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ACT |

FADE | N:

EXT. DEEP SPACE - FLASHBACK

A journey across the MIky Way Gal axy: Constell ati ons,

nebul ae, black holes, Oion-Cygnus arm Solar System from
Pluto to Jupiter and then the Asteroid Belt.

TWO Bl G, BI ZARRE- LOOKI NG ASTERO DS col lide with each ot her
The one belonging to the fam |y of BAPTISTINA asteroids is
thrown away fromthe asteroid belt and flies across the vast
enpty space toward planet Earth. It shakes violently when it
reaches a dark, WH RLI NG ELECTROVAGNETIC FIELD. It is now
envel oped in a cloud of bluish cloud of gas, and it produces
VWHI STLI NG SOUND

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK

D nosaurs of all species roam around the grassland and the
forests.

T. rex hunt sauropods and ot her species of dinosaurs.

SUPER: Cr et aceous Peri od
65 MIlion Years Ago

EXT. DEEP SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid continues flying toward planet Earth, WH STLI NG
as it spins on its axis covered in bluish cloud of gas.

It enters the atnosphere and burns at the surface.

EXT. YUCATAN PENI NSULA, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK
Quet zal coatl us, a 300-pound bird with a 36-foot w ng span
flies above the Earth. It is joined by many nore flying

di nosaurs. They hunt for preys.

SUPER: Cr et aceous Peri od
65 MIlion Years Ago

Bel ow, different species of dinosaurs roamthe grassl and.
T. rex run after sauropods and ot her dinosaurs.

Suddenly the asteroid plunges into the ground and spews a
cl oud of dust hundreds of mles in dianeter.

The di nosaurs are either burried under the asteroid or
thrown in every direction.

The sky beconmes dark and the sun is totally shrouded by the
cl oud of dust and debris.



2.
EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK

The di nosaurs MOAN as they | ook up the darkening sky. The
cl oud of dust and debris spreads over themuntil it is
total ly dark.

Pani cki ng, the dinosaurs flee in all directions.
DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. KOSOVO- ALBANI AN BORDER - NI GHT - PRESENT TI ME

An AC- 130U Spooky gunship flies over the border near
Mori ne.

SUPER: KOSOVO WAR, 1998-1999
I NT. COCKPI'T OF AC-130U - NI GHT

Wearing the uniformof a Lt. Colonel in the US Air Force,
JOHN SLATER, 40, ruggedly handsone, is nounted at the
pilot's' seat, |ooking out the windowto his left. He is
wearing a headset. The co-pilot is |looking to the right.

Behi nd them are the navigator and flight engineer. They are
| ooki ng at the instrunent panels.

| NT. VEAPONS BAY, AC-130U SPOCKY - NI GHT

The Sensor QOperator is |ooking at the radar display, while
t he ni ght observation operator is staring at the infrared
di splay and the fire direction officer is | ooking at the
tel evision dislay.

EXT. BORDER CHECKPO NT, KOSOVO- ALBANI A - NI GHT

A group of Serbian soldiers aboard five T-72 tanks and ten
BMP infantry fighting vehicles are bl ocking the road.

One of themcarries a SAM7 Strela m ssile | auncher.

They check the vehicles passing by. They let the nmen get
down the vehicles and frisk themfirst before letting them
go, leaving the wonmen and children behind. Those who try to
protest are shot to death

| NT. WEAPONS BAY, AC-130U SPOOKY - NI GHT
The Sensor Operator stares into the radar.

SENSOR OPERATOR ( OVER RADI O)
Targets identified. Five T-72 tanks
and ten BMP personnel carriers..
ot her unidentified vehicles.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Damm, there are civilians down
t here.



CO-PI LOT (OVER RADI O
Col onel Slater, sir, are we going
to abort the m ssion?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
No. I'Il go down there.

He goes to the weapons bay. He hitches the radio to his
chest and fixes the earpiece. Then he dons a parachute as
the ranp starts to open. Next he picks up an M4 carbine
SOPMOD wi t h sound suppressor, runs to the ranp and drops out
into the air.

EXT. OVER THE BORDER CHECKPO NT, KOSOVO- ALBANI A - CONTI NUOUS

John rel eases the parachute and maneuvers it toward the back
of the guardhouse.

EXT. BORDER CHECKPO NT, KOSOVO- ALBANI A - CONTI NUOUS

The Serbian soldiers |augh as they herd wonen and chil dren
i nsi de the guardhouse through the door at the back.

Carrying an M4 SOPMOD, John craw s behi nd the guardhouse.
He sees--

TWO SERBI AN SOLDI ERS

They are posted at the door of the guardhouse.

From a di stance, we could hear the conversation of the
Serbi an sol diers mounted on the tanks and BMP and on the
road. They are |aughing frequently.

John ains his rifle and shoots the two guards one after the
other. They tunble to the ground, GROANI NG They are both
dead.

He runs to the door and kicks it open, then he barges
i nsi de.

About twenty wonen and ten children are being held inside.
He signals themto follow him

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Spooky, cover ne!

The Kosovar wonmen and children storm out of the guardhouse.
The Serbi an sol diers hear the noise of running footsteps.

Suddenly, the AC 130U Spooky gunshi ps FI RES down at them
froman altitude of one thousand feet.

The tanks and BMPs are hit by cannons, while the soldiers
are struck by bullets fromthe Gatling gun.

The Sebi an carrying the SAM ducks for cover and ains his
weapons to the aircraft. He squeezes the trigger.



THE M SSI LE

streaks skyward and hits the portside of the plane where the
guns are nount ed.

FLARES
are thrown down by the gunship.
THE M SI LE

zi gzags through the shower of flares and hits the side of
t he gunship where the 105 cannon is |ocated. It EXPLODES
into a Fl REBALL.

| NT. COCKPI'T OF AC- 130U SPOOKY GUNSHI P - CONTI NUOUS

The co-pilot struggles with the joystick as the plane
descends.

CO PI LOT (OVER RADI O
Mayday! Mayday! Mayday! We are hit!
Surface-to-air-mssil el
The flight engineer and the navigator SCREAMin fear

CO-PI LOT (OVER RADI O
W' re goi ng down! Mayday! Mayday!

EXT. BORDER CHECKPO NT, KOSOVO- ALBANI A - CONTI NUOUS

John | ooks up at the flam ng gunship as he runs with the
worren and chil dren

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Spooky, land at the Al banian side.

CO- PI LOT (OVER RADI O)

Col onel, sir, we're going down
fast!

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch!

Serbian soldiers are chasing them They are FIRING their
guns indiscrimnately. The wonmen and children are hit.

John FIRES back. He hits three of them

The sol di ers keep on charging. The wonen and chil dren SCREAM
as they are hit one after the other.

John inches his way to the rear toward Al bani an soil as he
FI RES back at the Serbs, killing many of them

A SERB SOLDI ER

He is carrying a sniper rifle with an attached infrared
scope. He ains at John and FI RES.



JOHN
He lifts a liitle girl and raises her to his chest.
BULLET

is zoom ng toward John and hits the girl. She Iinps
instantly.

John FI RES back at the Serb, hitting himon the head.
ANOTHER SERB SOLDI ER
FIRES at John, htting himin the left side of his belly.

John groans as he FIRES back at the Serb, hitting himon the
chest.

The gunbattle is over.

John kneels on the ground as he shakes the little girl. She
is dead.

| NT. WEAPONS BAY- AC- 130U SPOOKY - CONTI NUOUS
The gunners are on fire and they fight to extinguish it.
The Sensor Operator SCREAMS as his clothes burn.

SENSOR OPERATOR ( OVER RADI O)
Mayday! Mayday! We are burning!

EXT. KGOSOVO ALBANI AN BORDER - CONTI NUOUS

The pl ane banks to starboard as it continues to descend.
Then it levels off and crash-landed on a open field. It

expl odes into a big FI REBALL

EXT. BORDER CHECKPO NT, KOSOVO- ALBANI A - CONTI NUQUS

John surveys the carnage, pressing his wound with his left
hand. He shakes every one of the wonmen and children. Al are
dead.

Then he runs to the burning plane. He tries to locate his
dead nen to no avail.

A helicopter cones closer and closer, ROTORS VH RLI NG

He | ooks up and sees a powerful floodlight bearing down on
him He drops to his knees and cries.

The UH- 60 Bl ackhawk helicopter touches down near by.
Pararescuers run to him carrying a stretcher

DI SSCLVE TO



EXT. 4TH SPECI AL OPS SQUADRON, HULBURT FI ELD, FL - DAY

John drives through the gate bearing the |logo of the 4th
Speci al Operations Squadron and parks his car in front of
t he mai n buil di ng.

SUPER: One week | ater
He gets down and wal ks inside the building.
I NT. JOHN S OFFI CE - DAY

LT. GENERAL W LSON NEWVAN, 50 is standing in front of
John's desk. He is wearing the uniformof the Air Force with
the insignia of the Special Forces Conmmand.

John enters, wearing the patch of the 4th Special Operations
Squadr on.

He snaps a salute and WIson replies.

W LSON
Col onel Slater, they'll award you
the Air Force Cross.

JOHN
How about ny nen?

W LSON
Yes, they'll also be awarded
post hunously. You've to go to
Washi ngton. The cerenmony w || be at
t he Pent agon.

JOHN
Sir, I've considered retiring from
t he service.

W LSON

| can't stop you. But you've to
receive the award first. The
Secretary of the Air Force wll
personal ly pin the nedal

JOHN
You know what? It was an
intelligence screw up, General
Newman, sir. They told us the Serbs
were not arned with anti-aircraft
m ssil es. What was needed in that
situation was a fast attack
aircraft, not the defensel ess
gunshi p.

W LSON
Soneti mes we make m st akes.
Intelligence gathering isn't
absol utely accurate. It's a game of
chance.



JOHN
We usually call it system norma
all fucked up
Speechl ess, W/l son wal ks to the door.
MONTAGE:
1. John receives the Air Force Cross at the Pentagon

2. John visits the graves of his crewren at the Arlington
Menorial Cenetery.

3. John undergoes training at NASA

EXT. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - DAY

Peopl e are gathered outside the Vehicle Assenbly Buil ding
and its environs watching a Delta IV heavy rocket hurtle
into the sky from Space Launch Conpl ex- 37.

They break into an APPLAUSE.

SUPER: Five Years Later

The rocket keeps on ascending. The people are transfi xed.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Looki ng at the wi de screens, the m ssion specialists watch
the rocket soar into outer space.

The two boosters separate fromthe Delta IV rocket and drop
to the ground.

EXT. LOWEARTH ORBI T - DAY
The rocket continues to ascend into | ower orbit.
The Delta IV main booster separates and recedes downward.

The payl oad fairings separate, exposing the Sentinel space
pr obe.

The R-10 engines fire up and thrust the Sentinel into the
dark and then separate fromthe satellite.

The Sentinel continues its journey into outer space.
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

The m ssion specialists burst into | oud APPLAUSE. Sone shake
each other's hands, others hug each other tightly.

Seated in front of a conputer console, JACK CHAMBERS, 45,
dons his headset. He hears different anbi ent NO SES. He
smles and then renpves his headset.



| NT. NEWSROOM CNN CENTER, ATLANTA - DAY
Fatally attractive, SANDRA COLLINS, 35, faces the canera.

SANDRA
NASA has | aunched a Delta IV rocket
to deploy the Sentinel space probe
carrying a powerful Utra High
Resol ution I nstrument and Doppl er
sensing instrument. ..

I NT. LI'VING ROOM JOHN S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Standing in the mddle of the Iiving room John picks up his
coat fromthe back of a chair and wears it as he watches the
TV.

Hangi ng on the wall above the TV are John's pictures while
he was in the US Air Force. He wore a uniformw th the rank
of lieutenant colonel and has got a | ot of decorations and
ri bbons in his chest, including the Air Force Cross nedal
worn around his neck. He is standing in front of AC 130U
Spooky, A-10 Thunderbolt, F-15 and F-16 fighter jets. There
are al so photos showi ng himin NASA spacesuit.

SANDRA (ON TV)
Sentinel can visualize and pick up
t he sounds of asteroids and conets
fromthe Asteroid Belt between
pl anets Mars and Jupiter that wll
stray into our planet.

JOHN
You're just terrific.

A beautiful little girl emerges fromone of the roons. She
goes to himand then | ooks at the TV.

G RL
Ch, that'a ma nonl

SANDRA (ON TV)
Sentinel has the capability to
detect even the small est asteroids.
It also carries powerful equipnent
for interstellar conmunication.

JOHN
(to daughter)
Keep wat chi ng your nmom Skinny. |'m

goi ng to Pasadena.

A RL
Yah, daddy. Donna for-get nma candy.

JOHN
(rubbi ng her head)
Yeah, sure. How can | forget ny
little beauty.



He wal ks to the door and goes out.
EXT. JOHAN S HOUSE, DOMWNTOMN LOS ANGELES - DAY

John get inside his car and drives out of the garage into
t he road.

EXT. PASADENA FREEWAY - DAY

John's car is nmoving with the noderate traffic on the
freeway.

I NT. JOHAN S CAR - DAY

John dials his phone, holding the wheel with his |left hand.

JOHN
Sandra, | watched you on TV. You're
amazi ng.
SANDRA (VO
(chuckl i ng)

Were are you, John?

JOHN
Pasadena Freeway on the way to the
Jet Propul sion Laboratory.

SANDRA (VO
Wait for nme before you | eave for
Fl ori da.

JOHN

Yeah, sure. Wiere are you now?

SANDRA (VO
Hart sfi el d-Jackson I nternational .

JOHN
Okay. Take care, darlin'.

SANDRA (VO
| love you, John.

JOHN
| love you too.

EXT. JET PROPULSI ON LABORATCRY - CONTI NUOUS

John parks his car in front of the main building. He gets
down and wal ks i nsi de.

| NT. FUNCTI ON ROOM JET PROPULSI ON LAB - CONTI NUOUS

PROF. WALTER PULLMAN, 50, stands behind the | ectern and
| ooks at his audience that fills all seats.

John is seated at the front row



WALTER
El ectromagneti smcontinues to be a
nmyst eri ous physi cal phenonenon.
Whether it has the capability to
store past information remains a
controversy. Mst scientists
bel i eve that there exist no natural
el ectromagnetic fields that can
store information. It is only when
man i nvented instrunments that nmake
use of electromagnets that we see
the storage of information for
posterity's sake.

John rai ses his hand.

JOHN
l'"d like to ask you a persona
guestion, Professor Pull man.

Walter nods at him

Walter | eaves the lectern and wal ks to the edge of the

rostrum

WALTER
VWhat is it?

JOHN
Do you believe natural and rare
el ectromagnetic fields that can
store informati on exi st today or
exi sted long tine ago?

WALTER
Yes, | do. If man can create such
instrunments, why can't the Mster
Architect of the Universe? You're
an astronaut, and have you felt the
power of God out there?

JOHN
Yes. One psychologist called it the
"Overview Effect”. You feel the
i nterconnection of the celestial
bodi es. But | always doubt if past
unwitten or unrecorded information
had been stored up for retrieval
| ater. You need a very big and very
powerful instrument up there to do
it.

WALTER
Do you think that's inpossible to
do? Physics has its own limts,
Col onel Sl ater. The observabl e
portion of the Universe is beyond
conpl et e under st andi ng. How nuch
( MORE)

10.
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WALTER (cont' d)
nore for the unobservable portion
of the Universe? You' ve heard about
curved space and curved and war ped
tinme?

John nods and smil es.

JOHN
Yes. Relativity is convincing, but
goi ng back to the past is nearly
i npossi bl e, because you can't have
a spacecraft that flies at the
speed of I|ight.

WALTER

Let me share with you this linmerick
from Nobel Laureate Stephen
Hawki ng:

(beat)
There was a young | ady of Wght/
Who travel ed much faster than
I ight/ She departed one day/ In a
relative way/ And arrived on the
previ ous ni ght.

The audi ence breaks i nto LAUGHTER
John sm | es.
EXT. DAVID S HOUSE, ALHAMBRA, LOS ANGELES - DAY

Clad in a USAF uniformw th the rank of Col onel, DAVID
HUNTER, 41, energes fromthe door of his house carrying his
suitcase and loads it inside the trunk of his car.

Then he clinbs at the front seat behind the wheel. He starts
t he engine. The car rolls out of the driveway.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 405 - DAY

David's car is cruising at noderate speed behind a long line
of cars.

Suddenly the car far ahead goes anok and hits the one to its
right and left. This creates a chain reaction as cars hit
each other, careening and rolling across the pavenent,
bur ni ng.

David tries to steer clear of the mayhem zigzaggi ng through
the rolling vehicles. He survives unscat hed.

| NT. DAVID S CAR - DAY
David breathes a SIGH of relief as he thunps the wheel.
DAVI D

Damm! What a nice way to start ny
day.



12.
| NT. CLASSROOM UCLA - DAY

CATHERINE SM TH, 35, is standing in front of the bl ackboard
faci ng her post-graduate students, a m xture of young and
m ddl e- aged nmen and wonen.

CATHERI NE
W' Il find out why nuscle atrophy
occurs in mcrogravity, and we'l|l
al so observe the effect of
mcrogravity on a certain species
of fish.

MALE STUDENT #1
Dr. Smth, how long will you stay
in the International Space Station?

CATHERI NE
Si x nmonths, barring any unfortunate
i nci dent .

FEMALE STUDENT #1
How about our grades?

CATHERI NE
"1l give you final examtoday.
"1l leave for Florida in
twenty-four hours.

FEMALE STUDENT #2
Ma' am we're not prepared.

CATHERI NE
I n graduate school, you al ways
expect the unexpect ed.

Her phone RINGS. She dips into the pocket of her coat and
pull s out her phone. She raises it to her |ips after
pressi ng one key.

CATHERI NE
Davi d?

| NT. DAVI'D CAR - DAY

David is seated behind the wheel, holding the phone to his
left ear.

DAVI D
Cathy, 1'll pick you up. Am now on
the way. Interstate 405.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN DAVI D AND CATHERI NE

CATHERI NE
G ve ne one hour.

DAVI D
Yeah, sure.
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CATHERI NE
Don't forget to bring flowers.

DAVI D
You don't have to rem nd ne.

CATHERI NE
We'l|l have to fetch ny suitcase.

DAVI D
No probl em

EXT. SHEREMETYEVO | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT, MOSCOW - DAY

A van bearing the decal of the Russian Federal Space Agency
pull s over the curb. The driver goes down and opens the rear
door .

The si de door opens and an attractive Russian wonman ener ges
fromthe back seat. She is | RINA LEONOVA, 40, dressed in

bl ouse and mni-skirt. She goes to the rear and takes her
suitcase fromthe driver

A man is waiting for her near the entrance to the
pre-departure area. He is M KAEL, 45 years ol d.

She pulls her suitcase and hurries to him He neets her
m dway. They ki ss passionately.

M KAEL
(Russi an, subtitled)
You shoul d have quit your job,
Irina. What can you get from going
to the International Space Station?

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
The pride of our country is at
stake, Mkael. Wiy can't you wait
for six nonths? We'll get married.

M kael wal ks away from her and stands at the curb. She
wat ches hi m pensively.

A car driven by a beautiful woman pulls over and he clinbs
i nside. They ki ss each other.

Irina is stunned.

M kael ignores her as the car speeds off.

Irina tries to | ook around her, seem ngly not know ng
whet her to screamor cry. Tears eventually roll down her

face. Slowy, she turns around and wal ks inside the termna
bui l di ng, pulling her suitcase. She is heartbroken.



14.
| NT. CHARLES DE GAULLE | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - DAY

Pulling a suitcase, ADRIEN CHANDLER, 50, wal ks to the
counter of Air France and presents his ticket to the woman
st andi ng behi nd.

WOVAN
(French, subtitled)
What will you do in Amrerica, M.

Chandl er ?
ADRI EN
(French, subtitled)
| wll join some Anmerican

astronauts to the I nternational
Space Station.

WOVAN
(French, subtitled)
You are an astronaut?

ADRI EN
(French, subtitled)
Yes. | used to be a pilot in the
French Air Force before | joined

t he European Space Agency.
She hands hi m hi s boardi ng pass.

WOVAN
(French, subtitled)
We are proud of you.

ADRI EN
(French, subtitled)
Thank you.

EXT. NASA CAUSEWAY BRI DGE, CAPE CANAVERAL - DAY
The car is cruising the bridge at noderate speed.
INT. ERIC S CAR - DAY

Seat ed behind the wheel, ERI C BALTAZAR, 45, | ooks sideways
to his girlfriend, D ANA JONES, 35, a freelance

phot ographer. She is taking pictures of the Kennedy Space
Center.

ERI C
Wiy are you preoccupied with your
canmera when |'am here? You know how
long we'll stay in the
I nternati onal Space Station?

DI ANA
Yes, Eric. Six nonths at |east.
Maybe a year. That nmeans no sex.
You'l | have no outlet in outer
space.
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ERI C
| don't want to hear that. You're
i mpl yi ng sonet hi ng.

DI ANA
You' ve to accept hunman nature.

