NINJA – PART 1
BY

MATT NEWTON

FADE IN:
INT. SMALL ROOM.  ODA’S CASTLE – NIGHT

Three samurai warriors are in a small candlelit room.  The larger of the three is retired and sitting at an old wooden table with his back towards the closed window.  
The youngest of the 3 is also sitting at the table, whilst the other is standing with his foot on a stool and cleaning his sword.

Thunder, lightning and heavy rain can be heard across the castle.

SAMURAI 1
A thunder storm in the middle of the spring, a bad omen to be certain.  They thrive on this weather.
SAMURAI 2
The girl, is she one of them?

SAMURAI 1

One of whom?

SAMURAI 2

You know, one of them.
SAMURAI 1

Who knows, I cannot say.  One thing is for certain.  Her time is shortly closing to an end.
A small pause leaving the samurai guards in deep thought.
SAMURAI 1

So, what is it you know about them?

SAMURAI 2
Demons!  Sent to throw Japan into eternal darkness & turmoil!
Samurai 3 begins sniggering to himself.
SAMURAI 1
          You disagree?
                   

SAMURAI 3
They are no more demons than you or I.  They are nothing more than cowardice villains; who choose to hide and sneak in shadows afraid of engaging in combat like true warriors.
SAMURAI 1
So you have seen one?
The samurai, reluctant to answer, remains silent for a moment leaving only the sound of the heavy rain falling against the closed wooden window panels and the random roar of thunder echoing across the castle.
SAMURAI 2
          I have.
There is again a moments silence as the other two give the samurai their attention.  
SAMURAI 2
It was sometime ago now.  When I was sent to oversee the ambush and ensure that all ran smoothly.
SAMURAI 1

What happened?

SAMURAI 2
As you know everything originally went according to plan.  The shogun’s convoy was annihilated and the sword was in our possession.  But too long we were left to wait.  They came for us as I knew they would.  Whilst lying in my bed that night I suddenly felt an overwhelming sensation of discomfort. It was as though I were being watched.  A sensation I have never before nor since experienced.  And that’s when I saw it; flying directly above me, like a giant bat; a bat with but one fang; a fang of 16 inches of cold hard steel.
SAMURAI 1

What happened next?

SAMURAI 2
I never stood a chance.  For it had paralysed me.  Paralysed me by fear.  I could not move to escape, nor speak to call for aid.  I had no choice but to lay there and wait.  Watching it hover above me.  And that’s when it happened.
SAMURAI 1

          What?
SAMURAI 2
It sprung its attack.  Descending from the ceiling and aiming his blade straight for my torso.
SAMURAI 3
          So how did you escape?

SAMURAI 2
Escape?  There is no escape from them.  He allowed me to live.  For reasons unknown to me, he had spared my life.  As I closed my eyes waiting for the blade to penetrate my body…I felt nothing.  After but seconds had passed and I was still trying to contemplate whether or not I was still alive, I re-opened my eyes. He was gone.  Vanished; Disappeared as if in to thin air. 
Samurai 3 begins to laugh at his naivety.
SAMUARAI 3
So you dream of vanishing bats?

SAMURAI 2
This was no dream my friend.  A mere dream could not have done what was done to us on that night.

SAMURAI 1

It’s true that invisibility is a trait that they are said to possess.  It is also said that some of them are able to breath under water.  Some are able to fly and some are said to have become so powerful that they are capable of controlling the minds of others.  They certainly appear to possess powers deemed by others to be supernatural.
Samurai 3 shakes his head, refusing to accept his cohort’s story, and again begins to quietly laugh.  He turns his direction to the larger, older samurai.

SAMURAI 3
Surely a man of your stature has no fear of such ghost stories?

SAMURAI 1

Are you afraid?

Samurai 2 gives a stern look, almost of disapproval.

SAMURAI 3
Afraid!?  After two decades in our master’s service there is very little I have not seen or experienced personally.  Fear is not a trait I possess.  The mere fact I’m still alive attests to the fact that I have never been defeated in combat.  And fear you ask?  Fear is nothing but an ignorant state of mind.
SAMURAI 1

Of course.
SAMURAI 3
Anyway, I’m certain that if I were to see one of them, my blade would show them to be far less supernatural than rumoured.

SAMURAI 1

Indeed.  A true warrior you are and your skills no man should take lightly.  However, every man you have fought in the past has been visible.  Your training has given you the skill to time your techniques to perfection; your reflexes honed and ready to counter any attack coming your way.  But now you face a new enemy; an enemy that cannot be seen; an enemy that cannot be heard; an enemy said to possess powers that men like us cannot even contemplate.  In the shadows they wait, emerging without sight nor sound, Killing without remorse and disappearing back in to the darkness without a trace.  Let me assure you my friend, supernatural powers or not, they are very real.  And if you are not prepared for them you will not survive their attack!
With an almighty thud the wooden window panels slam open and bounce backwards and forwards across the side of the wall making the samurai jump out of their seats.  The larger samurai stands up and closes the window.
SAMURAI 2
Just the wind.
The samurai begin to laugh but are quickly silenced once again as the bell sounds for the next guard change.
SAMURAI 1

I believe your presence is now required on the castle walls.
The two samurai stand up and begin to make their way out of the room.  Samurai 2 leaves first with samurai 3 following shortly behind.
SAMURAI 1

Don’t worry.  I hear that ours are said to be un-climbable.
Samurai 3 turns and gives a false smile before exiting the room.
Ext. Castle Wall.  Oda’s Castle – night. 

Samurai 3 is at his post guarding the castle wall.  

He looks ahead of himself but can see only darkness.  His ears are primed for danger but can hear nothing except the heavy rain falling against the castle and the crickets chirping in the walls.  

He remember the special training he has undertaken, but as he tries to recall all he knows about these dreaded assassins, the crickets stop chirping and his sixth sense takes over.  He realizes he is not alone and fear begins to run through him.
He reaches for the bell to sound the alarm, but quickly changes his mind.  What if it turned out to be nothing?  His reputation for being fearless would be broken.  And that to a samurai would be worse than death.

His trembling hand reaches for his sword but it is too late.  As a stroke of lightning hits the castle wall, the ninja’s mask can be seen behind him.  Another stroke of lightning sees them both removed from sight. 
EXT. WOODED AREA - DAY 

A samurai convoy bearing the shogun’s flag is riding through the woods.
One of the lead samurai stops his horse in its tracks and puts his hand in the air to halt the convoy.  The samurai realizes that something is out of place and looks through the trees either side of him.

All of a sudden the trees begin to rustle and arrows fly through from the trees attacking the convoy on both sides.

The barrage of arrows stops and a hoard of opposing samurai come rushing through to attack.  A small samurai fight takes place with the ambushers defeating their victims.
One of the attacked samurai (wounded) escapes on horseback and rides hard towards the shoguns castle. 

The wounded samurai reaches the shoguns castle and makes his way to the Shoguns meeting room.
INT. SHOGUN’S MEETING ROOM.  SHOGUN’S CASTLE - DAY

The shogun looks at the wounded samurai with a shocked and anxious expression.

SHOGUN



Where is it!

WOUNDED SAMURAI



Master!  It has been taken!

The shogun looks over at his General and personal bodyguard named Wrenchi.

SHOGUN



Bring them to me!

Wrenchi bows and begins to move.

Ext. Ninja village. Training ground - day

Ninjas are training in their village. The villagers are cutting crops with nun-chucks.  A group of ninjas are practicing throwing ninja stars against a post.  Masaro is about to throw a star at a post.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR

Masaro!  Check you stance.
Masaro realigns his stance and prepares to throw again.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR

Good.  Now Focus!

Again Masaro attempts to throw the star.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR

Body, mind & spirit must become one.  Concentrate your energy.  Now attempt to hit the post as close to the centre line as possible.  
Again Masaro attempts to throw the star.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR

And don’t get too disheartened by failure Masaro.  This is no easy task and takes time to perfect.  Only by failure can we truly learn and accomplish what we set ourselves to achieve. 

The ninja turns around.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR

Just keep practising.  I’m sure within time…

3 loud thuds are heard.  The ninja instructor turns back and sees the stars sticking out of the post with pin-point accuracy.
MASARO

I’m sorry master; I never was much good at failure.
Tensho begins to laugh.  Unbeknown to the ninjas, Keiken is standing behind them and begins to clap.
KEIKEN

Impressive.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR

Master Keiken.  Have you come to relieve me?

KEIKEN

I’m afraid not.  I am however going to require the rest of my team.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR


Oh!??

KEIKEN

Grand Master Hattori has requested their presence.
NINJA INSTRUCTOR 

Tensho! Masaro!  You’re dismissed.  The rest of you continue.
The two ninjas bow and leave the training ground with master Keiken.
KEIKEN

I hope you haven’t been showing off again Masaro.
MASARO

Of course not Master.  I was simply doing what was required of us.
KEIKEN

Hmmm.  How are you feeling Tensho?

TENSHO
Good thank you Master.  But why has Grand Master Hattori requested us?  Are we to embark on a mission?

KEIKEN

It is not for me to say.  You will find out very shortly.
The ninjas walk up and through a waterfall into the ninja’s cave lair.  

INT.  MEETING ROOM.  NINJA’S CAVE LAIR - DAY

As the ninjas walk through, they are greeted by a ninja.

KEIKEN

Robatu.  Are they ready yet?

ROBATU


They are all waiting for us Master.

The 4 ninjas walk through a narrow tunnel in the cave lair and enter a large meeting room with Grand Master Hattori and other ninjas present.

KEIKEN

Master Hattori.
MASTER HATTORI
Keiken.
KEIKEN

You sent for us Master?
MASTER HATTORI
That’s correct.  I require your team for a mission in Osaka.
KEIKEN

When?
MASTER HATTORI
Tonight.  
KEIKEN



Tonight!?

MASTER HATTORI


Is there a problem?

KEIKEN

Of course not Master.  My team as always will be ready.
MASTER HATTORI
Excellent.  Whilst we are on the subject of your team, I would like you to meet your 5th addition.
A young ninja steps forward.
MASTER HATTORI
This is Ninpo.  He has recently been graded to the rank of ninja genin.  This will be his 1st mission.
The other ninja’s look at each other with surprised looks.

MASTER HATTORI
Ninpo!  You have been given the honour of training under Master Keiken.  Both wise and powerful – there is very little you cannot learn from him.
Ninpo bows. He is completely humble in Keiken’s presence.
NINPO
Master Keiken!  It truly is an honour.  Your reputation amongst the ninjas is legendary.
Keiken bows back.
KEIKEN

Welcome Ninpo.
MASTER HATTORI
And for the rest of your team.  Robatu.  Even stronger than he looks.  Unbreakable.  In mind as well as body.  
The ninjas bow to each other.

MASTER HATTORI
Tensho.  Our technological genius.  Exceptional with explosives.
The ninjas bow to each other.

MASTER HATTORI
And finally this is Masaro.  He is young like you.  But don’t be fooled by his age.  I have no doubt his skills will soon become apparent to you.
Ninpo bows.
NINJA 5



Hello Masaro.

Masaro says nothing but stares at the young ninja as he bows to him.

Master turns his direction to Keiken.

MASTER HATTORI


I can leave his training in your hands?

Keiken is anxious to find out what the team’s mission is.

KEIKEN

Of course.  But forgive me master.  What business do we have in Osaka?

The ninja master lets show a small grin.

MASTER HATTORI
I know my old friend, I know.
Master turns his direction to Ninpo.

MASTER HATTORI
Time to us as always is of the utmost value.  Takorra!  You may begin.
TAKORRA
MASTER!  As most of you are already aware, our Employer has recently had a convoy attacked and stolen from just outside Osaka.  We have located the assailants to a small village not far from where the ambush took place, and have identified them as a small force of Ronin.

NINPO 
Ronin?

ROBATU
Leaderless Samurai.
TENSHO
Possessing all the combat skills as all other samurai, just without the honour or discipline.  They do as they please and answer to no one.
ROBATU
In short, they’re nothing but a group of merciless gangsters and villains.  Interested in nothing but their own needs in acquiring as much wealth and power as they possibly can.
MASARO

Similar to us then? (Whispers).
Ninjas quietly laugh.  Keiken gives Masaro a look of disapproval.
KEIKEN
Quiet!

TAKORRA
Among the items taken, there is one which the Shogun is particularly interested in retrieving.  
KEIKEN



What is it?

TAKORRA
It’s a samurai sword. It has been laced in gold and was constructed for the emperor himself.  Little else is known of this item, including its value but the shogun is willing to pay a great sum for its safe return.  Your primary objective is to identify and locate this sword and retrieve it from the Ronin encampment at all costs.

MASARO

Easy.
TAKORRA
As for your secondary objective, this is not compulsory however I’m sure none of you will object.  The shogun requires you to make it clear.  They are never to steal from him again.  And that is left to our discretion.
INT.  ROOM.  RONIN ENCAMPMENT - NIGHT

The Ronin are already scared as they know that the shogun has the dreaded ninjas under his employment.  

SAMURAI 2

Where is it?

RONIN SAMURAI 1

It’s safe.  

SAMURAI 2

Any news from Master Oda?  

RONIN SAMURAI 1

Not as of yet.  But we only have to keep a hold of it for a matter of weeks.  

SAMURAI 2

Weeks.  Oh ok.  What good too us is weeks?  If they come for us we will all be dead in minutes!  You should never have accepted this task.  My master has gone crazy.  To challenge the might of shogun is insanity.  We are all dead men!  But who am I but a loyal servant.  I have no authority with which to question him.

RONIN SAMURAI 1

You worry too much.  We are in no danger from the Shogun here.

SAMURAI 2

It’s not the Shogun I’m worried about.  It’s the assassins under his employment which trouble me.  You know the ones I speak of.
RONIN SAMURAI 1

You listen to too many stories.  What’s done is done.  You can sleep soundly.  Until your master’s arrival the encampment defences are fully armed with sentries on every wall.  Now rest assured, you are in no danger here.  

SAMURAI 2

Well I hope for your sake as well as mine, you are right. 

INT.  EQUIPMENT/WEAPONS ROOM.  NINJA’S CAVE LAIR - NIGHT

All ninjas who about to part on the mission can be seen in large room getting dressed in black combat gear and arming themselves with various different weapons and tools.
INT. MISSION BRIEFING ROOM.  NINJA’S CAVE LAIR - DAWN
The ninjas are all equipped and ready for battle with their hoods pulled back so their faces are visible.  Master Takorri is briefing the ninjas on the mission.
TAKORRA
Any questions?

No one answers, no one moves.

TAKORRA

No one is seen, no one is heard, and no one is captured!  You infiltrate the camp.  Locate the sword and leave swiftly.  Everyone knows where they are, everyone understands what their function is?  
All ninjas bow they’re heads in agreement.

TAKORRA
Good.  Just so you are all aware, I have appointed Tensho in charge of our secondary objective. 
The ninjas all turn their attention to Tensho who is smiling whilst holding some sort of explosive device.  Tensho looks around at the other ninjas and then looks back at Takorra and nods.

TAKORRA

But nothing compromises the reason we are all there.  Is that understood!!??

The ninjas all shout ‘hai’ in unison.
TAKORRA
Master Keiken?
Master Keiken steps forward.

KEIKEN
I look around; I see a lot of emotions; excitement; fear; anxiety.  Whilst this may be acceptable now, when darkness falls you are no longer human!  You must become something more; something terrifying; something beyond the understanding of others; you are ninja.  You are invisible; moving with the winds and the shadows completely void of emotion so that no ones eyes can see you; no ones ears can hear you; no ones heart can sense you.  You move fearless for there is nothing more fearful than you.  You are fear.  Now take it; and strike it deep into the heart of those who oppose you!
The ninjas follow Keiken in pulling their masks down over their faces.
EXT.  RONIN ENCAMPMENT – NIGHT.

Tensho is spying all around the Ronin camp for information to rally back to the other ninjas waiting outside.  He is content in the information he has acquired and makes his way back to the others.
KEIKEN

How many? 
TENSHO
I estimate that there are over 60 samurai in there.  With at least 14 on active guard duty.

