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FADE | N:
EXT. SI DEWALK - DAY

Rl CHARD JOLLEY (30s), business suit with tie undone, peers
down the street. He holds a phone to ear in one hand and a
gym bag in the other.

Rl CHARD
"1l be there. I'mwaiting for the
taxi now.

He pulls the phone away fromhis ear, then sighs. Returns
to phone.

Rl CHARD
Yes, yes | know. She's ny daughter
too. | said six, |I nmean six. |

don't...
Ri chard | ooks at the phone display. Hung up.

Rl CHARD
Bi t ch.

As his head lifts, the taxi pulls up to the curb. He steps
to the back door and opens it.

I NT. TAXI CAB - DAY

Ri chard tosses the bag into the back seat. He glares at the
driver as he junps in.

AMED SARM N, (40S) turns around and snmiles with his biggest
grin.

AVED
Hello. Welcone to ny cab
VWhere. ..
Rl CHARD
You're | ate.
Anmed doesn't flinch. Teeth still show
AVED

l"msorry sir. Five o'clock
traffic is bad today.

Ri chard settles in the seat and pulls the door shut.

Rl CHARD
| need you to go down Al ma, then
turn west on Ccotillo.

Hi s head shakes in agreenent, Aned turns back to drive.
AVED

Very good, sir. M nane is Aned.
What is yours?



Not in the mood to chit-chat, Richard pulls his
Then, he starts to unbutton his shit. He pulls

of f.
Rl CHARD
No of fense, Mhamed, but |'m
havi ng a bad day.
Amed qui ck gl ances back.

AVED
My nanme is Amed. [|'mnot Muslim

tre
hi s

Now Ri chard undoes his belt and next are the pants

Rl CHARD
| need to be at fourteen twelve
Canel back Road by six. No later

Aned doesn't turn this tine.

AVED
No probl em

2.

of f.

]

f
a

cket

Ri chard now has not hi ng but underwear. He unzips the gym

bag and yanks out a rainbow stripe clown suit.

Rl CHARD
(under his breath)
No problem R ght.

He slides in one leg, then the other into the costune.
Pulls it up over his shoulders and buttons it up.

Amed checks the rear view mrror about the tine Ri chard

tosses the red clown wi g on his head.

ANVED
Wah! You're a cl own.

Richard | ooks at himin the mrror.

RI CHARD
No. ' mnot a cl own.

ANVED
But . ..

RI CHARD

It's for ny daughter's birthday.
Relief on Aned's face then the smle returns.

ANVED
Ah, yes. No that makes sense.

Ri chard begins to dab white powder to his face.



Rl CHARD
She's with ny Ex. And she wanted a
cl own.

Amred keeps his eyes on the road, with only a couple of |ooks
in the mrror.

AVED
You are a good fat her.

Ri chard sti ffens.
Rl CHARD

Because I'ma clown for ny
daughter's birthday?

AVED
Yes. You do what it takes to make
her happy.
Both are tossed forward as the brakes squeal. Richard's
forehead taps the back of the front seat - |eaves a white

spot .

Ri chard quickly sits back in his seat. The spot m ssing on
his forehead.

Rl CHARD
VWhat the hell! Are you trying to
kill me?

Amred is shaken, but recovers fast. H s grin is slow but
gr ows.

AVED
|"mso sorry, sir. That driver
pulled right in front of ne.

He I ooks in the mrror and notices Richard' s makeup m shap.

AVED
Sir, you have spot m ssing.

Rl CHARD
VWhat ?

Amed circles a finger around his forehead.

ANMED
Her e.

Ri chard realizes what he neans and fixes the m stake. Aned
| ooks on.

AVED
Very good.

Ri chard pauses, closes his eyes, calnms hinself. He opens
hi s eyes.



RI CHARD
Thanks.

Ri chard pulls out a huge red nose fromthe bag and pops it
on.

Rl CHARD
How do | | ook? Like a clown?

AVED
Li ke a professional clown.

Sonehow, Richard manages a small smle

Rl CHARD
Not nmuch noney in clown work, |
i magi ne.

Amed gl ances and agr ees.

ANVED
No, | wouldn't think so. Any noney
in your job?

Richard's sm | e disappears.

Rl CHARD
It does, but it all goes to
Ex-wife, kid' s future tuition, car
paynments. ..

ANMED
Doesn't | eave nuch for you?

Ri chard reflects on that a nonent.
Rl CHARD
No. It doesn't. And I'mtired of
it.

He suddenly in a panic starts tearing through the clothes in
the gymbag. Frantic, he looks in the seat as well.

RI CHARD
G eat.

Amed notices something's am ss.

ANMED
Problem sir?

Ri chard conti nues to hunt.

Rl CHARD
M wal l et.

Cl othes and jacket fly around the seat.



RI CHARD
| can't find it.

He stops in revel ation.
Rl CHARD
| left it on nmy desk when | ordered
t he cab.

Amed | ooks at his passenger in the mrror.

ANMED
Don't worry. W can work sonething
out .