ERI C
You're a shit, D ana!l

EXT. MQJAVE DESERT - DAY

A tw n-seater Cessna spins over the desert and then | evels
off before it touches down the airstrip.

A man places a | adder by the side of the cockpit.

EDWARD DUSTER, 50, energes fromthe cockpit and clinbs down
the | adder, followed by his student.

MAN
There was a phone call fromthe
Kennedy Space Center.

EDWARD
What did they say?

MAN
You will |eave for the

| nternational Space Station in
twenty-four hours.

EDWARD
Dam.

He runs to his car and speeds off across the desert.

DI SSOCLVE TO
EXT. KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - DAY
Different cars converge around the m ssion control building.

David and Catherine enmerge froma car and wal k toward the
bui | di ng.

Irina and Adrien get down froma van bearing the decal of
NASA.

Edwar d shakes hands with Eric and they proceed inside the
bui | di ng.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTRCL- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - DAY

John neets David, Catherine, Eric, Edward, Irina and Adrien
and shakes hands with them



JOHN
Wel cone to the Kennedy Space
Center. Irina and Adrien, feel at
honme. The ISS is an expensive
cl ubhouse for all mankind.

The astronauts LAUGH.

Adri en SNI

lrina sm|l

JACK enters. He joins the group. He hugs David.

| RI NA
Are you married?

JOHN
Yes. Two ki ds.

CKERS

ADRI EN
Il wll not join a bachelor.

| RI NA
Are you alluding to ne, Adrien?

ADRI EN
No. We French prefer responsible
| eaders. Being a famly man is a
big responsibility.

| RI NA
How did you know I am not married?

ADRI EN
| saw your profile at the website
of the Russian Federal Space
Agency.

es m schievously.

| RI NA
We are always at odds, Adrien. Wen
Napol eon i nvaded my country, he
m scal cul ated the Russian w nter.
hope you will not nake the sane
m st ake.

ADRI EN
| take lesson fromhistory, Irina.

JOHN
Ladi es and gentl enmen, neet Dr.
Chanbers. Jack Chanbers. He's the
chief mssion specialist at the
Johnson Space Center. He used to be
a test pilot at Boeing.

Jack shakes hands with them

16.
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JOHN
(pointing to his crewren)
This is Colonel Irina Leonova and
Col onel Adrien Chandler... Mjor
Eric Baltazar and Captain Edward
Dust er.

JACK
| came here to wish you |uck

JOHN
He's kidding. He'll be our nmaster
controller at the space station. He
will tell us |ater what to do and
what not to do.

JACK
(chuckling)
No, I'll not treat you like robots.
We're just follow ng certain

prot ocol s.
EXT. LAUNCH PAD 39A- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

The group of John boards the space shuttle D scovery nounted
at Launch Pad 39-A.

It hurtles into space am dst a cloud of gas and funes.
EXT. VAB COVPLEX - CONTI NUOUS

Peopl e APPLAUSE as they watch froma di stance the space
shuttle soar to the sky.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack watches the flight of the space shuttle D scovery on
the big screens. He is wearing a headset.

WOVAN (VO
Take it away, Houston.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Thank you, Cape Canaveral

The m ssion specialists burst into a | oud APPLAUSE.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, do you read ne?

JOHN (VO
Roger, |oud and cl ear.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Enj oy the ride.

JOHN (VO
Thank you, Jack.



18.
Jack sips at his cup of coffee.
DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. LOWEARTH ORBI T

The shuttle D scovery approaches the International Space
Station.

Slowmy it docks into the PMA-2 attached to the Harnony Node.
DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. LOWEARTH ORBI T

John is wearing an EMJ and hooked to a tether. He is wal king
i n space.

JACK (VO
John, there is a report of
nmeteorites heading in your
direction!

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Dam.

He wal ks back to the space station using the thrusters of
t he EMU.

Suddenly a shower of mcroneteorites BUZZ past hinm but
mss hitting himor any part of the space station.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
(agitated)
Shit, that's a close call!

JACK (OVER RADI O
Thank God you're not hit.

A solo neteorite strikes the tether, cutting it.
John flies away fromthe space station.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

JACK (OVER RADI O
(frantic)
John, your SAFER! Activate it now

John seizes the hand controller in front of his suit and the
thrusters ignite, propelling himback in the direction of

t he space station. He maneuvers his way until he reaches the
grips and translates to the Quest Airlock. He is agitated,
breat hi ng hoarsely.



19.
| NT. HARMONY NCDE, |SS

John's crewren are agitated as they | ook through the
port hol es.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O
Thank God t he SAFER wor ks.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Jack parks his car in front of the m ssion control building
and gets down.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHANSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUCUS

Jack sits in front of a conputer console and dons his
headset. There are anbient NO SES. Then they are gone. Jack
exchanges gl ances with his neighbor, an attractive wonman.

Her nanme i s DEBBI E HOLMES, 30.

JACK
Debbi e, what happened?

Debbi e freezes nmonmentarily.

DEBBI E
There's sonet hi ng wong out there,
Jack.
Jack is agitated.
JACK
What ?
DEBBI E

Maybe a powerful el ectromagnetic
field. It effectively jamred our
si gnal .

JACK
Wiy didn't we anticipate that?

Debbi e shrugs her shoul ders and shakes her head.

DEBBI E
There's no way to test a device
i nside an el ectromagnetic field.

JACK
We m ght | ose the Sentinel.

DEBBI E
Science has its own limts.

Jack stands up and goes to the front.



20.

JACK
Ladi es and gentl enen, we've a very
bad news for you. W |lost track of
t he Senti nel.

The m ssion specialists SIGHin frustration.
EXT. DEEP SPACE - FLASHBACK

The Sentinel is caught inside an el ectromagnetic field and
spins on its horizontal axis. The cloud of gas conpletely
shrouds the space probe from visual detection

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. LOWEARTH ORBI T

The International Space Station is orbiting the Earth at
17,200 m | es per hour.

In the b.g., the continental United States, wth | ow cl ouds
over California.

SUPER: Si x Months | ater

Clad in astronaut's EMJ spacesuit, David exits fromthe
Quest Airlock and translates out to the starboard side of
the station's integrated truss structure. He is carrying a
suit-sized sequential shunt unit.

Behind him Catherine, also in EMJ spacesuit, crawl s out and
inches her way to the integrated truss structure.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Cathy, this will be ny |ast peek on
pl anet Earth.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Wiy are you saying that when you're
| ooki ng down at a beautiful world?

They reach the Harnony Node.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Damm, why can't they invent a power
regul ator that doesn't fail?

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O
They' re giving us spacewal kers the
reason to go out on an excursion,
uh, | nmean, Extra Vehicul ar
Activity.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
A very expensive date.

Cat heri ne CHUCKLES.
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CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
You shoul d have brought sone
fl owers.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Houston is listening to us.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Is that classified as w retapping?

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUCUS

The |l arge screen in front shows the location of the ISS. It
is orbiting above California.

Seated in front of a conputer console, Jack CHUCKLES and
| ooks sideways to the other m ssion specialists. They are
al so enjoying the conversation. They are all wearing
headset s.

JACK (OVER RADI O
David, a beautiful rose is on the
way t here.

Debbi e | ooks at himin surprise.
| NTERCUT JACK/ DAVI DY CATHERI NE:

DAVI D ( OVER RADI O
Jack, it's difficult to get married
when you're in orbit. There's no
priest here.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Jack, don't take his joke
seriously. I"'mnot fatally
attracted to him

The m ssion specialists explode into LAUGHTER

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Easi er said than done.

Jack CHUCKLES.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Davi d, shut up!

JACK (OVER RADI O
Davi d, can you see us down here in
Texas?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Yeah, of course. But we're going
over the Yucatan Peninsula in
Mexi co.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Can you recogni ze Chi cxul ub?
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DAVI D (OVER RADI O
VWhat the hell is that?

JACK (OVER RADI O
D nosaurs' killer. That's the nane
of the crater that was reportedly
created by the inpact of an
asteroid sixty-five mllion years
ago on ny birthday, to be exact.

Davi d LAUGHS.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
| never thought you live in
Jur assi c Park.

The m ssion specialists explode into LAUGHTER
| NT. | NTERNATI ONAL SPACE STATI ON - CONTI NUOUS

| nside the command and control deck, John and his crewnren
listen to the conversation anong David, Catherine and Jack
over the intercom

Jack serves cups of coffee to his crewren, one after the
ot her before he takes his own.

JOHN
David and Jack are like twin
brot hers. When we were at the US
Air Force Acadeny, we could hardly
go in between them They shared
nmeal s. They sat side by side. They
even exchanged cl ot hes.

| RI NA
How about you?
JOHN
No, | can't do that. | put space.
| RI NA
But you've a conmobn touch
Commander .
EDWARD
|"ve heard you'd a fierce encounter
i n Kosovo.
JOHN

| was trying to rescue civilians
from sonme Serbian sol diers. But
| ost them i ncluding ny crewren.

ADRI EN
You didn't anticipate the Serbs
were armed wi th Russi an- nade SAMs?
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| RI NA
You' re insinuating we instigated
the Serbs to conmt crinmes against
humani ty.

ADRI EN
No, | did not say that.

ERI C
Pl ease, this is the ISS. W don't
di scuss politics here.

JOHN
Adrien, 1'll answer your question.
Intelligence work is not perfect.

He finishes his cup and | ooks out the porthole. Then he
takes his snoopy cap and wears it.

EXT. | NTERNATI ONAL SPACE STATI ON - CONTI NUOUS

David quickly renoves the equi pnent fromits package and
replaces it on the slot. He gives a thunbs-up sign.

Cat herine points to --
A SPACE SHUTTLE
It is approaching fromthe direction of Florida.

JOHN (VO
David, make it fast. Discovery is
com ng.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
W' re al nost finished.

He grabs the floating busted equi pment and replaces it
i nside the casing.

JACK (VO
David, there's a report about a
shower of neteorites heading in
your direction!

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

Qui ckly David and Catherine craw s back to the Quest Airl ock
carrying the suit-sized busted equi pnent as the Space
Shuttl e Discovery cones closer and closer in the background.

EXT. /I NT. | NTERNATI ONAL SPACE STATI ON
Davi d opens the hatch of the Quest Airlock and lets

Catherine come in first before he follows her, tagging the
equi pnent behind him He spins around the | ock quickly.
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DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Lat ch secured.

They wal k to the control room

The ot her astronauts shake hands with David and Cat heri ne.
Dl SSOLVE TO

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Jack is wearing his headset, watching Debbi e and HENRY
HEDGE, 35, chatting in front of the nearby console.

Suddenly there is a WH STLI NG SOUND.
He perks up.

JACK
Henry, cone over here.

Henry and Debbie hurry to him

HENRY
VWhat is it?

Jack renoves his headset and hands it over to Henry.

JACK
Sentinel's back. Listen to this
sound. Kinda whistle up there.
M ght be an asteroid producing a
whi stling noise as it spins.

Henry wears the headset and listens in awe.

HENRY
You' re dammed right, Jack

JACK
Whi stling sound coul d nean the
asteroid is hollow ..tw narrow
openings |like a boy scout's
whi st | e.

Jack jabs a button and the VWH STLI NG SOUND becones | ouder as
t he PA bl ares.

The m ssion specialists stand up to listen attentively to
t he sound, | ooking over to Jack and his conpany.

M SSI ON SPECI ALI STS
Senti nel's back!

HENRY
How far is this asteroid?
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JACK
Somewhere at the periphery of the
Asteroid Belt. Too far to worry
about it. Sentinel's not a waste of
t axpayers' noney.

DEBBI E
Can we get a visual?

JACK
The el ectromagnetic field is still
t here...obscuring the canera.
Anyway, the asteroid' s not a threat
to us. Sleep soundly.

EXT. OUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid continues to streak toward planet Earth at top
speed, spinning on its axis and WHI STLI NG i nsi de an

el ectromagnetic field of bluish cloud of gas.

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY
Jack stands up fromhis seat, yawns and flexes his |inbs.
Henry rushes to himfromthe other side. He is agitated.
HENRY
Jack, we've got an
Eart h-crosser...the same whistling
ast eroi d!

JACK
Son of a bitch!

He follows Henry to his desk.
ON SCREEN
The bi zarre-shaped BAPTI STI NA ASTERO D spinning in the dark

VWH STLI NG The screen | oses focus for a monent. Then it
becones cl ear agai n.

JACK
What' s happeni ng?
HENRY
El ectromagnetic interference. But
the Sentinel is still picking up
signals. | guess the
el ectromagnetic field is slowy
vani shing. This will clear up soon.
JACK

How big is this son of a gun?
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HENRY
Five mles in | ength.
JACK
Did you conpute its trajectory?
HENRY
Yucat an Peninsula in twenty-nine
days.
JACK
Ch, ny God!
(beat)

s this a repetition of the
extinction of dinosaurs?

HENRY
| don't know. |'m not so sure.

JACK
Get the profile.

HENRY
Yes. But you've to informDirector
Wi t eman qui ckly.

| NT. HOMRD S OFFI CE, JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

HOMRD WHI TEMAN, 55, is seated behind his desk when his
phone RINGS. He picks it up and answers.

HOWARD
Yes?

JACK (VO
Get down here right now

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL, JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS
Howard bursts inside fum ng nad.

HOMNRD
Wiy the fuck you want me down here!

Everyone ignores him they are all staring transfixed at the
screen...then he sees it. He freezes in mdstride and gapes.

THE ASTERO D, rapidly spinning on its axis and VWH STLI NG
The screen gets blurry every now and then.

HOWARD
Ch, ny God!

He continues his way to Jack and Henry and points to his
ear.

HOMARD
VWhat the hell is this noise?
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JACK
Sir, the Sentinel is back!

HOMNRD
Real | y? Damm. So what happened?

JACK
It may have passed the dense zone
of the electromagnetic field. That
was why we lost it for the last six
nmonths. It's now m dway between us
and the Asteroid Belt. Mst |ikely
the el ectromagnetic field is
t hi nning out, so the Sentinel is
able to send signals. It has picked
up the asteroid.

HOWARD
How big is this devil?

JACK
Five mles long, three mles w de,
two mles thick. Distance to Earth
- thirty-seven mllion five hundred
ei ghty-four thousand mles. Speed -
fifteen mles per second. It wll
hit us in twenty-nine days. It
swns in the sanme el ectromagnetic
field that caught the Sentinel.
That is why the signa
i nterference.

HOWARD
Damm. Wiere is the proxi mate
i npact ?

JACK

It looks like it will hit the
Yucat an Peni nsul a.

The screen changes to an aerial view of the Yucatan
Peni nsul a.

A sinmulation of the inpact of the astroid flashes into the

screen instantly. C ouds of dust and debris cover the whole
North and half of South Anmerica, the Carribean |Islands down
to Brazil, eastern Russian, China, the two Koreans, Taiwan

and Japan.

HOMNRD
What ? That's i npossi bl e.

HENRY
Yes, sir, we've already cal cul ated
the trajectory.

HOWARD
It mght collide with the Sentinel.
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No, sir. We're now in control of
t he space probe. W'll maneuver it

to get closer to the asteroid.

HOMARD
Do we have a nane for this devil?

JACK
Not yet, sir. We're establishing if
it's the 298 Baptistina.

HOWARD

Oh, the famly of dinosaur killer.
JACK

Yes, sir.
HOWARD

Okay, we'll informthe president.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM - DAY

Presi dent HARRY BILTMORE, 55, and the nenbers of the
Security Staff watch Howard on the screen.

Nat i onal

usi ng tel econferencing.
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They are

Howard is seated in front of the big screens inside the

m ssion control, Johnson Space Center. In the b.g.,

asteroid spinning on its axis and WH STLI NG

Nat i onal
Harry.

t he

Security Adviser ALLEN FIELDS, 55, is seated near

HARRY
Director Wi teman, what neasures do
you have in m nd?

HOWARD ( ON SCREEN)
Two options, M. President, sir.
One, we expl ode a nucl ear bonb
inside the core of the asteroid or
on its surface. Two, we ramit wth
an Exo- At nospheric Vehicle to
deflect its path

Harry | ooks at his nen briefly.

HARRY
(to Howard))
Chances of success?

HOWARD ( ON SCREEN)
The nucl ear bonb inside the core is
the nost likely to succeed in
busting the asteroid.
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HARRY
Twenty-ni ne days is not too | ong.
You m ght run out of tinme. Prepare
to i npl enent your plan. The defense
condition now is Fast Pace. DEFCON
2. God bl ess Anerica.

The screen goes bl ank.

Harry turns to his nen.

HARRY
If we fail to destroy the asteroid,
it will be the end of human
civilization.

ALLEN
M. President, shall we inform our
allies, especially the Mexicans?

HARRY
Yes, of course. The world nust know
the tragedy that will followif we
fail.

He stands up and | eaves the room followed by his nen.
EXT. PATHWAY- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Jack and Howard are strolling on the pathway | eading to the
m ssion control.

HOMNRD
The president has given us the go
signal to destroy that asteroid. He
left me the option.

JACK
Sir, if the asteroid is hollow, it
will be easier to place the bonb
inside the core.

HOWARD
But we saw it spinning. How can you
approach that?

JACK
We can ganble our luck that it's
spinning on its axis right where
there's a hole.

HOMNRD
VWhat if it's not?
JACK
We' || give options to the m ssion

specialists where to place the
bonb. But definitely drilling is
out of the question.
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HOWARD
Okay, select the people.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUCUS

Jack and Howard enter the m ssion control and conti nue
wal ki ng abreast with each other.

JACK
Commander John Sl ater and his
cr ewnen.

HOMARD

The Russi an woman and t he Frenchnan
may not join him

JACK
We can ask them If they'll refuse,
we' |l replace themw th our veteran
spacewal kers.
HOMNRD
But they're still in outer space.
JACK

They' re com ng soon.

HOMNRD
Al'l right, contact them now. As
soon as they |and, we take them up
agai n.

JACK
Yes, sir.

Howard exits fromthe control room

The three | arge screens show the asteroid spinning on its
axi s, VH STLI NG

Everyone stares at it transfixed.
JACK

Dam, that |ooks |ike 298

Baptistina. That's the kind that

killed the dinosaurs sixty-five

mllion years ago.

DI SSOLVE TGO

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF SHUTTLE DI SCOVERY - DAY
John is seated on the commander's chair, wearing a hel net
over a snoopy cap. David is to his right, at the pilot's
seat, al so wearing snoopy cap and hel net.
Catherine and Irina are seated behind them also in hel nets.

The shuttle is speeding toward planet Earth, shaking.
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JACK (VO
John, listen to this.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
What's that? Ball ad of Dead Ladi es?

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS
Jack is wearing a headset, as Howard and Henry watch him
He gl ances briefly at them

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, this is serious.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF SHUTTLE DI SCOVERY - CONTI NUQUS
The asteroid continues to WH STLE
| NTERCUT BETWEEN JOHN AND JACK:

JOHN (OVER RADI O
VWhat the hell is that? You're
whistling to me?

JACK (OVER RADI O
No. That's the sound of an asteroid
bound here. It's being picked up by
the Sentinel. W're watching it
ri ght now.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
So the bastard is back? Where did
it go after all these tines?

Jack shrugs his shoul ders.

JACK (OVER RADI O
We presune it was caught by the
power ful el ectromagnetic field
stretching fromMars up to the
m dpoint with Earth form ng sone
kind of a cloud, possibly gaseous.
The asteroid wasn't visible until
it got closer to the Sentinel. The
di stance nowis fifty mles.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
OCh, | see.

JACK (OVER RADI O
The president has authorized the
m ssion to destroy that asteroid.
Director Wiiteman has chosen your
team for the m ssion

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Are you crazy?
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EXT. BORDER CHECK PO NT, KOSOVO- ALBANI A - NI GHT - FLASHBACK

Serbian soldiers are FIRING at the wonen and chi |l dren,
klling them

John lifts the little girl amdst GUNFIRE. She |inps, dead.

The gunship crashes into the open field, exploding in a
FI REBALL.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF ENDEAVOR

John is agitated. Then he SIGHS and | eans hard on his seat.
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Jack | ooks at Howard, disappointed.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, are you listenig to nme?
Renmenber that you're still governed
by mlitary discipline. Coey first
bef ore you conpl ai n.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF ENDEAVOR - CONTI NUOUS
John SI GHS deeply.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
Jack, I"'mnow a civilian.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JOHN AND JACK

JACK (OVER RADI O
| know. But the discipline is stil
in your blood. You can't forsake
t he people of the world. You can't
abandon humanity. You've nowhere to
go anyway. In twenty-nine days,
we'l|l say good-bye to each other
permanently. You can stay in the
space station, but for how | ong?

JOHN (OVER RADI O)

In twenty-nine days, I'll |ose ny
| oved ones. Everybody survives
except my crewand |. It's a

wonder ful world down there, Jack
Let nme enjoy the rest of ny life.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Your conscience will kill you. No.
Fear will grip your heart for the
next twenty-nine days.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Gve ne tine to think
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JACK (OVER RADI O
W're in a hurry, John.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Okay, I'lIl talk to nmy crewren.
They're listening to you, but |
don't know how they feel about it.