KEIKEN



14!

TENSHO


Yes master.

KEIKEN



And the sword?

TENSHO
I was unable to locate the sword master.  There were too many gaurds.  They were preventing me from infiltrating any deeper.  It would appear they are on high alert.  They need to be taken out.

KEIKEN



Masaro!

MASARO



Master!

KEIKEN

  

Are you ready?

MASARO



Yes master.
KEIKEN

There are 20 armed guards.  You have 4 minutes before we follow.  Take out as many as you can.  Quickly and quietly and then stay out of sight.  

MASARO
Masaro pulls a weapon from his uniform and prepares himself.

KEIKEN


Go!

Masaro swiftly enters the Ronin encampment.  Keiken takes his eyes off Masaro and sees Tensho staring at him with confused eyes.

TENSHO


20?

Keiken smiles.

KEIKEN

With any luck there won’t be any left by the time we get in there.

Tensho smiles

Masaro can be seen sneaking through the shadows using various different weapons and methods to kill the samurai gaurds.  After he has killed as many as he can, he sneaks through an open window and hides in the roof of the building.

KEIKEN



Its time; let’s go.

The other ninjas proceed to enter the camp.  Keiken turns his direction to Tensho.
KEIKEN

You go last; take Ninpo with you.  There should be no real opposition when you go in but stay alert at all times.  If an alarm is raised the mission will become very difficult for me to complete.

Tensho nods in agreement.

KEIKEN


I’ll see you soon.

Keiken enters the camp.

Tensho is playing around with something in his hands.

NINPO


What are they?

TENSHO
Explosive charges.  Take two and follow me in.  Light them and leave them.

Ninpo takes the explosive charges from Tensho and looks at them.

NINPO


Where should I put them?

TENSHO
Put them where you think they will have the greatest effect.  If not put them where ever you like.  Just put them no where near me once they’re lit.
Both ninja’s smile.

The other ninja’s can be seen silently taking care of the other samurai gaurds.

An unarmed samurai is sitting in his bedroom writing in a book, with a single candle on his desk.  Keiken sneaks up behind him, blows out the candle and puts his arms around his neck in a choking position.
KEIKEN



Where is it?

The samurai is trembling with fear and fighting for breath.

RONIN SAMURAI 2


It’s in my master’s room!

KEIKEN



Where!

RONIN SAMURAI 2


The building next door!  He keeps it…

Keiken breaks the samurai’s neck before he has a chance to finish his sentence.

TENSHO
Are you ready? 
Ninpo nods and takes a deep breath.

TENSHO
Follow me in.

Ninpo mentally prepares himself.

TENSHO
Remember; the blast radius isn’t huge but the fuse will only last around 60 seconds once its lit, so don’t hang around too long.

The two ninjas enter the camp.

Samurai 2 is in his bed stirring around as he has just awoken and cannot get back to sleep.  He opens his eyes and notices something sinister directly above him.

Masaro stares directly back at him.  As he realizes the samurai is now awake and fully conscious he slowly begins to draw his sword and move it into position.

Masaro stays still for a moment and as the samurai breaks into a cold sweat, quite obviously not knowing what to do, Masaro drops from the ceiling. 

The samurai lets out a small squeal and closes his eyes tight.  Masaro stops his blade short of the samurai’s torso and changes the expression in his eyes.

By the time the samurai has opened his eyes, Masaro has already left through the same window he came in through.

Keiken walks through to the room with which the sword is being held to find it being guarded by Ronin Samurai 1 standing in fighting stance and wielding a katana sword.
Keiken draws his sword and the two stand still sizing each other up.

As the samurai makes his move and darts forward to strike the ninja, Keiken throws his sword hitting him straight in the chest.  The Ronin samurai slumps to the floor with Keiken’s sword embedded in him.

As Keiken walks towards the dead samurai; the door bursts open and Keiken is faced with another armed guard running at him.  Keiken unarmed; turns towards the rushing samurai in a defensive stance ready to take evasive action.

As the samurai nears his target a ninja star flies through the window striking him in the neck.  Keiken darts forward grabbing the samurai’s sword hand, throwing him to the floor and killing him with his own weapon.

Masaro puts his head through the window.  Keiken makes a hand gesture to Masaro.  Masaro looks at the samurai sword and the two nod to each other.  Keiken grabs the samurai sword and the two ninjas begin their escape.
As the other ninjas leave the camp, Tensho and Ninpo leave their explosives behind and leave with the others.

The ninjas all exit the encampment, the explosive charges detonate and the ninja’s walk away in a blaze of fire with the sword.
EXT.  NINJA VILLAGE - DUSK

The ninjas are making their way back through their village after a successful mission.
ROBATU
Suki or Ayanne?  Which wife do you guys think I should go home to?

TENSHO
Suki.
MASARO
Ayanne.
NINPO
You have two wives?  Surely not!
TENSHO
Its true Ninpo, however that’s tame by many ninja’s standards.  Some are said to have 3 sometimes even 4 wives.
NINPO
Why?

TENSHO
Because Ninpo, a ninja’s strength is not in numbers or even his abilities in combat or espionage.  It’s in absolute anonymity.  Having more than 1 household can be useful in shielding your identity in times of need.
NINPO
Do you have two wives?

TENSHO
Me? No way, I’m not ready for the hassle of having one of them yet.
ROBATU
So.  Which one?  Anybody?

TENSHO
SUKI.
MASARO
AYANE.
NINPO
Do they know about each other?

TENSHO
Of course not.
NINPO
How does he get away with it?

ROBATU
They know what I do.  Whenever I’m away for long periods of time I’m on a mission.  And seeing as were not allowed to talk about our missions to anyone they know that they can’t question me about it.  You should strongly consider doing the same.  It’s handy in more ways than one if you know what I mean!?
KEIKEN

ROBATU!

ROBATU


Master!
KEIKEN
I afraid both your wives will have to await their hero’s return a little longer.  You are required to stay in the village.
ROBATU


Until when master?

KEIKEN



Until I say otherwise.

ROBATU


Yes Master.

Robatu is obviously disgruntled at Keiken’s request but says nothing.  The ninjas are now whispering to avoid Keiken hearing their conversation.

NINPO


What about you Masaro?

Li can be seen working in the village up ahead.

TENSHO
Well.  Although he is fond of denying it, we all know there’s only one special female which Masaro has his eyes on.
ROBATU
Ah yes.  The beautiful Li.
Masaro’s eyes widen.

ROBATU
How are things going between you two Masaro.
MASARO

I’ve told you all before.  We’re just friends.  There’s nothing else between us.
ROBATU
But you’d like there to be I bet.
MASARO

No.
ROBATU
Oh ok.  It doesn’t matter then.
MASARO

What doesn’t?

ROBATU
Nothing.
Tensho begins to snigger.

MASARO

Tell me.
ROBATU
Well, rumour has it that she is to be graded to ninja.
MASARO

When?

ROBATU
Soon.
MASARO

How soon.
The ninja smiles.
ROBATU
Well.  Let’s just say if you are going to make your move I suggest you make it fast.  
TENSHO
You know Master Hattori would never allow two of his ninja’s to be involved with one another

MASARO

Really!?  Is that true?
ROBATU
So you do like her?

MASARO

No.  I’ll err… I’ll catch you guys up.
Masaro walks over to see Li while the others quietly laugh.
MASARO

Hi Li, how are you today?

LI

I’m fine, thanks.
MASARO

So what are you doing?

She looks at him in a very precarious manner as the task she is doing is quite obvious.  She ignores him and continues on her business.
MASARO

We went on a mission last night.
LI

I can see that.
MASARO

Do you want to hear about it?

LI

I thought you weren’t allowed to talk about your missions?

MASARO

Erm…yeah you’re probably right.  I hear you are to be graded to ninja very soon.  Are you nervous?
LI



What is it you want Masaro?

MASARO



Only what I cannot have.

LI

Aren’t you supposed to be somewhere?
Kazumi’s mother steps out of her house.

LI’S MOTHER



Li!  Could you come in side for a moment!

LI



Yes Mother.

MASARO

Yeah, I’d better go.  Well, will I see you later?

LI

Maybe.
Li ignores Masaro as he walks away

LI

Masaro!
He turns around.
Li is smiling in a flirtatious manner 

LI

Masaro!  It was nice talking to you today.
He smiles and continues to walk on.  Li walks into her house past her mother.

LI’S MOTHER

I thought I told you to stay away from that 

boy?

LI



He’s just a friend Mother.

Li’s mother stares at Masaro as he walks away.  Masaro catches up with the group.

TENSHO
So?  How did it go?
MASARO

What do you mean?

Masaro gets a funny look in response.
MASARO

I don’t know Tensho.  One minute we’re getting along great, and then days like today she acts as though we’re strangers.  I can’t figure her out.

Tensho laughs.
MASARO

What’s funny?

TENSHO
I don’t think we were ever meant to figure them out Masaro.  I understand how ninjas are able to clear 10 foot walls and I understand how they are able to peel the bark from a tree with their bare hands, but women.  I’m afraid that is one mystery that will remain.
NINPO
How come you did not permit Robatu leave master?  Is our mission not over?

KEIKEN

No.  Our mission is not over until the sword is in the hands of the Shogun.  We are due to return it to him tomorrow morning.
NINPO
Forgive me for asking Master, but wouldn’t that be a mission for a single ninja to complete?
KEIKEN



You ask many questions ninpo.
NINJA 5

Forgive me master, as you know I have only recently been graded and am very keen to learn.  Please forgive me if I have caused offence.
Ninpo bows his head.

KEIKEN

It’s ok ninpo.  We are all required to return the sword, because the Shogun has another mission for us when we arrive.
NINPO



Myself included?

KEIKEN



Of course; you are part of this team now.

NINPO


What is it?

KEIKEN



That, I cannot say.
NINPO
Forgive me again master.
KEIKEN

I cannot say Ninpo because I do not yet know.  All I can tell you is that it is one of the highest importance, in which case I do not know how long we will be gone for.  We may be away for days.  We could be gone for years.  I believe that may be why Master Hattori was so hasty in completing my team.
NINPO
I understand.
INT.  MEETING ROOM.  NINJA’S CAVE LAIR – EARLY MORNING

The ninjas all walk back through the waterfall and into the Ninja’s cave lair.  Takorra is sitting at a table.
TAKORRA


Master Keiken.

Takorra notices the gold laced sword tied to Keiken’s back.

TAKORRA
Congratulations.  I can presume that by the trophy around your back that the mission was a success?

Keiken looks around the lair.

KEIKEN



Where is he?

TAKORRA

He is away.  I’m afraid he would not disclose to me where he was going, nor how long he would be gone for.

KEIKEN



Then I shall keep hold of…

Takorra stops Keiken while he is speaking.

TAKORRA



The sword will stay in here.

Keiken is a little shocked and confused at Takorra’s manor.

KEIKEN

My mission was not to retrieve the sword. It was to retrieve it and return it to its rightful owner.

TAKORRA
I know of your mission Master Keiken.  But Grand Master Hattori has requested that I take custody of the sword until tomorrow morning.  At which point you will collect it, with your team, and make you way to the shogun’s fortress.

Keiken is confused by Takorra’s request but obeys him in any case.

KEIKEN



Very well.  I shall see you tomorrow morning.

Takorra takes the sword from Keiken.

TAKORRA

Rest well Master Keiken.  For you have a long journey ahead of you tomorrow.

Keiken and Takorra bow to each other.  Keiken begins to walk out of the cave with his ninjas following closely behind.

MASARO


What was that all about?

ROBATU


I don’t know.

All ninjas continue to walk out of the cave.

INT/EXT.  SHOGUN’S CASTLE.  BALCONY/COURTYARD - DAY
The shogun is talking to Wrenchi on a balcony which overlooks a courtyard.  Samurai can be seen practising kata with bokkens (wooden swords).
SHOGUN

Is everything set for the council tomorrow?

WRENCHI

All Samurai you have requested have agreed attendance Master.

SHOGUN



Good.

WRENCHI



What are you expecting?

SHOGUN

Questions.  Many of which I will not have an answer for.
WRENCHI



Have you heard from them yet?

SHOGUN
Yes.  It would appear that the mission was a success.  The sword will be on it way to us tomorrow morning.  I only hope I have it in my hands before the council begins.

WRENCHI



And what about Master Oda?

SHOGUN

Ah yes.  Master Oda.  I’m still not sure.

WRENCHI



Are you sticking to your original plan?

SHOGUN

If you mean am I going to have him followed the answer is almost certainly yes.

WRENCHI



Good choice.
SHOGUN

I know your thoughts on him Wrenchi.  I trust no others judgment as much as yours, but I hope on this occasion you turn out to be wrong.

WRENCHI

Believe me Shogun, so do I.  He makes a powerful ally; but an even deadlier enemy.
SHOGUN

Perhaps tomorrow his actions will give us some indication of what he is thinking.  Yes.  Tomorrow we will see.  I leave you now.  I shall see you in the morning.
The two men bow to each other.  The Shogun walks away while Wrenchi stays and watches the samurai training.

EXT.  TRAINING GROUND.  NINJA VILLAGE - DAY

Keiken is blinded and surrounded by his team as they each take it in turns to throw a watermelon at him.  Keiken successfully cuts down 4 watermelons and re-sheaths his sword.  One of the ninjas pulls out a hidden 5th watermelon and throws it to Masaro who then throws it at Keiken – Keiken smashes the 5th Melon with his hand and immediately pulls off the blindfold to see who the culprit was.
KEIKEN

Unlucky Masaro.  You tried to fool your old master eh?

MASARO

Forgive me master, I just wanted to see if you could detect the unexpected attack.
KEIKEN

So you were questioning my abilities?
MASARO

No master, I knew that you would I just…
KEIKEN

Although a senior in technique Masaro, just as apparent is your recklessness in youth.  You will have to better than that next time if you are to trick me!  
MASARO

But master.  How did you know the fifth melon would come?

Keiken laughs

KEIKEN

I did not know Masaro.  There is no knowing; only action.  You must learn to possess a mind of no mind.

MASARO

You mean like a sixth sense

KEIKEN

No.  Just the ability to act without thought.  Without action our thoughts become useless.

MASARO

Can you teach me how to adapt this skill Master?
KEIKEN

I’m afraid this skill cannot be taught Masaro; it must come from within ones self.  If you try to force the power it will only rebound upon you.  
Masaro looks at the ground in deep thought.

KEIKEN

Look, up there.
Keiken points upwards into the trees; Masaro looks up and receives a cuff across the head.

MASARO



Ouch!

KEIKEN

More study.  Do not be fooled!  There are traps in all things.  You must expect the unexpected.  Now, I have important business to attend to.  You need more practise.  Spend the rest of your training session finding all the melon seeds.

Masaro eyes widen as he looks across at the widely scattered seeds amongst the leaves in the forest glade.  The other ninjas begin to snigger to themselves.

MASARO

But master, It wasn’t my…

KEIKEN

And the rest of you, Go home and prepare.  We leave for the Shogun’s very shortly.  Now!

The ninjas move hastily at their masters prompt command and exit the forest glade.  Masaro looks at Keiken in a stroppy manner.  Keiken nods at him and leaves.  Masaro proceeds to find the melon seeds.  After the Ninjas leave, Li sneaks up behind Masaro.
LI

Oh dear.  Are you in trouble again Masaro?

Masaro ignores her.

LI

What’s wrong?
MASARO

Are you talking to me now?
LI

Of course, why wouldn’t I be?
MASARO

You didn’t seem to be that interested yesterday.
LI

You know why Masaro.  
MASARO



Sure.

LI

Don’t be like this Masaro.  You know it could ruin my chances of becoming a ninja if we are seen together.  I thought you understood?

MASARO

I know.
LI

How did your mission go?

MASARO

We’re not allowed to talk about our missions.
LI

What is it?
MASARO

It’s nothing.

LI

Tell me.
MASARO

Something happened.
LI

What?

