile. It EXPLODES into the
vul nerabl e Steward, EVISCERATING it fromw thin.

Lasers fill the stars, until only a few fighters remain.

Thresh | ooks out at the hopel ess battle. He CARVES away,
changi ng course, and ROCKETS towards an | M5

RADI O
Thresh?! What are you doi ng?

THRESH
What needs to be done. You saw how
powerful they are.
He RUSHES the cockpit of the IMS, dodging | asers as he goes.

THRESH
We aren't ready for this.

An X-Wng joins him a young man with a noustache, TAIL.

TAI L
" mright behind you, Thresh.

Anot her X-Wng picks off a TIE pursuing Tail.

THRESH
Tai | ? What took you so | ong
Antill es?

TAI L

Let's finish this before it starts.

THRESH
Affirmati ve.

They get closer and closer to the eneny's Mot hership.
Thresh DODGES bl asts from cannons nounted on the I M5 hull.

Tai |l BLASTS the cannons, while Thresh ainms for the cockpit.
He sees inside - pilots run fromthe inpending collision.

A squad of TIEs blasts at Thresh and Tail. An X-Wng squad
chases these TIEs. It doesn't | ook good for anyone.

THRESH

(yell'ing)
Long live the Rebellion..



THRESH / TAIL
Long | ove the Queen.

Thresh kam kazes, DEEP into the cockpit, FIRI NG as he goes.
He breaks through the interior. Tail follows. They EXPLODE
setting off a chain reaction of nuclear events.

TIEs battle X-Wngs, as the massive whale of the I M5, sinks
t hrough space like a snoking Titanic, in the background.

Only two X-Wngs and a lone TIE fighter remain. They trick
the eneny into their firing lane - and BLAST it away.

MEANVWHI LE, that small JETTI SONED eneny ship, appearing so
smal | agai nst the massive NAPC, enters an open hangar bay.

The remai ning I nperial Mthership, finishing its m ssion,
instantly BLIPS out of existence, through tinme and space.

W PE:
| NT. NAPC MOTHERSHI P - SMOKY CHAMBER
A chanmber roomfilled with starmaps and ancient artifacts.

A grey haired man, the GENERAL, hunches over a desk. A
smal | -scal e hol ographic alien, a BOTHAN, "stands" on a
hol o-tabl et before him

BOTHAN
CGeneral, | fear it is so. The
Cartesian Ring won't let the cargo
| oose. This course of action could
injure our relationship with them

GENERAL
Rel ati onshi p? Cone on, | don't
wanna hold their hand. Are you
telling nme the Enterprise |I've
wor ked so hard for. So long for.
Doesn't earn US nore respect than
t hat ?

BOTHAN
Never-the-1less, the Cartesians w ||
not |isten.

GENERAL
| don't need to tell ya how
smuggl i ng works, now, do I, pal?

So... TAKE the provisions.
Re-di stri bute them anongst the
Rebel Flotillas. Like the plan.

BOTHAN
Per haps you should | end your nane
to the operation. Surely, they wll
listen then.



GENERAL
Keep ny nanme out of it. That's it,
that's all. Now, nmake it known.
BOTHAN

| should refrain, but General SOLO
sir. If the Cartesi ans knew who we
represented th---

GENERAL
You heard ne... Mke it known.

BOTHAN
(bows)
CGeneral .

CGENERAL
(aggressive)
The hol o bursts away with STATIC.
The General reaches and grabs a long thin glass straw from a
richly ornate hand-carved box. He CRACKS the tip, and
i nhal es. Snoke creeps around his sil houette.

It's HAN SOLO - aged and grey, but with that same sly smle.

HAN
Han Sol 0? The nanme still neans
sunt hi n.
W PE ACROSS
EXT. SPACE

A swi nm ng green planet, NOTRHUPA, swirls with atnospheric
gasses. A Steward and a few X-Wngs, protects the NAPC.

A boxy CARRI ER exits the NAPC and enters the atnosphere.
EXT. NOTRHUPA - DAY

A large green ocean covers nost of the planet. The solitary
continent's interior thrives with lush plant life. A habitat
of bunkers and dones |lines the coast.

At onspheric conversion machi nes send pul se waves into the
pl anet's core. Ohers gather water fromthe ocean.

Terranauts | ook to the sky, as the carrier |ands nearby.

A greying officer, Captain CHADWCK, exits. He is net by a
formally dressed alien with nunerous eyes, VILACQUA.

VI LACQUA
Capt ai n Chadw ck? \Wat happened?



CHADW CK
Vilacqua. Now is not the tine.

VI LACQUA
But the battle. W all saw. Wat
happened? Who were they?

CHADW CK
" mnot here to discuss the
nmomentary skirm shes of the stars.
|"m here to inspect the Queen's
accommodati ons. She wants to be on
soil for this inportant event.

VI LACQUA
But Captain, if WE just discovered
Not r hupa, how d the eneny find us?

CHADW CK
Commander Lucas destroyed the
eneny. That is all that matters.
Now, show ne the Queen's Chanbers.

VI LACQUA
You' re right. Conmander Lucas gives
us hope, in these dark unexpl ored
corners of the galaxy... This way.

The officers pass several terranauts, wth official

CHADW CK
Quite right, Vilacqua. He protects
us again. Notrhupa is to be a
shi ning beacon for the New
Republic. And birth-place of a new
Royal Legacy.

VI LACQUA
Long live the Rebellion. Long |ove
t he Queen.

sal ut es.

Surroundi ng terranauts repeat the mantra wi th sal utes.

W PE:

EXT. SPACE

The NAPC nothership is protected by its defensive flotilla.

| NT. NAPC MOTHERSHI P

Han Sol o marches down a hall way, passing a tall droid.

DRA D
General Solo. Queen Leia eagerly
awai ts your presence.



HAN
Tell me sonething | don't know.
How s the arnf®

DRO D
(bends arm
Ful |y operational now. Thank you.
HAN
| tried to warn ya, pal. It's

unw se to upset a Woki e.

DRO D
Quite right, CGeneral. My
programm ng has been nodified
accordingly.

HAN
VWhat ? Let the Wokie win?

DRA D
Affirmative. This nmethod of action
proves beneficial to this one. My
| acconpany you to the Queen's
chanbers.

HAN
No. I'mfine on ny owm. |Is SHE
alright though? Is it happening?

DRA D
The Mai dens are at her side.

HAN
That's not what | asked.

DRA D
The signs are clear. Very soon,
Gener al .

HAN
Thanks. | think. Isn't it early?

DRA D
General , your vital signs show
irritation. You hear rate has
accel erated 17 percent.

HAN
Dunno if I"'mready for this. Can't
be nine cycles already? Can it?

DRA D
From what | understand of human
reactionary systens you shoul d be
qui te pl eased. Ceneral, perhaps |
could relieve your stresses. | am
fully automati zed for enotional--
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HAN
Didn't | say not to follow ne?

The droid stops wal king al ongside Han. It waits a nonent.

DRO D
CGeneral Solo? I"'mnot sure | und--
HAN
(1 ooks back)
Sorry. Let ne to it. |I'mnot used

tothis... this...

Han trails off, creating a small distance between them

DRA D
Enoti on?
HAN
(smrks, over shoul der)
| heard that.
W PE ACRCSS
| NT. BEDROOM

Leia's hive of hair reaches high to the ceiling. She paces
t he bedroom as several nmidens prepare a |ounger-like chair.

Lei a watches them Suddenly, her face SCRUNCHES up in pain.

ROBOT
Are you alright?

LElI A
It's Han. | sense him Unusual.
He's... anxious... and afraid.

Leia WNCES. A mumiden rushes to her aid, holding Leia.

LEIA
It's comi ng. Make sure--

FSSSH The bedroom door slides open. Two robot guards stand
out side the entrance. Boots barge in. Han.

HAN
(concer ned)
Lei a.
Leia turns to Han, revealing her very | arge PREGNANT tumy.
Han rushes over. They |l ook in each other's eyes. They kiss.

DRAO D
Preparing the birthing pool.

The droid slides it hand al ong the | ounger. Machinery
UNFOLDS fromw thin. A circular foundation builds.
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Han hel ps the nmaidens | ower Leia to the |ounger.

HAN
| love you, Princess.
LElI A
(smrks)

That's Queen, now... GCeneral.

HAN
Not to ne. You'll always be ny---

Leia grabs his arm Ginds her teeth. Wnces.

ROBOT
Pl ease. W are ready.

The robot places its hand on Han's shoul der. Leia nusters a
smle, fromwthin all that pain. Han steps back

Liquid quickly rises in the created birthing pool, around
t he mai den attending to Leia. The | ounger reclines.

HAN
What can | do?
LEIA
Shh. It's alright. See to our baby.
MAI DEN
It is time.
HAN

WI1l she be alright?
The droid advances with sone birthing equipnent.
DRA D
The process has been altered due to
the Queen's age. Wirry not, Sol o.

Leia yells out. She claws the droid' s arm She closes her
eyes. Han gently rubs her face. She gasps. Eyes snap open.

LElI A
It's. Com ng.

HAN
| know. Shhh.

LElI A

No. Han. The Enpire.

HAN
VWhat's she tal kin about?

DRA D
The attack on the NAPC. Only
nmonments ago. Surely you nust---
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HAN
Attack? Why didn't anyone tell ne?

LElI A
(straining)
| was wong. | thought it was Luke.

HAN
VWhat ? Lei a? Tell ne.

LElI A
(struggl es)
The Force. | felt it. Pulling ne.

Han | ooks to the maidens suspiciously. The droid. They hel p.

HAN
No. No. Shhh. It's the stress.
You're worried. That's all, Leia.
(to droid)
Don't just stand there.
DRA D
We cannot sedate her during
bi rt hi ng.
MAI DEN
Al is well, Solo. The pain is part

of the process.

Lei a pushes hard. Scream ng. Han watches, intently, as Leia
struggles. Finally, the baby is com ng.

A maiden pulls the baby out of the water and hands it to
anot her mai den who waps it in a bl anket.

Leia smles. Han hol ds her face. A tender nonent, as the
mai den hands the bundle to Leia. Han | ooks on in amazenment.

HAN
(soft)
W didit.

LEIA
(smles wde)
We DI D.

MAI DEN
It's a boy.

HAN
A boy? You hear that, Princess. A
BOY!

Han hollers in celebration. He even grabs a naiden and
twrls her. Leia watches with fond eyes, as a mai den takes
t he child.

KA-ZAAM Bl aster fire - fromthe hallway outside.
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The door slides open. A tall dark caped sil houette fills the
doorway. Two fallen robots snoke and SPARK at his feet.

Han DARTS his attention to the door. He PUSHES away the
mai den to safety and reaches for his holster.

The droid RUSHES the dark figure and is shot by a blaster
hiding in the cape's shadows. The droid falls, SPARKI NG

Han returns fire. The BLASTS ride their way up the BALD
assassin, sparking his thin black Sanurai-|ike arnour.

The assassin BLASTS a maiden in the line of fire. She FALLS.

Han rushes the bald man. The assassin reaches for him Han
goes FLYING into a desk, THROM by the invisible FORCE

In that sane brief nonent... Han watches the..

Assassin BLAST Leia! Then he blsts, a nearby maiden. The
mai den with the baby ducks for cover, as Leia is shot again.

Leia is stunned, standing in the pool, dripping wet.
FRRZZAK. Anot her bl ast STRIKES her. She falls with a spl ash.

MEANVHI LE. .. Han RUSHES t he cl oaked vill ain.

The assassin blasts the tank. It SHATTERS. Water fl oods out.
Han TACKLES the bald man over a desk. Heavy ornanents CRASH
with them The nose of Han's bl aster nmakes contact with the
arnmour. Han bl asts away, the shots burn their way through.

The assassin GROANS. Hi s shaky hand reaches out. Han grabs a
fall en statue and SMASHES t he bal d head.

Han ri ses over the unconsci ous assassin. He | ooks to a
mai den trying to revive Leia. Another maiden runs wth the
bundl ed baby towards the exit.

TSSKRAAM A heavy plasma bl ast fromthe assassin bel ow
BURIES into Han's side. He falls, crippled in pain.

The mai den runs for the door.

The assassin admres his handiwork with his one good eye.
He shoots at the fleeing maiden. The shots BLAZE across the
wal |, m ssing. He USES the Force and WHI PS a mai den H GH
into the ceiling. And DOM hard to the fl oor.

He bl asts anot her maiden with several shots to the back.

And before the maiden with the baby can escape, she is
BLASTED in the arm She crunples to the ground.

He steps towards her. She rises and shuffles for the exit.
Scared. The assassin tilts his head, toying with his prey.
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THWACK! Han strikes the assassin with a statue. He huffs and
puffs, standing over the fallen man. Han YELLS in RAGE

rai sing the statue and pumel ling the assassin. Again. And
AGAIN. Until the statue breaks.

Han | ooks at the dead man. His fury lifts. It shifts to awe.

HAN
(puzzl ed)
But... the Force?

The caved-i n head SPARKS. Underneath the skin are W RES.
| NT. HALLWAY

PSSH. The door slides open. Han, with Leia' s blood on his
shirt, advances - wounded, with his blaster at the ready.

The maiden lies on the floor, shot and injured. No baby.

She feebly points down the long hall. Han follows her shaky
hand. At the end of the hallway, he sees..

A WOMAN runs with a bundle in her arnms. Her | ong BRAI DED
hair WHIPS in the air, as she disappears around a corner.

W PE:
EXT. MOTHERSHI P

The NAPC hovers in orbit over, Notrhupa. No sign of the
Enpi re presence.

THEN. .. that sleek black SH P escapes the NAPC and SLIPS
past the defensive flotilla unseen. BAMF. It's gone.

| NT. HANGAR
Han RUSHES t hr ough, knocki ng over pilots, pushing nmechanics.

HAN
VWere is she?

The hangar crew | ooks to each other, confused, puzzl ed.

HAN
Sonmeone answer ne.

A crew nenber close to Han, takes a step back. Intim dated.

HAN
You! Ready an R2 Unit.

He rushes past cruiser ships, X-WNGs, a trade ship.
HAN ( CONT.)

You! Check the starfield for recent
junps. Send it to the R2.
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Han stops. Gimaces. H's bloody hand. H s wounded ribs. Then
he | ooks up, to the MLLENI UM FALCON. No fancy upgrade here.

HAN
You. Prep the first aid station.

The anxi ous crew studies Han. He turns and | ooks to them

CREW
Who? Ceneral ? Who do you | ook for?

HAN
The assassins. Who let themin?

They're all confused. Han grabs one by the collar.

HAN
SPILL! Who killed ny w fe?

CREW
Queen Lei a? No. No.

Han | ooks around. They're scared. He lets the crew mate go.

CREW
Al'l the ships went for battle.

HAN
Wen | find out who did it. You're
dead. | don't care who. O why.
You' re mn ne.

Pl LOT
The Falcon is ready. I'll co-pilot.

HAN
Who are you?

Pl LOT
Han, it's ne. WEDGE. The Death
Star? | flew with Luke. Now? Wl |
| run this hangar.

HAN
Then why should | trust YOU?

VEDGE
| lost mny son in the battle..
"' m Captai n Wedge An- -

HAN
Antilles? Alright. Get her ready.

V\EDGE
Lei a? Are you sure?

HAN
(1 ooks away)
| wish | wasn't.
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W PE:
EXT. TATOO NE - N GHT

A bl onde cracked desert sprawls on and on. Two bright noons
rest in the horizon. Afalling star, snmears across the sky.

Hi dden in the crevasses of the canyon, lies a smal
entrance. Plants grow along cracks. Firelight glows from
within the cave

| NT. CAVE

Fl ames flicker. Shadows dance al ong the cave walls. A robed
figure sits cross-legged at a canpfire in the distance.

The bearded man's eyes are closed, deep in concentration.

A multi-w nged insect flutters across the shadows and
bet ween the enbers floating up fromthe fire.

Hi s eyes SNAP open.

Suddenly, an invisible Force PUSHES the insect over the
fire. It is SCORCHED and instantly engul f ed.

He gasps. He holds his head, grabbing at an unseen pain.

OLD MAN
Lei al

He SLAMS his fist onto the ground, and instantly RISES |ike
he were repelled magnetically. He whips out a weapon with
one hand.

The grey hilt of a lightsaber. SNAP-HI SS. It ignites, with
crackling green enerqgy.

This is LUKE SKYWALKER. He yells, full of a furious anger.
And SLASHES the cave wall. The gashes drip | ava.

The saber retracts. Luke crunbles to the ground. Infantile.
He sobs into his hand, bringing up his other sleeve,
revealing his severed armfrom | ong ago.

LUKE
Lei a? No.

Anot her insect flutters by, and settles on Luke's knee.

LUKE
"' msorry.

He | ooks up, through tears. He notices the insect calmy
resting on his knee, licking it|s feelers. A soft smle
grows fromw thin the unkept silver beard.

W PE:
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EXT. SPACE

Space stations surround the giant ringed planet of TYRANNUS.
There is significant activity as ships cone and go.

| NT. SEEDY CLUB
Ornate cards are SLAMVED onto a felt-lined table.

MAN ( OS)
Read em and weep, fellas.

A smling joker brings his hands behind his head. Rel axed.
This is MeCOULM TeTHUR, a charismatic young man (think
M CHAEL B. JORDAN) with a thin goatee and trim afro.

MVECOULM
| know it's an enotional tinme for
you right now. You lost a |ot of

creds. | understand.
(smrks)
That's why | love comin to

Tyrannus. Easy noney. Get over it,
pal . This is how the gal axy works.
You play me, you | ose.

A gnarled tw sted alien face GLARES back at the joker.

GNARLED

You cheat. | hear of you. Cheata.
MECOULM

| think you got me confused. Ask

around. | whooped all their asses.
GNARLED

No! | count cards. You no have that

one. Single one in deck. And it's--
He flips the next card. Face up - the sane w nning card.

GNARLED ( CONT, 0Y)
Ri ght here.

The gnarled alien SLAMS his THREE fists on the table. The
t abl e SHUDDERS. Tokens bounce fromthe inpact.

MECOULM
(1 aughs nervous)
Heh, Gnharly 3-Hands. | can explain
G me a parsec. This is all a
Jabba- si ze m sunder st andi ng.

GNARLED
Me no |augh. Now. You. Pay.
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MVECOULM
Pay? Me? See, | don't travel with
t hat ki nda cash. You know, space
ruffians and what not. | mght get
r obbed.

GNARLED
No, no. MeCOULM TeTHUR. Today? You
di e.

VECOULM

| had a baaaad feelin about this.
Shoul da paid nore atten---

MeCoul m FLIPS the table. Tokens fly. Drinks shatter. The
Alien reaches for his gun. MeCoul m ALREADY has his drawn.

MECOULM
Aren't you gonna shoot first?

GNARLED
Shoot ?

MeCoul msmles and FIRES. Several times. Into the alien.

VECOULM
| tried to warn him

The alien falls to ground. Bl eeding. He gurgles.

MeCoul m | ooks to the shocked crowd. Some reach for their
weapons. Ot hers resune their drinking. One points a blaster.

MVECOULM
Ah ah ah. Didn't you just see what
| did there, buddy. D you really
wanna test ne?

The alien relents, and puts his tentacles up. Surrendered.

MVECOULM
Anyone el se?

No one budges. MeCoul msmles. This joker.
MECOULM ( CONT. )
What | thought. Now, if you'll just
pick that up for ne.
The tentacled alien points a tendril at hinself.
MVECOULM
Ya, you. Come one, you got eight
arnms. Lend nme one or two.

The alien goes about gathering the tokens. As MeCoul m st ands
grinning, with his snoking blaster raised to his shoul der.

