Qur Little Cupids
By
Hodan Ahmed



I NT. JOHN S HOUSE- SUMMER DAY

A woman, REBBECCA, 32 is coming out the kitchen - carrying a
bi rt hday cake. People are singing the birthday song. The
cake finally arrives at the birthday boy table, Johnny, just
turned 11. His father, JOHN, 36 is standing next to him
hol di ng a vi deo camera.

As the song ends, JOHNNY bl ows out the candles. People are
cl appi ng and wi shing him"happy birthday".

In front of JOHNNY, we see two young wonen, CASSIE and CATHY
fraternal tw ns, 30, standing together, smling.

CASSIE is tall, blond, tall and beautiful. She is a retired
nmodel , with a fabulous outfit and an expensi ve channel
sungl asses.

CATHY, a red head, is not as tall as CASSIE, but she is
beautiful as well.Cathy has her own business as an event
pl anner .

JOHNNY runs to these wonen, his aunts. CATHY hugs him
CASSI E strokes his hair.

CASSI E AND CATHY
(At the same tine)

Happy birthday, Johnny!
JOHNNY
(At his aunties )
Thank you.

CUT TO

EXT. JOHNNY’ S HOUSE- LATE AFTERNOON

The party is finishing.

CASSI E and CATHY are leaving - they imediately split and
wal k towards their cars. There is sonething cold and

di stance between the two sisters.

As they entered their cars, they waved to their brother, who
was standing at the door with his w fe, REBBECCA

He enbraces his wife with hugs and ki sses. The sisters drove
away, one east, the other west.

MONTAGE:



| NT. SPECI AL DAY- DAY

Throughout the building we see the conpany’s nane " SPECI AL
DAY" .

CATHY is overseeing a neeting with her staff at a conference
room We see a pictures of party roons, flowers, cattery and
decoration itens.

| NT. RESTAURANT- DAY

CASSIE is dining with on older man, RAY G LMORE. He is
wooi ng her with expensive di nner and an expensi ve neckl ace.
RAY is married, he is wearing a weddi ng ring.

| NT. CLUB-LATE
A VEEK LATER

CASSIE is sitting at a VIP-section with couple high class
people. Some nen are fighting for her attention.

Her phone is buzzing at the table, but she doesn’t see it.

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- LATE NI GHT

CATHY i s sl eeping, al one. The phone rings couple tinmes, but
it takes her couple rings, before she realizes it. She turns
on the light and | ooks at the nunber.

CATHY
Wo is calling nme at this hour?
(at the phone)
It better be good...who is this?

DOCTOR RODGER( 0S)
Hello, is this Cathy Cooper?

CATHY
Yes. Who is this?

DOCTOR RODGER( OS)
My nane is Doctor Rodger. | am
calling fromHospital and I am
afraid | have bad news. Your
brot her John and his w fe Rebbecca
were in a car accident.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

CATHY
Oh ny god...how are they?
(She sits)

DOCTOR RODGER( OS)
| am afraid not good, Ms Cooper.
John and Rebbecca died at the
crash, | amsorry to tell you over
t he phone, but | need you to be
prepared when you cone here. W
have their son at the hospital and
he is going to need you.

CATHY
Johnny, how is he doing? Is he
alright?

DOCTOR RODGER( OS)
He doesn’t have any physi cal
injury, however, he was at the
acci dent and he hasn’t spoken since
he arrived. Wuld it be possible
for you to come now?

CATHY
O course...l amon ny way. Gve ne
30 m nut es.

She hangs up and rushes to her closet and grabs a t-shirt
and j eans.

CATHY
Cassi el

She dials her sister nunber. No answer. She tries again,
still no answer. She continuous to get ready, grabs her
phone and her bag and hurries out of the door.

CUT TGO

EXT. CATHY BUI LDI NG

CATHY energes fromthe building. The phone is ringing. She
is struggling to find the phone and wal k at the same tine.
She stops and takes the phone out of her bag.

It is Cassie.

CATHY
Cassi e. .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

CASSI E (05)
(loud rnusic on the background)
What is wong? Wiy are you calling
me so |late.

CATHY
It is John, he..
CASSI E (0S)
What? | can’t hear you?
CATHY
| said...It is John!

(She screans on the phone)

CASSI E (0S)
VWhat about hin? Is he OK?

CATHY has hard tine breathing.

CATHY
No...he.. He is dead, Cassie. He and
Rebbecca died in a car crash.

CASSI E (0S)
What ? Are you kidding ne? If this
is ajoke, it is not funny.

CATHY

Joke. ..

(She is getting frustrated )
Listen, | need to go the
Hospital ...Johnny is at the
hospital al one. Meet ne at Genera
Hospital ... R GHT NOW

(She hangs up and runs. )

CUT TGO

| NT. HOSPI TAL- ER

CATHY is rushing to the hospital, into the ER As she
approaches the information desk, she sees JOHNNY, sitting at
the waiting area.

He | ooks miserable, clothes torn, sone scratches on his
face. His eyes were red from crying.

As he | ooks up to her, she rushes to his side. He doesn’t

nove fromhis chair. Just sits there. She hugs himtightly,
checks for any physical injury.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY
Are you OK? Are you hurting
anywher e?
He shakes hi s head.
CATHY
| am so sorry, honey. | am so

sorry. Don't worry, auntie is here
and | will take care of you.

He starts to cry.

CASSI E
Johnny. .. Cat hy?

They turn to see Cassie standing a feet away, tears rolling.
She wal ks towards them and kneel s down to her nephew. The
t hree of them hug.

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT
3 MONTH LATER

CATHY and JOHNNY enter the apartnent carrying bags - JOHNNY
is noving in. He | ooks around the apartnment, it is not a
typi cal apartment for young children, everything is white
and expensi ve.

CATHY
So, what do you think? (PAUSE)

| know, i know...it is a bit nuch.
Still 1l ooking around, he shrugs his shoul der.

CATHY
kay...why don’t you put the stuff
in your room..right at the hal
and i amgoing to call auntie
Cassi e and see where she is.

He grabs a bag and wal ks t hrough the hallway and stops at
picture of his parent. It is their wedding picture. Wen he
sees CATHY watching him with a worried | ook on her face, he
wal ks to the room

As CATHY di al s CASSI E nunber, the doorbell rings, it is her,
al so carryi ng bags.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY
(whi speri ng)

| was just calling you. You are
late...i wanted you to be here,
when we arrived.

CASSI E
| know, i know, the traffic was bad
and i didn’'t realize how nuch junk

i had.
(she hands couple bags to
Cat hy and grabs sonme hersel f)
How i s he?

CATHY
Still not tal king.
CASSI E
Poor Johnny...it is going to take

some tine.

(she 1 ooks around the

apart nent)
Ni ce pl ace. (PAUSE)So, where is ny
roonf

Cathy points to a roomnext to Johnny.
CATHY
You settle down and i amgoing to
order sone di nner for us.

CUT TGO

| NT. DI NIl NG ROOM EVENI NG
The three of themare sitting, eating Chinese food.

CASSI E
Do you like the food, Johnny?

He nods, yes.
CATHY and CASSI E share a gli npse.
CATHY
So, tonmorrow is your first day at
t he new school. Are you nervous?

No response, just stares at his food.

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI E
Well, it is normal to be nervous,
but i amsure you wll nmake friends
qui ckly.

( PAUSE)

Cathy, will bring you in the
norning and i will pick you up.

CATHY
Do you have any questions or
concerns for us?

He shakes hi s head.
CUT TO

| NT. CATHY BEDROOM LATE NI GHT

Exhaust ed, CATHY wal ks to her bed and turns off the
ni ghtstand | anp. She covers herself with the bl anket.

Just when she cl oses her eyes - |loud nusic cones from
CASSI E' S bedroom She is annoyed.

She waits and waits and waits for Cassie to turn off the
musi c. CATHY junps out of her bedroom and wal ks to the
door, but just then CASSIE turns off the nusic. She wal ks
back to her bed, now she hears CATHY | oud voice, fighting on
t he phone.

CATHY
(at hersel f)
K, Cathy, this is the first
night...take a deep breath and | et
it go.

She puts the pillow on her ears.

CUT TO

| NT. CASSI E BEDROOM LATE NI GHT

Layi ng on her stonmach, waving her legs, CASSIE is tal king on
t he phone.

CASSI E
(angry ) _
| cant believe you are canceling
our trip. (PAUSE)Are you going with
your wi fe. (PAUSE)Listen, if you
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI E (cont’ d)
cancel our trip, because of your
w fe, you better |ose ny nunber.

She hangs up the phone.

CASSI E
BASTARD!

She turns off her |ight.

I NT. JOHNNY SCHOOL- EARLY MORNI NG

CATHY and JOHNNY are standing in front of his school. CATHY
strokes his hair.

CATHY
Are you ready?( PAUSE)
(she leans down to him
| gave you ny cell nunber and ny

of fice nunber, i want you to cal
me, if you need ne... for anything.
He nods. K

A man, LEONARD, 30, with his daughter, LENNY, 11, wal ks
behi nd CATHY.

LEONARD
Cathy, is that you?
CATHY
(recogni zing his voice, closes
her eyes)
Leo?
(she turns around)
Hey.

LEONARD
(he | ooks happy to her)
Ww, this is amazing...how | ong has
it been...12 years?

CATHY
(unhappy, coul d carel ess)
Sonet hing like that?
(she gl ances to his daughter)

LEONARD
Oh, this is ny daughter, Lenny.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY
(at Lenny)
Hello, it is nice to neet you.
(at Leonard)
She i s beautiful.

LEONARD
Thank you
( PAUSE)
And who is this?
(at j ohnny)

CATHY
(unconf ort abl e)
Ch... this is Johnny.

A teacher, Mss Mary wal ks to them

M SS MARY
Good norni ng, folks.

They all greeted the teacher - except JOHNNY, who stares at
t he ground.

M SS MARY
| wll take the kids from here.
Hel l o Johnny, it is nice to see you
agai n.

CATHY
Ohm . .should i..

M SS MARY
It is OK..i will take it from
her e.

(she touches Cathy shoul der,

trying to ease her)

Cat hy nods OK. The children and M SS MARY di sappear
into the building.

Cathy turns around to Leo.

CATHY
Well, it was nice to see you. |
have to go, i amlate for work.
LEONARD
kay...see you later.
CATHY
Oh, Leo (PAUSE)Johnny is not ny
son, he is ny nephew. | amonly
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY (cont’ d)

telling you, so we don’t have
unconfortable nonent in front of
hi m

LEONARD

Unconfortable...Wy?

It

CATHY
is long story...bye.

She turns around and rushes to her car.

| NT. CASSI E BEDROOW DAY

CASSI E, | aying on her bed, takes off her nmask,

t he cl ock.
It is noon.
She puts her mask back on. Her cell is ringing.
CASSI E
Yeah. .

JENNY G LMORE (OS)

Who is this?

CASSI E

Cassi e? Who is this?

It takes JENNY a nonent to respond.

JENNY G LMORE ( OS)

amJenny Glnore...Ray’'s w fe.

(Cassie junps up and takes off
t he mask)

need you to stay away from ny

husband.

CASSI E
...

The phone is di sconnect ed.

10.

CUT TGO

and | ooks at



11.

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- EARLY EVENI NG

CATHY wal ks into the apartnent, nusic is playing |loudly, and
the apartment is nmessy. CASSIE is |aying on the sofa,
readi ng US nagazi ne.

CASSI E
Hey, how is work?
(scream ng over the rmnusic)

CATHY
It was OK. (PAUSE) How i s Johnny?

CASSI| E
VWhat !

CATHY wal ks to the radio and turns off the nusic.

CATHY
How i s Johnny? How was he when you
pi cked from school ?

CASSI E
He was fine - quite as usual.
(PAUSE) So, i ran into Leo.

CATHY wal ks to the kitchen and starts to clean the ness.
CASSIE follow her into the kitchen. She opens the fridge and
takes out a bottle water.

She | eans against the fridge and takes a sip of the drink,
ignoring CATHY' S frustrated face.

CASSI E
So. .. (PAUSE) Whien was the last tine
you saw hi nf?

CATHY
Since high school. Did he eat
anyt hi ng?

CASSI E
Yes, he ate two slices of pizza.
Why are you changing the subject?

She opens the trash can, it is full. She takes out the bag
and hands it to CASSIE.
CATHY
Do ne a favor and clean after

your sel f.

CATHY | eaves the kitchen. CASSIE picks up the trash, the bag
is so full, it breaks.

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI E
SHI T!

CUT TGO

| NT. THE HALLWAY- SAME

CASSIE throws the trash into the trash room and wal ks back
to the apartnent.

Coupl e doors away - a man, GEORGE, 32 cones out of his
apartnent. CASSIE sees GEORCE - it takes her second, but she
she recognizes him Sw ftly, CASSIE |eans agai nst the wal
and slowly wal ks to her door. He doesn’t see CASSIE, she

qui ckly opens the door and gets into the apartnent.

CASSI E
OH My GODI OH WY GCOD!

CATHY
What are you doi ng?

CASSI E
| can’t believe it? Dd you know?
Did you know that Ceorge |ives
right next to you?

CATHY
Chm . .you nean George Firestone?

CASSI E
No, George C ooney. .. YEAH
(Cathy wal ks to the kitchen
and Cassie follows her)
Way the hell, didn't you tell ne
that George Firestone lives in this
bui | di ng?

CATHY
Wiy does it matter? Way shoul d you
care if Ceorge |lives here?

CASSI E
Have you seen himor talked to
hi nf?(PAUSE) Is he still married?

CATHY
No, he has been divorced for 2
years. (PAUSE)it is funny, we see
both George and Leo after all these
years, huh

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

CASSI| E
Yeah, it is hilarious.

CASSI E goes to her bedroom and sl ans the door behind her.

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY BEDROOM LATE NI GHT

Layi ng on her bed, staring at the ceiling, CATHY waits, yet
again, for the nmusic to stop. She glances to the clock, it
is 12:30am Angry, she gets out of the bed and into the
hal | way.

CUT TGO

I NT. JOHNNY' S BEDROOM SAME NI GHT

Unable to sleep, Johnny is laying in bed, staring at his
parents picture. He put the picture under his pillow

He hears the nusic comng from CASSIE S room

CUT TGO

| NT. THE HALLWAY- SAME NI GHT

CATHY, nore aggravated now, tries to open CASSIE S door, but
it is closed. She first knocks it softly, no response. She
knocks agai n, harder.

CATHY
OPEN THE DOOR!

CASSI E opens the door.

CASSI E
Yes?

CATHY
I Tis 12:30AM Turn off the nusic
or use a damm headphone. | am

trying to sl eep here and you have a
little boy sl eeping next your
bedr oom

CASSI E
(she rolls her eyes)
VWhat ever, Cathy!
(she cl oses the door at her)

( CONTI NUED)
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Cat hy bangs on the door, hard. Johnny opens his door and
stares at his aunt.

CATHY
It is OK sweetie, just go back to
bed.

EXT. JOHNNY SCHOOL- EARLY MORNI NG,

CATHY wat ches as JOHNNY wal ks into the building. Lenny is
running after him

Cat hy | ooks around for LEO and sees hi mwal ki ng towards her.

CATHY

(1 nmpassi vel y)
Hel | o.

LEONARD
Good norning. So, how does Johnny
feel about the school ?

CATHY
| don’t know...he doesn't
tal k, so. .

LEONARD
Yes, i know, Cassie, nentioned it.

| saw her yesterday.

CATHY
Ri ght.
(small smle)

LEONARD
| amsorry to hear about your
brother and his wfe.

CATHY
(in hurry)
Yeah...thanks. | have to go to
wor K.

She tries to wal k away. ..

LEONARD
Cat hy? Please let ne know if you
need help with Johnny. | know the
whol e parenting is new to you and
Cassi e.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY
Thanks. See ya...

LEONARD
Bye.

CUT TGO

| NT. SPECI AL DAY- DAY

Cathy is sitting at her big, fancy office. She is typing
sonet hi ng.

A wonman, RACHAEL, 30, cones into the office and sits at a
chair facing her.

RACHAEL
The client, also called the bitch,
has yet agai n changed t he nenu.

CATHY doesn’t | ook up and just pretends to listen.

RACHAEL ( CONTD)

This is the third tine, she is
changing... THHRD. UUUGGEE!! You
want to hear another crazy request
fromthe bride? She wants everyone
to wear black. Everyone! The staff,
t he guest and the..

(PAUSE) Are you listening?

CATHY
| amsorry...yes. She changed her
m nd. | know, just charge her
extra.

RACHAEL

(1 osing patient)
Charge her extra! It is not about

t he noney.
CATHY
It is not?
(still looking at her
conput er)
RACHAEL

No, girl. It is about...(PAUSE)Wat
is so inportant?

She quickly glances to Cathy’s conputer, who is | ooking
t hrough LEONARD face book site.

( CONTI NUED)
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Enbarrassed, CATHY, exits the site.

RACHAEL

Isn’t that Leo, from high school ?
CATHY

Maybe?
RACHAEL

Wiy are you suddenly interested in
him | thought you hated him-- for
sone unknown reason.

CATHY
| don’t hate him W were actually
great friends back in high school.

RACHAEL
| know...al nost as cl ose as we
were, until last day of high school

and suddenly you couldn’t stand
him |Is he back in the picture?

CATHY
No. Yes. | am nean, not |ike that,
hi s daughter goes to the sane
school as Johnny.

RACHAEL
Daughter, really. How does he | ook?
|s he married?

CATHY
| don’t know...l don’t know why it
even matters. He actually offered
to help us with Johnny.

