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FADE | N:

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- N GHT

Through a | ate-sumer downpour with flashes of |ightning, an
uncover ed horse-drawn wagon races up the road toward a snal
vil | age.

SUPER This story is based on events that took place in
Amherst, Nova Scotia in 1878.

In the wagon is ESTHER COX, 18, a plain-looking girl wth
shoul der length hair.

Driving the wagon i s BOB MCNEAL, 28, a handsone, but
cruel -1 ooking man with bl ack hair and a nustache.

ESTHER
Pl ease sl ow down! You' re going to
get us kill ed!

Bob gl ances at Esther, then WH PS the horses to pick up
speed.

The wagon races up the road until it nears a snall
two-story house with a fenced front yard. Bob pulls back on
the reins, and the horses finally slow and stop in front of
t he house.

As soon as the wagon stops, Bob gives Esther a violent
shove, and she half-falls, half-junps fromthe wagon onto
the road. She | ands on her hands and knees in the nud.

Bob WHI PS the horses again, and the wagon takes off up the
road at top speed.

As Esther rises and stands alone in the rain, a bel ated
sense of fear seens to wash over her, and she begi ns SOBBI NG
in the dark.

A bright flash of lightning startles Esther. She turns,
opens the gate, and runs inside the house. The RUVBLE OF
THUNDER acconpani es her.

Besi de the front door of the house sits a half-full bucket
of water. Suddenly, the water in the bucket becones agitated
and begi ns to bubbl e.



| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

The roomis neat, cozy, and furnished with ordinary cottage
furniture.

JENNI E COX, 22, Esther’s older, prettier sister, is already
in bed.

Esther, her hair still danp, cries quietly as she puts on
her nightgown by the light of an oil | anp.

JENNI E
If you won’t tell me what happened,
| can’t give you any advice. But if
you ask ne --

ESTHER
(i nterrupting)
| didn’t ask you.

Jenni e continues, ignoring her sister.

JENNI E
-- you're better off without M ster
Bob McNeal . After all those awful
t hi ngs we heard about him |’'m
surprised you're not glad to be rid
of him

ESTHER
WIIl you please just put out the
Iight and be quiet?

JENNI E
(wth a SIGH
Al right.

She blows out the oil lanp. Esther clinbs into the | arge bed
she shares with her sister.

A distant flash of lightning briefly brightens the small
bedroom then the night grows very dark and very qui et.

After a nonent, Esther suddenly junps out of bed with a
SCREAM

ESTHER
There’'s a npuse in the bed!

Jenni e al so junps out of bed and quickly lights the oi

| anp. Both girls search the bed, but they cannot find a
nouse.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

JENNI E
VWhere is it?

Suddenly there is a snmall novenent in the bed.

ESTHER
[t’s in the mattress -- | ook how
the straw i s novi ng!

The novenent becones smaller, then stops.

JENNI E
It must have gotten out sonehow.

ESTHER
| don’t know...What should we do?
W can’t sleep in a bed with a
nouse.

JENNI E
Maybe the boys will trade beds with
us for the night.

ESTHER
The boys? They probably have a
dozen nmce in their bed!

JENNI E

(giggles)
VWhat el se can we do?

At that nonent, the girls hear a SMALL, RUSTLI NG MOVEMENT
that seens to cone from under their bed.

ESTHER
(whi speri ng)
Listen -- it's under the bed now

Jennie sets the lanp on the floor and tries to see under the
bed. Esther | ooks under the bed fromthe other side.

From a cardboard box under the bed cones anot her SMALL
RUSTLI NG SOUND. Both girls junp.

JENNI E
It’s in the patchwork box!

Est her reaches under the bed and carefully pulls out the
box, dragging it to the center of the room

ESTHER
VWhat do we do now?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

At that nonent, the sisters are startled to see the box junp
a foot into the air then fall to the floor on its side. Both
girls SCREAM

After a few nonents, Esther carefully sets the box upright.
As both girls watch, the box again |eaps a foot into the air
and falls to the floor. Esther and Jenni e SCREAM agai n.

JENNI E
Dani el !

ESTHER
Dani el , cone qui ckly!

Pulling on his pants, DANIEL TEED, the girls’ 29-year-old
brother-in law, bursts into the bedroom

DANI EL
What’' s wong?

ESTHER
There’s a nouse in the patchwork
box --

JENNI E
O a rat!

ESTHER
-- and the box keeps junping up in
the air!

Dani el gives a SMALL LAUGH OF RELI EF and pi cks up the box.

DANI EL
Better take it outside.

JENNI E
Be sure to kill it!

ESTHER
Be careful! It nust be big!

Dani el carries the box out of the room

EXT. YARD -- N GHT

Monents |ater, Daniel picks up a small hatchet and sets the
box on the ground. He squats, takes a deep breath, raises
the hatchet, and slowy lifts the Ilid fromthe box.



| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Morments |ater, Daniel carries the box back into the girls’
bedr oom

ESTHER
How big was it?

JENNI E
Did you kill it?

Dani el drops the box onto the floor and kicks it back under
t he bed.

