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FADE IN:

INT. LYNWOOD HIGH SCHOOL, BOY'S BATHROOM - AFTERNOON

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I guess you can say it all started back in high school, when one my friends noticed a lot of foam in my urinal.

STEPHAN KNOWLES, 15, looks into the urinal then back at ROY DEEDS, 14.

STEPHAN KNOWLES

Damn Roy, is something wrong with you?

ROY DEEDS

No...Why do you ask that?

STEPHAN KNOWLES

Because you got a gang of foam in your piss.

ROY DEEDS

Oh man that ain't nothing but hormones.

STEPHAN KNOWLES

Ok...Man if you say so.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

But Stefan was right if I had listened to him and told my parents that day, things might have turned out a whole lot differently for me. But I insisted on doing things the hard way.

INT. MY HOUSE, DINING ROOM - NIGHT

FRANK DEEDS, 45 sits at the head of the table, along with his wife FRIEDA, 32, younger son, JEROME, 9 and ROY.

FRANK DEEDS

Roy you are now a young man, the time for playing games is over.

FRIEDA DEEDS 

Son, I think what your father is  trying to say is...

FRANK DEEDS

Woman?  Don't tell me what I was thinking...I know what I wanted to say.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Ok, Frank damn tell him then..

FRANK DEEDS

Your mother and I found a house in Cerritos.

ROY DEEDS

Cerritos?  But dad, mom, what about my friends I mean next year is my senior year of high school, can't we just wait until I graduate?

FRANK DEEDS

We understand that son, you'll just have to make some new friends.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Son, the real reason why we are doing this is because you have a real shot at going to college after high school. 

FRANK DEEDS

The recruiters don't think too highly of the school that you're at right now, so we have to make this change not only for you, but for your brothers too.

ROY DEEDS

But dad I don't even like Cerritos, can I just stay with Aunt Sophia until I graduate?

FRANK DEEDS

Boy what did I just say?

ROY DEEDS

 Yes..Sir.

FRANK DEEDS

Now eat your peas they're getting cold.

ROY'S  younger brother JEROME snickers at him, reaches under the table and pinches his brother on the leg.

JEROME DEEDS

Ouchhh!!  Stop Roy.

FRANK gives ROY a serious look.

FRIEDA DEEDS

What did we tell you two about playing at the table?

ROY lowers his head and finishes his dinner.

One month later...

EXT. CITY OF CERRITOS - ESTABLISHING SHOT 

EXT.  FRANK'S HOME, DRIVEWAY - MORNING

FRANK gets into his car, starts the engine, rolls down the driver's side window.

FRANK DEEDS

Roy get out here before you are late.

FRONT STEPS

ROY, 17 walks out of the front door with his backpack, his mood, somber.

FRANK DEEDS

Boy you better straighten that face up right now!

ROY sighs.

INT.  FRANK'S CAR

FRANK DEEDS

Son you might not like this right now but in the future you are going to thank me.

EXT. RICHARD GAHR HIGH SCHOOL, ESTABLISHING SHOT - MORNING

FRANK pulls up in front of the school, ROY gets out of the car on the passenger side. 

FRANK DEEDS

Roy remember what I said. This is for the best, now make dad proud.

ROY nods his head and walks onto the school grounds.

EXT. RICHARD GAHR HIGH SCHOOL, STUDENT LOCKERS - CONTINUOUS

Three kids approach ROY. One of them introduces himself.

STANLEY EASTON

You are the one's who moved into that house on the corner, hunh?

ROY DEEDS

Yeah...How do you know that?

STANLEY EASTON

Because I stay just around the corner from you. My name is Stanley.

STANLEY reaches out his hand, ROY looks at it and has a flashback.

FLASHBACK

INT.  FRANK'S CAR

FRANK DEEDS

Make dad proud.

BACK TO THIS REALITY

ROY reaches out and shakes STANLEY'S hand. 

STANLEY EASTON

These two guys behind me are Joseph.

JOSEPH GAINES

Sup?

STANLEY EASTON

And that's Larry.

LARRY KELLER

What's happening Roy?

ROY shakes LARRY'S hand.

LARRY KELO

So where are you from?

ROY DEEDS

Lynwood.

Everyone grows quiet.

JOSEPH GAINES

Lynwood?

ROY DEEDS

Yep. I went to Lynwood High.

STANLEY EASTON

I hate to tell you this but Lynwood high is a hated rival here.

JOSEPH GAINES

Yeah man, if people find out that you come from Lynwood it's gonna be all bad for you.

ROY DEEDS

Let's just hope that they don't...It was nice to meet ya'll.

The three boys watch as ROY walks away.

EXT. COURTYARD

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I felt these eyes watching me as I walked, some of the kids even snickered as I walked by..Then I realized that those guys who seemed so cool betrayed my trust. Now I really hated this place. 

INT.  HOME ECONOMICS CLASS, BACK ROW - AFTERNOON 

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

To add to the humiliation I had to take Home Economics, why? I don't know but what else could go wrong?  Word continued to spread like wildfire that a guy from Lynwood was attending the school, I couldn't make friends because everyone was either jealous of where I came from or hated me just because. 

EXT.  RICHARD GAHR HIGH SCHOOL, FRONT PARKING LOT - LATE AFTERNOON

FRIEDA DEEDS pulls up to the curb in her car, ROY approaches the passenger side and gets in. He stares straight ahead with an unhappy look upon his face.

FRIEDA'S CAR

FRIEDA DEEDS

So how did you like your first day of school.

ROY turns to face his mother and shakes his head.

ROY DEEDS

Mom it was the worse experience of my life....Why did we have to leave Lynwood anyway?

FRIEDA checks the traffic behind her, and drives away.

FRIEDA DEEDS

We are not going to have this discussion again...You will just have to suck it up, besides you graduate in June so make the best of it...Ok?

FRIEDA rubs the top of ROY'S head.

ROY DEEDS

Yeah.

EXT. RICHARD GAHR HIGH SCHOOL, FOOTBALL FIELD - EARLY EVENING

ROY marches onto the field in his cap and gown and joins the other graduating seniors.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Despite all of the bs, that I had to deal with in June of 1986 I graduated from Gahr High School, it was one of the happiest days of my life.

Show ROY throwing his graduation cap into the sky.

INT. COCOA'S RESTAURANT,  - NIGHT

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Later on that night, mom and dad wanted to throw me a party to celebrate my graduation and asked me to invite my friends..I declined and instead just wanted to enjoy a nice dinner.