MASARO

Well, it’s more that something didn’t happen.
LI

I don’t understand.  You know you can talk to me don’t you Masaro?  You can tell me anything.  I won’t judge you or think any less of you, no matter what.
MASARO

I couldn’t do it Li.  Something came over me.

LI



Couldn’t do what?

MASARO

I couldn’t kill him.  The mission started of fine.  I took out many guards and entered the encampment in search for the… for the item we were looking for.  I entered the encampment and snuck in through the window of one of the buildings and hid in the roof.  Once inside I found myself directly above the enemy.  There he was sleeping soundly in his bed.  Or so I thought.

LI



So what happened?
MASARO

I couldn’t tell at first, but then it soon became apparent to me that he was not asleep, but staring directly at me.  But not moving.  Just waiting, waiting for me to take his life from him.
LI


What did you do?

MASARO

I drew my sword ready to take care of business as usual.  But something stopped me.  As my steel neared his body I could see directly into his eyes.  I could feel his fear.  His torment as he knew his life was coming to an end.  And in those few seconds I thought about this man’s entire life.  His family, who he was, where he was from.  And I couldn’t bring myself to do it.  In a moment of uncertainty I decided to spare his life and instead, I made a swift exit out of the same window from which I entered.  As it turned out we got what we came for and the mission was a success.  But luckily without anyone finding out that I had compromised the entire mission.  And I still don’t know what was wrong with me?

LI

There was nothing wrong with you Masaro.  Feeling compassion for another human life is perfectly normal.  I understand that we must all do what needs to be done but if you ask me many lives are taken all too easily.  Have you spoken to Keiken about this?  Perhaps he can help you?
MASARO

No way – There’s no telling what he’d have me doing if he found out!
She laughs.
LI

Here, let me help you. 

She helps him find the watermelon seeds.
INT.  KEIKEN & MASARO’S HOUSE.  NINJA VILLAGE - DAY

Masaro takes the seeds back to Keiken.  Keiken is organising equipment for the ninja’s journey
KEIKEN

Have you finished?

Masaro places the watermelon seeds on the side.

MASARO

Why do you always have to do that to me?

KEIKEN

Do what?

MASARO

You knew it wasn’t my idea to throw that melon.
KEIKEIN

But still, it was you that threw it, was it not?

Masaro says nothing.
KEIKEN

Then you must learn to deal with the consequences of such an action.
MASARO

You don’t understand!  It’s hard enough trying to fit in here without you mocking me in front of the others!

KEIKEN

Calm yourself young ninja! Of course I understand.
MASARO

Then why?!

KEIKEN

Your skill has grown far beyond most ninjas I have yet to encounter and far beyond even my own expectations.  But ask yourself this.  Do you want your abilities to be recognised under your own merit or simply because I took you under my wing.
Masaro says nothing but ponders on Keiken’s words

KEIKEN

So you see.  If you truly wish to fit in then I must be harsher on you than any of the others.

Keiken puts his hand on masaro’s neck

KEIKEN

Trust me Masaro; you will thank me for it in the long run.  Now get ready.  We leave shortly for the Shogun’s Castle.  I will meet you back here with the others.
INT.  MEETING ROOM.  NINJA’S LAIR – DAY.

Keiken walks into the ninja’s lair to find the gold samurai sword sitting on a stand in front of him.  There is no one else there.  Keiken picks up the sword and examines it carefully.

EXT.  NINJA VILLAGE - DAY      
Masaro is practising throwing ninja stars against a post.
LI

Are you feeling better yet?
MASARO

No.  

LI

No?

MASARO

No.  I hate this.

LI

What do you mean?

MASARO

I hate feeling this way about you, I Hate seeing you everyday and not being able to tell you what I’m thinking, I hate barely being able to speak to you when all I want to do is hold you every time your near me, I hate going on missions and being apart from you for weeks at a time but most of all, I hate not being able to do anything about any of it. 

LI

It won’t always be like this Masaro.  But you must be patient.  At least until my grading is over.  Surely you can wait until then?
MASARO

I’m not sure that I can.
LI

Masaro!?
MASARO

Just for one second, forget everything that is going on around us and let me put my arms around you.  Just for a second.
LI

You have no idea.  I want to.  But everyone will see us.

MASARO

Then take a walk with me.  I know where we can go, where no one will see us.
LI

You know I can’t.  It’s too risky.
MASARO

Please?
LI

I don’t know Masaro.
MASARO

I’ll make a deal with you.  One star.  If I can hit the furthest target from this spot, you take a walk with me.  Just a walk, that is all that I ask.
LI

And what will you do for me if you miss?

MASARO

I will do anything you ask.
LI
Very well, but If you miss…

Before she can finish the sentence he throws the star striking the target.
MASARO

I never miss.
LI

I guess you win.
Keiken walks over with the golden samurai sword and other ninjas in tow.
KEIKEN

Masaro!  Its time

MASARO

No.
LI

I’m sorry.
She begins to walk off

MASARO

Li, wait!
LI

You must go now.  I’ll see you again soon.
Li walks off 

KEIKEN


Let’s go.
Keiken turns Masaro around and straps the Golden samurai sword around his back.

KEIKEN

Under no circumstance do you remove that from your back unless I tell you to.  And stay away from that girl.

EXT.  WOODED AREA – DAY.

Keiken and the other ninjas are walking down a pathway running between woods.  It is snowing.
MASARO

Master.  Can I ask you something?

KEIKEN



What is it?

MASARO
Do you know where I’m from?  Originally I mean?

KEIKEN

You know I can’t answer that Masaro.

MASARO

Can’t or won’t?

KEIKEN

Why the sudden interest Masaro?  I have told you; many times before.  And that truly is all that I can tell you.  The origin of your heritage is as much as mystery to me as the art of the ninja is to common folk.  One thing I can tell you though Masaro is that I’m glad I found you when I did.

MASARO

Really?

KEIKEN

Of course.  It is quite apparent that you are not from our shores Masaro, but this is certainly where you belong.

MASARO



And what about you Master?

KEIKEN



What about me?

MASARO

I know as little about your past as I do about my own.  Why have you never told me?  Where are you originally from?  What ever happened to your family?  You must have had a family at some point?

Keiken ignores Masaro and looks around.
MASARO



What is it?

KEIKEN

Nothing I hope.  There is a small town not far from here.  We’ll take a quick detour for food and water.
EXT.  STREET.  SMALL TOWN – DAY.

As Keiken and the other ninjas walk through the town, three samurai warriors walk in the middle of the path towards them.  Everyday people can be seen moving to the side of the path as they walk through and bowing in their presence.
MASARO



Samurai!

Kieken is quite openly disgusted at the sight of the samurai walking in their direction.
KEIKEN

Quickly!  Move to the side of the path and bow.  Keep your head low and do not look directly at them.

The ninjas quickly obey Keiken’s command.  As the samurai walk past the ninjas, one of them turns his head towards Keiken.  Keiken and the samurai glaze directly at each other.  The samurai ignores him and all three walk past.

The ninjas walk in to a local inn for a short rest and something to eat.  On the door is a warning poster with a picture of a ninja.  There is a reward for capturing one.  

Keiken goes to the bar and orders for the others who walk over to a free table and sit down.  Drunken men can be heard talking loudly at each other in the background.

DRUNKEN MAN 2

Have you seen the reward for capturing one of them!?

DRUNKEN MAN 1

Perhaps we should try

DRUNKEN MAN 3

No way

DRUNKEN MAN 4

If I ever saw one the last thing on my mind would be trying to capture it!

DRUNKEN MAN 3

You should run; run faster than you have ever ran before; if you can!

DRUNKEN MAN 2

What do they really look like anyway?  Has anyone ever seen one?

DRUNKEN MAN 3

No thank god.  They creep me out just thinking about them!  They are certainly not human that’s for sure!
DRUNKEN MAN 1

I’ve seen one!
DRUNKEN MAN 4

No you haven’t!
The men begin to laugh

DRUNKEN MAN 1

Yes I have!
DRUNKEN MAN 2

So what do they really look like then?

DRUNKEN MAN 1

Well they’re invisible aren’t they!

They drunken men all stop and stare in silence at their friend’s stupidity before laughing uncontrollably at him.

As the inn keeper brings rice balls over to the ninjas, the drunken man turns his direction to Ninpo who is staring in his direction.

DRUNKEN MAN 1



What are you looking at?

ROBATU


Here we go.

NINPO


Err…nothing I’m sorry.

Ninpo turns his head away and ignores the overweight man.

DRUNKEN MAN 1



What’s he staring at me for

DRUNKEN MAN 2



It’s ok come on have another drink. 

DRUNKEN MAN 1

No! He’s staring at me!  And I wanna know what he’s staring at!

Despite his friends trying to stop him the drunken man stands up and begins to cause a scene.

DRUNKEN MAN 1



Hey!  You!

KEIKEN



Just ignore him.

Robatu grows increasingly impatient at the man’s ranting; Masaro is playing with ninja stars underneath the table.  Ninja 3 has decided to ignore everything and tuck into his food.

DRUNKEN MAN 1

Boy!  I’m talking to you!  I said what the hell are you staring at!

As the Drunken man screams out his last words he throws his cup hitting Ninpo on the back of the head.
With that, Robatu steps up to get in the man’s face.  The two men square up with Keiken in the middle trying to separate them.

Masaro is still playing with his stars and while everyone is arguing, Tensho begins to choke on his food.

Tensho collapses and Robatu stops arguing and rushes to his aid.  Masaro notices something suspicious about Tensho’s food and looks towards Keiken.

MASARO



Keiken! Poison!

Keiken turns his direction back to the drunken man and gives him some money.

KEIKEN

Here.  Take this a get yourself a drink on me.  I’m sorry for any trouble we have caused.

The drunken man happily obliges and Keiken turns back towards the ninjas

KEIKEN



We need to get out of here now!

The ninjas stand up and begin their exit with Robatu carrying Tensho.  Ninpo turns to all the people who are staring.

NINPO


I’m very sorry; our friend has drunk too much!

EXT.  WOODED AREA – DAY
The ninjas find themselves jogging through the woods in the snow.  Robatu is still carrying Tensho with Ninpo assisting him.

NINPO
How is he?

ROBATU
I can’t tell.  But He’s still breathing and his pulse seems to be steady.
NINPO
I’m just glad it was him and not you.  I’m not sure my back would have lasted carrying you this far!

MASARO

Is he going to be ok?

KEIKEN

I don’t know Masaro.  There is no telling what poison he has consumed.  We must get him to the Shogun’s quickly.  Stay alert.  We are not out of danger.  And whatever you do, do not remove that sword from your back.
KEIKEN
Wait!

MASARO
What is it?
Keiken orders the group to stay put with his hand and slowly walks ahead.

KEIKEN



Something’s wrong.

NINPO


What is he doing?

Keiken gasps before running back towards Masaro.

KEIKEN



Get down!

Masaro is transfixed in a gaze looking at the snow flakes floating in his direction.  Three ninja stars fly through the air cutting the snow.  Keiken tackles him to the ground saving his ninja from being cut to shreds.

The ninjas realize they are under attack and pull out all their hidden weapons.

KEIKEN

Masaro!  Next time I tell you to get down you get down!  Do not remove that from your back!

The group are being attacked by a group of ninjas dressed from head to foot in white, making it almost impossible to detect them in the snow.  The ninjas split and a big fight takes place.  
Masaro is attacked by a white ninja but overcomes him and has him apparently knocked out against a tree.  Masaro kneels down, takes the sword from his back and places it on the floor by his side.  
He takes off the hood revealing that the ninja is in fact a woman.  He feels her pulse.  As he does so she awakens and throws powder in his eyes.
MASARO

AAHHHRRRGGG!

The ninjas coming rushing to his aid.

ROBATU
Masaro!  What happened?

NINPO
Is he ok?

ROBATU
He’s been hit in the face with blinding powder.  The effects are not permanent!

KEIKEN

Masaro!  Where is the sword?  Quickly!
MASARO

It has been taken.
Keiken hits Masaro atop the head.
KEIKEN

What did I tell you?  You were not to remove the sword from your back
MASARO

I’m sorry Master; I thought it was safe to…

KEIKEN

You are not required to think young ninja.  You are required to do what I tell you!
NINPO
Master, we stand a better chance of catching them if we split up and search now!

KEIKEN
No.  You know as well as I it is too late.  The sword is gone.  We must accept that a least for now.  We must continue on our journey.  Tensho needs help now.  Ninjas listen to me.  The Shogun will be less than pleased to learn of this situation to say the least.  Leave the explaining to me.  No one says a word about what has happened unless I say otherwise.  It that understood!?
ALL NINJA’S

Yes master.
The ninjas nod their heads in agreement.
KEIKEN

Let’s go.
INT.  MEETING ROOM.  THE SHOGUN’S CASTLE - DAY
The shogun stands at the end of the table as he is about to bring his meeting to a close.

SHOGUN

I would like to thank you all for your continuous efforts in the development and maintaining the security of this shogunate.  They have not gone un-noticed and I will not fail to reward your loyalty.
All samurai sitting at the table bow their heads in respect for the Shogun’s words.

SHOGUN

But before bringing this council to a close I would like to offer you the opportunity to voice any other matters which you feel the need to address. 

The samurai look at each other and shake their heads.  They are all shocked when Oda begins to speak.

ODA

Shogun.

SHOGUN



Master Oda.

ODA

Shogun.  If I may go back to a matter we have already briefly covered.

SHOGUN



Of course.

ODA

I feel I am speaking for others around me who will not risk the status you have bestowed upon them.  

The atmosphere starts to become tense as the shogun’s rage becomes apparent in his eyes as so does the fear in the other samurai.  Oda continues to speak.

ODA

Many of us now feel it is time for Japan to move forward.  We feel in many ways we are being left behind.  Perhaps you should now at least consider allowing foreigners into the country to show you what technologies they have developed and what they can offer to this country.
SHOGUN
Are you talking about military weapons?

ODA

Military weapons are but a small part of what could be on offer to us.  But since you mention the subject I have heard that there are weapons of such magnitude, that they can kill a man with a single strike from 50 paces.  Technologies such as this could revolutionize Japan and bring us up to date with the rest of the world.  For too long now we have shut ourselves away and it is time we became opened minded and embraced the future.
The council show a mixed response, mainly of intrigued faces.
SHOGUN

We have no requirement for fancy technologies or any input from foreigners for that matter.  The sword has successfully protected this country now for centuries and will continue to do so.  Is there any other business you feel the need…

Oda lets out a frustrated sigh stopping the Shogun in his words.
ODA

Shogun.  Too set in your ways have you become.  You are complacent in your rule and you are making mistake after mis…

The shogun smashes his fist on the table in a fit of rage this time stopping Oda in his words.

SHOGUN

And you will learn your place master Oda!  It is underneath me!
ODA

Forgive me Shogun.

SHOGUN

That is all I will say on the matter.
The other samurai look at each other as though they want to say something.

SHOGUN

What is it?

SAMURAI LORD 2

Shogun.  There is another matter we feel should be addressed.  The council grows increasingly worried about these sinister figures from the mountains you continue to employ.
SAMURAI LORD 3

You know as well as us they cannot be trusted.   They hold no clear or political allegiance but to the highest bidder.  And these rumours do not win you popularity with the general public
SHOGUN

Then in the view of the public that’s how they will remain.  Nothing but rumour.  They are yet to let me down, and so in my employment they shall remain.
SAMURAI LORD 4

And what news of the sword?

The Shogun’s personal bodyguard & General walks in.

WRENCHI

Shogun!  I am sorry to interrupt.  But they are here.
SHOGUN

You can all consider that to no longer be a problem.  Now, if there are no further matters to discuss?   

The samurai all look at each other.

SHOGUN

The council is dismissed.
The Shogun greets Keiken and the other ninjas.
KEIKEN

Master Shogun.

The ninjas bow in his presence.  The Shogun is very pleased to see them.
SHOGUN

Keiken.  It’s good to see you my old friend.  I believe you have something for me.
Keiken is humble in his approach and dreading the news he is about to give the shogun but speaks quickly nether the less. 