DANI EL
You girls are crazy. O you were
dr eam ng.

ESTHER
What ?

DANI EL
Not hing in the box but patchwork.

(grunbling)

| can’t believe you woke ne for
this. I have to get up early, you
know.

He | eaves the room

Esther, with disbelief, pulls the box back out from under
the bed, throws off the top, and carefully rumrages around
i nsi de.

ESTHER
It nmust have gotten out sonehow
before he | ooked in.

The girls stare at each other with bew | dernent.

EXT. AVHERST, NOVA SCOTI A -- DAY

Amherst is a beautiful little village on the Bay of Fundy.
In 1878, the town has four churches, a school, a shoe
factory, and a variety of stores.

Esther, carrying a small brown bag, exits a bookstore and
wal ks al ong the street toward her hone.

On the other side of the street, Esther notices a Mcnac
MEDI CI NE MAN. He stands still and stares intently at Esther.
The I ndi an wat ches her as she hurries away.



EXT. TEED HOUSE -- DAY

Esther’s hone is a well-kept, two-story cottage painted
yellow. The fenced front yard extends back to a small barn.

EXT. TEED YARD -- CONTI NUOUS

In the yard are Esther’s nephews, WLLIE, 5, and GEORGE, 17
months. WIllie chases a hen near the barn.

WIllie and CGeorge’s nother, CLIVE, 29, conmes out the kitchen
door and gives WIllie a WHACK on the backsi de, which sends
hi m HOALI NG i nto t he house.

Adive, sister of Esther and Jennie and wfe of Daniel, is
smal | worman with a pal e conplexion and notherly traits tha
command respect.

a
t

Dani el arrives hone for lunch just before Esther reaches the
gate. A ive speaks to her husband.

oLl VE
Lunch is al nost ready -- you’'l
never guess what | nade for
dessert.

DANI EL
No matter what it is, I'Il eat it.
| m hungry.

oLl VE
(teasing)
Oh, that’s good to know. From now
on | don’'t have to work so hard to
fix a good neal .

DANI EL
(kissing his wife on the
cheek)
Now, | didn't say that.

Aive LAUGHS. Daniel picks up George and carries himin the
door to the kitchen.

By this tinme, Esther has reached Adive, who notices that
Est her | ooks upset.

oLl VE
What’s wong, Ess?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

ESTHER
Oh, nothing. Those darn M cnacs are
so rude.

oLl VE

(concer ned)
What happened?

ESTHER
The nedi ci ne man was staring at ne
and woul dn’ t stop.

QLI VE
|’ mnot surprised. You re a pretty

girl.
Est her gives Aive a | ook that says she knows otherw se.

QLI VE ( CONT' D)
VWll, go in and wash up. Lunch is
about ready.

Esther enters the kitchen, followed by dive.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- DAY

The conbi nation kitchen/dining roomis not |arge, but it
contains a long pine table, a small washstand, and a wood
st ove.

Esther, Jennie, Aive, Daniel, WIllie, George, WLLIAM COX,
and JOHN TEED are having lunch at the table. Wlliam 20, is
the brother of Esther, Jennie, and dive. John, 24, is the
younger brother of Daniel.

Little George, seated in his high chair at dive's right,
VI GOROUSLY AND RHYTHM CALLY KI CKS THE BOTTOM OF THE TABLE

CLI VE
Stop it, now, Ceorge.

CGeorge CONTI NUES KI CKI NG Jenni e speaks to Daniel.

JENNI E
Goodness, why on earth did you
cover the toes of his shoes with
copper ?

DANI EL
To stop himfrom wearing them out
so fast. Stop kicking the table,
Ceor ge.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

George continues making the terrible POUNDI NG NO SE on the

table. di

Est her rel
starts tyi
much nore

ve helps WIllie cut his neat.

QLI VE
Esther, will you please get that
old pink scarf and tie George’'s
feet so he can’t make such a
racket ?

uctantly stops eating, rises, gets the scarf, and
ng George's feet to his chair. The roomis now
qui et .

JENNI E
Did soneone m |k the cow agai n | ast
ni ght ?

DANI EL
Yes, | only wwsh | could find out

who does it. This is the tenth tine
in two weeks. If it wasn't for this
rheumatismin my hip, I'd stay up
all night and catch the thief.

ESTHER
(sitting back down)
| bet it’s one of those M cnac
| ndi ans fromthe canp. They coul d
slip in and out w thout naking a

sound.
W LLI AM
Hand ne that dish of potatoes,
pl ease.
JOHN
If | ever marry, | don’t care what

t he woman | ooks |ike, as long as
she can cook like dive.

QLI VE
Thank you, John.

The POUNDI NG NO SE starts again on the table.

WLLIE
G me ' not her piece of neat.

DANI EL
Ask as a good boy shoul d.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

WLLIE
(rmuch | ouder)
G mMme ' not her piece of neat!

Wl liamand John find this hysterically funny and LAUGH
LOUDLY.

oLl VE
OCh, don’t encourage himn

John gives WIlie another piece of beefsteak.