John turns to his crew.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
What do you think?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
I"'mw th you, John. This is a
matter of |ife and death

John cranes his neck at the back.

| RINA (OVER RADI O
| wll defy the order of ny
superiors. If they wll penalize
me, | will defect to the United
St at es.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
You're a brave woman, Irina.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
| go where David goes.

I NT. M D-DECK OF SHUTTLE DI SCOVERY - CONTI NUCUS

Adrien, Edward and Eric are seated in the m d-deck. They are
all wearing snoopy caps and hel nets.

ADRI EN ( OVER RADI O)
We Frenchnmen have never abandoned
the United States. If Admral
Laf ayette could sacrifice his life
and fortune sailing across the
Atlantic to hel p General
Washi ngton, why can't | join you?

EDWARD ( OVER RADI O)
That | eaves Eric and | with no
ot her choice. Are we not ashanmed of
Irina and Adrien? But can they give
me alittle tinme to see ny wife?

JOHN (OVER RADI O
They' Il be brought to Cape
Canaveral . Don't worry.

ERI C (OVER RADI O
Al right. If we could stay for six
nonths in outer space, why not for
a few days aboard that asteroid?
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JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Jack, do you hear ne? The deci sion
IS unani nous. We'll go.

JACK (VO
Thank you, John.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Notify our famlies. Tell themto
nmeet us at Cape Canaveral .

JACK (VO
Roger that. No problem

EXT. ABOVE THE ATLANTI C OCEAN - DUSK
The shuttle D scovery enters the atnosphere and heats up.
EXT. OUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid zoonms toward planet Earth at high velocity,
spinning on its axis and WH STLI NG i nside an el ectromagnetic
field of bluish cloud of gas.

Behind it, the Sentinel follows its path.
FADE OUT:
ACT 11
FADE | N:
EXT. NATI ONAL STORAGE SI TE, BOSSI ER BASE - DUSK

A nucl ear transport vehicle rolls out of the nound-Ilike
canouf | aged building and turns toward Barksdale Air Force
Base.

| NT. NUCLEAR TRANSPORT VEHI CLE - CONTI NUQUS

COLONEL M TCHELL SHERMAN, 45, is seated against the wall,

| ooking at the nmetal box containing a B83 gravity bonb. He
is wearing the uniformof the US Air Force. The nucl ear
radi ation sign is painted on the netal box.

Five MEN al so in USAF uni form are seated across from him
all carrying M4 Carbi ne SOPMOD.

M TCHELL
If the atom ¢ bonb were not
i nvent ed, manki nd would be at the
mercy of asteroids and conets. From
bei ng an of fensi ve weapon during
the Cold War, this bonb has found
its useful ness to defend the worl d.
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SERGEANT
You're right, Colonel, sir. From
bei ng a scourge of mankind, nucl ear
weapon is now the savi or of
manki nd.

Mtchell draws out his cigarette and lights it.
EXT. BARKSDALE Al R FORCE BASE - CONTI NUOUS

The Transport Vehicle stops behind a G5 Gal axy parked in
the m ddl e of the ranp.

Mtchell and his nmen get down. He is holding his cigarette.

The vehicle clinbs up the ranp of the plane, followed behind
by Mtchell and his nen.

The ranp cl oses slowy.
The C-5 Galaxy taxis to the runway.
I NT. C-5 GALAXY - CONTI NUOUS

The MASTER LOADER approaches Mtchell and snaps a salute. He
is wearing the uniformof an Airman First C ass.

Mtchell returns the courtesy, his cigarette sandw ched
between the fore and mddle fingers of his |left hand.

MASTER LOADER
Wl come aboard, sir.

M TCHELL
It's a long flight to Cape
Canaveral. Can | snoke?

MASTER LOADER
Yes, sir. This cargo bay is
pressuri zed, but the captain won't
mnd for a man with a very big
m ssi on.

EXT. BARKSDALE Al R FORCE BASE - CONTI NUOUS
The C-5 Gal axy dashes down the runway.

When it has lifted off, it banks to portside toward the
east .

EXT. SHUTTLE RUNWAY- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

The shuttle D scovery approaches the runway fromthe north
and then touches down and stops away fromthe ranp at the
ot her end of the runway.

Thr ee anbul ances converge around it. Crewnen and fire trucks
rush to it.
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John and his crewnen energe out of the door of the shuttle
wear i ng snoopy caps and |iquid-cooling garnents. They board
t he anmbul ances, two in each vehicle. John is alone inside
one anbul ance.

EXT. TITAN Il ROAD- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

The Space Shuttle Endeavour is being rolled out aboard a
Craw er-Transporter toward Launch Pad Conpl ex- 39A.

It is carrying on its back the interstellar vehicle
Explorer, which has two tilt rotors on the delta-shaped
wi ngs and one on the underside of the fuselage. The
spacecraft has the shape of the B-1 bonber.

A powerful floodlight is focused on the main booster tank.
Cars follow it behind, crawing |like snails.

EXT. CAPE CANAVERAL Al R FORCE STATION - N GHT

The C-5 Galaxy carrying Mtchell and his nen approaches the
runway fromthe south-southeast and touches down. It stops
at the end of the runway.

EXT./INT. C5 GALAXY - N CGHT

The Nucl ear Transport Vehicle rolls down the ranp. Mtchel
and his nen follow behind. The Air Force nen carry their
rifles. They board the vehicle and it rolls out of the
runway, escorted by several vehicles.

| NT. ROCKET GARDEN CAFE- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

John enbraces Sandra and then they take a seat across from
each other. She is ecstatic. A waiter arrives to serve them
gl asses of fruit juice. They start to sip at the gl asses.

David and Catherine watch themfrom a di stance at the
faraway table. They are also in civilian clothes.

JOHN
| m ssed you so nuch.

Sandra grins neekly.

SANDRA
| mssed you too. The only thing
giving me relief is ny busy
schedul e at CNN

JOHN

|"ve to be frank with you, Sandra.
SANDRA

VWhat is it?
JOHN

We've a m ssion to bust an
asteroid.
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SANDRA
(suddenly grim
That's too far out into deep space.

JOHN
No human bei ng has yet reached that
depth. We mght not. ..

SANDRA
(interrupting)
You' || come back to ne, John
JOHN
You know what we will do?
SANDRA
No.
JOHN
We' || place a nucl ear bonb inside

the core of the asteroid.

SANDRA
How are you going to detonate it?

JOHN
They said by renote control.

SANDRA
VWhat if it didn't work?

JOHN
We'll do it manually.

SANDRA
Wio will do it?

JOHN
|''mthe m ssion conmander.

SANDRA
Ch, ny God!

She is speechless for a | ong nonent.

JOHN
(teary-eyed)
[l all get killed if I don't do
this. I don't want to repeat the
tragedy of ny nen and the wonen and
chil den during the Kosovo War.

\MI

SANDRA
( sobbi nQ)
There are many spacewal kers asi de
fromyou. Wiy do you' ve to do it?
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JOHN
(teary-eyed)
|"ve accepted the mssion. | can't
back out now.

Sandra gets to her feet, bearing down on him

SANDRA
( sobbi ng)
It's your dammed pride that's
pushi ng you! What will happen to ne
and our children?

John stands up and enbraces her. Then they are face-to-face.

JOHN
(teary-eyed)
You know ne. | never give up a
fight. If the survival of mankind
depends on ne, ['Il gladly give up
ny life...for you and our little
ki ds.

Sandra wi pes off the tears in her face.

SANDRA
(sniffing)
Wiy do you have to do it manual ly?
There are now precision renote
control instrunents.

JOHN
(teary-eyed)
That's just an option. |I'msure the
renote control wll work

SANDRA
(sniffing)
"1l die wondering whether you'l
conme home alive or not.

JOHN
(w ping off her tears)
| promse I'll cone back to you

alive. Take care of little Johnny
and litte Skinny.

SANDRA
(sniffing)
That's breaking nmy heart. | can't
i magi ne seeing them w thout you.

She sobs | ouder and wal ks away. John tries to catch up with
her, but she wal ks faster. He stops and stares at her back.

JOHN
Sandra, |'ll come back.
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She ignores himand continues wal king faster. Tears roll
down her face profusely.

John drops to the nearby chair and cups his head with both
hands. He sobs unashanedly.

David turns to Catheri ne.

DAVI D
Can you do that to nme?

CATHERI NE
That's natural for a nother in her
situation. | don't feel the pain

because you're going with ne.

DAVI D
That's putting the cart before the
horse. You're the one going with
me. That's why you don't feel the
pain of ny |eaving you...forever.

Cat heri ne LAUGHS heartily.

CATHERI NE
It's nice we don't have to say
good- bye to each ot her.

DAVI D
You never know, Cathy. Qut there,
anyt hi ng can happen. Renmenber the
novie "G avity"?

CATHERI NE
| was actually thinking of that
when we were fixing the equi prent.
VWhat kept me from pani cki ng was
Jack and you. |Is he com ng?

DAVI D
Yes.

CATHERI NE
He's a jolly good fell ow.

David sm | es.
EXT. CAPE CANAVERAL Al R FORCE STATION - N GHT

A CQulfstream |V bearing the decal of NASA | ands on the
runway. It halts at the end and taxis to the ranp.

Dressed in NASA uniform Jack energes fromthe door and

wal ks down the short flight of steps. He clinbs aboard a
wai ti ng NASA vehicle. The car rolls off in the direction of
t he Vehicle Assenbly Buil di ng.



40.
EXT. ROCKET GARDEN- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT
David and Catherine are strolling around the conpl ex.

DAVI D
It's a beautiful night, Cathy.

CATHERI NE
| wish what you said to ne outside
the I'SS cane true. But it was not
to be your |ast peeks on pl anet
Eart h.

They stop and face each ot her.

DAVI D
You can never predict the future.
Not a few seconds. But | can't
sleep with the threat of an
asteroid like the sword of Danocl es
hangi ng over ny head.

CATHERI NE
| can't inmagine you walking in
space w thout ne.

DAVI D

We' Il wal k together again.
CATHERI NE

We'l|l have to postpone our weddi ng.
DAVI D

John can sol emmi ze our marriage on
the asteroid. Don't you think
that's wonderful? No one w ||
duplicate that.

Cat herine snm | es.

CATHERI NE
Do we have tine to secure a
marriage |icense?

DAVI D
Yes. W can send soneone to get us
one at Titusville or Cocoa.

CATHERI NE
That's not a bad idea.

EXT. ROCKET GARDEN CAFE- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Irina dials her phone as she wal ks toward a vacant table.
She is in casual attire.
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| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
Director Sukhov, this is Col onel
Leonova. Irina Leonova.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM RUSSI AN SPACE AGENCY - CONTI NUOUS

Director VLADIM R SUKHOV, 55, is holding a phone to his
i ps, wal king about the floor in front of conputer consol es.
He is clad in dark suit.

VLADI M R
(Russi an, subtitled)
Yes, what can | do for you?

| NTERCUT BETWEEN | RI NA AND VLADI M R

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
| have to defer ny return flight.

VLADI M R
(Rusi an, subtitled)
Way? Your tinme is up.

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
We have anot her m ssion.

VLADI M R
(Russi an, subtitled)
M ssion? Damm, your mssion is
over.

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
The Americans are going to bust an
asteroid. They'll send our team

VLADI M R
(Russi an, subtitled)
That is a stupid idea. There is no
asteroid out there threatening
Eart h.

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
We are way behind the Anericans in
terns of technol ogy.

VLADI M R
(Russi an, subtitled)
That is treasonous, Col onel
Leonova.

EXT. ROCKET GARDEN CAFE- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

I rina pokes one key to cut the conversation. She takes her
seat .
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Adrien joins her at the table. He is in casual attire.

ADRI EN
You cal | ed honme?

| RI NA
| talked with Director Sukhov of
t he Russi an Space Agency. He wants

me to go hone. | pissed himoff.
ADRI EN
What will you do when you return
honme?
| RI NA

| may not think of com ng honme. You
can hide ne in Paris.

ADRI EN
Yes, we grant asylumto political
di ssenters.
Jack appears fromthe side.
Adrien sees himcom ng.

JACK
VWhere's Davi d?

Adrien points to the Rocket Garden.

ADRI EN
Over there. He's with Catheri ne.

JACK
See you | ater, guys.

He hastens to the Rocket Garden.
EXT. ROCKET GARDEN- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

Jack wal ks toward David and Cat herine, who are standing face
to face.

JACK
David and CGoliath, welconme back to
Eart h!
David and Catherine turn to him
DAVI D
Jack of all trades, see you on the
ast eroi d!
They run to each other and hug tightly.

Catherine | ooks at themin awe.
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DAVI D
| told Catherine you' re com ng.

He beckons her to come closer. Catherine wal ks to them

CATHERI NE
(to Jack)
Thank you for the flowers. | really

t hought you were j oking.

JACK
| had to convince the people here
to accomodate ny request.

DAVI D

Can you get us a marriage |icense?
JACK

Wy ?
DAVI D

This is a big surprise for John.
EXT. ROCKET GARDEN CAFE- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

Adrien stands up and | eaves behind Irina at the table. H's
nobi | e phone RINGS. He draws out his phone and |listens. He
conti nues wal ki ng out of the restaurant.

ADRI EN
(German, subtitled)
Yes?

| NT. ESA M SSI ON CONTROL, DARMSTADT, GERMANY - CONTI NUOUS

JOHANN W LBERT, 55, is holding a phone to his ear, |oo0king
at the wide nonitors set against the wall. He paces about
the fl oor.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
Col onel, the Anmericans are out of
their m nds.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN ADRI EN AND JOHANN

ADRI EN
(German, subtitled)
What do you nean, Director?

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
We checked our tel escopes, and
there is no asteroid out there
threatening the world. The Senti nel
i S gone berserk.
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ADRI EN
(German, subtitled)
| believe the Anericans.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
You will get killed. The Expl orer
has not been tested for worthiness
in deep space flight.

ADRI EN
(German, subtitled)
well, we will doit. It will land

safely on the asteroid and then
bring us back to Earth. W are far
behind, Director WI bert.

Edward and his w fe, MADONNA CARPENTER, 30, wal k toward
Adrien. They stop before himas he pockets back his phone.

EDWARD
Adrien, nmeet ny w fe, Mdonna.
ADRI EN
The singer?
Edward LAUGHS.
EDWARD

No, but they | ook |ike each other,
that's why the nanesake. But her
full name is Madonna Car penter

Adri en shakes hands with Madonna.

ADRI EN
Ni ce neeting you, Madonna. My wife
will be glad to neet you too.

MADONNA
If you didn't agree to fly to that
asteroid, we actually had a plan to
visit Paris.

ADRI EN
W will see you there upon our
return.

MADONNA

Aren't you afraid?

ADRI EN
We have been used to wal king in
space. Spacewal kers are different
breed of human beings. W sai
uncharted sees; we trek unmapped
| ands; we fly across the Universe.

Adrien continues his way.
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The coupl e face each ot her.

MADONNA
(teary-eyed)
|"mafraid you' Il not return

EDWARD
(teary-eyed)
Leave that to destiny.
EXT. NASA CAUSEWAY BRI DGE, CAPE CANAVERAL - NI GHT

A Eric's car is speeding toward the Vehicle Assenbly
Bui | di ng.

INT. ERIC S CAR - NI GHT

Eric is holding a phone to his lips, behind the wheel. He is
driving fast.

In the b.g., we can see the Vehicle Assenbly Buil ding.

ERI C
Honey, why didn't you cone here?

| NT. DI ANA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Diana is |lying prone on the bed with a handsome man. He is
fondl i ng her back.

DI ANA
' m busy wth ny work.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN ERI C AND DI ANA

ERI C
You know where we're goi ng?

DI ANA
Space. You stare at the dark.
Anyt hi ng new?

ERI C
We' || bust an asteroid threatening
pl anet Earth.

DI ANA
Oh, that's great. You'll have one
kiss fromme if you'll return hone
alive.

ERI C

That's not a good j oke, Di ana.

DI ANA
Good bye, Eric.

ERI C
Bi t ch!



46.
EXT. QUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid streaks towards planet Earth at top speed,
spinning on its axis and WH STLI NG i nside an el ectromagnetic
field of bluish cloud of gas, trailed behind by the
Sent i nel .

I NT. M SSI ON CONTRCL- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack and the team of John are seated around a tabl e behind
t he conputer consoles together wwth Mtchell

M TCHELL
The B83 bonb is now aboard the
Explorer. 1.2 negatons. The renote
control is secured by a conbination
| ock system It requires two
persons to armit, just like in a
submari ne.

JOHN
David w Il take the other key.

Mtchell takes two cards from his breast pocket. He gives
each one to John and Davi d.

M TCHELL
Scratch that card and you'll find
t he nunber sequence. It's a
one-tinme shot. So be careful when
you i nput the nunbers.

JACK
John, you nust be able to detonate
the bonb at an altitude of fifty
t housand mles or higher. The
asteroid will be shattered to
pi eces and they' |l be thrown in al
directions. You can't return back
to Earth because the shower of
nmeteorites will catch up with you
The asteroid is flying at a speed
of fifteen mles per second. You' ve
to escape in the opposite

di rection.
JOHN
Were will we neet the asteroid?
JACK
I f you can achieve its speed,
you' |l nmeet m dway inside the

el ectromagnetic field. W' ve
installed a powerful conmunication
system aboard the Explorer as a
backup in case your radio fail ed.
This equipnment will link you to the
Sentinel. It's nowfifty mles away
fromthe asteroid.



| RI NA
Do you have a nanme for this
asteroi d?

JACK
It belongs to the famly of
Baptistina, and we're trying to
check if it's 298 Bapti stina.

| RI NA
That is the one that elimnated the
di nosaurs.

JACK

Yes, that's right. This mght be a
sister of the dinosaur killer.

ADRI EN
Were is the expected inpact?

JACK
Yucat an Peni nsul a, ©Mexi co.

ADRI EN
You are kidding, Dr. Chanbers. That
is the site of the first inpact. Do
you think asteroids are |like
t yphoons? No, they do not follow
the sane paths. They fall to Earth
random y

JACK
W' ve cal culated the trajectory and
the rotation of the Earth, and
we're certain it wll hit the
Yucat an Peni nsul a.

John and his team exchange gl ances.

JACK
(conti nui ng)
W' ve established based on
telenetry and sonar inmaging sent by
the Sentinel that the asteroid is
hol | ow i nside and has two openi ngs,
that's why the whistling sound.

CATHERI NE
How can it produce sound when
there's no air out there?

Jack shakes his head in resignation.

JACK
That remains a nystery to us. But
we can guess the sound isn't
produced by air, but by radi o waves
created by the el ectromagnetic

( MORE)
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JACK (cont'd)
field. The sound can't be heard by
t he human ear, but the powerful
Doppl er instrunment aboard the
Sentinel can pick up all sounds and
anbi ent noi ses out there.

JOHN
How wi de are the openi ngs?

JACK
Very wi de. The dianeter is one
hundred feet.

JOHN
Col onel, how big is the bonb?

M TCHELL
Twel ve feet |ong, eighteen inches
in dianmeter. It weighs nore than
one thousand kilos. It's
transportable by two persons in a
wei ghtl ess environnent .

Jack stands up and wal ks to the front. John, David and
Mtchell follow him

JACK
John, we've got the cut-away view
of the asteroid using echo sounding
and telenetry. Look at this.

The | arge screen flashes a cut-away view of the asteroid. It
shows a very w de cavern inside connected to the outside by
two canals, one horizontal and one vertical.

They stop away fromthe screen.

JACK
Fortunately, the vertical hole is
|l ocated on its axis. That's the
shorter route to the cavern inside.
You hover over the surface and then
drop into the hole. The bonb has to
float inside the hole.

JOHN
Are you sure there's no living
creature inside that cavern?

JACK
You still renmenber the novie
"Alien"?

JOHN

Just to be prepared for the
encount er.
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JACK
No, there's no alien there.

JOHN
Al right, all systens go.

He shakes hands with Jack and Mtchell.
Mtchell pulls himto the side away from his group

M TCHELL
(whi speri ng)
There are guns inside the | ocker
| ocated aft. Five M4 carbines
SOPMOD pl us ammuni tion. The nunber
conmbination is your first name.

JOHN
(whi speri ng)
Way did you bot her?

Mtchell shields his nouth with his palm

M TCHELL
(whi speri ng)
We suspect the Russian woman is a
spy. She used to work at the KGB
now Federal Security Service. She
coul d sabotage the m ssion.

John shoots a furtive glance at Irina.

JOHN
(whi speri ng)
Damm. W don't need those guns.

John and his crewnen | eave the m ssion control room after
shaki ng hands with Jack and Mtchell.

EXT. LAUNCH PAD 39A- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - DAY

John and his crewnen wal k abreast across the pavenent of the
| aunch pad toward the launch rail of the spacecraft.

EXT. LAUNCH PAD 39A- KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

The space shuttle Endeavor hurtles into the sky, carrying
t he Explorer on its back, BLASTING snoke, funme and gas.