 FRANK DEEDS 

Congratulations son, your mother and I are so proud of you, enjoy the summer because you deserve it. Soon we will have to talk about your future, either you go to college or get a job, I want an answer by next month?

ROY DEEDS

Yes sir..

ROY and his parents enjoy the rest of their meal.

INT. ROY'S PARENTS HOUSE, ROY'S BEDROOM - LATE NIGHT

ROY lies in his bed on his back, and stares at the ceiling.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Here I just graduated from high school and already I have to make a decision about my life, I wasn't ready for this...But I had to decide.

INT. KITCHEN, TABLE - MORNING

ROY walks into the kitchen where his mother and father are eating breakfast. FRANK looks at ROY.

FRANK DEEDS

Well time's up...Roy...What's it going to be?

ROY scratches his chin.

ROY DEEDS

I'm not ready to work just yet dad, I think college is what I want?

FRANK hesitates before he answers.

FRANK DEEDS

Are you sure?

ROY DEEDS

Yes, I'm sure.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Son if you are not ready, you can always take a part-time job and if you decide later on that you want to go to college then you have that option.

ROY DEEDS

I do want to work part-time but I want to go to college too.

FRANK DEEDS

Well if that is what you really want, your mother and I will need to talk about it and let you know what we decide, ok?

ROY DEEDS

Ok..Dad.

INT. ROY'S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

JEROME DEEDS walks into the room, ROY looks at his little brother.

JEROME DEEDS

Roy, want to go play basketball at the park?

ROY sighs 

ROY DEEDS

Maybe later, I've got to go to work soon.

JEROME DEEDS

Ok...

ROY DEEDS

Hey Jerome, I was just thinking... If I went away to college would you be alright.

JEROME pauses, not sure what to say next. 

JEROME DEEDS

Uhh...Yes, I guess so.

JEROME leaves the room with a confused look on his face. 

The Next Day...

INT. DINING ROOM - EVENING

FRANK DEEDS

So son you have something that you want to tell us?

JEROME looks at his role model ROY and wonders what he is going to say.

ROY DEEDS

Yes, I've decided to go to college.

FRIEDA DEEDS

That's great news son, your father and I thought that you might say that and we have been talking about it.

FRANK DEEDS 

To ensure that you get a quality education we have decided to send you out of state for your schooling.

ROY has look of shock on his face.

ROY DEEDS

But why?

FRANK DEEDS

For the same reason that we moved to Cerritos in the first place...Because your grades weren't the best I had to pull a few strings...There is a college up North willing to give you a shot, but you have to prove yourself first.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Yes, you will leave in two months but we want you to get checked out first just to make sure that everything is ok, so tomorrow we will go see Doctor Blake.

ROY DEEDS

Dr. Blake?

FRANK DEEDS

Yes.

EXT. SCRIPT CLINIC, DR. BLAKE'S OFFICE - MORNING

An African-American woman in her mid-50s dressed in a white Doctor's gown, listens to ROY'S heartbeat through a stethoscope. 

DR. SUSAN BLAKE

I detect a slight murmur but your heartrate is normal, listen I want to take a urine sample from you, take this cup and go into that room over there.

ROY takes the cup and enters a small room, just in the corner of DR. BLAKE'S office. Seconds later he emerges, holding a small cup containing a yellow fluid. He hands it to DR. BLAKE who tags the cup and hands it to an assistant standing nearby.

DR. SUSAN BLAKE

Get this to the lab.

The ASSISTANT leaves with the cup. 

DR. SUSAN BLAKE

We should have the results back in a few days. I think we are done here, you can go.

EXT. SCRIPT HOSPITAL, PARKING LOT - AN HOUR LATER

ROY leaves the office, gets into his car and drives away.

Two days later...

INT. FRANK'S HOUSE, KITCHEN - MORNING 

The phone rings, FRANK reaches over and answers it.

FRANK DEEDS

Deeds residence.

INTERCUT TO:

DR. BLAKE'S OFFICE

DR. SUSAN BLAKE

Mr. Deeds, this is Dr. Blake.

INTERCUT TO:

FRANK'S KITCHEN

FRANK DEEDS

Yes, yes, yes..How are you doctor?

INTERCUT TO:

DR. BLAKE'S OFFICE

DR. SUSAN BLAKE

I'm ok, thanks for asking...I'm calling because we just got the lab results from your son's urine sample.... His creatinine count was highly irregular.  I would highly recommend that he have a kidney biopsy.

There is an awkward silence.

DR. SUSAN BLAKE

Mr. Deeds are you there?

INTERCUT TO:

FRANK'S KITCHEN

FRANK DEEDS

Doctor Blake I respect your opinion but let me talk it over with my wife first, we will call you back later on this week.

FRANK hangs up the phone,

FRANK DEEDS

Frieda!

FRIEDA comes running down the stairs.

FRIEDA DEEDS

What is it Frank?  I was just getting ready to jump in the shower.

FRANK DEEDS

I just spoke with Dr. Blake, she seems to think that Roy needs to have a kidney biopsy done.

FRIEDA DEEDS

A kidney biopsy?

ROY listens to the conversation from his upstairs bedroom.

FRANK DEEDS 

Yeah...She said that his creatinine levels are irregular...Shit...There's nothing the matter with that boy.  She doesn't know what she's talking about.   

FRIEDA DEEDS

Now wait a minute baby, don't say that, obviously she has to have a good reason to want this procedure done.

FRANK DEEDS

Yeah to get my money. I'm not buying it baby our son is fit as a horse.

FRIEDA and FRANK argue back and forth.

ROY'S BEDROOM

ROY closes his door plops down on his bed and watches television.

Five years later....

ROY, 25 graduates from college, he moves back to Los Angeles.  

EXT. DOWNEY, CA - ESTABLISHING SHOT

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Life has it's ups and downs but I continue to work through them. A lot has changed,  in my absence, my brother Jerome joined a gang, last I heard he ended up in the military. The job market was terrible all I could get were temporary jobs even with a college degree, I needed to make a change.

EXT. ARMED FORCES RECRUITING STATION - ESTABLISHING SHOT

INT. ARMED FORCES RECRUITING STATION, NAVY BRANCH - AFTERNOON.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

After a week of driving by this place, I finally got the guts to go inside.

Two men in their mid-thirties wearing buzz-cuts sat down across from me. The first guy reached out to shake my hand and introduce himself.

SHAUN WOJO

Hello my name is Shaun Wojo, first officer, been with the Navy for 20 years and wouldn't change a thing, no not a thing...Thanks for stopping by to talk to us.

The second man begins to speak.

JONATHAN WEEKS

We know that you have a million questions and we'll be glad to answer them all, but first why do you really want to join the Navy?