OLI VE (CONT’ D)
| wonder how that boy |earned to be
so rude.

JOHN
By playing with those boys down
near the carriage factory. Unless
he keeps away fromthem he wll be
rui ned.

DANI EL
| " m gonna take himin hand as soon
as he gets a little ol der and nake
himtoe the mark. Well, dive, |’ ve
got to get back to the factory.

The POUNDI NG on the table is so hard, they have to speak
| oudly over it.

oLl VE
Wt hout eating some of the wal nut
cooki es, dear?

DANI EL
Ch, wal nut cookies? Al right.

ESTHER
(di sappoi nt ed)
Wal nut ?

QLI VE
|’msorry, Ess. | forgot you don’'t
i ke wal nuts.
Aive rises to get the cookies. The POUNDI NG conti nues.
OLI VE ( CONT’ D)

Esther, 1 thought | asked you to
tie Ceorge’ s feet.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

ESTHER
| did!
Under the table, little George’'s feet are indeed tied to his
chair. He is not the one nmaking the POUNDI NG NO SE.
QLl VE
Then how i s he kicking the table?
ESTHER
| don’t know

Already in a bad nmood, this makes Esther nore angry than it
shoul d. She junps up fromthe table and nmarches out of the
ki t chen.

As soon as Esther is out of the room the POUND NG NO SE
STOPS.

W LLI AM
What’s wong with her?

JENNI E

(quietly)
| think Bob broke up with her.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. KITCHEN -- DAY

Esther, sitting on the doorstep between the kitchen and
parl or, peels potatoes and places theminto a pot of water
besi de her.

Aive, working in the kitchen, notices her sister’s silence
and the troubl ed expression on her face.

oLl VE
What ails you today, Esther?

Est her just shakes her head.

OLI VE ( CONT’ D)
| probably shouldn’t say this, but
-- the sooner you get over your
infatuation with Bob McNeal, the
better for you, and the better for
us all.

Esther rolls her eyes.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

OLI VE (CONT’ D)
Listen to nme, girl, and don’t mnake
me angry while I’ mgiving you good
advice -- never invite himto cal
agai n, because I'mtelling you,
trouble is comng to you through
that young man, | can feel it in ny
bones.

ESTHER
The truth is, | wasn’t thinking of
himat all. | was thinking about a
dream | had last night. I can't
stop thinking about it, and I can’'t
figure out what it neans.

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- CONTI NUQUS

Little George nanages to find a hole in the fence in the
front yard

I NT. KITCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

Est her puts the potatoes on the stove to boil.

ALl VE
Wait until | get ny sew ng, then
we’'ll go into the parlor and you

can tell me about your dream

ESTHER
Al'l right. But promi se not to tel
anybody about it, not even Dan. It
m ght make peopl e nervous.

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- CONTI NUQUS

Little George crawls through the hole in the fence.

I NT. PARLCR -- CONTI NUOGUS

The room has a | arge bay wi ndow filled with geraniuns of
every color. Esther sits in a rocking chair, and Aive is on
t he sof a.

ESTHER

Well, don't |augh, because you know
how crazy dreans can be.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

EXT. TEED

12.

QLI VE
| won’t | augh.

ESTHER
Well, | dreant that when | got up
in the norning, everything had
changed except ne.

oLl VE
Changed?

HOUSE -- CONTI NUOUS

CGeorge toddles into the street in front of the house.

ESTHER (O S.)
Thi s house, instead of being
yell ow, was green. | heard a noi se
in the street, and I went to the
door, and | saw hundreds of bl ack
bulls with bright blue eyes com ng
toward the house. Bl ood was
dripping fromtheir nouths, and
their feet made fire conme out of
t he ground.

| NT. PARLCR -- CONTI NUGUS

She gi ves

CLlI VE
Oh, Esther!

ESTHER
The bulls were roaring |loudly al
the tinme, and they cane straight
for the house. | shut the front
door and locked it, then | ran to
t he back door and | ocked it. Then
the bulls started butting the house
so hard that it alnmost fell over.
woke up and | had fallen out of
bed.

a small, hunorl ess LAUGH.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
The dreamis still in my mnd. |
can see it still, and |I’ve wondered
what it neans until | have a
headache. What do you think about
it, Aive? Do you think there is
any truth in dreans? Did you ever
know of a dreamto cone true?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

QLl VE
Well, I never could make up ny m nd
fully on that, but I do know this
-- whatever Daniel dreams, cones

true -- there’s no doubt about it.
But don’t tell himanything about
your dream Esther, or he’'ll worry
all night trying to figure out what
it neans.

ESTHER
If I only had a dream book, |ike

the one Ms. Malloy used to have.
want to know if ny dream neans that
sonething terrible is about to
hap- -

She stops. Suddenly Esther seens to have a strong intuitive
feeling about sonething.

oLl VE
(frowni ng)
What is it?

Est her shakes her head.

ESTHER
Sonet hi ng’ s wrong.

She quickly gets up fromher chair and wal ks toward the
front door.

