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ACT ONE
| NT. TELEPHONE COWVPANY OFFI CE 1972 - MORNI NG

CRYSTAL., Early twenties, low key, a little naive, slimfrane,
African American.

A large roomw th custonmer service representatives sitting
at their desk, taking orders over the tel ephone. In the
rear of the office is a small mail bin, where the clerks
sort the orders taken by custoner service representatives.
Al so, there are three clerks sitting in the corner of the
roomtyping the installation orders for the installers.

MANAGER
Crystal, | want you to hurry up and
get those orders to the service rep's.
We have custoners waiting for their
service to be connect ed.

CRYSTAL
Il will. | just want to make sure
that | have all the files in the
correct order.

Murmuring to herself
| am doing the best that | can why can't they see that!

MANAGER
What did you say, Crystal ?

(Crystal bends down as if she dropped sonet hing)

CRYSTAL
Oh, nothing just picking up sone
orders that | dropped.

Crystal places the orders on the cart and begins pushing the
cart around the office. She stops in front of the desk of
service representative to pick up the orders that have been
t aken over the tel ephone

SERVI CE REP 1
H Crystal, how are you doi ng today?

Crystal smles.

CRYSTAL
| am doing just fine. Thank you for
aski ng.

SERVI CE REP 1
How is the job comng. Are you
learning it?



CRYSTAL
Yes, although it has been chal |l engi ng.

SERVI CE REP 2
Hey Crystal, | just returned froma
vacation in Los Angel es.

CRYSTAL
How was Los Angeles? Was it nice?

SERVI CE REP 2
It was great! | went all over
California, | took ny kids to
Di sneyl and. Maybe, you shoul d think
about visiting LA sonmeday. | think
you would li ke California.

CRYSTAL
Sounds great. |'ve always wanted to
visit D sneyland. Maybe | will one
day.
A 2nd | evel manager wal ks pass Crystal. He over hears the
conversation. He stops and wal ks over to Crystal.
MANAGER
Un Crystal, can you conme into ny
office, for a fewmnutes. | would

like to talk to you
Crystal nervously pushes the cart into the office,
| NT. A GLASS ENCLOSED OFFI CE WTHI N THE ROOM - DAY

MANAGER
| want to personally wel cone you to
our conpany. You' ve been with us
for a couple of nonths, what | heard
fromyour manager is that you are
doi ng a good | ob.

CRYSTAL
Thank you sir. | try to do the best
that |1 can.

MANAGER
| overheard your conversation with
the service representative. | just

want to make you aware that one of

the benefits of working for the

t el ephone conpany, is that you can

transfer to anyone of our conpanies
within the United States.

Crystal | ooks anazed.



CRYSTAL
Ww, that sounds good. | thought
about traveling one day seeing another
part of the world.

MANAGER
Yes, this would give you the
opportunity to see what it is like
to live in another state. W just
had one of our enployees return after
a year's stay in New York.

Crystal stands to exit the room

CRYSTAL
Thank you for sharing this information
with nme. | wll keep this in mnd.

Crystal returns to work and finishes out her day.
SCENE ONE
I NT. THE KI TCHEN OF HER HOVE - MORNI NG

Crystal is at hone. She is comng downstairs to the kitchen
where she sees her nother cooking breakfast. Crystal nother
is heavyset, in her early forties, with |ong graying hair.
She is a devoted honmenaker.

CRYSTAL
Good norning Mother. Wsat's for
br eakf ast ?

MOTHER
Good norning dear. | just cooked
sone bacon and eggs. How did you

sl eep?

Crystal goes over to the kitchen counter grabs a piece of
bacon and starts eating it while she is talking.

CRYSTAL
| slept good. The best that | have
slept in a long tine.

MOTHER
How was work yesterday? Oh, before
| forget being that today is Saturday,
| want you to put sone clothes in
the cl eaners for ne.

Crystal gets a plate for her food.



CRYSTAL
It was ok, you know one of the
manager's called nme into his office.

Mot her soundi ng curi ous.

MOTHER
VWhat on earth for?
CRYSTAL
Well, the manager said | could

transfer within the conpany to any
state. Just before that one of ny
co-worker's suggested that | should
visit California. Do you think that
is a sign?

Mot her is standing at the kitchen washing dishes, with a
puzzle | ook on her face she turns and | ooks at Crystal.