EXT. VAB COMPLEX, KENNEDY SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS
Peopl e around the VAB conpl ex CHEER as they watch the
shuttle soars to the sky am dst a cloud of snoke, gas and
fune.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF ENDEAVOR - CONTI NUOUS

Wearing an astronaut's EMJ spacesuit, John is seated on the
commander's seat, while David is to his right, also clad in
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astronaut's EMU suit.

Behind them Catherine and Irina are strapped around their
seats, both clad in astronaut's suit.

They exchange gl ances, anxiety covering their faces.

The shuttle shakes as it clinbs up to the sky, producing a
RUMBLI NG NO SE.

| NT. M D-DECK OF ENDEAVOR - CONTI NUOUS

Clad in astronaut's suits, Eric, Edward, and Adrien are
strapped to their seats, shaking as the shuttle hurtles up
to the sky.

They close their eyes, gritting their teeth tightly.

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Jack picks up the phone and dials the nunbers.

JACK

Sandra, you husband is a brave man.
SANDRA (VO

You sent himto his graveyard.
JACK

Thi nk positive. Now, |I'll send you

the detail of the mssion. This is
a scoop of a lifetine.

SANDRA (VO
Thank you, Jack.

I NT. WALTER S OFFI CE - DAY

Seat ed behind his desk, Walter is watching CNN. The inset
shows the asteroid spinning on its axis VH STLI NG

SANDRA (ON TV)
The threat of the asteroid 277
Bapti stina cannot be ignored. The
United States has sent a mssion to
try to destroy the asteroid. Wth a
length of five mles, wdth of
three mles, breadth of two mles,
the asteroid can anni hil ate
manki nd.

Walter sips at his glass of steam ng coffee.

SANDRA (ON TV)
(conti nui ng)
The European Space Agency has
estimated that the inpact of a
five-kilonmeter asteroid wll
( MORE)
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SANDRA (ON TV) (cont'd)
rel ease an estimated energy of ten
mllion megatons of TNT. It wll
produce a crater of one hundred
kiloneters, and will cause the
death of billions of people, and
gl obal climte change.

The inset changes to the imge of the Sentinel shrouded
inside the dark el ectromagentic field.

SANDRA (ON TV)
(conti nui ng)

The asteroid is reportedly caught
in a powerful electromagnetic field
that interferes with conmuni cation
But the Sentinel is able to get a
cl oser view of the asteroid, thanks
to the marvel of science.

Wal ter stands up and wal ks to the phone. He dials the
nunbers.

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS
Jack picks up the phone atop his table.

In the b.g., the wi de screen shows the Endeavor and the
Explorer hurtling up to the sky.

JACK
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JACK AND WALTER:

WALTER
Dr. Chanbers, this is Professor
Pul l man. Walter Pull man. Caltech.
Jet Propul sion Laboratory.

JACK
Oh, yes, sir, | remenber you. It's
been a long tine. | didn't
recogni ze your voice. What can | do
for you?

WALTER

"' mjust being curious because CNN
reported that the asteroid is
caught in a powerful

el ectromagnetic field.

JACK
Yes, that's right.

WALTER
But the European Space Agency has
deni ed sighting the asteroid.
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JACK
The Sentinel has taken a visual
i mge of the asteroid. It's now
fifty mles away fromthe asteroid.

WALTER
|'mfantasizing if this
el ectromagnetic field could serve
as sone kind of a time machi ne.

JACK
What do you nmean?

WALTER
The Sentinel is retrieving data
recorded inside the el ectromagnetic
field.

Jack LAUGHS heartily.

JACK
Sir, that's in the real mof science
fiction and fantasy filns. Maybe
the el ectromagnetic field is
shielding the asteroid from vi sua
det ecti on.

WALTER
| hope you'll have the | ast |augh.

EXT. MEXICO CTY - DAY
There is chaos everywhere.

Peopl e take to the streets their bel ongings and race to
board vehicles of all kinds.

EXT. LOS ANGELES - DAY

There is panic in the streets as people hoard foods and
ot her suppli es.

Vandal s ransack stores and shops. They carry placards that
read: "End of the World", "Doonsday!", "Nostradamus!",
"Wl conme asteroid!", "Death to tyrants!", "Di nosaur killer!"

EXT. PARI S - DAY

Peopl e sei ze everything their hands can lay on. There is

wi despread rioting. Anarchists battle policenen wth nol ot ov
bonbs and tear gas.

EXT. TOKYO - N GHT

People set fire to cars and buses. Looters ransack stores
and war ehouses.

MONTAGE:
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1. Religious people go and pray inside places of worship:
churches, nobsques, synagogues, tenples all over the world.

2. Mlitary tanks, arnored carriers, aircraft and ships are
nmobi li zed to quel |l disturbances.

3. People dig bunkers all over the state capitals of the
wor | d.

EXT. OQUTER SPACE

The shuttl e Endeavor carrying the Explorer on its back
continues to soar to outer space until it reaches a | ow
| evel orbit. Then it levels off.

Slowy it approaches the International Space Station.

Two spacewal kers enmerge fromthe |ISS. They are noving toward
t he Endeavor.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF ENDEAVOR

John | ooks out the window to his |left and sees the sun
shining bright.

He flips the switches and pushes the buttons.
JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Ladies and gentlenmen, it's tine to
rock and roll.

He renoves the seat belt around his body and floats into the
air.

David follows him while Catherine and Irina also float
ahead of themtoward the aft control panels.

John clinbs down the | adder to the m d-deck, followed by
Davi d.

I NT. M D-DECK OF ENDEAVOR

Eric, Edward, and Adrien are waiting for John to enmerge from
the flight deck above.

John steps down fromthe last rung of the |adder, | ooking at
Eric, Edwi n, and Adrien. He gives themthe signal to go.

David al so energes fromthe | adder and follows John to the
airlock. John unlocks it by spinning the pivot.

Led by John, the five men craw through the hole. Catherine
and Irina follow t hem behi nd.

EXT. /I NT. CARGO BAY

John takes the Manned Maneuvering Unit (MWJ) and dons it,
foll owed by his crewren.
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John wal ks to the docking port and unl ocks the hatch and
pushes it open.

He hooks hinself to a tether hanging by the door.

Then he wal ks out and clings on the edge of the door. He
clinbs up the side of the cargo bay toward the Explorer
taking the grips.

EXT. SPACECRAFT EXPLORER

John reaches the portside of the Explorer. He sees the two
spacewal kers fromthe I'SS and waves at them They give hima
t hunbs-up sign

H s crewren follow himfrom behind, Irina and Cat heri ne
first before David, Eric, Edward and Adrien. They are al

t et her ed.

John opens the door |ocated m dway of the fusel age and
clinbs onboard.

H's crewren follow him

| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER

John renoves his MMJ and | eaves it behind in the cabin.

He swns to the flight deck, followed by David.

Catherine, Irina, Eric, Edward and Adrien stay behind in the
Fg?;?édﬁhere sensor suites and instrunent panels are

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John flips the swtches and pushes buttons. David al so
straps hinself and grabs the joystick.

EXT. SHUTTLE ENDEAVOR/ EXPLORER

Using its tilt rotors | ocated on both w ngspans and
underbel ly, the Explorer lifts off the back of the Endeavor.

The tilt rotors shut down and the rear engines blaze as the
spacecraft shoots off into the sunny space.

The two spacewal kers fromthe ISS enters the Endeavor.

The space shuttle docks on into the |ISS.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John slowy pushes the throttle and | ooks sideways to Davi d.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
John, we still have a lot of tine.
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JOHN ( OVER RADI O
The instruction is for us to
achieve a speed of fifteen mles
per second.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Thi s spacecraft m ght disintegrate.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
| trust the craftsmanship of our
people. Al right, full throttle.

He pushes the throttle to its maxi num | evel.

The odoneter registers the figures 15 m | es/sec.
EXT. DEEP SPACE

The Explorer flies at a top speed.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John peers at the conputer nonitor showi ng the | ocation of
the asteroid just away from Pl anet Mars.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Houston, we're right on course.
Speed: fifteen mles per second.

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY
The m ssion specialists burst into | oud APPLAUSE.
Wearing a headset, Jack breaks into a wide smle.
JACK
Expl orer, you've broken al
records. Congratul ations. Happy New
Year .

JOHN (VO
Thank you, Houston.

Henry shakes hands with Jack. Debbie pats himon the back.
HENRY
The fate of the world is nowin the
hands of John and his spacewal kers.

JACK
God bl ess Ameri ca.

Henry and Debbie return back to their seats.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER

Eric, Edward and Adrien are asleep, floating on the floor.



Catherine is browsing the Internet.
Irina watches the radar screen.

| R NA (OVER RADI O
(Russi an, subtitled)
Commander Slater, |'ve got a
situation here.

JOHN (VO
(Russi an, subtitled)
What is it?

| RI NA (OVER RADI O
(Russi an, subtitled)
A dark field lies ahead, five
hundred thousand m | es away.

JOHN (VO
(Russi an, subtitled)
That m ght be an el ectromagnetic
field, because there's no
at nosphere there carrying air.

| R NA (OVER RADI O
(Russi an, subtitled)
VWhat are we going to do?

JOHN (VO
(Russi an, subtitled)
We' [l fight our way through.
There's no way to skirt around it.
We m ght get off course. W've to
keep within range of the Sentinel.

| RINA (OVER RADI O
(Russi an, subtitled)
Roger that, Commander.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
What did you say?

| RINA (OVER RADI O
There's danger ahead. | inforned
t he conmander

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Way did you have to speak in
Russi an?

| RINA (OVER RADI O
| was trying to rehearse Commander
Sl ater on his Russian | anguage.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Can you teach ne?
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| RINA (OVER RADI O
Yeah, sure. But |'l|l take a rest
first.

Irina Ie aves the chair and renoves her spacesuit. She is now
clad in liquid-cooling garment. Then she stretches her body,
floating in the air. She falls asleep.

EXT. DEEP SPACE
The Explorer hurtles across the outer space.

In the b.g., planet Earth is quickly receding fromview,
getting smaller and smaller.

EXT. DEEP SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid continues to streak toward planet Earth at top
speed, spinning on its axis and WHI STLI NG i nsi de an

el ectromagnetic field of bluish cloud of gas, trailed by the
Sent i nel .

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John and David are |eaning on their seats, w thout hel nets
and snoopy caps.

JOHN
Way didn't you get married?

DAVI D
Actually, Catherine and | are
pl anning to get marri ed.

JOHN
That's fine.

DAVI D
Soon.

JOHN
How soon?

DAVI D
"1l tell you later. Just be
pr epar ed.

JOHN
What ?

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. CABIN OF EXPLORER

I rina wakes up. She rubs her eyes and | ooks at Catheri ne,
who i s waking up al so.

Eric, Edward, and Adrien are is the rear section, stirring
their glasses of steam ng coffee.



CATHERI NE

VWhat tinme is it?
| RI NA

Twel ve hundred hours GWI.
CATHERI NE

Fifteen days is a long wait.
| RI NA

You'll learn many Russi an words.
CATHERI NE

How s life in the former Soviet
Uni on?

| RI NA
It depends on where you were. |f
you're part of the system the
systemworked. If you're in the
opposition, the systemwas fucked

up.

CATHERI NE
Were were you?

| RI NA
| was part of the system but |
switched side at the last. That's
why | retained ny position at the
Federal Security Service before |
j oi ned the Russian Space Agency.

Eric and Edward join them

ADRI EN
Gor bachev was a good nman.

EDWARD
| call himtraitor, because he
admtted that his mssion was to
i qui date Conmmmuni smin the Sovi et
Union. He was part of the system
that he destroyed. He shoul d have
exited before he started his
denolition job.

ADRI EN
He coul d not have done it fromthe
outside. He'd to work inside the
systemt o guarant ee success.

| RI NA
| usually shy away frompolitica
di scussi ons.

ERI C
Do you have a boyfriend?
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| RI NA
(hesi tating)
No. | didn't have tinme to find a
good man.

ERI C
Oh, that's just terrific.

John enters the cabin.
JOHN

(Russi an, subtitled)
Bewar e of these nen.

| ri na LAUGHS.

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)

They' d better watch thenselves. In

the former KGB, we practiced
martial arts.

JOHN
(Russi an, subtitled)
| know.
EDWARD
VWhat the hell are you talking
about ?
JOHN
| told Irina you are not pl ayboys.
EDWARD
(1 aughi ng)
That ' s good.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

The Expl orer approaches a dark cloud of gas.
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DI SSCLVE TO

Li ght ni ng

fl ashes. The cloud of gas spins around in a whirlw nd.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

Wearing his hel net and snoopy cap, John |ooks at David, who

is al so wearing hel met and snoopy cap.

In the b.g., lightning flashes are seen through the w ndows.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Damm, they didn't tell us this is
t he appearance of the
el ectromagnetic field.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
They didn't want to scare us. But
we' ve no choi ce now.
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JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Hol d the joysti ck.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

The Expl orer plunges into the dark and spins around on its
| ongi tudi nal axi s.

| NT. FLI GHAT DECK

The spacecraft rattles and shakes as it spins on its
| ongi tudi nal axi s.

John and David hang on to the joysticks.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
Houston, we're in troubl e!

JACK (VO
What's goi ng on?

JOHN (OVER RADI O
We've hit the el ectromagnetic
field!

JACK (VO
Son of a bitch!

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Cabin crew, hold on! This is going
to be a rollercoaster ride!

The spacecraft spins faster.
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER

Catherine, Irina, Eric, Edward and Adrien hang tightly on
t he conputer consoles as the spacecraft spins around on its
| ongi tudi nal axi s.

They swi ng around cl ockw se.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Damm, David, this spacecraft wll
di si nt egrat e!

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Just hold on! We'll survive!

ADRI EN ( OVER RADI O)
| should have listened to Director
W bert!

| RINA (OVER RADI O
D rector Sukhov was right. There's
no asteroid out there!

ERI C (OVER RADI O)
| didn't listen to ny girlfriend!
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JOHN (VO
Dam! You all shut up!

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John and David cling onto the joysticks as the spacecraft
spins on its |longitudinal axis.

JACK (VO
John, are you all right?

JOHN (OVER RADI O

Yeah, damm, this is fucking

terrible!
EXT. DEEP SPACE
The el ectromagnetic field instantly disappears.
The Expl orer stops spinning and | evels off.
In the b.g., planet Mars.
| NT. CABIN OF EXPLORER

The crewnen breathe a SIGH of relief as they take their
seats in front of the conputer consol es.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John and David gl ance at each other as they breathe a SIGH
of relief.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
VWhere the hell are we now?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
We're very close. Five thousand
mles to the target. Let's slow
down.

John pulls the throttle slowy.

He | ooks at the conputer nonitor and sees the asteroid
spinning on its axis.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Damm. We're al nost there.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

The Expl orer approaches the asteroid slowmy. It sw ngs
around into the path of the asteroid, facing Earth.

The rear engines shut down and the tilt rotors on the w ngs
and underbelly rev.

The spacecraft waits for the asteroid to cone nearer and
nearer. The tilt rotors shuts down and the rear engines
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spark the instant the asteroid cones fifty feet underneath
The spacecraft and the asteroid now fly at the same speed.

In the b.g., the sun shines bright on the spacecraft and the
ast eroi d.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John flips the switches and pushes the buttons of the
controls, as David | ooks out the w ndow.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
You stay behind. Keep the joystick.
| f anyt hi ng happens down there, you
| eave i nmedi ately.

Davi d scratches his hel net.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Damm. Catherine and | are supposed
to get married at the asteroid.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Oh, what a funny idea. Al right,
you and I will go. Eric and Edward
wi |l take charge. Catherine, Irina
and Adrien will take care of the
caneras and video. W'll not pass
this way again.

They unbuckle their seat belts and swmtoward the cabin.
John | eads the way, followed behind by David.
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS

John and David energe fromthe flight deck and join the
crewren. They don their MVU.

JOHN (OVER RADI O)
Eric and Edward, take care of the
flight deck. |If anything happens
down there, you go. Dead nen tel
no tales.

ERI C (OVER RADI O
Yes, Conmmander .

The rest of the crewnren don their MVU.

John and David swmto the matte netal box lying on the aft
section of the cabin. John fingers the conbination | ock and
l[ifts up the lid. The bonb lies on the bottom John and
David Iift it out of the box and carry it to the door. It
floats aimessly. John unl ocks the door and | ooks outside.
It is all dark, the sun on the opposite side.
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They hook thenselves to the retractable tethers hangi ng on
the ceiling above the upper door janb.

They see the asteroid spinning on its axis, VH STLI NG

John gestures David to nove on. He pulls the bonb while
David pushes it. They use the thrusters of the MMJ. John
points down to David the hole of the asteroid. David gives a
t hunbs-up sign and continues pushing the bonb.

Catherine, Irina, and Adrien also hook thenselves to the
tethers and follow them using the thrusters of the MV

EXT. SURFACE OF ASTERO D

Slow y, John and David | and over the surface of the asteroid
near the hole, carrying the bonb. They use the thrusters to
nove up and down and sideways. Adrien, Catherine and Irina

are taking video and pictures of themfromdifferent points.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack and Henry together with the others watch anxiously John
and his team wal k over the surface of the asteroid.

I NT. ESA M SSI ON CONTROL, DARMSTADT, GERMANY - NI GHT

Johann wat ches the TV screen show ng John and his team on
the surface of the asteroid, dragging the bonb toward the
hol e.

Chi ef M ssion specialist R KERT STEFAN, 30, is standing
besi de him

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
Damm, it's real! But why we didn't
see it through the tel escope?

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
Maybe they're followi ng a script.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
Script? What do you nmean?

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
You know what people in Hollywood
can do.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
That is bullshit! NASA wll never
ruin its nanme. You know what nedi a
hype this asteroid has generated?
Peopl e are scared. They are getting
crazy. Now you say this is bogus?
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MONTAGE:

Peopl e t hroughout the world watch CNN and ot her TV networks
broadcast the spacewal kers goi ng about the asteroid. They
are transfi xed.

EXT. SURFACE OF ASTERO D

John and David reach the m ddle of the hole dragging the
bonmb, as the asteroid spins on its axis, VWH STLING He
gestures David to push the bonb down through the nouth of
the hole. They drop inside using the thrusters on the M.
The tethers stretch as they continue to fall inside the
hol e. The depth of the hole is one thousand feet. It is
pitch dark inside. They use powerful headlights.

They enter the cavern and | eave the bonb in the mddle. They
never touch the wall or bottom Waiter splashes on them
There is a small | agoon at the bottom of the cavern. The
spinning of the asteroid creates an image of a whirlw nd

i nsi de.

Cat herine, Adrien and Irina are taking pictures and video of
t hem from above the edge of the nouth of the hole.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
David, there's water here.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
That's the theory of the origin of
life on Earth. Asteroids and conets
carried water to the planet after
it had started to cool down. The
wat er then forned cl ouds which fel
as rain.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
If we'd brought a cup, it would be
nice to taste this water before it
turns into vapor.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
I f you can hold your breath for a
m nute, you can try the taste. This
is nost likely distilled water.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Never m nd. So what's next?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
| brought with ne our wedding
i cense.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
You' re dammed crazy, David. You
beat ne. Come' let's do it for
menori es sake.
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Using the MW s thrusters, they rise up through the hole as
the tethers retract, pulling them upward.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Irina and Adrien, you will w tness
t he weddi ng of David and Cat heri ne.

| RI NA (OVER RADI O
Damm. This is just fantastic.

ADRI EN ( OVER RADI O)
You'll make it to the Gui nness Book
of Wrld Records.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
That's the beauty of thinking big.
The world is now wat ching us.

Once out of the hole, John gestures David and Catherine to
conme closer to him David holds Catherine by the waist.

Irina and Adrien focus the canera and video to the couple.
JOHN ( OVER RADI O

By virtue of the authority vested
in me by the laws of the United

States of Anerica, | now pronounce
you husband and wife.
(beat)

Davi d, do you accept Catherine as
your lawful wife for good or bad,
i n happi ness and adversity, till
death do you part?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O)
| do.

Adrien and Irina keep on taking pictures and video. John
faces Catheri ne.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Cat heri ne, do you accept David as
your | awful husband, for good or
bad, in happiness and adversity,
till death do you part?

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Yes, | do.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Davi d, you may now ki ss the bride,
or you can do it later aboard the
Expl orer.

Adrien and Irina set the video and canera and do a selfie
together with the trio. Lights flash
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I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Wat ching the big screen show ng the weddi ng, Jack and the
ot her m ssion specialists burst into a | oud APPLAUSE.

Howard smles and slowy claps his hands.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Congratul ati ons, David. You' ve nade
your dream cone true in a unique
way.

DAVI D (VO
Thank you, Jack.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Don't forget the tine.

JOHN (VO
Don't worry, Jack. This goddamm
asteroid is a goner.
MONTACE:

People all over the world clap their hands as they watch the
weddi ng cerenony on CNN and ot her TV networks.

EXT. SURFACE OF ASTERAO D
Using their MMJs' thrusters, the team noves back to the

Explorer as the tethers retract. The first to |leave is
Cat herine, followed by Irina, and then Adrien.