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- CONTI NUQUS

Est her opens the front door and wal ks outside. Aive is

cl ose behind her. The two hear a HEAVY WAGON DRAWN BY HORSES
com ng cl ose.

Est her suddenly sees little George in the mddle of the
street. She starts toward him

The next second, dive sees George.
CLI VE
(scream ng)
Ceor ge!
Esther bolts into the street. She grabs George just in tine
to prevent himfrombeing run over by the horses and wagon.
CGeorge CRIES.

A ive’'s piercing screamhas brought out all the NEl GHBORS

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

MRS. MALLOY
What happened?

ESTHER
(conforting George)
It’s all right now, everything s
all right.

I NT. KITCHEN -- DAY

A few mnutes later, Oive has taken |ittle CGeorge inside
and i s washing his hands and face. Esther stands cl ose by.

ESTHER
|"ve a mnd to go out to the Indian
canp this afternoon and see if that
fortunetelling squaw can tell ne
about ny dream

QLI VE
Esther, don’t tal k any nore about
it. Read your Bible, say your
prayers, and ask God to take care
of you, and you need never fear
dreans or anything el se. You nust
al ways renenber that God has nore
power than the devil, and al ways
will.

ESTHER
(wth a m schievous smile)
| wouldn’t be surprised if the
devil sees nore of me in the future
t han God does.

oLl VE
(scol di ng)
Oh, Esther, you shoul d be ashaned!
Grandnot her woul d turn over in her
grave if she could hear you.

Wth a maternal gesture, she SLAPS Esther on the backsi de.
Est her LAUGHS.

EXT. M CVAC | NDI AN ENCAMPMENT - - DAY

The early-evening sky is overcast. Several sad-I|ooking

wi gwans stand not far fromthe dirt road on the outskirts of
t own.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

Est her approaches a | arge wi gwam near the road. Fastened to
the birch bark is a rough sign with the word "FORTUNES"
scrawled on it. Esther hesitatingly calls out.

ESTHER
Hel | 0?

There is no response. Esther listens at the aninmal hide that
acts as a door, but she hears no voices inside. She nusters
her courage and pushes back the ani mal hide.

I NT. W GAM - - CONTI NUOUS

The conbi nati on of clouds, |ateness of the day, and

w ndowl ess walls nmake the wi gwam very dark inside. At first
Est her can see nothing, then her eyes slowy adjust to the
dimlight.

The first thing Esther sees is a lit candle sitting on a
small table on the floor of the wigwam Looking up fromthe
tabl e, Esther sees the back of the FORTUNETELLER. The woman
hol ds somet hing that is snoking. The snoke nmakes Est her
COUGH

The fortuneteller slowy turns around, and Esther can see
that the m ddl e-aged | ndi an wonan cl utches a seashell that
hol ds a small bundl e of snoking sage.

The fortunetell er nakes eye contact with Esther. Through the
snoke, Esther sees fear in the woman's eyes.

FORTUNETELLER
You go! Go!

Hol di ng t he snoking sage on the shell, the woman uses a
| arge feather to sweep the snoke toward Esther. The snoke
nmakes Esther COUGH nore, but she manages to say a few words.

ESTHER
| wondered if you could interpret a
dreamfor ne --

The worman SAYS SOVETHI NG I N THE M CVAC LANGUAGE, then ends
her rebuke in English.

FORTUNETELLER
Be gone! You are not wanted, and
you are not wel cone. This home has
been cl eansed and bl essed!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

ESTHER
(coughi ng)
"1l pay you a nickel --

The fortuneteller is so frightened that she rushes past
Est her, knocking over the snmall table.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Wi t !

Esther follows the fortuneteller out the door, not noticing
that the candle that fell fromthe table is quickly igniting
the fir twigs and woven mat on the floor of the w gwam

EXT. M CVAC | NDI AN ENCAMPMENT - - CONTI NUOUS

Wthin seconds, the entire wigwamis engulfed in flanes.

Est her backs away, horrified. She accidentally backs into
soneone and qui ckly turns around. The person she bunped into
is the nedicine man she saw earlier on the street.
Frightened, Esther runs back toward the dirt road. After a
few nonents, she gl ances back

EXT. WGOMM -- ESTHER S P. O V. -- CONTI NUCUS

The flames fromthe wigwamreach into the sky. The nedi ci ne
man still stares at Esther.

EXT. ROAD -- CONTI NUCUS

Est her begins crying as she continues running toward hone.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT
Jennie is reading in bed. Esther lies staring at the wall.

Jennie finishes a chapter, closes her book, and turns to
Est her.

JENNI E
Ready for nme to turn out the light?

ESTHER

| can’t stop thinking about the
buttermlk -- want sone?

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI E
At this hour? You Il have bad
dreans all night.

ESTHER
(shrugs)
| need sonet hing.

She gets up, takes the | anp, and heads downstairs.

I NT. KITCHEN -- N GHT

Monents | ater, Esther opens the cellar door and starts down
the stairs in her bare feet.

| NT. CELLAR -- CONTI NUOUS

The roomis dark and quiet. Esther’s oil lanp casts little
light.