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I had to give this answer some thought, didn't want to say anything stupid. 

ROY DEEDS (CONT'D)

I want to serve my country and see the world at the same time. 

The two men look at ROY and nod their heads.

JONATHAN WEEKS

Um Hum, Um hum I think that we can help you with that.

SHAUN WOJO

How about this as a perk you make three thousand dollars a month. And...Do you have a college degree?

ROY nods his head.

SHAUN WOJO

Oh man that is even better, you get a bonus for that...All you have to do is pass the physical and you're in.

The men sign ROY up for the Navy and schedule him to take a physical in two weeks. ROY leaves the office with a grin across his face.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Wait until I break the news to mom and dad, is what I was thinking, but it turns out this was the best move that I could have ever made.

INT. FRANK'S HOUSE, LIVING ROOM - LATE AFTERNOON 

The phone rings, FRANK answers it.

FRANK DEEDS

Deeds residence...Hey how are you son?...You what?...When?...A physical?....What time?....Ok...Talk to you soon...Bye.

FRANK hangs up the phone and calls out to FRIEDA sitting in the next room.

FRANK DEEDS

Baby you are not going to believe this, that boy of ours is about to join the Navy.

FRIEDA DEEDS

What? Roy? Well I guess if that is what he wants to do then we need to support him.

FRANK DEEDS

I'm just wondering what drove him to make that decision?

Two weeks later....

EXT.  INSAN HOTEL, ROOM 322 - NIGHT

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

After checking in I took my luggage upstairs, found my room number, unlocked the door and walked inside.  Sitting on the opposite bed was my roommate, he looked me over for a moment then introduced himself.

EDUARDO RODRIQUEZ

What's up? I'm Eduardo...Army.

ROY DEEDS

Roy..Navy.

EDUARDO RODRIQUEZ

Cool..We're all on the same side..I am nervous, how about you?

ROY DEEDS

Me too...Why do you want to join the Army?

EDUARDO RODRIQUEZ

To serve my country...And to get those benefits A.

ROY pauses without saying anything else.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

My gut is telling me that Eduardo is not revealing the real reason that he wants to join the military, but that really isn't any of my business so we keep up the charades.

EDUARDO RODRIQUEZ

Anyway...I heard that at MEPS, moles have been planted to look like everyday recruits. They want to root out the weak ones...Only the strong will survive A. It's best to keep your mouth shut, know what I mean?

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I listen to what he is saying and remember it, just in case I need it. After that the conversation is over, I get ready for bed...Five minutes later...Lights out.

EXT.  MILITARY ENTRANCE PROCESSING STATION - ESTABLISHING SHOT

INT.  MILITARY ENTRANCE PROCESSING STATION - EARLY MORNING

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Up bright and early, I get dressed walk downstairs and see hundreds of recruits, some are standing in line plates in hand for the early morning breakfast, some stand and talk with those that they feel comfortable with. I say nothing pick up a plate and stand in line for breakfast.

CAFETERIA

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Breakfast was good, ten minutes after my last bite, everyone is escorted to the orientation and from there the testing begins.

URINE TESTING STATION

Four stalls with urinals, no doors and four guards.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I am given a cup and told by the station officer to give a urine sample, so I stand there and pee in this cup, I hand the cup to the officer and continue on with my test.

A few moments later. ROY sits on a bench outside of the testing station waiting for his results. 

STATION OFFICER

Mr. Deeds the results of your urine sample came back and the numbers don't look right, we need another sample.

ROY walks back into the stall and provides the officer with another urine sample.  ROY stands around for five minutes until the results come back.  Three men dressed in white robes approach ROY.  

MILITARY DOCTOR

Mr. Deeds the second sample that you provided shows an even higher number than the last one..You will need to go see a doctor right away....I am afraid that we have no choice but to ban you for life from the military....I am sorry.

ROY stands there in shock as the two men walk away. He gets his belongings together and leaves the building.

EXT. MEPS, PARKING LOT - LATE AFTERNOON

ROY walks to his car, gets inside and drives away.

EXT. DOWNEY APARTMENTS - ESTABLISHING SHOT

INT. ROY'S APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - TWENTY MINUTES LATER

ROY picks up the telephone.

INT. FRANK'S HOUSE, STUDY - CONTINUOUS

The phone rings, FRANK answers the phone.

FRANK DEEDS

Deed's residence..

INTERCUT TO:

ROY'S LIVING ROOM

ROY DEEDS

Hey dad.

INTERCUT TO:

STUDY

FRANK DEEDS

Hey son..What's up? When will you ship out bootcamp?

INTERCUT TO: 

LIVING ROOM

ROY grows silent, and says nothing.  

STUDY

FRANK DEEDS

Son are you ok?

INTERCUT TO:

LIVING ROOM

ROY DEEDS

I don't think so.

INTERCUT TO:

STUDY

FRANK DEEDS

What does that mean? Roy tell me what happened, stop beating around the bush.

INTERCUT TO:

LIVING ROOM

ROY DEEDS

I didn't pass my urine test, the doctors said there is something wrong with my kidneys...I have to go see a doctor.

FRANK goes silent.

ROY DEEDS

Dad?

INTERCUT TO:

STUDY

FRANK DEEDS

 Yeah, I am here son, look when do you have to see the doctor?

INTERCUT TO:

LIVING ROOM

ROY DEEDS

Tomorrow morning.

INTERCUT TO:

STUDY

FRANK DEEDS

Ok, your mother and I will take you down there. Now get some rest.

FRANK hangs up the phone.

The Next Morning...

EXT. CERRITOS CLINIC - ESTABLISHING SHOT

FRANK, ROY, and FRIEDA get out of the car. FRIEDA holds and squeezes ROY'S hand while giving him a look of support. They walk inside of the building.

INT. CERRITOS CLINIC, RECEPTIONIST AREA - MORNING

ROY, FRIEDA, and FRANK approach the counter.

RECEPTIONIST

Yes may I help you?

FRIEDA DEEDS

Yes, my son has an appointment to see Doctor Shapiro.

RECEPTIONIST

Ok, what is the name?

FRIEDA DEEDS

Roy Deeds.

The RECEPTIONIST opens up the reservation log, and finds ROY DEEDS.

RECEPTIONIST

Ok, here he is, just walk to the back and proceed through the left door.

INT. NEPHROLOGY DEPARTMENT, WAITING ROOM - CONTINUOUS 

There are a few people sitting around watching television, a reception desk where two women look through paperwork, a nurse stands in the doorway.

NURSE

Stephanie Bilburger?