RACHAEL
That is nice of him It sounds |ike
he is the sane Leo.

CATHY
It does, doesn't?
(pause)

Now, what did you say about
everyone wearing bl ack?

MONTAGE:



17.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT

John wat ches his aunts in the mdst of another fight.

| NT. WHOLE FOOD- DAY

The trios are shopping, debating every item JOHNNY grabs
junk food, CASSIE grabs diet food, and CATHY | ooks for
necessary food, such as mlk, bread. She rolls her eyes on
her sister choices.

EXT. STREET- DAY

CASSI E and JOHNNY are wal king from school to home. Wen
they turned the corner, CASSIE catches GEORGE com ng out of
their building. She hides behind the trees, JOHNNY rolls his
eyes.

VARI QUS MONTAGES: different scenes of CASSI E and CATHY
fighting.

| NT. CATHY LIVING N GHT

CATHY
| have always tried to be |enient
and gave you sone kind of break. as
if you are the only person who
suffered by our parents and their
| ack of f gui dance. You are not ny
youngest sister and it is not ny
responsibility to shield you from
t he darkness. W are tw ns.
experienced as nmuch as pain as you
did. Where is ny support and the
shoul der to cry on. \Wen you are
running after sonme guy...|l was here
al one...mssing ny other half.

CASSI E
What are you tal ki ng about?! You
had Leo and John. You did not give
a danm about ne. You never call ed.
You never enmmil ed or contact ne
t hr ough any conmuni cati on net hod
t hat was nan made.

CATHY
Last | checked. That works both
ways. Per haps your |ine was busy
with | atest nman who bought you sone
expensi ve nust have item

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI E
Jeal ous nuch

CATHY

Yeah! Sure. Wiy don’t | just color

nmy hair blond, wear some slutty

cl othes and | ose sonme |IQ

18.

Cathy stops. Cassie was visibly hurt. She quickly turns,

hi di ng her tears.

somet hi ng

stops her.

| NT. BATHROOM NI GHT

Cassie wanted to run after

her,

but

CATHY and CASSIE are yet again in the mdst of another

fight.

CASSI E
You have to renenber--1 amnot a
charity case. | am here to hel p.

had a |life before | cane here.

CATHY
Oh really! As if | didn't. |
ask you to be here.

CASSI E
What |ife?! You had not hi ng!
CATHY
No, darling Sister. You had
not hi ng! | have good friends,

conmpany and ny own apartnent.
know what you can do for me?

CASSI| E
What ?!

CATHY

didn't

a
You

Go back to your mserable little

life!

CATHY stornms away. I n anger, CASSIE squeezes the tube in her
hand, which explodes in her face.

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- EARLY EVENI NG

CATHY enters the apartnent,

bri ef case.

carrying di nner and her

Again, the apartnment is nmessy and chaotic.

CASSIE is laying on her sofa, watching TV.

( CONTI NUED)
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Angry, CATHY dunps the food on the coffee table and turns
off the TW.

CATHY
Do i really have to cone to a | oud
dirty place every single day!

CASSI E
Do you really have to be such a
nag? Why are you acting |ike you
are ny older sister. W are tw ns,
for Pete sake. Stop ordering ne
ar ound!

CATHY
Cassie, it has been several weeks,
since you noved in and all you do
is sit, eat and nake a ness of
everything. | amsick and tired of
this...!

CASSI E
(she cuts her off)
| amtired of you. Wien i said
will move in, it didn't mean, i
follow all your ridiculous rules. |
noved in to help wi th Johnny, not
to be criticized.

CATHY
Hel p! How exactly are you hel ping
wi th Johnny? Al you do - is pick
hi m up from school ?

CASSI E
OH REALLY!

CATHY
YES!

CASSI E

You know, i am sick of your perfect
life and your perfect apartnent,
wi th these annoying rul es.

CATHY
VELL, i am..!

JOHNNY
STOP | T!
(he screans crying, standing
behi nd t hem

CASSI E and CATHY exchange a | ook of incredulity.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY
Oh ny Cod..

CASSI E
You are talking.

JOHNNY
Yes, i amtal king. Can you pl ease
stop scream ng
(he sits down at the sofa)

CATHY
| amso sorry...you had to hear us
scream

JOHNNY

You al ways scream at each ot her.
They | ooked at him m serably.

CASSI E
W are sorry sweetie.
(she kneel s down to him and
hugs him
W are just so glad to hear your
vVoi ce.

CATHY
(full with joy)
We need to celebrate. Lets order
some food.
(she wal ks to the kitchen and
as she arrives...)
OH Wy GOD

CASSI E and JOHNNY rush to the kitchen. The kitchen is
floated with inches of foam CATHY turns to CASSI E.

CATHY
What happened?

CASSI E
How woul d i know?

CATHY
What did you use in the di shwasher?

CASSI E
What kind of question is that? As
if i had never used a di shwasher in

ny life...

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY wal k through the foam- the floor is slippery, she
tries to hold on the counter, but |oses her balance - falls
right on her butt. CASSIE rushes to help her, but also falls
and | ands next to her sister. JOHNNY watching all this,
bursts into laughter. First irritated, but the twins smled
at each other. This is the first time JOHNNY | aughed so
hard, since his parents death. The sister |laughed with
JOHNNY.

At the corner of the kitchen we see a |aundry detergent.

CUT TGO

| NT. KI TCHEN- EVENI NG

CASSIE is cleaning the kitchen, while CATHY is unw ndi ng
with a glass of a wine at the |living room

CUT TO

I NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOM NI GHT

CASSI E is tuggi ng JOHNNY, she kisses himon the forehead and
sm | es.

JOHNNY
Can i ask you sonet hi ng?
(she nods her head)
Do you really hate auntie Cathy?

CASSI E
O course not...we are sisters.

JOHNNY
Why do you fight so nuch?

CASSI E
That is what sone sisters do.

He | ooks confused.

CASSI E
Goodnight. | | ove you.

JOHNNY
| | ove you too.

CUT TGO



22.

I NT. LI VI NG ROOM SAME NI GHT

CASSIE is | ooking through their famly al bunms, Cathy wal ks
towards to her and sits next to her.

CATHY
What are you doi ng?

She smiles at a picture of themat a young age and touches
the picture gently.

CASSI E
| can’t believe we used to be this
cl ose.

CATHY
(at a picture of a young John)
Yeah. | guess, things have changed.

CASSI E
Johnny asked ne, if i hated
you...it broke ny heart.

CATHY
(smles)
| know how you feel...he asked ne
t he same questi on.

CASSI E
He di d?
(small smle)
Wiy are we so distant...what
happened to us? | can’t renenber,
when we tal ked |ike sisters,w thout
fighting.

CATHY
Who knows? It seens so silly after
John and Rebbecca’ s deat h.

CASSI E
| can’t believe they are gone.

They stopped abruptly when a picture of a worman falls from
the al bum The woman is blond and | ooks |ike CASSIE.

CATHY
VWhere did that conme from..?

CASSI E
| have no idea. Look at her.
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CATHY
You start to ook like her, the
ol der you get.

CASSI E
| guess, i do. | haven't seen her
pi cture since...
CATHY
| know...nme too.
CASSI E
Do you think...?
CATHY
What ?
CASSI E

Do you think, we should call our
parents? Tell them about Johnny.

CATHY
What ?!' You nust be j oking!

CASSI E
They were his parents.

CATHY
Parents. That is a joke. They
didn't care when he was alive. H's
marriage. His son. Qur lives, for
Pet esake!

smal | pause.

CASSI E
(sighs)
Maybe, you are right. W don't even
know how to contact them or whet her
they are alive.

CASSI E puts the picture back into the album and closes it.
They continue to sit in silence,busy wth the nenories of
t hei r not her.

EXT. STREET- DAY

CASSIE is taking a stroll around the city, carrying somne
shoppi ng bag. As she is wal king by a restaurant, she catches
a couple sitting next to the window. It is RAY and his wife
JENNY. CASSIE froze and stares at the "happy couple”. She
felt |ike sonething punched her stomach. A smling RAY turns

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 24.

to her and stared at her like she was invisible. He
continuous talking to his wife as if nothing happened. Wth
tears in her eyes, CASSIE runs off.

CUT TGO

EXT. STREET- DAY

CASSI E, JOHNNY and LENNY are wal king from school. The kids
are couple feet behind CASSIE

She stops abruptly when she sees GECRCE crossing the street
and hides from him The KIDS exchange weird | ooks.

LENNY
(whi speri ng)
What is she doi ng?
JOHNNY
(pointing at CGeorge in the
di st ance)
She is hiding fromhim
LENNY
Why ?
He shrugs his shoulder; | don’t know.

CASSI E sees the kids staring at her.
CASSI E
(apol ogetic snile)
Sorry kids...just playing. Lets go.
The ki ds shake their head.
LENNY
Adul ts can be so childish
sonet i nes.

JOHNNY, agreeing, nods his head.

EXT. GEORGE' S APARTMENT- DAY

CEORGE, pacing around his balcony, is dialing a nunber. The
phone is ringing. No response.

W hear the answer nachi ne:
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A WOVAN VO CE

| amsorry, i mssed your call.
Pl ease | eave your nunber and nane
and i wll call you as soon as
possi bl e.
BEEP
GEORGE
(It takes hima second to
| eave a nessage)
| amsorry. | amso sorry. | am so
sorry.
BEEP
GEORGE
SHI T!

Frustrated, it took all he had not to through the phone over
t he bal cony.

He hits the redial button.
CUT TO

| NT. CATHY’ S BATHROOM DAY

CATHY, wearing a facial mask and rollings in her hair, is
trying to panper herself.

She wi pes the mi sty bathroommrror and stares at herself,
| ooking I'i ke a hot ness.

She hears the doorbell ringing.

CATHY
Finally, it is about tine.

CUT TGO

| NT. FOYER- DAY
She rushes to the door.
CATHY
Were have you been? | have been
calling for tw hours?

It is LEQ standing at the door, |ooking handsone. |In shock,
she sl ans the door back on him
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CATHY
(whi speri ng)
Shit. Shit.

LEONARD( OS)
Hel | o, Cat heri ne!

CATHY
Leo, what are you doi ng here?

LEONARD( OS)
| cane to pick up ny daughter

She opens the door, enbarrassed, but didn’t show.

CATHY
Lenny? Lenny is not
here...Actually, no one is here.

LEONARD
(he |l ooks at his watch)
| mght be alittle bit
early. (PAUSE) Cassie told ne to
nmeet them here.

CATHY
Did she? She didn’t say anything to
me. (PAUSE)Well, cone in.

LEONARD
Are you sure? | wasn’'t sure, i was
wel cone - | believe you just

sl anmed the door in ny face.
She feigns a smle, as she escorts himto the |living room

LEONARD ( CONTD)
Ni ce pl ace.

CATHY
Thank you. (PAUSE) Pl ease rel ax, |
wll be back in a nonent.

CUT TGO
| NT. CATHY’ S BATHROOM SAME DAY

CATHY, quickly closes the door behind and | ooks at the
mrror. She is nortified.
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CATHY
Yes, i had to look like this.

She washes of her face, takes of the rolls, and quickly
brushes her hair. She | ooks her face once nore, and pinches
her cheeks and puts on a lip gl oss.

CUT TO

I NT. CATHY LI VI NG - SAME DAY

LEO grins as she returns - CATHY | ooks ravi shing now in her
whi te dress.

She sits a seat further fromhim |egs crossed, arns on her
| ap and | ooki ng around the room

LEONARD
So, how is everything?

CATHY
(blank smle)
Fi ne, thanks.

LEONARD
Johnny, seens to be adjusting
better.

CATHY
Yes, he is.

Bot h unconfortable - the silence is unbearable.

LEONARD
| heard you have your own busi ness.
Event planning. Howis it going?

CATHY
Good.

LEONARD
Ww, you answers are getting
shorter and shorter. (PAUSE)Wat is
wong with you?

CATHY shifts unconfortably in her seat - playing with her
dress.

CATHY
(agitated)
| don’t know what are you talking

about ?
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(she gets up)
Wul d you like some thing to drink?

She wal ks to the kitchen, he foll ows.

LEONARD
Wiy are you being so col d?
CATHY
(she opens the fridge)
Wat er, coke. ..

He gets closer to her.

LEONARD
| don’t want a goddamm drink. |
want to know what is so bad that i
did , that still nakes you hate ne
after all these years.

CATHY

(angry)
You know- -

They are standing very close now. Tension is getting higher.

LEONARD

(angry)
Don’ t you think..

CASSIE and the children enter the apartnent, hearing the
scream

CASSI E
(clearing throat)
I s everything OK?

CATHY and LEONARD, enbarrassed, quickly nove from each ot her.

CATHY
Hel | o ki ds.

LEONARD

Ki ds? Cassie?

(smal | pause)
Vell, we have to go. Thank you
Cassi e.

(he strokes Johnny’s hair)
See you tonorrow, buddy.

(turns to Cathy)
Cat hy. . . by.

She waves goodbye.
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When they left, both CASSIE and JOHNNY stare at CATHY,
wai ting for explanation - she just wal ks away.

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY BEDROOM LATE NI GHT
CATHY is laying on her bed, struggling to sleep.

CASSI E opens the door slightly - comes in the room and
starts wal king softly to her bed.

CASSI E
(whi speri ng)
Are you awake?

CATHY
Yes.

She wal ks to her bed and sits beside her, |ooking around the
room Cathy turns the |ight.

CASSI E
What is going on, Cathy? Wiy are
you so angry with Leo? (LONG PAUSE)
| really wanted to hel p, you know.
| amtrying to be a sister.

CATHY
It is nothing...it is in the past.

CASSI E
It doesn’t look |ike that. I
remenber you and hi mwere very
cl ose. | always believed he was in
| ove with you

CATHY
(rolls her eyes)
Yes...i renenber you used to tease

me about that.

CASSI E
So, why are you being so cold? You
guys were good friends - best
friends, as a matter of fact.
What ever happened, let it go. You
are not little teenagers anynore.

CATHY
HA... you are the one to
tal k. (PAUSE) Aren’t you the one, who
is scared to face Ceorge?
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She | ooks

CASSI E
That is different. Leo and you were
friends, George and I...we...i

don’t know what we were. Besides,
Leo is nmuch better man, than Ceorge
ever was. Ceorge is a heart

br eaker.

CATHY
| don’t think, he is like that
anynore. (PAUSE)Not since that
i ncident...

at her. What incident?

CATHY ( CONTD)
Are you serious? You don’t know
what happened to hin? (PAUSE) He
| ost his baby. (PAUSE)It was
horrible thing...couple years
ago, early norning, he was supposed
to take his baby to the childcare
on his way to work, but apparently
he forget about the baby, until the
not her calls, during lunchtinme. The
baby died in the car.

CASSIE, in shock, puts her hand on her heart.

CASSI E
That is horrific.Poor CGeorge, i
can’t imagine, how he felt. What
happened to his wife?

CATHY
| guess, the guilt and the bl ane,
made it hard for them

CASSI E | ays next to her sister.

CASSI E
Gosh, the things we take for
gr ant ed.

CATHY
| know.

30.



31.

| NT. GEORGE' S APARTMENT- NI GHT

GEORCE is laying down on the sofa, drinking. He had a drink
on one hand and a picture in the other. A picture of his
ex-w fe and his daughter. GEORCE pain is pal pable. He

conti nuously drinks - trying to wash off his pain and guilt.
| NT. LENNY’ S BEDROOM DUSK

LENNY and JOHNNY are working on a science project.

JOHNNY keeps | ooking up, to a picture of Leonard.

LENNY
What ? You keep staring at ny dad’s
pi cture.

JOHNNY

Do you think, your dad and Cathy
used to date?

LENNY
| don’t know. Why?

J OHNNY
Don’t you think that they were
acting weird, when they are
t oget her ?

LENNY
| know what you nean.
( PAUSE)
| will be back

A nonment |ater, LENNY conmes back, with an old high schoo
al bum and sits next to JOHNNY.

They scroll through the book and stop at a picture of CATHY
and LEONARD, they were about 17 years old. They | ook happy
and very close, CATHY is smling at the canmera, and LEONARD
is | ooking at CATHY.

LENNY
WOW [ ook at them

J OHNNY
Yeah. ..

They stare at the picture for a second - trying to see any
resenbl es of the current people.
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LENNY
| wonder what happened.
(PAUSE) Maybe ny dad met mnmy nom

J OHNNY
| s your dad seei ng anyone?

She shakes her head.

JOHNNY ( CONTD)
Neither is my aunt.

They | ook at each other, devilishly.

LENNY
Are you thinking, what i am
t hi nki ng?
(he nods his head)

They sm | ed.

I NT. DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT

CATHY, CASSIE and JOHNNY are sitting, eating their dinner.
It is very quite, everyone is busy with their thoughts.

JOHNNY
| Iike Lenny’ s dad.

The two sisters | ook at each other, CASSIE sm |l es.

CASSI E
Do you? (PAUSE) That is great.

J OHNNY
Yeah...Do you like him Auntie
Cassi e?

CASSI E
| do...he is an old friend.

JOHNNY
How about you?
(at Cat hy)

CATHY
Yes, sure...|l like himjust fine.

JOHNNY
(still at Cathy)
He is really nice to ne. He told ne
he will take ne to a gane next
week, is that not nice of hin®
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CATHY doesn’t respond, she continuous to eat.

CASSI E
Yes, it is very nice of him Don’t
you t hink, Cathy?

CATHY
Can we just eat, please? Lets enjoy
the di nner aunt Cassie prepared for
us today.

Di sappoi nted, he eats his food.