Esther sets down the |anp, picks up a bottle of buttermlk,
and starts drinking.

Suddenly, there is a SCURRYI NG SOUND. Esther junps and | ooks
down at her feet. She drops the m Ik bottle, which CRASHES
to the floor.

Fri ghtened, Esther grabs the oil |anmp and runs back
upstairs.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Moments |l ater, Esther, out of breath, hurries into her
bedroom sets down the [ anp, and junps into bed.

JENNI E
What’s wong -- what happened?

ESTHER
A big rat ran between ny feet when
| was down in the cellar

JENNI E
Ch, no! Whay do we have so many rats
all of a sudden? Wat has the cat
been doing all day?

ESTHER

Sl eeping. She’s getting fat and
| azy. Like ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI E
Oh Esther, you' re not fat.

She G GEA.ES. Esther hits Jennie with a pillow
DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

The roomis dark. A clock on a nightstand says it is 10:15.
Jenni e and Esther are sl eeping.

Suddenly, Esther junps up and |leaps into the center of the
room

ESTHER
My God! What’'s the matter with ne?
Wake up, Jennie, wake up! |’ m
dyi ng!

JENNI E

(waki ng sl owy)
Dyi ng people don't talk that
| oudly, Esther. WAit until | |ight
the lanp. Don’t die in the dark.

She sits up and lights the |anp.

JENNI E ( CONT’ D)
Are you havi ng anot her ni ght mare?

She turns to | ook at Esther, and is shocked at what she
sees.

Trenbling with fear, Esther stands in the center of the
room her short hair al nost standing on end, her face bl ood
red, and her eyes al nost popping out of their sockets.
Jenni e GASPS and calls as |oudly.

JENNI E
Hel p! Sonebody hel p!

Aive, pulling a shawm around her shoulders, is first to
enter the room When she sees Esther, Aive is horrified and
speechl ess.

A nonent |later, Daniel, WIlliam and John, rush into the
room

( CONTI NUED)
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DANI EL
What in thunder ails you, Esther?

Suddenl y Est her becones pale and al nost faints. dive hel ps
her back to the bed.

Esther sits on the edge of the bed for a nonent and gazes
around the roomwi th a vacant stare. Then suddenly she | eaps
to her feet.

ESTHER
|’ mgoing to burst into pieces!

Ol VE
Great heavens, what shall we do
with her? She's crazy!

Jenni e, who has regai ned her presence of mnd, speaks in a
soot hing tone to Esther.

JENNI E
Come, Esther, let’s get into bed
agai n.

Jennie and Aive try to hel p Esther back into bed.

ESTHER
l"mswelling up! 1’"mgoing to
bur st !
DANI EL
(startl ed)
She is swelling! AQive -- | ook at
her!

A ive lays her hand on one of Esther’s swollen hands.

QLI VE
She’'s hot as fire.

The fam |y stands | ooking at Esther, not know ng what to do.

Esther’s entire body has now swollen frightfully. She
SCREAMS in pain and grinds her teeth.

Al of a sudden, from beneath Esther’s bed, cones a
DEAFENI NG THUNDER- LI KE CLAP t hat shakes the room Everyone
junps in fright.

QLI VE
My God -- the house has been struck
by lightning! My babies!

She runs fromthe room followed by her husband.



20.

I NT. NURSERY -- CONTI NUQUS

Aive and Daniel rush into the room Both of their boys are
asleep, but little George is lying on the floor in the
center of the room

DANI EL
(in a |l ow voice)
Who took George out of his bed?

A ive shakes her head, picks up George, and gently puts him
back into his little bed.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

A ive and Daniel go back to check on Esther. Daniel walks to
t he wi ndow, pushes aside the curtains, and | ooks out.

EXT. SKY -- DANIEL’S P.O. V. -- CONTI NUQUS
Dani el sees stars shining brightly in the clear night.

DANI EL
There’s not a cloud in the sky. It
coul dn’t have been thunder.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

oLl VE
What was that noise, then?

At that noment, THREE MORE LOUD CRASHES conme from under the
bed.

Esther’s swelling i medi ately goes down, she assumes her
nat ural appearance, and she sinks into a state of calm
repose.

QLI VE
Ch ny God, is she dead?

Terrified, Jennie puts her head to Esther’s chest and
listens. She | ooks instantly relieved.

JENNI E
No, she’'s alive.

OLl VE
Thank God!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 21.

John gets down on the floor with a lanp and | ooks under
Est her’ s bed.

JOHN
What were those noi ses? They cane
fromunder the bed, but there’'s
not hi ng here.

Everyone | ooks at Daniel, who sinply shakes his head.
Dl SSCLVE TGO

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

The roomis dark. The clock on a nightstand says it is
12:55. Jennie is sleeping. Esther suddenly sits up in bed
and speaks in a voice of terror.

ESTHER
Ch dear God, it’s happeni ng agai n!