MOTHER
What kind of a sign? What do you
mean?

CRYSTAL

That | should npbve to anot her state,
like California.

MOTHER
That's ridicul ous you shoul dn't nake
anyt hi ng out of a neani ngl ess
conversation

Father enters the Kitchen. He is nediumbuilt early forties,
with a nustache and small beard. He is a nmenber of the church
with a strong belief in biblical principles.

FATHER
Good norni ng everyone. \What's al
t he conversation about, so early in
t he norni ng.

He wal ks over to his wife kisses her on the cheek.

CRYSTAL
Mom | amjust saying that | am 21
years old and | have a job. | should

be seriously be thinking about getting
my own place. You know there are

| ots of people who are married and
have children at 21. Look you married
Dad at 19.

Mot her puts her hand on her hip Dad interrupts.



FATHER

| am glad you nentioned noving out.

| have been thinking that it is tinme
for you to learn sone responsibility,
i ke paying rent. So far, all | see
you bring into this house is clothes,
shoes, jewelry. Are you saving any
money out of your checks?

Crystal is visibly upset she stands up

CRYSTAL
OCh, | can see | amnot going to win
this argunent. | amgoing out. |
wi |

S
| see you guys later. | am going

otry to catch up with sone of ny
ends, people who understands ne.

FATHER
Go ahead, renenber what | said about
the rules of this house. No com ng
inat 5or 6 am in the norning. |
don't care how good the party gets.

Crystal wal ks out of the kitchen heads toward her roomto
get her car keys and purse.

EXT. DRIVING - EVEN NG

Crystal hops in her car she drives down the street thinking
to herself where should | go. She decides to head over to a
mal e friend of hers. Her friend' s nanme is Basil, he is a
hi gh school dropout. He likes to drink, and party. Crystal
knows that her parents would not approved of him so she has
never brought around her honme nor has she nentioned him
Crystal is drawn to the bad boy type, she thinks that she
can change them She pulls up in front of his house and

bl ows the horn. Basil peeks out of the wi ndow | ooking to
see whose blow ng the horn. He sees that it is Crystal and
conmes out of his house. Basil is a tall guy nedium build,
large afro with a earring in his ear. He has on pants, gym
shoes and no shirt. He opens the car door and gets in.

BASI L
Hey, baby what's happening? D d you
conme to check on papa?

CRYSTAL
| just stopped by to talk, can't you
just listen.

BASI L
VWhat do | |ook |ike a counsel or?
( MORE)



BASI L ( CONT' D)
Al I can do is to offer you sonething
to relax your nerves, like a drink
or sone snoke.

Crystal pushes himon his shoul der.

CRYSTAL
You know | don't get high, | don't
need any of that, Listen | had a
di sagreenent with my parents.

Basi| puts his arm around Crystal
BASI L
We don't need to talk. | got
sonmet hing to ease your anger.

Basil pulls Crystal close to himand kisses her on her neck.
He wants to get intimte, Crystal pushes hi m back.

CRYSTAL
Basi| back off please, | am not ready
for that.

BASI L
That's is your problemyou are never
ready. | don't get you. You cone

around ne tenpting ne but never give
me any play. M brother and his
girlfriend have sex all the tinme and
she is a church girl. Hey, | am
tried of talking if you can't satisfy
me than just |eave.

Basi| opens the car door to get out, Crystal yells at him

CRYSTAL

Go ahead and get out. | don't even
know why | even waste ny tinme com ng
around you. You don't have anything
to offer except drugs and sex. Good
riddens I amgoing to California and
nmeet soneone who is goi ng places
instead of potentially going to

pri son.

Basil is so angry he slans the car door. Crystal drives off
fast barely mss hitting himwth the car.

SCENE TWO
EXT. QUTSIDE IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE. - N GHT



7.

As Crystal pulls up in front of her honme she notices a car

in the driveway. She notices there are a couple of guys
sitting in the car, One of themis her younger brother Johnny.
Johnny is tall nmediumbuilt, |ight brown skinned teenager,
wth a nediumafro his hair is a reddish tone. As she parks
her car on the street she opens her car door steps out and
she could snell the al cohol and marijuana in the air. She

wal ks pass the car toward the house, one of the guys yells

out the w ndow.

QY
Hey, baby want a snoke.