An older lady gets up and follows the NURSE.  FRIEDA, ROY, and FRANK arrive, sit and wait. A NURSE opens the door.

NURSE

Roy Deeds?

ROY, FRIEDA and FRANK get up.

 FRIEDA DEEDS

If it's ok we would like to accompany our son.

NURSE

Sure, that is no problem.

INT. DR. SHAPIRO'S OFFICE

The nurse leads them to an empty room.

NURSE

The doctor will be right with you.

The nurse leaves the room and closes the door.

FRIEDA DEEDS

How do you feel son?

ROY DEEDS

I feel fine mom.

There is a knock at the door, a man wearing a white robe, glasses with grey hair in his late 60s walks into the room with a smile on his face.

DR. GEORGE SHAPIRO

Hello I am Doctor Shapiro. Where is Roy Deeds?

ROY points to himself. DOCTOR SHAPIRO reaches out to shake his hand, then walks to the table on the other side of the room, opens a folder and looks over the contents.

DR. GEORGE SHAPIRO

Hmmm..It says here that your creatinine levels are at 4.0 that is bad.

FRANK DEEDS

What does that mean doctor?

DR. GEORGE SHAPIRO

Well you see the normal level of creatinine that our body produces is at 0.1-0.2 that is considered normal, but in your son's case his numbers are triple that amount which is cause for concern, we could be looking at a serious kidney disorder but we won't know more until we run a serious of tests.

FRIEDA DEEDS

What sort of tests?

DR. GEORGE SHAPIRO

In order to determine if the problem lies with Roy's kidneys we need to perform a biopsy, a procedure where we take a sample of tissue from the kidney and analyze it to discover what may be causing his numbers to be so high.

One week later....

EXT. MERCY HOSPITAL, OUTPATIENT FACILITY, MORNING

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I enter the hospital along with my mother.  The nursing staff have me to take off everything except my underwear and change into a flowered gown. 

The room has two patients' tables and an ultrasound machine.  On a steel table is a four-inch long needle, some antiseptic, plastic bags with labels, gauze and gloves.

FRIEDA stands by ROY'S side as he lay on the table on his stomach.

FRIEDA DEEDS

ROY everything's going to be ok, just relax and this will be over quickly.

ROY tries to relax, but feels nervous, three doctors including DOCTOR SHAPIRO enter the room, FRIEDA walks out into the waiting room.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Now Roy I just want you to relax, ok?

The Ultrasound technician raises up the gown exposing ROY'S back, he applies some clear gel over the lower part of ROY'S back, presses the ultrasound wand firmly against ROY'S back, a picture of both kidneys shows up on the screen.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

It looks like one kidney is smaller than the other, let's take a tissue sample from that one. 

DOCTOR SHAPIRO applies some brown antiseptic to the left side of ROY'S lower back, then injects anesthesia into the area, he puts down the needle and steadies the image of ROY"S kidney on the Ultrasound machine.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Now hold steady son, you are going to feel some pressure, then a little pinch. Whatever you do, don't move.

ROY turns to look as DOCTOR SHAPIRO picks up the three- inch needle.  The doctor positions the needle over his lower back, ROY turns toward the ultrasound machine.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Ready? On the count of three....One....Two....Three.

ROY feels a little pressure as the needle penetrates his skin, the doctor pushes the needle deeper, the pressure gets more intense, ROY grabs the sheets and clinches his fist, the needle goes deeper, then stops.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

We missed it...Let's try it again.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO pulls out the needle moves it about a quarter of an inch and inserts it, ROY feels the pressure and clinches his fist, DOCTOR SHAPIRO moves the needle around causing ROY to sweat, the Doctor stops and removes the needle.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Why do we keep missing the mark?

DOCTOR GENE

Because we have such a small margin of error, you have to nail it the first time.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Ok, let's get it right this time.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO steadies his hand over ROY'S sweat- drenched body, inserts the needle and pushes towards the kidney, ROY clinches and grits his teeth as the needle finds its mark, ROY feels a pinching sensation that sends shockwaves throughout his body. 

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Got it!

DOCTOR SHAPIRO removes the needle.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

We got a sample. 

DOCTOR SHAPIRO'S assistant opens a little plastic jar, the doctor releases the pinchers on the needle and a piece of ROY'S kidney is sealed in the jar.

DOCTOR GENE

It's not enough we need a bigger sample.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Roy hang in there we are almost done.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO inserts the needle, ROY feels two pinching sensations, the doctor pulls out the needle.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

This should be enough.

The Doctor's assistant places more antiseptic over ROY'S back, applies gauze, presses firmly and holds the guaze there for two minutes.

ASSISTANT

Looks like the bleeding has stopped.

The assistant applies a bandage to the wound, pats ROY on the back and leaves the room.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

We will be in contact with you in a few days with the results.

The doctors leave the room. ROY lies there on the table soaked in sweat.  FRIEDA walks into the room, sees ROY lying there.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Roy why are you sweating?

ROY DEEDS

Because I am in pain mom, it hurt.

FRIEDA DEEDS

No I think you were nervous, anyway let's go.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

As I sat up I felt intense pain shoot down my back. I struggled to stand, my mother helped me to get on my feet. A nurse decided to get me a wheelchair, I was wheeled to the front of the hospital.

EXT.  MERCY HOSPITAL, FRONT ENTRANCE - AFTERNOON

FRIEDA walks away to get her car while ROY waits with the Nurse.  Minutes later FRIEDA pulls up in her car, opens the passenger door, the NURSE wheels ROY toward the car and helps him inside, FRIEDA drives off.

INT. FRANK'S HOME, DINING ROOM - EARLY EVENING  

ROY lies on the couch unable to move, FRIEDA and FRANK go upstairs.

STUDY  

FRANK DEEDS

Well?  What did the doctor say?

FRIEDA DEEDS

They will have the results in two days. 

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

One week later, I recover from my ordeal, the news that follows sends shockwaves through my family and more importantly changes my life.

INT.  LIVING ROOM - MORNING

The phone rings, ROY wakes up, walks into the living room and answers it.

ROY DEEDS

Hello?

DOCTOR SHAPIRO (O.S.)

May I speak to Mr. Roy Deeds?

ROY DEEDS

This is he.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO (O.S.)

Yes Mr. Deeds we have the latest results from your biopsy, but we need you to come by the clinic this afternoon.

ROY DEEDS

Ok, I will be there.

ROY hangs up the phone, picks up the receiver and dials a number.

INT.  FRANK'S HOUSE, STUDY - FIVE MINUTES LATER

The phone rings, FRIEDA answers the phone.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Yes?