John and David |ift off together.
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER

John shuts back the door and renoves his hel met and gl oves.
The rest of the crew does |ikew se.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Davi d, you may now ki ss the bride.

Irina and Adrien LAUGH as they clap their hands.
Davi d approaches Cat heri ne and ki sses her on the |ips.
John, Irina and Adrien CLAP their hands vigorously.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Let's toast to that.

He wal ks to a refrigerator at a corner and takes out a
bottle of wine. Next he picks up a glass and joins his
group. Tney toast. Eric and Edward energe fromthe cockpit
and join the group. John pours each of them a drink.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
kay, let's get down to business.
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He takes out the card fromhis pocket and scratches the thin
fil mover the nunber sequence. David does |ikew se.

They both walk to the netal box. They renove the renote
control and John fingers the conmputerized | ock conmbi nation
Then he opens it and sees --

TWO NUMBER SEQUENCES on both ends, fromone to nine, forned
in a square |ike an ordinary cal cul ator

John and David start to finger the keys.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Nine...five...eight...three...one..
.two. .. six.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Three...Two...nine...four...seven..
.Five...eight.

The digital counter in the mddle reads: ARVED

The red button beside it glows. John and David exchange
gl ances.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Houston, the bonb is arned.

JACK (VO
Very good. Now, the safe distance
fromthe epicenter is fifty mles.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Roger that, Houston.

John catches his hel net and gl oves which are floating and
wear them quickly. David and Catherine do |ikew se. John and
David swmto the flight deck

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

John takes his seat as David does |ikew se. They strap

t hensel ves around with the seat belts. They hurriedly flip
swi tches and buttons.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Cabin crew, prepare for takeoff.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

The Expl orer shoots away fromthe asteroid and sw ngs around
in the direction of planet Mars.

A dark cloud | oons ahead. It is spinning in a whirlw nd,
sending lightning flashes frequently.
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| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER

As the Explorer shoots at top speed, John sees the dark
cloud. Then lightning flashes.

The spacecraft spins on its longitudinal axis violently.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
Houston, we're in trouble again.
It's the dam el ectromagnetic
field! It's very violent this tine.
Mayday! Mayday!

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack and the other m ssion specialist get to their feet in
anxiety as they watch the spacecraft spins on its
| ongi tudi nal axi s.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

Suddenly the screens turn bl ank.

JACK (OVER RADI O
(frantic)
Expl orer, do you read ne!

The m ssion specialists | ook at hi manxiously.

JACK (OVER RADI O
(conti nui ng)
John, do you read ne! John, do you

copy!
Stunned, Jack | ooks at his coll eagues.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Damm, we | ost the spacecraft!

EXT. OVER THE GULF OF MEXI CO - N GHT - FLASHBACK

The Explorer norphs instantly over the @Qulf of Mexico at
hi gher altitude. Then it stops spinning and | evels off.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - N GHT - FLASHBACK
Shaken, John | ooks at David, who is also stricken.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Damm, where are we?

Davi d | ooks at the instrunment panel.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
| don't know...|l guess we're
falling to Earth! Look at the
altinmeter! Fifty thousand feet!
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JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Oh, ny God! What happened?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
The el ectromagnetic field has
thrown us away in the w ong
di rection. The coordi nates say
we're over the @ulf of Mexico.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Houst on, do you read ne!

JACK (VO
Damm, what happened to you?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Dam, we're falling dowmn to Earth!
Emer gency | andi ng!

JACK (VO
Oh, ny God! Where are you?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
W're over the @l f of Mexicol

JACK (VO

Okay, just hold on. W'll clear the
Houst on- Hobby | nternati onal .

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Roger that, Houston.

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - NI GHT - FLASHBACK

A multitude of giant fireflies line the flat grassland
formng two rows away from each other about two mles |ong.

Everywhere, the fireflies dot the open | andscape. It is |ike
an urban area, nore or |less the nunber of lights in Houston.

EXT. HOUSTON- HOBBY | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - NI GHT

The pl anes taxiing down the ranps stop. The runway i s now
clear of aircraft. Fire trucks BLAST their sirens. G ound
crewren |line the sides of the runway.

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack is standing in front of the w de screen, |ooking
anxiously at the dark. He is wearing a headset.

The m ssion specialists watch the screen anxiously.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, can you hear ne?

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - N GHT - FLASHBACK

John is | ooking out the w ndow.



70.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Roger .

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JOHN AND JACK

JACK (OVER RADI O
Your altitude?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Ten thousand feet and descendi ng.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Can you see the airport?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Roger. It is lined by a series of
lights on both sides.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Okay, keep hol ding the joystick.
You' || make it.

| NT. CONTROL TOWER- HOUSTON- HOBBY | NT' L Al RPORT - NI GHT

The senior flight controller trains his infrared binocul ars
into the dark sky. Then he turns to his partner.

CONTRCOLLER #1
There's no spacecraft out there.

The assistant controller is struck.

CONTROLLER #2
What do you nmean? NASA cal |l ed us
t hat the spacecraft Explorer wll
make an energency | andi ng.

CONTROLLER #1
Look at it.

Controller #2 takes the binocul ars.

CONTROLLER #2
Don't make fun of ne. |'m not
st upi d.

He raises the binoculars to his eyes. He scans the sky over
the Gulf of Mexico. Then he lowers it.

CONTROLLER #2
You' re damm right! There's no
spacecraft out there!

CONTROLLER #1
They' re making fun of us.

Controller #2 takes the m crophone of the radio.



71.

CONTROLLER #2
Break, Explorer! Do you read nme?
Expl orer, do you copy?

STATI C.

CONTRCLLER #2
Expl orer, do you copy?

STATI C.

He | ooks at his superior and shakes his head in disbelief.
The senior controller takes the phone and dials the nunbers.

CONTRCLLER #1
Johnson, there's no spacecraft
com ng!

JACK (VO
Damm, what do you nean no
spacecraft?

CONTRCOLLER #1
Yes, sir. The spacecraft may have
been m ssing. W can't see it. W
can't also contact the crew by
radi o.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - N GHT - FLASHBACK

The spacecraft shakes violently as it |loses altitude. David
grips the joystick tightly as he pushes it slowy forward.
John | ooks at hi m si deways.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
Are you sure this is Houston
| nt er nati onal ?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Yes, of course. Look at the bright
lights. The headi ng says we're due
north-northwest. We'll |and on
runway 12R/30L. 1've flown here
many tinmes at night.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Execute vertical |anding.

David hits a red button on the instrunent panel in between
t hem marked "vertical rotors”. The button does not I|ight
"green”.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
No green light. Dam, the tilt
rotors are no | onger working.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch!



JACK (VO
John, are you sure you're not off
cour se?

JOHN (OVER RADI O)

David knows this airport perfectly

wel | .

JACK (VO

But the traffic controllers told ne

they can't see you and they can't
contact you by radio.

JOHN (OVER RADI O)

They're sleepy. It's past m dni ght.

JACK (VO
John, they're not kidding.

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - NI GHT -
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FLASHBACK

The Explorer glides down on the grassland and stops at the
end of the long Iine of fireflies, which disperse quickly.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
John | ooks at Davi d, stunned.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Danmm, where are we? W've crashed!
You've felt the hunps and bunps?
It's not concrete runway.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O

| don't know...

(pointing to panel)
But | ook at the GPS. The
coordi nates say 29 degrees, 38
m nutes, 54 seconds North, 95
degrees, 16 m nutes, 56.66 \West.
This is the exact location of the
nort hwest end of 12R/ 30L runway.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Houst on, can you read us?

JACK (VO
Roger. \Were are you? The airport
controllers told us you didn't
| and.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
W' ve crashed sonewhere el se.

JACK (VO
Dam, we'll |ook for you!

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
You' || waste your tine.
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JACK (VO
What do you nmean?

John nearly breaks into tears.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Houston, we're | ost.

JACK (VO
What do you nean, "lost"? Wiy can
we read you |l oud and clear?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
That's the marvel of science.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

The m ssion specialists scranble to contact the rescue units
of the Air Force, Air National Guard, US Navy, 911 and ot her
agencies. They call for "S. O S", "Myday, Mayday!" "911"
"Houston calling"” followed by "The Explorer has crashed",
"Wher eabout s unknown", "They can be contacted by radio".
Jack drops to his seat, speechl ess.

EXT. OUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid hurtles toward Earth at top speed, spinning on
its axis and VWH STLI NG i nsi de an el ectromagnetic field of
bl ui sh cl oud of gas.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - N GHT - FLASHBACK
John renoves his hel net.
JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Cabin crew, prepare for a |ong
haul. We're lost in tine.
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUQUS

Irina | ooks at Catherine in surprise. They have renoved
their hel mets and snoopy caps.

| RI NA
VWhat he neant, "lost in time"?

Cat heri ne shakes her head.

CATHERI NE
| don't know. We can't see the
out si de.

ADRI EN

You' ve heard their conversation?

CATHERI NE
Yes, of course.



Adrien stands up and throws his hands into the air.

ADRI EN
This is the | ocation of the
Houst on- Hobby | nternati onal
Airport, but they're not comng to
rescue us. What does it nmean? W're
either in the future or in the
past .

Cat heri ne gags her nouth in anguish.

CATHERI NE
Ch, ny God!

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT
Jack paces about the floor, frantic.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, what happened to the renote
control of the bonb?

| NT. FLI GAT DECK OF EXPLORER - N GHT - FLASHBACK
John is lounging lazily on his seat.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
| don't knowif it's still intact.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JOHN AND JACK

JACK (OVER RADI O
You've fifteen days to detonate the
bonb.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
Do you think it wll still work?

JACK (OVER RADI O
Yes, of course. The asteroid is
com ng closer. The Sentinel is
follow ng its path.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Damm, Jack, that asteroid doesn't
exist in your tinme! The Sentinel is
gone berserk.

JACK (OVER RADI O
What do you nean it doesn't exist?
You placed the bonb inside its core
and you sol emmi zed there the
weddi ng of David and Catherine. |I'm
not an idiot, John.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
That asteroid will not hit you
tw ce.

74.
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JACK (OVER RADI O
O course, it will hit us once.
Don't be crazy, John. Get ready
with the detonator. The asteroid is
nineteen mllion four hundred forty
t housand m | es away.

John | ooks sideways at Davi d.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Yes, that's true. But it will hit
us, not you.

JACK (OVER RADI O
| can't understand this.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
| told you this is the marvel of
sci ence.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Dam.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack_runs out of the nission conprol, as the m ssion
specialists look at himin surprise.

I NT. JACK' S CAR - CONTI NUCUS

Jack is seated behind the wheel, running at top speed on
Saturn's Lane. He is still wearing his headset.

EXT. RUNVAY 12R/ 30L, HOUSTON I NT'L Al RPORT - CONTI NUOUS

Jack stops the car and junps out hurriedly, carrying a GPS.
He is wearing his headset. He stops at the end of the
runway.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, can you hear ne?

JOHN (VO
Loud and cl ear.

JACK (OVER RADI O
' m now standi ng on the coordinates
gi ven by Davi d.

JOHN (VO
"' mright here.

JACK (OVER RADI O
You nean to say, we can exist at
the sane time in the same place?
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JOHN (VO
Renmenber Einstein's Theory of
Rel ativity? Tinme is warped, Jack
So is space. There's no clear proof
now.

JACK (OVER RADI O
You nean, you're now sixty-five
mllion years back in time?

JOHN (VO
Yes. This is the age of dinosaurs.
The Iights we saw were gi ant
fireflies. That asteroid will hit
t he Yucatan Peni nsul a.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

He renoves his headset and draws out his nobile phone. He
fingers the keys frantically.

JACK
Good norni ng, Professor Pull man.

| NT. WALTER S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Lying on the bed, Walter turns away fromhis wife. He is
hol ding a nobil e phone to his ear.

WALTER
(drowsy)
Good norning too, Dr. Chanbers. Is
this an energency?

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JACK AND WALTER:

JACK
Yes. We | ost the crew of the
Expl orer.

WALTER

(alert)
Son of a bitch!

JACK
Can you see us at the Johnson Space
Center?

WALTER
Yes, right now 1'll try to catch a
pl ane.

EXT. RUNVAY 12R/ 30L, HOUSTON I NT'L Al RPORT - CONTI NUOUS

Jack pokes one key and pockets back his phone.
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A car stops behind Jack's car and Howard | eaps to the
ground. He runs to Jack. He stops before him

HOWARD
Jack, what happened?

JACK
Sir, the crewren of the Explorer
are m ssing.

HOWARD
What do you nmean, "m ssing"?

JACK
They' re supposed to | and here,
right on this spot, but they're not

her e.

(beat)
Dam, they're here. You can talk to
Commander Sl ater.

Howard i s puzzl ed.

HOMNRD
What do you nean by "here and not
here"?

JACK

You better try it.
Jack gives himthe headset. Howard dons it around his head.

HOMRD ( OVER RADI O)
Good norni ng, Commander Sl ater
This is Director Witenan.

JOHN (VO
Good norning too, Director.

HOWMARD ( OVER RADI O
Were are you?

JOHN (VO
We're lost in tinme.

Howard freezes briefly.

HOMRD ( OVER RADI O)
VWhat ?

JOHN (VO
Yes, we're shuttled back to the
past by that el ectromagnetic field.
W' ve travel ed through tinme. W' ve
surpassed the speed of |ight. From
t he rendezvous with that asteroid,
it took us less than a mnute to
cover a distance whi ch woul d have

( MORE)
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JOHN (VO (cont'd)
taken light to reach in one hundred
and four seconds. This is the age
of the dinosaurs.

HOMRD ( OVER RADI O)
Dam, vyou're ki dding. You nust have
crashed sonewhere el se.

JOHN (VO
You can search for us. W'll wait
for you.

HOMRD ( OVER RADI O)
You' ve got a GPS. G ve us the
coor di nat es.

JOHN (VO
Go back to the M ssion Control

HOWARD ( OVER RADI O)

Wy ?

JOHN (VO
We' Il show you the coordinates in
t he GPS.

HOMRD ( OVER RADI O)
Wiy don't you tell nme now?

JOHN (VO
|'ve given it to Jack. You don't
bel i eve him

HOMRD ( OVER RADI O)
Al'l right, stay where you are. Help
IS com ng.

JOHN (VO
Thank you, Director.

Howar d renoves the headset and returns it to Jack. He runs
to his car and clinbs onboard. He di sappears quickly.

Jack dons the headset.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, are you still there?

JOHN (VO
Roger .

JACK (OVER RADI O
You'll generate a | ot of
controversy. People will never
bel i eve you're now waltzing with
di nosaurs.
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JOHN (VO
We' || gather evidence to prove our
| ocati on.

JACK (OVER RADI O
O course, | believe you. Keep in
t ouch.

John CHUCKLES.

JOHN (VO
You' re supposed to keep in touch
wi th us. But forget about rescue
m ssion. This will be our
graveyard.

JACK (OVER RADI O
No, John, we won't abandon you.
We'll conme to you

JOHN (VO
That' s i npossi bl e.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Never underesti mate NASA. W can

find you anywhere in the world.
Past or present.

He renoves his headset and wal ks back to his car, tears
rolling dowmn his face. He realizes his friends are as good
as dead.

EXT. TEXAS Al R NATI ONAL GUARD BASE - NI GHT

A flight of ten M+ 53 Pave Low Il helicopters carrying
search lights departs fromthe base and fans out in severa
di rections.

EXT. HOLLOVAN Al R FORCE BASE, NEW MEXI CO - NI GHT

One by one, five F-16 jet fighters fly out of the base.
EXT. GULF OF MEXI CO - N GHT

A P-3C Oion takes off the flight deck of the carrier USS
Geor ge Bush

A pair of CH 53K Super Stallion helicopters follows the
Oion.

I NT. ESA M SSI ON CONTROL, DARMSTADT, GERVANY - DAY

Johann | ooks at the w de screen showi ng the Baptistina
asteroid spinning on its axis. He is transfixed.

Ri kert is standing beside him also transfixed.
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He picks up the phone nearby.

HOWARD
M. President, the crewren of the
Expl orer are m ssing.

HARRY (VO
Damm. What happened?

HOMNRD
The Expl orer was caught in an
el ectromagnetic field which
transported themto the past.

HARRY (VO
What ?

HOWMARD
Yes, sir. Sixty-five mllion years
ago.

HARRY (VO
You nean to say, they're still
alive?

HOMARD

Yes, sir. They're now | ocated at
the site of the Houston-Hobby
I nternational Airport.

HARRY (VO
Are you kidding, Drector Witeman?

HOWARD
No, sir. You can speak to them

HARRY (VO
Patch themto ne.

I NT. VWHI TE HOUSE SI TUATI ON ROOM - NI GHT

Harry is seated at the head of the table, surrounded by
menbers of the National Security Staff.

The screen on the wall shows John inside the flight deck of
the Explorer. He is wearing snoopy cap w thout hel net.

JOHN (ON SCREEN)
Good norning, M. President, sir.

HARRY
Good norning too, Conmander Sl ater.
| wonder if we're really talking,
or this is a recorded conversation
or you've got a doubl e.



JOHN ( ON SCREEN)
It's very difficult to explain, M.
President. This is an extraordi nary
physi cal phenonenon few people wll
under st and.

HARRY
I"'mlistening, Conmander Sl ater.
Are you really mssing in action?

JOHN (ON SCREEN)
M ssing and not really m ssing.
It's really conplicated. They nust
have told you that we're now in the
time of dinosaurs. The asteroid 277
Baptistina is an illusion, some
ki nd of a hol ographic effect
created by the el ectromagnetic
field. The real asteroid will hit
the Yucatan Peninsula in fifteen
days.

HARRY
Dam. You're nmaking up a story. The
asteroid will hit us, not you. The
entire world is now in extrene
fear. You can't divert our
attention. So, please, tell nme what
happened to the renote control of
t he bonb.

JOHN (ON SCREEN)
Yes, sir, it's still intact. But we
can't blow up the asteroid because
manki nd wi Il perish.

HARRY
Son of a bitch! We'll perish if you
won't bl ow up the asteroid.

JOHN ( ON SCREEN)
You don't understand, M.
President, sir. If the asteroid is
destroyed, dinosaurs will continue
to roamand rule the world. Mankind
cannot co-exist with them

HARRY
Cut the crap, Commander Sl ater.
Bl ow up that asteroid right now, or
you'll face court-martial!

JOHN (ON SCREEN)
|"mno longer in the service, sir.
I"mnow a civilian. You can
prosecute nme, but you can't
i nprison ne, because |'m now inside
a prison sixty-five mllion years
ago by your reckoni ng.

82.
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HARRY
You' |l murder billions of people!

JOHN (ON SCREEN)
My men and | wll die for you.

The screen goes bl ank.

HARRY
Dar n.

EXT. QUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid hurtles toward Earth at top speed, spinning on
its axis and produci ng a WH STLI NG SOUND.

EXT. OVER THE DAVY CROCKET NAT'L FOREST, TEXAS - N GHT

The Pave Low Il helicopters scour the nountai nous areas,
scanning the ground with their search |ights.

| NT. PAVE LOW HELI COPTER - CONTI NUOUS

The pilot is |ooking out the wi ndow, seeing the |ighted
portion of the ground.

PI LOT (OVER RADI O
Houston, there's no sign here of
t he spacecraft.

JACK (VO
Don't stop until you find it and
its crew

PI LOT (OVER RADI O
Yes, sir.

EXT. OVER CHEESELAND, TEXAS - N GHT
The five F-16 Fighting Falcons fly | ow over the valley.
I NT. F-16 COCKPIT - N GHT

The pilot | ooks down the ground. Then he | ooks to the right
to his w ngman.

Pl LOT #1
W can't see what's down there.

Pl LOT #2
We' re providing cover for the
search and rescue teans.

Pl LOT #1
| don't think terrorists wll
attack the crew of the spacecraft.
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Pl LOT #2
You never know. People are getting
scared by the threat of the
asteroi d. Doonsday sayers are
havi ng a heyday.

BELOW

Pave Low Il helicopters are searching the valley using
searchlights nounted on the undersi des.

The helicopters fly around the pl ace.

EXT. OVER THE GULF OF MEXI CO - N GHT

The P-3C Oion flies | ow over the waters of the gulf.
| NT. P-3C ORI ON - CONTI NUQUS

The pilot is |ooking side by side out the w ndow. The
co-pilot is |ooking at the panel.

CO- PI LOT (OVER RADI O
They coul d not have fallen into the
wat er .

PI LOT (OVER RADI O
That's not entirely inpossible.

CO-PI LOT (OVER RADI O)
Way can they still comrunicate with
Houst on?

PI LOT (OVER RADI O
That's a nystery to ne.

CO-PI LOT (OVER RADI O
There's not hing nysterious there.
They' ve crashed on | and. This
search here is an exercise in
futility.

Pl LOT (OVER RADI O
The order is to locate the
spacecraft no matter how long it
w il take us.
BELOW

The Sea Stallion is skimmng the water, and the crewren are
scanning the water with powerful flashlights.