KEIKEN

I’m afraid I bring you bad news.
The Shogun’s expression quickly changes.
SHOGUN

Oh?  Word has reached me that the mission was a success.
KEIKEN
That is correct Master.  The Ronin camp was infiltrated and the samurai sword retrieved.  We held the sword at our base and left on our journey to place it directly into your hands as requested.
SHOGUN

And so…?

KEIKEN

We were ambushed.
SHOGUN

By samurai?

KEIKEN

No Master.  By Ninja.
SHOGUN

Ninja!  From where?

KEIKEN

I cannot say for certain but there technique bore a great resemblance to the Ninjas of Koga province.  They took us by surprise.  We were heavily outnumbered and…
SHOGUN

I am far far away from impressed Master Ninja.  I expect results for good money paid.  Instead you bring me only excuses.
KEIKEN

Please accept my sincere apologies Master Shogun.  I can assure you however that all is not lost.  It would appear that one of my young aids caught a good look of one of the assailant’s faces.
Keiken points to Masaro.
KEIKEN

It is but a matter of time before we have the sword back in our possession.  I can only hope that you will trust us as you have done many a time before.  We have not failed you yet.

SHOGUN
You must be the one they call Masaro?
Masaro sheepishly looks to Keiken.

KEIKEN

It’s ok Masaro.
MASARO

Yes Master.
SHOGUN

I have heard much about you.  Such a reputation for someone so young.  But then again I suppose as they say, especially in your line of work, appearances can be deceiving.
MASARO

Shogun.

Masaro bows his head in respect

SHOGUN

Only 4 of you?  I was expecting 5?
KEKEN

There was a fifth Shogun but he was injured on our journey.  We believe him to have been poisoned.  Your men took him when we arrived.  We would very much like to find out how he is.

SHOGUN



Guard!  

GUARD

Shogun!
SHOGUN

There is a man that has recently been taken in for medical observation.  He is believed to have been poisoned.  Find him immediately and report back to me his status.

GUARD



At once my Lord!

The guard bows and makes his way to find the missing ninja
KEIKEN

Thank you.  Shogun; may I ask what the value of the sword is to you.
SHOGUN

The sword in itself has but little value.  But what the sword represents is of the highest order.  It was a gift.  From the Emperor of China to the Emperor of Japan.   To signify a sign of alliance and unity.  And I am most reluctant for them to learn that our government has become so weak that we cannot achieve a simple task as to keep a mere object safe.  Does that answer your question?  Never mind.  I put my faith in you that the sword will shortly be retrieved and returned to me as promised.  However, I have another matter which requires your urgent attention.  Has you master already briefed you?

KEIKEN

No Shogun, I’m afraid he hasn’t.  We do not yet know why you have requested us.
SHOGUN

Wrenchi!  My samurai will take care of your men.  They must be hungry after such a journey.  I wish to speak with you alone.  Please walk with me

Wrenchi takes the ninjas to rest & recover while Keiken takes a walk with the Shogun.

Masaro is distracted on the way by a group of samurai practising kata with wooden swords.
WRENCHI



So what happened?

ROBATU


We were ambushed, just as Master Keiken said.

WRENCHI

And they managed to steal the sword from you?

ROBATU


Yes.

WRENCHI


But yet left you all to live?

ROBATU


Yes.

WRENCHI



I see.  And who was carrying the sword?
MASARO

I’m sorry Master, I was the one carrying the sword.  It was my fault, I shouldn’t have…

Masaro is stopped short by ROBATU.

ROBATU
It wasn’t your fault Masaro!  I’m sorry Master Wrenchi but we have no further information for you.  If you have any further questions you will have to ask Master Keiken.

The ninjas enter a small room with tables and chairs.

WRENCHI

Of course; please take a seat.  I will see to it that you are taken care of.  

ROBATU
Master Wrenchi!  Our friend which your men took in to custody; we would very much like to know how he is.

WRENCHI



Where was he injured?

ROBATU
He was not injured.  He collapsed.  We believe he was poisoned.

WRENCHI

I will have someone find out immediately and inform you of his condition.
ROBATU


Thank you.

Wrenchi leaves the room and the ninja’s sit at the table.

MASARO

Do you think he believes us?
ROBATU
I don’t care what he believes.  He has no authority over us; we don’t have to answer to him.
MASARO

And what do you believe?  Where they koga ninjas?
ROBATU
I don’t know Masaro.  I really don’t know.
The Shogun is talking to Keiken whilst walking through the castle.  He stops and looks out of a window.
SHOGUN

Look out of that window!  Do you know that man?

There are two samurai leaving the Shogun’s castle.  One is much larger than the other.

KEIKEN

No.  I have not seen him before.  But judging by his huge stature I would guess that he is the samurai Master Oda.
SHOGUN

Your guess would be correct Master Ninja.  For many years now he has been a great asset to this government & a close personal friend of mine.  We have fought side by side many times before.

KEIKEN

What’s troubling you Shogun?

SHOGUN
In order to keep the sword safe very few people knew about the convoy.  They rode under the shogunate flag, and I find it very difficult to believe that they would have been attacked by a group of nothing more than Ronin.  For they knew they would have to deal with the consequences of such an action.  One of the very few people who knew about the mission was Master Oda.
KEIKEN

You think he had something to do with it?

SHOGUN

I can say nothing for certain.  But his attitude and general behaviour seem different every time I see him.  He has changed, from a man of the highest respect and honour, to someone who openly challenges my authority in front of others.  You see the man with him.  I do not know his name but I know him to be one of Oda’s personal bodyguards.
KEIKEN



One of?

SHOGUN

Yes.  One of two.  He never travels without both of them.  Something is out of place.

KEIKEN

What is it you wish for us to do?

SHOGUN

Your mission is simple.  I want you to spy on Master Oda, for a period of no less than 4 weeks.  Find out what he’s up to and report back to me all his dealings and activities.  
KEIKEN

When do we leave?
SHOGUN

Immediately.  You leave tonight.  If my suspicions are confirmed we will have to act swiftly.  

KEIKEN

What are your suspicions Shogun?

SHOGUN

As I said Keiken I can say nothing for certain.  That is what I have you for.  Hopefully there will be nothing for you to report.  We must all hope for peace but the wise always prepare for war.
KEIKEN

Shogun, I must ask a favour of you.
SHOGUN

Of course.
KEIKEN

Take care of Tensho & Masaro until I return.
SHOGUN

Of course I will take care of your injured ninja, but what of Masaro?  I have heard the young ninja’s skills are extraordinary.  You do not wish for him to go with you?

KEIKEN
No Shogun.  What you say is correct.  I have known him for the entirety of his life & there is no one I trust greater of would rather have by my side in combat.  However, a mission of this kind will require us to go under cover for a substantial period of time.  And as I’m sure you have already gathered Masaro does not blend in well with the general public.  He will attract far too much attention and endanger this mission.
SHOGUN

I see.  Very well, we will keep him here until your return.  I will put him under the watch of my General Master Wrenchi.  He will be quite safe I assure you.
KEIKEN

Thank you.
INT.  MEETING ROOM.  SHOGUN’S CASTLE – DAY

SHOGUN

Anything?

WRENCHI

Nothing Master.  There appears to be no lie in their story.
The Shogun shows an extremely aggravated expression.
WRENCHI

Why not tell them the true importance of the sword?  Do you not trust the Ninja Master Hattori?

SHOGUN

The Ninja Master Hattori I trust.  He has served me well for many years now.
WRENCHI

Then why not tell him?  Perhaps if he knew how valuable it was he would have taken better precautions to ensure its safe return.
SHOGUN

It’s too dangerous.  You know as well as I do the extent of ninja treachery.  The results of it falling into the wrong hands could be devastating.  The fewer people that know about its power the better.
WRENCHI

May I be dismissed master?  I have matters which require my attention.
SHOGUN

Of course.
The two men bow to each other in a sign of respect.  When Wrenchi leaves the Shogun punches a hole through the wall in shear frustration.
EXT.  COURTYARD.  SHOGUNS CASTLE - NIGHT

Keiken, Robatu and Ninpo are all ready to leave the shogun’s castle.  Keiken walks over to Masaro to say goodbye.

KEIKEN



Are you going to be ok?

MASARO



Aren’t I always?

KEIKEN



You understand why don’t you Masaro?

MASARO

I’m sorry about the sword Master!  I won’t fail you again I promise!

KEIKEN
You know that’s not why.  I’m not mad at you about the sword Masaro.  It couldn’t be helped.  One way or another they were going to take it no matter what.

MASARO

I just don’t see why I can’t head back home and wait for you there?

KEIKEN

I need you to stay and take care of Tensho!  You know he would do the same for you.

Masaro nods his head in agreement.

KEIKEN

Besides; I think this experience will be good for you.
You can see it in Masaro’s eyes that he begins to feel better.

KEIKEN

Don’t worry; they will take good care of you here I guarantee it.  You’re an extremely valuable asset to them.  We’ll be back before you know were gone. 

MASARO



Good luck master.

The two men bow to each other and the three ninjas embark on their journey.
EXT.  TRAINING GROUND.  NINJA VILLAGE - DAY

Li is training hard showing her athleticism, in preparation for her grading.  A small cloaked figure approaches the training area which is being run by Takorra.  He removes his hood revealing that he is in fact Grand Master Hattori. 
TAKORRA

Master.  You have returned.  How was your journey?

MASTER HATTORI


Interesting.  Has everything gone to plan?

TAKORRA
Yes.  Keiken and his team will have reached the Shogun by now.
MASTER HATTORI
Yes they will have.
They stop for a moment and watch Li training.

MASTER HATTORI
She’s good.  Is she ready?

TAKORRA
Oh I think so.
MASTER HATTORI


How long until the grading?

TAKORRA
It is less than a week away now.  Time is getting on.

The two again stop for a moment and watch Li

TAKORRA
I hear her and Masaro have grown close.
MASTER HATTORI
Not too close I hope.
Takorra laughs.
MASTER HATTORI
Well I suppose I can see why they get on.  They both share many of the same qualities.

TAKORRA
Such as?

MASTER HATTORI
Arrogance; a slight lack of respect for authority.
Takorra laughs again.  Li does something a little spectacular

MASTER HATTORI
But with skill and determination above most others.

TAKORRA
When will we expect them back?
MASTER HATTORI
Keiken and the others?  Not for some time.  The shogun has another mission for them when they arrive.  I don’t expect we shall see them for a while yet.

EXT.  HILL TOP.  APPROACHING ODA’S CASTLE - DAY

The 3 ninjas have been travelling for some time now and are close to reaching their destination.
ROBATU
So what did the Shogun say exactly?  About Oda I mean?
KEIKEN



Do you know him?

ROBATU
I know of him.  I know that he is a clan leader.  And have heard he is one of the more powerful of them; highly feared and respected; at least by other samurai.  But what does he have to do with us?
KEIKEN
He has been a close ally of the shogun and remained on his council for many years.  But now he has reason to distrust him.

ROBATU
Distrust him?  Distrust him over what?

KEIKEN

He wouldn’t say.  I’m not even sure if the shogun knows himself.  He wants us to spy on the samurai and report back all his dealings suspicious or otherwise.
ROBATU
For how long?
KEIKEN

Until.

ROBATU


Yeah.  But what I’m asking is, until when?

KEIKEN

Until we find anything suspicious or until we are satisfied that everything is normal.

NINPO
How much further is it master?
KEIKEN

If my memory serves me correctly we are almost there.  Oda’s castle should be situated just over the brow of that hill.
ROBATU
If your memory serves you correctly?  You have been here before?
KEIKEN

After countless years of service as a ninja there are not many places left I have yet to visit.

Ninpo arrives at Oda’s castle looking over the brow of the hill with the other two close behind.
KEIKEN

What is it?
NINPO
Well the good news is your right master.  We are here.  The bad news, well the bad news is self-explanatory.
The other two look over the brow of the hill and see Oda’s army equipped for battle and marching.
KEIKEN

My god!
NINPO
What do we do?

ROBATU
We must return to the Shogun immediately and inform him.
KEIKEN

Inform him of what?  We have no information with which to inform him with.  We must follow them.  Find out exactly what they have planned.
ROBATU
It doesn’t look good whatever it is.
KEIKEN

This way.  Quickly!

EXT.  TRAINING GROUND.  SHOGUN’S CASTLE - DAY
Masaro is watching a group of samurai performing kata with bokkens.  The samurai stop what their doing as Master Wrenchi walks past and bow to him. 

SAMURAI

Master Wrenchi! Rai!

The samurai bow to Wrenchi and he bows back.  Wrenchi then continues to walk over & the samurai continue training.

WRENCHI
Masaro.  You are impressed by their swordsmanship?

MASARO



They are very skilled.

WRENCHI

They result of years upon years of martial arts training.  It certainly does not happen overnight.

MASARO

What is your position here Master Wrenchi?  These men seem to hold you in such high regard.
WRENCHI

I am the leader of my own samurai clan and normally reside at my own fortress.  Second only to the Shogun himself, I am also his right hand man and personal adviser; which is what brings me here from time to time.
MASARO

I see.
WRENCHI

And what about you Masaro?  What position do you hold within your clan?

Masaro turns his head and says nothing.

WRENCHI

Come now Masaro.  I know what it is you do.  35 years as a samurai.  You think you are the first ninja I have met?  
MASARO



I’m not supposed to…

Masaro’s words are cut short.

WRENCHI

I am not as naïve as most other samurai in realizing the nature of your ways.  Its ok, you can talk to me.
Masaro shows a small smile.

MASARO

Starting with the Ninja Master, every clan then divides its ninjas into 3 ranks.  I am a Genin.

WRENCHI

A Genin?
MASARO

Yes.  A Genin.  In other words a field operative.  We are the ones who create the stories you all seem to love talking about.

Wrenchi laughs.
WRENCHI

What about Master Keiken?  What rank does he hold.

MASARO
Above me is the rank of Chunin.  They are the ones who lead the ninjas in the field.
WRENCHI

So master Keiken would be your Chunin?  Is that correct?

MASARO



No.  Master Keiken holds the rank of Jonin.

WRENCHI



Jonin?

MASARO

Yes.  A rank very few have or are ever likely to achieve.  It is the highest honour a ninja can be given.  Along with only one other, Master Keiken is second only to the Ninja Master himself.  Like you and the Shogun.

WRENCHI
I see.  But if Keiken holds such a high status, what is he doing on field missions?
MASARO

Master Keiken is a very difficult man to understand.  But I understand that that is where he feels he belongs.  And besides, his skill remains unrivalled by any other ninja.  He is the best there is.

WRENCHI



I see.

The two men watch the samurai training for a moment.

WRENCHI

How many of you are there?

MASARO

How many ninjas are there?

WRENCHI

Yes.

MASARO

Who knows?  There are countless numbers of ninja families across the breadth of Japan, many of them working as spies and assassins for various Samurai Lords.  But there are only two Ninja clans considered to be powers in their own right.

WRENCHI

Who?

MASARO

From the Iga province you have us, and the other is situated in koga province.  We control the west and they the East.  Before my time the fueds between the two clans were legendary but with the samurai’s constant struggle for power there is more than enough work to keep us all occupied.
Wrenchi shows an intrigued expression.

WRENCHI

I see again that you are impressed by my samurai.
MASARO

Skilled they are.  But a single ninja could wipe them all out before they even knew they were under attack.

Wrenchi smiles.

WRENCHI

You think so?

MASARO



I’ve done so.

Wrenchi smiles but is a little insulted by his arrogance.
WRENCHI



Then perhaps you could show me how?

Masaro turns his head towards Wrenchi and smiles.  
INT.  BEDROOM.  SHOGUN’S PALACE - DAY

Tensho wakes up in the Shogun’s castle with a pounding headache.  He doesn’t know where he is and decides to take a walk.

EXT.  SAMURAI OCCUPIED TOWN - DAY

Oda and his army march towards the gates of a local samurai occupied town.  The samurai guards on the town walls ring the bell and sound the alarm.

The samurai clan leader (one of the men present at the Shoguns council) walks out with a small entourage to meet the army at his gates.