CUT TO

I NT. LEONARD S DI NNI NG RCOM

LEONARD and his daughter are eating dinner, LENNY just kept
| ooki ng at her father.

LENNY
Ni ce dinner, daddy.

LEONARD
Thanks, i amglad you like it.

LENNY
Mm i do. (PAUSE)I think Cathy is
beautiful, don’'t you think?

LEONARD chokes on his food, |ooks at his daughter, takes a
sip of his drink.

LEONARD
VWhere did that cone fronf

LENNY
| was just thinking.
(i nnocently)
He | ooks at her suspiciously.

LENNY ( CONTD)
Were you friends in high school ?

LEONARD
Yes.

LENNY
Did you like her? Like, nore than
friends.
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LEONARD
(shocked at her question)
XK, lets stop talking and just eat
your dinner, young | ady.

EXT. STREET- RAI NY DAY

CASSI E, JOHNNY and LENNY are wal king from school, in a
pouring rain.

GEORGE, with his dog - wal ks across the street - crossing
towards their street.

CASSI E, quickly hides behind a car, but |ooses her bal ance
and falls face down in the nud. The children are watching
her, trying to hold their |aughter.

GEORCGE wal ks to her and stops right in front of her.

GEORGE
Hel | o, Cassi e.
(he hel ps her get up)
| thought, it was tinme we tal ked.

CASSI E
How? | mean, you knew, the whole
time. ..
GEORGE
(big smle)
Yes, you are really not that good
at hi di ng.
CASSI E
(hum |i at ed)
Wll...l...Excuse ne. Lets go kids!

She grabs the children and storns away.

CUT TO

| NT. THE APARTMENT- SAME DAY

Wet and full with dirt, CASSIE storns with the children,
into the apartnent.

At the sight of CASSIE - CATHY expl odes with |aughter , the
children join her.
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CATHY
| know you are retired as a nodel,
and it is OKto let yourself go,
but this...is a bit extrene.
(Cassie storns to the
bat hroom and Cathy turns to
t he children)
Ceor ge?

They nod their head, yes. CATHY follows her sister.

J OHNNY
| think we have another project on
our hand.

LENNY

| think so. (PAUSE)Adults..

JOHNNY
...they are so childish

They burst out | aughing.
CUT TO

I NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOM LATE THAT NI GHT

Johnny is laying on his stomach, talking to his parents
pi cture.

JOHNNY
Don't worry,daddy? | will take care
of your sisters. (PAUSE)You al ways
say, when you are not here, i am
the man of the house, so i have to
take care of the famly. (PAUSE)You
just take care of nmommy. | |ove you
bot h.

He kisses the picture and puts it under his pillow.

EXT. PARK- DAY

JOHNNY and LEONARD are playing baseball. LEONARD patiently
teaches himhow to hit; after couple tinmes of struggling, he
was able to hit perfectly.

LEONARD
That is a good one.
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They settl

36.

J OHNNY
You t hi nks so?

LEONARD
Yeah. You are really getting
better, buddy. Do you want to take
a break?

JOHNNY
K

LEONARD
Lets have a seat at that bench and
have drinks. It is inportant to
stay hydrat ed.

e at the bench, facing the park.

LEONARD

So, do you like sports?
JOHNNY

| guess.
LEONARD

What is your favorite sport?
JOHNNY

Uhnmm . .i guess soccer.
LEONARD

Soccer ?
JOHNNY

Yeah, i used to play with ny dad a

| ot.

LEONARD smiles at JOHNNY. He pats his shoul der.

LEONARD
| know you m ss your dad. | mss ny
dad too.
(Johnny | ooks at him why)
My dad al so died when i was about
your age. | was...12 years old.

J OHNNY
How di d he die?

LEONARD
He was sick for a long tine.
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J OHNNY
So, you under st and.

LEONARD
| do.
(smal | pause)
| want you to know, whenever you
need to talk, i amhere for you.

J OHNNY
| know.

LEONARD
Good. Do you want to continue with
t he gane?

JOHNNY sm | es and nods, yes.
LEONARD ( CONTD)
Alright, buddy. Let’s do it.
EXT. JOHNNY SCHOOL- EARLY MORNI NG,

CATHY and JOHNNY at his school, she waits until he enters
t he buil di ng.

LEONARD
Hel | o, Cat heri ne.

CATHY
(she turns to him
Good norni ng, Leo.

LEONARD
Well, it has been a while, since
you dr opped Johnny.
CATHY
Yes, i know. Cassie is sick today,
so i volunteer ny service. ( PAUSE)
have to go...l amlate for work.
LEONARD

Alright, say hi to Cassie.
CUT TGO
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| NT. CATHY' S WORK- DAY
CATHY i s busy working, when RACHAEL enters the offi ce.

RACHAEL
So, did you find an opening at the
HI LTON for the Wal ker’s party?

CATHY
Yes, how about you? How are we with
the fl ower selections?

RACHAEL
Great. She wanted to add the mn
calla lilies. Hopefully she wll

not change her choi ces again.
Anyway, you called? What can i do
for you partner?

CATHY
(she stops her work)
Do you think we need extra hel p? |
have this crazy idea. | was
t hi nking of hiring Cassie?

RACHAEL
Cassi e? Real ly? Are you sure, you
want to work and l|ive together? |
didn't realize you rel ationship has
changed that nuch

CATHY
It kinda did. W have learned to
coexi st peacefully. | amjust tired

of her laying around at the
apartnent. She is great with
Johnny, but she needs sonething
el se to do.

RACHAEL
It is up to you. | support you in
what ever you choose to do.

She sniles at her partner.

CUT TO



39.

| NT. APARTMENT- DAY

CASSIE is laying on her bed, sick. She turns on the TV, and
changes to THE VI EW

Her cell rings, she looks at it, and it is RAY G LMORE, she
ignores. He calls three nore tinmes and finally texts her.

Text reads
Sorry, baby. | mss you. Call ne.

CASSI E
ASS HOLE

She text him
No! Leave ne al one.

She starts to cough, and covers herself with the bl anket.

She hears couple text notices, but she ignores it.

| NT. LEONARD S APARTMENT- NI GHT
LEONARD i s tucking LENNY into her bed.
CUT TO

| NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOW NI GHT
Coupl e bl ocks away, CATHY is doing the sane w th JOHNNY.

J OHNNY
Can i ask you sonet hi ng? (snal
PAUSE) How cone you are not
married?

CATHY
(small smle)
| don’t know. | guess it wasn’t
meant to be for ne...why?

CUT TGO
| NT. LEONARD S APARTMENT- NI GHT

LENNY
Daddy. ..do you m ss nomy?
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LEONARD
Soneti nmes, why?

LENNY
It is just, nmommy got remarried and
you are still alone. Wiy don’t you

get married again? Don’t you fee
| onel y?

LEONARD
How can i be lonely, when i have a
great little daughter like you in

ny life.

LENNY
CH, daddy, you always say that, but
i amserious. | amnot a little

girl anynore.

LEONARD
You' |l always be ny little girl
(PAUSE) Who do you think, i should
marry?

I NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOM NI GHT

We now see a split screen between,

LEONARD.

JOHNNY
| think, if you marry, and have
children, you wll be a great nom
CATHY

(touched by his words)
Awwv

(she kisses himon the

f orehead)
That is the sweetest thing anyone
has ever said to ne.

JOHNNY
(devilish smle)
| have the perfect husband for
you- -

CATHY
You do, huh? Wo?
(she grins)

40.

CUT TO

CATHY/ JOHNNY and LENNY/
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LENNY
Cat hy.

J OHNNY
Leo.

CATHY
VWHAT!

LEONARD
Why her?

LENNY
Because. . ..

J OHNNY

....you are perfect for each other.

CATHY stares at JOHNNY speechl ess, while LEONARD just smles
at his daughter.

CUT TGO

| NT. CASSI E BEDROOM NI GHT
CATHY goes to her sister bedroom who is watching TV.

CASSI E
(At Cathy’s shocked face)
What is wrong?

CATHY
You will never believe,what our
little nephew is up to? (PAUSE) he
is telling ne to get married and
have chil dren

CASSI E
What ?

CATHY
That is not the craziest thing. He
says...| should marry, Leo.

(PAUSE) Why aren’t you shocked or
surprised?

CASSI E
| am surprised, YOU are shocked.

CATHY | ooks at her. Wat do you nean?
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CASSI E ( CONTD)
It is not the first tine, he
mentioned Leo’s nanme |ike that to
you.

CATHY
Huh...you are right. He does bring
Leo’s nane in many conversation.
wonder, why he does that to ne and
not to you.

CASSI E
Oh, please, it is so obvious. It is
obvious to a little boy, how cone
it is not obvious to you?

LONG PAUSE

CATHY
Anyway, change of subject. | was
wondering, if you are interested to
work with us at the conpany. |
think, you will be a great fit.

CASSI E
Working and living together? isn't
that a bit nuch?

CATHY
| don’t think so, besides, if it
doesn’t work, you can al ways
quit...

CASSI E
....0r you can always fire ne.

CATHY throws a small pillow at her, she throws it back -
t hey | augh.

| NT. RESTAURANT- NI GHT

CASSI E and RAY are having dinner at a fancy restaurant.
Their table is at a excluded, dark corner - with sonme
candl es on the table.

RAY
| amso glad you cane.

CASSI E
| shouldn’'t have cone.
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RAY
| m ssed you.

CASSI E
Ray. ..

RAY takes out a small box from his pocket and puts on the
tabl e. CASSIE | ooks irritated.

CASSI E
Do you think you can just buy me?
RAY
Darling...i just want to show you,;
how much i m ssed you. | actually

went to the store and thought of
you when i saw this. Please, just
open it.

CASSI E picks up the box and slowy opens it; it is a dianond
bracel et. When she picked up the bracelet, she sees a little
note "I love you darling". She | ooks up to RAY, who waits
for her reaction.

CASSI E
Did you really go to the store?
RAY
Yes. | really did.
CASSI E
(small smle)

| love it.

He gets up and helps with the bracelet. He bends down
to kiss her on the |ips.

RAY
So, we are back on?

CASSI E
(finding herself back in Ray’s
web)
| guess so.

RAY
Good.

He wal ks back to his seat, satisfied. Realizing, what just
happened, her smle fades away.
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| NT. CATHY AND LEO APARTMENT- DAY

VARI QUS SHOTS OF: JOHNNY AND Lenny scanning a picture and
downl oading into a conputer. Emailing the picture to both
CATHY and LEO. W now see LEO at his hone, he just received
the email and opens it. Slowy the picture of CATHY and LEO
in high school is revealed. He smles. Now, we see Cathy
openi ng her email and sees the picture. First, she was
surprised, then she touches the screen and sadly stares.

| NT. CATHY’ S BUI LDI NG HALLWAY- AFTERNOON
CASSI E and JOHNNY wal k to the apartnent, as they pass
CEORGE' S apartnent, she increases her speed, w thout
realizing, JOHNNY stops and knocks on the door.
She turns to see; JOHNNY, standing at the door.
CASSI E
(whi speri ng)
What are you doi ng? Conme here.

He ignores her. She wal ks back to grab him but it is to
| ate, GEORCE opens the door.

GEORGE
Hel | o. .

CASSI E

(startl ed)

Oh, hi...hello. I...amsorry, but
he. .

GEORGE
Yes?

She wi nces slightly.

CASSI E
Sorry, he knocked on your door. W
wll go now.

(she grabs Johnny)

GEORGE
(at Johnny)
Why did you knock on ny door, young
man?

JOHNNY
(soft voice)
| amjust wondering, if i could
play with your dog?
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GEORGE
Play with Bucky?
(He | ooks at Cassie)
It is up to your auntie.

He | ooks to CASSIE, taking her tine to consider; she nods
her head. George lets JOHNNY enter his apartnent, he
gestured CASSIE to cone in.

CASSI| E
No, it is OK ..thank you, just send
himafter one hour or whenever. .

GEORGE
I will.
(he cl oses the door)
CUT TO
| NT. APARTMENT- DAY
CASSIE enters the apartnment, still irritated wi th JOHNNY.
CASSI E
UGGA !
CATHY

Are you OK? Were is Johnny?

CASSI E
Johnny? Are you asking nme, about
our little sneaky nephew?

She wal ks to the kitchen, takes out a bottle water, and
wal ks to the living room CATHY just follows her.

CATHY
Oh, boy...what did he do? Is it
Leo?

CASSI E
Oh, don’t worry...he noved on...TO
IVE!

CATHY
What are you tal king about? Were
i s Johnny?

CASSI E

Johnny is with....GEORGE.

She col |l apse into the sofa.
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CATHY
(1 aughi ng)
George? Wy?

CATHY sits next to her, |aughing.

CASSI E
YEAH. . .laugh it out. It was soo00
hum liating. W were wal king by his
apartnent, and this boy, just stops
and knocks on his door.

CATHY
VWhat did he want ?

CASSI E
He says, he wanted to play with
Bucky. | think, he did that on
pur pose. Ch ny Gosh!

CATHY starts to |augh, |augh and | augh. Annoyed, CASSIE
puts a pillow on her face and screans at it.

CATHY
(on a nore serious note)
Can i ask you sonet hi ng?

CASSI E
(still her face on her pillow)
Shoot .
CATHY
Who is the guy you are dating?
CASSI E
(1 ooks up)
What guy?
CATHY
That guy. | don’t know his nane.

The one you fight on the phone. The
one you are secretly dating.

CASSI E
| am not dating anyone.

CATHY
(suspi ciously)
You are not dating.
(at the bracelet that Ray gave
to her)
Who got you that bracelet?
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CASSI E
Hey, what is going on with you? Wy
are you all up in ny business?

CATHY
| amnot. | amjust curious about
the guy that ny sister is spending
time with., What is wong with the
guy? Wiy are you hiding hin

CASSI E
There is nothing wong with hinf

CATHY
So, there i s soneone.

CASSI E
No. Pl ease stop asking ne
guestions. GCeez!

CATHY
Alright. | wll back off. Sorry
for caring.

CASSI E
No, | amsorry. | did not nmean to
be rude.

CATHY

That's...fine.
CASSI E takes a sigh of relief, glad that topic is closed.
CUT TO
An hour |ater.

CASSIE is preparing dinner, and CATHY is sitting at the
l'iving roomreadi ng a book, when the doorbells rings.

CATHY | ooks up to CASSIE, who begs her to open the door and
she does.

CATHY
Hel | o, boys.

GEORGE
Cat hy, how are you?

CATHY
| am good. | hope he didn’t give
you a hard tine.

JOHNNY enters the apartnent, but GEORGE stays behi nd.
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GEORGE
No, he is fine. He asked ne to go
around the building wwth him and
BUCKY on Hal | oween.

CASSIE leans in to listen their conversati on.

CATHY
(1 ooks at her nephew and
sm | es)
Did he? Wll, it is nice of you,
but we don’'t want to bother you.

GEORGE
No bot her. See you, buddy. Have a
goodni ght, Cat hy.

CATHY
Thanks, GCeorge.

JOHNNY
Bye!

CATHY cl oses the door and CASSI E wal ks t oward JOHNNY.

CASSI E
OH, BOY...YOU ARE | N SO MJCH
TROUBLE
(fake threatening)

As they chased after himJOHNNY runs to the |iving room but
they catch him They tickle him he is |aughing hard.

J OHNNY
K, stop...please!!

CASSI E
What did you say?

CATHY
We cant hear you!

| NT. WORK- DAY

CATHY and CASSIE are working together. CATHY is smling
proud of her sister’s suggesting and participation.

CASSI E
(pointing at a picture of

party room
You |ike?
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CATHY
| | ove.

CASSIE smles at her sister and turns back to the picture.

I NT. JOHNNY’ S ROOM NI GHT

Johnny, dressed as spider man, is dialing LENNY' S nunber.
LENNY, in her cowgirl outfit, is in her bedroom

| NTER CUT t he phone

JOHNNY
Hey. ..
LENNY
H, what is going on?
JOHNNY
Just working on our m ssion. George
is com ng
LENNY
Good. How about your auntie Cassie?
JOHNNY
She is not at honme, i think she is

scared of him she can’t talk or
act normal in front of him How
about your dad? Did he say anything
about aunt Cathy?

LENNY
Nope, not yet, but don't worry,
know how to handl e ny daddy.
The house is bell ringing, CATHY is calling for JOHNNY.

J OHNNY
He is here...bye.

LENNY
Good luck. Call me after.

CUT TO
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I NT. HALLWAY- NI GHT

GEORGE, JOHNNY, and BUCKY are wal ki ng around the hal |l way,
carrying a bag full of candy.

JOHNNY
How do you know my aunties?

GEORGE
Ch, uhm .. Hi gh school.

JOHNNY
Where you friends with aunt Cassie?

GEORCGE
Yeah...we hang in the sane circle.
(ran with the sanme crowd)

JOHNNY
Do you like her? (PAUSE)l think she
i kes you.

GEORGE | ooks at JOHNNY and sm | es.

GEORGE
Lets get sone nore candy -- try
this door.

| NT. SPECI AL DAY- DAY
MONTH LATER

THE A RLS are working hard on there big project. The office
is hectic with enpl oyees, decoration as well as pictures.

Aelite client about 24 years old enters the office. She is
dressed in a beautiful, expensive suite dress, accessorized
with the nost expensive jewelry. She wal ks into the office
as if she owns the place. CATHY junps from her chair, when
she notices the client.

CATHY
Hel | o, Jane.

JANE
Cat hy.

An enpl oyee takes her coat from her and hel ps her to her a
seat .
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EMPLOYEE
Can i get you sonething to drink?