Jenni e awakens and quickly lights the |anp. Esther is
visibly swelling. Jennie remains calm

JENNI E
Stay perfectly quiet, Ess. If you
do, the attack will probably pass,
and then you can go back to sl eep.

Est her remai ns notionl ess as advi sed. Then suddenly, all t
bedcl ot hes, except the sheet on which the two girls lie, f
off the bed and settle in a heap in a far corner of the
room Both girls SCREAM

he
Iy

The bed sheet is yanked out fromunder the girls by an
invisible force. The sheet flies to the center of the room
where it stands on end.

Jennie junps out of bed and tries to grab the sheet. Wen
her hand nakes contact with it, the sheet collapses on top
of her. She SCREAMS, panics, and falls to the floor in a
faint.

Aive, Daniel, WIlliam and John rush into the room pulling
on garnents as they wal k. They find Jennie lying on the

fl oor covered with the sheet. Esther is frightfully swoll en,
and all the bedclothes are in a pile in the corner.

Dani el reaches down and pulls the sheet off Jennie, who is
pal e as a ghost. He feels her wist for a pul se.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANI EL
She’s alive. She nust have fainted.

He picks up Jennie and places her on the bed besi de Esther.

A ive gathers the bedclothes fromthe floor and covers

Est her and Jennie. As soon as Oive finishes, the blankets
again fly off the bed and settle in the same corner of the
room

JOHN
VWhat the hell?

Esther’s pillow flies out fromunder her head and strikes
John in the face so hard that it knocks hi m down.

JOHN ( CONT’ D)
|’ ve had enough of this!

Terrified, he runs fromthe room dive gathers the
bedcl ot hes agai n and covers her sisters.

oLl VE
Here, quickly, everyone sit on the
cor ner s!

Aive, Daniel, and Wlliamsit on the corners of the bed to
keep the bedclothes in place over the girls.

ESTHER
My head is going to burst!

AOive feels Esther’'s forehead.

aLl VE
WIlliam go get a bucket of cold
water to bathe Esther’s face.

Wlliamhurries fromthe room

Just then, three LOUD BANGS cone from under the bed. The
noi ses are so great that the entire room shakes.

| medi ately, Esther’s swelling goes down. She assumes her
natural appearance and falls into a deep sleep. Jennie
recovers consci ousness.

JENNI E
What happened?
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I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE -- DAY

Daniel is in the office of DR CARRI TTE, a good-natured nan
of 48. The doctor CHUCKLES. Daniel |ooks unconfortable.

DR CARRI TTE
"1l call this evening. But | have
to tell you, Daniel -- everything
you’ ve told ne is nonsense. No such
tonfoolery will occur while I amin
t he house.

DANI EL
| hope you're right.
| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Dr. Carritte walks into the bedroom followed by dive,
Dani el , Jennie, and John. Esther is already in bed.

DR CARRI TTE
How are you this evening, Esther?

ESTHER
Fi ne, thank you, Doctor.

DR. CARRI TTE
Any swelling, or...or...strange
noi ses this eveni ng?

ESTHER
No, sir.

He | ays his hat on the bed besi de Esther.

DR CARRI TTE
That’ s good, that’s good.

At that nonment, the doctor’s hat is violently yanked from
the bed and thrown to the floor. Al present can see that
Est her has not touched the hat or even noved.

DR. CARRI TTE
Did...you do that?

ESTHER
No, sir.

DR CARRI TTE
Al right. Well.

He decides to continue with the exam nati on.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 24.

DR. CARRI TTE ( CONT’ D)
Stick out your tongue.

She does. The doctor | ooks at her tongue.

DR. CARRI TTE ( CONT’ D)
Let’ s check your pul se.

He takes Esther’s pul se.

DR. CARRI TTE ( CONT' D)
VWl |, Esther, you seemto be
suffering from nervous excitenent,
and have... evidently, received a
t remendous shock of sone ki nd.

Just then, Esther’s pillow slides out fromunder her head,
as if it is pulled out by an invisible hand. The pill ow
appears to inflate like a balloon to the bursting point,
then it deflates and slides back into place under Esther’s
head.

The doctor’s eyes open w de.
DR. CARRI TTE ( CONT' D)
Did you see that? It went back
agai n.

John noves toward Est her

JOHN
If it noves out again, I'Il hold
ontoit. I don't want it to hit ne
in the head again like it did |ast

ni ght.

No sooner has John spoken than the pillow slides out from
under Esther’s head as before.

John, a strong young man, grasps the pillow with both hands
and holds it with all his strength, but his efforts are
unavailing. The pillow is pulled away from himby a stronger
power, and it slides back under Esther’s head.

DR CARRI TTE
This is astonishing!

He rises fromhis chair.

Suddenly three LOUD BANGS cone from under Esther’s bed. The
doctor | ooks under the bed but finds nothing.

At that nonent, the bedclothes fly off Esther’s bed and
settle in the corner

( CONTI NUED)
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Then, a distinct SCRATCH NG SOUND cones fromthe wall behind
the bed. Everyone | ooks at the wall.