 INTERCUT TO:

ROY'S LIVING ROOM

ROY DEEDS

Mom?

INTERCUT TO:

STUDY

FRIEDA DEEDS

Roy? What's going on?

INTERCUT TO: 

LIVING ROOM

ROY DEEDS

I just spoke to the doctor, he got the test results, wants me to come down to the office today.

STUDY

FRIEDA DEEDS

Come by here and we will go together.

FRIEDA hangs up the phone.

EXT. MERCY HOSPITAL, DOCTOR SHAPIRO'S OFFICE - LATE AFTERNOON

ROY sits on an examination table, FRIEDA sits in a chair adjacent from him, DOCTOR SHAPIRO walks into the room, shakes ROY'S hand, says hello to FRIEDA.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Now then your test results were not good, I saw in your charts that you wanted to join the Navy?

ROY DEEDS

Yes, I was hoping to get clearance so that I could be at bootcamp in a few months.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO shakes his head.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but forget about the Navy, you have a much more serious problem to deal with.

ROY'S smile turns to a frown.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Your results show that you have Focular Glomular Schlerosis. It is an inflammation of the kidneys that will eventually lead to kidney failure.

ROY looks shocked.

FRIEDA DEEDS

How could something like that happen? 

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Well there are many causes.  Roy do you do drugs, or drink excessively?

ROY DEEDS

No.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO

Then the cause could be hereditary. For some reason your immune system is attacking your kidney.. Look I am going to put you on some medication, they contain steroids, this will help your body to fight this disease and hopefully stop your anti- bodies from attacking your kidney.  Come back and see me next week.

DOCTOR SHAPIRO shakes ROY'S hand and walks away.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

So I start taking the medication, the doctor gave to me, my entire body swells up like a balloon, I have pimples all over my body, months pass by, and I am feeling worse, not better.

INT. FRANK'S HOUSE, KITCHEN - AFTERNOON  

FRIEDA sits across from ROY, she has a look of concern on her face, but tries to hide it.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Roy the medication is changing you and still the doctor says that you are not getting any better. I think that we need a second opinion.

ROY DEEDS

Ok mom I will make an appointment to see another doctor today. 

FRIEDA pauses for a second.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Why don't you do it now so that you won't forget?

ROY picks up a phone book, finds a number and calls it.

ROY DEEDS

Yes, I'd like to make an appointment to see Doctor Hideo?...No...It's my first time...I will have the hospital to forward my information...Tomorrow morning? Ok.

ROY hangs up the phone, looks at his mother and nods.

EXT. OUR LADY OF ANGELS HOSPITAL - ESTABLISHING SHOT

ROY sits in DOCTOR HIDEO'S office. 

DOCTOR HIDEO

ROY after looking over your charts I am appalled that DOCTOR SHAPIRO would place you on steriods to counter kidney disease, look we want to keep you off kidney dialysis as long as possible.

ROY DEEDS

Kidney dialysis?

DOCTOR HIDEO

Yes, without a kidney transplant your kidneys will eventually fail. Kidney dialysis is a machine that cleans your blood it does the job that a healthy kidney would do naturally.

ROY DEEDS

Doctor what about the steroids?

DOCTOR HIDEO

I fully believe that is the cause of your rapid kidney decline. Your kidneys are functioning at 20%, once they reach 10, dialysis is imminent....Start taking these meds that I will assign you, one will regulate your blood pressure and cholesterol levels, restrict your diet, no salt, or fatty foods.

The Next Day...

INT. FRANK'S HOUSE, ROY'S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

FRANK and FRIEDA prepare to take a trip to Las Vegas, they walk into Roy's bedroom to say goodbye and see him lying on the bed holding his head.

FRANK DEEDS

Son what is wrong?

ROY DEEDS

Dad my head is killing me.

FRANK picks up the phone on ROY'S desk and calls DR. HIDEO.

INT.  DOCTOR HIDEO'S OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

DOCTOR HIDEO

Yes I was afraid of that, dialysis is the only option now. We need to schedule surgery for him on Monday..I will give you all of the details on Sunday evening.

DOCTOR HIDEO hangs up the phone.  

INT. FRANK AND FRIEDA'S BEDROOM - TWO MINUTES LATER

FRIEDA DEEDS

Honey what did the doctor say?

FRANK DEEDS

He says that Roy must begin kidney dialysis immediately.

FRANK walks into ROY'S ROOM.

ROY'S BEDROOM

FRANK DEEDS

Roy here is our phone number and where we will be staying if you need us...On Monday we will take you down to the hospital.  The doctor says that you must report for surgery...Do you understand?

FRIEDA kisses ROY on the forehead, she and FRANK leave.

On Monday...

EXT. OUR LADY OF ANGELS, OUTPATIENT CLINIC - MORNING 

The room contains a few patients dressed in gowns lying in bed, nurses walk around the room tending to those coming from and going into surgery. ROY, wearing a gown lies in bed, FRIEDA and FRANK sit on either side of him. Their expressions solemn. DOCTOR HIDEO walks into the room and approaches ROY.

DOCTOR HIDEO

ROY?  Today the doctors are going to insert a fistula graft into your right arm, when it heals the dialysis nurses will use it to connect you to a dialysis machine...In the meanwhile you will be fitted with a temporary catheter.

FRIEDA DEEDS

Can he go home today?

DOCTOR HIDEO

Definitely, the entire procedure will take about two hours we will allow him to sleep off the anesthesia, then we will release him into your care...Now Roy you will feel real groggy after the surgery, that is normal.

DOCTOR HIDEO touches ROY on the shoulder and walks away. Minutes later, a guy wearing blue scrubs pushing a gurney enters the room and stops near ROY'S bed.

TRANSPORTER

Are you ready Mr. Deeds?

ROY looks at both of his parents and nods his head, he gets up, lies down on the gurney. The TRANSPORTER wheels ROY away.

INT. OUTPATIENT FACILITY, SURGERY ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

ROY sees two double doors, the TRANSPORTER opens them and wheels ROY inside, the room is cold like a refrigerator, ROY begins to shiver, one of the nurses lowers the top part of ROY'S gown down to his stomach, another nurse extends ROY'S hands outward and ties them down on the table, another nurse puts a warm blanket over ROY's chest. The main surgeon walks into the room.

DOCTOR REDDING

Hello Roy, did Doctor Hideo tell you everything that is about to happen today? 

ROY DEEDS

Yes he did.

DOCTOR REDDING

Ok..Good then relax we are going to prep you for surgery.