JANE
| would |ike some cappucci no.
(she barely makes an eye
contact to the enpl oyee)

EMPLOYEE

Uhmm . . cappucci no?
JANE

|s there problemw th nmy English?
EMPLOYEE

Sorry. | will get your cappuccihno.

The EMPLOYEE | eaves, CATHY | ooks at CASSIE, who is not
surprised about this kind of behavior. JANE | ooks at
CASSI E.

JANE
Do i know you?

CATHY
Jane, this is ny sister, Cassie.
Cassie this is our client Jane..

JANE
| never forgot faces. Were you
i ke a nodel ?

CASSI E
Yes. | was in the nodel industry
for 10 years.

JANE
You were pretty fanous.

CASSI E
| suppose.

JANE | ooks up and down at CASSI E; her eyes catches the
bracel et RAY gave to her.

JANE
Ni ce bracel et.

CASSI E

(smle)
Thank you.
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JANE
My not her has the sane.
(I't wasn’t clear, whether it
is an insult or a statenent,
but she turns back to CATHY)
So, how far are we with the weddi ng
pl ans?

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT

CATHY, CASSIE and JOHNNY are sitting for dinner.

JOHNNY
Can i invite Lenny for thanksgiving
di nner ?

CASSI E
Sure...

CATHY

If it is OKwith her parents,
t hanksgiving is usually with the
famly.

JOHNNY

No, it is OK Her dad has sone
pl ans and her nother is out of

t own.

CATHY
Wll, in that case, the nore the
merrier.

I NT. JOHNNY’ S ROOMH NI GHT
JOHNNY and LENNY are tal king on the phone.
| NTER CUT PHONE

LENNY
What did she say?

JOHNNY
She said yes, but i didn't tel
about your father joining us. Are
you sure, he will cone?

52.

CUT TO
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LENNY
| told you, i know how to handl e ny
dad. So, what about George?

JOHNNY
| amgoing later, i just have to

find the perfect tinme to sneak out.

CUT TO

| NT. LENNY’ S BEDROOM SAME NI GHT
As LENNY hangs up the phone, LEONARD, enters her room

LEONARD
Was that Johnny?

LENNY
Yes, they invited us for
t hanksgi vi ng.

LEONARD
They did. (PAUSE)I don’t think that
is a good idea.

LENNY
(sad face)
Way? It is boring, just the two of
us....it is nore fun with nore
peopl e, besides it is rude not to
go when they invited us.

Long pause.

LEONARD
XK, i will call themto..

LENNY
No, why you have to call? W just
go and bring sone food with us.
Pl ease, daddy, pl ease.

He | ooks at his adoring daughter’s face and gives in.

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- DUSK

CATHY is busy with the turkey, and CASSIE is setting the
tabl e, when the bell rings.

JOHNNY runs to the door, as the two wonen stare each ot her,
surprised about his excitenent.
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It is LEONARD and LENNY carrying trays off food, CASSIE
wal ks to the door.

CASSI E
VWhat is all this?

LEONARD
| didn’t want to be rude and cone
enpty handed, it was generous to
invite us.

CASSI E
Us?
(She | ooks at Leonard, Lenny
and sees Johnny smling at
her)
Oh, it is...no problem Cone in.

LENNY and JOHANNY snmile at each other, relieved.

CASSI E quickly runs with the food to the kitchen, where
CATHY is still busy with the turkey.

CASSI E

(whi speri ng)
CK, don’t panic. Your nephew not
only invited Lenny, but also Leo.

CATHY
(1 ooking at the Leonard and
Johnny)
He did,what? Oh ny god, i am goi ng
to kill him
CASSI E
| know, i know, but just relax now,

he is just a little boy.

At that nonent, GEORCGE enters the apartnment. He is shaking
hands w th LEONARD

CATHY
(whi speri ng)
Just a little boy. Look what he
di d?
CASSI E
(she turns around and sees
CGeor ge)
Oh ny God, what is he doing here?
am going to kill Johnny.
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CATHY
Stand in line, sister. W can't
stay here forever. How do i | oo0k?

CASSI E | ooks at her, fixes CATHY' S hair and dress.

CASSI E
How about ne?
CATHY
You | ook great. You al ways | ook

good.
They forced a smle and wal ked towards their guests.

CUT TGO

| NT. DI NIl NG ROOM EVENI NG

It is the mdst of the dinner. The group are gathered at the
tabl e, barely sharing a gl ance.

LEONARD
(at his plate)
This is great, | adies.

GEORGE
Yes, it is.

JOHNNY
My aunts are such a good cooks.

The sisters shoot an angry look at him he smles at them

LENNY turns to JOHNNY, grinning.

LEONARD
(at George)
It is really good to see you, it
has been a while. | heard you were

married and had a baby girl.

The roomcanme to a stark halt - everyone freezes. GEORGE
| ook |i ke, he has seen a ghost.

JOHNNY
Are you married?

GEORCE freezes, | ooks at JOHNNY bl ankly. His eyes is full of
unspeakabl e sadness.
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GEORGE
(1 ooki ng down)
No. .. excuse ne.

(He gets up)
| have to go. Thank you for the
di nner.
LEONARD

(conf used)
| amsorry...did i say sonething
wrong?

GEORGE
No, it s OK Happy Thanksgi vi ng.
(He rushes out of the
apart nent)

Shocked, CASSI E gets up and follows him CATHY | ooks at
LEONARD.

CATHY
It is OK..you didn't know
(she I ooks at the children)
Way don’t you guys take your
desserts and go to Johnny’s room
The children, with their desserts, |eaves the room

CUT TO

| NT. HALLWAY- SAVE EVENI NG
CASSI E cat ches GEORCGE opening his door.

CASSI| E
Hey....Are you K?

GEORGE
Yes, it is fine. I amfine.

CEORGE finally opens the door.

CASSI E
I, just want to say, | amreally
sorry, about your daughter.

GEORGE
(small smle, sad eyes)
Thank you.
(awkward sil ence)
Do you want to cone in?
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CASSI E
Sure...just for a mnute.

CUT TGO

I NT. CATHY LI VI NG SAME EVEN NG

LEONARD CATHY are sitting in the living room CATHY has just
expl ai ned GEORCGE' S past.

LEONARD
(shocked)
VWhat! | can;t believe it.
CATHY
Yeah...it is sad.
LEONARD

| can’t imagi ne how he feels. If
this woul d happened to ne. ..

CATHY
| know.. ..
LEONARD
| can’t believe, i nentioned his

daught er on thanksgi vi ng day. ..

CATHY
Vll, you didn’t know.

LEONARD
| didn't.(PAUSE)He | ooks |ike he
had changed, doesn’'t he? | renenber
him as the popul ar jock, who
al ways got what he want ed.

CATHY
That is life. It changes us. W al
change. . . except you.

LEONARD
You don’t think i have changed?
CGosh, i feel nothing like i used to
be.

CATHY

No, you are still the same Leo
grew up wth.
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LEONARD
| mss you, you know. The friend,
who was always there to support and
to confide all ny troubles to.

He gets up, and wal ks around in a circle.

LEONARD
Boy, did i need you during ny
di vor ce.

CATHY

| amsorry to hear about the
di vorce. Wat happened?

LEONARD
Oh, you know the old story. Boy and
girl like each other at first, boy

breaks up with the girl. Grl tells
t he boy she is pregnant, boy
marries the girl. Many years | ater
girl leaves boy for another boy.
And they live happily and after.

He changes gear.

LEONARD ( CONTD)
She just fell in love with another
guy, who she married. The truth
is...we should have never been
married...we were never in love. |t
is just...

CATHY
She got pregnant...w th Lenny.

He nods hi s head.
CUT TO

I NT. GEORCGE’' S LI VI NG ROOM SAME NI GHT

As GEORCGE pours hinself a drink, CASSIE settles down at the
sofa. The apartnent is pitch dark.

GEORGE
Wul d you |ike sonme w ne?

CASSI E
Sur e.

He pours her a drink, wal ks to her and hands her drink. He
sits next to her and drinks his wine, quietly.
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Cassi e unconfortable nurses her drink, searching the right
words to say.

CASSI E
Are you alright?

He turns to her, as if he forgot, she is here. CASSIE starts
to say sonmething to GEORGE, but stops herself.

CASSI E ( CONTD)
Do you want ne to | eave?

GEORGE
| f you want. Do you want to | eave?

She shakes her head.

He takes a big sip fromhis drink and | eans back. CASSIE
sits closer to himand puts her hand on top of his. Wthout
| ooki ng, he holds her hand. She puts her hand on his
shoulder. It was painfully quite for a nonent.

Now, they are facing each other.

GEORGE
H

CASSI E
Hi

They kiss. It starts sweet and i nnocent, but gets nore
passi onat e.

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY’ S KI TCHEN- SAME NI GHT

CATHY and LEONARD are cl eaning the kitchen, the ness after
the dinner. LEONARD is | oading the dishwasher and CASSIE is
boxi ng the | eftovers.

CATHY
That was sone di nner? W sure know
how to hold a party.

They | augh.
LEONARD
It was fine. The food was good. The
turkey was....just right.
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CATHY
Thanks. So was yours? Did you cook
t hat | asagna?

LEONARD
| sure did.
(at her surprised face)
Hey, | amsingle father, | had no

choice but to learn how to cook or
spend a | ot of noney ordering food.

Smal | pause

CATHY
| aminpressed. Your daughter is
wonder f ul .

LEONARD
Yeah, she is. | will keep her. Even
t hough, | know, she tricked ne to
come here. It wasn’t your idea,
right?

CATHY
No, but i amglad you nmade it, both
of you.

LEONARD

So, what is going on with your
dating situation?

CATHY
My dating situation?

LEONARD
Yeah, i know you never got married,
but did you get cl ose?

CATHY
| can’t say, | have. | have dated,
but not hi ng seri ous.

LEONARD
By choi ce?

CATHY
| think so.

LEONARD
That is a waste. You are a great
gal - spending alone will be...a

wast e.
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CATHY
It sounds |ike a conplinent, so
will take it as one.

LEONARD
Pl ease do.

CUT TO

I NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOM NI GHT

LENNY i s | eani ng agai nst the door, trying to figure out what
is going on with CATHY and LEONARD. JOHNNY is |laying on his
bed.

J OHNNY
Now, that was bad.

LENNY
| know. \What was up with George?

J OHNNY
No idea. It was so weird.

LENNY
Well, at least Cathy and ny dad are
working it out. Can | ask you
somet hi ng?

J CHNNY
Sur e.

LENNY
| f you had to choose, between your
aunts, which one would you choose
to live with?

J OHNNY
Why are you asking ne that?

LENNY
|f they get nmarried, they have to
live in tw different houses.

JOHNNY
(unease wth the question)
| don’t know. | never thought about
t hat .
LENNY

Maybe, they will decide. That was
what happened with ny parents.
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JOHNNY
Do you hate it?
LENNY
| did in the beginning. Now, | |ove

my dad and the tine we spend
together. He is ny best friend.

JOHNNY

My dad was ny best friend.
LENNY

You nmust miss hima |ot.
JOHNNY

Yeah. . .
LENNY

Now | am your best friend and your
my best friend.

JOHNNY
Thanks.

LENNY
No problem

(she I ooks up as if she has
sonmet hi ng i n her nm nd)
Do you think we should have sone
ki nd of a deadline?
(at his | ook)
You know...the plan.

JOHNNY
| don’t know...maybe.

LENNY
Vell, | do. | think it should be
new years. You know -- a new year,
a new love and a new life. | think

that is great tine to bring these
peopl e toget her.

JOHNNY
What is this? Some kinda girly
stuff?

LENNY

No! It is a |love stuff.
J OHNNY

(He shrugs his shoul der)
What ever. New years it is.
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Johnny | ooks at the door.

JOHNNY ( CONTD)
| wonder what they are doi ng now?

LENNY
Me too.

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- EARLY MORNI NG

CASSI E sneaks into the apartnent, wearing the sane outfit as
last night. Her hair and clothes are nessy. As she was about
to close her bedroom door, CATHY opens hers. Wth just a

gl ance of CATHY, CASSIE sees that her sister disapproves.
CATHY cl oses her door and so does CASSI E

COUPLE HOURS LATER

CATHY and JOHNNY are preparing to get ready to | eave for the
day, when CASSIE enters the living room

CASSI E
Hey

J OHNNY
Hi, auntie. Are you feeling better?

CASSI E
Feel ing better?
(she 1 ooks at her sister, who
is not respondi ng or nmaking
any eye contact)
Yes, thank you.

CATHY
(at Johnny)
Come on. You are late for school.

JOHNNY wat ches the di stance between the two sisters.

CASSI E
K, bye Johnny. Have a nice day at
school .

JOHNNY
Bye!

And they are out the door, |eaving CASSIE al one.
MONTAGE:



64.

| NT. GEORGE’ S APARTMENT- DAY

GEORCE is watching a fam ly video. They | ook happy.
Soneone’ s knocking on the door, he ignores it. He increased
t he vol une.

| NT. HALLWAY- SAVE

CASSI E knocks on George’s door. No respond. She hears a
woman’ s voi ce and George. She knocks again. Still no
respond. Now the voices are |ouder. She gives up and wal ks
to her apartnent.

| NT. LEONARD S CAR- DAY

LEONARD j ust dropped off LENNY and is driving away. He sees
CATHY wavi ng, he waves back. H's phone is ringing. He |ooks
at the nunber and it is his ex-wife. He pushed the ignore
button. He continuous | ooking at CATHY through the rear view
mrror. She is wal king back to her car.

CUT TO

EXT SCHOOL PLAYGROUND- LATER THAT DAY

Johnny is sitting at the corner, alone. Couple boys are
wat chi ng him [aughing. They march to him

A BOY
Look at him..sitting here al
al one.

ANOTHER BOY

Yeah. .. he doesn’t have any parent.
Boohoo. .. cry baby.

JOHNNY i n anger junps on the boy and starts punching him
They roll around the ground and now JOHNNY is on top. The
ot her boy junps on JOHNNY trying to help his friend, but
LENNY grabs his jacket and his hair. OQher children are
cheering and yelling "fight, fight".

The PRI NClI PAL with sone other teachers grab all the children
trying to separate them

PRI NCI PAL
What is going on?
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BOY
He junped on ne!

PRI NCI PAL
Johnny, is that true?

He doesn’t deny, he just |ooks angry.

PRI NCI PAL
| don’t understand what is going
on, but i will get to the bottom of
this. I do not allow fights in ny
school !

CUT TGO

| NT. PRI NCI PAL OFFI CE- SAME DAY

CATHY rushes into the principal office and sees JOHNNY,
LENNY, LEONARD and the PRI NCI PAL, sitting quietly.

PRI NCI PAL

Good afternoon, M ss Cooper?
CATHY

Hel | o.
PRI NCI PAL

Pl ease have seat.

She sits next to LEONARD, facing the kids. The roomis
qui te.

CATHY
What happened?

PRI NCI PAL
That is what we are trying to
determine, right now. There was a
fight between these two and two
ot her boys.

(at the kids)

What i would |ike to know i s what
the fight was about?

CATHY
Johnny?

Johnny | ooks away. He is not planning to talk.
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PRI NCI PAL
Since no one is talking. I wll
have to give both of you two weeks
detenti on.

JOHNNY
That is not fair...Lenny didn't do
anyt hi ng

CATHY

And you? What did you do?

JOHNNY
(at the principal)
| f you need to punish soneone -
puni sh ne.

LENNY
It is OK Johnny.

PRI NCI PAL
Young man, all i want is to
under st and what happened. [f you
talk to us, we can let this go.

JOHNNY | ooks at LENNY, she shakes her head.

He takes a deep breath and gives in - with the principal’s
negoti ati on.

JOHNNY
They were nmaking fun of ne.

CATHY
What did they say?

JOHNNY wasn’t able to formthose ugly words.
LENNY
(j unping in)

They were making fun off him

because he doesn’t have any

parents.
The roomis silent.
CATHY gets up and kneels in front of him He starts to sob.
She hugs him

LEONARD
(at the principal)

( MORE)
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LEONARD (cont’ d)

Pl ease tell ne, you will have a
talk with the parents of these
ki ds.
PRI NCI PAL
Yes, i will. | amso sorry. Wy
don’t you guys | eave early today -
i will talk to your teachers.
CUT TO
EXT. PARK- DAY

LEONARD and CATHY are sitting at a bench. LEONARD hands $5
t 0 LENNY.

LEONARD
Here take this and get sone candy.
(pointing at the candy store)
You can choose.

JOHNNY | ooks at his auntie for perm ssion, she smles and
nods OK.

After the children run to the conveni ent store, LEONARD
turns to her.

CATHY
Wow.
LEONARD
| know.
CATHY
What kind of parent raise children
i ke that?
LEONARD
It is a cruel world.
CATHY
| amso angry, i want to burst. If
Johnny wasn’t here now, i would

fall apart.

LEONARD put his hands on hers, trying to cal mher.

LEONARD
It is OK. Johnny is a strong boy.
He will be fine. | was just

wondering...Do you talk to him
about his parents?
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CATHY
No. Every tinme i want to nention
it, I amafraid of his reaction and
to tell you the truth...Il don’t

think i can handle it.

LEONARD
| think, you m ght have to start
talking to him Not tal king about
his father and nother, could do
nore harmin the |ong run

CATHY
Maybe you are right. | amjust so
scar ed.
LEONARD
You don’t have to be...l am here.
CATHY
(small sad smle)
Thank you. | can’t believe you are

here again...supporting nme with
anot her | oss.

LEONARD
(gives her a funny face)
You not her never died Cat hy.