In the plaster, sonmething is scratching letters, one by one,
in characters nearly a foot tall, until a sentence is
conpl ete

ESTHER COX YOU ARE M NE TO KI LL

The witing is deeply enbedded into the wall and | ooks as if
it has been engraved with sonething |ike an iron spike.

The doctor and Esther’s famly, awed into silence, stand
around the bed and stare at the words on the wall.

Then, fearfully | oud POUNDI NG SOUNDS start again, |ouder
t han ever before, shaking the roomand all it contains.
Est her SCREAMS.

Suddenly the SOUNDS STOP. Dr. Carritte |ooks at Esther, who
has fallen into a deep sl eep.

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- NI GHT

Afew mnutes later, Dr. Carritte, standing near the front
door, speaks with Daniel and Qi ve.

DR. CARRI TTE
She’ s sl eepi ng soundly now, so |’|
not wake her to give her a
sedati ve.

CLlI VE
But what about --

DR. CARRI TTE
| cannot doubt nmy own senses, but |
have no theory to offer at this
point. I'll have to do sone
research. 1’1l call again in the
nmorni ng and gi ve Est her sonethi ng
to quiet her nerves. Good night.

A ive and Daniel are not satisfied, but the doctor seenms to
have said his final words.

DANI EL
Good ni ght.

Dr. Carritte leaves. Aive walks to a table in the parlor
and picks up the famly Bible.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANI EL ( CONT’ D)
What are you doi ng?

QLI VE
|”’mgoing to put the Bi bl e under
Est her’ s bed.

DANI EL
Do you think you shoul d?
Everything' s quiet now. Wy don’'t
you wait until norning.

Aive thinks for a nmonment, then nods and replaces the Bible
onto the table.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- DAY

The next norning, Esther is cleaning up the kitchen after
breakfast. As she picks up a large crock of butter and
starts to carry it down to the cellar, Dr. Carritte enters
the kitchen with dive.

The doctor | ooks surprised to see Esther out of bed,
dressed, and wor ki ng.

DR. CARRI TTE
Est her, you' re up! How are you

t oday?

ESTHER
| feel all right, just alittle
nervous, | guess. Any little sound

makes me junp.
(nodding to the heavy crock in
her arns)

"1l be right back.

She opens the cellar door and carries the crock downstairs.

QLI VE
Can you give her sonething for her
nerves?

DR. CARRI TTE
O course, there are severa
different sedatives we can try.
"1 --

Suddenly Esther, frightened and out of breath, runs back up
the stairs.

( CONTI NUED)
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oLl VE
What’ s wrong?

ESTHER
Soneone is in the cellar and he
threw a plank at ne!

QLI VE
(al ar med)
What ?

DR CARRI TTE
"1l go down and see.

He heads for the cellar. Aive speaks to Esther.

oLl VE
Are you hurt?

Est her shakes her head.

OLI VE (CONT' D)
Coul d you see who it was?

ESTHER
(shaki ng her head)
It was too dark

Dr. Carritte conmes back up the stairs. The sisters | ook at
hi m expectantly.

DR CARRI TTE
The cellar is enpty.

ESTHER
(wi th disbelief)
VWhat ?

DR. CARRI TTE
There’s no one down there to throw
a pl ank.

ESTHER
| don’t believe you.

DR. CARRI TTE
Est her, cone down with ne.

Est her hesitantly follows the doctor back down into the
cell ar.
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I NT. CELLAR -- CONTI NUOGUS

Dr. Carritte | eads Esther back down into the small, dark
room After a few nonents, their eyes adjust to the
darkness, and Esther can see that they are al one.

DR. CARRI TTE
You see? There’'s no one down here.

Al of a sudden, several potatoes fly at their heads. Esther
lets out a short SCREAM She and the doctor run back up the
cellar stairs.

I NT. KITCHEN -- CONTI NUQUS

Qive is startled to see Esther and Dr. Carritte running
back up into the room

QLI VE
What happened?

ESTHER
(out of breath)
Pot at oes!

OLl VE
What ?

One of the potatoes is thrown all the way up the cellar
stairs and rolls across the kitchen fl oor.

OLI VE (CONT’ D)
Soneone is down there throw ng
pot at oes?

DR. CARRI TTE
No one is down there.

QLI VE
What ? Then who is throw ng
pot at oes?

The doctor is at an utter | oss. He shakes his head.

DR. CARRI TTE (CONT' D)
"1l be back tonight with a
sedative for Esther. And one for

nmysel f.

He inmmedi ately | eaves the house. Esther SLAMS the cellar
door and props a chair against it.



29.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

St andi ng beside Esther’s bed, Dr. Carritte fills a syringe
wth a clear fluid. Adive and Dani el stand cl ose by.

The doctor speaks to Esther as he admi nisters the injection.
Est her | ooks away.

DR CARRI TTE
This is norphia. It should take
effect right away. You'll relax and
begin to feel very sleepy.

He finishes the injection and withdraws the needle from
Esther’s arm

DR. CARRI TTE
There. How do you feel ?
ESTHER
|’ mnot sure. | still feel nervous,

| guess.