The three ninjas are spying on the event about to take place through some trees a few hundred yards away.

ROBATU
What do we do now?  

KEIKEN

We will do nothing but what is required of us.  We will observe.  Stay hidden we must not be seen.

The other 2 ninjas take caution and stay low, well out of sight.

SAMURAI LEADER

Master Oda!  What madness is this!?
ODA

Master Samurai!  Your town has now been placed under my command.
SAMURAI LEADER

Under who’s authority?

ODA

Under mine.  

The samurai Lord looks bewildered and confused.

ODA

What is wrong?  This is what you’ve been waiting for is it not?  

SAMURAI LEADER



But not now.  Not like this!

ODA

Let me ask you?  If not now, when?  I have put in motion what we have all been thinking for so long now, but when the time for action is upon you, you fail to act!

The samurai looks away and says nothing.

ODA

Don’t be a fool.  Do what you know is right. You and your samurai need not meet your ends today.  Pledge your swords to me and fight by my side.

The samurai turns to look directly at Oda and shakes his head.

SAMURAI LEADER

We shall not.
ODA

Then your town will burn before dusk.

The samurai lord turns and walks back through the gates with his samurai following closely behind.

SAMURAI

Master?

The samurai leader is in deep thought on his way back to the gates and ignores his men talking to him.
SAMURAI



Master?

Again the samurai lord ignores his samurai.

SAMURAI

Master!  We must send riders.  We must send riders to inform the Shogun!

SAMURAI LEADER

No.  It is too late.  They have the town surrounded.  Our riders would never make it.

The samurai reach the town walls and the huge wooden gates begin to close behind them.

SAMURAI

We follow you to the end master; just tell us what we have to do.

SAMURAI LEADER

No.  This is conflict.  I must fight it alone.  Bring me my armour.  I will end this once and for all.

SAMURAI



Master!

SAMURAI LEADER

Now!  Inform the men they are to honour the victor; for he will be their commander.

SAMURAI



Yes master!

Oda and his men watch the gates close and ponder upon what they are to do.

ODA GENERAL 1

Shall we begin the attack master?

ODA

No; wait. We will see 1st what they do.  The town is surrounded, they can go no where.  They have no option but to join us or fight to their deaths.

INT.  TRAINING ROOM.  SHOGUN’S CASTLE - DAY

Masaro and Wrenchi stand facing each other in an armoury room with various weapons on the wall.  They are the only men in the room.  The two are about to face each other in friendly competition to see who the greater man is.  Samurai or Ninja?  

The two men stare at each other waiting for the other to make a move.  Wrenchi is a little more anxious to attack whilst Masaro just waits patiently.

Wrenchi cannot hold back any longer and attacks Masaro with the long katana blade.  Masaro wielding the smaller ninja sword avoids Wrenchi’s onslaught and counters with an attack of his own.

While Wrenchi is furiously trying to win the bout, Masaro smiles all the way through the fight as though he has it under control.  After a good display of martial arts skills by both men with no victor emerging, Masaro disengages and hides behind a huge stone pillar.

Wrenchi attacks one side of the pillar but Masaro defends.  He attacks the other side of the pillar but again Masaro defends.  He rushes back around the other side to find Masaro has gone.

Wrenchi quietly steps around the training hall for a few seconds before Masaro drops from the ceiling without a sound, placing his sword underneath Wrenchi’s chin.

MASARO



You lose.

WRENCHI



It would appear so.

Masaro removes his sword and steps back, Wrenchi admits defeat and the two stop fighting. 
WRENCHI

But tell me, Where is the honour in striking a man while his back is turned?

MASARO

Tell me, where is the honour in death?

WRENCHI

There is great honour in death.  Death to the Samurai is not a thing to be feared, it is merely the next level of ones existence.  It is one which we must all take at some point in our lives.  We cannot always choose how we die.  But we can choose how we live.  And to live without honour is not a life worth living.

Masaro ponders on Wrenchi’s words and then notices him gently wiping the sweat from his blade with a white cloth.

MASARO

Why is so much care taken over your blades?

WRENCHI

Our blades?  Come.  I will show you.

Wrenchi re-sheaths his sword and walks past Masaro.  Masaro follows.

EXT.  SAMURAI OCCUPIED TOWN - DUSK
The two samurai armies face each other with their leaders in the middle about to face each other in combat.  The sun can be seen setting in the background.  Both stand in fighting stance with swords drawn ready to fight.  This is no training session one man will live and the other will die.

After a minute of absolute silence and everyone awaiting the final outcome, the samurai leader steps quickly forward to attack Oda.  In the same movement Oda deflects the attack with his own sword and cuts the samurai forcing him to his knees.

Oda pulls back his sword and separates the samurai’s head from his body.  The dead samurai’s army bow on one knee to crown the victor their new master, and honour their old master’s final command.

Oda walks through the defeated army with his two generals in tow.

The three ninjas are still in the same spot and have witnessed the entire event.

KEIKEN

Let’s go, we need to find another way into the town.

The ninjas slowly stand and begin to move.

EXT.  THE SHOGUNS CITY - DAWN

Wrenchi and Masaro walk into a building where blacksmith’s and craftsmen are constructing both steel and wooden swords.

WRENCHI

You see Masaro.  The Katana is the most valuable possession a samurai can have.  It is more than just a sword.  It is a symbol of status.  To a samurai the sword is his soul.

Masaro has a confused look on his face

WRENCHI

The ninja do not use swords?

MASARO

We do.  But to us it’s nothing more than another weapon.  A tool used to affect our aims.  Just as any other we use.  It is simply a means to an end

WRENCHI

Many of our ways seem difficult for you to understand?  Don’t worry in time you will come to learn the nature of our ways.

The two ninjas are watching Swords being made, Tensho walks in.

MASARO

Tensho!

TENSHO


Masaro!

MASARO

How are you feeling?

TENSHO


Ok I think.  But my head is pounding!

WRENCHI

It’s ok.  That feeling you have is from the drugs we used.  They sustained your breathing pattern while you were asleep.

TENSHO


What happened?  Was I poisoned?

MASARO

Yeah.  You’re lucky to be alive!  

WRENCHI

Actually, I wanted to wait until you awake to make sure before I mentioned this, but it would appear that you were not.

Both ninjas show a confused look

WRENCHI

You were merely heavily sedated.  I would assume that your attackers did not intend on killing you after all.

TENSHO


Well that was nice of them.
MASARO

And we had to carry you all the way here!

Tensho shows a confused look.

MASARO



Well.  Robatu did.  I had to carry the sword.

TENSHO


Ah…yes the sword; and where are the others?

MASARO



Too many stories; I’ll tell you later.

TENSHO
What are you doing in here anyway, I’ve been looking everywhere for you.

Tensho looks at some almost finished wooden swords and leans forward to pick it up along with a carving tool.

TENSHO


May I?

WRENCHI



Err…of course.

Tensho begins to carve a pattern into the wood.

WRENCHI

You have knowledge in sword making?

TENSHO
Not sword making.  I’m a craftsman.  It’s my trade.

WRENCHI

I thought you were a ninja; an assassin?

TENSHO
I am.  But besides our skills of sabotage and assassination, every ninja is given a trade at birth; an identity.  It allows us to blend in with the general public without arousing suspicion.  This one happens to be mine.

Tensho gives Masaro the wooden sword

WRENCHI

I see.  So what is your trade Masaro?

MASARO

I…

Masaro takes the sword and walks off

WRENCHI

What’s wrong?  Have I offended him?

TENSHO
No.  He’ll be fine.  Masaro has no trade.  Being the way he is, Masaro cannot not blend in with normal life in any case.  He has been taught only how to kill.  But believe me there is none other more efficient at it than him

INT.  MEETING ROOM.  SAMURAI OCCUPIED TOWN - NIGHT

The 3 samurai enter a room placing a map on the table.  A ninja can be seen hiding in the roof, spying on them.
ODA GENERAL 1

One down.
ODA GENERAL 2

First of many I’m sure

ODA

What is our next target?

ODA GENERAL 1

Okazaki city.  
ODA



Okazaki City!?  Already?

ODA GENERAL 2

Okazaki city holds the greatest fortress in Japan, baring only the Shogun’s himself.  We must take it early whilst we still have the element of surprise.  If we can achieve this, it will give us a great foothold with which to challenge The Shogun.  
ODA GENERAL 1
It will be hard for him to recover from such a loss.

ODA GENERAL 2



There is one minor problem in all this though.
ODA


What is it?

The two generals look at each other.

ODA GENERAL 1

Okazaki city is commanded by the great general master Wrenchi.  He is not to be taken lightly even with a surprise attack on our side.
ODA GENERAL 2

Some even say he is more powerful than the 

Shogun himself.

ODA

You two worry about the taking the city.  You leave Wrenchi to me.

There is a knock at the door

SAMURAI GUARD

Master Oda.  Sorry to disturb but there is a visitor for you.  He says it’s important.
Oda walks out the room.  The two generals stand there and look at each other.  After a minute Oda walks back in.

ODA

The sword has been taken

ODA GENERAL 1

Excellent.

ODA

No.  It has been taken from us!

ODA GENERAL 1

By whom?

ODA

He doesn’t know.

ODA GENERAL 2

I thought he knew everything.  Are you certain we can trust him?

ODA GENERAL 1

What now?

ODA

We proceed with the attack.  We will continue on and take Okazaki city within the week as planned.

ODA GENERAL 2

But what about the sword?

ODA

Sword or no sword, it matters not.  Soon we will have a weapon that not even the great shogun will be able to withstand; regardless.  Secure the city.  Begin preparations for the next attack.

EXT.  STREET.  SAMURAI OCCUPIED TOWN - NIGHT

NINPO
Master.

KEIKEN

Where have you been?  I have been looking for you.  You were not where you were supposed to be.

NINPO
I’m sorry master I was heading towards the spot you assigned to me, but on my way found the Samurai himself walking to a different location with his two generals.

KEIKEN



What happened?

NINPO
I made my way in through a window and hid well out of sight.  I believe I have enough information for us to leave with.

KEIKEN

What did you hear?

NINPO
They were talking about their next attack.  Okazaki city.  They leave within 7 days.  We need to get this information back to the shogun.  I suggest we leave now.

KEIKEN

What else did you hear?

NINPO
It would appear that master oda was also responsible for the ambush on the shoguns convoy.  But he knows as little about the golden samurai sword’s current location as we do.  Where is Robatu?

KEIKEN

I don’t know but we must find him quickly.  I have searched for him also, I don’t know where else to…

Both ninjas look up at a local whore house and smile at each other.  The ninja walk in and just as they expected Robatu is in there choosing a woman.
KEIKEN

What the hell are you doing!?

ROBATU
Master!  I was just er…seeing if I could er…

KEIKEN

Silence!

ROBATU
Sorry master.  Do we have what we came here for?

KEIKEN

Yes.  It is time to leave.

ROBATU
Now?

KEIKEN

Yes now, before you draw any further attention to yourself.

The door swings open and Oda walks in.  The ninjas are all shocked to see him and don’t know what to do.  Oda walks straight past them and chooses one of the girls to sleep with.

ROBATU
Good choice, I was going to choose her.

KEIKEN

Lets go. 

INT.  MEETING ROOM.  SHOGUN’S CASTLE - DAY

Keiken enters the Shogun’s meeting room.  Keiken, Wrenchi and the Shogun are the only men in the room.
SHOGUN

Master Keiken.  I did not expect your return so soon.  What news do you bring?

KEIKEN

I’m afraid once again I come with bad news Shogun.  I have returned to confirm your suspicions.  Master Oda challenges you.

SHOGUN

Challenges me?  Is the man insane!??

KEIKEN

I believe it to be worse than you first thought Shogun.  A full scale rebellion has begun.  Master Oda has amassed an army and has already taken control of one of your towns.
SHOGUN

You are certain of this?

KEIKEN

We saw it with our own eyes.  We followed his army, and witnessed Oda defeat the town’s samurai lord in combat himself.

The Shogun looks totally confused.

KEIKEN

There is something else.  It would appear your instincts were correct.  He was behind the attack on your convoy.

SHOGUN

Do you know what he plans next?

KEIKEN

He moves to take Okazaki City.

Wrenchi’s eyes widen.

KEIKEN



What is it?

WRENCHI



Okazaki City belongs to me!

SHOGUN

When?

KEIKEN

He prepares his army & will be there within 7 days.

KEIKEN

Shogun?

KEIKEN

Shogun!?

SHOGUN

I need time to consult with my men.
KEIKEN

Time is a commodity you do not have Shogun.  You must move quickly.  I am aware that you and Master Oda were once friends, but he has taken it upon himself to rise against you, and he has more support than you realize.  You must crush this rebellion immediately before it has a chance to escalate.  Master Oda will not be aware that this information has reached your ears.  If acted upon now and acted upon correctly this rebellion will be over before it has started.

SHOGUN

And what would be your advice with which to act upon this situation correctly?

KEIKEN

Shogun.  I am but your employee in such matters of requirement.  Decisions of this stature need to be made by your self.  My only advice is that you come to a decision now; before you decisions become limited.

SHOGUN

Come now Keiken, I would much value your opinion.

Keiken lets out a great sigh.

KEIKEN

Kill him.  Kill him now.  Without his leadership the rebellion will almost certainly dissolve.  We have given you the distinct advantage.  You are aware of his betrayal and you know his next move.  Master Oda is unaware that you know this.  He will not be expecting such confrontation from you so early. 

SHOGUN

And I trust that you are able to complete this task for me?

KEIKEN

Err…Yes my Lord my team is highly trained in all levels of service we offer you, but exceptional at assassination.  I’m certain my master will be happy to authorize this mission for you.

SHOGUN

Very well, you will accompany my men to Osaki City immediately.  Wrenchi you will lead these men….

KEIKEN

No.  Master Shogun.  We must return home first.  We have been gone a long time.  As you know I have my own master to inform.  There is time.  We will meet your men in Osaki City.  We will be there.  You have my word.

Shogun



Then I put my trust in you Master Ninja.

EXT.  WOODED AREA - DAY

Masaro walks with Tensho while the other 3 ninjas walk on ahead.
MASARO

How are you feeling?

TENSHO
Better, thanks.  The Path ahead certainly seems to be clearer this time.

Masaro gives a faint laugh.  

MASARO

I agree with you my friend.  But I have known you far too long to not know when there is something troubling you.  Tell me.

TENSHO
I don’t know Masaro.  There are many things I don’t quite understand

Masaro gives an inquisitive look.
TENSHO
The ninjas who attacked us?  Who were they & where were they from?  

MASARO

Keiken told the Shogun that their technique bore a great resemblance to the great ninjas of Koga province.

TENSHO
Koga ninjas!  Our long awaited arch enemies!

MASARO

They are not our arch enemies.

TENSHO
Oh no?  Come on Masaro, you’ve heard the stories.  Surely you’ve heard of the long running blood feud between their master & ours?  I heard that Iga & Koga ninjas where once from the same family.  Driven apart and torn in two by two masters & their constant struggle for supremacy.  Some even say that they are brothers.  And that one day they are to finally meet again and fight to decide who really the greater ninja is.  

MASARO

You hear a lot don’t you.  Shall I tell you what I have heard?  I have heard that ninjas are not human.  They are supernatural beings.  I have heard that they can turn themselves invisible at will.  I have heard that some can jump over 20 feet in the air and that some can even fly.  Perhaps people shouldn’t believe all that they hear.

Masaro’s friend gives a puzzled look, and begins to speak in a serious tone.
MASARO

What?

TENSHO
Haven’t you been taught how to fly yet Masaro?

The two share a laugh.

TENSHO
But Masaro; that doesn’t make any sense either. If they really were Koga ninjas…
MASARO

We wouldn’t have seen them.  They would have killed each & every one of us without us even knowing.
TENSHO
And did you see the Shogun’s face when he learnt the sword was not in our possession?  That man was filled with rage.
MASARO

I know.  I could sense it too.
TENSHO
There is something amiss here, and I have a feeling the sword is a lot more valuable that they’re making out.  But what possible difference could a single samurai sword make?  Nothing makes sense.
The two are so enthralled in each other that the don’t notice keiken has stopped and has heard the end of their conversation.
KEIKEN

Then perhaps you are lucky it is not for you to make sense of.
TENSHO
Forgive me master, I was just…

Keiken gives him an understanding but stern smile.