CATHY
She mi ght as well be. She
di sappeared and left us after ny
father | eft her for a younger
woman. It was like...we didn't
matter. Poor John, he had to be the
adult...so fast. He took care of us
and took the responsibility wthout
any second thought. He quit his
col |l ege, worked full time...
couldn’t understand how he was abl e
to be so unselfish. He was only 21
- taking care of two fifteen-year
olds. I always wanted to pay him
back for everything he did for us,
but i never did.

LEONARD
What are you tal king about? You
payi ng hi m back...by taking care of
his son.
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CATHY
Yeah. | guess, it cane in a ful
circle. You remind me of John. The
way you gave up your career for
Lenny. You quite your job as a
wel | -respected new upcom ng | awyer
to be a full tinme dad.

LEONARD
It is nothing. | was lucky to have
the opportunity to quit and focus
on ny child. I wouldn't know how I

could do all this, wthout the
financial stability.

CATHY
Are you planning to go back?
He nods.
LEONARD
When the tinme is right. | |oved ny

job, but ny priority changed when |
got full-custody of Lenny. At that

time, I wanted to do everything and
be everything that she ever needed.

She puts her head on his shoulder, feeling at ease with his
touch. LEO gives her a kiss on the forehead and puts his
arms around her.

CATHY
I hope Lenny realizes how | ucky she
is.

Her cell buzzes. She | ooks at the nessage.

CATHY
Oh, shit. W have an energency at
wor K.
(She | ooks worried at Johnny)
LEONARD
You can go. | will drop off Johnny.
CATHY

Are you sure?

LEONARD
Yes, absol utely.

JOHNNY and LENNY return with two bags full of candi es.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY
Johnny, | amso sorry, but i have
to go back to the office for couple
hours. Leonard is taking you
home and we can talk later. Is
that alright.

J OHNNY
Sur e.

CATHY
| amreally sorry.

She qui ckly kisses him hugs LENNY and waves bye, while
scream ng "Thank you".

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- LATER THAT DAY

CASSIE i s on her conputer, when the bell rings. She rushes
to the door and sees JOHNNY, LENNY and LEONARD

CASSI E
Hey. What is wong? Wiy are you
guys so early?

LEONARD
It is a long story. Lets have seat.

CASSI E
Oh...cone in.

She notices JOHNNY' S brui ses and hugs him tight.

| NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOM - THAT NI GHT

JOHNNY is playing with a video gane. He is trying to be into
the gane, but his thoughts are actually with his father.

FLASHBACK

I NT. JOHN S HOUSE- SUMVER DAY

It is the night of his birthday. H s father just bought him
a video ganme for his birthday.

J OHNNY
Thanks, dad. This is so cool.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
| amglad you like it.

JOHNNY
| can’t wait to play in the
nor ni ng.

JOHN
In the nmorning? | don't want to
wait until the norning?

JOHNNY
You nean, i can play now?

JOHN
| am not going to play al one.

J OHNNY
But...isn't past ny bedtine?

JOHN
Hey, it is a big night and i don’'t
want it to end. So, what do you
say, buddy. You want to play?

Johnny’s smle has changed so drastic as if this is the
greatest gift, he ever had.

Hi s father hands himthe box and he opens it fast - really
fast. JOHN smles at his son.

BACK TO THE PRESENT.

JOHNNY starts to cry, small tears. He hears the front door
openi ng, he quickly wi pes his tears and runs to his door and
opens it slightly.

It is his aunt CATHY. She | ooks tired as she throws her bag
on the foyer table and hangs her jacket.

CASSIE, who is watching TV, makes no acknow edgnment of her
sister’s arrival.

CATHY attenpts to talk to CASSIE, but changes her nm nd and
wal ks to the kitchen. She grabs a drink and wal ks towards
his door. He quickly rushes to his bed and pretends to read.
CATHY knocks on his door and then opens the door.

CATHY
Hel | o, Johnny.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Hi .

CATHY
How are you feeling?

He shrugs his shoul der.

CATHY
| amsorry, | amso |late

J OHNNY
That is fine.

CATHY
We can talk tonorrow, if you like?

JOHNNY
X

CATHY
Goodni ght . . .

J OHNNY
Goodni ght .

She slightly closes his door and goes into her bedroom

JOHNNY t akes the picture of his parents under his pillow

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT - LATE MORNI NG

It is Saturday norning. They sleep in. CATHY wal ks toward
the kitchen - CASSIE i s nmaking breakfast.

CATHY
| s Johnny still sleeping?

CASSI E
(facing the stove)
Yep.

CATHY
Snel |l s nice.

No response. Silence.
CASSIE turns around with a plate of scranbled egg and two

sliced -toasted bread - she puts the plate in front of
CATHY.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATHY

Is this for nme?
CASSI| E

Yes.
CATHY

Can we tal k?

(sil ence)

| just want to get al ong.

CASSI E
How do you propose we do that?

a seat with her own plate.

CATHY
Uhm . . conmuni cat e.

CASSI E
Oh. Li ke when you comuni cate how
you feel about nme spending the
night wth George -- or |ike how
you commruni cate what happened with
Johnny at school ?

CATHY
Ganted...l have a lot to learn
nmysel f.

CASSI| E

| amjust sick and tired to be
pai nted as the bad tw n.

CATHY
| am sorry you feel that way. That
is not ny intention.

CASSI E
| just want a fresh start between
us- -

CATHY
| do too. W are role nodels for a
young boy now. W have to change
our ways.

CASSI E
| agree. Coffee?

CATHY
Pl ease- -
(she | ooks at her sister as
she pours the coffee)

( CONTI NUED)
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| have been thinking a | ot about
our famly.

CASSI E
What do you nean?

CATHY
| amjust realizing - we just have
each other. Qur parents left us -
John i s dead.

CASSI E
It is hard to believe we were once
a happy famly. Even though, i know
deep down...father was not really
happy with his marriage and it
drove her crazy. Do you m ss then?

CATHY
The truth? No. | hate themfor the
pai n they have caused us and mainly

John.
CASSI E

What do you nean...mainly John?
CATHY

John gave up everything, so he
coul d be our guardi an.

CASSI E
| don’t think he m nded. | never
heard hi m conpl ai n.

CATHY
That is not the point.

CASSI E
What is the point?

CATHY
| don’t know.

JOHNNY enters the kitchen.

JOHNNY
What is going on?

CASSI E
Good nor ni ng.
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CATHY
We are having a nice breakfast.
Cone on...join us.

Happy that the tension between his aunts is over, he takes a
seat .

CASSI E
| think we should nmake today a
famly day.
JOHNNY
What do you nean?
CASSI E
| think we should do sonething fun.
CATHY
Li ke?
CASSI E
Like....l don’t know. How about we

| et Johnny deci de.

J OHNNY
Swi mmi ng!
CATHY
No! No sw nmi ng.
J OHNNY
Wy not ?
CATHY
Because...it is too cold.
CASSI| E

Too cold or just scared. You see
Johnny. ..you aunt Cathy never
| earned how to swim

CATHY
Ch, please. You are acting like,
amthe only one who never | earned
how to sw m

CASSI E
How about if i teach you?

CATHY
No!

( CONTI NUED)
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CASSI E
Conme on. Please. Don’'t you trust
me?

CATHY

s that a trick question?

CASSI E gives her a face, CATHY bursts out |aughing - CASSIE
throws cereal at her. JOHNNY is loving their playful
i nteraction.

| NT. SCHOOL CAMPUS- DAY

Johnny and Lenny are at school cafeteria. Lenny notices a
girl, that is a couple tables away, staring at Johnny. She
nudges Johnny and points himat the girl.

J OHNNY
VWhat ?

LENNY
She has been staring at you for the
past thirty m nutes.
(she sings)
Sonebody has a crush on you.

He ignores her tease. And start eating his |aunch.

LENNY
Go talk to her

J CHNNY
No way.

LENNY
Why ?

Johnny steals a quick glance at the girl, who is smling at
him He nervously turns away.

JOHNNY
Let’s just focus on the grown ups.
That is about as much the love life
as | can handle right now

Takes a sip fromjuice
LENNY

Yeah. You are right. W have a | ong
way for our own |ove |ives.
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| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- DUSK

LEONARD and JOHNNY are playing sonme video game. LENNY is
sitting at the sofa, drawing. CASSIE is clearing the dining
table full with dirty dishes and |eft overs.

CATHY is at the kitchen, watching LEONARD and JOHNNY
interact. CASSIE joins CATHY at the kitchen, carrying sone
di shes.

She wat ches her sister eying LEONARD

CASSI E
They seemto get along well.

CATHY
They do, don’t they?

Pause

CASSI E
You | i ke hinf
(at her 1 o0k)
What ? Don’t deny your feelings. W
are twins. | can read you |ike an
open book.

CASSI E nudges her.

CATHY
Pl ease don’t start with the psycho
babble. Aren’t you tired about your
theory. Leonard and | are just
friends. Nothing nore.

CASSI E
My darling sister--thy protest to
nmuch.
CATHY
Pl ease.
CASSI E
Honestly, | amjeal ous of your

relationship with Leonard. \Wat you
have and had back when we were
grow ng up is sonething--truly
special. | think, ny experience in
hi gh school and the years after
that, would have been different, if
i had sonmeone like him He was
gentle, kind and wi se beyond his
years as a teenage boy. | am not

( MORE)
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CASSI E (cont’ d)
surprised he turned out to be such
a great guy.

CATHY
What is the point of your--whatever
this is?

CASSI E
| have no particular point. | do

have a question. Is the reason you
are so against any possibility of
relationship between you and

hi m - because you are scared to open
up?

CATHY
| am not scared. Granted, i have
not experienced a successful happy
relationship with a man. Taken
chances is not ny forte. Besides,
why do i want to ruin our
friendship -that you are descri bed
"special" for sonething that is not
guaranteed to happen or to | ast.
Rel ati onshi ps ruins friendships.

CASSI E
Not this kind of friendship. A
friendship that endured so nuch
during high school. And picked up
so easily years after being
separated by nmany obst acl es.

CATHY
Maybe? Maybe not. Wiy do you care?

CASSI E
Because you are ny sister. Your
happi ness matters. And i think you
and Leonard deserve sone happi ness.

She hugs her sister, gives a quick kiss on the forehead and
| eaves the kitchen.

Cathy takes a deep breath and gl ances to the |iving. LEONARD
catches her glance, smles. She smles back.
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EXT. CHRI STMAS TREE STORE- DAY

CATHY, JOHNNY, LEO AND LENNY are shopping for a Christnas
tree - they look like a happy famly.

CATHY and JOHNNY are deciding between two trees, while in
t he back we hear LENNY begging for a big, big tree - to big
for the apartnent.

CUT TGO

| NT. LEONARD S CAR- DAY - DUSK
They are driving back fromthe Christmas tree shoppi ng.

LEONARD is driving - the children are playing video gane in
t he back seats.

CATHY
(at Leo)
| amjust glad they are able to
del i ver.
LEONARD
| know.

(smal | pause)
So...what do you want to do now? o

honme?
CATHY

| think so. Wy?
LEONARD

| just realized we are driving by
our place and --

CATHY
--yeah?
JOHNNY - listen to the conversation- pokes LENNY. LENNY
| ooks up - JOHNNY nout hs "say sonet hi ng".
LENNY
Yeah, daddy. They should cone to
our place.
LEONARD
(1 ooki ng through the rear-view
mrror)

You think so?

LENNY nods, yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
(at his aunt)
Can we?

LEONARD
| will cook dinner--

CATHY
Fine -- but only if i can help with
t he cl eani ng.

The adults sm | e each other - the kids "high five" each
ot her.

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY' S APARTMENT- DUSK

CASSI E cones into the apartnment - from work. She kicks of
her heels at the door and wal ks toward the kitchen. She
pours herself a glass wi ne and puts her silky, |ong blond
hair down. As she is going through the mail - a knock on the
door. She opens the door to: CGEORCGE

CASSI E
Ceor ge.

GEORGE
Hel | o, Cassie. How are you?

CASSI E
| amjust fine. What can i do for
you?

GEORGE
| saw you entering the building and
i realized....l just want to

apol ogi ze about that night.
CASSI E stops for a nonent--she hardens.

CASSI E
K. Thank you--goodni ght.

She attenpts to close the door, but he stops her.
GEORGE

Look -- | knowi was MA after that
ni ght...
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CASSI E
Just a little tip for you, Ceorge.
Don’t apol ogi ze for sleeping with a
wonman. |t makes the person feel
worse. | ama grown wonan and i
decided to sleep with you. As they
say --it takes two to tango.

GEORGE
Fai r enough. So you are not upset
with me?

CASSI E
| think you have enough denons to
fight and i wi sh you all the best
-- | have no any aninosity towards
you.

GEORGE
Thank you. Friends?

CASSI E
(small sad snile)
Fri ends.

GEORGE
So, what happened with the rest of
the fam |ly? The apartnment sounds
very quite.

CASSI E
They are out tree shopping. | was
working | ate, so they went ahead
wi t hout ne.

GEORGE
| see.

He takes out four tickets and hands three to her

CASSI| E
VWhat is this?

GEORGE
| just want to apol ogize for how
t he t hanksgi vi ng ended.

CASSI E
You don’t have to do that. Besides,
it is been a nonth. | have let it

go.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

82.

GEORGE
| amglad you did, but i didn't.
Please it will make nmy day if you
Cathy and Leo join ne for the show.
| al ways get these tickets, so

thought... it was about tinme to go
and see what everyone is talking
about. | have never been to a

Broadway Show. It is Friday night.

She continuous to stare at the tickets - as she consi der ed
his invitation.

CASSI E
| heard great things about this
show. I will ask the gang and cal

you.
GEORGE
G eat .
CASSI E
Goodni ght .
GEORGE

Goodni ght, Cassi e.

She cl oses the door.

CUT TGO

| NT. LEONARD S APARTMENT- DUSK

LENNY AND JOHNNY are in the living room- CATHY and LEONARD
are cooking dinner. CATHY is preparing the salad, while
LEONARD i s maki ng pasta.

CATHY
| can’t believe you are such a
chef.
LEONARD
Hey...l amsingle parent. | have to
be the chef, the driver, the maid,
the teacher and yes....the father.
CATHY
Well, i aminpressed. You created a

beautiful, safe hone for your
daughter -- and you did all that by

yoursel f. | have Cassie and we are
still struggling to catch up with
ever yt hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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LEONARD
Do you mind checking it?

to the stove and | ooks down to the boiling water.

CATHY
| have a little confession --i suck
at cooking. My sister "the nodel"
is a better cook then i wll ever
be. The only thing i know how to
cook is the Turkey. | don't how i
| earned that instead of a sinple
meal , but that stuck with ne. So..
you need Turkey, | amyour girl,
you want pasta....well, don’t | ook
at me.

LEONARD
Checking if the pasta is ready --is
not cooki ng.
(he grins)
Wiy don’t you take a single hair of
pasta out and throw it against the
wal | .

CATHY
What ?

wal ks towards the stove and takes a thin, |ong

line of hair of pasta and throws it against the wall. The
pasta sticks to the wall.

LEONARD
It is ready.

CATHY
Why t hrow agai nst the wall?

LEONARD
| don’t know -- tradition, | guess.
My grandnot her used to do that --
she was Italian. She will have this
wall on the corner - just above the
stove - stains of old pasta. It
| ooks either disgusting or sone
kind of art. | asked her - | was
about 11 years old- "grandma, why
don’t you clean this off or ask
grandpa to paint it". She says
"Boy, are you trying to erase ne.
This is a tradition - you just
don’'t erase soneone’'s tradition".
She grabbed ny chin and forces ne

( MORE)
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LEONARD (cont’ d)
to look at her - warning ne to
honor her...our tradition.

CATHY
Real | y? She sounds....interesting.
Are you cl ose?

LEONARD
Yes. We are. She is...nmy rock. |
named Lenny after her - Lenny short
for Violetta.

CATHY
Violetta nmeaning Violet.
LEONARD
That is correct.
CATHY
Violetta...that is a beautiful

nane.

(smal | pause)
That is what i m ssed...
grandparents. Soneone to teach ne
all this little stuff. Like
cooki ng, throw ng pasta on the
wall...not that i will learn that,
anyway. . .

(it is quite for a nonent -

She | eans over the pasta)
Unm | just want to taste it. Can
do that?

He takes out another string of pasta and lingers in front of
her. She opens her nouth, but he pull ed back.

LEONARD
(husky-voi ce)
You have to blow it.
(she rai ses her eyebrow)
Hey...l don’t want you burn
your sel f.

Slow y, she blows the pasta and he watches her nouth - as
she slurps the pasta playfully. He couldn’t help but smle -
she sm | ed back. Standing close, they felt something has
changed -he leans to her. He puts down the fork and grabs
her face with his hands. She licks her lips - she is
nervous.

As they were about to kiss, the pasta expl odes; the magica

nonent vani shes. LEONARD qui ckly turns off the stove and
cl eans the ness. CATHY is unable to npve.
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| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- NI GHT
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CUT TGO

LEONARD hel ps carrying sl eepy JOHANNY to his bedroom - CATHY
is followng them CATHY takes of JOHNNY' S shoes and tucks
himin. Then softly closes his door and wal ks to the front

door.

CATHY
Thank you so much. He is getting
really big for ne to carry.

LEONARD
No problem It is good you have a
doorman to watch LENNY

CATHY
Thank you for a lovely day - and
ni ght .

LEONARD

| am gl ad you cane.
Ankwar d sil ence.