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - EARLY MORNI NG - FLASHBACK
John and David | eave the flight deck.



85.
I NT. CABIN OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUCUS

John and David enter, carrying their helnets. Catherine
| ooks at David suspiciously. The rest of the crewnen | ook at
t hem anxi ousl y.

JOHN
Who anong you believe in God?

Irina rai ses her hand.

| RI NA
|'ma regi stered agnostic, because
Communi sm has taught us that it is
only material things that matter.
Lenin once said that the econony is
the main field of battle for
Communi sm

Adri en stands up.

ADRI EN
|"mnot a bit religious, but I
bel i eve in God.

ERI C
This is silly. Wiy CGod cones out
here? When we were | eaving, no one
remenbered Hm Now, you talk of
Hi nf

JOHN
Eric, God has taught us a lesson in
humlity. What you will see outside
will steal your breath

CATHERI NE
David, are we | ost?

DAVI D
This is the real "Jurassic Park".

EDWARD
Pl ease, spare ne the agony. \Were
the hell are we?

JOHN
Come with ne. To see is to believe.
Bring your video and caner as.

He puts down his hel net and snoopy cap. Then he wal ks to the
cabin door and opens it.

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - CONTI NUQUS
One by one, John and his crewnen step out of the cabin door,

| ooki ng around them They are clad in Shuttle spacesuits. No
snoopy caps and no hel nets.
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From a di stance, they see --
SAUROPOD DI NOSAURS, the fenal es herding their kids, along
the side of a thick forest. Their |ong necks could reach the
top of the trees.
John and his crewnren are transfixed.

ASTRONAUTS
Ch, ny God!

Adrien trains his canera on the herd. The shutter starts
CLI CKI NG

Cat heri ne focuses her video on the giant sauropods.

| RI NA
They are so beautiful. | wsh |
could touch them

JOHN
Upl oad that to the Internet, if
it's still working.

DAVI D

John, are we going to go out there?
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Standing in front of the conputer consoles, the m ssion
specialists are transfixed as they | ook at the w de screens
showi ng the video of the dinosaurs being taken by Catherine.

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK
John starts to wal k toward the dinosaurs. They follow him

JOHN
This is going to be our honme. W
mght as well famliarize ourselves
wi th the environnent.

ERI C
Commander Slater, if we beget
children here, will they becone the
father and not her of man?

JOHN
W' ve fifteen days to live here.
When that asteroid hits the Yucatan
Peni nsula, we'll be the first to be
buri ed here under a cloud of dust
and debri s.

Eric cries woefully.

ERI C
| shouldn't have joi ned you.
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JOHN
| thought it was all for one, one
for all? | thought we were |ike the
Kni ghts of the Round Table. W'l
save mankind. It's a small price to

pay.
EDWARD
Smal | price? You' re kidding,
Commander Slater. We'll die here.
CATHERI NE
John, we just got married. Is this
t he kind of honeynoon you'll |et us
enj oy?
JOHN

Nobody wanted this to happen.

EDWARD
Dam it! You're the m ssion
commander, and you damm wel | know
what to do!

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
| thought you Anmericans are brave
men.

JOHN
(Russi an, subtitled)
Like I told you, beware of these
men. They're not pl ayboys.

| RI NA
(Russi an, subtitled)
They' Il soon catch you backbiting
t hem

JOHN
(Russi an, subtitled)
Don't laugh. They'll not know.

EDWARD
What the hell are you talking
about ?

JOHN

Irina told nme that Russian
cosnonauts don't fear to go
anywhere in the cosnos. They woul d
have rejoiced seeing this place.

EDWARD
This is no joke, Commander Sl ater!



CATHERI NE
(Russi an, subtitled)
John, you're conspiring with Irina
to show the bravery of your nen.

John is surprised.

JOHN
(Russi an, subtitled)
You're a fast |earner, Catherine.
Now the three of us will conspire
to play on the space cowboys.

CATHERI NE
(Russi an, subtitled)
Are you not afraid?

JOHN
(Russi an, subtitled)
Who's not afrai d? But they say that
courage is not the absence of fear,
but the ability to conquer fear.

DAVI D
Cat hy, you've | earned Russi an? How
fast.

CATHERI NE

Fifteen days inside the cabin with
nothing to do except eat and sl eep.
| didn't waste ny tine.

DAVI D
But you didn't try to | earn when we
were aboard the ISS for six nonths.

CATHERI NE

Everyt hing has an appointed tine.
JOHN

Li ke our tine here. If we survive,

we' ||l validate physical |aws.
EDWARD

We' || perish here, Commander

Sl ater.
John rolls his eyes upward.
Suddenly the sauropods scatter in all directions.
John freezes, and then he points to the spacecraft.
JOHN
T. rex is comng! Hi de inside the
spacecraft!

They run inside the cabin.
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| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUQUS
John and David | ook out the wndow. A T. rex is running
after a small sauropod. The adult sauropods watch their
young agoni ze in fear.
EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - CONTI NUQUS
The T. rex leaps into the small sauropod and catches it with
its powerful jaw. The sauropod SCREAMS in pain and |inps
qui ckly, dead. The T. rex starts to devour it.
| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS

John | ooks fearfully at David.

JOHN
Son of a bitch! It can devour us
all in one bite!

DAVI D
We're trapped here. We can't get
out now.

JOHN
| have an idea. Let's go hunting.
Fol | ow ne.

They exit the flight deck.
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
John enters, followed behind by David.

JOHN
Col onel Sherman thought Irina would
sabotage this m ssion, so he gave
us sone kind of protection.

Irina is nonplussed. She exchanges qui ck glances with
Adri en.

John proceeds to the rear section of the spacecraft and
opens the | ocker, fingering the conbination |ock. He sees
five M4 Carbines SOPMOD with | ot of ammps and five
bayonets. He renoves one rifle and hands it to David, who is
standi ng behind him He turns to Adrien.

JOHN
Col onel Chandler, you'd like to
hunt reptiles?

ADRI EN
What a good sport. I'd like that we
put up a scoreboard.

JOHN
You bet.
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He takes another rifle and gives it to the Frenchman. Edward
and Eric walk to himto get their own rifles.

Suddenly the spacecraft shakes violently.
Cat herine and Irina SCREAM

John runs to the flight deck

EXT. SPACECRAFT EXPLORER - CONTI NUQUS

The T. rex is ramm ng the door of the spacecraft with its
bl oody snout.

EXT. /I NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS

John | ooks up the energency hatch |ocated on the ceiling and
opens it by pressing a button on the instrunent panel. He
slings the rifle around his shoul der, |eaps upward and pokes
his head out. David props himupward, carrying himon his
shoul der. John sees--

T. REX

It is hitting the side of the spacecraft. He ainms his rifle
and shoots the T. rex in the head. The reptile GROANS and
falls to the ground.

ANOTHER T. REX

is comng frombehind him He turns around and sees it
charging toward him He ains again. BANG The di nosaur
tunbles to the ground and hits the nose of the spacecraft.
The flight deck shakes by the inpact.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Bi ngo!

He gets down and wal ks out of the flight deck to the cabin.
EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - CONTI NUOUS

Wearing his snoopy cap, John opens the door of the cabin and
gets out, carrying his weapon, followed by his crewren, who
al so wear their snoopy caps. Their radios are slung to their
wai sts. They wear |iquid-cooling garnments.

The sauropods are being hunted by a flock of ten T. rex.
JOHN ( OVER RADI O
We've to go against Darwin's
Theory. These predators will rule
the planet if they're left alive.
He gestures his crewren to nove forward, as he ains his gun.

One by one, they shoot the predators. The T. rex tunble to
the ground as they are hit on the head.
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It is a virtual massacre.
The sauropods stop runni ng around.

John and his conpany wal k to the dead di nosaurs and i nspect
t hem

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Do you want to try a dinosaur's
nmeat ?

Cat heri ne throws out.
lri na wi nces.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
We've no choice when we run out of
food. Qur supply will last us two
weeks only.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
David, I'lIl rather die of hunger
t han eat a di nosaur's neat.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
VWho would like to taste it?

ADRI EN ( OVER RADI O)
There's no tastier neat. You know
how to cook?

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
O course. Catherine taught ne.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
(Russi an, subtitled)
| didn't know |'mmarried to a
canni bal

I rina LAUGHS profusely.

| R NA (OVER RADI O
(Russi an, subtitled)
You nean, carnivore”?

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
(Russi an, subtitled)
No. | mean, cannibal, as in
canni bal. The reptile is a
man-eater. David wll eat his kind.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Dam, you Russi ans are naking fun
of us. You'll see when we run out
of food.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
(Russi an, subtitled)
Irina, will you eat that?



92.

| RINA (OVER RADI O
(Russi an, subtitled)
We've to survive. That's the first
instinct of self-preservation. |'ll
eat human flesh just to live for
t he next day.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
(Russi an, subtitled)
| hope you won't eat nme when | die
her e.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUCUS

Wal ter and Jack are seated side by side, wearing headsets.
They are listening to the conversation of the astronauts.

ADRI EN (VO
Get a match or lighter. We'll grill
this one here.

DAVI D (VO
Wait for ne.

Wal ter exchanges gl ances wth Jack as they renove their
headset s.

WALTER
The di al ogue is very natural. They
couldn't be follow ng a script.
They're really | ost.

JACK
How can we rescue thenf

Wal ter SIGHS deeply.

WALTER
That's next to inpossible. But they
can still get back to the present

time if they could get inside the
el ectromagnetic field again.

JACK
| wonder if their spacecraft wasn't
crippled. Besides, they can't fly
again to outer space because they
| ack booster. The tilt rotors of
the Explorer can't lift themto
hi gher al titude.

WALTER
It will be suicidal to send a
rescue aircraft.

JACK
|'ve contenplated doing it. My
consci ence bothers ne. | was the

( MORE)



JACK (cont'd)
one who sent themto their
graveyar ds.

WALTER
They've to do it before the
asteroid plunges down to the
Yucat an Peninsul a. The
el ectromagnetic field can't
penetrate the atnosphere. It wll
di ssipate instantly. | suspect the
asteroid is dragging it toward
Earth. That's why the spacecraft
was thrust into the heading of the
ast eroi d.

JACK
| wonder, because they were
supposed to escape in the opposite
di rection.

WALTER
May | speak to Conmander Sl ater?

JACK
Yeah, sure.

Wal ter and Jack don their headsets again.

WALTER ( OVER RADI O)
Commander Sl ater, are you still
t here?

JOHN (VO
Roger. Who is this?

WALTER ( OVER RADI O
This is Professor Pull man.

JOHN (VO
Oh, Professor. You're dam right.
El ectromagnetic fields can store
information fromthe past. The
Sentinel was able to capture the
information stored in the
el ectromagnetic field out there.

WALTER ( OVER RADI O)
The only possible route of escape
for you is to enter the
el ectromagnetic field again. It
m ght thrust you back in the
present tine.

JOHN (VO
That's out of the question because
our spacecraft has been crippl ed.
The tilt rotors aren't worKking.

( MORE)
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JOHN (VO (cont'd)
There's no runway here for
hori zontal take-off. Besides, the
spacecraft needs booster to reach
out er space.

WALTER ( OVER RADI O)
|"mso sorry, Commander Sl ater.
wish | could help you

JOHN (VO
Ni ce talking to you. At |east we've
proved Einstein's Theory of General
and Special Relativity.

WALTER ( OVER RADI O)
It would be nore exciting if you
could return back here.

JOHN (VO
W' ve set that possibility aside.
W'l | disappear with the dinosaurs.

WALTER ( OVER RADI O)
So unfortunate.

He removes his headset and turns to Jack.

WALTER
It's only mracle that can save
t hem

Jack resists the tears fromrolling down his face to no
avail. He w pes off the traces of liquid with his palm

EXT. OUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid hurtles toward Earth at top speed, spinning on
its axis and producing a WHI STLI NG SOUND, trailed by the
Senti nel .

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK
Gipping a bayonet, David tries to slice the skin of the
dead di nosaur while his coll eagues watch him They are not
wearing snoopy caps.

Cat heri ne keeps on taking video.

DAVI D
Dam, it's very hard.
They LAUGH.
JOHN
You need a chainsaw to cut the
ski n.

David stands up and ki cks the dinosaur.



DAVI D
You don't taste good anyway.

The astronauts LAUGH.

JOHN
We've to bury this beast.
EDWARD
Wy ?
JOHN
Hs flock mght snmell him Besides,
when he rots, he'll attract flies

and maybe vul tures. Di sease m ght
stri ke here.

ERI C
Dammed, this is too big, and we
don't have pickaxes and shovel s.

DAVI D
We'l|l just drag these beasts away
fromhere. W'll use themas bait

for other beasts.

JOHN
David, we m ght run out of
ammuni ti on. You don't know how many
of themout there. | guess these
twel ve are just scouts.

DAVI D
Dam, we need backhoes to dig
twel ve holes this big. Let themrot
here. Fifteen days is not too |ong.
We don't have to worry about
di sease striking here.

JOHN
We m ght contract an incurable
di sease.

DAVI D

So what? We'll die anyway. W'l
just enjoy the rest of our life

here while we still have tine.
JOHN
Can you bear the snell later? In

three days tine, these beasts wll
snmell terribly. You will never get
out of the spacecraft.

Davi d plunges his bayonet into the ground.
DAVI D

That's part of our ordeal. W're
dead nen wal ki ng, John.
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EDWARD
David is right. Wy do we've to
worry about our safety when this is
al ready our graveyard?
John | eaves them and goes inside the spacecraft.
The crewnen exchange gl ances.

John cones out of the cabin carrying a lighter. He wal ks
over to the nose of the spacecraft.

JOHN
Help ne pull this one out. W've to
burn their carcasses.

The nmen cone to his aid. They drag the T. rex away fromthe
spacecraft.

John takes a pile of dried grass and puts it around the
car cass.

He lights the grass and fire erupts around the T. rex. The
carcass starts to burn.

ADRI EN
Oh, what a fucking bad snell!

John and his crewren back off fromthe beast.

Suddenly a Quet zal coatlus, a 250-pound bird with a 30-foot
W ng span sweeps down on them

John sees it com ng.

JOHN
Vul t ur e!

They crane their necks to the southern sky and see the
flying dinosaur headi ng down toward t hem

They run to the spacecraft.

The di nosaur circles over the spacecraft. Then it | ands on
the roof and wal ks to and fro.

| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS

John and his crewren | ook frighten.

The FOOTSTEPS of the flying dinosaur is very | oud.
John seizes his gun and storns out of the door.

The di nosaur |eaps over to seize himwth its claws, but
John FIRES at it, enptying his magazi ne.

The beast rolls down the ground, dead.
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JOHN
Damm!

H's crewren join himand i nspect the dinosaur.
| NT. RUSSI AN FEDERAL SPACE AGENCY - DAY

VMliadimr | ooks at the wide TV screen. It shows the asteroid
spinning on its axis in outer space, WH STLI NG

He turns to his staff.

VLADI M R
The asteroid is still out there.

He starts pacing the floor, worried.

VLADI M R
(conti nui ng)
It's getting closer. The Anericans
have failed to destroy it.

He stops in front of the three nen.

VLADI M R
(conti nui ng)
VWhat are we going to do?

STAFF #1
We can try hitting it with mssiles
when it draws near.

STAFF #2
Wiy don't we ignore it? Mexico is
far fromhere

STAFF #3
We'll get rid of our archrival the
easy way. Their concept of mnutual
assured destruction no | onger holds
true. We've nothing to do with
t heir destruction. C ean job.

Vladimr grins sardonically.

VLADI M R
You don't realize the worl dw de
di saster the asteroid will bring to
us. We cannot exist for so |long
wi t hout our econom c partners.
Everything wll collapse like a
bal | oon. Don't be nerry.

| NT. LOBBY OF CNN CENTER- ATLANTA - DAY

Sandra wal ks across the | obby. A woman accosts her.
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WOVAN
Mss Collins, can | ask you sone
guestions?

SANDRA
VWhat is it?

VWOVAN
|'mfrom The New York Tines, and
l|'d like to know the | at est
i nfornati on about the mssion | ed
by your husband.

Sandra | ooks around her.

SANDRA
l"msorry. I'"'mnot privy to the
m ssi ons of NASA. W get stories
fromthat agency. So far, they've
not informed us about the Explorer.
| suggest you go to Houston.

WOVAN
They' re supposed to update you on
the fate of your husband and his
Crew.

SANDRA
| don't worry about that. | trust
t he peopl e at NASA
(beat)
Pl ease, excuse ne.

Sandra proceeds to the newsroom
| NT. NEWSROOM CNN CENTER- ATLANTA - CONTI NUQUS

Sandra sits on the chair behind the desk. Al caneras are
now focused on her.

SANDRA
This is Sandra Collins in Atlanta,
and this is the headline news.
(beat)

NASA has said the m ssion on the
asteroid 277 Baptistina has been
going on snmoothly. The Explorer is
getting away fromthe asteroid.

| NT. HARRY'S OFFI CE- Al R FORCE ONE - DAY
Harry is seated behind his desk, watching CNN

SANDRA (ON TV)
We can expect that in twelve days
time, the asteroid wll be
destroyed by the nucl ear bonb. NASA
m ssi on specialists have predicted
( MORE)
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SANDRA (ON TV) (cont'd)
that the debris of the asteroid
will not hit planet Earth, because
the point of explosion will be very
far from us.

He picks up the phone.

Sandra is till talking in the background, but the words are
i ndi scerni bl e.
HARRY
Director Wiiteman, |'ve watched the

CNN report. We can't keep on lying
to the Anerican people. W'll tel
them that the bonb has failed to
detonate, but they don't have to
worry because the asteroid won't
hit the Yucatan Peninsul a.

HOMRD (VO)
M. President, how about the fate
of the astronauts, shall we tell
t hem al so?

HARRY
No. Keep that secret until the |ast
m nut e.

HOMRD (VO)
Yes, sir.

EXT. JFK | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - CONTI NUOUS

Air Force One touches down at the airport. Harry clinbs down
the stairwell. He boards a |lino, surrounded by Secret
Servi ce agents.

EXT. UN HEADQUARTERS - DAY

The lino bearing Harry stops in front of the main building
of the United Nations.

| NT. UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY PLENARY HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Harry strides in front of the rows of seats and stands
behind the I ectern as the del egates break into APPLAUSE.

HARRY
The president of the General
Assenbly, the Secretary General,
the President of the Security
Counci |, Excel |l enci es:

(beat)

Fifteen days ago we sent our brave
men and women on a m ssion
everybody thought woul d save
humanity from extinction. They were

( MORE)
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HARRY (cont' d)
supposed to rendezvous with the
asteroid 277 Baptistina m dway
bet ween us and pl anet Mars. They
pl aced a powerful nuclear bonb in
the interior of the asteroid. But
they could not sacrifice their
[ives when there was anot her option
to destroy the asteroid by renote
control. The spacecraft Explorer
had to escape in the opposite
direction to avoid being caught in
t he expl osion. Unfortunately, the
renote control did not work.

There are | oud exchanges of QUI PS anong the del egates.

HARRY

(conti nui ng)
But the world does not have to be
afraid. The asteroid does not exi st
in outer space. W have proved t hat
it is an imagery of a too distant
past, dating back to the era of
di nosaurs. That is the sane
asteroid that struck the Yucatan
Peni nsul a and killed the di nosaurs.

The NO SE grows | ouder.

HARRY

(conti nui ng)
Excel | enci es, we apol ogi ze to the
world for the anxiety we have
caused as a result of the
mal function of the space probe we
call Sentinel. It has captured
i mages of the past stored inside
the el ectromagnetic field out
there. Like | said, you do not have
to worry. The bonb is gone with the
ast eroi d.

Harry | eaves the lectern and exits the hall as the del egates
APPLAUSE.

I NT. ESA M SSI ON CONTROL- DARMSTADT, GERVANY - DAY

Johann is standing in front of the big screen, |ooking at
the imagery of the asteroid.

Ri kert joins him

Rl KERT
(CGerman, substitled)
Sir, the Americans have finally
admtted that the m ssion has
failed to destroy the asteroid. But
( MORE)
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RI KERT (cont' d)
we have nothing to worry because
the asteroid will not hit the
Yucat an Peni nsul a.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
So where will it fall?

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
It had fallen already sixty-five
mllion years ago.

Johann i s puzzled. He seens unable to grasp the information.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
What ?

Rl KERT

(German, subtitled)
Yes, sir. This asteroid we are
watching is a phantominmage of the
di nosaur killer. The Sentinel is
retrieving information fromthe
past stored inside that
el ectromagnetic field.

Johann bits his lip, visibly pissed off. He paces about the
floor as R kert watches him

He stops and faces Rikert.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
We are not connected to the
Sentinel. W are using the Rosetta.
Way are we picking up imges of the
asteroi d?

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
The Rosetta m ght al so have been
caught in the el ectromagnetic
field.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
Wiy did they keep this information
fromthe worl d? People are scared.
It has caused panic in the
Cari bbean Islands and Latin
Aneri ca.
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Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
| guess the Americans were not sure
whet her the asteroid would fal
here or not.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
How about the bonb?