KEIKEN
Walk on ahead with the others.
TENSHO
Yes master.
Masaro’s friend obeys keiken’s order, walks ahead to meet the other two ninjas and leaves Masaro & Keiken alone.
KEIKEN

How was your stay with the Shogun Masaro?

MASARO

Let’s just say I am glad to be going home.  How was the mission master?  Did you encounter any difficulties?

KEIKEN

Come now Masaro.  You know were not permitted to discuss the missions we are assigned to.

MASARO

I’m sorry Master.
KEIKEN

It’s ok.  There is something about the mission however I want you to know.

MASARO

What is it?

KEIKEN

You must be careful Masaro.  What I’m about to tell you is in the strictest secrecy.  You must not repeat what you have heard to anyone.  Not even Tensho.  Do you understand?

MASARO

Of course Master.

KEIKEN

You are aware of what is about to happen?

MASARO

You speak of the rebellion?  Surely Master Oda is not powerful enough to stand up against the shogun?

KEIKEN

Whilst at the city, the three of us split up to stand a lesser chance of being detected and a greater chance of finding some information of any importance.  As it turns out it was Ninpo that overhead Master Oda himself talking to his two generals about the events about to take place.

MASARO

Ninpo!  How did he achieve this?

KEIKEN

He cleverly anticipated where Master Oda would go to consult with his generals and hid himself in the roof well out of sight,  but how he achieved this is not important.  It’s what he said to me afterwards which I find highly disturbing.

MASARO

What did the Samurai talk about Master?

KEIKEN

Amongst other things, they talked about the sword, the Ronin we stole it from and the ninjas who in turn stole it from us.  But again whatever was said in that that room is not of great importance either.  I am certain that the account Ninpo gave me about what was said is true.

MASARO

So what’s wrong?

KEIKEN

I know this to be true Masaro, because I was the one hiding in the roof.  And I am quite certain that I was hiding their alone.

Masaro is overwhelmed by shock and turns his head towards the front to stare at Ninpo.

KEIKEN

Don’t look Masaro, keep your focus on me. 

MASARO

What are you going to do?

KEIKEN

Nothing yet.  He must be watched closely.  But remember what I said.  You must not say a word to anyone.  I don’t yet know what his intentions are but be careful Masaro.  You cannot trust him.

Masaro nods his head in agreement

KEIKEN

Come we must catch up before we arouse suspicion.  

Keiken & Masaro quicken their pace to catch up with the others.  The 5 ninjas continue on their journey home.
INT.  CAVE LAIR.  NINJA VILLAGE – DAY

There is a ninja grading in the cave lair.  Ninjas are displaying various techniques in order to achieve the rank of ninja genin.  Li is fighting.  The 5 ninjas return from their journey and walk into the grading.

MASARO

Great; Master Hattori.

TENSHO
You were hoping he wouldn’t be here?

MASARO

I knew he would.  He seems to have a habit for never being around when you need him but always around when you’re trying to avoid him.

TENSHO
Losing the sword wasn’t your fault Masaro.  I’m sure he’ll understand.  Regardless, you will have to face him at some point.

KEIKEN

Wait here.

The ninjas watch the grading as Keiken walks over to talk to Master and gives him a scroll.  The two are talking quietly in each others ears and Masaro is distracted by both their conversation & the grading.  Keiken walks back over.

KEIKEN

Masaro; he wishes to speak with you.

MASARO

Now?

KEIKEN

Now.

Masaro sheepishly walks over to the Ninja Master.

MASARO

You wish to speak with me Master.

MASTER HATTORI
You look nervous Masaro.  Is there something you want to tell me?

MASARO

I’m sorry Master, I wasn’t thinking at the time.  Keiken told me not to remove it from my… but… and didn’t mean to…, I’m sorry master.

MASTER HATTORI
I hear you caught a glimpse of one of these ninja’s faces.  Tell me, what did he look like?

MASARO

He…was in fact a she master.   

MASTER HATTORI
A female ninja!  Interesting.  And how was your stay with the Shogun?

MASARO

It was different master.  In some ways very different.

MASTER HATTORI
And tell me; how was it different; in some ways?

MASARO

Well in most ways if I’m honest master.  They’re total way of life and way of thinking is different.  They seem to believe whole heartedly in destiny.  But if our lives are already set out for us, what would be the point in life?

MASTER HATTORI


That’s a good question Masaro.

MASARO

Although I don’t think I agree with they’re way of life, they do seem to be much more at peace with themselves.  As if they have a defining purpose which controls them.

MASTER HATTORI


You don’t feel at peace here Masaro?

MASARO

Master, please do not misinterpret my words.  I am happy to be a ninja and am eternally grateful for all this clan has done for me but sometimes I just feel…

MASTER HATTORI


Lost?

MASARO

I just wish I knew exactly what it was that I am supposed to do, Instead of everything being cloaked in mystery all the time.

The ninja master pauses for a second a re-looks at the scroll which keiken had given him from the Shogun

MASARO

May I ask what that is master?

MASTER HATTORI
It’s your next mission.

MASARO

I was talking about the inscription Master.  I saw the same one at the Shoguns castle.

MASTER HATTORI
It is the samurai code of Bushido.  Honesty/Justice, Courtesy, Courage, Honour, Compassion, Sincerity, Duty/Loyalty

MASARO

Their code of honour?

MASTER HATTORI
Yes.  It gives them all a great sense of duty.  It makes them strong & disciplined; gives them purpose.  But it restricts them.  Because of the status they receive from it, the samurai will blindly refuse to look any further.  They fail to adapt and because of that they will never become as powerful as the ninja can be.  The ninja gains his perspective by expanding his perceptions to see that everything is change and reality is only temporary.  They are bound to the code.  But you Masaro, your expectations are limitless.  But you must demand more from yourself than I or anyone else could ever expect.

MASARO

So you think they’re way of life is wrong?

Master laughs
MASTER HATTORI
One thing you will come to learn Masaro.  There is very rarely such thing as right and wrong.  There is only balance.  

The grading comes to end as Li’s name is read out to stand and collect her ninja black belt.

MASTER HATTORI
Go.  Send Keiken back over to me.

MASARO

Yes Master.

MASTER HATTORI
And Masaro.  Do not worry about the sword.  I’m certain everything will eventually find its rightful place, even you.

Masaro walks over to Keiken and tells him the Ninja Master wants to speak with him again.  Keiken walks back over and Li rushes over to Masaro.

Masaro and Li don’t speak for a moment, but instead just look at each other.

LI



I’ve missed you.

MASARO



You were great.

Again they just stand and look at each other.

MASARO



So what now?

LI

I have to go now.  My mother will be waiting anxiously for me.

Masaro looks a little upset.  Li leans forward to whisper in his ear.

LI

There will be celebrations this evening.  I will find you.  I promise.

Masaro nods and again they stand staring at each other.

MASTER HATTORI
You have already agreed to this haven’t you?

KEIKEN

Yes master.  I’m afraid I have given the Shogun my word.  Time is short and the reward is high.  Forgive me for the assumption that you would have willingly accepted this mission. 

MASTER HATTORI
Then the mission is yours Keiken.  I only hope you have enough time to organise such a campaign.  What plan of attack do you have in mind?

KEIKEN

We have the full backing of The Shogun’s General Master Wrenchi and it appears that Oda does have an apparent weakness we can exploit.

Screen focuses in on Li at the end of Keiken’s words.

INT.  LI’S HOUSE - DAY

Li walks into her home with her mother rushing over to see her.

LI



Mother!

LI’S MOTHER



Li!

LI



Mother!

LI’S MOTHER



Oh Li
The two hug each other.

LI’S MOTHER



Oh Li, you did it, I’m so proud of you!

LI



Thank you mother.

LI’S MOTHER

And your father!  He is proud of you too!  He was there with you today I know he was.

Li and her mother look over at a shrine of Li’s dead father.

LI



I know mother, I know.

Li begins to shed a tear.

LI’S MOTHER



Hey!  This is not the time for sadness!

Li’s mother puts her arms around her again and strokes her hair.  Li wipes her eyes, nods her eyes and smiles.

LI’S MOTHER

You must be hungry!  Stay here I will make you something to eat!

Li’s mother rushes off to prepare food, while Li walks over to her father’s shrine and kneels down and closes her eyes as though she were praying.

There is a knock at the door which makes her gasp, re-open her eyes and turn around.  Keiken is standing in the door way.

EXT.  NINJA VILLAGE - NIGHT

There are celebrations at night time in the ninja camp. Two ninjas are fighting in competition.  One dressed in black and the other one in red; both children.  
Everyone is standing around cheering and placing bets for entertainment.  One of the ninjas is getting his butt kicked.  There are two adult ninjas coaching the two children.

Keiken is talking to the Ninja Master.

KEIKEN



Do you think I’m doing the right thing?

MASTER HATTORI


I trust your judgement.

KEIKEN

But do you believe Li is ready for such a mission?

MASTER HATTORI


What do you believe Keiken?
KEIKEN

I believe she is more capable than most, but cant help thinking I’m making a mistake.  She has no experience.

MASTER HATTORI
In some cases I have found under experience to be an asset to certain individuals.  Perhaps it is your judgement you are questioning and not her abilities.

Keiken ponders on Master’s words for a moment.

KEIKEN

Master.  There is something I must ask you.  Ninpo.  Why had I not seen him before you introduced him into my team?

MASTER HATTORI


He is not from here.

KEIKEN

Forgive me master but are you sure it wise to openly invite outsiders in here?

MASTER HATTORI


Do you remember the Ninja Sarutobi?

KEIKEN

Yes I remember him vaguely. But he left a long time ago.

MASTER HATTORI
I remember him well.  At the time of his peak, He; like you are now; was my greatest ninja.

KEIKEN



So why was he made to leave?

MASTER HATTORI
Sarutobi was not made to leave.  No, in fact we parted on very good terms.  He simply wished to retire and live out the rest of his days in peace.  But he still taught his son all he knew in the art of ninjitsu.  And now he returns here to continue his father legacy.

KEIKEN



I see.

MASTER HATTORI
I know he can be a little naïve at times and living in relative solitude has not helped matters, but I see, like his father he is honest and trustworthy.  I only hope he has also inherited his father’s skills.  Then he really will be a valuable asset to your team.  I’m certain under your supervision he will turn out alright.  You will see.

Keiken delivers a half hearted smile.

Masaro runs over and takes the place of one of the adult ninjas who are coaching the children who are fighting.

MASARO



I’ll take over from here!

The little red ninja squirms in pain.

MASARO



What are you doing kid?

LITTLE RED NINJA



He’s too strong.

MASARO

Strength is a matter of opinion.  Some say it comes from your body, but I would say it comes from your heart.

LITTLE RED NINJA



But he’s bigger than me!

MASARO

He’s bigger than you? How do you think I get by?

LITTLE RED NINJA

But you’re Masaro!

MASARO



And your kid ninja!  The red destroyer!

The kid doesn’t look any happier.

MASARO

Look.  You’re going about it the wrong way.  Your right, he is bigger.  He’s using his strengths against you, the same as you must use his weaknesses against him!  Get in close; take his distance away from him.  Strike him hard and then take his back.  Are you ready?

The kid nods.

MASARO



Good!  Now go and take him out!

The Little Red Ninja dodges the black ninja’s big kick, gets in close and strikes him hard in the kidney before kicking away his legs and dragging him to the floor.  The Little red ninja puts hi fist up to Masaro.  Everyone cheers.

Li walks over to Masaro and tells him she owes him a walk the two walk of together.

The two walk over to a small embankment with a lake.  They do not talk for a moment but instead just enjoy each others company.  The two sit down facing the water.

MASARO



What is it?

LI

Masaro, can I ask you something?

MASARO

Sure.

LI

Where are you from?

Masaro smiles to himself.

MASARO

Can I ask you something?

LI

Anything.
MASARO

How long is it that you have wanted to ask me that?

LI

You don’t have to tell me if…

MASARO

Its ok.  You noticed I was a little different to everyone else huh?  The truth is, I couldn’t tell you even if I wanted to.  I have no idea where I’m from originally.  Keiken found me abandoned when I was just an infant and took it upon himself to take care of me ever since.

LI

Do you remember anything before you came here?

MASARO



Nothing.

LI

You’re lucky Masaro.  He’s an amazing guy.

MASARO

You’re right.  He is.  We would be lost without him.

LI

You trust him then?

MASARO

With my life.  He saved me.  I owe everything to him.  But anyways, it feels like I’ve been away from home for an eternity, and I have to leave again in the morning.  And as great as he is, I don’t wish to spend my entire time back speaking about Keiken.

LI

So what would you like to spend your time back doing then Masaro?

Kazumi lies back and stares at him in a seductive manner.  Masaro doesn’t answer; he is slightly nervous, lost for words and transfixed by her fitness.  He leans forward to kiss her.

LI

There is something I must tell you.

She grabs him by the collar, slowly pulls his head towards hers and moves her lips towards his ear.

LI

I’m coming with you tomorrow.

MASARO

What? Why?

LI

Keiken came to see me today.  I am to be part of the mission.

MASARO

You?  And what is to be your function?

LI

I am to assassinate the Dark Lord.

MASARO

Very funny, your not joking are you? Forget it!  You’re not going.

LI

I knew you would be like this Masaro.  But it’s too late.  I have already accepted the mission.

She takes down her hair and moves closer to him putting her arms around his neck.

LI

It was thought that I could use my powers of seduction to get close to him, weaken his senses, and then drain his life force.

MASARO

Who authorized this?  This is outrageous.  You know yourself, you are not ready.

Heavily flirting with him, she pulls his body even closer.

LI

Oh, so you don’t think he’ll go for me?  Do you think I’m not his type?

MASARO

This is not a game Li.  Today you became a ninja.  Tomorrow you will embark on the deadliest of missions that a ninja can be assigned to!
LI

I know.  It excites me.  Just like the anger on your face.

As angry as he is, Masaro can no longer withstand he advances and is about to kiss her back when she turns her head.  The two hear a ninja guard approaching.  Li drags Masaro by the hand.

LI

Quickly!

She drags him into the lake, snapping two reeds as she does so.  The guard comes by to inspect.  He sees that the water has been broken but leaves when he sees two ducks splashing around, unaware that the two are underneath the water breathing through the reeds.  The two emerge.  Li flicks her hair back and starts laughing.  Masaro tries to run out of the water.

MASARO



It’s freezing!

She pulls him back by the top of his trousers, turns him around and the two kiss in the water.

Li drags him into her house where they remove each others clothes and get very over friendly with each other.  

INT.  LI’S HOUSE.  NINJA VILLAGE - MORNING

Li And Masaro wake up together.

LI

Hey.

MASARO

Hey.

LI



Are you ok?

LI’S MOTHER

Li!  Li!

MASARO



No! 

LI’S MOTHER

Li are you awake?  There is someone here to see you!

Li begins to smile while Masaro has a look of sheer panic on his face.

MASARO

What are we going to do?

LI

I don’t know?  But if they find us together were going to be in trouble for sure!
Masaro is in a desperate frame of mind, thinking franticly.

LI’S MOTHER



Li!

LI

What are you going to do Masaro?  Time’s running out.

Masaro rolls backwards and dives out of the window

LI’S MOTHER

Li!

Knock.  Knock.  Li throws a sheet over Masaro’s clothes on the floor.

LI

Come in!

LI’S MOTHER

Ah you’re awake!  There is someone here to see you!

A ninja enters the room.

NINJA

I’m sorry to trouble you so early Li, but it is almost time.  I am required to escort you to the cave for mission briefing.

LI



I’ll be out right away.

NINJA



Very good.  I shall wait for you outside.

The ninja turns around to walk out but turns back again.