CATHY
el | --

They head for the door, stop and face each other.

| eans and ki sses her - on the cheek. She sm |l es,
di sappoi nted - he pushes her hair from her face.

LEONARD
Can i ask you sonet hi ng? What are
we doi ng?
CATHY
What do you nean?
LEONARD
| nean....what is this? | feel

sonmething is going on between us. |
am not sure what. Do you?

CATHY
Maybe. | just...l am not ready
right now. Less than a year ago, we
haven’t seen each other for a
decade and we barely speaki ng. Now,
our friendship is very inportant
part of my life and Johnny's life.

( MORE)

LEONARD
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CATHY (cont’ d)
Disrupting that...i can’'t handle
it.

(he takes a small breath)
We can tal k about it another tine.
A later tine.

He reluctantly noves his hand from her face.

LEONARD
Another tinme it is. How about a
novi e night? Just for the two of
us. What is your favorite novie?

CATHY
Jerry Maguire.
(she answers with no second
t hought)

LEONARD
Jerry Maguire? | had no idea. |
t hought nmore romantic and chick
flick than Jerry Maguire.

CATHY
What is nore romantic than "you
conpl ete ne"

He | ooks into her eyes and sm |l es.

LEONARD
Alright, Jerry Maguire it is.
(He says her nane in a Italian
accent)
Goodni ght, Cat heri ne.

CATHY
Goodni ght, Leo.

And so he | eaves.

| NT. BATHROOM NI GHT

JOHNNY anxi ously | ooks around the bathroom He opens the
bat hr oom cabi net and takes out small hammer. He stares at

t he hamrer, thinking hard. He bends down under the sink and
smashes softly against the pipe. First, we see a drop of
water, than two drops and before we know, water was
floating. JOHANNY qui ckly hides the hamer behind the

bat hroom si nk. And opens the door.
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J OHNNY
Aunti e Cassie! Auntie Cassiel

CASSI E rushes to the bat hroom and sees the water float. She
| ooks

CASSI E
What happened?

J OHNNY
| don’t know.

CASSI| E
Let ne | ook.

JOHNNY noves away, CASSIE bends down and the water expl odes
on her.

JOHNNY runs out of the room

A nonent later, he returns with GCEORGE. W foll ow GEORGE and
JOHNNY rushi ng through the apartnent and into the BATHROOM
CATHY i s soaked now, holding the pipe with a towel.

GEORCGE smles at the vision of CASSIE wet and her struggling
scene.

CASSI E
George? What are you doi ng?

GEORGE
Johnny informed ne you requested
for sonme assistance. What are you
using to hold the pipe?

CASSI E
Me?
(she | ooks at Johnny, who
| ooks away)
Yes, please. Help.

Ceorge takes over her hold on the pipe. At that nonent, they
slightly touch. Their eyes |ocked. The stare is quite |ong
and hard. Wth the distraction, their hands nove, and the
wat er agai n expl odes. They are both soaked. CASSIE screans.
CEORGE | aughs. And so does CASSI E.

JOHNNY still standing at the door, |eaves the bathroom
smling.
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| NT. BROAD SHOW NI GHT

The two couples arrive at the show The entrance is packed
wi th people. They hand the tickets and continue to enter the
bui I di ng.

GEORCGE turns to the group.

GEORGE
(he | ooks at his watch)
| think we have sone tine. Ladies,
| ets take your coats and we wil |
return in a short tine.

The girls take off their coats, both |ooking beautiful in
their little black dresses. The nmen are unable to hide their
adm ration. CATHY nervously clings on her dress as she hands
her jacket to LEONARD

CASSI E
Wil e you guys take care of this,
we will be at the | adies room

(She pulls Cathy with her)

The nmen continued to watch themas the girls disappear into
the restroom

CUT TGO

I NT. WOMAN' S BATHROOM SAME NI GHT

CASSIE still pulling CATHY - starts to breath heavily. As
they enter the room she grabs sone paper towels and puts
bet ween her arnpits.

CATHY
What are you doi ng?

CASSI E
What do you think? | amfrigging
sweat i ng!

CATHY
You only perspire this nuch when
you are nervous.

(at Cassie’ s |o0o0k)

Why are you nervous? You are a
gorgeous nodel. You are used to be
admred. Men tend to gravitate
t owar ds you.
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CASSI E
| don’t know. It is sonething about
George. He has such power over ne.
| feel like a high school girl with
a crush.

She grabs nore paper towels and puts between her |egs. CATHY
burst in | aughing.

CASSI E ( CONTD)
What is so funny? Is ny pain sone
kind of entertai nnent to you.

CATHY
No. No. It is not that. | just
t hought you were....so cool before
and now....you just gave a whol e
new vi si on about popular girls.
CASSI E
What do you nean?
CATHY
It is just...l amfinally realizing

- at the age of thirty - popular
girls are just regular
girls...deep, deep, deep down.
Besi des, who knew you coul d be so
neurotic.

(she hugs her sister)
Don’t forget,nmy darling sister
Ceorge is lucky to be with you and
you don’t have to be...anything but
your fabul ous self.

CASSI E hugs her sister back, thanking her for her support.
Wi | e huggi ng she | ooses the grip between her |l eg and the
paper towel fall the floor, which nade them both | augh.

CUT TO

| NT. THE THEATER- NI GHT

The play is in the process. W see audi ences | aughi ng,
crying, enjoying the nmusic. In the mdst of the crowd, we
see the two couples, enjoying the show. CASSI E and CATHY are
sitting between the nen. CASSIE and George share a shy,
nervous smle as their arns gently touch. Wile the other
coupl e, secretly, are hol ding hands.
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| NT. PARK - DUSK

CASSIE is power wal king at the park. It is a cold day. In
t he di stance she sees GEORCGE taking picture.

As she approaches him from behi nd.

CASSI E
Ceor ge?

CEORGE
Hey.

CASSI E

Taki ng pictures, huh? | thought you
i ke taking pictures of sport

ganmes?
GEORGE
What can | say.It is good to do
sonet hing el se....enhance your
portfolio, as they say. | love this
park - in this season
CASSI E
Yeah...ne too. By the way, thank you
for the show 1 had...|
mean...we...had a great tine.
GEORGE

(he |1 ooks her up and down)
What are you doing - jogging?

CASSI E
Power wal king. Can i see what you
t ook?

He | ooks at her - he cones closer and shows his "hobby". The
pictures are from people, birds, the sky and the city of New
Yor k.

CASSI E
Ww. These are beautiful.
(she sees a little girl
feedi ng a duck)
Can | ?

He notions "go ahead". She kneels down and takes the picture
of the little girl feeding the duck. The duck takes the
food, which nmakes the girl smle.

CGECORGE | ooks over her shoul der as she observed her work.
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GEORGE
You have a good eye.

CASSI E
You think so?

a seat at a nearby bench.

GEORGE
Yes. You are an arti st.

CASSI E
| do | ove beautiful things.
(at his sad face)
VWhat ? What is wong?

GEORGE
My daughter woul d have been her
age.
(a sigh)
Every little girl | see rem nd ne
of the things ny Emma will never be

able to do. First step. First

| augh. First kiss. She will never
be a kid and i will never have the
experience many parents take for
gr ant ed.

They are hol di ng hands.

CASSI E
Life...is always a test. You | ost
your little girl and Johnny | ost
his parents. Wiat is the point of
t hat ?

He sees Cassie in a different |ight

GEORGE
You have changed, Cassie.

CASSI E
What do you nean?

GEORGE
Back in high school. You were such
an i ce queen. | never understood
what nade you such a..

CASSI E
... bitch.
(not willing to answer her, he
wai t s)
( MORE)
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CASSI E (cont’ d)
Vll, it doesn’t help your parents
| eave you at that age. My father
nmet some 20 year old and ny nother

dunped us - | eaving John to take
care for his little sisters. | was
so hurt. | never told anyone, how

it inpacted ne. Wth ny brother
busy to make |ife normal for us and
nmy sister angry at the world, I
just build this wall up, trying to
hi de the hurt.

GEORGE
| heard about that. About your
parents | eaving. |Is that why you
never dated in high school ?

CASSI E
what are you tal king about? | dated
in high school.

GEORGE

You went on dates. You never dated
a guy for nore than two dates. Did
you not |i ke any of the boys in the
school to last for a week or a

mont h?

CASSI E
You really had no idea, did you? I
have |i ked one boy throughout the
hi gh school. The first boy i

ki ssed.

CGEORGE
VWho?

CASSI E
You.

GECRGE
Me?

CASSI E

Yes. W kissed at Kevin's birthday
party. Renenber 7 m nutes of
heaven?

GEORGE
Kevi n? Wasn’t his party like the
ei ght grade? Gosh, that is such a
life tinme ago. You |iked nme since
the 8th grade?
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CASSI E
Yes. You were the first boy |
kissed. My first crush. It is a big
thing for a young girl. First
crush. You don’t forgot you fist
crush so quickly.

GEORGE
Vll, for what is worth. You were
the first girl | ever kissed. |

al ways you t hought were pretty.

CASSI E
You did? | waited for you to ask ne
out --but you never did.

GEORGE
| had no idea. | thought, i had no
chance, since you refused every

guy.
She stops. Takes a step back.

CASSI E
Vel |l those were the old days.
(silence)

Anyhow, i have to go. Thank you for
t he quick class--and trusting ne
W th your canera.

GEORGE
You are wel cone. Have a
ni ce...power wal k. Cassie?
(she turns)
| amsorry | didn't ask you out. |
guess | m ssed out.

She flashed a smle - she appreciated his kind words. Though
it is abit too late

They wave goodbye. And she | eaves.

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

The trios are standing in front of JOHNNY' S parents graves -
carrying flowers. JOHNNY puts his flowers on top of his

not her’ s stone.

J OHNNY
Happy birthday, nom

Both the girls wi shed her happy birthday.
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JOHNNY ( CONTD)
Do you think it is weird?

CASSI E
VWhat ?

J OHNNY
W shi ng her a happy birthday - when
she is not here anynore.

CATHY
No, it is not weird. Birthdays are
about celebrating the day you were
born and your life. Your noms life
was precious and we have to
cel ebrate...just |ike when we
celebrate --

CASSI E
--George Washi ngton birthday.

CATHY | ooks at CASSIE like "really, George
Washi ngton". CASSIE | ooks back "sorry".

JOHNNY
Oh. K

They take a nonent to say goodbye to both REBECA and JOHN
As they | eave...

J OHNNY
Sonetines i feel bad...

CATHY
Bad about what ?

J OHNNY
Bei ng happy. Laughi ng.

They stop.

CASSI E
Oh, sweetie, it is not weird to
feel bad, but i prom se you - your
are parents are so happy to hear
t hat you are happy.

J OHNNY
You think so?
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CASSI E
| know so. And it nakes us
feel....really happy to hear that

you are doing well.

The sisters hug him

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

CATHY and LEO are at a restaurant; Silently eating their
dinner. Once in a while they |Iook up and smle.

Leo suddenly chuckles. Cathy |ooks up and smles.

CATHY
VWhat ?

LEO
Nothing. It just...how did we
becone these peopl e?

CATHY
| am sorry. \Wat peopl e?

LEO
| renmenber a tinme when we coul dn’'t
sit for a mnute without talKking.
Wrse we al ways over shared and
argued about any topic. There is no
subject that we didn't discuss.

CATHY
That was way back then.

LEO
What changed?

CATHY
What are you tal king about? W
haven’t seen each other for nore
than a decade. Last we saw one
another, | was this young pathetic
hi gh school kid. |I was angry at the
worl d and scared of any enotiona
connecti on.

LEO
Pat hetic. | don’t renmenber you as
anything but a strong, intelligent
and... maybe a bit high strung.
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CATHY
(sighs)
Thi nki ng back, | feel like you
shoul d have hated ne. Don’t you
think I was to nean...too bossy?

LEO
You were ny friend. Nothing you did
bot hered ne. You were undeni ably the
nmost fascinating girl | ever net.

She i s speechl ess.

Si | ence.
CATHY
What do you want to tal k about?
Politics? Religion? Me?
They | augh.

MONTAGE

| NT. MALL- DAY

The trios CASSIE, CATHY and JOHNNY are out Chri stmas
shoppi ng.

| NT. LEONARD S APARTMENT- NI GHT

LEONARD and LENNY are decorating the Christmas tree.

I NT. GEORGE' S LI VI NG ROOM SAME NI GHT

GEORCE is sitting in the living - eating dinner- watching
TV.

EXT. ST. LOU' S - EARLY MORNI NG

We see the streets of ST. LOU S covered in snow.
| NT. CATHY' S APARTMENT- DAY

LENNY and LEONARD just arrived - carrying gifts and food -
still covered in snow.
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LEONARD
Merry Chri st nas!
CATHY
Merry Chri st mas!
CASSI E
Look at you guys --let ne help you

clean off the snow

Bot h CASSI E and CATHY hel p the guest settle - JOHNNY is a no
show.

LENNY
Where i s Johnny?

CASSI E
He is in his room | think he is
bit sad today, sweetie --First
Christnmas wi thout his parents.

LENNY
Can i talk to hinf

CASSI E plays with LENNY hair and strokes her cheek.

CASSI E
O course.l think he would |ike
t hat .

And she di sappears in JOHNNY' S room

LEONARD
Poor Johnny- -

CATHY
It is the Holidays, you know? The
| oss of his parents is hitting him
really hard...l amjust worried.

CASSI E
Lets go and see if we can pursued
himto cone out.

The trio walk toward his room As they enter his room -
LENNY is sitting quietly next to him

LEONARD
Hey buddy- -

JOHNNY

(small, forced smle)
Hel | o.
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CASSIE quietly | ooks to her nephew - suddenly an idea popped
i n her head.

CASSI E
You know...?
(smal | pause)

CATHY
What ?

CASSI E
| have an idea. Lets all get
dressed - put your jacket and
gl oves on.

LENNY
What ?

CASSI E

It is a surprise.
(pause)

Are you with us?

(at Johnny)

He shrugs his shoul der.

CASSI E
That is the spirit. OK get dressed
and make sure you are warm

They stared at her confused.
CATHY

Were are we going? Is it far? Are
we driving?

CASSI E
| am not saying anything -- but i
will say, it is not a driving
di st ance.
(smal | pause)
Let’ s gol!

CUT TGO

EXT. THE ROOF- DAY
Excited CASSI E opens the roof door, followed by the rest.

The gang are not particularly excited.
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CATHY
(1 ooki ng around the roof
covered with 5-6 inches of

snow)

This is your surprise?
CATHY turns to CASSIE - SPLASH a snowball hits on her face.

CATHY
VWhat the F....

The children start to | augh - CATHY noti ces JOHNNY | aughi ng-
CATHY then realized CASSIE S plan. She quickly grabs sone
snow and nade a snowbal |l - scaring JOHANNY and LENNY.

CATHY
You think that was funny--

The children | aughing -spread - and start to run - CATHY
then turns and hits LEONARD. It was a ganme of fun - children
hit the wonen - the wonen hit LEONARD- LEONARD hits
everyone. CASSIE creates a big snowball -ready to shoot
CATHY- she sneaks cl oser and cl oser.

CASSI E
Cat hy!

CATHY turns to CASSIE -sees the snowbal | - ducks fast-
hitting....GEORGE

Silence for a second. No one noves - CEORCE face is tense.
Suddenly, he pulls out a well-nolded snowball fromhis
pocket and throws at CASSIE - hitting on her

shoul der. Everyone bursts | aughing.

The snow fight continues into a full pledged snowball fight.

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- AFTERNOON

The gang returned - covered in snow faces blue/ red from
the cold and fight. Smiles and | aughter all around.

CASSI E and GEORGE are standing at the door. They smle at
each other. She touches his red-face.

CASSI E
| hope i didn't hit you too hard.
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GEORGE
(grabs her hand)
Wth this small hand. .. pl ease.

JOHNNY wat ches the couple flirt - LENNY points out that they
are standi ng under a m stl etoe.

JOHNNY
Hey | ook...m stl et oe!

GEORCGE and CASSI E | ooked up - and then | ooked at each ot her
- smling. The gang peer pressures themto kiss. And so they
do. The kiss is sweet, soft and innocent....or is it? They
felt sonething - but they both shrugged it off.

As they are kissing - CATHY and LEONARD, share a gl ance.

GEORGE
Um...well, i will see you guys.
(at the children)
Merry Chri st mas.

JOHNNY
Way don’t you stay?

GEORGE
Thank you, buddy -- but i think
have i nposed nysel f enough.

CATHY
No, you haven’t. You are welcone to
stay. As matter of fact--we insist.

George gazes into the children eyes - begging himto stay -
to CASSIE; letting himknow "he is wel cone".

GEORGE
Sure. I will stay. Thank you.

CUT TO

I NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- LATER THAT NI GHT

Dinner is over. The children are in JOHNNY' S room The
adults are standing at the foyer - GEORGE is | eaving. He
shakes hands wi th LEONARD, hugs both the wonen - and | eaves.

CASSI E
Well, et ne see what the children
are up to. I wll send your

daughter out.
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LEONARD
Thank you, Cassie.

They hug and wi sh each other "Merry Christmas". CASSIE

| eaves - | eaving CATHY and LEONARD -standi ng unconfortabl e.
LEONARD gently grabs CATHY and pulls her to the door - under
the m stl et oe.

CATHY
(whi speri ng)
What are you doi ng?

He points at the mstletoe - they | ook at each other. This
is a kiss they waited for a very, very long tine. Before he
ki sses her - his hands tenderly runs through her long Irish
hair. She closes her eyes - his eyes watch her as she enjoys
his touch. He finally kisses her - a long slow kiss. It is
as if they want to enjoy each second and touch.