W PE:
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EXT. CLUB - DAY

MeCoul m straddl es his speeder bi ke. RRWAMOAR He turns -
face-to- face with a wall of hair. It's CHEWBACCA

MECOULM
Geeze. Ya scared nme, big guy. Now
KNOW | spend way too nuch tinme with
ya. | didn't even snell ya com n.

Chewie grow s, as he loads a crate into his w de speeder.

MECOULM
You find any new parts this time?

Chew e shakes his head. Angry. He roars and slans a crate.

MECOULM
Next port. You'll find him Cone
on, Chew e. Cheer up. You hungry? I
won at cards

MeCOULM f | ashes the credits at him Chewie tilts his head
and roars again. He points to the club behind.

VECOULM
Well, ya, while you were doin al
the heavy lifting. And Han woul dn't
care. It's nmy creds now. You snell
that nerf herder neat or what?

Chewi e raises his nostrils and takes a whiff. He grow s.

VECOULM
Let's go. I'Il pay.

W PE:
EXT. SPACE

A series of satellite noons orbit the massive tenperate

pl anet of PEL'N DRYM The top half of ice and snowis
separated fromthe bottomtropical half by |layers and |ayers
of wi spy cl ouds.

Sonme of the noons are smashed apart. Debris floats in their
own orbits - hinting at an om nous history of the planet.

EXT. PEL'N DRYM - MORNI NG

The shattered noons of Pel'n Drym hover hi gh above the
frozen tundra, stretching for mles and mles. Cccasional
shards fromthe large ice sheet break the flat horizon

A strangely angled ship flies overhead. A small drone
follows closely, emtting a searchlight. It examnes a |ong
trail in the snow leading to the cloudy partition of the
tropi cal side.
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The ship races towards a large ice shard that rises high
above the ice sheet. The snowy trail stops at the shard.

The ship lands. The orb advances ahead, finding an opening
in the iceberg near a pile of chopped trees.

| NT. CAVE - SAME

A large icicle nelts. Athick drop of water gathers at its
tip. It drips. Another drop builds. It drips.

A large cavern dug into the ice. Tunnels split away into
different directions. The ice GROANS and CREAKS

TUNNEL

An ALI EN dressed in aninmal hide carries a blazing torch down
a long tunnel. He has a thick beard, and insect-I|ike
mandi bl es. This is KAZ MJR His breath forns in the air as
he wal ks.

The dri ppi ng sounds get |ouder and | ouder.

Kaz' Mur touches the scars of slashes in the ice wall. He
peers into the darkness. His boots nearly slip on the icy
floor. He's startled, seeing a bonfire ahead. The iceberg
groans agai n.

A sil houette is cast into the tunnels. A man sits at a fire.
CAVE

Snmoke travels high to the shadows of the ceiling. Drip drop

The man stares into the fire. H s anber eyes glint wwth the
reflection of the flanmes. This is DARTH SYNDOOR

Hi s bl ack COLLAR reaches high up to his sharp cheekbones,
like a PRIEST collar with an enpty gap where the white would
show t hrough. The gap shows hi s hooked nose and pursed |ips.

Kaz' Mur sets his torch in a cradle of the ice wall as he
enters. He pulls sonething fromhis waistband. It SH NES.

He | ooks to Syndoor. The high collar has that sanme gap in
t he back, where a I ong BRAID of hair drips down his cloak.

The dripping is |ouder. Each drop is followed by a SIZZLE
Syndoor | ooks to the ceiling. The drops sizzle on the hot
coals. They nonentarily flare orange then return BLACK. Over
and over.

Syndoor doesn't turn to Kaz'Mur. He stares into the fire.

DARTH SYNDOCR
It's amazing isn't it?

Kaz' Mur is silent. He stops. And SHEATHES hi s bl ade.
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DARTH SYNDOOR
Do you see it?

Kaz' Mur holds his breath. Hs mandi bl es click anxiously.

DARTH SYNDOCR
| can still feel your hearts beat.
The vibrations in the air. You're
stirring the invisible... friend.

KAZ' MUR
(in alien tongue)
See what, ny |ord.

DARTH SYNDOCR
How one el ement can be expressed in
such a variety of ways.

KAZ' MUR
(sub-titled)
| mean you know harm Darth
Syndoor. | didn't know who was down
her e.

DARTH SYNDOOR
| can sense nore than vibrations,

thin man. 1''mnot concerned with
your m sguided attenpt. Did you
find hinf

KAZ| MUR

My lord, the Crevasse reaches. It
grasps at the unknown. It splays
its fingers across---

DARTH SYNDOOR
Save ne the propaganda, child. You
come HERE in on your ship. Tell ne,
for what purpose? Has he faded from
exi stence? O have you found hinf

KAZ| MUR
The Crevasse. Every strain. They
are at work. Are you sure he still
lives?

DARTH SYNDOOR
| would know if he faded to the
next world. He's out there.
Somewhere. Now tell me, why are you
here. If you deliver not the news
of his discovery, then why do you
search the darkness with a bl ade?

Kaz' Mur CLUTCHES at his throat. The FORCE is at work.
Syndoor waves his hand, THROTTLI NG Kaz' Mur through the air.
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DARTH SYNDOOR
Come, ye man of little faith

Kaz' Mur | ands at Syndoor's bench. The | CE groans agai n.
Syndoor points to the fire. The drops sizzle on the coals.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Do you see it?

KAZ' MUR
(coughs)
The ice? It nelts.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Yes. Conti nue.

KAZ' MUR
It burns.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Go on. What el se do you see?

KAZ' MUR
(confused)
My lord?

DARTH SYNDOCR
That elenment. It's many forns.
Liquid. Solid. Gas.

KAZ' MUR
Lord?

DARTH SYNDOOR
So is the Force. The dark, the

[ight.

KAZ' MUR
And what ? Sonet hi ng el se? Anot her
f or nf?

DARTH SYNDOOR
| f one could harness each
conponent, one woul d be
unst oppabl e.

KAZ" MUR
The Jedi |egends? Fromthe A d
Republ i c.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Further yet. They speak of an
i nperfect balance. A nmutation. A
chinmera of the Force. It's out
there. 1"'msure of it.
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KAZ' MUR
He's dead, ny lord. Qur maps far
extend the universe beyond those of
t he Rebel's.

DARTH SYNDOOR
You listen to HER, when you should
BELI EVE, as | do. | know he|s out
there. The old one, the true one,
prom sed to us all

KAZ" MUR
My lord, those are nyths. Wat
makes you have faith in those old
tal es?

DARTH SYNDOCR
It's too late for you. She has
infected you with REASON. | know
why she sent you, sl ave.

KAZ' MUR
The Enpress is right, you' ve gone
crazy out here. Al al one.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Abandon all reason, bl aded man.
wi || show you sonet hing voi d of

logic. I will guide you to another
form Fly, without the aid of your
shi p.

Syndoor reaches with the Force. Kaz' Mur ROCKETS high to the
poi nted ends of icicles. He STOPS. Inches away from his end.

H s mandi bl es SNAP open and SLAM shut. Scared. He reaches
for his bracelet. Makes a series of sw pes. Then | aughter.

Ka- BooOOoM From out si de the cave.

KAZ' MUR
The ship is gone. You will not
escape. She was right, your
religion is infantile.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Bl asphene!

Kaz' Mur's eyes are slowy but steadily FORCED towards the
piercing tip of a long icicle.

Syndoor stares into the fire. Shadows dance across his sharp
features. The alien SCREAMS. Bl ood drips down to the coals
and Sl ZZLE. Red drop, after red drop.

DARTH SYNDOCR
| know you're alive. I wll find a

way out of here. A way to the
( MORE)
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DARTH SYNDOOR (cont ' d)
cl ouds. To you. Ancient one. The
saviour. The...

A cold stare. He inhales, as STEAM swi ns across his face.

DARTH SYNDOCR ( CONT. )
...Sky Wal ker. | believe in you.

W PE:

EXT. SPACE

The M 11 enium Fal con crui ses through dark space.
| NT. M LLENI UM FALCON

Al one, in the cockpit, Han rubs his tenples. He pulls out a
gl ass straw from his vest pocket. Cracks it and inhales. He
rel axes into the chair, staring out at the starfield ahead.

Han swings a nonitor over. A list of hyperjunps, ship codes,
and coordi nates. He sw pes through them He stops and sw ngs
the nmonitor over, bringing it closer.

HAN
(per pl exed)
What ?

Han punches a button. An inage pops up: an anxi ous crewnmate.

HAN
| was checkin the scans fromny R2.
| found an anomaly. A junp back and
forth from Notrhupa. It doesn't add

up.

CREW
It so happens that as we were
boarded there was a carrier sent to

Not r upha.

HAN
Carrier? The cargo bay. No, it
can't be. 1've known Chadw ck for
decades.

CREW

Runours, General. Al those
whi spers. The Captain nust have |et
t he assassi ns board.

HAN
Way woul d he do that? Notrhupa is
so cl ose why waste fuel cells.

CREW
To hide his tracks. He didn't
expect you to find out.
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HAN
(realizes)
Sonmeone's hiding. The Enpire?
CREW
But Ceneral, that's craz---
HAN
(i npatient)
Don't | eave the NAPC. Stay off that
pl anet .
CREW
What ?
HAN

You heard ne. Of.

Han PUNCHES a button. Wedge STARTLES him ap
behi nd. Han tucks the glass straw back into
Wedge noti ces.

WEDGE
General. Let nme handl e the comms.
Get sone rest.

HAN
No, Wedge. | still haven't found
THAT ship. | can't stop.

V\EDGE
| didn|t say that. W won't stop.
You|re not the only one who | ost
soneone today.

HAN
Sorry. Wedge. | didn't...
Han brings his fingers to his lips, Iike he
V\EDGE
(cauti ous)
How many of those have you had?
HAN
(1 ooks to pocket)
Not enough.
V\EDGE

Those aren't for hunmans, Han.
They' re danger ous.

HAN
(1 aughs)
Dangerous? | don't need to be told
about danger.

Han punches buttons. He | ooks to a nonitor.

pearing from
hi s pocket.

S snoki ng.

Wedge wat ches.
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V\EDGE
Go. REST. I'll handle this. W' re
not as young as we used to be.

HAN
"' mnot sprinting a marathon,
Wedge. I'mflyin a ship. THAT,
can do.

VEDGE
That's not what |I'mtal king about.

HAN
The gl ass? Not anot her word.

WEDGE
Not ed. But, not that either. Han?

They share a sonbre glance. Sad. Wedge|s about to talk.

HAN
(poi nts)
Don't. Don't you say her nane.

Han SLAMS his arnrest. He barges out. He | ooks back to
Wedge.

HAN
(sincere)
Keep | ooki ng... Captain.

W PE:
EXT. STREETS OF TYRANNUS - AFTERNOON

The cobbl estoned streets of Tyrannus. Filled with vendors
and market activity. VRRRRRRM MeCoul m RI PS down the street
in his speeder bike. He takes a | ook behi nd.

Two gnarled three-arnmed aliens pursue MeCoul mon their
Harl ey-type speeder bikes. They BASH i nto vendors and dodge
custoners as they chase our hero.

FzZzZzAK! MeCoul m ducks a |laser fromthe aliens. Two hands
drive, one shoots. He carves his bi ke around the bl asts.

The chase takes to another street. They trade bl asts back
and forth, while in pursuit. MeCoul mlooks back ahead.

Al nost too |ate... SKKKREEE! MeCoul m swerves to avoid a

| arge beast RIGHT in front of himand CRASHES the bike into
a stall. The alien owner curses at MeCoul m and BEATS hi m
with a rag.

MECOULM
Heh, no. Me friendly.
(makes a happy face)
Them Not friendly.
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MeCoul m makes a frown, pushes the owner to safety, then
DUCKS a bl ast. The gnarled aliens approach. Quickly.

MVECOULM
See.

MeCoul m mounts his bike. KKTT-KKTT. It's busted. He fires at
one of the Harley speeders. A few BLASTS. |t EXPLODES.

MeCoul m t akes of f running, down a narrow alley. The alien
stops, his bike won't fit. MeCoul mblasts his crashed
speeder. It EXPLODES, throw ng the alien off of his bike.
| NT. RESTAURANT - SECONDS LATER
The door BURSTS open. MeCoul mrushes in.
MECOULM

| ' m baaaack. This is a buffet,

right.
A shot enters the door. MeCoul mducks. The crowd gasps.
MeCoul m RUNS t hrough, as tables and chairs are BLASTED apart
in his wake. The gnarled alien chases. He FIRES with one
hand, FLIPS tables with his other two - clearing debris.

Chewbacca talks with a cute alien waitress, while he pays

the bill across the restaurant.
VECOULM
Come on, Chewi e. CGet her nunber and
go.

MeCoul m rushes for a side exit, pushing his way through the
startled cromd. Two nore gnarled aliens join the chase.

He reaches the exit. Wen, YANK, he's grabbed. He struggles,
his jacket is pulled off by 3 hands. He shoots the alien.

MVECOULM

(smrks)
| claimself defense on that one.

He | ooks to Chewbacca MANHANDLI NG t he ot her two ali ens.

MeCoul m pi cks up his jacket. He | ooks to pani cked peopl e,
stunned waitresses and all the danmage. He opens the door.

VECOULM
(smles)
Make sure to tip your waitress.
EXT. BACK ALLEYS - MOVENTS LATER

MeCoul m runs, putting on his jacket as he goes. Chewbacca
soon follows, firing his bowaster behind them He roars.
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VECOULM
How was | to know that gnarly dude
had friends. Did you SEE his face?

They run down the alley. Two gnarled aliens round the corner
and give chase. They shoot, when they spot our heroes.

MeCoul mtaps on his silver bracelet. It pulses with Iight.

VECOULM
Nova! Prep The Bird. W gotta fly!

FZZAAK! A bl ast nearly strikes MeCoul mas he runs. He fires
back. Another shot GRAZES his jacket.

MECOULM
No. Han gave ne this jacket for
gradua- SHI - - -

FRRZAAK. Anot her |aser interrupts himfrom swearing.

MVECOULM
Cover fire, Chew e. Cover FIRE

The Wookie grow s. He pivots, grabs a grenade fromthe belt
across his chest, and throws it.

KA-BOOM One alien is disintegrated. The other one flies
into a market stall.

The bracel et comm activates. A small image of NOVA appears -
a wde and burly alien face.

NOVA ( BRACELET)
Calm We are a: go for flight.
What's the hurry?

MECOULM
I f you could see what | see, Nova.

NOVA ( BRACELET)
Umm | CAN see what you see. So,
should I send K SCL to the guns er
what ?

Chewbacca fires a bowaster bolt into the alien. And roars.

NOVA ( BRACELET)
Guess not. Way to go, Chew e.

MeCoul m grins. He pats Chewbacca on the shoul der. They | ook
at the damaged market. Chewi e roars. No nore aliens.

MECOULM
(obnoxi ous, qui ck)
So, THAT happened. Now. How was
 unch? Did you get enough? | really
i ked those squiggly crunchy
t hi ngs. What were those?
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Chew e | aughs, explaining to MeCoul m
VECOULM
(grossed out)
Ugh. No way. Forget | asked.

Chewi e keeps going, roaring out juicy details.

MECOULM
(di sgust ed)
| get it. | get it.

Chewi e's back is to the fallen aliens as he jokes with
MeCoul m THEN, MeCoul m notices sonet hi ng.

The fallen alien has THROAN a grenade, with his |ast breath.
It ARCS in the air TOMRDS t hem

He yells, REACHI NG out with his hand. Amazingly, the grenade
FLI ES back and EXPLODES the alien. MeCoul m USED t he FORCE?!

Chewi e roars. MeCoul mstares at his trenbling hands.

MVECOULM
(confused)
What ?

The Whokie talks to him He grabs MeCoul mM's hands. He
growm s, as he shakes them Then he jabs MeCoul min the chest
with a fist.

VECOULM
| didn|t know. Chewe. | didn't.

Chewie tilts his head, grow s sad. Then does the unexpect ed:
he hugs his friend. H s boots dangl e above the sand.

MECOULM

Thanks. But. Heh, Fuzzbucket. Need.

Ar.
W PE:
EXT. SPACE
The M1 enium Fal con continues its travel through space.
| NT. FALCON
A personal den lined with shelves of ancient scrolls and
hand pai nted ornaments, sonme |ook |ike EWK culture. There
is a holo-still of a young Luke and Leia on ENDOR

There's also a framed com c book with bright col ours:
STARKI LLER vs. THE EMPI RE. Luke sw ngs, hol di ng Lei a.

Han | ays on a couch, inhaling on glass straws. A pile of
them are discarded on the rug below. He | ooks to a saucer
shaped device resting on his chest.
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HAN
Agai n.

The saucer bursts with static. The distorted hol ographic
i mmge of Leia appears - home videos from anot her gal axy.

HAN
For war d.

The i mages fast forward. It's their weddi ng. Chewbacca
stands next to C3PO beside the | arge weddi ng cake. Lando
Calrissian raises a glass. Han smles with Leia, holding her
in his arns. He dabs sone cake on her nose. She giggl es.

HAN
Freeze.

The image freezes. A younger Han holds a younger Lei a.

Han exhales. Tilts his head back. Cl oses his eyes. A tear
falls from behind his eyelids. He brushes away the tear and
covers his eyes with his hand.

Hi s other hand slowy reaches out and covers the saucer with
an open palm CANCELLI NG out the hol ographi c i mage.

HAN
You weren't there. Sone Jedi. And
today? Didn't you sense it? Luke
Skywal ker, savi our of the gal axy,
abandons his sister to die. Sone
her o.

LEI A (OS)
He is.

Han SNAPS open his eyes. He searches for her voice.

HAN
Lei a?

LEI A (OS)
| feel his pain. He suffers. He is
| ost.

HAN
Luke? I'msorry. | just---

LEI A (OS)
Need soneone to blane. It's
alright, Han. Qur son lives. |I'm
not wwth him he's with you

HAN
What ?

LEI A (OS)

"' m not here, but you are.



Han turns.

She IS behind him- a spectre. Tears well

LElI A
My sad prince. Do not give up hope.
HAN
(sad)
Are you real ?
LElI A
(ignores)
Qur son lives. Qut there.
Sonmewher e.
HAN
| can't believe | let that happen.
Lei a. ..

(struggl es)
| never even held him

LEIA
Han Sol o. You're a survivor. The
carbonite. The Enpire. Your hone.
Do not forget your place in
hi story, ny |ove.

HAN
Tell me what to do.

LElI A
The Enpire has survived. It took
decades, but small factions
eventually grew | arger. They cal
t hensel ves the Crevasse.

HAN
Lenme guess. They're on Notr hupa.
LEIA
Yes. Quite right. The Force pulled
me to the green planet. | thought
it was Luke. | was wong. They
tricked ne.
HAN
Were is he then?
LEIA
| don't know. From here, | only

sense the Crevasse, reaching across
t he gal axy. They nust be stopped.
You nust find Luke and give him
what |'ve prepared.

HAN
Prepar ed?

31.

up.



Han reaches down for the ornately carved box of glass
straws. He exans the seans. He realizes.

edge of the lid. It slides away. Revealing a hol o-disc.

Han flips

LElI A
Yes, just in case. | hid it in your
secret spot.

LEI A (GS, CONT.)
There. Contained within are the
original plans that Mon Mt hma
retrieved.

the disc over in his hands. He | ooks to Lei a.

LEI A (CONT.)
We eventual |y deci phered their
codex discovering a nore el aborate
pl an than even the Death Star. Make
sure he gets it.

HAN
['"ll doit. I'lIl find himsonehow
Are you sure the Enpire will cone
for Luke?