JOHNNY
Man shut up that is ny sister.

Johnny gets out of the car wal ks up to Crystal

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Crystal what's up?

CRYSTAL
Are you nuts sitting in Momand Dad's
driveway getting high. Good thinking
great way to start a fight with them

JOHNNY

| wasn't doing anything w ong.
CRYSTAL

G ve ne a break you reek of al cohol
JOHNNY

Don't judge ne. | know that you

have been seeing that drug deal er

Basil. Word gets around you know.
CRYSTAL

He is not a drug dealer just alittle
m sgui ded. Besides as of today | am
not seeing himanynore. W've better
go into the house before Mom or Dad
hears us and | ooks out the w ndow.

Johnny and Crystal both enter the honme. Johnny's friends
take off in the car.

SCENE THREE
EXT. CHURCH BUI LDI NG STEPS. - MORNI NG
It is Sunday and Crystal is |eaving church along wth her

parents. She sees a childhood friend | eaving at the sane
tine.



CRYSTAL
Sharon, hi how are you? | haven't
seen you in a while. \Were have you

been?

Crystal parents pause on the steps and wait for Crystal while
she visits with her friend.

SHARON
| was in California for a couple of
nmont hs, you know how | like to travel.

Sonet hi ng wonder ful happen to ne
while | was there.

CRYSTAL
VWhat tell me please spare no details.

SHARON
| met this really nice guy and now
we are engaged to get marri ed.

CRYSTAL
Ch, | can't believe it that's
wonderful. | amso happy for you

you are the third person that nention
California to ne, it is sonething
wonder ful about that state. Grl,
you are going to have to tell ne
about it later. | got to go | rode
to church with ny parents. | can't
keep them standing for long. Cal

me | ater Sharon.

Crystal wal ks back to her parents and they all continue to
wal k back to their car.

SCENE FOUR
I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Crystal, Johnny the nother and father are sitting in the
living room Crystal sitting in a chair |ooking through a
magazi ne. Johnny is lying on the floor on a pillow watching
television. The father is reading the newspaper while the
not her is glancing at a recipe book.

MOTHER
Has anyone seen ny ol dest child Kevin.
| haven't seen or heard fromhim
since he noved out a couple of nonths
ago.



CRYSTAL
| haven't seen hide nor hair out of
hi m
FATHER
| have not see himeither.
J OHNNY
| have.
MOTHER
VWher e?
J OHNNY

He was going into sonme fancy
restaurant, with sonme hippy type
| ooking girl.

MOTHER
| sure hope he does not get hinself
into a bad relationship. He falls
so easily in |ove.

FATHER
Well, nen are going to be nen. |
just hope he knows to use sone
protection.

CRYSTAL
Dad please this is the 20th century,
protection is suppose be thought out
by both parties. | hope his
girlfriend is using protection it
goes both ways.

JOHNNY
You know | over boy, just m ght have
a couple of kids already.

MOTHER
Hush Johnny, don't put that news out
t here.

The phone rings Johnny junps up and runs to pick it up. It
is his friend whom he calls his running buddy Mack.

J OHNNY
Hel | o.

MACK (O S.)
Hey, Johnny it's nme Mack. What are
you doi ng right now?



I n the background the Mther yells out.

MOTHER
Johnny, who is that on the tel ephone?

JOHNNY
Nobody, just a friend. Man, | am
chilling here at the crib. What's
goi ng on?

MACK (O S.)
Man, | got sonme stuff here that wll
get you high as a kite. Wy don't
you run over here for a second and |

wll let you try it out. It's a
young | ady over here that wants to
neet you.

JOHNNY

Right now, | ain't got no gas noney.
Let ne see if | can borrow a car.
Check you out later bro.

Johnny hangs up the tel ephone.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Dad can | borrow your car?

DAD
You al ready know ny answer, before
you even ask.

CRYSTAL
Don't bother asking me. The answer
i's no!

Johnny calls his friend Mack back.

J OHNNY
Mack | can't make it, | can't borrow
a car.

MACK (O S.)

Don't worry I will have Eddie pick
you up. Just be waiting outside
your house.

JOHNNY
Man, | don't like to ride in the car
with himhe is always so jittery.
Tell Eddie that I will be waiting
out si de t hough.

Johnny wal ks toward the front door to |eave.
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