Rl KERT

(German, subtitled)
It's also thrown into the past
along with the crew of the
Expl orer. They were caught in the
el ectromagnetic field. But the
Anericans are keeping this one
secret.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
So we can forget all about the
story?

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
Yes, sir. You can sleep soundly
t oni ght.

Sm ling, Johann exits fromthe m ssion control room
EXT. TEXAS FOREST- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK

John and his crewnen are wal king along with the sauropods,
carrying their weapons. They wear snoopy caps,

i quid-cooling garnents and boots. The radios are hooked to
t he snoopy caps.

David is carrying a GPS. Catherine is carrying a video,
while Irina and Adrien are carrying camneras.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
John, this is the site of the
Johnson Space Center. It's thirteen
mles away fromthe airport.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
W're the first to discover this
and. We'll apply for honestead
pat ent .

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
That nmeans we will own the entire
United States?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Not only that. | think it's the
entire world. We get a paper and
( MORE)
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JOHN (OVER RADI O) (cont'd)
execute a docunment to the effect
t hat we' ve di scovered this planet
and have applied for a Torrens
Title over all lands, seas, |akes,
rivers and other fluvial, aerial
and terrestrial donains.

JACK (VO
(interrupting)
Are you crazy, guys? Al |ands have
al ready been titled. You can't
rewite history.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O

You' re m staken, Jack. W' ve an
existing law on first discovery.
W' ve antedated the First
Americans. W'll nmake a drawing to
demarcate the territories of the
United States. The materials here
w |l date back to the cretaceous
period, sixty-five mllion years
ago on your birthday, to be exact.

JACK (VO
(1 aughi ng)
John, ny punch lines are patented.
You can be sued for copyright
i nfringenent.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O

You're wong again. |'ve antedated
you sixty-five mllion years ahead
by your own reckoni ng.

John's crewren break into LAUGHTER

They conme upon a creek. They see--

A BIGT. REX

is waiting for them nenaci ngly across the bank.

Catherine and Irina SCREAMin fear and run away. David goes
after them

Eric, Edward and Adrien back off in fear. John stands his
ground, aimng his weapon at the reptile.

The reptile ROARS and then leaps into the air to cross the
creek.

John opens FIRE, hitting it on the neck and jaw with three
bul l ets.

The reptile GROANS as it falls into the creek splashing
wat er over the bank, dead.
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David catches up with Catherine and Irina and pulls them
al ong.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch!

JACK (VO
John, what's that?

John wal ks to the edge to look at the reptile.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Anot her one of your ancestors!

JACK (VO
Is that sone kind of Texas Chain
Saw Massacre?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
No. This is Darwin's |aw of the
survival of the fittest. These
reptiles are not fit to live on
pl anet Earth.

JACK (VO
That's the law of the Wld West. |
guess you've patented that |aw
al so.

JOHN (OVER RADI O
(1 aughi ng)
We are the Earp brothers. W're
i npl ementing the |Iaw of the jungle.
An eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth. For every sauropod killed by
T. rex, ten T. rex wll pay.

JACK (VO
John, you'll forget the tine.
Fourteen days nore.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Forget that asteroid. It won't hit
you anyway.

JACK (VO
Can you get near the point of
i npact ?

JOHN (OVER RADI O
Wy ?

JACK (VO
Get a video. That will beat al
records. Money wll flow to your
fam|ly.
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JOHN ( OVER RADI O
We can't cross the @ulf of Mexico.
There's no tinme to trek to that
pl ace. But maybe we can get a
picture fromthis |ocation. Just

wait.

JACK (VO
Ckay. Stay where you are. Help is
com ng.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
You' re dream ng.

They go down the creek and wade across the waist-deep water.
Then they clinb up the other bank. They continue wal ki ng on
the edge of the forest. They conme upon a | arge nest of

di nosaur eggs. They are transfixed.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Whose eggs are these?

Davi d | ooks around yonder. Then he picks up one of the eggs
and starts tossing it in the air.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
We don't know. Coul d be sauropods,
could be T. rex. Have you tried a
di nosaur sunny side up?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Damm, when they hatch, we'll run
out of bullets.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Shal | we destroy them now?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
W' |l waste our bullets if they'll
turn out to be sauropods.

EDWARD ( OVER RADI O)

This isn't far from our | ocati on.
It will take them | ess than one
hour to find us.

ERI C (OVER RADI O
Let's get out of here. The ol der
raptors m ght catch us playing on
t heir eggs.

ADRI EN
Are you afraid of thenf

Cat herine, Irina and Adrien keeps on taking video and
pi ctures of the eggs.
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CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Wiy don't we get one to observe how
it wll hatch?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
| think that's a good idea.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
John, the raptors will go after us.
They can snell their young.
Renmenber the novie "Jurassic Park"?

JOHN (OVER RADI O
That's a work of fiction.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Do you think this egg |I'm hol di ng
is a wrk of fiction?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
kay, you bring that one. W'l
hatch it quickly, so we'll know
what kind of raptors they are.
We' || ask people in NASA to hel p us
how to hatch the egg quickly.

Davi d exam nes the egg cl osely.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
| think it's nice to fry this.

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
David, stop it!

John and his crewnen trek back to the | ocation of the
spacecraft.

Two mles away inside a clearing in the forest, thousands of
T. rex eggs start to hatch in a very wi de nest. The young
di nosaurs |l eap fromthe egg shells.

EXT. QUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid hurtles toward Earth at top speed, spinning on
its axis and producing a WHI STLING SOUND, trailed by the
Senti nel .

| NT. CABIN OF EXPLORER - DAY - FLASHBACK

Davi d and Cat herine are alone. She pours a glass of w ne and
gives it to him He starts to sip at it.

CATHERI NE
Time is so short for us, David.

DAVI D
Forget the asteroid and tine wll
st op.
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CATHERI NE
You can't renove the damm Danopcl e's
sword hangi ng over your neck.

DAVI D
The theory about the asteroid is
doubtful. According to sone
pal eont ol ogi sts, the asteroid
didn't actually elimnate the
di nosaurs. It was sonething el se
that did it. So, we'll survive here
after the inpact.

CATHERI NE

What if your theory is wong?
DAVI D

Posi tive thinking.
CATHERI NE

Way don't you detonate the bonb?
DAVI D

John is in command. |'ve to

mai nt ai n di sci pline.
John enters, seeing them standing face to face.

JOHN
|"msorry to interrupt you

DAVI D
There's not hing inportant.

CATHERI NE
That's not true. | told David to
detonate the bonmb, but he deferred
to you.

John approaches them

JOHN
We'll not save manki nd.

He opens the box containing the detonator. He sees--
THE RED LI GHT BLI NKS: ARVMED!

JOHN
|"mnot so sure if this will work.
W're mllions of mles away from
t he asteroid.

CATHERI NE
The Sentinel will transmt the
si gnal .

John rubs his pal ns agai nst each ot her.
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JOHN
We'll be cutting off our neans of
survi val

CATHERI NE
Damm, John, this is our only hope
of survival. If we can destroy the

asteroid, we can sleep soundly for
t he next two weeks.

JOHN
How do we know t hat the bonb will
expl ode or the asteroid wll be
destroyed?

Cat herine SI GHS deeply.

CATHERI NE
There's no way to do that. W'l
ganbl e our luck. We'll assune that

when you push the button, the bonb
wi |l explode and the asteroid wll
be destroyed. W'll wait for the
next two weeks.

John turns around, cupping his head with both hands.

JOHN
No, we can't ganble our small
fortune. W'll wait for the
asteroid to fall into the Yucatan
Peni nsul a.

CATHERI NE
You'll seal our fate, John. Qur
weddi ng in heaven has ended in a
honeynoon in hell.

Cat herine storns out of the cabin.

JOHN
Dam.

DAVI D
John, it's not your fault.

JOHN
You know what? It's anot her
screwup. The bonb is floating
inside the el ectromagnetic field,
not the asteroid. It's useless to
detonate it.

DAVI D
How did you know?



JOHN
W were transported to the past
after we'd planted the bonb, not
bef ore.

DAVI D
But we'd two encounters with the
el ectromagnetic field.

JOHN
If the first one transported us to
t he past, we woul d have gone here
straight. The asteroid was a
phant om i mage.

DAVI D
But you saw the splash of water in
t he visor of your hel net.

JOHN
That was another illusion. The bonb
wi || explode in Mexico.

DAVI D
Ch, ny God!

EXT. QUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The Sentinel follows the asteroid as it streaks toward
pl anet Earth, spinning on its axis and VWH STLI NG

FADE QUT:

ACT 111
FADE | N:
EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI CD - DAY -

FLASHBACK

John and his crew are seated on stones away fromthe
spacecraft. He renoves his hel met and snoopy cap. Then he

gestures his crewren to follow him

JOHN
We' || stop communicating over the
radi o. Houston is picking up al
our conversati ons.

DAVI D
VWhat's the difference, John?

JOHN
| have a pl an.

DAVI D
Pl an? What is it?

JOHN
We'l|l get out of here.
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ADRI EN

You think we can get out of here?
JOHN

Yes.
| RI NA

How?

John stands up and faces his nen.

JOHN
We'l|l get back to the
el ectromagnetic field.

Edward throws the small stone he is holding into the ground.
He i s obviously pissed off.

EDWARD
That's a stupid idea. W're trapped
her e.

JOHN

It's your mnd that keeps us
trapped here.

Edward becones furious. He stands up to face John.

EDWARD
Son of a bitch!

CATHERI NE
Gent | enen, don't quarrel here!
Edward, stand down! Maintain
di sci pli ne! Show respect to the
m ssi on commander!

Edward | eaves for the spacecraft, seething.

ERI C
Commander, | still have respect for
your intelligence. Wien you said we
coul d get out of here, | believed

you. So tell us your plan.

JOHN

This is a long shot. ..

(gesturing with his

fingers)
We'l|l cross the path of the
asteroid. W& hope that the force of
the inpact will catapult us into
outer space to catch up with the
el ectromagnetic field.

ADRI EN
That's a fantastic idea. But the
spacecraft is busted.



JOHN
W'll have a | ot of work to do.
We'll have two options. Vertical
and horizontal take-off. We'll try
to fix the tilt rotors and we'l |l
also flatten the ground here in
case the tilt rotors are not fixed.

DAVI D
That's terrific. Ckay, I'msold to
it.

CATHERI NE
| think there's no objection.

JOHN
kay. Let's get down to work.

They disperse and start renoving big stones dotti
of the spacecraft. David uses his bayonet to cut

grass.

| NT. HOMARD S OFFI CE - DAY

Howar d pi cks up the phone and dials the nunbers.
and takes his seat in front of the desk.

HOMARD
M. President, we seek your
aut hori zation whether we'll inform

the famlies of the astronauts that
they're m ssing.

HARRY (VO
That's a big problem The story
will get out of control.

111.

ng the path
the tall

Jack enters

Jack gestures to Howard by pointing to his breast.

HOWARD
But we can't keep them second
guessi ng what happened to their
| oved ones.

HARRY (VO
Let's do it this way. Talk to them
individually and bring themto
Houston. Let themtalk to the
astronauts, on condition that they
wi |l keep the story secret.

| NT. SANDRA' S OFFI CE- CNN CENTER - DAY

Sandra enters the room The phone RI NGS. She rushes to pick

it up.

SANDRA
Hel | 0?
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JACK (VO
Sandra, this is Jack. Can you cone
her e?
Sandra is agitated.
SANDRA
Wy ?
JACK (VO
W' ve sonething inportant to tel
you.
SANDRA

Can you tell nme now?

JACK (VO
No. You've to cone here. John has
sonething to tell you

Sandra | ooks at her watch.

SANDRA
Ckay. I'Il try to catch up with the
first flight there.

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY
Jack wears his headset. He paces about the floor.

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, do you hear ne?

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK

John is pushing a |l arge rock across the path of the
spacecraft, wearing his snoopy cap and the radio slung to
his wai st.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Roger .

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JOHN AND JACK

JACK (OVER RADI O
We haven't been receiving
information fromyou

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Maybe the Sentinel is having
problenms transmtting signals.

JACK (OVER RADI O
The president has instructed us to
informyour famlies. They'll cone
her e.

John stops pushing the rock.
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JOHN ( OVER RADI O
That's good, so they'll be prepared
for the inevitable.

JACK (OVER RADI O
This is top secret.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Way don't you admt NASA nade a
terrible m stake?

JACK (OVER RADI O
Many heads will roll. The
contractor of the Sentinel Project
will have a lot to explain.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Let themexplain to the American
peopl e because what they did was
the worst crinme of the century. It
IS mass nurder

JACK (OVER RADI O
John, we've to be discreet. Qur
rivals are watching us. They
mustn't di scover we've commtted a
fatal m stake. W'll | ose our
prestige.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
That's why you call us expendabl es?

JACK (OVER RADI O
Ki nd of.

JOHN (VO
Son of a bitch!

Jack winces and renoves his headset.

EXT. OUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid hurtles toward Earth at top speed, spinning on
its axis and producing a WHI STLI NG SOUND, trailed by the
Senti nel .

EXT. HOUSTON- HOBBY | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - DAY

A PANAM ai rpl ane | ands at the airport.

| NT. CABIN OF Al RPLANE - CONTI NUOUS

Seated in the front row, Sandra stands up and wal ks to the
door .

EXT. ARRI VAL AREA- HOUSTON- HOBBY | NT' L Al RPORT - CONTI NUOUS

Sandra clinbs aboard a car bearing the decal of NASA
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It | eaves the driveway and speeds away.
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS
Sandra enters and Jack neets her.

JACK
Wel come to Houston

SANDRA
Thank you.

They start wal ki ng across the room

JACK
We've to tell you now the very bad
news.
SANDRA
(surprised)
VWhat is it?
JACK

John and his crewnen have been
m ssi ng, but not actually m ssing.

SANDRA
(puzzl ed)
What do you nean, "m ssing and not
actual ly m ssing"?

JACK
We can't explain to you the detail
That's why we asked you to cone
here. The Explorer, according to
John, crashed and is lost in tine.
But they can still be contacted.
They're now in the cretaceous
period, sixty-five mllion years
ago.

They stop before Jack's conputer consol e.

SANDRA
Are you making a fool of nme?
JACK
No. You'll understand when you talk

to John.

He takes anot her headset and hands it to her. Sandra dons it
reluctantly.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
Hel | o, John?
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EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK

John paces about the grass away fromthe spacecraft. Hi s
crewnen are watching him

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Sandra, what Jack told you was
true. The Explorer has been caught
in an el ectromagnetic field and..

| NTERCUT JOHN SANDRA/ JACK:

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
Vhat 2 (i nterrupting)
at ~

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Yes, we were thrown into the past.
It's the era of dinosaurs.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
You' re ki ddi ng ne.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
No. I'Il show you inmages of our
| ocati on.

The big screens in front display the video taken by
Cat heri ne showi ng John and his crewnen shooting at the T.
rex and killing ten of them

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
We tried to slaughter one di nosaur,
but its skin is very tough

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O

You'll eat dinosaur's neat? How can
you do that? That's cruelty to
ani mal s.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
These are beasts. If they're not
elimnated, they'll continue to
rul e planet Earth.

Sandra cups her face with both hands.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
So this is real.

John stops paci ng about the ground.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Yes. And this m ght be our | ast
conversation. W've got a one-way
ticket. | hope you'll understand.



Sandra frees her face.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
What happened to the bonb you
pl anted on the asteroid?

JOHN (OVER RADI O
It's going to explode at the
Yucat an Peni nsul a.

Sandra freezes briefly.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
VWhat ?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
The asteroid is a hol ographic inmage
of the past. The bonb is floating
inside the el ectromagnetic field.
It isn't inside the asteroid.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

JACK (OVER RADI O
(interrupting)
John, what do you nmean it's going
to expl ode at the Yucatan
Peni nsul a?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
There's no asteroid out there. The
bonmb is flying al one inside that
el ectromagnetic field. It wll drop
on the Yucatan Peni nsul a.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Ch, ny God!

He junps to the phone atop the desk.

| NT. HOMARD S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Howar d pi cks up the phone fromthe table.
| NTERCUT BETWEEN JACK AND HOWARD:

HOMARD
Hel | 0?

JACK
Director Waiteman, sir, the bonb is
going to explode at the Yucatan
Peni nsul a!

HOWARD
Who told you?

116.
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JACK
John. He said the bonb is flying
al one. There's no asteroid out
t here.

HOWARD
But astrononers all over the world
are saying the asteroid is getting
nearer and nearer.

Jack becomes frantic.

JACK
Sir, that's an illusion. It's a
hol ographi c i mage of the asteroid
that struck the Yucatan Peninsul a
sixty-five mllion years ago. The
i mage was stored in an
el ectromagnetic field and it's now
being retrieved by the Sentinel.

HOMARD
Son of a bitch!

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUCUS

Sandra paces the floor in front of the wi de screens, away
from Jack. She is wearing a headset. The m ssion specialists
wat ch her curiously.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O
This is another intelligence
screwup, like your mssion in
Kosovo

JOHN (VO
It's the fault of NASA.

SANDRA ( OVER RADI O)

( sobbi ng)
John, this is what | told you. You
wi |l never cone back. You are as
good as dead. You are a dead man
wal ki ng.
JOHN (VO
"1l keep ny promse. |I'll see you

agai n.
Sandra yanks the headset from her head and throws it down to
the floor. Then she storns out of the m ssion control,
sobbi ng.
EXT. ESA M SSI ON CONTROL, DARMSTADT, GERVMANY - NI GHT

Johann paces the floor, worried. R kert goes to him
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Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
Sir, there's an advisory from NASA.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
VWhat is it?
Rl KERT

(German, subtitled)
They said the bonb is going to
expl ode at the Yucatan Peninsul a.

Johann freezes nonentarily.

JOHANN

(German, subtitled)
Dam. The Americans are making fool
of us. They told us earlier the
asteroi d does not exist out there,
and the bonb is | ost al so. Now,
they're saying it's going to
expl ode. That's one negaton. It can
flatten the Yucatan Peninsul a.

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
| think we've to believe themthis
tine.

JOHANN
(German, subtitled)
NATO ships and aircraft wll have
to help in the evacuation. W'l
notify the Chancell or.

Rl KERT
(German, subtitled)
That is a good idea.

I NT. NATO HQ BRUSSELS - DAY

NATO secretary general KLAUS EMVERI CH, 55, | ooks at the map
of the Yucatan Peninsula projected on the screen.

Menbers of the NATO general staff are standing with him
i ncludi ng general s GRANT EMORY 50, ANTO NE PETREUS 55, and
LEVMERK HUGO, 53.

The screen zoons on the Yucatan Peni nsula and the Gulf of
Mexi co.

KLAUS
We have ten days to sail to the
@ul f of Mexico. We will transport
t he people first to the ships
bef ore sendi ng them back when the
expl osion is over.



Kl aus noves to the conference table.

They t ake

GRANT
We expect nucl ear fallout, M.
Secretary GCeneral.

KLAUS
We cannot avoid that. Qur task is
to mnimze casualties.

LEMERK
The nost expeditious way is by
overl and evacuation. The US
government can expropriate al
vehicles in the west coast to be
used in transporting evacuees.

their seats.

KLAUS
General Enory here knows the
preparations being undertaken by
his country, but we've to show
solidarity with them NATOis a
col l ective organi zation. Al for
one.

EXT. SPACECRAFT EXPLORER - DAY - FLASHBACK

John and David inspect the tilt

They are not wearing snoopy caps or hel nets.

JOHN
David, could it be a busted wire?

DAVI D
| hope not, because we've no
repl acenent .

JOHN
Br oken bearing?

DAVI D
Maybe yes, maybe no. It gets ne
nervous.

JOHN
How far have we cleared in the air
strip?

DAVI D
Less than one nmle. W need at
| east two nmles and a hal f.

JOHN
Can we make it in tine?

119.

The nmen follow him

rotors |ocated at the w ngs.

Davi d shrugs his shoul ders as he touches the bl ade of the

rotor.
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DAVI D
W' ve to double our efforts. It's
hard renoving those stones. W're
really lucky we didn't sonersault
when we hit the ground.

John pats himon the shoul der. Then he wal ks to the other
crewren cutting the grass with their bayonets.

EXT. FRONT LAWN- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - NI GHT

Jack is wal king across the lawn in front of the m ssion
control building, holding a nobile phone to his I|ips.

JACK
Col onel Sherman, you've to find
ways to di sable the bonb.

| NT. HUMVEE - CONTI NUCUS

Mtchell is cruising toward the Barksdale Air Force Base.
Wi reless receiver is stuck to his ear.

M TCHELL
Dam. It is equi pped with a SWESS.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JACK AND M TCHELL

JACK
VWhat the hell is that?

M TCHELL
Speci al Wapons Ener gency
Separation System or in |ayman's
term dead man's switch! The bonb
wi |l detonate at a predeterm ned
altitude. Two thousand five hundred
feet.

JACK
Wiy did you install that?