LEIA

They follow the anci ent prophecies.
They believe in the chosen one. A
Jedi Knight born of the clouds with
i mmeasur abl e power. They think it's
Luke. And they'll do anything to
draw hi m out of hiding. Including
stealing away his nephew. Qur son.

HAN
Does he know all this... scrol
stuff?

LElI A
It matters not. | believe. Now Han,

pl ease continue ny work. WIIl you
find nmy brother?

HAN
(smrks)
Yeah, | got an idea. I'll find him
where | found him The nost obvious
spot .

LEIA
Perhaps. Go to him Set the plan in
notion. Stop the Crevasse.

HAN
If I do all this? WII | see you
agai n?

32.

He pulls on the
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LEIA
Sonme day. Sonewhere

HAN
Princess. That's not good enough.

Leia smles. So does Han. They enbrace and ki ss.
WHAM Han snaps awake in the couch. Al one.

He swings his | egs around and CRUNCHES the pile of glass
straws with his boots.

He catches his breath. Thinking.

He opens the carved box and renoves the disc, staring at it.
W PE:

EXT. SPACE

There are several small ship flotillas over the sandy pl anet
below. There is a toll station of sorts in orbit.

BAMF. A sl eek snuggling vessel appears out of hyperspace.
| NT. VESSEL
MeCoul m stares out the cockpit, sitting next to Chewbacca.

MECOULM
This is it. W gotta hurry. It's a
race. | bet Han ny Cynthia Page
hol o-di sc.

Chewie grow s and points to the planet bel ow

MECOULM
Oh. You' ve been here before? M
too. S why we need an ali as.

Chew e replies.
MECOULM
(smrks)
What ? Bl ane Mos Eisley. A nost
retched hive of scumand villainy.

Chewi e tal ks, sone sad notes in there.

VECOULM
Wth hinf Ch. Maybe you'll find him
here. Like | said, we'll check

every port, every planet.

Chewi e replies. Then the comm sparks alive.
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COwM
Wl come to destination Tattooi ne.
State your purpose.

MeCoul mclears his throat. Chew e reaches out with his paw
Encour agi ng. MeCoul m presses the conm button. Looks to
Chewi e once nore. Then reaches out, trying to use the Force.

VECOULM
This is the cargo outfit KOBAYASHI
Requesting approval for | anding.

MeCoul m shrugs, unsure if their ruse will work.

COwW
Kobayashi . Your manifest checks.
Per m ssi on approved for |anding at
the Mbs Ei sl ey spaceport.

MECOULM
Roger that. Kobayashi, out.

The comnm sparks of f. The Wokie grow s. MeCoul m | aughs.

MECOULM
It worked? Guess | owe you a pint
now.

W PE:
| NT. MOS ElI SLEY CANTI NA

A bubbly frothing PINT slides (wwth the WPE) across the
counter. Chewbacca catches it, and takes a big swg.

MeCoul m sips fromhis own. He wipes the froth away. They
both swivel their stools around. In sync.

MVECOULM
You see hinf?

Chewbecca has a | arge frothy noustache. He grow s.
MECOULM
(poi nts)
You have a little sonething.

Chewi e wi pes the froth, and smacks MeCoul min the arm They
| ook to the crowmd. Aliens pass by, a variety of species.

A scantily clad Twi'Lek sings on stage. Her tentacles
(pierced at the tips) run fromher head down her chest.

Her guitarist's tendrils reach down froma tall hat |ike
Slash from GUNS N ROSES. He snokes a gl ass straw casually
held in his |ips.

A humanoid with SPI KES across his brow, bunps into MeCoul m
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VECOULM
(sarcastic)
Excuse ne.

The alien grunts and keeps advanci ng. Chew e di sapproves.

MECOULM
No scenes. Han woul dn't approve.
We're not trying to draw any
unwanted attention

Anmongst the many faces, blends in a beautiful Asian woman

with long BRAIDS. A thin violet VEIL drapes over her face.
Her nose is pierced with a SHI NING stud. It's the ASSASSI N
The sliny and di shevel |l ed barkeep turns to the entrance.

BARKEEP
We don't serve your kind, here.

A floating robot hovers over. MCoul mand Chew e watch.

ROBOT
Thi s seat taken?

MeCoul m shakes his head, no, and waves the metal orb to sit.
EXT. CANTI NA - DAY

Par ked vehicles, and parked animals. A line of robots
chatters. Atrampulls up. The tramis full of whispers.
Boots step out. It's Han. He wal ks by GOSSI PI NG al i ens.

An alien boy wal ks up to Han with a tablet and a marker.

ALl EN
(nervous)
M. Han Solo, sir. Can |? May |?
HAN
Sure thing, kid. Anyone else? 5

m nut es.
The gat hered crowd CHEERS. Han can't help but smle.
| NT. CANTI NA - SAME

MeCoul m and Chewi e stare at the floating robot. Then to the
scuzzy human bar keeper, who WHIPS his rag on the counter.

BARKEEP
Are you defective? | said, we don't
serve your kind.

ROBOT
One nonent, sir. If you'll allow
ne.

PSSH. The robotic shell H SSES with steam A portal opens.
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A wafting thick plume of snoke BLOOVS fromw thin, hiding a
| arge FACE, with inquisitive eyes. No body. No appendages.

ROBOT / ALI EN
As you see, barkeep. | am no robot.
| am a sentient being such as
yourself. If | doth profess, and as
| do, I feel it slightly prick at
ny flesh. For you and | are far
apart from being equals. Alas, |
digress. | seek a glass---

BARKEEP
No arnms. No |l egs. But you gots
ears. So, didn't you hear nme? No
drink. Metal man.

MeCoul m | ooks to Chewy. They eagerly watch the argunent,
hoping it will escalate. They drink their pints in sync.

ALI EN
At what point, precisely, do | then
deserve equal treatnent, | doth

propose? Is it the nmonment | express
enotions and desires? Pains and

pl easures? Enpathy and | ove? \Wen
is it enough, o man? Artistic
expression? Surely, then.

MeCoul m | ooks to the barkeep, who folds his arns,
uni npressed. The crowd around the bar is silent and
wat chi ng. Curi ous.

One alien wth robotic | egs, takes a netal step closer.

ALl EN ( CONT.)
Artificial Intelligence in this
gal axy has al ready achi eved these
remar kabl e feats. What then is
accept abl e, barkeep? The robot with
the mnd of man? O the man wth no
mnd at all?

The barkeep is slack jawed and stunned. He drops his rag.

ALI EN ( CONT.)
Now, serve me ny spirits.

Sone of the crowd chuckl es. MeCoul mwatches, with a smrk
MECOULM
(to bartender)
You heard the man. G ve himhis
dri nk.

The 3-foot long face lowers to a stool. He | ooks at MeCoul m
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MECOULM
You got a way with words. You a
Jedi or sonething?

ALI EN
G eetings and sal utations, ny nane
is Elix Shakur fromthe Shattered
Moons of M nerva-3h in the Enoch
Hyer daal System
(beat)
Is it always this hard to get a
dri nk?

VECOULM
(smrks)
| know, eh. Pleased to neet ya,
Eli x. Name's MeCoul m TeThur.

ELI X
Fr onf?

VECOULM

(1 aughs)

From.. alil bit of every-where.
This is ny silent hetero life-mate:
Chewbacca.

ELI X

The great and m ghty Chew- bach?!
|"ve heard great tales about you.

MECOULM
Nope, just hairy. No tail.

ELI X
Anusi ng.

MECOULM
Real | y?

ELI X
Not really.

Chewi e grow s.

MECOULM

Ya. | like himtoo.

The barkeep serves a glass straw, it snolders with snoke.

ELI X
ol iged, |I'msure.

A mechani cal arm FORVS fromthe hovering pod. NANO machi nes
assenbl e delicate pinchers at the tip. Elix grabs the straw
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So, Elix? What brings you to this
bunghol e of the gal axy? You play
cards?

ELI X
Cards? Surely not. I'ma third
generation belief historian.
VECOULM
A what now?
ELI X

The Force? You've heard of it?

MECOULM
(hesitates, nervous | augh)
Well, ya. Wi hasn't?

ELI X
But you? You believe it. Don't you?

MECOULM
(defl ective)
Heh, what do you nean?

ELI X
You conplinmented nme so, only
noment s ago.

MVECOULM
Ya. Right. O course. So, what, are
you one of those guys who quests
his whole life I ooking for a rea
l[ife livin breathin Jedi ?

ELI X
| ama third generation "one of
t hose guys", | doth profess. |'ve

seen them The Jedi are real. Mny
fOan have | taken to travel the
uni v- - -

VECOULM
| guess so. Since you're a... face.

ELI X
Bodi es are only made for novenent,
human. Mani pul ation of the
surroundi ng environnment. |
accommodat e dependi ng on the worl ds
| traverse. Am | not adequately
prepared for this desert planet?

VECOULM
No. Ya. O course. You know, EliXx,
we' re al ways | ooking for crew
| nt er est ed?

38.
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ELI X
| work al one, MeCoul m TeThur. WII
you be able to follow ne wherever |
go? | can go anywhere. Your body?
Your arms and | egs. They won't
al ways hel p.

MECOULM
(smrks)
Sure thing, Elix. You coul da just
sai d no.

ELI X
| didn't say no. | nerely said |
wor k- - -

VO CE
Solo! It's him

The crowd gasps. Chewie roars. MeCoulmis smrk fades.
MVECOULM

Hang on, Chew. Let himenjoy his
fanfare.

Han wal ks through the swinging WIld West doors, smling sly.

HAN
(sarcastic)
Not all at once, now.

The crowd cheers and gossi ps as Han makes his way through.
ELI X

Do you know who that is? Cenera
Han Sol o, | egendary conmander

agai nst - - -
MECOULM

Ya ya. | just call him boss.
ELI X

Boss? Perhaps | AM nore interested
in your mssion, after all.

MECOULM
He has that effect on people.

Han wal ks past his FANS: this alien, that human. The singer
points and WNKS at him He | oosens his collar and sm rks.

A CREEDO-| ooki ng alien elbows his friend. He chuckl es.

ALI EN
(sub-titled)
Han Solo. It's all lies. Jabba

faked his death to get away from
hi s enem es.
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FRI END

(subbed)
What about the Death Star? They say
Sol o saved the day. He's a hero.

ALI EN
The Rebels lie.

Han wal ks by, UNDERSTANDI NG t he al i en | anguage and amnused.

FRI END
And the great G eedo?

ALI EN
(1 augh)
Han was saved by a Jedi. Lucky too.
Greedo was the fastest |laser in the
gal axy. G eedo shot first.

Han whi ps around to the alien, with a threatening finger.

HAN
That's not how | renenber it.

The strange aliens GULP. Han steps RIGHT into their faces.
The crowd GASPS. Wat chi ng.

Han reaches out. The alien FLINCHES. Han grabs a hair off
the alien's shoulder. He drops it to the floor.

HAN
Those aren't rumours, friend. The
stories are real. You wanna find
out howreal? I'll be riiiight over
t here.

Han points to the bar. The crowd gasps and cheers. Taunti ng.

HAN
(obnoxi ous sm | e)
Later.

Han approaches Chewi e and MeCoul m Chew e roars. Excited.

HAN
Look at this place. Just like |
left it.

Chewbacca ri ses and enbraces Han, jabbering away.

HAN
| mssed ya too, old friend.

A crowd of fans edges towards the bar. Gossi ping.

CROAD
How d he get so old? He's gone

grey.
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Chew e | aughs at Han. Solo is not inpressed.

HAN
Laugh it up, fuzzball. I'mnot the
only one. You're goin grey

your sel f.
Chewi e stops | aughing. He strokes a grey patch on his chest.

VECOULM
You're | ate.

HAN
| know. All those autographs.

MVECOULM
You | ost. Pay up.

HAN
(reaches into vest)
Here. Grace K lei. Vintage holo.

Chewie interrupts, growing. As MeCoul mactivates the
hol o-di sc. A black and white burl esque act. A dancer
seductively sways.

HAN
What ? Cal n? You're recruiting now?

VECOULM
Sonethin |like that.

Chewi e roars and points to Elix staring, with a fanboy grin.
HAN

That guy? The, uh, face? Does
anyone el se know about our m ssion?

MVECOULM
No. | barely do.
HAN
Later, kid. Right now Well. You
hear ?
MVECOULM
(cl oses hol 0)
Hear what ?
HAN
| didn't know. I told them | wanted
to tell ya. Well.
(drinks)
Lei a.
MVECOULM
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Han can't answer. Tears build up. He puts his hand on
MeCoul m s shoul der. He nods. MeCoul m shakes his head. No.

MVECOULM
| didn't tell her. |... She's like
a nomto ne. Han?

HAN
Shh. | know. Kid. | know.

The crowd wat ches. Han shooes them away. He doesn't notice
the braided admrer. But she notices him

Han | ooks to Eli x.

HAN
Thi s seat taken?

ELI X
No. After you, General. It pleases
this one.

HAN
(puzzl ed)
Good.

Han sits, and swigs his drink. He | ooks to MeCoul m

VECOULM
(tearful)

Your baby?

HAN
Alive. Sonmewhere.

MVECOULM
What ?

HAN

| can't. Who knows who's I|istening.
Elix |istens suspiciously. MeCoul msniffs away sone sadness.

HAN
| know, kid. I'mnot the best
with... enotions, either. | don't
know what to do. | don't know how
to deal. Al | knowis... |I'm nmad.
Aren't you?

MeCoul m nods. Han | eans in and whi spers behind his hand.

HAN ( CONT.)
So, whadda ya wanna do about it?

MECOULM
Just point me in the right
direction.
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Han smrks. He downs his drink. He | ooks to MeCoul mfor a
beat. Then JABS his finger into the bar. Pointing. HERE

W PE:
EXT. CANYON TOP - DAY

The jagged canyon walls dwarf the desert below. The HUD of
bi nocul ars scans the area, ZOOM NG in on a crevasse.

The | ong BRAI DED ASSASSI N | owers her binocul ars. A scarf
over her |lower face RUFFLES in the w nd.

The piercing in her nose shimers as she renoves a
canouf | aged TARP covering her long thin speeder.

| NT. CAVE - SAME

A dusty wooden box is opened for the first time in decades.
Inside is an artificial BLACK HAND.

Luke raises his stunp and attaches the hand. He adjusts
several small straps.

Then extends his fingers and nmakes a robotic fist. A knife
FLIES into his grip, by aid of the Force.

LUKE
How far are they?

BEERRROOOO. The fam liar whistle of R2D2 as he wheels into
the canpfire area as Luke cuts veget abl es.

LUKE
Already? R2 | end ne a hand.
R2 whi st | es.
LUKE
(1 aughs)

Anot her hand.
W PE:
EXT. DESERT - SAME

A speeder rips through the barren desert. MeCoul mdrives the
crew. Han, Chewie, and an R2 unit. The R2 whistl es.

HAN
We're cl ose. Wedge was right. Luke
kept his R2.

MECOULM

So which crevasse is his?

HAN
Good question, kid.
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CANYON TOP

The assassin sits on the hood of her speeder. Her |ong | egs
reach the ground. She scans the valley.

Al nost hidden, clipped to her belt, is the unm stakable hilt
of a |ightsaber.

She wat ches the speeder below, then |owers her binoculars
and squi nts agai nst the bl ow ng sands. Thinki ng ahead.

VALLEY

The speeder crawls along. An R2 whistle echoes. Chew e
grow s. Han searches for the famliar trill. He points up

R2D2 stands outside the cave entrance with Luke.
EXT. CAVE - BIT LATER

The crew finishes their ascent to the cave. Luke awaits, his
arns folded into his robe.

Chewi e grow s happily. He hugs Luke. MeCoul m | ooks to Han,
who appears apprehensi ve.

LUKE
| made us | unch

HAN
From what ? You don't got a |ot of
options out here.

LUKE
| have a garden

Han | ooks down to the weeds grow ng between the cracks.

HAN
VWhat, these weeds?

LUKE
Good to see you too, Han.

HAN
This is ny protégé, MCoul m TeThur.

MeCoul m shakes hands. Luke uses his hunman hand.

LUKE
Pl eased to neet you. | never
t hought YOU D have an apprentice,

Han.
First, Han takes this as an insult. Then his frown, smles.

HAN
You're right. My apprenti ce.
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They share a brief |laugh. Then Han gets a good | ook at Luke.

HAN
Ww. Do you ever look |like AOd Ben
You been in this cave the whol e
ti me?

LUKE
| don't want to hurt anyone el se.

HAN
Too late. Did you hear?

Luke |l ooks to his feet, his face hidden in the shadows
beneath his hood. He doesn't answer. MeCoul m| ooks to Han.

HAN
(aggressive)
Did you hear?

LUKE
(it's worse)
| felt it.
HAN

So why didn't you stop it? Sone
Jedi Knight you are.

Luke | ooks up fromthe ground. H's face exits the shadows.

LUKE
(col d)
| thought YOU coul d take care of
her .

HAN
(pi ssed)
That's it.

Han LUNGES. Luke doesn't even flinch. Chewi e roars. He hol ds
back Han. MeCoul m steps to Luke.

Han rel axes. Chew e rel eases.

HAN
Forget it.

Luke casually, cordially, waves themtowards the entrance.

LUKE
Thi s way.
HAN
(poi nts)

You're lucky you're her bl ood, kid.

LUKE
Qur bl ood knows no | uck.
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He turns and enters the cave. Han thinks on this.

For a noment, a strange sound faintly echoes fromwthin the
cave - the famliar breathing of DARTH VADER \Whoo- pah.

W PE:
EXT. PEL'N DRYM - DAY

The frozen tundra of Pel'n Drym Snoke still billows from
t he expl oded spaceship at the cave entrance.

Syndoor wal ks al ong a canyon, overlooking a strong blizzard
in the valley below The drone orb follows himlike a pet.
H s breath streans out fromthe gap of his high collar.

Slowy, a shape becones visible through the blinding storm

Syndoor arrives at a conmunication beacon, partially buried
in snow. He clears sonme frost, revealing a panel. He uses
the Force and the panel opens. Frost CRACKS off.

He navi gates nenus. Then grabs a nob fromthe panel and
pulls down a thin sem -transparent sheet to the base of the
beacon.

FZzZK. A live image projects onto the sheet. NEPHTYS, 30s,
wears a dark gown with high sharp collars.

The blizzard nuffles out her voice. Syndoor STRIKES his
hands together and nmakes an arced notion over his head. The
Force stops the blizzard, |ike a snow gl obe.

DARTH SYNDOCR
You were saying.

Her dreadl ocks reach past the plunging neckline. She has a
shiny piercing in her clavicle and one between her cl eavage.

NEPHTYS

(smles)
Is that a new trick you | earned out
there in the cold? Darth Syndoor
To what do | owe the pleasure? The
Crevasse brings ne no news of the
Sky Wal ker. What is it you know,
that I don't?

As she paces her regal chanber, her SHI NY piercings SPARKLE

DARTH SYNDOOR
| ask of the child, Nepthys. Have
t he Rebel s seeked hi m out ?

NEPHTYS
Not as of yet. They nust suspect
anot her .
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DARTH SYNDOOR
WAs she seen?

NEPHTYS
SHE never | eaves your m nd does
SHE?

DARTH SYNDOOR
She WAS ny apprentice, ny |ord.

NEPHTYS
These bonds are strong. But as you
know they are nade to be broken. By
the way, hows Pel'n Drynf | see
you have a new toy.

DARTH SYNDOCR
You sent himdidn't you? It didn't
wor K.
He shows the bracelet he took from Kaz' Mur. Nephtys frowns.