The children | aughter and voices grow | ouder as they
approach them cl oser - they quickly separate. Flushed - they
| ook around, hoping no one realized what just happened. And
no one did.

| NT. LEONARD S BUI LDI NG SAME NI GHT
LEONARD and LENNY entering the building - greeting the front
desk personnel. A woman, MELANI E, 30 watches them as they

wal k by. She gets up.

MELANI E
Hel | o, Lenny.

Bot h LENNY and LEONARD turned to the voice.

LENNY
Mom
LEONARD
Mel ani e.
MELANI E
(at Lenny)

Can i have hug? | have been waiting
for an hour.

LENNY runs to her nother and hugs her tight. MELAN E and
LEONARD share a gl ance.

MELANI E

(at Leonard)
Hel | o Leo--

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

His reacti
sm | es.

LENNY
What are you doi ng here?

MELANI E
| just want to spend the holiday
with my daughter...holiday is to
spend with the famly after all.
(she ki sses her daughter and
hol ds her tight)

LEONARD
A call will have been great.

LENNY
Ch, daddy...can nommy spend the
holiday with us?

onis clear - he wants to say "NO'-

| NT. JOHNNY’ S BEDROOM - SAME NI GHT

CASSIE is

102.

but j ust

CUT TGO

tucking JOHNNY in, stroking his hair.

CASSI E

Did you had an OK Christmas day?
JOHNNY

Yeah...it was fun.
CASSI E

| amjust so proud of you. | know

this was a difficult day for you.

JOHNNY
Yeah. Momry and daddy al ways made
Christmas a big deal. Since | can
remenber, every Christmas day, we
wake up early in the norning and
opened gifts throughout the day.
(small smle)
Monmy | oved to hide the gifts and
make us guess the hiding places.

CASSI E
Real | y? That sounds fun.

JOHNNY
It was.
(small smle)
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CASSI E

I f you would I|ike we can keep your

nother’s tradition. Wuld you |ike

t hat ?
He takes a second to think about it and nods "yes". She
ki sses his forehead.
| NT. LEONARD S DI NNI NG ROOM MORNI NG
LEONARD, LENNY and MELANI E are having breakfast. It is the
i mage of a perfect, happy famly.
| NT. CATHY’ S WORK- DAY
CATHY is in the mdst of a neeting.

CASSIE is preparing for the conpany New Year's party.

EXT. ST. LOU S - DAY
JOHNNY and GEORGE are wal ki ng BUCKY.

| NT. RESTAURANT- DAY

The girls are having lunch. They are enjoying each others
conpany - it is obvious their relationship has evol ved.

| NT. LEONARD S APARTMENT- DUSK

MELANI E and LENNY are in the bedroom -tal ki ng.

LEONARD, pensi vely, in the living room repeatedly dials
CATHY' S nunmber, but hangs up as soon as he hears a ring

t one.

I NT. L1 VI NG ROOM DUSK

Johnny and the sisters are enjoying a | azy Sunday. They are
readi ng a book.

Johnny glares at a picture of his father. Cassie notices.

CASSI E
Are you OK?
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JOHNNY
Can you tell sonme stories about ny
dad?

The girls share a | ook.

CATHY
Sure. Let ne think?
(At Cassie)
Do you have anything specific you
want to share?

CASSI E
How about how he saved the day?

Cathy gestures himto join themat the sofa and so he does.

CATHY
A long, long tine ago...we were
about couple years ol der than you
are right now. W were a nornma
American famly.

CASSI| E
VWhat ever normal is.

CATHY
Right. Anyway. It was the sunmer
of 1995. Everything was goi ng
wel | ,until one day our father
announced he was | eaving the
famly.

JOHNNY
Where was ny dad?

CASSI E
You father was couple years ol der
and noved to coll ege.

CATHY
As | was saying...our world turned
upsi de down that summer. Qur
not her...your grandnother...was
devastated. Finally the first day
of high school..we woke up late. W
knocked on our parents door and
found our nother al so noved.

CASSI E

Yeah, she took everything and
di sappeared. Wt hout a word.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 105.

J OHNNY
You nust have been scar ed.

CASSI E
W were. W felt so al one. W
didn’t know what to do.

J OHNNY
So, what did you do?

CASSI E
We cal | ed your dad.

CATHY
Your dad was so great. He rushed so
qui ckly and was |li ke a hero. He
cane wth | ove and dedication. As
soon as he arrived and hugged us,
knew we were going to be okay.

CASSI E
| renmenber that night. |
was crying so hard. But John
ensured nme that he will be there to
protect us and we can al ways count
on him And we al ways did.

JOHNNY
Wowi

CASSI E
Ww is right. He was anazi ng even
at 21. | have never net any other

boy or man that neasured up to him
in strength, courage and | ove.

CATHY
You remind ne of him

JOHNNY
(smles)
| do?

CATHY
More and nore everyday.

Johnny hugs his aunts, tightly.
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| NT. JOHNNY' S BEDROOM DAY

JOHNNY sits on the edge of his bed, dialing LENNY' S nunber.
She answers. She is - sitting in her bed - draw ng.

| NTER CUT THE PHONE

J OHNNY
Hey.

LENNY
What’' s up?

J OHNNY

Are you OK? | haven’'t heard
anything fromyou in a while.

LENNY
| am fine.
(keepi ng the conversation
short)
Just busy with the famly.

JOHNNY
Ch. So, whats the plan for New
Year ?

LENNY
What do you nean?

J OHNNY
You know...the plan?

LENNY
| don’t know.

JOHNNY
We have to do sonething.
(silence)
Are you still with ne?

LENNY
No.

JOHNNY
No...what do you nean "no"?

CATHY wal ks by JOHNNY’' S bedroom and hears sone tension in
JOHNNY’ S voi ce.

LENNY

Look, Johnny...l think the plan is
not going to work.
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J OHNNY
Way not ?

LENNY
My nomis back

J OHNNY
Your mom When did she cane back?

LENNY
Christmas night. | think, ny
parents are getting back together.
Upset and angry - JOHNNY hangs up the phone. Shocked, CATHY
qui ckly goes to her room
| NT. SPECI AL DAY- LATE NI GHT

It is New Year’'s eve. EMPLOYEES - with their dates -
enjoying the party.

CATHY wal ks around the room - as the host- making sure
everything is going snoothly.

She stops at CASSIE - standing al one.
It is the countdown. 5, 4, 3, 2, 1--HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Peopl e are scream ng and ki ssi ng.

The sisters | ook at each other. CASSIE raises her glass -
CATHY fol | ows.

CASSI E
Here is to be single.

CATHY
Cheers.

They clink their gl asses.

| NT. GEORGE' S LI VI NG ROOM SAMVE NI GHT

GEORCE enters his apartnment - he just wal ked his dog. He
wal ks to the kitchen and grabs a beer. As he passes the
phone - he notices 4 mssed calls and pushed the play
butt on.

First nessage - his parents.
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FATHER ( OS)
Hell o, son. It’s your father and
your not her.

MOTHER ( OS)
Hel l o. W just want to wish you a
happy New Year

FATHER ( OS)
Yes. Happy New Year.

MOTHER ( OS)
| hope you had a good day.

FATHER
Call us, son.

MOTHER ( OS)
W | ove you.

BEEP.
Second nessage - CASSI E
CASSI E (05)
Hel | o, George. Just want to w sh
you happy New Year
(smal | pause)

Happy New Year.
BEEP.
Third nmessage - his ex.

WOMVAN VO CE (0S)

Hey. It is ne. | received your
messages. | amsorry, it took nme so
long to reply. George, i think it
is time we let it go. | don’t blame
you anynore...it was an accident --
an horrible accident. But, | know
you | oved her...she | oved you too.
(silence)

Goodbye, George. Be happy.

Per pl exed, GEORCGE hits the redial button two nore tines. H's
eyes start to swell. BUCKY realizing how sad GEORGE i s goes
to himand put his chin on GEORCGE S feet. CEORGE sits beside
his dog and hugs him His face shows a sigh of relief.
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| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

JOHNNY i s taking sone books fromhis | ocker, when LENNY
arrives.

LENNY
Johnny- -

JOHNNY is tense - he won’t | ook at her.

LENNY
| am sorry.
(still no response)
| just want ny parents back
together. Is that so bad?

JOHNNY
(sighs and turns to her)
No, it isn’'t bad. Are they happy?
Your parents. |Is your father as
happy with your nother as he was
wi th Cat hy?

LENNY
| think so.

J OHNNY
Good for you. You have your famly
back.
And so he | eaves - exiting the school- toward CATHY.
LENNY follows him- glares outside at her father, who is
unabl e to keep his eyes from CATHY. CATHY, on the ot her
hand, is ignoring any eye contact.

CUT TGO

| NT. LEONARD S LI VI NG ROOM NI GHT

LEONARD i s surfing the channels. LENNY, unable to sleep,
enters the living room

LENNY
Daddy- -

LEONARD
Lenny. What is wrong?
(he turns off the vol une)
Cone here.

She sits next to her father.
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LENNY
| couldn’t sleep

LEONARD
A,
(he hugs her tight)
Somet hi ng bot hering you- -

LENNY
| was just thinking...Are you not
happy that nother returned?

LEONARD
Way are you asking ne that?
Don’t i | ook happy?
LENNY
The truth?
LEONARD
Sweetie...always the truth.
LENNY
You don’t smle when nother is

around.
(he quietly listens to his
young daught er)

| look at you sonetines, when it is

the three of us... and i feel you
are sonmewhere else. | just want you
to know --1 wll be fine, whatever

and whoever you choose...as long as
i amw th you

LEONARD
You know, Lenny...no matter what
happens with you nother and ne...|

will always | ove her, because we

made you...our beautiful, amazing

daughter. | Il ove you so nuch.
LENNY

| | ove you, daddy.
They continued to snuggle, surfing through the channels.

CUT TGO
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| NT. SPECI AL DAY- DAY

It is lunch tinme, nost of the enployees are out of the
of fice.

LEONARD rushes through the building, |ooking for CATHY.
CASSI E and hi m nake eye-contact in the distance. It takes a
second for her to react, but then she points himto CATHY' S
of fice.

CATHY is working on the conputer and tal king to her
assi stant. He knocks on the door.

CATHY
Cone in.

And so he does. Silence.

L EONARD
Hel 1 o, Cathy.

CATHY
Leo.
(she lets the assistant go)
What can i do for you?

LEONARD
(he | ooks around the office)
Ni ce office.

CATHY
Thank you.

He cl oses his door - scans the office.

LEONARD
It really suits you

CATHY
Leo- -

LEONARD

She i s gone.

CATHY
She i s gone. Who?

LEONARD
Don't do that? You know who | am
tal ki ng about .
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CATHY
Listen. | am busy. | have no tine
for personal issues. | amsorry
that Melanie is gone. | w sh you
t he best. ..

LEONARD

| am not sorry that she is gone. |
asked her to | eave.

CATHY
You di d?

LEONARD
Have dinner with ne... this
Sat ur day?

CATHY
| can’'t.

Di sappoi nted, he takes her reaction as "no". He turns to

| eave- -

CATHY
But. ..
(he turns back)
| have an anniversary party for ny
conmpany on Saturday...five years.
Wul d you like to be ny date?

He smles - she snml es back.

CUT TGO

| NT. ELEVATOR - N GHT

CASSIE enters the building and into the el evator. She pushes
her floor nunber, when she heard a man’s voice "hold the

el evator, please" and so she does. The man turns out to be
GEORGE. It is a different GEORGE - a well grooned, sharp,
smling CGCEORGE.

GEORGE
Thank you. OH, it is you.

CASSI E
Yes, it is me. The question
is...who are you? You | ook great.

GEORGE
Thank you.
(pause)

( MORE)
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GECRCE (cont’ d)
It is weird to get this kind of
conplinment...mkes you wonder how
you | ooked before. Anyhow, how are
t hi ngs?

CASSI E
Good. | amreally good. Busy
preparing for SPECI AL DAY
fifth-year anniversary.

GEORGE
Real | y? That is great. Please
congratul ate Cathy for ne.

CASSI E
| will. Though you can do it in
person. Cone to the party. It is
t hi s Sat urday.

GEORGE
Saturday. | can't.

CASSI E
(di sappoi nt ed)
That is to bad. Wll, if you can
try too make it. The party is
t hr oughout the night.

GEORGE
Il wll do nmy best.

| NT. CATHY LIVING N GHT

113.

JOHNNY wat ches his aunts getting ready for the party and
waves t hem goodbye as they bl ow hi m ki sses.

babysitter,

He | ooks at his

who i s busy texting her boyfriend. He grabs the
house phone and di al s LENNY.

JOHNNY

They are gone.
LENNY (OS)

He is gone as well. | think tonight

is the night.
JOHNNY

| hope so. Playing cupid is tiring.

LENNY ( OS)
| know.
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JOHNNY
Lenny- -

LENNY (OS)
Yeah.

JOHNNY

| amreally sorry about your
parents, but | amglad we are
part ners again.

LENNY ( OS)
| know. Me too.

JOHNNY
So, what do we do with our
deadl i ne. New years has passed.

LENNY ( OS)
| think we were wong about new
years.

JOHNNY
we?

LENNY (OS)

| nmean what were we

t hi nki ng...playing cupid ..all the
romantic stuff...what other day
coul d be nore perfect

t han...val enti nes day!

Johnny rolls his eyes.

LENNY ( OS)
What do you think?

JOHNNY
Yes. But we are sticking to that.
We have to push for "cupid" day.

CUT TGO

| NT. SPECI AL DAY- SAME NI GHT

It is the big night. The roomis full of enployees and
clients. Everyone is dressed. RACHAEL and CATHY at the
center of the party- networking and hosting. CASSIE is in
t he background maki ng sure everything is running snoothly.

JANE enters the party - making a big entrance - followed by
her fiance and her parents...the G LMORE
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CATHY wel cones the clients and serves them chanpagne. In the
corner of her eyes, she sees LEOQ and excuses herself.

LEONARD - ami dst the crowed - |ocks his eyes with CATHY - as
t hey nmake their way toward each ot her.

CATHY
Hel | o.

LEONARD
You | ook beauti ful.

CATHY
(nervous and a bit shy)
You don’t |l ook to bad yourself. How
| ong have you been here? Do you
want sonething to drink?

LEONARD
| just want to dance with you.

She lets himpull her toward the dance floor. He pulls her
close to him- waist to waist. She waps her arnms around his
neck and he around her waist. They dance and dance. Their
bodies fitting perfectly together - |ike two pieces of a
puzzle. H's hand slowy going up and down her back.

Uw lling to wait for himto nake a nove - she kisses him
And he ki sses her back.

CASSIE, on the other side of the room sees this and
smles. Finally. Her smle quickly fades when she sees RAY
and JENNY G LMORE. She hi des away- di sappearing into the
crowd.

CUT TGO

The party is ending. CATHY is getting ready to give a speech
- signaling to her enployees to gather. LEONARD gets a cal
from LENNY and | eaves the party to a quite area.

CATHY

(in front of the m crophone)
Hel | o everyone.

(all eyes on her)
| want to take a mnute to give
thanks - first to nmy enpl oyees
al so known as ny partners.
consi der them ny partner because we
coul d never have done so well
W t hout them They are the nost
har dwor ki ng, |oyal bunch of
i ndi vidual s you will ever neet.
Pl ease give thema big hand to the
group of the SPECI AL DAY.
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Appl ause.

CATHY
| also would Iike to thank ny
clients, who we consider our
famly. We would like to thank you
for allowi ng us to cel ebrate each
special day with you and your
beautiful famlies.

Appl ause

CATHY ( CONTD)
Finally, I would like to thank ny
partners...mnmy best friend since
hi gh school, Rachael -- and ny
sister, Cassie. Rachael is ny
partner since the beginning and
this week, we have asked ny sister
to be part of our conpany and...
she accepted. Cone on ladies, join
me here.

Appl ause. The ladies join her at the stage.

JENNY realizing who CASSIE is - drops her drink. The room
turns to her.

JENNY 3 LMORE
You!

The party cones to a stark halt.

CATHY
Are you alright, Ms G I nore?

JENNY G LMORE
She is your sister? And she works
her e?

CASSI E and RAY are clearly shocked and nervous.

JANE
Mot her...what is the matter?

JENNY d LMORE
(turns to her daughter)
Jane, darling, I amsorry to inform
you this way...

RAY
Jenny, is it necessary...
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CATHY
| amsorry...i think...lI
am . . conf used.

JENNY G LMORE

Let ne clarify right here in front
of these wonderful people. W
darling husband of 30 years -- is
having affair with your sister, who
happens to be ny daughter’s weddi ng
pl anner .

(at Ray and Cassie)
What is wong? Did i enbarrass you?

Wel come to ny world. | hope it was
worth what you have been doing for
the past year. | amsorry to inform

you about your sister’s dirty
secret, Catherine.

CATHY
(chuckl es)
l...l...Your husband....and ny
sister. | don’t believe it.

CASSIE - in tears - |ooks at the crowd and her sister and is
unabl e to speak. She rushes through the crowd, enbarrassed -
| eavi ng CATHY st unned.

JENNY d LMORE
Now, do you believe ne?
(at Ray)
Ch,darling....l want a divorce.

And she | eaves - followed by Jane.

CUT TO

| NT. SPECI AL DAY/ HALLWAY- SAME NI GHT

CASSIE, in tears,- bunps to LEONARD in the hallway, passes
him he runs after her - she reaches the el evator - pushes
the button several tinmes, but is not noving quick enough.
She sees the stairs sign.