NINJA

Oh, and have you seen Masaro?  We can’t find him anywhere?
Li tries her hardest not to laugh and instead closes her mouth tight and shakes her head.

NINJA

Not to worry.  He’s probably making his way to the cave as we speak.

She nods her head in agreement.  The ninja guard leaves.  She turns around to look out of the window.  Masaro is no where to be seen.  She turns back around.

MASARO

Hey!

She turns back around to see Masaro.  He kisses her quickly and runs away.  She turns back, smiles to herself and jumps out of bed.

INT.  CAVE LAIR.  NINJA VILLAGE – DAY

The briefing hall consists of around 50 ninjas (10 of which are female).  Takorra is briefing them all.

TAKORRA

Our only objective is to assassinate the samurai Oda.  That’s it.  

TENSHO


So why so many of us?

TAKORRA

As you can all see we have a large group of female ninjas present?  They will be our primary weapon in achieving this task.

Takorra looks over to the females.

TAKORRA



You have already been briefed?

The girls all shout ‘hai’ in unison.

TAKORRA

The rest of you are there as back up.  Hopefully you will remain obsolete and will not be required but as always you must stay alert at all times.  As I’m sure you all know things don’t always go the way we would like them to.

The ninjas all pause in thought.

TAKORRA



KEIKEN!

KEIKEN



TAKORRA!

TAKORRA

I am correct that we also have the backing of The Shoguns General Wrenchi?

KEIKEN

That is correct Takorra.  I am to meet him there.

TAKORRA

Excellent.  There is someone else that I would like you to meet while you are there also.

KEIKEN



Who is it?

TAKORRA



Her name is madam Su.  She is a sleeping tiger

KEIKEN



A sleeping tiger!
Takorra steps forward to give Keiken a scroll.

TAKORRA

She runs the largest geisha house in south Japan.  A ninja was sent out to her last night.  She will be expecting you.

KEIKEN



Perfect.

EXT.  PATHWAY.  HILLS - DAY

The ninjas are all making their way to Okazaki City.  Masaro is talking to Keiken.  Robatu, Tensho and Ninpo are walking together.  Li is walking with the other girls.

NINPO


Robatu.  What is a sleeping tiger?

TENSHO


You really were born in the woods weren’t you!

ROBATU
A sleeping tiger is a strategically placed ninja; normally retired.  They are simply required to live out their everyday lives in a certain location until we should require them.

TENSHO
For example, the sleeping tiger we are meeting has more than likely been hidden there for many years and will have a good understanding of the city.

Masaro and Li smile at each other across the group.

KEIKEN

Masaro I need this opportunity to speak with you alone.  You know what is about to happen?

MASARO

Yes master.

KEIKEN

Tell me.
MASARO

Its ok, I’m fully aware…

KEIKEN

Tell me!

MASARO

When Oda and his army arrive they will be invited in, in a false show of allegiance.  One of the girls is to pleasure him followed by causing him great pain.  We are there just in case.

KEIKEN

Wrong.  You are no longer here just in case.  When the samurai enters the geisha house, I will already be in there with ninja Robatu and Tensho.  You will not.
MASARO

You wish for me to stay behind again master!

KEIKEN

No Masaro, I have my own mission for you.

MASARO

What is it?

KEIKEN

I can’t explain why but I believe Ninpo to be under the employment of Oda.  You remember what I told you?

MASARO

Yes.

KEIKEN

I still don’t know what his true intentions are or what part he has to play in all this, but I feel this is the time he will make his presence know.

MASARO

What is it you require of me?

KEIKEN

When Oda enters the Geisha house, the other ninjas have been instructed to take care of Oda’s guards who will be scrambled across the city.  You and Ninpo will be a part of this.  As soon as he makes his move, and make no mistake he will make one, kill him.  You understand.

MASARO

Yes master.
KEIKEN

Until then you act perfectly normal towards him.  I believe him to be a lot more dangerous than he looks.

Masaro and Li look at each other across the group again.  Masaro smiles back but is secretly worried for her.

EXT.  STREET.  OKAZAKI CITY - DAY

The ninjas enter the city.  There is a cloaked man standing underneath a clock tower.  Keiken tells the others to wait while he goes over to speak to him.  The man walks off and Keiken walks back to the ninjas.

ROBATU
Who was that?

KEIKEN

Wrenchi.

ROBATU
Wrenchi!?

KEIKEN

Yes.  Listen.  We must be quick.  The samurai and his army are close by and are due to arrive sooner than expected.  I need you all to wait here; I will return shortly.

Keiken walks off and finds the Geisha house he is after and enters.
INT.  GEISHA HOUSE.  OKAZAKI CITY - DAY

GEISHA GIRL

Welcome sir to the palace of pleasure.

KEIKEN

I’m looking for madam Su.
GEISHA GIRL

Of course; this way.

The young girl escorts Keiken over to a much older woman.

GEISHA GIRL

Madam Su, there is somebody here to see you

Keiken hands the old lady the scroll given to him by Takorra.

SLEEPING TIGER

Welcome Master Keiken.  I am the sleeping tiger.  I have been expecting you.  But you come alone?  Where are the girls?

KEIKEN

They are close by.
SLEEPING TIGER

We don’t have much time.  Send them to me at once.  And take this.

KEIKEN

What is it?

SLEEPING TIGER

It’s the key and address to my personal home.  The rest of you may stay there.

KEIKEN

Thank you.
SLEEPING TIGER

Thank you master Keiken.  I shall see you this evening for the show.

KEIKEN

The show?

SLEEPING TIGER

Yes the show.  We are to put on a show for our new Samurai lord.

KEIKEN

I see.  I’ll see you this evening.

Keiken leaves the Geisha house.

INT.  SLEEPING TIGERS HOUSE.  OKAZAKI CITY - DAY

The ninjas follow Keiken into the sleeping tiger’s house.  The Ninjas quickly examine every room to make sure the house is safe.

Ninja



The area is safe master.  The house is secured.

KEIKEN



Good.

ROBATU
Where are we to meet the samurai Wrenchi?

KEIKEN

With any luck we won’t see him again.  Not on this night anyway.  

ROBATU


I don’t understand?

KEIKEN
The samurai Wrenchi is here to welcome in Oda in a false show of allegiance.  Once he has completed his mission, we will be left to complete ours.  If everything goes as it should, there will be no need for us to see him again.

ROBATU


And if everything doesn’t go as it should?

Keiken pulls back a rug revealing a trap door.

KEIKEN



It will.

INT.  GEISHA HOUSE.  OKAZAKI CITY - DAY

Li and the other ninja girls are at the geisha house.  The sleeping tiger is talking to them.

SLEEPING TIGER

Please listen carefully.  Some of you may have experience, some of you may not.  But what takes a lifetime to perfect, must be learnt in the space of only a few hours.  And so I will need your undivided attention if you are to succeed in your mission.

The girls all nod in agreement.

SLEEPING TIGER



Then we shall begin.

The girls are all taught how to become a geisha along with a dance routine they must learn.

INT.  SLEEPING TIGER’S HOUSE.  OKAZAKI CITY - DUSK
Keiken and the other ninjas are arming themselves with various weapons and preparing themselves for the task ahead of them.  There is a loud knock at the door.

The ninjas all stand on edge.

Keiken points at 2 ninjas to open the door.  They both stand armed and ready for danger.  They open the door and drag in the single man at the door.  It is a samurai.

SAMURAI

I bring word from Master Wrenchi.  The samurai Oda has arrived.  It is time.

KEIKEN



Tell your master we will be ready.

The two men bow to each other and the samurai leaves.

KEIKEN

Ok.  I will enter the geisha house.  Robatu, Tensho, you will come with me.

Robatu & Tensho bow their heads in agreement.

KEIKEN



Masaro!

MASARO



Master!
KEIKEN

You will take the others and lead the assault on Oda’s samurai.  

MASARO



Yes master.

KEIKEN



If you can, leave none alive.

MASARO



I understand.

KEIKEN



Let’s go.

Keiken, Robatu & Tensho exit the house and make their way to the geisha house.

INT.  GEISHA HOUSE.  OKAZAKI CITY - DUSK
At the geisha house the female ninjas are being dressed and prepared for the show they are to put on.

Keiken and the other two ninjas are brought in by one of the geisha girls to the sleeping tiger.

KEIKEN



Are they ready?

The sleeping tiger smiles.

The scene switches to the ninja girls performing their act in front of everyone.  The house is packed out.  Oda is sitting with his two generals, the 3 ninjas are present, and the house is filled with samurai and other rich individuals.

ODA GENERAL 1



That was easier than planned.

ODA GENERAL 2



What is it?  You suspect a trap?

ODA



Of course; Stay alert at all times.

Oda is distracted by Li who is trying her hardest to get his attention.

TENSHO


You think he suspects anything?

ROBATU


He appears to be quite content.

KEIKEN



Who knows; Stay alert at all times.

Whilst the show is still going on inside the geisha house, Masaro and they others are ready to attack Oda’s men.

INT.  SLEEPING TIGER’S HOUSE – OKAZAKI CITY - NIGHT

MASARO

Bring death upon this city.  Sweep through it like a plague.

The ninjas all make their way out of the building.  When Ninpo turns his back, Masaro pulls a small knife from his pocket, slices his own hand and squeezes his fist.  The blood slowly oozes in between his fingers.

MASARO



Ninpo! Wait.

Ninpo stops and turns to face Masaro.

MASARO



You are ready?

NINPO


Yes Masaro.

MASARO



You are sure?

Ninpo nods his head.

NINPO


I’m ready.

MASARO

Good.  No remorse, no fear, no emotion.  Do what needs to be done.

As Ninpo turns to exit the house, Masaro puts his hand on his back leaving a visible blood mark which will glisten in the moon’s light.  Masaro wraps up his hand and follows ninpo outside into the streets.

Scenes of Li and the girls dancing switch between Masaro and the ninjas killing Oda’s men.  Masaro is constantly keeping an eye on ninpo, identifying him by the blood stain on his back.

Ninpo looks around and then enters a small building.  There is a man inside but he does not speak and it is not visible who he is.  Ninpo speaks to him in a confident manor.

NINPO
My mission is complete.  It is no longer safe for me here.

The man hands him a small scroll and leaves the room closing the door behind him.  Ninpo studies the scroll for a few moments, throws it into a burning fire place and then leaves the room.

Masaro drops down the fire place, kicks the scroll out of the fire, pockets it and then leaves in pursuit of Ninpo.

The show comes to an end with everyone cheering and clapping.  The sleeping tiger makes a small announcement.

SLEEPING TIGER

Thank you all for coming.  But now for those high payers amongst you; the girls are now at your service.

Everyone cheers once again.  The girls can be seen offering themselves to the samurai and wealthy gentlemen in the establishment.  Oda whispers in one of his general’s ears.  The general walks over to Li and whispers in her ear.  Li bows to the general and escorts Oda in one of the bedrooms.

ROBATU


Here we go.

KEIKEN



Stay calm.  Do not draw attention to yourself.

Robatu looks over at all the women offering themselves around for money.

KEIKEN

And do not let others draw your attention either!  You must stay focused!

ROBATU


Yes master.  Sorry master.

Tensho quietly laughs.

INT.  BEDROOM.  GEISHA HOUSE - NIGHT

Li has escorted Oda into the bedroom.  The door is closed behind them.  Li walks towards the window, slightly lowering her gown.

LI

Sit down.  Pour yourself a drink while I make my self a little more comfortable.

Oda looks over at a table with bottles of drink standing on it.  Li has her back to him and he cannot see what she is doing.

ODA

So you have come for me?

Kazumi gasps and her eyes widen.

ODA

So this is all the shogun was able to send; nothing more than a girl?  

LI

I don’t know what your talking ab...

ODA

But we both no you are no ordinary girl don’t we Li.  Already I can see the fear flowing through your body.  It is as apparent as your hand that trembles.  What will you do?  The window?  Could you make it?  Although it is but feet, it must seem like an eternity away to you.  No?  Then perhaps you will challenge me after all?  

The samurai laughs quietly to himself.  Li says nothing and does not move, but is thinking frantically.

ODA

It matters not; you know it in your heart.  There is no escape for you now.  Already you have waited too long!

As the samurai rushes towards her, Li pulls the pin from her hair and attacks the samurai.  He blocks her strike and chops her throat in the same movement sending her to the floor unconscious.

The 3 ninjas are sitting patiently in the hall, and witness Oda drag Li out and parade her in front of the entire hall.

TENSHO


No.

ROBATU


She has failed.

TENSHO


What do we do now master?

KEIKEN

I don’t know.  Sit still; do not act until I do!
ODA

Who knows this girl!?

The entire hall remains silent.


ODA

Who knows this girl!?

Again the hall stays silent.

ODA

I shall not ask again.

For the third time nobody speaks up.

ODA

Very well.

Oda draws his sword.

ODA’S GENERAL 1

Wait.

Oda’s General puts his hand out.

ODA’S GENERAL 1

She will come with us.

ODA’S GENERAL 2

Yes she will talk.

ODA’S GENERAL 1

She will tell us who sent her or we will peel the skin from her bones and boil her in acid!
ODA’S GENERAL 2

We must leave now.

ODA’S GENERAL 1

He’s right.  It is not safe to stay.

Wrenchi and his samurai burst into the hall to confront Oda.

ODA

Master Wrenchi.  To what do I owe this all too predictable intrusion?

WRENCHI

Master Oda.  I am placing you under arrest for high treason.  By the order of the shogunate and the code of bushido, you are required to hand over your swords immediately and come with me.

ODA



And if I refuse?

WRENCHI

Refusal to meet my demands will result in execution.  You know not who you challenge.

Oda smiles to himself.

ODA

You fool.  Don’t you see?  The time of the shogunate is over!  A new power is about to rise.  It is you who knows not who he challenges!

Oda orders his two generals to draw their swords and step forward in front of him.  Oda picks up Li and runs out the back of the Geisha house.

A big fight scene takes place between Wrenchi and his samurai against Oda’s men.  Everyone who is not involved in the fight rushes about and scrambles to escape.  Tensho & Robatu jump in to the fight killing Oda’s samurai.

After a fierce struggle, Wrenchi and his men chase Oda’s two generals and the rest of the samurai out of the back of the building.  When they get outside they are confronted by a hoard of Oda’s samurai.  The two generals run in between them and escape.  
The hoard of samurai run at Wrenchi and his men chasing them back into the building. 

Wrenchi and his men lock the door behind them and run back into the main hall before running to the front and locking the main doors.  They all panic and wonder what they are going to do as they are trapped and surrounded.

WRENCHI



Keiken!  They have us surrounded!

Keiken who has not moved an inch since he first sat down inside the geisha house, smiles, kicks the table he is sitting on and pulls away a rug revealing a trap door.

Keiken opens the trap door to reveal Masaro and the some of the other ninjas waiting inside.  The ninjas rush out with explosive charges and place them in the hall.  Tensho is instructing them on the best places to put them.
Keiken and his ninjas and Wrenchi and his samurai all escape the building through the trap door.  As they do, Oda’s Samurai finally break through the doors at both ends.  

The ninjas and samurai are running through the tunnel which followed the trap door.

KEIKEN

Masaro! Where is Ninpo?  
MASARO

You were right master!  I think he was working for Oda!

KEIKEN



So where is he!?

MASARO



I’m sorry master, I lost him!

They all continue to run.

MASARO



Where is she!

Keiken ignores Masaro and continues to run.

MASARO



Master! Where is she!
KEIKEN



We don’t have time Masaro, run!

Oda’s samurai rush into the main hall but are all blown to pieces when the bombs explode.  
The impact can be felt in the tunnel making some of the ninjas and samurai in there fall over.

INT.  SLEEPING TIGER’S HOUSE.  OKAZAKI CITY - NIGHT

Half the Ninjas enter the sleeping tiger’s house through the trap door whilst the other half are still entering through the windows.

Keiken turns his direction to one of the ninjas who entered through the window.

KEIKEN



Ninja!
NINJA



Master

KEIKEN



What is our status?