DARTH SYNDOOR

(l'ying) _
| kept the ship. |I altered its
programm ng. | can now | eave this

rock. Enpress, won't you allow nme
to return?

NEPHTYS
It's over. Banishnent is yours.

DARTH SYNDOCR
Then | ask of the child' s capture.
AGAIN. Tell me. Was SHE seen? Is
she with you?

NEPHTYS
Me? No. She was quite upset.

DARTH SYNDOCR
You told her? That wasn't the plan.

NEPHTYS
Oh. She knows. | have sent an
outfit to retrieve her.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Enpress. Let ne handl e her.

NEPHTYS
|"mafraid not, Syndoor. Her plans
now differ fromours. Strongly.
Magnetic. My special officers of
night will find her.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Where did she go?
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NEPHTYS
She didn't say.

DARTH SYNDOOR
WHERE?

NEPHTYS
Priorities, ny apprentice. Do you
want KUWANI SAEWA or do you seek
the true one. The ancient one. The
Sky Wal ker.

DARTH SYNDOOR
|"ve searched the Force for years.
| f he wants to hide, we'll never
find him But if he learns of the
Crevasse, if he |learns of you, we
won't need to find him He'll find
us.

NEPHTYS
Quite right. And according to plan.

DARTH SYNDOCR
He's com ng for you, Nepthys.

NEPHTYS
You first. There is a reason we
Jedi Masters have Apprentices.
Isn't there? How does it feel being
ny decoy?

DARTH SYNDOCR
You should fear ne, Enpress. | have
| ear ned nuch.

NEPHTYS
Much? Alone? Exiled in a frozen
desert?
(1 aughs)
You'll do as your told, |like a good
little Tauntaun. | know a |l ot nore

t han you do about this nagica

Force you so believe in. Now. Be a
good little martyr. Find ne the Sky
Wal ker .

DARTH SYNDOOR
| do have ideas. If | can tune
nyself to his energy. Hs life
force. Perhaps I---

NEPHTYS
| need nore proof than your usel ess
religion offers ne.

Darth breathes heavy. Angry. H's browis furled.
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NEPHTYS (cont.)
Do as your told, believer, and
fetch me ny | egen---

Syndoor PUNCHES t he panel. The beacon SPARKS. The Force-done
fades. He is pelted by the blizzard once again.

The projector's imge fragnents, but still shines agai nst
t he snow and the scruffy aninmal hide of Syndoor's cl oak.

The distorted i mage of Nephtys |aughs and | aughs.

W PE:

| NT. HANGAR - DAY

Several ships fill this large hangar. Crews attend to them
Eli x hovers into the entrance, in robot form

The spi ked brow humanoid fromthe bar, that bunped into
MeCoul m exam nes the ships as he casually wal ks the hangar.

Elix floats along, FOLLOWN NG the spiky alien.

The open roof streans sunshine across the hull of the
M | I enium Fal con, parked in the back corner.

Next to it is the slender ship of MeCoulms. Its orange body
has red paneling. Cyan stripes dash across the w ngs,

| ooking like feathers. Handwitten letters near the cockpit
read: THE BI RD.

Wedge strokes his noustache as he | ooks over his cards.

NOVA, a wide alien with a wide cigar, chuckles as he shows
his cards to K SOL: blonde hair, blue eyes. A small circular
tattoo where her Third Eye would be. Her long legs stretch
across a crate, as she sharpens a bl ade.

K' SOL
| dunno, Wedge. You sure? Nova's
hand is stacked.

WEDGE
You want nme to fold. How do | know
it's not a bluff.

NOVA
(stern)
K sol don't bluff.
WEDGE
It's not her I|'mworried about.
K' SOL
(flippant)

Do what you like, it's your creds.



50.

VEEDGE
(hesi stant)
Fine. You got ne, Nova. | fold.

Wedge SLAMS his cards on the table. Folding. Nova slides the
credits towards hinsel f. A | augh escapes. Wedge i s confused.
Nova reaches back and bunps fists with K Sol. They sm|e.

WEDGE
Sol ? | thought you didn't bluff?

K' SCOL
| don't. Nova does. | back up ny
crew. Be thankful for it on the
starfiel d.

VEDGE
That's the last time | play cards
w th you smuggl ers.

NOVA
Smuggl ers? You trust Han don't you?

Wedge raises a pointed finger to respond but is interrupted.

FZZAK! A | aser blast STRIKES the card table. Foll owed
qui ckly by a SPATTER of blue bl ood. The crew WHI PS ar ound.

The spiky alien stands there, SURPRI SED. Hi s bl aster ained
at them It FALLS fromhis grip. He | ooks down to the crater
in his chest. He falls, dead, revealing ELIX behind him

Wedge just stares. Nova reaches for his holster. K Sol junps
off the crate, blade drawn and ready for battle.

ELI X
A monment. | amhere to help. | am
El i x Shakur fromthe Shattered
Moons of M nerva- 3h.

The nechani cal shell cracks open. Steam vents out. Thick
cl ouds part and reveal the large smling face of Elix.

This time, the large face is the sane alien species as Nova,
rather than a human. It MMCS the subject addressed.

ELI X (CONT.)
| observed this cretin as he bunped
into your pilot MeCaul m TeThur,
whom | had the pleasure of making
acquai ntance after this thief stole
his starter for the snuggling
vessel aptly known as the Bird.
Upon pursuant of enploy by your
pilot, |I perceived it as beneficial
to retrieve said starter

The crewmates | ook to each ot her. Confused.
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ELI X (CONT.)
I s MeCoul m back yet?

NOVA
Un He's out at the nonent. If you
like I can take a... nessage?

K' SOL
(points with knife)
Wait over there.

ELI X
(smles, weird)
Fear me not. Check its pockets.
doth profess, this is why |
swi tched nmy phasers to NOT
di si ntegrate.

bl ade. She finds the starter

K' Sol checks the pockets with a
Ilow toy bird attached.

on aring, with alittle ye
She holds it up.

W PE:

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The two R2 units chatter to each other outside Luke's cave.
| NT. CAVE - SAME

Enpty bow s lined with broth. MeCoul mexhal es, stuffed.
Chewi e has his arns fol ded behind his head.

HAN
Turns out that garden ain't so bad.

LUKE
Tol d ya.

Luke reaches into a box, resting on a desk of knick knacks.

HAN
What cha got there?

LUKE
Sonet hi ng special. During their

travel s the Jawas found ne what
asked for. This.

Luke hands sonething to Han. Chewbacca notices and grow s.

LUKE (CONT.)
C3PO. His mnd. Is in your hands

Chewi e roars. He rises and punps his fists. Excited.

HAN
| ve never seen a Wokie so happy.
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Chewi e opens his palns |ike comunion. Han places it in his
friend's large furry hands. The Woki e stares in wonder.

LUKE (OS)
| was hoping to give R2 a
conmpani on, for once | passed on.

Luke smles. He renoves his robotic hand, rubbing the stunp.

They al |

Han gr abs

MECOULM
You found him buddy. | told ya.
Every port he | ooks for parts of
that droid. | hope |I get to neet
this C3PO. He's the stuff of
| egend.
(beat)
Speaki n of which. Heh, Luke? Maybe
you can clear this up? Han said you
guys net here. Tatooi ne.

LUKE
(reflective)
Long, | ong ago.

VECOULM
So... did Greedo shoot first or
what ?

augh around the table. Even Chewbacca.

HAN
(smrks)
| told ya. I'mthe stuff of |egend.

a glass straw. He cracks it and inhal es.

MVECOULM
| mean Han's a quick draw. But sone
say G eedo was the---

HAN
(1 aughs)
What's really worth tellin about
that day was O d Ben. That nmad man.

Luke shakes his head. Chewi e grow s. MeCoul m perks up.

VECOULM
VWhat ? Who's O d Ben?

HAN
It's a long story. But if you wanna
know what he was |i ke, | ook no
further than the end of the table.

VECOULM
A Jedi Master?
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HAN
Ya. An old wizard living in a cave
whi l e t he whol e gal axy spins around
hi m

LUKE
A d Ben seeked solitude in the
nmount ai ns. The Force is a dangerous
energy. It can rip worlds apart.

HAN
Forget that religious stuff. So.
Anyways, O d Ben, bunps into this
real ugly alien covered in hair.
Li ke hair all over.

Chewi e protests with a roar.

HAN
No. Not |ike you, Chewi e. You nake
all that hair | ook good. Well,
needl ess-to-say, the guy can't clap
anynore if he wanted to. A d Ben
chopped his arm of f.
(1 aughs)
Just whi ps out his |ightsaber, SNAP
HI SS!

MECOULM
There, in the bar? Shoot. You think
they wouldn't serve HI'S kind in
t here.

HAN
| know. And no one ever ASKED i f
that hairball shot first.

They all | augh.

HAN ( CONT.)
It's like one drink and the man
went nuts. | hope you can handl e
your spirits a lil better there,
Luke.

LUKE

(sips)

Don't test me.

HAN
Oh, you've gotten surly in your old
age. | like it.

Luke enjoys a spoonful of dessert, it floats in the air, as
if an invisible hand holds it. MeCoul mstares, in amazenent.

MECOULM
D d you al ways have the Force?



LUKE
You didn't tell hin®
MECOULM
What ?
LUKE
| never knew nmy famly. | wasn|t
aware of the Jedi |egacy.
MECOULM
So... how did you learn the Force?
HAN

Enough questions, Kkid.

LUKE
No. Han. It's okay. My aunt and
uncle raised nme. The Enpire killed
them while | was off with A d Ben.

MECOULM
(sad)
Ohhhh. Li ke ne. And Han. Cur
famlies killed. Lone survivors of
war torn planets.

54.

Luke | ooks at Han with a puzzled face. Han chugs his cup.

LUKE

ad B--- Obi Wan Kenobi died by the

hand of Darth Vader. Qur worst
eneny. The father that neither of
us knew. They all lied to us.
(beat)

Wiy are you here, Han?

HAN
" mnot hiding anything, Luke. It's
Leia. She cane to nme. In a dream
or--- You ever see sonething |like
t hat before?

LUKE

Yes. Along tinme ago.
HAN

WIIl | see her again?
LUKE

| don't know. Yoda. Obi Wan. My

dad. No matter how bad | want to
see them again. They never show.
They abandoned ne.

Luke stares out blankly. Renenbering. The crew watches.

Sad.
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HAN
When she cane--- Leia told ne that
| needed to find you. You know.. .
To stop the bad guys. She gave ne
t his.

Han retrieves the holo-disc fromhis vest. Luke lights up.

LUKE
R2!

The R2 unit whistles fromoutside of the cave.
W PE:
EXT. CLOUD CITY - SUNSET

Sunl i ght basks the w spy clouds surroundi ng the OPULENT
floating Coud City. The warm sunset SPARKLES across the
shining towers

A ship departs fromone of the many floating hangars. It
streans across the clouds and hi gher into space.

The cl ouds re-settle. A nmonent.

THEN, stealthily fromw thin, three sleek ships appear,
SHI MMERI NG wi t h adj usting colours, and maintaining a
chanel eon-like invisibility.

Dark stormclouds roll in with the ships, overwhel mng the
brilliant pastels and filling themwth rain and Iightning.

EXT. HANGAR PORT - SAME

A crew navigates ships to and fromport. One nenber points
up and YELLS, as a sleek ship FIRES into the hangar.

Pani cked crews run. A departing ship EXPLODES.

The jet deactivates its cloak - its sleek body goes black -
as it BLASTS apart the crew and | ands on the enpty hangar.

I NT. CLOUD CITY TONER - SAME

A cl oaked man rushes down a | ong hal lway, flanked by arned
guards. It's LANDO. He talks to his earpiece as he struts.

LANDO
Who? What do you nean you don't
know? Do you know how many
di pl omats from across the gal axy
are here?
(l'istens, smrks)
A lot. So. Protect them

Lando enters ANOTHER hal | way. The doors SLIDE cl osed behi nd.
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A bal d cl oaked assassin approaches. He THROAS one of the
guards with the Force. He BLASTS the other.

The thrown guard quickly returns fire. It SPARKS the arnour.

Lando BLASTS the bald head. Flesh PEELS off. SPARKS. But he
keeps advancing. The bl asted guard FIRES fromthe ground.

The assassin REACHES out and sends the guard flying into the
door. It SLIDES open just after he clunps to the ground.

Lando arrives at the other guard, who's passed out. Lando
grabs a grenade fromthe guard' s belt.

FZZAK. A bl ast GRAZES Lando's arm He WHI PS t he grenade.
KA- BLAM The eneny expl odes. SPARKS

LANDO
At | east THAT wor ked.

Lando rises. Holds his shoul der. He | ooks out the w ndow.
| NTERCUT: EXT.
The eneny's BLACK ships fight ships visiting Cloud Cty.
LANDO ( OS)
Send all available units to the
hangars. We got trouble.

Lando | eans agai nst the glass, holding hinself up, while he
wat ches the ships fire lasers in the dark storm

LANDO ( TO COW)
Scan their ships. Find out where
they canme from And who's with em
W PE:
EXT. CAVE - AFTERNOON

A long thin speeder cruises the desert. It slows at the
cave. The droids aren't standing watch anynore.

The brai ded assassin, KUWANI SAEWA, parks her |ong speeder
next to MeCoulms at the bottomof the cliff.

| NT. CAVE
MeCoul mtaps the R2 unit on its donmed head. R2D2 whi stl es.

MECOULM
Un the R2's ready. Are you? Quys?

Luke and Han lean in, curious. They | ook to another.

PSSHT. A hol ographi c i nage spotlights fromR2 onto the cave
floor. It's Leia. Chewie groans a sad how .
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LElI A
Luke. If you're watching this, the
wor st nust have happened.

The i mage of Leia paces. She holds her smaller pregnant
belly. MeCoul mwells up. He | ooks to the solem faces of
Luke and Han.

VECOULM
Uh, should we be here for this?

LUKE
Stay. No nore secrets.

LElI A
--- new planets searching for sone
remmant of the Enpire. Qur intel
points to the solar system
KASDAN- 77, named for its recent
di scoverer.

Han grabs a gl ass straw. Cracks. Inhal es.

LEI A (CONT.)
The Enpire survives. Pal patine has
woven quite an el aborate plan far
beyond the Death Star. Beyond
Vader .

Luke flexes his robot hand, now re-attached.

LEI A (CONT.)
H s contingency plans sprawl far
into the future. The Enpire has
prepared for nearly 40 years. |f
you're hearing this nessage, they
nmust have returned.

MeCoul m | ooks to Han. This is bad news. Han doesn't seem so
concerned with that. He's intently watching Leia. Just her.

LEI A (CONT.)
Fear not, the Republic has a plan.
Lives were lost retrieving
i nportant data. The Enpire has
smal | concentrated cells spread
t hroughout the gal axy, operating
under the noni ker of THE CREVASSE.

LUKE
Did you know this, Han?

Han stares at Leia. Sad. Lost. He nods his head, negative.

LElI A
They believe in the Jedi |egends of
t he chosen one. The saviour. If
t hey absorb his bl ood, his enerqgy,
( MORE)
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LEI A (cont' d)
they will be all-powerful and
never - endi ng.

VECOULM
That's sonme crazy stuff right
t here.

LEIA

As unbelievable as this all sounds,
THEY believe it. That |egend has a
name. They call himthe SKY WALKER

Luke gasps. Han inhales on the glass straw.

LEI A (CONT.)
They | ook for you, brother. As do
|. The Force tugs at nme. | can feel
it at night, as | fade to sleep. It
pulls. It reaches. | don't know how
it works. | don't know what it
means. | can only hope it's you..
Luke.

HAN

Was it? Luke? Was it you?

MeCoul m and Han | ook to Luke. Hopel ess. Luke just shakes his
head no. He | ooks to his black robot hand.

LEIA
The resurrected Enpire nmust not
find you. Qur lives. The new Rebe
Republic. Al depends on you.

MECOULM
No pressure

LUKE
Wy nme?

HAN
Don't you get it? My boy's a
Skywal ker .

LEIA
If you find them don't go al one.
It's too dangerous. A Jedi lives
and dies by other Jedi. And they
wi || have many.

Luke's hood falls over his face, creating heavy shadows.

LEI A (CONT.)
Join us. Help save the SKYWALKERS
Luke. You're our only hope.
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HAN
(acidic)
Only?

Han rises to | eave. MeCoul mand Chewie join him

LUKE
Han? Wi t.
HAN
| ve heard enough. ['Il be outside.

They | eave. R2D2 whistles to the other R2. It spins to stay.

LEIA
| have encoded the starmaps on the
di sc. W suspect the Crevasse in
several unexpl ored regions.
Together we will find them and
cancel their reach. Han wl|
assenbl e a crew.

Lei a | ooks over her shoul der, and bends towards the R2.
Han secretly listens fromthe cave tunnel. Al one.

LEI A (CONT.)
Luke, watch after Han. | worry of
him It wasn't the first
m scarriage. O the second. It was
the third. A boy. It sent himover
the edge. He took to the glass. |I'm
worried, Luke.

Han thinks a noment. Nods, affirmative, with a sigh

Luke lowers to his sister. He reaches out with his human
hand. The hologramis disturbed. He retreats his hand.

LEI A (CONT.)
Since I amno | onger here, help
keep ny famly together. If |
shoul d have a baby, take it and
raise it as your own. | don't care
what Han says. This Skywal ker MJST
be tended to with careful hands.

Han is STUNG by the words. He | eaves the tunnel.

LEI A (CONT.)
Save us, Luke. Save yourself.

Luke edges his face closer and closer to the hol ogram

LEI A (CONT.)
May the Force be with you.

The hol ogram BLI PS out .
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LUKE
And also with you

Luke stares. Thinking. Wndering. THEN, he SENSES sonet hi ng.
W PE:
EXT. CLOUD CITY - (DARK) SUNSET

Shi ps have taken to the clouds to defend Coud Cty, whether
t hey are equi pped for conbat or not.

A sl eek bl ack eneny jet attacks. It bobs and weaves through
| asers, easily BLASTING apart several ships in nere seconds.

Anot her jet land closer to Lando's building. It clears the
runway with its nose, running OVER crewmates.

A plank extends fromthe black ship. A cloaked figure exits.
A BALD head pelted by rain.

Then a step behind, boots with high collars exit. A tal
cl oaked Hi spani ¢ man, DA' LYK

A crewmate FIRES a heavy blaster. SNAP HI SS. Da'Lyk ignites
his bright ORANCE |ightsaber and BATS the | asers right back.

DA' LYK
Go. Spread fear anongst the Rebels.
Tell them of our mssion. Find the
prom sed one anongst the C ouds.

| NTERCUT: | NT.

Lando stares out of the wi ndow. The chaos bel ow. AND, the
GLOWof an orange |ightsaber, held by Da'Lyk, wal ki ng down
t he hangar in the distance. Batting | asers away, casually.

Da' Lyk STOPS in his tracks, SENSING sonething. He CRANKS his
neck, pelted by the wind and rain. He | ooks up to Lando,
staring out through the w ndow.

Lando GULPS. The Jedi definitely sees him
LANDO ( TO
We need help. Find me General Sol o.
Prepare for a batch comuni qué
across the Rebel Network.
W PE:
EXT. CAVE - DAY

Han exits Luke's cave, a glass straw dangling fromhis |ips.
He | ooks down to the valley bel ow

MeCoul m and Chewie attend to their speeder. Chew e roars.
MeCoul m scrat ches hi s head.
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Han can't quite see what they're doing - grabbing sonething?
MeCoul m PULLS a canoufl aged tarp off of a long thin speeder.

Han notices. Two speeders. Too |late. WHAM He falls. Struck
from behind. He spits out the broken glass straw.