DOCTOR REDDING applies brown antiseptic to ROY'S right arm. The ANESTHESIOLOGIST picks up a face mask and places it over ROY's mouth and nose.

ANESTHESIOLOGIST

Mr. Deeds take deep breaths.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I could feel myself passing into unconsciousness, the doctors and assistants were talking amongst themselves, but all I could hear were the beeping sounds coming from the electrocardiogram machine. 

INT.  RECOVERY ROOM - EVENING

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I woke up disoriented and confused, I look down at my lower right arm and see it is heavily bandaged, there is a tube coming out of my right breast. My parents are sitting by my bedside.

 FRANK DEEDS

How do you feel son?

ROY DEEDS

I feel strange dad, like something is different.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I touch the side of my neck and feel a lump there.

FRIEDA DEEDS

I think that is where the catheter is anchored.

The Next Day..

EXT.  LAKESIDE DIALYSIS CENTER - ESTABLISHING SHOT

INT. DIALYSIS CENTER - MORNING

ROY arrives at the dialysis center, he sees seven patients sitting around a room, on the far end is the reception area, ROY approaches.

RECEPTIONIST

May I help you?

ROY DEEDS

I have an appointment today...Roy Deeds.

RECEPTIONIST

Ah yes, have a seat, the staff will call you in when they are ready for you.

ROY sits down and waits, a brown door opens and two male staff members emerge.

 DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Roy Deeds?

ROY gets up and follows the technician inside.

INT.  DIALYSIS CENTER

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I see chairs with these machines next to them, and hear this awful chugging sound, blood flows through them and back into the patients sitting next to them, the people look weak and tired.  One of the technicians leads me to an empty chair, I sit down and prepare for what is to come.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

We need to weigh you before you start your session.

ROY DEEDS

How long are the sessions?

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

For you it will be four hours.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN punches a few buttons on a digital scale.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Ok, step on the scale.

ROY steps on the scale.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

You weigh 76.4 kilos, that is your ideal weight if you go way over that we will need to increase the intensity of your dialysis sessions.

ROY DEEDS

I understand.

ROY follows the DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN back to his seat and sits, the DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN turns on a machine seated next to ROY, winds a long tube around it, takes the tip of ROY'S plastic catheter, removes the cap, wipes it down with an alcohol wipe, attaches it to a connector on the machine.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Mr. Reed you are going to feel a pulling sensation, that is just suction from the machine. Your blood will flow into the machine where it will be cleansed with a chemical removing all of the impurities and then returned back into your body. Here is a tv if you want to watch it or just sleep until the process is done than do so, if you need anything just push this button next to your seat.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN walks away. ROY sits back and looks at the machine as his blood flows into it.

Three hours later...

An alarm sounds on the machine. One of the DIALYSIS TECHNICIANS approaches. 

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

It looks like you are done.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN closes off the catheter, unscrews it from the machine and places a new cap on the catheter.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Ok Mr. Deeds you can go, will someone be picking you up this evening?

ROY DEEDS

No I will drive myself home.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN looks puzzled.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Are you sure about that?

ROY DEEDS

Yes, I will be fine.

ROY stands on his feet, the technicians hold him on both sides and help ROY to take his first steps, then they step back.  ROY wobbles a little but regains his balance.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

The chemicals used to clean my blood had my head spinning, I was so out of it but I put on a front to show that I was ok, I just needed to make it to my car.

EXT .DIALYSIS CENTER, FRONT OF THE BUILDING - NIGHT 

ROY leans against the side of the building and takes a deep breath, then begins to walk.

INT. DIALYSIS CENTER, PARKING LOT - FIVE MINUTES LATER 

ROY finds his car, reaches into his pocket, removes his car keys, opens the door, gets inside, and pauses, he shakes his head to clear out the cobwebs, starts the car and drives off.

INT. FRANK'S HOUSE, DRIVEWAY - TWENTY MINUTES LATER

ROY gets out of the car, stumbles a little, walks up the steps and opens the front door.

LIVING ROOM

FRIEDA stands in the doorway leading to the kitchen She stares at ROY with a look of concern.

FRIEDA DEEDS

ROY your eyes appear sunk in. How do you feel?

ROY shakes his head.

ROY DEEDS

(raspy voice)

Tired...So very tired.

ROY grabs a hold of the railing and walks upstairs to his bedroom takes off his clothes, lies down and falls asleep. FRIEDA and FRANK stand at the foot of the stairs and look at the closed door to ROY'S bedroom, then look at one another and shake their heads.

One month later....

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

After a few visits to the doctor's office they decided that the fistula graft in my right arm had healed sufficiently and could be used for dialysis from now on.

INT. DIALYSIS CENTER - LATE AFTERNOON

One of the DIALYSIS TECHNICIANS wheels a small stainless steel table to ROY'S station.  ROY sees two needles the size of large nails, and a small syringe.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Today we are going to be using your fistula graft, one needle will be used to extract your blood, the other will return it, they will be attached to the Dialysis machine. Since this is your first time you might want anesthesia.

ROY DEEDS

Yes.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN prepares the machine for Dialysis.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN cut away the bandaid. As I looked down at my right arm, the doctors had implanted a plastic piece just below my wrist that caused my vein to expand to three times it's normal size, it looked like a snake underneath my skin. I was in shock when I first saw it.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN picks up the small syringe and injects it into the lower part of ROY'S vein, ROY flinches.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Stings hunh?

ROY DEEDS

Yes.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

I need to inject you once more.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN injects the anesthesia into the upper part of ROY'S arm.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

My right arm felt numb which was good. The technician picks up the nail-sized needles and attaches them to the dialysis machine. 

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Ok here we go.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

The Dialysis Technician inserts the first needle into my lower arm. I hear a popping sound as it penetrates the skin. Then he inserts the second needle just above the first one and tapes them down.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Now you can't use this arm until your session is over or else you will infiltrate yourself.

ROY DEEDS

What does that mean?

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

It means that the needles will puncture your veins and cause internal bleeding, believe me you don't want that to happen... Today because you retained more water than usual we will need to remove a little more water from your body.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN leaves.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

After a few minutes the anesthesia starts to wear off and I feel this intense pain shoot up and down my right arm, but I can't move the arm. This is one of the worse feelings that I have ever experienced and I have to sit here for four hours and endure this...I turn on the television attached overhead and watch the Lakers play.  Pain has a way of quickly tiring the body out, so after an hour my body just shut down and I fall asleep.

The DIALYSIS alarm goes off. ROY wakes up.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

This time I feel worse, when the technicians pull out the needles, it hurts.  They place two gauze pads over the wounds and I have to hold them for five minutes to stop the bleeding. 