NINJA

Mission failure master, all samurai who entered the geisha house have been obliterated and the rest of them have retreated.  But the Samurai Oda lives!  He returns to his fortress and has taken the girl captive.

Keiken sighs; Masaro looks a Keiken but Keiken does not look back.

MASARO

Hurry, we don’t have much time

Masaro rushes around franticly arming himself with various weapons.  The other ninjas all turn to look at each other.

ROBATU
Masaro.

Masaro ignores Robatu and continues to arm himself.

ROBATU
Masaro.

Again Masaro ignores him.  Everyone else looks at each other not quite knowing what to say.

ROBATU
Masaro!

MASARO

What are you all waiting for?  We must move quickly!

ROBATU
She is gone Masaro.  You must let her go

MASARO

So we are to leave her to her doom?  Master!  You knew she was not ready for this mission.  She was used to affect your aims and now you have a responsibility towards her!  

ROBATU
We are responsible only for ourselves.  If you are detected you fail.  You fail.  You die.  She was fully aware of the implications of this mission before she accepted it.  As are you Masaro!

MASARO

Tensho?

Tensho looks away and says nothing.

MASARO

Master.

KEIKEN

I’m sorry Masaro, the mission is over.  We will return….

Masaro throws one of his sai’s across the table.

MASARO

The mission is not over!  

Keiken is obviously angry at Masaro’s rantings but says nothing.  Masaro turns to walk into another room to prepare.  Robatu steps forward to confront him.  He is stopped by Keiken’s hand.
KEIKEN

Leave him.      

Masaro is in a separate room continuing to arm himself.

ROBATU
I’m sorry master.  Too much leniency you give him.  Skilled or not, the boy has no respect for authority.  You know as well as everyone else in this room, she is as good as dead and there is nothing that we can do to change that now.

Keiken pauses in thought.

KEIKEN

They will not kill her.  They will want information from her first.  

ROBATU
Then she will use her mind control to withstand the pain and die honourably 

Keiken is now in a transfixed gaze, searching his own thoughts.

KEIKEN

Masaro is right.  We should not have brought her here.  She was not ready for this mission.  She will be tortured in the most inhumane ways a person can be.  She will crack, and be forced to tell the enemy our darkest secrets & the location of our base.  We can not let that happen.

ROBATU
Master, no.

KEIKEN

Get ready.

ROBATU
Master.

KEIKEN

Now.

ROBATU
So it is not enough that the young girl has been captured?  You wish to send us to our deaths as well?
KEIKEN

What’s done is done.  We must now do what needs to be done.  For the good of all, not just ourselves.

Keiken picks up Masaro’s sai and walks off after him.  Masaro is in a separate room arming himself.
KEIKEN

So this is your decision?  You will go alone?  You will face this dark lord and his entire army all by yourself?  

Masaro says nothing.

KEIKEN

How are you planning to get past the outer defences?  

MASARO

I don’t know yet.

KEIKEN

How will you enter the fortress?  

MASARO

I don’t know.

KEIKEN

And then of course, there’s still the small matter of finding her, rescuing her and escaping without detection.  Do you even know the way?

MASARO

I’m sorry master you will not stop me.

KEIKEN



Masaro…

MASARO

If I return, I am fully prepared to accept the consequences of my actions.  But I am not prepared to live with the consequences of doing nothing!

KEIKEN

Masaro!  I haven’t come to try and stop you.  I’ve come to tell you what we are going to do.

MASARO



Thank you master.

KEIKEN

No!  I do this for the ninjas.  Not for you and certainly not for her.  I do only what needs to be done.

Masaro nods.

INT.  PRISON CELL.  ODA’S CASTLE - NIGHT

Li can be seen chained to a wall by her wrists.  There are samurai guards in the room waiting for her to wake up so they can torture her.
EXT.  ODAS CASTLE - NIGHT

The ninjas are outside Oda’s castle ready to carry out their plan and rescue Li.

KEKEN



Wait!

The ninjas wonder what Keiken is waiting for until the clouds cover the moon and it begins to rain.  

KEIKEN

Go!

Keiken signals for two separate ninja teams to go, leaving only keiken and Masaro behind.  The ninjas take out the two guard towers in front of the castles moat.

keiken tells Masaro to follow him but Masaro does not move.

KEIKEN

What is it?

Masaro looks up at the eerie looking castle wall.

MASARO

Master, I’m afraid.  For the first time, I can feel it.  It numbs me.  Through and through, there is no denying it.  I know there is no going back now.  I know what I have to do but I can’t shake this feeling.  I…

KEIKEN

Stop.  Control your thoughts for they distort your mind.  Breathe, breathe.  Now listen.  Listen to me.  Fear is nothing!  Fear is nothing but a state of mind.  You have forgotten who you are, and you must remember quickly!  You are ninja.  Fear to you is impossible.  There is nothing more terrifying than you.  You are fear!

Masaro begins to feel more confident

KEIKEN

Now go!  Now!

Masaro and Keiken run towards the moat.  They silently drop themselves in and swim underneath the water to the castle wall.  Keiken is carrying a large bow and Masaro is carrying large length of rope.  The two begin to climb the castle wall.  

As Masaro climbs half way up the wall he accidentally kicks in a window and almost falls through but quickly moves out of sight and continues to climb.  As the two ninjas reach the top of the wall a large bell rings out signalling the castle wall guard change.

The two ninjas reach the castle roof silently killing the samurai guards at the top.  The rain is falling down hard, thunder and lightning begins to echo across the castle.

Once they have both secured the roof, Keiken takes Masaro’s rope and attaches it to a sturdy looking arrow.  Keiken fires the bow which strikes one of the guard towers in front of the castle moat.  The ninjas inside the tower take the rope and secure it.

KEIKEN

We must split up now.  You will rescue the girl.  There is a prison in the south tower.  I suggest you search there first.

MASARO



You’re not coming with me?

KEIKEN

No.  I will create a diversion for you on the other side of the castle.  I will make our presence known so be quick.  Once you have her you return to the roof and escape.

Masaro begins to walk off.  Keiken pulls him back.

KEIKEN

Masaro!  Once you have her, you escape.  Do not look for me for I shall no longer be here!

Masaro nods and begins to move quickly.

A samurai guard can be seen below Masaro on a castle wall on the south tower.  Masaro drops down behind the samurai and kills him by strangling him with a chain.

Masaro is now inside the castle.  He hears a huge bang and the shouting if samurai guards.  He assumes it must be keiken.

Master Oda can be seen sitting in a luxury room wearing full battle armour, sitting with his back towards the door.  A samurai guard bursts into his room.

SAMURAI GUARD



Master! They are here!

ODA



Kill her!
SAMURAI GUARD



Yes master!

Oda says nothing more, but stands up, picks up his samurai sword, and moves quickly.

Masaro can see down into a room where Li is being held.  She is starting to wake.  A samurai rushes into the room, unchains her and throws her to another samurai who is standing in the centre of the room.

Li wriggles in the guard’s strong hold to try and escape.

SAMURAI GUARD



Hold her!

The guard draws his sword ready to kill her.  Before he has a chance Masaro throws bombs from the ceiling into the room creating a smoke screen.  He then drops from the ceiling and attacks the samurai.  When the smoke clears Masaro can be seen with his sword draped around Li.  All samurai in the room are now lying dead. 

Li pulls away the ninja’s hood revealing Masaro.  She kisses him and grabs him tight.

MASARO



We have to go; now!

Li nods and grabs one of the dead samurai’s short swords.  The two begin their accent to the roof.

A Loud noise can be heard across the castle.
LI

What was that?

MASARO

Its Keiken.  He is creating a diversion for me on the other side of the castle.

LI

How many of you entered the castle?

MASARO

Just two.  Me and Keiken.
LI

Where are the others?

MASARO



They are waiting for us.

After sneaking around & killing a few more guards Masaro & Li finally reach the roof.

MASARO



This way, quickly!

LI

What about Keiken?

MASARO

He can take care of himself.  My orders are clear.  Only to escape with you, with any luck Keiken is no longer here.  

LI

Masaro wait!  There is something I must tell you!

MASARO

There is no time Li!  Quickly!

Masaro leads her to the escape route and places her on the wall.  Li looks down at the moat below the rope.

LI

Masaro!  Wait!  It’s too high, I can’t do it.  There must be another way…

Li climbs back off of the wall.

MASARO

Li.  Li!  Listen to me.  There is no other way.  This is our only exit and we must take it now!  You can do it.  I have not come this far to let you fall.  Trust me.

LI

Masaro.

They both look to the side at the end of the wall and see a giant of a samurai standing in full body armour with his leg on the wall.

MASARO

Oda!

LI

She panics.  Ok Masaro lets go.  Now!

Masaro lifts her and puts her on the wall edge.  He puts his hand on the wall to climb up after her but takes it back off.  He looks at his hand and it is soaking wet covered in some sort of liquid.

MASARO

No.

The samurai throws a light on the castle wall setting a blaze across to the other side which separates Masaro & Li.  Li screams and falls back.  She catches the rope on the way down and slides to safety.  

The samurai guard on a lower wall looks on in amazement, as it appears that the girl is flying from the roof.  

As Li nears the end the fire burns through the rope and she falls for the last part of her journey from the castle roof, landing just in front of the guard tower.

TENSHO
Li!

LI

Wait we must go back

TENSHO
We must go!

LI

No.  Wait!  You don’t understand.  He’s in trouble, we have to go back!

The ninjas do not listen to her and drag her to safety.

Masaro is rolling about on the floor trying to put the flames out in the rain.  He does so but is left hurt with smoke coming from him.  

A group of samurai pour out of the door and onto the roof but are told to stay where they are by Oda’s hand.

ODA

NINJA!

Masaro & Oda fight.  Oda wielding a double bladed staff and Masaro using a variety of different weapons.

The samurai finally overpowers Masaro and is about to kill him when Keiken jumps in and saves him.  

Keiken fights the samurai.  Masaro jumps in and it is two on one.  

Masaro jumps at the samurai but is back kicked out of the air and comes crashing to the ground.
Keiken attacks the samurai and cuts his staff through the middle.  The samurai is forced to draw his sword.

Masaro is left on the floor and watches the samurai cut keiken across the torso.  Keiken is left on the floor in a pool of blood.  

Masaro gets up and rushes to his aid.  The samurai allows him time to speak with him in a sign of honour.

MASARO

Keiken!  Keiken!  Come on get up we have to escape!

Masaro sees that Keiken is fatally wounded

KEIKEN

It’s ok Masaro.  It is my time.  Unfortunately for us all, destiny is force from which there is no escape.  It is not too late for you.  But you must go now.

MASARO

Master!  Wait!  I need you!

KEIKEN

You no longer need me Masaro.  You have yourself.  In the end there can only be one true master; it is the inner self that dwells behind the mask of the apprentice.
KEIKEN

You must go my ninja.  Go. Go…

Keiken dies in Masaro’s arms

MASARO

No.  Master.  Master!

Masaro lies next to Keiken exhausted and helplessly trying to wake him.

ODA

Do not fret about your friend.  You will see him again soon.  For your fate will be the same as his.
Masaro looks at the samurai.  He grabs Keiken’s sword and uses two blades as he attacks the samurai with an enormous ferocity as his sorrow turns into a burning rage.  
The ninja does well but can’t cut through the samurai’s armour and is finally beaten and put to his knees.
The samurai tears off Masaro’s mask throwing it to one side.
ODA

So this is the one who challenges my strength.  A mere boy?  And it would appear that you are not even Japanese!  Where are you from?  No?  Then perhaps you will give me the honour of you name before I take you head?

Masaro stays silent

ODA

Hmmp.  It matters not who you are or where you are from my young ninja.  It would appear that your fate has been sealed to my domain.

Again Masaro says nothing.

ODA  

This time there will be no one to come to your rescue.  Your soul will remain a prisoner in my fortress for all eternity.

The samurai twists his sword so that the blade now rests on Masaro’s throat.  Masaro pulls a sai from his belt, breaks the samurai sword, stabs him in the face and kicks the samurai to floor with a giant thud.
MASARO

My name is ninja.  You will fear me!

The samurai guards draw their weapons and run at Masaro.  Masaro turns, jumps over the fire and dives into the moat below.  

The drawbridge is lowered and nearly crushes Masaro as he rolls out of the moat and runs towards the woods to the left of the castle.  
A ninja pulls his sword from his scabbard and allows it to flash in the moonlight as a sign for Masaro to follow.

A dozen samurai come running from the castle and set chase for Masaro.  He runs through the woods following the light leaving a trail of blood and throwing dirks, stars and laying spikes which pierce straight through a samurai’s sandal leaving him in agony.  

Masaro cannot find the other ninjas.  He comes to a lake which he cannot cross, the samurai are close behind him and so he must wade through the water.  He is injured, cannot move fast enough and is captured.  

The samurai are about to kill him when the ninjas emerge from underneath the water and cut down the samurai.

LI

Masaro!

She jumps on him.
ROBATU
Where is Master Keiken?

Masaro shakes his head and slips into unconsciousness.
EXT.  Hill.  NINJA VILLAGE - NIGHT

Masaro wakes up inside the ninja village.  He tries to get up but winces in pain, he stands up the 2nd time.  Li is sitting on the brow of a hill looking at the moon.

LI

You’re awake.

Masaro looks over at the ninja master talking to Takorra.

MASARO

There talking about me aren’t they.

LI

It’s not your fault Masaro, No one blames you.

Masaro winces again in pain.

LI

Here.  Let me help you.

MASARO

I’m fine!

Masaro sits next to Li.

LI

I must tell you something Masaro.  I tried to tell you on the roof top.  It’s about the mission.  At the geisha house in Okazaki city.  The samurai already knew.  He knew who I was and why I was there.  I didn’t stand a chance!

MASARO

We had an informant Li; a spy within our own clan.

LI

Who?

MASARO

Ninpo.

LI

Ninpo? Where is he?

MASARO

He’s gone.  No one has seen him since Okazaki city.  But I promise you.  His treachery will not go unpunished.

LI



Masaro…

Masaro

And I will not rest until my master is avenged.

Li is a little shocked to hear the words of vengeance come from Masaro’s mouth.

LI

Please Masaro.  Try not to think about that right now.  Just be thankful we’re both still alive.

She puts her head on his shoulder and the two sit silently together on the hill watching the moon.

TAKORRA

Masaro is awake.  Do you wish to speak with him?

MASTER

No.  Leave him be for now.  Have you questioned the others?

TAKORRA

Yes master.

MASTER

What do they know?

TAKORRA

They know no more, nor no little than they need to know at this stage.  It would appear that the passage of time is taking its expected course.  

MASTER



Good.

TAKORRA

What now?

MASTER

The time for action will soon be forced upon us.  But for now we wait.  They must all first come to terms with losing the greatest ninja this clan has ever known.

EXT.  ROOFTOP.  ODA’S CASTLE - NIGHT

Oda is standing on the roof top looking over the castle wall.  The rain has finally put the blaze out and smoke is rising from the walls.

ODA

He escaped

Keiken is standing up behind the samurai removing his jacket.

KEIKEN

I told you he would.

ODA

But what took him so long?

Keiken removes a blood pack from his torso, revealing he is unhurt as the rain washes away the fake blood

KEIKEN

Perhaps he was toying with you.

ODA

It is done.  You are dead.  But Masaro is yet to realize his importance?

KEIKEN



He will.

ODA



But will he accept it?

KEIKEN



Only time will tell

Oda wipes the blood from his face
ODA



And where is the samurai sword?

KEIKEN

I have already told you, I don’t know of the sword’s location.  I can only assume that they have it now.
ODA

No matter.  They cannot stop us now.  You’ve trained him well.  Interestingly enough he is the first man to ever mark me in combat.

KEIKEN

Interesting.

The samurai turns to walk back into the castle as Keiken walks to the edge of the roof.
KEIKEN

I’ll see you soon my little ninja.

As a flash of lightning hits the castle, Keiken’s back is turned, another flash sees Keiken removed from sight.

FADE OUT:

THE END
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