Kuwani Saewa stands over him Scarf covering her face. Her
BRAI DS whip in the w nd.

She puts a finger to her scarf. SHHHH

HAN
You? My SON?!

Faintly, the sound of Vader breathing echoes fromthe cave.
SNAP HI SS! A green saber GLOANS fromw thin the shadows.
Slowy, an outstretched BLACK hand becones vi si bl e.

FWOOM The assassin is throwm off the cliff by the Force.

LUKE
You alright?

HAN
Look out.

Kuwani rises fromthe cliff. Her violet |ightsaber ignites.

KUWANI
| did not cone to fight.

HAN
Too | ate.

Han VWH PS out his blaster. SHOOTS. She deflects the |aser
wi th her saber. And PULLS the blaster fromHan's grip,
t hrough the air, to her hand. She AIM5 it at Han.

KUWANI
DON' T.

LUKE
Han. Let ne.

Luke stands his ground, two-handing his saber.

Kuwani tucks Han's bl aster away, close to her hol stered
bl aster. And two-hands her gl ow ng saber.

HAN
Do it. She took ny son. | saw her.

Luke and Kuwani duel.
He noves fast for his age. She is faster.

KUWANI
It's not what you think.
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HAN
Kill her, Lukel

The Jedi fight. They trade SWPES and STRI KES for a while.

Her scarf unravels during the nelee. She has a pierced hoop
in her lower lip.

They fight face-to-face, no bouncing around.
They | ock sabers, the energy CRACKLES I oudly.

LUKE
Who are you?

The Jedi separate. And stand their ground.

Chewi e and MeCoul m have traversed the cliff. They rush to
Han. The Woki e grow s.

Han takes a blaster from MeCoulm He ains it.

HAN
She's with the Crevasse. Kill her

Luke reaches out and PUSHES Han wth the Force. Just enough.
Han stunbl es back, |owers the blaster. He scow s at Luke.

LUKE
No. Han. | need to know.

KUWANI
| am KUWANI SAEWA. | was lied to by
my master. He of the Crevasse. If
you want to stop them | wll show
you how.

HAN
You can't trust her.

MeCoul m and Chewi e stand in front of Han, protecting him

KUWANI
| lived ny whole |ife unaware of
the Republic. | only just |earned
of you. The man. | was only taught
of the myth. | was told you were
our saviour. The Master of all
Mast ers.

LUKE
What is it you want?

KUWANI
To ensure your success agai nst the
Crevasse. They reach for you. They
hope to hold you in their grasp.
And crush you
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HAN
It could be a trap. Can't you use
the Force and scan her mnd or
sonet hi ng?

KUWANI
| wll tell you what you would find
there. | know of their stations.

The |l ocation of their cells. The
base of the Enpress. She who | eads
t he Crevasse.

Luke watches her patiently. He nonentarily closes his eyes.

HAN
You believe this, Luke? Is it true?

KUWANI
Not r hupa. Honme to your new col ony.
| amquite certain.

HAN
(realizes)
Not r hupa? No. Just great. Wadda ya
t hi nk, Luke?

LUKE
| believe.

Saewa nods affirmati ve. SNAP HI SS. Her saber retracts.

MeCoul m | ooks to the scene. Han stunned. Chew e confused.
Luke passively retracts his saber.

LUKE
Leia was right. | can feel it now.
Somewhere in the distance. A great
beacon. She speaks the truth.

Kuwani steps towards Han, BENDS to a knee.
He wat ches. Cauti ous.
She | owers her head, pulls aside her braids, revealing her

neck. She holds out her saber. Flips it. Ofering her saber
to Han. He is puzzled, but contenplative.

KUWANI
Allow me to repent, Solo. | was
betrayed. | wi sh to nake anends.
HAN
(t hi nks)
Alright. 1'Il give her a chance.

But, Luke, don't ever use the Force
on nme again. For anything.

Luke nods. He lowers his head. Then jolts with pain.
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LUKE
(sensi ng)
There's. Somet hing. Com ng.

Kuwani | ooks to the sky, and rises, searching the clouds.

BRRRRP. Han's bracelet blinks with [ight. Sane with
MeCoul ms. The R2 units begin to whistle too.

HAN
A batch conmuni qué. Let ne. Your R2
gave ne a headache.
Han's red and orange R2 whi st
out. A black wi ndow forns in
and front.

| es. An updated hol ogram beans
the air. The image shows back

| NTERCUT:

It's LANDO CALRI SSI AN, hunched over a console, a bloody rip
in his shoulder. He's out of breath.

LANDO
This message is intended for trans-
m ssi on across the Rebel Network.

The group | ooks to the imge wth concern, especially Han.

LANDO ( CONT.)
Cloud Gty is under attack. The
Enpire strikes back. Again. After
all these years. They cane outta
nowher e.

Kuwani | ooks on with concern. MeCoul meyes her suspiciously.

LANDO ( CONT. )
| can't believe it. You guys know
me. |'m Lando Cal rissian, diplomat,

medi ator, protector of the New
Rebel Republi c.

(smrks)

Ladies man. |I'm not one for the
scrolls. But. Well. They have
Jedis. They | ook for a | egendary
savi our born of the clouds. They
call himthe Sky Wl ker.

Luke | ooks to Kuwani, with wonder.

LANDO ( CONT.)
Hurry. If they destroy this
out post, the Republic wll be
crippled. If it happens. If the
city falls. Just know. |I'msorry |
couldn't protect the center of the
Republ i c.
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Lando | ooks away, struggling with enotions. An expl osion

rocks the

The i mage

Han nods.

room He | ooks back to the consol e.

LANDO ( CONT.)
Tell the Queen... | neant to.

di sappears. The group is stunned. Chew e yells.

KUWANI
The Crevasse reaches. Now t hey
att ack.

MECOULM

(realizing)
They destroyed Coud City to find
you.

LUKE
"' msorry.

HAN
That's just the beginning, MeCoul m
You? Jedi. Wiat's their plan?

KUWANI
The child, Solo. YOUR child. His
birth has lit a fuse of events,
that will explode one after

anot her.

MECOULM
They're using Han's kid to lure
Luke?

HAN

(distracted)
Sonmething |ike that.

MVECOULM
Then what ?
KUWANI
We cut the fuse. That is why | am
her e.
MVECOULM
"1l comm Nova to get the ships
r eady.

MeCoul m and Chewi e rush down the trail fromthe

cave to the speeders.

Luke and Han wal k behi nd Kuwani and the droi ds.

HAN
How did you board the NAPC, Jedi ?



Luke stares at his black robot hand. Wnderi ng.

They arrive at the speeders. MeCoul mtal ks on the conm
speeder .

KUWANI
| was sent by the Enpress, with a
PRI ME Jedi . They can mani pul ate
machi nery and hack any network.

HAN
The bald Jedi. The robot?

LUKE
Robot? Wth the Force?

KUWANI
The Enpire has been devel opi ng the
tech for decades. Since Vader

HAN
| knew it wasn't Chadw ck. You
hacked the cargo bay. And warped so
we woul dn't see you | eave from
ri ght under our noses.

KUWANI
(1 oners head)
| beg forgiveness, Solo.

HAN

It's only words.
KUWANI

Precisely. | amnoved to action.
HAN

The hangar first. Then you prove
your sel f.

Chewi e | oads the droids into the back of a
LUKE
Kuwani? 1'Il ride with you. Tell ne
nor e.
KUWANI

W PE:

Yes, Skywal ker. You nust know of ny
mast er .

LUKE
| feel him The dark side is
power f ul .

KUWANI
Darth Syndoor. A spiritual man,
hi dden in exile, haunted by you. He
bel i eves.

66.
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EXT. PEL'N DRYM - DAY

The never-ending blizzard continues. The |arge iceberg
shelters Syndoor, as he kneels next to the drone, at the
entrance to his carved cave. H s braids are wapped around
hi s neck.

He works away at a panel on the drone. He sw pes his
bracel et .

He rises and | ooks up to the sky. The shattered noons. He
points his finger in the air, inmagining nmeasurenments. He
wor ks t hrough the bracel et nmenu. TSSSH.

A bay OPENS on the underside of the drone. Three mssiles
rest in a cradle, next to an enpty one. He sw pes the
bracel et .

A mssile rotates in the bay, fromthe cradle to the
[ auncher. The m ssile LAUNCHES out, across the tundra,
trailing fire through the storm And UP through the sky.

DARTH SYNDOOR
(1 aughs)
You' re nove, Enpress.

Syndoor cranks his neck, |ooking out fromunder his shaggy
hood. The m ssil e EXPLODES agai nst sonme debris froma
shattered noon.

A lascivious sm | e REACHES across his face. Then, SUDDENLY,
he WNCES in pain, sensing sonething. He searches the sky.

DARTH SYNDOCR
Cloud Gty is no nore. Soon, ny
believers will bring ME the
Skywal ker .

W PE:

EXT. SPACE

The green marble, of Notrhupa, rotates in vast space.
EXT. NOTRHUPA - MORNI NG

The lush rainforest canopy rises far above the ground. Busy
alien life pollinates flowers and scavenges the forest.

VI LACQUA, the many eyed alien fromearlier, SLAVS a spike
into the ground. A dish SPIRALS out fromthe top. Branches
EXTEND and grow, then DROP a curtain of glass beads.

VI LACQUA
At nospheric bl end install ed.
Quadrant SG 8. Animal life
observed. Mark as habitat ward 6.
Heat scans are enpl oyed.
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Vil acqua waves to a crew on a peak and points to his ear.

CREW
(staticy)
There. It works.
VI LACQUA
(annoyed)
Finalizing report. Wat did you
see?
CREW

You didn't hear ne? That whol e
time? Over there. The heat scan
shows |ife.

VI LACQUA
(smacks insect)
| can see that.

CREW
No. The caves. Hi dden. Behi nd al
t hose trees.

Vil acqua | ooks to the trees. BATS zip out fromwthin

VI LACQUA

What did you see, foreman?
CREW

Humanoi ds. A whole | ot of em
VI LACQUA

Did you comm Chadw ck?
CREW

Chadwi ck?
VI LACQUA

Forget it. Just get out of there.
The crew | ooks to the trees. Suddenly scared.
W PE:
EXT. TATOO NE - MOS EI SLEY C TY - AFTERNOON

Two speeders traverse the desert. Kuwani drives w th Luke.
MeCoul mdrives with Han, Chewie, and the two R2 units.

HAN
No answer. Cloud City can't be
gone.

Han's bracelet lights up. He holds it up to the dash. FzZzZZ
A video panel opens. It's Lando, in the cockpit of a ship.
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LANDO
Qur commis danaged. W can ride
exterior signals. So, if I know
you, like I think I know you, Han.
| KNOWyou wanna cone in |ike
gangbusters and save the day. But
don't.

HAN
VWhat ?

LANDO
You heard ne. Don't. It's all gone.
' m goi ng sonewhere safe. Sonmewhere
| can hide. It's where you won the
Fal con.

MECOULM
(smles)
Cards? You KNOWthat's MY m ssion.

LANDO
Sunthin tells me you can't forget
about that. Now, go. Meet ne there,
ol friend.

The comm ends. Han thinks. Chewie grows. Han | ooks up and
notices Luke, pointing to the skies. Han | ooks up. Amazed.

HAN
(sarcastic)
Great. Just great.

MECOULM

(obnoxi ous)
Leme guess, the Crevasse reaches.

NI GHT REACHES out over the desert sprawl. High above the
clouds, in the stars, an all-out space battle is underway.

| NTERCUT: EXT. SPACE / EXT. TATOO NE
SPACE
Tradi ng vessels are THRUST into war as the Enpire unl eashes
an offensive flotilla, including two I M5. The sl eek bl ack
fighters SHRED any ship in their way. Lasers fill the stars.
| NTERCUT: Conmuni cati on consol e.
An operator is rocked by explosions, as the Enpire attacks.
OPERATOR

Tat ooi ne i s under attack. Send help

i edi ately. Rebel s save us.

PLEASE!

The toll station above Tatooi ne is under HEAVY FlI RE



70.
Cl TY OUTSKI RTS

The speeders near the city limts, under the dark sky.
Luke's speeder is BLASTED by fire fromthe SKY. It EXPLODES.

MeCoul m noti ces the explosion. Their speeder SWERVES.

HAN
Focus, kid. Get us to the hangar.
Luke can take care of hinself.

Kuwani | ands delicately, like an acrobat. And ignites her
violet lightsaber. Luke slowy hovers to the ground.

KUWANI
They canme for nme. They nust have
hacked ny nava. Like | did to Han.

LUKE
You what ?
KUWANI
|"msorry. | knew he would cone for

you. | needed YQU.

LUKE
Alright. Kuwani. At nmy side. | need
to focus all of my energy.

KUWANI
| will shield you

Kuwani BATS eneny bl asts away, shielding Luke as he sits
cross-1 egged and neditates.

Cl TY ENTRANCE
Han's speeder arrives at the city walls.

MECOULM

(poi nting)
K' Sol !

K' Sol stands side-by-side with Nova. They BLAST away
enem es: Enpire soldiers, of various species, dressed in
BLACK armour, with a RED pinstripe along the seans.

K' SOL
Cover ne, Nova.
NOVA
No. There|s too many.
K' SOL
(she clicks her bl ades)
"1l make it quick.

NOVA
Hurry.
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Nova gives K Sol cover fire as she quickly DARTS from one
soldier to the next. She uses dual -w el ded ri nged bl ades and
martial arts to dispatch her nultiple conbatants.

SPACE
The toll station gets rocked by Inperial fighters.

BAMF! A Rebel squadron exits |ightspeed and joins the
battl e.

Several BLACK eneny ships with RED pinstripes, exit the

| arge body of an Inperial Mthership. They chase down Rebel s
and their alien allies. A massive dogfight ensues. Lasers
fill the stars.

BAMF. A Rebel Steward appears. An X-WNG squad exits from
it. The Rebel nunbers grow. The fight becones nore bal anced.

The alien Rebels |leave the toll station and form a squadron
to attack the eneny's heavy ship. A few Rebels die, as they
swarm and EXPLODE t he eneny.

KAZAAAM The toll station is blasted apart by black jets
followi ng the | ead of THAT harshly angl ed BLACK Tl E FI GHTER

Cl TY QUTSKI RT

Kuwani reaches out and Force-throws part of their crashed
speeder at a group of enemes. It explodes with them

Luke neditates anongst all the carnage. The sounds of war
slowy FADE. He opens his eyes. And rises. He REACHES for an
| nperial nothership high in the stars. He PULLS.

ENTRANCE

Han and MeCoul mjoin the fight. Chewi e delivers heavy fire.
He follows themas they go for Nova and K Sol .

HAN
No Chewi e. Stay. Protect the
dr oi ds.

Chewi e howl s, agreeing. He back-steps and continues to fire.

Han joins K Sol and Nova, while MeCoul m provi des cover fire
frombehind an alley wall. Han and friends bl ast and dodge.

ALLEY

MeCoul m shoots down anot her soldier. He spots a gap. FZZAK
Bl asts from behind. He takes COVER Sneaks a peak. It's four
of those 3-arned gnarly aliens.

MECOULM
How d they found me HERE?

A bl ast SCORCHES nearby. He blindly returns fire.
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ENTRANCE

Han and his crew bl ast away, as pilots, crew, and civilians
join the battle in the streets.

NOVA
You find hinf

HAN
VWho?

K| SCL
Luke?

HAN
Wl l . Yeah.

Han nods to Luke at the city outskirts. K Sol's jaw drops.

NOVA
(amazed)
VWww. He can DO t hat ?!

K' SOL
Ohhhh, fuuuuuu- N.

QUTSKI RTS

Luke concentrates. Struggling. He PULLS the IM through the
upper - at nrosphere, WPING OQUT eneny ships as it goes.

ALLEY
The aliens BLAST away. Dirt BURSTS at MeCoul m s feet.

MVECOULM
Guess | backed nyself into this
cor ner.

He PEAKS. The aliens hide behind a fallen wall. One notices
MeCoul m FZZAK. MeCoul m notices too, and QU CKLY ducks back.

MECOULM
(calls out)
Sorry, guys. It was just a card
gane. Not hi ng personal

ALI EN

Shut up. Cheata. You kill our

f at her.
OTHER ALI EN

On Tyrannus. Die Rebel scum
MECOULM

Oh. | see. In that case... He asked

for it. You ugly bastards.

They yell in and fire. MeCoul m scrunches up. Debris flies.
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VECOULM
Not good. Not good.

MeCoul mtakes to a ROLL - rushing to cover on the other
side. He fires around the corner, killing one alien.

Anot her 1 ooks to his fallen brother. He CHARGES, VAULTI NG
over the fallen wall with two hands, and FIRING with the
other. MeCoul mfires several shots. The alien FALLS dead.

The ot her THROAS a grenade. MeCoul m RUNS for the other side,
firing as he goes.

FZAK. He's shot in the arm DROPS his blaster. The grenade
expl odes, ROCKETING himinto the wall.

The |l ead alien waves his partner to the other side.

MeCoul m | ooks to his blaster, across fromhim He spots Han
in heated battle.

MeCoul m can't be hel ped. ALONE. CUT UP

MAI N STREET

Fam | ies and vendors run fromthe carnage. Sone get shot.
Cvilians fight soldiers. Pilots fight the Enpire.

Qut ranked. Overpowered. This is a |losing battle.

Snmoke streans over destroyed vehicles and expl oded market
stalls. Unleashed beasts of burden run by.

ALLEY
MeCoul msees it all. He lowers his head in defeat.

MVECOULM
Not again. No. We're all dead.

The aliens blast APART the wall. Bl ood TRICKLES from his cut
forehead. He tucks his legs into his chest. Infantile.

LEI A'S VA CE
Use the Force, son of TeThur.

MeCoul m | ooks around. No Leia. Just WAR

LEIA'S VA CE
| believe in you. | always did.

MVECOULM
Lei a?

He can't find her, BUT he does spot his blaster, across the
all ey. He REACHES out. Nothing. He continues to reach.

The eneny's shots | and cl oser and cl oser. One RUSHES ahead.
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MVECOULM
(scared)
| can't.
LEIA'S VO CE

Use the Force, MeCoulm You're nore
power ful than you believe.

He STRAINS with effort. The bl aster handl e begins to nove
SLI GHTLY. The rubble STIRS. He keeps trying. Al nost. ALMOST.

LEI A'S VA CE
Use the Force.

WHOOSH. The bl aster FLIES into MeCoul m's grip.

He rises. Enpowered. He steps into the alley. And takes two
del i berate, FOCUSED, shots. The aliens fall in SYNC -
f oreheads snoki ng. MeCoul m stands confident, pistol gripped.

SPACE

The black TIE fighter battles an A-Wng and defeats it. The
TIE WH PS around, turning on a dine, continuing the fight.

An alien Rebel ship rises up. Agrey TIE follows. Three

friendly ships close in. One has the Republic insignia. They
swarmthe TIE, which SWERVES to evade. Too | ate. KAZAAAM

The black TIE blasts apart this Rebel squad. One by one.

ALI EN
VWhat ? That Bl ack TIE doesn't show
on radar. How- --

WHAZAM The alien expl odes, yelling through fire. The bl ack
TIE zips away - agile and destructive - to a new conbat ant.

The not hership continues to crash through the atnosphere.
QUTSKI RTS

Luke exhales, tired. The I M5 continues its descent to
destruction. Parts break off in the atnosphere and BURN

KUWANI
You finished with that?

LUKE
Gravity takes over.

KUWANI
Good. W have conpany.

Two bald PRI ME Jedi, and a human Jedi advance. Rebels shoot
them They Force-throw themor RI P their guns away.