M TCHELL
W wanted to nmake sure that the
bonmb woul d expl ode in case the crew
of the spacecraft becane
debilitated or incapacitated.

JACK
You' || be responsible for killing
t housands, if not mllions, of

i nnocent peopl e.

M TCHELL
We're just follow ng orders.
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JACK
You nean to say, the president has
aut horized the arm ng of the bonb
automatical ly?

M TCHELL
Yes. The authorization was
confirmed by the Secretary of
Def ense.

JACK
Dam.

M TCHELL
But you're to bl anme because you
created the story. W delivered the
bonmb to you on the assunption that
the asteroid is going to hit the
Yucat an Peni nsul a.

JACK
Qur understanding is that the bonb
is going to be detonated by renote
control or manually.

M TCHELL
That's true. But your nen are
i ncapaci tated now. There's a
standard operating procedure. W
can't | eave anything to chance.

JACK
Son of a bitch!

M TCHELL
Dr. Chanbers, |eave that to the big
people. Let themworry about the
i npact of the bonb. We're just
doi ng our job.

Jack pockets his phone and enters the m ssion control.
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS

Jack enters and Howard neets him They start wal ki ng across
the room The m ssion specialists watch them

HOMARD
Jack, we've a problem
JACK
VWhat is it?
HOMARD
V' | ose the Sentinel if we |et

I
it fall with the bonb.
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JACK
Damm. We can't break contact with
t he astronauts.

HOWARD
They' re gone, Jack. There's nothing
we can do.

JACK

| want to keep tab of themto the
last mnute of their life.

HOWARD
You can't sacrifice precious
equi pnment .

JACK

Sir, we need to docunent the actual
i npact of the asteroid in the
Yucat an Peninsula. That's a scoop
that will never be duplicated

t hrough t he ages.

HOWARD
We can always cone back to that
event when we perfected the tine
machi ne. What's inportant nowis to
preserve the Sentinel.

EXT. TEXAS FOREST, CRETACEQUS PERI CD - DAY - FLASHBACK

The T. rex hatchlings begin to roam around the forest. They
have grown bi gger.

EXT. OUTER SPACE - FLASHBACK

The asteroid hurtles toward Earth at top speed, spinning on
its axis and producing a WHI STLI NG SOUND, trailed by the
Senti nel .

EXT. MERI DA, YUCATAN PENI NSULA, MEXI CO - DAY

There is flurry of cars as people evacuate the pl ace,
carrying what their hands can hold. The roads are cl ogged.

The vehi cl es HONK, and those who | eave on foot ignore the
vehi cl es behi nd.

Hel i copters | and on open grounds to ferry people out of the
pl ace.

EXT. GULF OF MEXI CO - DAY

There is flurry of activity as helicopters ferry people
aboard the transport ships and warshi ps of the US and NATO.
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| NT. CABIN OF EXPLORER - DAY - FLASHBACK

John is seated in front of the conputer console wearing a
headset. Jack is on the screen, also wearing headset.

JACK (ON SCREEN)
John, we've a problem

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
VWhat is it?

JACK (ON SCREEN)
They'I'l pull out the Sentinel from
the el ectromagnetic field.

John freezes nonentarily.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Dam. Wiy didn't you tell them we
need the exact timng of the inpact
of the asteroid?

JACK (ON SCREEN)
| pleaded to Director \Witeman, but
he ignored ne.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch!

JACK (ON SCREEN)
This m ght be our | ast
conver sati on.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Can you try cutting off the link to
t he Sentinel ?

JACK (ON SCREEN)
No. They've secured everything
here. They've brought in personnel
fromthe National Security Agency.
It's the president's order. You're
mar ked expendable. |I'mso sorry,
John.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
One | ast favor, Jack. Wiat is the
ETA of the bonb?

JACK ( ON SCREEN)
1900 HOURS GMI. Seventy-two hours
from now.

The screen turns bl ack.
JOHN ( OVER RADI O

Jack, are you still there?
( MORE)
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JOHN (OVER RADI O) (cont'd)
(beat)
Jack?
(beat)
Son of a bitch!

John runs to the door.
EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - CONTI NUQUS

John energes out of the door of the spacecraft and stops in
front of his crewmen. They are seated on rocks away fromthe
spacecraft. The dinosaur egg lies on a nest closer to Irina.

JOHN
Son of a bitch! They've cut our
conmuni cation |inel!

DAVI D
We're finished!

CATHERI NE
This is your fault, David! You
can't abandon your friend!

DAVI D
| never thought we'd find our way
her e!

| RI NA

Stop it! You get nothing by
screanm ng at each ot her

JOHN
Listen to nme. I'mstill the
commander of this mssion. It's ny
responsibility to bring you back
home. The Sentinel is secondary to
our survival. W've to fix first
this one here.

He points to the spacecraft.

JOHN

(conti nui ng)
This is the key to our survival.
Wthout this, the Sentinel is
usel ess for us for all intents and
purposes. So let's get down to
work. Clear the strip faster. W' ve
seventy-two hours left.

| RI NA
Why has the di nosaur egg not
hat ched yet?

ERI C
You don't have to worry about the
reptiles.
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EDWARD
We' Il shoot themagain if they ever
cone back here.
ADRI EN
You never know the nunber out
t here.
EDWARD

| thought you'd the courage of
Adm ral Lafayette.

Adrien stands up and | eaves the ground.
DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY
Jack | ooks at the big screen in the mddle of the wall.
The ot her m ssion specialists are also watching the screen.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Time to inpact: two hours.

HENRY ( OVER RADI O
NCRAD i nfornmed us that all people
at the Yucatan Peninsul a have been
evacuated to safer places and
aboard US and NATO ships in the
@ul f of Mexico.

EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK

John is standing in front of his crewnmen. They are few yards
away fromthe spacecraft.

JOHN
NASA has abandoned us to preserve
the Sentinel. They've now witten
us off, like bad debts. W wll
make our way back hone!

Suddenly a small T. rex appears froma distance. John sees
it.

JOHN
Ch, ny God!

The astronauts turn in the direction of the reptile.
The nunber grows to thousands.
John and his crewnen all EXCLAIMin fear

JOHN
Davi d, the guns!

Irina | eaps to the dinosaur's egg and grabs it.
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The nmen and wonmen scanper inside the cabin of the
spacecraft, Irina the last to enter. The door shuts back.

The herd of small reptiles appears around the grassl and.
They nunber about ten thousand.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS

Carrying his M4 carbine, John clinbs up the energency exit
and pokes out his head.

He sees -

THOUSANDS OF Bl GGER T. REX com ng closer to the spacecraft
fromall sides, charging nenacingly.

JOHN
Damm. David, start the engines!

David flips the switches and jabs the buttons. The
spacecraft shakes as the engi nes REV.

JOHN
Can you nmake it to the airstrip?
DAVI D
We' re now trapped! They've bl ocked
our pat h!
JOHN

They're comng closer! Ht the tilt
rotor button!

David stabs the red button in the instrunent panel.
John |l eaps up to the energency hatch, carrying his gun.
EXT. SPACECRAFT EXPLORER - DAY - CONTI NUOUS

The engines of the tilt rotors start simnultaneously.
The di nosaurs get nearer and nearer.

The spacecraft |ifts off as the dinosaurs converge around,
mssing it by just few feet.

Few of themtry to leap into the spacecraft but fail to
reach the w ngs.

One is able to hang on the retracting | andi ng gear.
John swi ngs his gun bel ow and opens FIRE
The T. rex fall one by one.

The herd flees in haste am dst a hail of GUNFI RE
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EXT. OVER THE TEXAS GRASSLAND- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - CONTI NUOUS
The spacecraft goes hi gher and hi gher.

The adult T. rex hangs on the landing gear. As its eyes roll
around, it opens its jaw and drops to the ground, the rest
of the herd looking up at it. It hits the ground and GROANS
It slowy closes it eyes. The herd converges around it.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
John drops fromthe energency hatch and it cl oses back.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch! They nearly caught
us.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
How do we know if we'll get back to
t he year 20007

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
We'l|l see the explosion of the

bomb. If it's the asteroid, we'll
di e here one by one or all at once.

EXT. OVER THE GULF OF MEXI CO- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - CONTI NUOUS

The spacecraft Explorer flies high over the Gulf of Mexico
t owards the Yucatan Peninsul a.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
John checks the altineter.
JOHN (OVER RADI O
Di stance to the path of the
asteroi d?

| RINA (VO
Fi ve hundred nm |l es.

I NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Wearing a headset, Jack | ooks at the watch hangi ng agai nst
the wall to his left.

JACK (OVER RADI O
Forty-six seconds to inpact.

EXT. THERMOSPHERE- CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK
The asteroid hits the thernosphere and burns at the surface.
| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - DAY - FLASHBACK

Irina | ooks at the tinmer on the instrument panel.
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| RINA (OVER RADI O
Forty seconds to inpact!

JOHN (VO
Cabin crew, prepare for the leap to
freedom

CATHERI NE ( OVER RADI O)
Roger that, Commander. W're geared
for another rollercoaster.

EXT. OVER GULF OF MEXI CO - DAY

An Anerican E-3 Sentry AWACS is flying over the Gulf of
Mexico at an altitude of fifty-thousand feet.

| NT. COVMUNI CATI ON CABI N OF SENTRY - DAY

The communi cations officer is seated in front of a conputer
consol e, wearing a headset.

OFFI CER ( OVER RADI O
NCRAD, the airspace over the
Yucat an Peninsula is clear of
aircraft.

MAN (VO)
Roger that, Sentry.

| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - DAY - FLASHBACK
Irina | ooks at the tinmer on the instrunment panel.

| R NA (OVER RADI O
Thirty-five seconds to inpact.

ERI C (OVER RADI O
Commander, are you sure the
asteroid' s force of inpact wll
throw us up to the Karman Line?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Yes. It's a matter of about
sixty-two mles. W' ve to stay at
nine thousand mles or fifty
t housand feet above the inpact
zone. That was the altitude the
el ectromagnetic field threw us
here. That is the nesosphere |ayer.
That means it can penetrate nost of
t he at nosphere.

| RINA (OVER RADI O
Excl udi ng the Exosphere, the next
two | ayers bel ow have a conbi ned
t hi ckness of about five hundred
mles. It wll take the asteroid
thirty-three seconds to cross the
| ayers.
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Cat herine | ooks at her in astoni shnment.
| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
John | ooks out the wi ndow and then turns to Davi d.
JOHN ( OVER RADI O

Make sure you'll hold the joystick

tightly. The asteroid will suck us

down nonmentarily.

DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch!

| NT. CABI N OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
Irina glances at the tiner.

| RINA (OVER RADI O
Commander Slater, thirty seconds to

i mpact .
| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS
John pushes the throttle to the maxi mum | evel .
EXT. OVER THE GULF OF MEXI CO- CRETACEQUS PERI GD - CONTI NUOUS

The spacecraft streaks at the speed of fifteen mles per
second.

EXT. YUCATAN PENI NSULA, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - CONTI NUOUS
Quet zal coatl us, a 300-pound bird with a 36-foot w ng span
flies above the Earth. It is joined by many nore flying

di nosaurs. They hunt for preys.

Bel ow, different species of dinosaurs roamthe grassl and.

T. rex run after sauropods and ot her dinosaurs.

The asteroid streaks down fromthe sky and smashes into the
ground. The di nosaurs are w ped out instantly.

The Expl orer crosses the path of the asteroid and is pulled
dowmn with it, spinning around on its horizontal axis.

| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - CONTI NUOUS

The spacecraft shakes as it spins around on its horizontal
axis and starts to fall down to the ground.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Hol d on! The vacuum created by the
asteroid is pulling us down!
Davi d sweats profusely as he holds the joystick tightly.

John doubles up to hold the joystick tightly.
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EXT. YUCATAN PENI NSULA- CRETACEQUS PERI GD - CONTI NUQUS
The cl oud of dust and debris envel ops the peninsula and
shoots up to the sky, catapulting the Explorer into outer
space.
EXT. MESCSPHERE - CONTI NUQUS

The el ectromagnetic field keeps on spinning and sucks in the
Expl orer.

Instantly the spacecraft di sappears.
EXT. YUCATAN PENI NSULA - DAY - PRESENT TI ME

The nucl ear bonb has expl oded and is spreading outward in a
very big fireball

The fire burns everything in its path.

EXT. OVER THE GULF OF MEXI CO - DAY - PRESENT TI ME
The Explorer norphs instantly and plumets to Earth.
| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - DAY

Shaken, John pulls the joystick and the spacecraft |evels
of f.

He | ooks out the wi ndow and sees the spreading fireball that
engul fs the Yucatan Peninsula to his left.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Son of a bitch! The bonb has
expl oded! W' re back hone!
David raises a clenched fist.
DAVI D (OVER RADI O
Long live the United States of
Anmeri cal
They shake hands ent husi astically.
| NT. CABIN OF EXPLORER - DAY
The astronauts rejoice. They enbrace each other tightly.
Catherine and Irina cry as they hug each ot her.
Eric and Edward start to dance on the floor in ecstasy.
EXT. TEXAS GRASSLAND, CRETACEQUS PERI OD - DAY - FLASHBACK
The di nosaurs MOAN as they | ook up the darkening sky. The

cl oud of dust and debris spreads over themuntil it is
total ly dark.
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Pani cki ng, the dinosaurs flee in all directions. A shower of
broken rocks and stones hit them They tunble to the ground
as they are hit one by one. The hail of broken rocks and
stones keep on striking themas they |lay dead on the ground.
The broken rocks and stones pile up over them

I NT. M SSI ON CONTRCOL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - DAY

Jack watches the screen showi ng the explosion of the bonb in
t he Yucatan Peninsul a taken by the E-3 Sentry.

JACK
Ch, ny God!

Henry goes to him He pats Jack on the shoul der.

HENRY
Happy birthday, Jack.

JACK
Thank you. But this tragedy...

HENRY
(interrupting)
It's our fault...

| NT. CONTROL TOWAER- HOUSTON | NT' L Al RPORT - DAY

The chief controller is holding a pair of binoculars. He is
wearing a headset. H s assistant is seated beside him

JOHN (VO
Break, Houston! This is the
Expl orer!

The man i s stunned.

CONTROLLER #1
Explorer, you're comng in |oud and
cl ear!

JOHN (VO
This is Commander John Sl ater!

CONTROLLER #1
You're alive?

JOHN (VO
We're going to nake an energency
I andi ng!

CONTROLLER #1
| thought you're |ost. NASA has
witten you off as mssing in
action.

JOHN (VO
Yes, you're right. But we're now
back.
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The other controller |ooks at his superior in surprise.

CONTROLLER #2
Is this sone kind of a joke?

The chief controller gives himthe binocul ars.

CONTROLLER #1
You better check the sky.

The man raises the binoculars to his eyes and trains themto
t he sout hern sky.

CONTROLLER #2
Dam. It's the Explorer. Over the
@ul f of Mexi co.

The chief controller takes the phone hurriedly.

CONTROLLER #1
Houston, the Explorer is com ng
back!

| NT. M SSI ON CONTROL- JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - CONTI NUOUS
Hol di ng a phone to his lips, Jack is stunned.

JACK
What do you nmean "com ng back"?

CONTROLLER #1
Yes, sir. The Explorer is back!

JACK
Ch, ny God!
(to m ssion specialists)
The Expl orer is back!

The m ssion specialists break into a | oud APPLAUSE.
| NT. FLI GHT DECK OF EXPLORER - DAY

John is holding the joystick tightly as he | ooks at the
altinmeter.

JACK (VO
John, do you read ne?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Roger .

JACK (VO
How did you nmake it?

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
It's a long, long story. You've to
buy your own copy.
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JACK (VO
(1 aughi ng)
| admre your wit. You can stil
make us |augh even in adversity.

JOHN ( OVER RADI O
Laughter is the best nedicine. But
you people in NASA have got a | ot
to explain to the American peopl e.

EXT. HOUSTON- HOBBY | NTER L Al RPORT - CONTI NUOUS

The Explorer glides snoothly into the 12R/ 30L runway and
stops at the end.

The short flight of steps is released automatically.

Fire trucks nove to surround it.

Ambul ances rush to the portside where the door is |ocated.
EXT./INT. CABIN OF EXPLORER - DAY

Teary-eyed, the astronauts |l ed by John wal k out of the door
and negotiate the short steps.

EXT. RUNVAY 12R/ 30L, HOUSTON I NT'L Al RPORT - CONTI NUOUS

Doctors and nurses receive themand bring theminside the
anmbul ances.

The anbul ances bl ow their SIREN as they disperse fromthe
runway.

| NT. VETERI NARY LAB, UCLA - DAY

John and his crewren watch the dinosaur's eggs being laid
i nside an incubator by a veterinarian.

| RI NA
Whose egg is this?

JOHN
It could be a sauropod's, because
it didn't hatch together with the
T. rex eggs.

DAVI D
So there was anot her nest aside
fromthe one we found.

JOHN
That was nost |ikely.

| RI NA
| wish thisis a T. rex, so |l can
bring it home to ny boyfriend when
it gets bigger
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CATHERI NE
(1 aughi ng)
It wll have a very special neal.

| NT. HEARI NG ROOM U. S. CONGRESS - DAY

John and his crewnen are seated in front of the nenbers of
t he House Committee on Science, Space and Technol ogy.

Howar d and Jack are seated at another table. The seats are
filled to capacity. Journalists train their videos and
caneras to the congressnen and the resource persons.

Congressman FRED JACKSON, 65, is seated in the mddle of his
col | eagues behind a I ong sem -circular table.

FRED
Commander Sl ater, why did you
refuse to carry out a | egal order
froma |lawful superior, no |less
than the president of the United
States? You didn't blow up the
bonb.

JOHN
It was a conplicated situation,
Congressman Jackson, sir. W
t hought the asteroid was real. W
di d not have the chance to feel it.

There is an exchange of QU PS anong the audi ence.

FRED
Wy ?

JOHN
Your honor, we were floating in
space, and the asteroid was
spinning on its horizontal axis. W
t hought we would be thrown away if
we attenpted to |and our foot on
it.

Fred exchanges gl ances with his col | eagues.

FRED
But you confirned later that it was
an illusion, and yet you all owed

the bonb to expl ode over the
Yucat an Peni nsul a.

JOHN
Sir, I was also guessing. If it
were real, the dinosaurs woul d have
survived. W woul d have destroyed
the killer asteroid.
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FRED
You believe in the grandfather
par adox?

JOHN

No. We woul d have altered the past
- and the future.

FRED
(to Howard)
Director Wiiteman, why did you send
into space an instrunment that was
faulty in design fromthe
begi nni ng?

HOWARD
Your honor, the Sentinel was
designed to capture inmages fromthe
past. It's some kind of a tine
machi ne.

FRED
Oh, that's not part of the original
design you presented to us during
t he budget heari ng.

HOWARD
We'd to preserve the secrecy of the
m ssi on.

FRED
Well, you're vindicated, except

that you' d caused a | ot of

di spl acenent in the Yucatan

Peni nsul a. We've to conpensate the
Mexi cans.

Congressworman ALI CE LAWRENCE, 56, takes the floor.

ALl CE
Director Wiiteman, why did you cut
t he communi cation link to the
astronauts when you ordered that
the Sentinel be pulled out fromthe
el ectromagnetic field?

HOWARD
Your honor, we wanted to preserve
t he space probe. The data it had
captured was worth the cost. The
United States has kept its lead in
the research on tinme nmachi ne.

Al'ice grins sardonically.
ALl CE

Wiy, do you intend to construct a
wor ki ng tinme machi ne?
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HOWARD
That is not a renote possibility,
your honor.

ALI| CE
Damm. You'll create chaos in this
wor | d.
FRED
(to Alice)

Congr esswoman Lawrence, the United
States is an intellectual country.
W can't stop our people from
pushing into the limts of
scientific discoveries. In the
meantinme, this hearing is

t er m nat ed.

EXT. U S. CAPITOL - DAY

John and his crewnen exit the door and wal k down the tal
stairway. Jack is way behind them

A large cromd is waiting for them waving flags of the
United States.

Sandra makes her way through the crowd and hugs John
tightly.

SANDRA
John, they can never put a good man
down.
John sm | es broadly.
JOHN
They' ve not seen life in Jurassic
Par k.
SANDRA

D d you eat dinosaur's neat?

JOHN
"1l tell you at the dining table.

Sandra jabs himon the side. John waps his arm around her
shoul der.

JOHN
| kept nmy prom se. | have returned.

Jack joins them John shakes hands with him

JOHN
Bel at ed happy birthday, Jack. |
m ssed you for the last sixty-five
mllion years.

Jack LAUGHS heartily.
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JACK
You're a survivor, John. This is
just the beginning...

SANDRA
(interrupting)
You'll kill me, Jack.

JACK
John has nine lives.

SANDRA
He'll eventually run out of I uck.

She grabs John's hand and | eads hi m down the flight of
stairs.

They force their way through the crowd and ride their car as
Jack watches them shaking his head and sm i ng.

The car noves out of the throng.

FADE TO BLACK:
THE END
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