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

How are you feeling.

ROY DEEDS

Woozy, very dizzy.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

That is normal, hemodialysis is very intense...More intense than dialysis through your temporary catheter, just sit here for a few minutes.

ROY sits, the DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN checks the gauze, sees the bleeding has stopped, wraps the wounds up in bandages. ROY stands up but falls back. 

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Just rest for a little while.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN walks away.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

I feel so disoriented but, I fight it, it's so hard but I can't quit...I rise to my feet and take a few steps, can't walk as fast as I want so I move slowly across the room until I get to the exit.

EXT. LAKESIDE DIALYSIS CENTER, FRONT OF THE BUILDING - NIGHT

ROY walks slowly to his car, gets inside and throws his head back for a minute. He starts the car and drives off.

EXT. FRANK'S HOUSE, DRIVEWAY - TWENTY MINUTES LATER

ROY opens the door and walks into the house.

LIVING ROOM

ROY'S eyes appear glazed over, he is shaking, FRIEDA and FRANK walk into the living room and look at ROY. FRANK shakes his head.

FRANK DEEDS

He doesn't look good at all.

FRIEDA DEEDS

How do you feel son?

ROY DEEDS

I feel very weak.

FRANK DEEDS

We fixed dinner are you hungry?

ROY DEEDS

No...I am just going to go upstairs and go to bed.

ROY walks up the stairs into his room, takes off his sweats and climbs into bed.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

The next day, I felt ok and had lots of energy, but the day after I had to go to dialysis again and this time something went horribly wrong.

DIALYSIS CENTER

ROY is standing on a scale.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Looks like you gained a few extra pounds we will have to take off the weight during dialysis.

ROY sits down in the chair, the DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN sticks the needles in his arms and preps the machine.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN was new and didn't know anything about my requirements so he set the machine to take off 6 kilos which was way too much for my body to handle.

The DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN turns on the machine. ROY sits and watches television and falls asleep.

Three hours later...

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

When I awake I feel the muscles in my legs and arms twitch and that is when I knew that something bad was about to happen. The worse thing that can happen to any dialysis patient are cramps they are intense and cause excruciating pain. I started to stretch out my left arm when it locked up, followed by my right arm, when I tried to stretch them both, my legs locked up.  My entire body was cramping at the same time.

ROY leaps out of his seat causing the needles in his arms to bend inwards and pop out, he yells in pain.  The DIALYSIS TECHNICIANS run over to his station.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Mr. Deeds what's wrong!

ROY can't talk but points to the machine.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

What the! Someone set the kilo count too high it removed all of the water from his body.

The inside of ROY'S right arm is swelling with blood, the staff work to close the wound, they put pressure and ice on it.  Another staff member pushes one of the needles back into ROY'S arm preps a saline pack and pumps it into ROY'S system.  Two other staff members massage ROY'S legs and arms. 

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

Better?

ROY DEEDS

(panting)

Yes, the cramps are going away. 

ROY sits in the chair while the staff work on the two golf ball-sized blood clots on his lower right arm.

DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN

We are so sorry Mr. Deeds you must rest until all of the saline is back in your body. Then you can go.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

As the dialysis treatments went on my body continued to grow weaker, but I continued to fight.

INT. LAKEWOOD EMERGENCY ROOM - DAY

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

On more than one occasion I was rushed to the hospital..You see kidney disease effects every part of the body. One minute I felt fine the next I was throwing up uncontrollably or blacking out or getting infections.  One infection was so severe that I was in the hospital for a week, the doctors didn't expect me to survive and that is when he stepped into the picture.

INT. OUR LADY OF ANGELS HOSPITAL, TESTING AREA - MORNING

DOCTOR SORENSON

Jerome the test reveal that you are a perfect match for your brother. If you want to proceed with this we can schedule the surgery next week.

JEROME DEEDS

Yes, I have to do this my mother wasn't a match and my dad is too old to go through the surgery so I am the one who has to do this for my brother.

DOCTOR SORENSON

You are an incredible person to do this for him, he must be so happy.

JEROME DEEDS

Yes.

DOCTOR SORENSON

Ok we have a few more tests to run then you can go. Go ahead and lie down on the table here. Now I am going to inject some dye into your big toe so that we can see an outline of your kidney whatever you do don't move.

DOCTOR SORENSON picks up the needle and injects the dye into Jerome's body, he flinchs but holds perfectly still, the x-ray takes pictures of his kidneys.

DOCTOR SORENSON

Good you can get dressed, you are free to go.

FRIEDA and JEROME leave the hospital.

INT.  FRANK'S HOUSE, KITCHEN - MORNING

The phone rings FRANKS answers it.

FRANK DEEDS

Deeds residence.

INTERCUT TO:

DOCTOR SORENSON'S OFFICE

DOCTOR SORENSON

Mr. Deeds? Doctor Sorenson here at Our Lady of Angels...I just wanted to let you know that your son is a perfect match...We have scheduled their surgeries for next Thursday.  Have Jerome and Roy here at the hospital at 5am so that we can get them ready. The entire procedure will take six hours so make sure that they get plenty of rest.

INTERCUT TO:

KITCHEN

FRANK DEEDS

Ok will do.

FRANK hangs up the phone.

Next Thursday...

EXT. FRANK'S DRIVEWAY - 4:00AM

ROY, JEROME, FRANK and FRIEDA get into the car and drive off. 

INT. OUR LADY OF ANGELS HOSPITAL, RECEPTION AREA - 4:40AM 

FRIEDA, JEROME and ROY sit, FRANK approaches the RECEPTIONIST area and signs in.  

RECEPTIONIST

Mr. Deeds you can take the boys downstairs to the 3rd floor, they will be admitted there.

3RD FLOOR

They see a long hallway lined with rooms, in front of them sits the RECEPTIONIST area.

NURSE

Can I help you?

FRANK DEEDS

Yes Roy and Jerome Deeds need to check in.

NURSE

Let me see...Roy and Jerome oh here they are ok, Roy you're in room 320 and Jerome you go to room 380.

FRIEDA, FRANK and JEROME walk to room 380.  ROY walks to room 320.

ROOM 380

A Nurse walks into the room and gives JEROME a gown.

NURSE

Here you are, take off your clothes and put this on, the doctor will be here shortly.

ROOM 320

ROY puts on his gown and gets into bed. Minutes later a nurse enters the room and injects an IV into ROY'S left hand.

NURSE

We just got word that your brother is preparing to go into surgery.

ROOM 380

A male nurse wearing blue scrubs walks into the room.