Kuwani | ooks fromthe soldiers, to the I M5 crashing fast.
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KUWANI
Who taught you how to do THAT?

LUKE
My master. On Dagobah

KUWANI
Yoda? YOU were trained by---

LUKE
(nods)
They're getting cl oser.
Kuwani uses the Force and pulls a Prine towards her.
LUKE
(smrks)
And cl oser.
She keeps PULLING - saber ainmed out. It SLIDES THROUGH hi m
The human Jedi, ignites his orange saber, and advances.

Luke reaches for the remaining Prime. He notions with his
hands |ike he's balling up a wad of paper.

The bald android's body CAVES IN. His arnms and | egs FOLD
into a MANGLED twi sted ball. It SPARKS a nonent, then FALLS.

Kuwani BATTLES the Jedi, as the | M5 crashes in the
background. Their sabers CLASH.

An even fight, until Luke joins in.
The Jedi bounces, avoi ding sw pes and cl ashi ng sabers.

Kuwani and Luke share a | ook. They nod. Kuwani SW PES | ow,
the Jedi junps, into Luke's H GH sw pe. BBZZAAASSH.

The Jedi is SLICED apart. Kuwani stands over him and stabs.

LUKE
Was that necessary?

KUWANI
(smrks)
Enpire technol ogy. You never know.

The | M5 crashes. KAAZZZAAM |t expl odes. Real pretty-1like.
KUWANI
(smrks)
And | suppose THAT was necessary.
ENTRANCE

Han, K Sol, and Nova | ook to the I M5 expl osion. Amazed.
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HAN
| mpr essi ve.

ALLEY

MeCoul m reaches out with Force. Hi s hands ained at the sky
with the I nperial Mthership exploding.

He | ooks to his hands - like HE did it.

MECOULM
(smrks)
Most |1 npressive.

I NT. HANGAR - BI T LATER ( DARK SKI ES)

El i x DI SI NTEGRATES bl ack-arnmoured sol diers. Crewrates defend
their positions, INCLUDI NG Captain WEDGE Antilles with an
ol d fashioned blaster. They finish of the eneny. Then..

VEDGE
(poi nts)
Luke!

ELI X
(surprised, excited)
Skywal ker 22! !

Luke and the other heroes BARGE into the hangar.

LUKE
Back away.

HAN
NOW

An I nperial soldier FLIES through the entrance. A speeder
SMASHES several soldiers off its hood, CRASH NG into a wall.
Chewbacca's driving. R2D2 whistles an insult fromthe back.

MECOULM
Elix?

ELI X
MeCoul m TeThur. | was thinking of
your previous offer of enploy.

MECOULM
How many of those guys you kill?

ELI X
Many. The winds will surely stir
their dust this eve.

VECOULM
(smrks)
Riiiight.
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HAN
Cut the chatter. There's nore
com n.

NOVA

How do ya know t hat?

K' SOL
There's al ways nore.

Chewie runs to the crewwth the R2 units. The red R2 is
bl asted. It whistles a high pitch shrill as it sparks apart.

Chewi e turns to see a pinned soldier firing at the R2.
Anot her rises fromthe crash. Chewie FIRES two bolts.

Al the eneny soldiers have fallen.

HAN
Prep a | aunch for Notrupha.
VEDGE
What ?
HAN
You heard nme. They hid right under
our noses.
KUWANI

Sol o! Behi nd youl!
Laser-fire NEARLY hits Han. He and Wedge turn and BLAST.

Empire soldiers pile in, clinbing over the crashed speeder.
Chewi e tosses a grenade. A few soldiers dive as it expl odes.

Kuwani Force-throws a sol dier over to Luke. He throws him at
Han's feet. ZAP. Han kills him

The eneny fans out. Pilots and crews fight back. Sone die.
Nova and K Sol work as a team He BLASTS. She SLI CES.

Kuwani and Luke work back-to-back deflecting | asers and
stri king down any soldier who gets cl ose.

Elix ZIPS through the air, dodging, and firing back.

MeCoul m shoots a soldier, dodging return fire, until he
stri kes down the eneny.

New sol diers arrive wwth an artillery cannon.

MECOULM
CANNON

Luke SQUEEZES his black fist. The cannon CRUMPLES.
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Han and MeCoul m st and back-to-back and bl ast away. Chew e
fires and ROARS. Kuwani sees it too. Mirre soldiers. A
fl oati ng DRO D.

R2D2 whi stles. He stands at a panel. A gadget extended. A
sl eek ship turns and fires at the eneny. R2 cheers.

Kuwani reaches for a jet. She THROITLES it through soldiers
and bl ocks the entrance.

Han smrks at MeCoul m They're both ained. They bl ast the
jet, blocking the entrance, EXPLCODI NG t he renmai ni ng enem es.

The survivors cheer. Crew. Pilots. Qur heroes.

HAN
You know your m ssions. Now, go on.
Get outta here. NOW

LUKE
| should go for your son. They wll
have Jedi

HAN
No. | go for nmy son. You get the
Mast er .

LUKE
You heard what Leia said didn't
you.

HAN
You're not the only hope, Luke. My
son. My mssion. | don't care what
she sai d.

LUKE

The Crevasse. They're strong, Han.

HAN
|"ma survivor. Al ways have been.
Al'l those years ago. My famly. Qur
home. Qur name will live on. I'Il
see to it.

Luke relents. He reaches to shake with his human hand. Han
smles. Nods. They shake. Firm Then part ways.

Nova, K Sol, and Elix make their way for The Bird.

MECOULM
Before I go. | wanna tell you
sonet hi n.

HAN

You heard ne. Go on. Get.

MeCoul m | ooks down. Shuffles his feet. Han hesit ates.
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MECOULM
(struggl es)
Han. Y-you're like. A father to ne.
You al ways- - -

HAN

| know, son. | feel the same. W
bot h di d.

MeCoul m puts his hand on Han's shoul der. Han taps MeCoul min
the ribs. This is as close to hug as they get.

Chewi e interrupts with a sad grow .

HAN
You're with me. Calm s got his own
crew now. Let's go, Chew e.

Chewbacca how s. He hugs his friend, goodbye.

VECOULM
Take care of Han, now. Later, bro.

MeCoul m wal ks over to The Bird. Nova, K Sol, and Elix await.

MECOULM
You heard the man. W're outta
here. W got a card gane to attend.

NOVA
(cheers)
That was fun.

K' SOL
| still beat ya.
NOVA
|s that so?
K' SOL
Bonus poi nts.
NOVA
For | ooks? No fair. O course yo---
K' SOL
(clicks bl ades)
No. STYLE points.

VECOULM
Gane tinme, folks.

They enter the Bird. MeCoulmwaits at the entrance, | ooking
to the destruction.

Then to Luke, getting caught up with Wdge. Hi s gaze settles
on Han, | oading the Falcon with Chewbacca.

Elix floats over. The shell opens: a famliar human face.
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MECOULM
Cone on, Elix. W got roomfor one
nore. Good thing you' re so snall

ELI X
MeCoul n? If | may be so bold. |
nmust tell you sonething in private

VECOULM
This is private enough.
ELI X
MeCoul m TeThur. | know.
VECOULM
Know what ?
ELI X
Your secret. | AMa Jedi historian,
after all. | can read the signs,
just as well. It would be ny
privil ege.
MVECOULM
Privil eged how?
ELI X
My cargo. | have crystals.
MVECOULM

W're not on a trade m ssion.

ELI X
For your saber, Jedi. You nust
build it like the old ways. Like
the scrolls. Like your father..
son of TeThur.

MeCoul mthinks a nonent, is he serious?

Kuwani kicks at a fallen eneny. Making sure he's dead. Her
bl azi ng |i ghtsaber held casually as she goes. HUW NG

Han calls out to Luke, across the hangar.

HAN
Luke. You sure you wanna take her
wi th ya.

LUKE
She knows nore than we do. | don't
have an apprentice, |ike you do.
Besides, "I have a GOOD feelin
about her™".

HAN

(sm rks)

AOd wzard. Stay in touch this
tinme.
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LUKE
| will. Be careful, Han.

HAN
(smrks)
Aren't | always.

LUKE
Go on, old man. Get ny nephew back.
And, Han? May the Force be with

you.

HAN
| hope so, Kkid.
(to hinself)
| hope so.

W PE:

EXT. MOS EI SLEY PORT - AFTERNOON ( DARK SKI ES)

The Bird | aunches fromthe hangar, followed by the Fal con.
EXT. SPACE - ABOVE TATTOO NE

The space battle is still underway. Debris floats in orbit.
Pi eces of ships and the toll station. A squad of grey TIEs
exits the I M5 and LAUNCH straight for a squad of X-Wngs.
KAZZACH. The Fal con shoots apart a few of the TIEs.

| NTERCUT: COCKPI TS

Han CHEERS, operating a CANNON in the gunner bay. He | ooks
UP to Wedge, who cheers as well, at the other gun.

The Bird CARVES around, |landing in front of the TIE squad.

VECOULM
K Sol. This one's yours.

MeCoul m pilots The Bird with Nova. K Sol sits in a rear
cockpit, facing the eneny. She | aughs BLASTI NG t hem apart.

HAN
(to comm ear pi ece)
| saw that. N ce flyin, Kkid.

VECOULM
| learned fromthe best.

HAN
And don't you forget it.

Chewi e roars fromthe cockpit. A BLACK TIE rushes right for
them blasting the Falcon. They turn sideways.

The Bird changes direction, not as fast as the Fal con, but
nore agile. It blasts the black TIE s force-field.
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LUKE
Be careful with that one.

VECOULM
The bl ack TIE?

LUKE
| sense the Force.

Luke stares out of his X-Wng. R2 whistles.

LUKE
Careful guys, they can hack too.

Luke joins a squad of X-Wngs and heads for the I M5. They
fire into the massive hull but don't cause nuch danmage.

LUKE
Artoo. Find nme a weak spot.

R2D2 replies. Kuwani's sleek ship appears next to the X-Wng
squad. She tips her wi ngs at Luke.

LUKE
Barely saw you, Kuwani

KUWANI
These new ships won't show on
radar. Like that black TIE fighter
Don't approach it.

LUKE
Wy? Who is it?

Kuwani shakes her head, and R PS her ship away.

KUWANI
She woul d never tell ne.

She rushes away and saves a Rebel alien squad themfroma
heavy I nperial ship. She blasts a PULSE wave. It RI PPLES the
eneny's hull, TEARI NG off panels |ike a shockwave.

The Fal con and the Bird DI VE and SWRL around anot her as
they BLAST. Firing lasers out of the front and the rear.

An eneny | ocks onto the Falcon. The Bird SHOOTS it apart.
VEDGE
(to com)
Woah. C ose call. That you, K Sol ?

K' SOL
Told ya, Wedge. | got your back

VEDGE
And you're right, I'mhappy for it.
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The bl ack TIE zoons for the X-Wng squad rushing the IM. It
takes out two jets next to Luke.

LUKE
Kuwani . Need hel p.

Kuwani | ooks up and sees Luke. She|s upside down, relative
to him She flies close. They | ook to each other with WEI RD
smles. THRAAAM Her PULSE shot ROCKETS towards the | M.

LUKE
How do we stop it?

KUWANI
The not hership won't sink easily.

LUKE
Don't you have heavy weapons?

KUWANI
Not heavy enough.

LUKE
Wedge. Cone in, Wdge. How did you
guys top the nothership before.
VEDGE
My son. Tail. He-- The only weak
spot is through the cockpit.

LUKE
How in the worlds do you do that?

KUWANI
Sacrifice. Al ow ne.

Kuwani PEELS away and THROTTLES right for the | M5

LUKE
No. Kuwani. You're too inportant.

The final Steward is swarnmed by TIEs. The Bird WH PS around
and SAVES the day. K Sol yells as she BLASTS away.

Han CHEERS from the Fal con as they join in. Together they
DESTROY t he TIE squad.

Kuwani ZOOVS cl oser and CLOSER to the | M5

An X-Wng CLIPS the black TIE s wing, and ZI PS away, damaged
itself. The TIE SPI RALS out of control. SMXKI NG

A squad of alien Rebels forms on the black TIE Luke |eads
them CHEERI NG They BOVBARD the black TIE with bl asts.

BAMF. The bl ack TIE warps into hyperspace.

The battle in the stars dw ndl es down. The warm sunny skies
return below. The final M5 takes a lot of fire froma Rebel
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alien squad | ed by the Falcon and the Bird.
Kuwani | ooks into the I M5 cockpit. Pilots run fromthe
i npendi ng col lision. She cl oses her eyes, bracing for
i npact. She yells, Kam kaze-style.
THEN-- A pilot runs and PULLS down on a |arge |ever. BAM-.
The I M5 BLINKS out of existence. ESCAPI NG Chew e ROARS.

HAN
Yeah. No fair.

The Fal con shoots down the |ast remaining TIE fighter.

Kuwani YELLS, eyes closed, charging ahead. After a nonent,
she opens her eyes to discover the | M5 has warped away.

Her shouts turn to |aughter, realizing she survived.

MeCoul m | ooks at the devastation. Ship-parts BURN up in the
at nosphere bel ow. FIRE rains on the planet. EXPLODI NG

MVECOULM
G mMme a sec, guys. It's too nuch.

NOVA
MeCoul n? They made us do it.

Nova and Elix | eave the cockpit, and enter the |ounge area.
K' Sol joins themfromthe gunner bay.

K' SOL
(excited)

W didit.

NOVA
Not yet we didn't.

K| SOL
What ?

ELI X
It is only now that we may enbark
on our real mssion. | doth
profess, this is only the
begi nni ng.

K Sol's sm|e FADES as she | ooks out a wi ndow. The carnage.
MeCoul m stares out, alone in the cockpit. Tears form Sad.
HAN
(to com)
You there, kid.
MECOULM

(clears throat)
Go ahead. You see this?
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HAN
Al'l those years you asked of the
Empire. Who were they? What did
t hey want? What did they do?

MeCoul m stares into the debris. A dead pilot floats by.

HAN ( OS)
This is the Enpire... Get a good
| ook, son.

MECOULM

How can we stop then?

Han grabs a gl ass straw, |ooking at the destruction. He
shakes his head, and throws the straw away.

HAN
Alittle at a tine. Go on then. See
what Lando and t he Rebel s have
pl anned.

Chewbacca says goodbye.

VECOULM
You too, Chew e. And Han. Good
| uck.

HAN

You know | uck has NUTH N to do with
it. Be good, kid. Now, punch it,
Chewi e.

Chewbacca roars, and pulls on the throttle. The starfield
ahead extends, elongates, stretching to infinity. BAMF. They
vani sh into hyperspace.

Kuwani flies up to Luke. The Bird flies by and tips its
Wi ngs. Luke waves back, tipping his wings as well.

BAMF. The Bird warps away.

LUKE
Kuwani, | think I found him
Narrowed it down to a system at
| east. Once we get there I'll find
him Does it show on your nava?
KUWANI
Luke? 1'm not going with you.
LUKE
What ?
KUWANI

| nmust do sonething first. The
Enpress. Han doesn't know how
strong she is. It takes a Jedi to
kill a Jedi.
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LUKE
Then |l et ne.

KUWANI
No. Syndoor. We have a history. She
twisted us into a mass of thorns.
Before | see ny |ove again, | nust
end her.

LUKE
How do | defeat your nmaster?

KUWANI
(surprised)
You won't stop ne, then?

LUKE
No. Now, how do | stop Darth
Syndoor ?

KUWANI
He nmust join us to defeat the
Crevasse. He is the nost powerfu
Jedi |'ve ever seen.

LUKE
(clears throat)
Bef ore today.

KUWANI

(smrks)
He is a good man, tainted by the
Enpress. He was raised on the QLD
SCRCLLS. You are the prophecy he
believes in. They need you to
recl ai mthe gal axy. Together you
woul d be i mmovabl e. You nust appeal
to his higher senses. | will only
cl oud his judgenent.

LUKE
Do you still |ove hin®

KUWANI
Enough. To save him WMybe, | wll
hol d hi magain. My prince.

LUKE
What would Han think? If | let you
go?

KUWANI
Trust nme, | amfor you. I wll join
your side again. First, | want to
see the Enpress' face when | tel

her | found the Sky Wl ker.

86.
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| NT. NOTRHUPA CAVES
Fl ames flicker shadows across the FROMN NG face of Enpress

Nephtys. She is joined by several Prinme. Her gown trails
across the floor as she paces the well-decorated cave.

NEPHTYS
You said we were hidden
ASSASSI N
We are.
Spi kes hang fromthe high ceiling of the cave. Intricate
rugs hang on the wall. El aborate ornanentation throughout.
NEPHTYS

Do not lie to nme. Their network is
rife with chatter.

ASSASSI N
Every precaution was taken, ny
| ord.

NEPHTYS

And our defenses? Are they prined?
The Prinme bows to a knee. The other five mimc him in sync.

ASSASSI NS (I N SYNC)
We. Are. Prined.

The Enpress grins at her obedient followers.

KAABLLAAM The cave is rocked by an explosion. A spike from
the cave's roof FALLS. Then another | ands INTO the collar of
a Prime, deep, down into his lungs. He SPARKS and falls.

The ot her bald robot Jedi |ook to the ceiling.

NEPHTYS
(smrks)
Don't just stand there.

EXT. CAVE - FOREST - DAY
An explosion clears the foliage covering the cave entrance.
Vil acqua stands neters away, next to Captain Chadw ck.

CHADW CK
Agai n!

A terranaut slans his hand on a button. BLAAMMO Trees and
bushes are on fire. The entrance to the cave is cl eared.

VI LACQUA

(to com
We're ready for Solo.
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W PE:
EXT. SPACE

Space. Above Pel'n Drym The frozen half. The warm half. An
X- WNG rockets into orbit and enters the atnosphere.

| NTERCUT: COCKPI T

Luke stares down at this nysterious world. He closes his
eyes.

VO CE
| sense himtoo.

Luke opens his eyes. He is al one.

VA CE
So powerful. The Dark Side.

He | ooks to his reflection in the cockpit. Strange col ours
rush by upon re-entry.

Somewhere in the swirling colours he sees QU 'GON JIN - the
Jedi Master who found the young Anakin.

LUKE
Ben?
JI'N
(smles)
No. No. Luke. | am Qui' Gon Jin.
Master of Cbi Wan's. | once knew a
young boy who was nuch |ike you
LUKE
My father?
JI'N

Yes. Little Ani. A kind soul.
Bef ore the Enperor found him

LUKE
Wiy do you visit ne?

JI'N
Darth Syndoor. Do not be tenpted by
him Luke. His beliefs are deeply
rooted. He thinks you are the
Chosen One.

LUKE
| know. \What makes ne so special ?

JI'N
You bal ance the dark with the
light. This gives you access to the
full potential of the Force.
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LUKE
Anaki n? He nmastered all el enents.
Maybe HE was the Skywal ker of
| egend.

JI'N
There ARE several candi dates. You
are but one.

EXT. PEL'N DRYM - SUNSET
The X-Wng enters the atnosphere above the frozen tundra.

LUKE
What do you nmean?

JI'N
The uni verse does not hang by a
thread, but a thickly woven cord.

LUKE
(realizes)

Qur. Bl ood?
JI'N

Syndoor believes the | egend of your
sacred bloodlines. He will try and
absorb you.

LUKE
What? Into the Force? Like you?

JI'N
The Enpress lied to him She said
if he kills you he wll gain your
power s.

LUKE
How do | stop hinf

JI'N
You nust appeal to his religious
beliefs. The old scrolls tell of
the original tribes who defeated
anci ent invaders. Those tri bal
bl oodl i nes continue today. They are
t he gal axy's only hope agai nst the
i nvaders.