They are at the stairs - out of the public sight. LEONARD
grabs her arm

LEONARD
What happened? Why are you crying.
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CASSI E
What ? You didn't see the big show
down there?

LEONARD
Show down. No. | went outside to
call Lenny. Wat happened?

CASSI E takes a seat at the top of the stairs and LEONARD
j oi ns her.

Sil ence. LEONARD gi ves CASSIE a nonent to breath and cal m
down.

CASSI E
Do you have this feeling that you
want to change how peopl e see you
and all you do is prove that they
were right all along. Well, that is
what happened, i proved themright.
(smal | pause)

Ever since we were young... i got
the title of the easy twin, the
wi | d one.
(Leonard quietly listened to
her)
How did i becane this way? | don’'t
want to be the slut sister. | want

to be | oved and respect ed.

LEONARD
| respect you. You are great
person, Cassie. Anyone who has
problem with that, can go to hell!

CASSI E

(smles)
You are sSo sweet.

She puts her head on his shoul der and he holds her - trying
to confort her. And in cones --CATHY.

CATHY
What is going on?

The two turned and separate quickly - looking bit guilty.
Bef ore CASSI E or LEONARD coul d speak, CATHY stops them

CATHY ( CONTD)
Tal ki ng about Deja vu.
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CASSI| E
VWhat ?!

CATHY
You are doing the sanme thing you
did at that party.

CASSI E
VWhat party?

CATHY
Yeah...hard to keep them apart,
right? Many parties, many nen. Ray,
CGeorge, Leo, and God knows who. .

LEONARD
Cat hy- -

119.

Cassi e’ s anger increases, but keeps as cal mas possible.

CATHY
That night...the last night at our
hi gh school. | was going to tel
Leo, | loved him..only to find you
guys ki ssi ng.

CASSI E

| ki ssed Leo?

LEONARD
You | oved ne. ..

CATHY tries to get a hold of herself. Her voice is shaking.

She is standing close to CASSIE.

CATHY

Is it true? Did you had an affair
with Ray G | nore?

(Cassi e doesn’t answer - she

stares at her, bl ank)
How coul d you sleep with a married
guy? Your problemis that you don’'t
t hi nk about your action. Every
action has consequences, Cassie.
Maybe, you shoul d think about that
bef ore you sabot age our
relati onship and the rel ati onshi ps

of others.

(at hersel f)
What ami doing? | can see
interrupted something here...please
conti nue.
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CASSIE tries to stop her sister, but CATHY slaps her - hard.
CASSI E, paralyzed with shock, takes the hit.

CATHY | eaves - passing GEORGE- who was listening to the
whol e conversati on.

CASSI E and LEONARD exchange confused | ooks - she notions him
to foll ow CATHY and so he does.

CUT TO

| NT. SPECI AL DAY/ ELEVATOR - SAME NI GHT.

Angry, CATHY proceeds down to the hallway and into an enpty
el evator, pushed the L button.

LEONARD enters just before the door closes.

LEONARD
Cat hy- -

CATHY
Leave ne al one.

She paces around the el evator.

LEONARD
| am sorry.

CATHY
Listen, | just slapped ny sister.
have no probl em doing the sane with
you.

LEONARD
| had no idea what you saw t hat
ni ght.

CATHY
That night...tonight. Wwo is
counti ng?

LEONARD
Ch, please. You know, i was just
conforting her--

CATHY
| bet you were.

LEONARD
Stop it!
(he grabs her shoul der and
st ops her)
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| have never, ever seen Cassie as
anyt hi ng but your sister. | didn't
ki ss Cassie that night. She kissed
me. She ki ssed ne, because she was
drunk. You nust not have been
standi ng there | ong, because she
threw up the second i pushed her
away. Did you see that?

(she shakes her head, no)
Right. | could see in Cassie
reaction the next day...she didn’t
even renenber kissing ne at all.

CATHY
Am i supposed to believe that
m sunder st and the kiss and the

whol e t hing?
LEONARD
Do you think, i wll |ie about
that? Look. Cassie knew. ..i |oved
you...hell, everyone knew, except
you, apparently.
CATHY
You | oved ne...like...love, |ove.
LEONARD

Catherine -- you had ny heart. Ever
since i was sixteen years old.

CATHY
Way didn’t you say sonet hi ng?
LEONARD
| guess, i was scared -- | didn't
think you recipricate ny feelings.
But i amnot scared anynore. | am

not that little shy high school boy
anynore. Cathy-- you...conplete ne.
You are ny best friend. My first
|l ove...and the love of ny life.

(he pulls her close)
| amready to scream..| |ove youl!
| love Catherine Cooper!

Her face beans.

CATHY
| love you too, Leo. | love you so
much. | can’'t believe it, we have

wasted all these years.
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LEONARD
Well, lets not waste anynore tine.

They kiss. And kiss. And kiss. The kiss is as passionate as
two star-crossed |lovers who finally found each other.

CUT TGO

| NT. SPECI AL DAY- SAME NI GHT

CASSI E and GEORCGE are standing apart-face to face- couple
feet away.

She touches her cheek. The cheek is turning red.

CASSI E
Aren’t you gl ad, you cane? You have
m ssed a great party.

CGECORGE stands still - no reaction.
CASSI| E

Oh great. Silence.
(smal | pause)

Look, i can explain.
GEORGE
(quietly)
You don’t have to.
CASSI E
| don’t?
GEORGE

(not hurtfully)
It is not nmy business. You are not
my girlfriend and I have too nuch
going onin ny ow life, to be in
this...i don’t know whatever this
is.

CASSI E
(she takes his words as a bl ow
to the heart)
This was a m st ake.

GEORGE
| hope you are able to fix it -- or
you will | ose everything that is

dear to you
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CASSI E
You know, Ceorge. | am confused
about our relationship. This may
not be the right tinme, but | nust
admt--I truly hate your action
You are so-- anbi guous.

GEORGE
What is that supposed to nean? How
am |...anbi guous? You want ne to
act in a certain way. Be soneone
el se, which |’ m not.

CASSI E
No, Ceorge. | don’t want you to
change. | have no desire to change

who you are. You are who you are
because the obstacl es you have
endured. | admre your strength.
However, you don’t reveal your true
feeling to ne. What are we? What is
the definition of our relationship?

He takes in whatever she had to say. He turns to | eave, she
grabs his arm

CASSI E
Where are you goi ng?

GEORGE
Home. You are right. This is not
the place nor the tinme to discuss
this issue. Goodbye, Cassie.

She lets himgo - and he | eaves. CASSIE collapses into tears
- she knew it was to late - she did | ose everything.

CUT TGO

| NT. CATHY LIVING LATE NI GHT

CATHY still dressed - just arrived fromthe party- enters
JOHNNY’ S room She bends down to kiss his forehead and
covers himwth his blanket. On the corner of her eyes - she
notices a letter addressed to JOHNNY in CASSIE S hand
writing. CATHY picks up the letter and reads the note.

CLCSE UP; THE NOTE
Dear Johnny,

| hate to wite this letter and not
do this face to face, but i

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

124.

couldn’t. | just want you to know
that i love you very nmuch and i am
going to mss you. | have to go for

a while and do sone thinking. |
made sone m stakes that i need to
correct and it is going to hurt --
but not as nuch as it hurts not to
see you. Please know that this has
nothing to do with you and i wll
be back. Prom se ne to be good a
boy for auntie Cathy. Having you in
my Iife has changed ne in a good
way. | thank you for your wonderful
strength and spirit.

See you soon, ny boy.
Love,

Aunti e Cassie

CATHY returns the letter at his spot and | eaves the room

| NT. CATHY' S APARTMENT- EARLY MORNI NG

CATHY sitting at the breakfast area - drinking coffee.
JOHNNY runs to her, with CASSIE S letter in his hand.

JOHNNY
What happened?

CATHY
Cone here.

JOHNNY
No! I don’t want any hugs. What
happened to aunt Cassie?

CATHY
It is along story. | think it i
sonmet hing that Auntie Cassie w |
expl ain when she returns.

s
I

JOHNNY
Pl ease tell ne.
CATHY
| can’t -- it is an adult thing.
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JOHNNY
Bul | shit!
CATHY
Johnny!
J OHNNY
Wiy did she | eave? Did you kick her
out ?
CATHY
No, | didn't. We had a fight --
J OHNNY
Why ?
CATHY
Look- -
JOHNNY

| amthe man of the house and it is
my job to fix --

CATHY
Sweetie...What are you talking
about ?
JOHNNY
(crying)

| tried to fix your problens...and
now everything is ruined.

CATHY
Nothing is ruined. W are going to
be fine. People fight - it is
nothing we can't fix.

JOHNNY
No! This is not the plan.

CATHY
Pl an? Sweetie, take a deep breath.
What pl an?

JOHNNY

| prom sed daddy...that i wll take
care of you and auntie Cassie.

CATHY
You di d?
(she hugs him
That is so sweet of you.
(she 1 ooks at him

( MORE)
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CATHY (cont’ d)
| love you for taking care of us --
but it is not your job...it is our
job to take care of you.

JOHNNY starts to sob - holding his aunt.

CATHY
You are such brave boy.

J OHNNY
You prom se that auntie Cassie wll
cone back?

CATHY
Yes, i promse. Famlies al ways
come back toget her.
J OHNNY
Real | y? Even....when we die?
CATHY
Yes. | really believe famlies cone

together in this life and in the

after life...no matter what. You

know how they say "famly are

connected by blood". | say "we are

connected spiritually", which is

much stronger.
He | ooks into her eyes and he start to believe in her words
and he hugs her.
| NT. SPECI AL DAY- DAY

CATHY in neeting with JANE & JENNY G LMORE

| NT. CATHY’ S APARTMENT- DUSK
CATHY, LEONARD, LENNY and JOHNNY havi ng di nner.

I NT. HOTEL ROOM - DUSK

CASSIE calling her famly - voice nail. Di sheartened, she
hangs up - | eaving no nessage.
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| NT. BASKET BALL COURT- NI GHT

GEORCGE at a gane, wor ki ng.

| NT. SCHOOL CAMPUS- DAY

CASSIE is registering - for sone fashion designer classes.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

CATHY and LEONARD are at a fancy restaurant. LEONARD has
sonething up his sleeve - it shows on his face. He takes a
small box fromhis chest pocket - kneels down- and proposes.
CATHY qui ckly accepts. He puts the ring on her finger - they
ki ss - everyone cl aps.

| NT. HOTEL - DAY

CASSIE, in turnmoil, is watching TV. She keeps | ooking at her
cel |l phone - she picks it up - and starts to text CATHY.

CLOSE UP; HER CELL

CASSI E- Hey, we need to talk. Can we neet for sonme coffee?
CATHY- OK. How about tonorrow?

CASSI E- At eight?

CATHY - sure.

CASSIE - Geat. See ya.

CATHY - OK. Bye.

CASSIE i s beami ng. Everything is turning around for her.
Rel i eved, she sm|es.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP- NI GHT

CASSIE is waiting for CATHY - nervously - |ooks around.

CATHY arrives - looking equally nervous - waves her hello
and takes a seat in front her.

CASSI E
How i s Johnny?
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CATHY
Good. He mi sses you.

CASSI E
| mss himtoo.

Si | ence.

CATHY
What have you been up to...this
past nont h?

CASSI E
This and that. Just making the
necessary changes, i guess.

CATHY
Such as. ..

CASSI E
| am goi ng back to school. Fashion
desi gn.

CATHY
(1 npressed)
Real | y?

CASSI E

Yeah. ..

(pause)
| cant believe you thought i kissed
Leo!

(she burst out)
You really think that |ow about ne!
What kind sister are you?

CATHY
Excuse ne! Are you or are you not
the mstress of Ray G I nore.

A coupl e of people shoot curious ook at them- the girls
don’t notice or don’t care.

CASSI E
That is different. I will never go
after someone you care about.
CATHY
Ch, but you did.
CASSI E

| did NOT kiss LEO
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CATHY
YES, YOU...DI D' Leo confirned it.

CASSI E
| kissed Leo...when?

CATHY
The last high school party. He told
me you were too drunk to renenber.

CASSIE tries to remenber that night - but nothing junps up.

CASSI E
(i n disbelief)
| did? | amso sorry. | don’t
r emenber .
CATHY
That is what i heard. | saw you
guys kissing, but i left and didn't
wait to see what happened.
CASSI E
Wiy didn’t you confront me?
CATHY
And say, what? Leo was not ny
boyfri end.
CASSI E

But he neant sonething to you. So
much that it broke our
rel ati onshi p.

CATHY
| should have tal ked to you. I
t hought i was sure what i saw and
it hurt me. The truth is - we
al ways fight about sonething and
just put Leo as the icing on the

cake. | was fed up. Now, the issue
wth Ray --
CASSI E
Ray was a m st ake.
CATHY
How coul d you be with a married
man?
CASSI E
| didn’t know he was married...in
the beginning. | tried to break it
( MORE)
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CASSI E (cont’ d)
of f several tinmes. He is hard nman
to refuse. Anyway - we are
officially over now.

CATHY
Well, you seem better.

CASSI E
| am

Both their expressions relaxed and that |et their defensive
attitudes slowy di sappear.

CATHY
| am gl ad. Can we pl ease hug?

CASSI E
(1 aughi ng)
Yes, please.

They hug and | augh.

CASSI| E
You know...i had no idea that the
Glnore’s were a client.

CATHY
| know. We did keep you at arns
length with that contract. W were
pl anning to ease you into it before
you neet the nore elite clients.

CASSI E
| hope you didn't | ose the
contract.

CATHY

No, we were able change their
m nds. We actually had the weddi ng
a week ago.

CASSI E
| guess, | amfired.

CATHY
| thought you quit.
(alittle laughter)
(silence)
Oh, | forgot about the | atest news.
Leo and | tal ked that night.
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CASSI E
And? Are you together?

CATHY
Better than that?
(She shows her l|eft hand - her
engagenent ring)
We are getting married!

CASSI E
No way!

CATHY
Yes!

CASSI E

Ch ny god. | am so happy for you
When is the weddi ng date?

CATHY
Val enti nes day.

CASSI E
O next year?
(Cat hy shakes her head, no)
This valentine. Like in tw weeks.
Wiy so fast?

CATHY
W just don’t want waste anynore
time. W have been in |ove since
hi gh school and it took us nore

than a decade to admt it. | know,
it islate to invite you now, but
pl ease tell me you will cone.
CASSI E
Try to stop ne.
CATHY
Great. Now, lets go hone...l have a
little man, who is dying to see

you.

They stand up, toward the door.

CASSI E
| am sure, Johnny is ecstatic about
t he weddi ng.

CATHY
You will not believe what this boy

and Lenny have been doing the past
coupl e of nonths.
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CASSI| E
VWhat ? Tell ne.
CATHY
No...we need a bottle of wine for

thi s one.

I NT. THE ROOF - N GHT
VALENTI NES/ VEDDI NG NI GHT

The wedding is held at the roof of CATHY' S buil ding. The
roof is decorated with lights and sone flowers. It is snal
inti mte wedding for a handful of guests.

CATHY is standing at the edge of the roof - facing the view
of the city and the Gateway Arch - behind her, four girls
are waiting to catch her bouquet of flowers. She throws the
bouquet and CASSIE catches it.

CUT TO
Peopl e are dancing, including LEONARD and CATHY.
CASSIE - is watching the couple - happy for them

GEORGE (O ©
Wul d you |i ke to dance?

CASSI E turns and sees GEORGE - | ooki ng handsone in his bl ack
suite. GEORCE | ooks at her and smles, encouragingly. It
takes her a second to react, but she nods yes. He takes her
hand and | eads her to the dancing floor. It is a slow song.

GEORGE
You | ook beauti ful.

CASSI| E
Thank you.

GEORGE

| heard you noved in the building.

CASSI E
There was an apartnent avail able on
the second floor- so i decided to
take it- trying to stay close with
the famly. You were right--for
pushing me to fight for ny famly.
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GEORGE
That is great. How are things for
you these days?

CASSI E
(not bei ng nean)
| didn’t think you cared?

GEORGE
O course | do.

CASSI E

It didn't look like it that night.

(George doesn’'t say anyt hi ng)
| amgetting better. Life is
getting nore calner.l am goi ng back
to school. Johnny is officially
going to live with Cathy, Leo and
Lenny. So, | am kind back to the
single life style. Well, kinda. How
about you?

GEORGE
(seens really content)
Life is looking...brighter. |1
m ssed you.

CASSI E
You di d?
GEORGE
Yep.
He pulls her closer to himand whispers in her ear "I really
did". He pulls his head back and their eyes | ock.
CASSI E

| m ssed you too.
(he kisses her for a second,
but she pulls back)
Let’s take our tine. I want to take
it slow

GEORGE
Slow? | can do sl ow.

CASSI E
You know...for a guy, with few
words - you do say a |ot.

GEORGE
Real | y?
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CASSI E
Real |y.
GEORGE
Now, shut up. So, | can kiss these

beautiful tantalizing |lips.

CASSI E
Just waiting for you....
(he ki sses her, before she
coul d finish her sentence)

Around the roof, people are watching themkiss, including
CATHY, LEQO, LENNY and JOHNNY.

LENNY
(at Johnny)
Are you thinking...what i am
t hi nki ng?

JOHNNY | eans to her with a conspiratorial |ook back.

J OHNNY
(devilish smle)
| think so.

CATHY over hears this.
CATHY
(warns them
No - | don’t thinks so.
The children run off laughing. LEO and CATHY join the two
coupl e dancing - side by side. They all w shed each ot her
"Happy Val enti nes Day"

THE END.