TRANSPORTER

Ok Mr. Deeds it's time to go.

The TRANSPORTER lowers the headrest, while another nurse disconnects the IV line from JEROME'S hand.  JEROME waves to FRIEDA and FRANK, the TRANSPORTER wheels him out into the hallway toward the surgery room.

ROOM 320

A male and female nurse walk into the room.  The male nurse lowers the headrest on ROY'S bed.  The female nurse removes the IV line from ROY'S hand.  The TRANSPORTER wheels ROY to the surgery area.  

INT. SURGERY CENTER, WAITING AREA - MORNING

FRIEDA and FRANK walk into the room and stand next to ROY. 

FRIEDA DEEDS

Your brother is in surgery right now.  We are praying for success.

FRANK DEEDS

The doctor gave us these pagers, I guess when the surgery is over the doctors will beep us. 

Both pagers vibrate, FRANK and FRIEDA leave the room. A nurse injects anesthesia into ROY'S IV.

ANESTHESIOLOGIST

Now just relax your brother's surgery was a success.

ROY DEEDS

Good.

ANESTHESIOLOGIST

The anesthesia will begin to take effect, so I will stand here and talk to you until you lose consciousness.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Which doesn't take long, when I wake up, I am in the recovery room. 

The Nurse wheels ROY out into the hallway.

Room 380

JEROME barely conscious looks around the room.

JEROME DEEDS

Mom, dad is Roy ok?

FRANK DEEDS

We just got word from the doctors that the kidney transplant was a success, your brother should be heading to the recovery room pretty soon.

The Nurse wheels a semi-conscious ROY toward the intensive care unit, she stops in the doorway of Room 380.

NURSE

Here is your brother.

ROY gives JEROME the thumbs up sign. FRIEDA'S eyes begin to water, FRANK has a big smile on his face.  The nurse tries to contain her emotions, she wheels ROY toward ICU.

The next day...

INT. OUR LADY OF ANGELS HOSPITAL, ROOM 380 - EARLY MORNING

DOCTOR SORENSON and a team of doctors stand next to JEROME'S bed.

DOCTOR SORENSON

Jerome how are you feeling?

JEROME DEEDS

A little sore, but ok.

DOCTOR SORENSON

That is normal, we will prescribe some medication to help you manage the pain.  We are waiting on your labs to return, if everything checks out normal, then we will release you.  Ok, enjoy your breakfast.

The Doctors leave the room. 

INT. OUR LADY OF ANGELS, INTENSIVE CARE UNIT - EVENING

The room is barely lit, the windows are covered, ROY can see shadows moving just outside the room.  ROY can see and hear a Nurse moving around inside of his room.  She approaches him every five minutes and pricks his finger with a lancelet.  The morphine keeps ROY sedated, soon as he falls asleep, he feels another prick.

ROY DEEDS

(eyes closed)

Could you give me some warning before you do that?

NURSE

Sorry we have to monitor your blood pressure and your elevated sugar levels. If they get too high we have to give you an insulin injection.

DOCTOR SORENSON walks into the room.

DOCTOR SORENSON

Mr. Deeds we might have found the correct combination of medication to stablize your blood pressure.  How is your pain on a scale of 1 to 10?

 ROY DEEDS

On a scale of 1 to 10?  A 9..One dose of morphine an hour is not enough doctor.

DOCTOR SORENSON

I see...We just don't want you getting hooked on this stuff, but I've got an idea.

The Doctor leaves, five minutes later he comes back holding a morphine box, he attaches a tube from the machine into ROY'S IV. 

DOCTOR SORENSON

Every 10 minutes you will be allowed a dose of Morphine if you need it, just push this button and the right dosage will discharge through your IV.

ROY DEEDS

Thank you doctor.

DOCTOR SORENSON

You're welcome, now get some rest. Oh by the way let me check that kidney.

The Doctor moves ROY'S gown to the side.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

When I looked down, I noticed that I had all of these tubes attached to me, one tube coming out of my penis, attached to my bladder since I couldn't move I had to use a plastic bag in order to pee.  I had an IV connected to an artery in my neck, a tube connected to my kidney for drainage.  I felt like a science experiment, I spent five days in ICU before the doctors transferred me to the general wing.

INT. GENERAL WARD, RM 202 - EARLY MORNING

Two doctors walk into the room and stand by ROY'S bed, he wakes up.

DOCTOR REDDING

Your kidney function is excellent and your blood pressure is finally stabilizing. We feel comfortable sending you home tomorrow, but today just rest.

The Doctors leave the room, ROY sits up in bed and turns on the tv.  A nurse walks in and checks ROY'S blood pressure.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

The medications that the nurses bring me cause me to have vivid hallucinations at night, sometimes I see shadows moving around in the darkness, and sometimes I see an old woman standing beside my bed.  The one that frightens me the most is when I feel the sensation of being lifted up into the air and dropped back down on the bed.  I told the doctors about this and they had to make adjustments to my medications.

The next morning....

DOCTOR SORENSON walks into the room.

DOCTOR SORENSON

Mr. Deeds your lab results were excellent we ae going to discharge you today, but you must come back two to three times a week for postoperative  labs so we can make sure the kidney is still working properly.

ROY DEEDS

Ok.

ROY shakes the Doctor's hand, the doctor leaves the room. ROY picks up the phone next to the bed and calls his parents.

ROY DEEDS

Mom...Dad come get me, I can go home today.

ROY hangs up the phone. The nurse comes into the room and removes ROY'S IV and foley catheter.

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

Removing the foley catheter made me nervous, my brother had his removed and he said it hurt like hell.  The nurse released the water from the catheter and pulled the tube out of my penis, no pain at all.  My brother's nurse must not have known what she was doing.

The nurse releases the pressure off the other catheter attached to ROY'S kidney and removes it with the precision of a pro.

NURSE

Ok Mr. Deeds you are free to go.

FRANK walks into the room.

FRANK DEEDS

Son are you ready to go?

ROY DEEDS

Yes.

FRANK and ROY leave the hospital, get into FRANK'S car and drive away.

EXT. FRANK'S DRIVEWAY - MORNING

ROY DEEDS (V.O.)

When I stepped out of that car, the sunshine hurt my eyes, but it felt good to be outside. When I got inside I went straight to bed.  My brother Jerome came into my room and sat on my bed, I noticed that he was in a lot of pain so I asked him to go back to his bed and I went into his room to visit.  Six months later my brother and I left California and moved to Georgia. We both have moved in different directions but the time that we came together for one purpose will live in my heart for the rest of my days.  Baby brother I love you infinitum...