LUKE
Qui ' Gon, which | egends are true?

JI'N
The Tribes were real. They saved us
all. Rem nd Syndoor of history.
There is still hope for him |
believe in you, Luke. | always
believed in your famly. Now, nove.
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LUKE
VWhat ?

JI NN
MOVE!

Qui ' Gon DI SAPPEARS. A very REAL threat hides behind his
i mage. A M SSILE comes right for Luke in his X-WNG

He CARVES away, watching the liquid fire plunme in its wake.
It's Syndoor's newly acquired drone racing towards Luke. He
ZIPS away, firing at the drone. It DODCGES. It fires the LAST
m ssil e.

Luke SPI RALS away, DODG NG It keeps pace with the X-Wng,
as Luke DARTS for a shard of ice. He LURES the drone. At the
| ast second, he ZAGS away. The drone EXPLCDES into the ice.
W PE:

EXT. NOTRHUPA FOREST - DAY

Han Sol o battles the Prines al ongside Chew e. Terranauts
bl ast the eneny. Chadw ck barks orders.

The Prime Force-throw Rebels into trees. Through bushes.
Chewbie FIRES into a Prime fromcover. He roars. Han sm | es.
These bal d Jedi exit through tunnels hidden on either side
of the cave. Vilacqua sends off a troop of 5. They surround
the Prinme Jedi and attack using heavy blaster fire.

An Inperial carrier LANDS in the forest, BREAKI NG down
trees. Foot-soldiers in black armour spill out. 50 of them

Vil acqua j oi ns Chadwi ck. Han cooks a grenade.

VI LACQUA
(smles)
Han Sol o. | thought you retired.
HAN
This is ne... Retired.

Han THROA5 it at the carrier. Soldiers EXPLODE with it.

Terranauts fire heavy weapons, used to clear |and, at the
carrier. Han watches the boxy ship get destroyed. He pulls
out a glass straw. Vilacqua blinks his many eyes.

VI LACQUA
(confused)
What's that?

Han | ooks to the thin glass straw. He thinks a nonent.
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HAN
Danger ous.

He takes ALL the straws out from his pocket and STOWPS on
the pile of them FzZzZK. Chadw ck shoots an eneny behi nd Han.

CHADW CK
So are they. Now. Cone on.

A Prime | ands behind Vilacqua. He SMASHES it in the face
with his rifle. The wound SPARKS. The Jedi CROOKS his neck.
And Force-throws Vilacqua, into the trunk of a giant tree.

Han shoots that Prine down. Vilacqua struggles to rise.

HAN
Send for reinforcements.
CHADW CK
This is it.
HAN
VWhat ?
CHADW CK

Sorry old friend. The NAPC was on a
peace bringing mssion. W only
brought so many sol di ers.

HAN
Still sarcastic after all these
years, aren't ya, Chadw ck

CHADW CK
The nore things change, the nore |
stay the sane.
They turn and SHOOT the sane soldier. He falls. They grin.

O hers aren't faring so well. Two Primes work in tandem and
Force-throw a terranaut back and forth between each other.

The wi nd suddenly STIRS. A squad of Inperial soldiers |ook
up. A sleek black jet lowers - its flam ng exhausts ai ned
right at them They are all BURNT and CRUSHED

Han grins at the ship. The hangar opens.

Kuwani Saewa steps out. SNAP HI SS. She ignites her violet
saber. And i nmedi ately goes about kicking sone ass.

She Force-throws one soldier into another. They MASH
t ogether, and ROCKET into a terraform ng vehicle. Ka-BOOOM

A Prinme Force-throws sonme atnospheric equi pment. Kuwani
counters, and WHIPS it right back. WAY stronger.

Chewbacca shoots one of two sol diers behind Kuwani . She
ducks, spins around, and sw pes, SLICI NG the renaining
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soldier in half. She draws her blaster and SHOOTS a Prine
behi nd Chewi e. He ROARS, then savagely PUMVELS it with his
bare paws.

Kuwani | ands out of nowhere. Han | ooks up. Puzzl ed.

KUWANI
(smrks)
Sonetimes you need a Jedi.

HAN
Where'd you cone fronf? Wiere's
Luke?

KUWANI
He sent ne. Solo. She's in there.

HAN
The Enpress?

KUWANI
And your son. You'll need ny help.

W PE:
I NT. 1 CE CAVE - PEL'N DRYM

DRIP DROP. A long dark tunnel leads to a cavern lit by fire.
Darth Syndoor sits cross-1legged watching the fire CRACKLE

The faint sound of Darth Vader's breathing echoes through.

DARTH SYNDOCR
| had faith in you, Sky Wal ker. |
knew they would find you and bring
you to ne. Even if we destroyed the
Cl ouds.

Luke steps fromthe shadows, arns folded in his robe. DRIP
DROP. The iceberg groans as it slowy shifts.

LUKE
They didn't find ne, Syndoor. |
FOUND YOU. There is still hope,
dark one. | feel it.

DARTH SYNDOOR
| feel it too. Sonetimes. But the
scal e tips. The bal ance of the
Force i s uneven

LUKE
Not always. | can teach you. Free
my nephew and | will relent.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Do you hear the babe? I know not of
its |l ocation.
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LUKE
Li es.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Your senses betray you. The Enpress
hol ds the babe to her breast. She
nurtures it. It's too late. She
gets within and infests herself.

LUKE
Let her go. Join me. Set aside your
feelings for her.

DARTH SYNDOOR

|"ve tried. | will bring you to
her. The A d Ones have searched so
| ong. | can make anends She'l

forgive ne.

LUKE
Control your enotions. And you can
be just as powerful. There is no
chosen one. The Jedi ALONE is the
mracl e.

DARTH SYNDOCR
They say he who sl ays the savi our
recei ves unending life. The
dar kness scares me, Skywal ker. |
nmust not end.

LUKE
We're all scared. Tinme conquers
al | .

Drip drop. Syndoor slowy turns. The fire silhouettes him
SNAP HI' SS, his blue saber | GN TES.

DARTH SYNDOOR
We shall see.

Luke ignites his saber. It BLAZES an intense green.

Syndoor RUSHES over, above the ground several inches. They
CLASH | i ghtsabers. They SPARK and REPEL. They hum

Syndoor neagrely Force-pushes Luke back a foot, instead of
flying across the cave.

DARTH SYNDOOR
| mpr essi ve.

Luke Force-throws Syndoor across the cave. Through the fire.
Enbers stir. And WHAMinto the icy carved wall.

DARTH SYNDOOR
The boy. It's too late for him The
babe of Sol o-Organa is dead.
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LUKE
No. It can't be. | would know.

DARTH SYNDOOR
Once the Enpress found him any
hope, any light, was extingui shed.
Li ke your father before... Darth
Vader .

LUKE
(yells)

DARTH SYNDOOR
(rmocks)
Yes. Qur scrolls are different. W
| earn from anot her source.

LUKE
It can't be. My nephew- --

DARTH SYNDOOR
---is gone forever. Engulfed by the
Dar k Si de.

Luke yells in RAGE. Red LI GHTNI NG spews out of his black
robot hand. It CRACKLES across the cave, SPLINTERI NG into
Syndoor. Luke STRAINS.

DARTH SYNDOOR
| mpossi bl e.

The Iightni ng WRAPS around Syndoor's neck, under the collar.
He CLAWS at his throat, dropping his saber.

DARTH SYNDOCR
(surprised)
You're... KILLING nme?

Luke BASKS in a red glow fromthe lightning. H's hood FALLS
over his face. Luke GRINDS his teeth. MENACI NG

Luke lifts Syndoor higher to the ceiling. The red Iightning
hi ghl i ghts the SHARP PO NTED ends of icicles.

The ghostly spectre of Qui' Gon APPEARS behi nd Luke. He | eans
in and whispers to Luke. Then SH MVERS away. Gone.

Luke RELENTS. Realizing. The lightning STOPS. Syndoor falls,
way down to the ice floor. He COUGHS. And gathers hinself.

Luke is puzzl ed. Wndering, as Syndoor recovers.

LUKE
The Force is everywhere. In
between. Don't you see it? Life.
Creation? There is no chosen one.
W are all chosen. W are ALL ONE



DARTH SYNDOOR
Do not challenge ny beliefs. If |
defeat you, | amthe Chosen One.

LUKE
It's a lie, Syndoor. There is only
t he bal ance. The Force. It pushes
us to live.

DARTH SYNDOOR
No. The | egends prom se eternal
life. Bliss anongst blisters.
nmust becone forever.

LUKE
The Enpress has infected you. She
sent others to kill you. D d she

not ?

DARTH SYNDOOR
How do you know t hat ?

LUKE
Kuwani told ne.

DARTH SYNDOCR
Kuwani ? My | ove?

LUKE
The Enpress mani pul ates you.
Renenber the true | egends. The
original tribes. The invaders wll
return one day. Qur ancestors bled
for us. Their blood flows in our
vei ns. Renenber this.

DARTH SYNDOOR

She said the tribes are gone. If we

are to defeat the invaders we need
nor e power.

LUKE
Don't listen to her. SHE wants the
power. She will sinply absorb you
next .

DARTH SYNDOOR
(realizing)
No... It can't be.

LUKE
Join us. Before you|re consuned by
the dark. |'ve seen it. Fight it.
It is possible.

DARTH SYNDOCR
(sad)
| can't. I've tried... I'mtrying.

95.
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LUKE
(passi onat e)
There 1S no try... DOIT!

DARTH SYNDOCR
| ' m scared, Skywal ker. Help ne.

Syndoor reaches for help. Pleading. The sadness FADES to
concentration. He's trying to pull Luke with the Force.

Luke cl oses his eyes. Concentrating. Fighting it.

Syndoor's concentrati on FADES to anger. He approaches Luke
wi t h DELI BRATE steps. He REACHES for his fallen saber. It
FLIES into his grip. SNAP H' SS. He SLASHES the ice bel ow
hi m Thi ck gashes.

DARTH SYNDOCR
LI ARl | believe the Enpress. Your
mnd tricks will not work. | wll
absorb you!

Syndoor Force-throws a pile of chopped | ogs at Luke. He
redirects them splintering into the walls.

LUKE
Don't do it, Syndoor.

Syndoor qui ckens his pace. He spits. YELLS. Several feet
away now. Luke just stays CALM arns folded into his robe.

SNAP HI SS. Luke THROAS his saber. It SLICES through
Syndoor's hand and the saber hilt. Blood and SPARKS.

Luke REACHES out with both hands, guiding the FORCE. The ice
bel ow Syndoor MELTS. The fl oor becones slush. He sinks.

LUKE
| told you. The Force binds al
matter together. The Master can
re-arrange the structure of any
object. One elenent and it's many
forms.

DARTH SYNDOOR
No? It can't be? You ARE our
saviour. Forgive nme. Let ne repent.

Luke keeps reaching. The faint breathing sounds of Vader
echo. The slush turns to liquid. A deep pool slowy forns.

The bon fire is snuffed out and pulled into the water.

Syndoor swi nms, STRUGGLI NG He sinks. Bubbles flood fromhis
mouth. He KICKS at the water. He BURSTS through the surface.

DARTH SYNDOOR
You can't... Kill? M.
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LUKE
The Apprentice bal ances anger and
rage, against |ove and conpassi on.
The Master controls themall.

DARTH SYNDOCR
Teach nme, Skywal ker.

LUKE
It's too late. You nade ne do this.
Solve the riddle and we may neet
agai n.

Luke is nmenacing as he uses the Force. The liquid SH FTS to
ice - HARDENI NG around Syndoor's reachi ng hand.

Luke | owers his hands, brow furled, staring at the frozen
hand of Syndoor. Hi s saber FLIES into his grasp. SNAP HI SS.

The faint breathing sounds of Vader echo through the cave.
W PE:
EXT. CLOUD CTY - N GHT

Large hul king pi eces of debris float in space. Sone of the
towers are still suspended in the clouds. None are
unscat hed. Sonme are torn in half. Sonme have giant ruptures.

The cl ouds part, as the nose of The Bird cones through.
| NTERCUT: COCKPI T

MeCoul m stares out at the devastation. Hi s crew | ooks out
with him Nova, K Sol, Eix. Al sad.

K' SCL
Let's go. |'ve seen enough.

NOVA
No. It can't be. It's true.

A tower CREAKS and groans. It SNAPS in half, and falls
through the sky, with a thick trail of dark snoke

MECOULM
Get a good | ook, guys. We're too
young to know. Too young to
remenber. But THI S is what the
Enpire |l ooks like. TH S is why
we're on our mssion. To stop TH' S
from happeni ng to your hone.

ELI X
There is still hope. The exterior
may have crunbl ed but the interior
survi ves.
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VECOULM
El i x. Make sure the nava conputer
is finished clearing a path to
TRILLINIA. Let's see what Lando has
pl anned.

Eli x hovers out of the cockpit. MeCoul mstares out at the
carnage. K Sol consoles him a hand on his shoul der.

K' SOL

You okay, Calm What is it?
MECOULM

... | had no idea, KSol. I'm..

MeCoul m pl aces his hand on hers. He's confused. Hesitant.
K' SOL
Go on. It's okay. It's us.

VECOULM
l'ma Jedi.

K' Sol startles back. She RETREATS her hand from under his.
Nova is stunned too. They don't know how to react.

NOVA
What ?
MECOULM
(shaki ng)
It just... happened.

K' Sol stares at him Shocked. Hurt. Wnderi ng.
W PE:
EXT. NOTRHUPA FOREST - DAY

Terranauts and Rebels fight off the remaining |nperial
sol diers and bald Jedi.

Han approaches the snoki ng cave entrance. Kuwani foll ows
steps behind. She blindly SWATS away a | aser with her saber.
RAAWNOOOR. Han turns.

Chewbacca RUSHES to the cave, dodging blasts as he goes.

HAN
Chewi e. No. Stay here. Cover fire.

Chewie retorts wwth a grow. Han shoots down Chew e's eneny.
HAN
Protect us, ol pal. S what you do
best .

Chewi e agrees with a roar and PUWS his fist. Han sm | es.
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| NT. CAVE ENTRANCE

The violet glow from Kuwani's saber illum nates the cave, as
Han foll ows cl osely behind. No guards. No décor. Enpty.

Kuwani cl oses her eyes. Concentrating. She opens them

KUWANI
Thi s way.

TUNNEL
Kuwani's saber lights their way. Han follows, pistol drawn.

Kuwani hol ds up her hand, stop. She points to the air. They
listen. And hear the faint cries of a baby.

CHAMBER

The chanber is elaborately decorated with various statues
and trinkets. Rugs hang on the wall. Candles light the room

The Enpress, Nephtys, stands beside the cradle, |ooking to
the child with fond eyes as she feeds himfrom her breast.

NEPHTYS
Kuwani Saewa? The dark apprentice
who took to the light. Wiy do you

return?
Kuwani steps into the chanber fromthe halls. Her saber is
still drawn and ready. Hunm ng.
KUWANI

Enpress, | found him The Sky
Wal ker. As you conmanded.

Nephtys places the child in the cradle. She tucks away her
nursi ng breast, back into her open gown.

NEPHTYS
(1 aughs)
My child. I have the Skywal ker |
want .
KUWANI

What of Syndoor? His religion?

NEPHTYS
| kept himaway didn't |? Does he
have the Skywal ker? It won't be
long, until | take ny seat at the
throne of all worlds.

KUWANI
You lied to us all. Manipul ated us.
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NEPHTYS
And? Should | not? The pieces are
there, the board is set, should I
not nake noves.

KUWANI
Syndoor believed. Hs whole life---

NEPHTYS
For naught. Now, what is it YQOU
hope to do? Do not think | forgot
when we | ast tal ked. Leave now,
with your life, Kuwani Saewa.

HAN ( CS)
O what ?

Han steps out of the shadows. Pistol ainmed right at Nephtys.

NEPHTYS
Han Sol o. | sense nmuch pain in you
Ah. Yes. The child. Your son. Do
you wi sh to hold hinf

Han yells and FIRES at her. She uses the Force and WHI PS an
ornate shield off the wall to BLOCK the | aser.

NEPHTYS
Full of rage, this one. A shane.
You woul d have made a good
Apprenti ce.

Nephtys tickles the baby. She cackles like a wtch.

NEPHTYS ( CONT. )
| magi ne that, Han Sol o, a Dark
Jedi ? Can you, child? One day.

HAN
Don't you touch him

NEPHTYS
(rmocks)
"Or what?" | al so have secrets in
t he shadows.
(smrks, beat)
Da' Lyk, step forward.

The Hi spanic Jedi, Da'lyk, steps out of the shadowy corner

DA' LYK
My master?
NEPHTYS
End this drivel. | must plan the

nava for our next destination. |
will return shortly. After you have
dealt with this m nor annoyance.
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SNAP HI SS. Da'lyk's orange |ightsaber ignites. He advances
towards Kuwani. She DIGS in her heels for a fight.

The Enpress turns, gown flow ng, |ooking back with a smle.

NEPHTYS
Oh, and Han. May the Force be with
you. | think you' re gonna need it.

Kuwani Force-throws the Enpress across the room She | ands
near a rear entrance. Han FI RES. Several tinmes. The Enpress
sends ornanents out to BLOCK the |asers.

Kuwani engages Da'Lyk in a DUEL, as the Enpress SLINKS out,
t hrough the rear passage.

Han crosses the room to the crying child in the cradle.

Kuwani and Da' Lyk trade bl ocked strikes. They're blows |and
faster and nore furious. Kuwani SLICES into his shoul der. He
SLICES into her thigh. They CLASH bl ades. Pushi ng anot her.

Han bl asts Da' Lyk. The shots spark across arnour.

HAN
Shoul da. .. took... a bowcaster.

Da' Lyk | ooks to Han, and Force-pushes hi m back.

Kuwani takes this opportunity. She sw ngs up, THROUGH t he
| ower ribs, and up through the shoul der.

Da' Lyk's saber-arm |l ands on the ground, connected to part of
the torso. He yells in pain

Kuwani WHI PS Da' Lyk into a cabinet, shattering it. He falls.
Han approaches the cradle.

KUWANI
Solo. Do | have your forgiveness,
now?

Han picks up his child, bundled in blankets. The baby stops
crying. He | ooks dowmn with the fondest eyes in the gal axy.

HAN
(tearful)
My son.
(1 ooks up)
Sorry | didn't trust you sooner.

KUWANI
I"'mglad to earn it.

HAN
Then go, Kuwani. Get that evil
witch. | know you want to.
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KUWANI
(smles)
Get your son to safety.

HAN
Kuwani ? Thank you.

W PE:
| NT. ANTE- CHAMBER

The ante-chanber is carved into the rock, and filled with
BLI NKI NG equi pnent. The constell ations of a giant starmap
SPARKLE across the WALL i n the darkness.

The Enpress stares at a console - a hol ogram of several tal
hooded council nenbers. Al WOVEN. They stand around a | arge
round table. Wien one speaks, they ALL SPEAK.

NEPHTYS
My master ensures success. The
first steps were successful.

COUNCI L ( TOGETHER)
And t he babe. Where is he now?

NEPHTYS (LYI NG
He is safe. Secret.

COUNCI L

Has Darth Syndoor reported in?
NEPHTYS

Patience, council. Everything is

runni ng according to---

The panel SPARKS - sliced apart by a VIOLET |ightsaber. The
consol e SLIDES apart, revealing KUWWANI behind it.

NEPHTYS
Kuwani Saewa? | didn't see that
com ng.

KUWANI
You never believed in ne.

NEPHTYS
Belief? Well... It's never too late
f or THAT.