Richard | oses it.

Rl CHARD
You don't get it. |'magetting
screwed! | owe everyone! [|I'm
tapped out. | can't even rub two
penni es together. |'ll probably

even | ose ny apartnent.

Aned tries to reassure.

ANMED

Thi ngs could turn around.
Rl CHARD

What ever .
ANMED

No |I'm serious. Your future can
change for the better.

Rl CHARD
&, that's enough of that crap. |If
it's going to change, 1'mgoing to

have to change it.
Ri chard sees Anmed's puzzled ook in the rear view mrror.

AVED
How do you nean?

Ri chard points to the right.

RI CHARD
Pull in over there.

ANVED
VWhere? The bank?

RI CHARD
Yes.



EXT. BANK PARKI NG LOT - BANK
The cab pulls in to an enpty slot.
| NT. TAXI CAB - DAY

Ri chard opens the back door. Pauses.

RI CHARD
Keep it running. |1'Ill be right
back.

AVED

But sir, you don't have your..

Ri chard holds onto his clown hair and junps out. The door
sl ans shut.

AVED
val | et .

I NT. TAXI CAB - LATER

Amed hangs his head and breathes slow. H's eyes are closed.
Ri chard opens the back door. Aned junps. Richard gets in
and cl oses the door.

AVED
Holy cow

Rl CHARD
Go, go, go. Now.

Amed recovers quick and puts it into gear. Richard holds a
whi te bank bag. He |ooks all around.

Bot h bounce around inside as the cab | eaves the ot and into
the street. Aned tries his best to control the cab.

AVED
What happened?

Richard just stares at the bank bag. His face is
enot i onl ess.

Rl CHARD
| can't believe they just gave it
to me.

Amed | ooks around as he weaves through traffic. He peers
into the mrror.

AVED
Gave you what ?

Ri chard doesn't |ook up, still in a trance.



Rl CHARD
| just said, "Gve ne twenty" and
she did.
Aned' s conf used.
AVED

Who gave you twenty dollars?

Richard Iifts his head. He pauses as his eyes neet Aned's.

Rl CHARD
Not twenty dollars, twenty thousand
dol | ars.

AVED
What ? Why woul d they give you
t hat ?

Rl CHARD
| was trying to figure out how nuch
noney | needed. So, | kept filling

out the slip with higher nunbers
and just tearing themup. Then
write anot her.

Ared tries to drive, but can't help his curiosity.

AVED
k. So what did you do?

Ri chard shakes hi s head.

Rl CHARD
| flipped over the slip and just
wote, "Gve ne twenty thousand
dollars NON" And gave it to the
teller.

Amed shows hi s di sapproval.

AVED
That' s not good.

Ri chard is now strangely cal m

Rl CHARD
No, that's the thing. The teller
was a cute girl and smling at ne.
Wien | gave her the note, she | ooks
up at nme, then around, and said, "I
hate this job." She went, got a
bag and put noney in it. Then,
wal ked out .

Anmed shakes his head side to side.

ANVED
That's stealing. It's not right.



Rl CHARD
It's not stealing. | asked for it
and she gave it to ne.
Amed doesn't back down.

ANVED
Stealing is stealing. Sane thing.

Ri chard' s now agitated.

Rl CHARD
You know what? |'ve been getting
screwed! I'mtired of it. |'mnow

ahead for once in ny life.

Amed' s gaze pauses in the mrror at R chard, then he | ooks
forward. Now an unconfortable silence.

Amed concentrates on driving for a while, but can't help
hi nsel f.

ANMED
Look, you're a good father. You
don't want your daughter to cone
visit you in jail or prison.
You' || show your Ex-wi fe she was
right about you. [Is this what you
want? |s that how you get back at
the world? | say no.

Now Ri chard sits quietly. H's head droops. He |ooks at the
noney bag. He pokes through sone of the bills at the top.

EXT. STREET - DAY
The cab cones to a stop next to the curb in a nei ghborhood.

I NT. TAXI CAB - DAY

Amed puts the car in gear. He twists around to face
Ri char d.

AVED
Sir. W're here. You can pay ne
| at
"1

er. Just call ny conmpany and
| come over.

Ri chard reaches into the bag and pulls a one hundred dol | ar
[

bi . He leans over and hands it to Aned. Aned | ooks at
it.
AVED
No. | can't take that.
Rl CHARD
Pl ease take it. | need to go. M

daughter is waiting.



9.

Amed reluctantly takes the bill. R chard gathers his gym
bag. He swi ngs the rear door open.

ANVED
Sir, please consider what | said.

Ri chard adjusts his clowm nose and hair.

Rl CHARD
| just want...

DAUGHTER
(G 9)
Daddy!

Richard's face lights up and smles. He hops out and shuts
t he door.

Amed watches and smles as he views the exchange of hugs.
He | ooks in the back seat and sees the bank bag. He's
shocked, then happy.
He turns around, puts the cab in gear.

ANMED

| guess |'m headed back to the
bank.

FADE OUT
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