Nephtys reaches to her waist, and TWRLS her saber into a
t wo- handed grip. SNAP HI SS. The yellow |ightsaber ignites.

Kuwani LAUNCHES t owar ds Nephtys, PROPELLED by the Force.
They CLASH bl ades. The ener gy CRACKLES.

NEPHTYS
VWhere is the babe?
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KUWANI
Gone. From under YOUR watch. Wy
are your defenses |imted so? Does
your ego know no bounds?

NEPTHYS
We fight nmere soldiers of the
Rebel I'i on. What need we of
defenses? My Prine Jedi are all
need.

KUWANI
They have fallen with the soldiers
your Masters nmust have sent. They
don't trust you. Do you not fear
them Nephtys? What will your
Masters think now?

NEPTHYS
| only have one. The CHOSEN ONE
The only defence required... MW

mast er .

They separate. Kuwani BOUNCES around the room Ad LE
Nephtys is nore pronounced. Deliberate. Wth HEAVY strikes.

They WHI P pi eces of equipnment into each other.

KUWANI
You' re drunk on your power,
Enpress. Intoxicated. | know your

pl an. You want the child for
yoursel f. The Council wll not
abandon their search

They trade blows. Slicing into each other occasionally. The
saber fight is made nore of BLOCKS than strikes.

KUWANI
You will perish, if not today by ny
hand, then tonorrow by another's.

NEPHTYS
(1 aughs)
I s that what you believe? By now ny
mast er has found poor Solo. A
wi |l end as planned.
(cruel hiss)
Apprenti-sssss.

The Enpress SLAMS her el bow down, DRIVING it into Kuwani's
forearm Bones BREAK. The viol et saber falls.

Nephtys rai ses her saber for a heavy over-handed bl ow.

WHOOSH. The saber returns to Kuwani's grip. Her left hand.
She BLOCKS Nephtys' strike. She fights hard to hold it off.

The Enpress keeps PUSHI NG t he saber down.
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Kuwani SWEEP- ki cks the Enpress to the ground. She
For ce- pushes Kuwani back. Nephtys rises, and RUSHES Kuwani .
They CLASH bl ades.

Kuwani isn't as adept with her left hand. The strikes nearly
knock away her saber. She can only DEFEND

Nephtys VWHI PS equi prent into Kuwani's arm - her saber FALLS.

Nept hys reaches out and lifts Kuwani into the air,
strangling her with the Force. H gher and higher.

Kuwani struggles. Her feet dangling above the ground.

NEPTHYS
You're right, Kuwani. | DO | ove
this power.

Nephtys LAUGHS, |ooking to the ceiling, | NTOXI CATED with
power, hol di ng her saber by her side.

VWHACK. Kuwani KICKS the saber. It retracts. And FLIPS
t hrough the air.

Nephtys is stunned, rel easing Kuwani fromthe Force.

Kuwani falls and catches the saber with her left hand, as it
twirls through the air. SNAP H SS.

Fromthis | ower angle, on the ground, the shining bl ade
SLOALY grows and ENTERS under Nepthys' ribs.

Her gown, flowng in the back, is PENETRATED - first by a
BLOOM of bl ood, then EMBERS fromthe intense heat of
Kuwani's saber, as it SLIDES through, extending and HUMM NG
in the dark.

The saber SLICES the gown strap. It falls. Shadows hide the
tall nude curves of Nepthys.

Bl ood flows from her wound - trickling down, bi-furcating,
REACHI NG | i ke a crevasse, to the small of her back.

KUWANI
My Enpress. | amsorry.

Nephtys GASPS. Confused. Kuwani retracts the yell ow saber -
the only thing hol ding Nepthys up. She falls to the ground.

Nephtys is slunped on her side, staring at Kuwani, nearly
face-to-face. A noment. Then her pupils BLOOM | arge. Dead.

Kuwani rises. She tucks Nephtys' saber into her belt. She
reaches out. Her saber flies into her grasp. SNAP HI SS.

Nephtys' nude corpse SH MVERS out of existence.

Only the robe remains, crunpled on the cave floor, next to
Kuwani 's boots as she stands, saber HUW NG, agai nst the
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backdrop of stars.
W PE:
CHAMBER

Han hol ds his son, looking into the baby's tw nkling eyes.
He wal ks to the chanber exit.

HAN
(smling)
Heh, there Sol onon. How ya |ike
t hat nanme? It goes way back

The baby COOS with a giant toothless grin.

HAN
W' re gonna have one heckuva story
to tell you once ya get older. Eh,
[il guy. | |ove ya.

FFZZAK. Han GASPS. Shot in the back. FFZAK. AGAI N

Han spins and SHOOTS back. He steps towards Da' Lyk, nearly
ripped in half fromearlier, crashed agai nst the cabinet.

Da' Lyk | aughs a frightful laugh. A deathly grin. A bl oody
smle. As Han keeps firing into his arnour.

HAN
Wiy won't you die?!

Han keeps FIRING as he goes. The Jedi shoots Han in the |eg.
It doesn't phase him He keeps shooti ng.

Bl asts SPARK arnour, then higher, towards the face. Han

doesn't relent until it's done.
HAN
Conme on. Die. Lemre see those
W res.

Han stands over the crunpled body of the Jedi. No sparks. No
wires. The Jedi was human. Bl ood and bones.

HAN
(smrks)
Hmm "Takes a Jedi", ny ass.
CAVE EXIT
Sunlight streans in. The sounds of battle are faint.
Han stunbl es, holding the baby, silhouetted in the |ight.

Han cl oses his eyes, relieved. He BASKS in the sun. THEN
t he sound of Vader's breathing. Han BLINKS his eyes open.

TUNNEL
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Han awakes. It was a dream He's crunpled against a wall.
HAN
(faint)
Must have passed out.
Han is severely wounded - blasted all over. He gasps.
HALLWAY

Kuwani runs down a |ong carved hallway. Determ ned. Her arm
is in a sling made of Nepthys' gown.

Two sabers bob at her hip, dangling like jailer's keys.
TUNNEL

Han REACHES to the light of the cave exit. Struggling. He's
too dizzy to rise.

Bl ood TRI CKLES down his |ips. Sone | ands on the baby's head.
Han wipes it with his sleeve.

He notices his bracelet. Realizes. He swpes. It blinks red.
HAN
(coughs)
Wedge. |'m ..
He coughs. Again, Vader's breathing. Han al nost passes out.

Han rolls his eyes back down. He |ooks to his child. A fond
faint smle reaches across his face. THEN- -

| mpossi bly, Han's child, Sol onon, FLOATS away.
Into the shadows. Towards a reachi ng BLACK HAND
Han reaches for his son.

The breat hing sounds continue. Is it LUKE?

A |l arge bl ack boot. A long black cloak. A tall black figure.
It's Vader - holding Sol onon, wapped in a red bl anket.

HAN
NoooOOCo OO

Darth Vader just stands there. \Woo-Pah. Woo-Pah. Omi nous.
Han struggles, but AIMS his blaster.

Vader tilts his head. Anused.

He REACHES. The bl aster FLOATS out of Han's grip.

It HOVERS in the air for a nonent. Then each conponent,
every small part of the blaster dis-assenbles.
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The pieces fall.
Vader slowy approaches Han, the baby cradled in his arns.
He stands over Han.

Han | ooks way up. RACGED. He SPITS bl ood.

DARTH VADER
Solo. It was only yesterday when---
HAN
(struggl es)
No. My son.
DARTH VADER

Have no fear, a Skywal ker WLL
rai se the boy.

HAN
You can't.

DARTH VADER
Can|t |? Han Solo. Pilot of the
M || eni um Fal con. Master
mani pul ator of time and space. You
die before ne. It's too late for
you now. Unless, |ike the Enpire,
you truly can manipul ate ti ne.

(turns back)

Ti ck tock

HAN
You' re dead.

DARTH VADER
s that a question, or a neagre
t hreat ?

HAN
How?

DARTH VADER
You don't know the power of the
Dark Side. The Enpire will wll
return nme tonmy tine. I wll train
your boy to becone a powerful Sith
Lord. And return to claimwhat's
rightfully mne as the Chosen One:
the galaxy. First, with Corruscant.
Then Kashyyk, the home of your
bel oved Woki e.

HAN
I'd like to see you try.
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DARTH VADER
(1 aughs)
The Crevasse reaches, far beyond
your grasp, old man.

Han coughs. Then starts to laugh. H's bracelet still GLOAS

HAN
(shows bracel et)
Now t he whol e Rebel network knows.
Thanks for revealing the big plan.
Jedi Master.

DARTH VADER
VWhat is that device? Liesl!

HAN
(to bracelet)
Activate troops. Send themto---

WHOOSH. The bracelet flies off of Han. Vader CRUMPLES the
bracelet into a ball as it FLOATS away. Han | aughs anyway.

Then, Han draws a stolen lightsaber. SNAP HI SS. It bl ares
ORANGE. Vader watches a nmonent. Then sinply KICKS it away.

DARTH VADER
(mmcs)
You' re dead.

Vader points at Han, holding the hilt of his saber. SNAP
H SS. The red saber GROA5, slowy, steadily, reaching Han.

Han feebly GRASPS for it, but is too slow The saber | NJECTS

into his chest. Slowy advancing through his flesh.

Vader turns his back and makes for the cave exit.

HAN
My son. Solonon. He'll live.
They' || get hi m back.
DARTH VADER
(1 aughs)

Sol onon? The hero fromthe Ad
Republic? Your foolish | egends.
What was that fam |y name agai n?

HAN
TeThur. And like him Luke wll
raise nmy son to becone the greatest
Jedi ever.

DARTH VADER
(surprised)
Luke? He's alive?
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HAN
Onhhhh yeah... The Enpire wl|
fall. AGAIN. And if he's anything
like his old man, you're gonna die
a sl ow agoni zi ng death

Vader's sil houette is basked in sunlight. He | ooks back.

DARTH VADER
(over shoul der)
Your dreans are lofty, Solo. Do you
forget | hold the babe in ny arns.

HAN
(strong)
For now.
DARTH VADER

Silence, fool. Your dreamwl |
remain idle. The stuff of stars. It
wi |l fade quickly. Like you. Enjoy
your death

HAN
Li kewi se. You bast ard.

Han REACHES towards Vader, trying to use the Force. He
STRUGGLES. Not hi ng. He coughs. Hi's head sags into his chest.

DARTH VADER
(1 aughs)
Pat heti c.

EXT. CAVE - FOREST - DAY

Chewbacca kills one of the few remaining Prines. Chadw ck
and Vilacqua continue the fight. A Rebel sol dier ROCKETS
into a vehicle by the Force froma bald Prinme Jedi

Chewi e hears sonet hing. Underneath the sounds of battle. The
famliar breathing of Darth Vader. He TURNS to it.

Darth Vader exits froma side cave. He's as tall as the
opening. He holds the baby in his arns. Bats ZI P out and
around him

Chewi e yells. Vader | ooks. He grabs a grenade, about to
throw. He stops, realizing the baby. He grow s sad. Then
RUNS at Vader.

Chadw ck and Vil acqua | ook to the chargi ng Woki e. They
noti ce Vader. Their jaws drop in horror. Brief panic. Then,
the veteran soldiers provide cover-fire for Chew e.

Chewi e bends to a knee. Ains his bowaster. Fires. The
bl asts SI NGE Vader's cl oak. SPARKS. Vader reaches out,
CRUVPLI NG t he bowcast er.
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Chew e keeps CHARG NG Vader REACHES and uproots a tree. It
falls. Chewie HOPS it. Nothing can STOP H M

Vader arrives at a small clearing. Something shimers into
view. THAT bl ack TIE fighter. Vader's.

Vader | ooks back, Force-throws Chewi e, ROCKETING into a
giant tree trunk. WHAM Bark STRIPS off fromthe | MPACT.

TSSH. The TIE fighter opens. A bridge extends. Vader enters.
Chadwi ck and Vilacqua BLAST the TIE as it prepares for

t ake-of f. The shots SPARK. No damage. Then, BAMF, the TIE

di sappears, |eaving behind a round | aunching pad of sorts.

CHADW CK
What ? Warp pl atf or nf?

VI LACQUA
But that's only theoreti cal

The veterans | ook to the sky, dunbfounded. Then they turn
and | ook to Chewie, shakily rising fromthe tree trunk.

And further out to all the carnage fromthe battle. The
forest is devastated. Atnospheric equi pnent snokes.

W PE:
| NT. CAVE
Boots run down a long tunnel. It's Kuwani. She keeps running

and running, until she arrives at the entrance.
She GASPS at the sight of Han, and falls to her knees.

RARROAWDO. Chewbacca's sad cry as he enters the cave. He
JABS at the air with paw, accusing Kuwani .

She puts up her hand, shakes her head. Chew e keeps com ng,
growing. She slowy reaches for her saber at her waist.

HAN
(coughs)
No. It was. Vader.
KUWANI
Darth... Vader?
HAN
(coughs)
One and only. Took. Sol onmon. My
son.
Chewbacca grow s sad.
KUWANI

Sol onon?
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HAN
The nane stays. Chewie. Wirk
together. Find himfor ne.

KUWANI
You okay?

Han TREMBLES. He | ooks to Kuwani's broken armin the sling.
HAN
(smrks)
Ya. |'m okay. You?

Kuwani al nost smles. She bends to checks his wounds. She
| ooks to Chew e. She shakes her head. Chew e groans.

Han coughs bl ood.

HAN
MeCoulm He's nore |like ne than
cared to tell him

KUWANI
Sol 0?
HAN
He doesn't know. What Lei a | earned.
Hs famly.
KUWANI
['I] tell him Where do | | ook?
HAN

Leia's den. The Fal con.

Kuwani tries to sooth Han. Shh. He struggles, GASPING at the
air. Again. He GRABS onto Chewie's arm

HAN
(scared, trenbles)
| don't wanna die.

Chewie grows long. He holds Han in his arns like a child.

HAN
| went in battle. Al nost gave up on
that. My nanme will |ive on. Mke

sure. My son. Knows. Wo | was.
What | did. Chewi e, protect him M
boy. Sol ono- - -

Hi s eyes roll back

Chewie's cries echo in the cave. Han dies.

W PE:



EXT. SPACE
Luke flies
| NTERCUT:

Luke check

across the vast bl anket of stars.
COCKPI T
s a nonitor. He | ooks back to R2D2.

LUKE
Not rupha. R2. Find a path.

R2 WHI STLES. Luke | ooks out of the cockpit -
his eyes. Concentrating. H's eyes SNAP open.

He cl oses

LUKE
Han?! NoooOOQo!

into infi

Luke's screans BREACH the X-Wng. So nuch pain. CGuilt.

For a nome
Force, lik

W PE:

112.

nity.

Rage.

nt, the enpty space around the ship reacts to the

e the stars VI BRATE from pain.

EXT. RED PLANET

Vader's black TIE flies through space approaching a | arge
pl anet. An Inperial nothership floats in orbit.

BARREN r ed

| NT. COCKPI T

Vader | ooks to a consol e hol ogram of the femal e council.

| NTERCUT:

COUNCI L

VADER
Everyt hi ng noves according to plan.
Ready the machine. | have the
Skywal ker. | amready to return to
my tine.

COUNCI L

Perm ssion to enter atnosphere
gr ant ed.

VADER
The nmachi ne?

COUNCI L
Bring the child to us, Vader. W
will raise the Skywal ker. He nust
| earn the old ways. The true ways.
He is the ancient one we have
seeked for centuries.

VADER
Way did you seek ne out then? You
said he would return with ne. You
( MORE)
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VADER (cont' d)
said | would train the saviour. You
ri pped me fromthe height of ny
reign as Lord over---

COUNCI L
Silence, ny pupil. You believe the
scrolls don't you. You believe the
O d Republic. The | egends of the
Jedi Kni ghts.

VADER
(relents)
Yes. My nasters.

COUNCI L
Than do not question our judgment.
Bring the child to us.

VADER
Sol o nentioned the TeThur famly
nanme. Do they still live?
COUNCI L

We ended his sacred bl oodline years
ago. H s hone planet is no nore.

VADER
Are your certain? | sense---

COUNCI L
Answers only |l ead to nore
guestions, Apprentice. THOSE

scrolls wll wait.

VADER
And what of ny return? From whence
| cane.

COUNCI L

The child first, Lord Vader.
Perm ssion to enter atnosphere
gr ant ed.

FZZZK. The i mage bursts away.

Vader contenpl ates his next nove, breathing into the silence
of space. He |ooks to the rear of the TIE fighter.

In the shadows, the baby is nursed by a gowned woman. It
coos at her breast. Nurtured.

Vader wat ches. WHOOO- PAH. WHOOO- PAH
W PE:
EXT. TRILLI N A

Trilliniais a wrldw de Vegas - tons of blinking |ights.
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| NT. CASI NO
Ornate cards are SLAMVED onto a felt table.

MECOULM ( OS)
Read em and weep fell as.

MeCoul m scarred frombattle, grins at his conpetition. H's
bracelet blinks with an incomng call. He swpes it OFF

He | ooks to his crew at their own table, enjoying drinks.
Nova has a cigar. He jokes with Elix, inhaling a straw

K Sol, drink in hand, watches MeCoulmin a new |ight.

VECOULM
Thanks for the coin, guys.

VO CE
Not so fast. MeCoul m TeThur.

A set of cards SLAMS on the table. A BETTER hand of cards,
bel onging to another smling young JOKER, with wavy hair.

MAN
| got you beat. Fair and square.

The man scoops up the coins, as MeCoul m wat ches in shock.
MAN

At least you didn't bet the Bird.
That's how ny old man | ost the

Fal con.
MECOULM
You're a Calrissian?
MAN
Don't you know it. How s the ego?
MeCoul mis still stunned and confused. Hi s crew approaches.
K| SOL

Everything alright, Captain?

MECOULM
Yeah. We are go for |aunch. Meet
our Calrissian.

The man smles, rises, and reaches out to greet K Sol. He
| ooks to MeCoul m raises an eyebrow - then KI SSES her hand.

MAN
Marl o. Marlo Calrissian. Pleased to
meet you, princess.

MeCaul m | ooks on, wth a hint of jeal ousy.



115.

MECOULM
Her name is K Sol .

MARLO( MAN)
Now come on guys. My dad's got it
all planned out. Well, for now, at

| east.

He | aughs. And wal ks the crew away fromthe table.

MARLO
(to com)
They' ve arrived. Prepare their
sui tes.
K| SOL
Sui te?
MARLO
Yup. You ready or what?
NOVA
Sweet! Al those tinme zones, |I'm

r eady.

They | augh. MeCoul m | ooks at his crew, easily charned by
Marl o. He | ooks to Elix, hovering at his side.

They aren't inpressed.

Marl o SLINKS his arminto K Sol's and LEADS her away.

ELI X
A bad feeling, this one has.
MECOULM
(smrks)

Tell me about it. Can you believe
this guy? Just like his ol man.

Elix looks to MeCoul m suspicious. Was it sonething he said?

MeCoul mfollows his crew, as Marlo | eads themthrough the
| ar ge extravagant casi no.

EXT. TRILLI NI'A

The swirling blue planet. A toll station in the stars. Lots
of ship activity, as winners and | osers come and go.

W PE:
END CREDI TS:
| NT. CAVE

The enpty ice cave of Darth Syndoor, the severed hand, the
br oken saber, the FROZEN REACH of Syndoor in the ice, and
THAT torch in the cradle.
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It STIRS with novenent - ALIVE with the Force. A flane
| GNI TES. The torch vibrates, READY to fly.

The FROZEN hand of Syndoor, breaching the ice, SPASMS.
FADE OUT:
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