DR. CARRI TTE
Just relax and you'll have a good
night’s rest.

Est her’s body suddenly becones tense.

DR. CARRI TTE ( CONT’ D)
What’ s wrong?

Suddenly t he BANG NG SOUNDS under the bed return, but mnuch
faster than before. Dr. Carritte quickly backs away fromthe
bed.

After a nonent the SOUNDS SEEM TO MOVE FROM UNDER THE BED,
CLI MB THE WALL, AND TRAVEL TO THE ROOF

OLl VE
What ' s happeni ng?

DANI EL
It sounds |ike they're on the roof!

Dr. Carritte hurries out of the bedroom
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EXT. TEED HOUSE -- CONTI NUQUS

Dr. Carritte rushes out of the house and into the street. He
can hear the LOUD NO SES in the open air.

The night has a bright noon, and the doctor can see
distinctly that there is no one on the roof of the smal
house.

Two YOUNG MEN approach the doctor in the street.

YOUNG MAN
What’ s going on here? Is Teed
wor king on his roof at 10 o’ cl ock
at night?

DR. CARRI TTE
No. No, he isn't.

The doctor hurries back into the house, |eaving the two nen
| ooki ng puzzl ed.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

The NO SES ON THE ROOF CONTI NUE. Esther | ooks very
frightened as Aive holds her hand. Daniel |ooks out the
wi ndow.

DANI EL
More people are out there now.

oLl VE
It’s no wonder. The noise is
probably waki ng up the whol e
vi | | age.

Dr. Carritte reenters the room

DR CARRI TTE
Fromthe street it sounds |ike
soneone is on your roof with a
sl edgehamrer, but | could see that
no one is up there.

ESTHER
What are we going to do?

The clock on the table beside Esther’s bed says 10: 15.
DI SSOLVE TGO
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| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

The cl ock on the nightstand says 11:59. The LOUD NO SES ON
THE ROOCF CONTI NUE

Esther is now sitting up in bed. Jennie holds Esther’s hand
and sits beside the bed. Dr. Carritte, dive, Daniel
WIlliam and John are also in the room John | ooks outside
t hrough the wi ndow curtain

EXT. STREET -- JOHN' S P. O V. -- CONTI NUGUS

John can see that a snall CROAD has gat hered outside the
house.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM - - CONTI NUQUS

The m nute hand of Esther’s clock nobves from 11:59 to 12: 00.
Suddenly, the NO SES STOP.

Jenni e | ooks at Esther and sees that she has fallen asleep.

JENNI E
(whi speri ng)
Dr. Carritte...

She notions for the doctor to |look at Esther. Dr. Carritte
sees that Esther is sleeping. He nods and speaks in a | ow
voice to Adive and Dani el .

DR CARRI TTE
The sedatives have finally started
to work. | think that’s going to be

all for the night. 1'Il cone back
t onor r ow.
QLI VE
Thank you for staying with us,
Doct or.
DR CARRI TTE
| wish there were nore | could do.
QLI VE
Just being here hel ps us nore than

you know.

The doctor understands. He picks up his bag and | eaves the
room
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EXT. TEED HOUSE -- N GHT

Monents later, Dr. Carritte exits the house. He gets no
farther than the front gate when the POUNDI NG SOUNDS START
AGAI N on the roof.

The doctor stops in his tracks with his hand on the gate. He
seens to be trying to decide if he should continue or go
back inside the house. After a nonment, he continues wal ki ng
out the gate.

A MAN in the crowd speaks to Dr. Carritte.

MAN
Doctor, what going on in there?

Dr. Carritte keeps wal king and doesn’t answer. Hi s face
shows a conbination of guilt and fear.

Lights are on in every house on the street.

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- DAY

Dani el reads the Amherst Gazette. An article on the front
page has a headline that says:

THE AMHERST MYSTERY

Dani el 1 ooks worried as he speaks to Aive, who feeds little
Ceor ge.

DANI EL
| guess everybody knows about it
NoWw.

QLI VE

Maybe it’s for the best.

DANI EL
Don't see how.

George echoes his father.

GEORGE
Don't see how

Suddenly the POUNDI NG SOUNDS BEA N again. Oive and Dani el
junp, but little George seens anused by the noi se.

( CONTI NUED)
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GEORGE
Boom boom

DANI EL

(angrily)
CGeorge, that’s enough!

Poor Ceorge’'s feelings are hurt, and he CRIES.

Aive rises to confort him but Daniel reaches the boy
first, picks himup, and gives hima hug.

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- DAY

Dani el arrives hone fromwork to find his yard filled with
PEOPLE trying to get into his house. The crowd is so |arge
that traffic is unable to pass through the street.

Dani el 1 ooks worried as he approaches a MAN in the crowd.

DANI EL
What’' s wong? What’'s going on here?

MAN
Don’t you read the papers? This
house i1 s haunt ed.

DANI EL
(aggr avat ed)
s that right.

MAN
W’ re waiting to go in and hear the
ghosts. You better get inline if
you want to get in there today.

DANI EL
| don’t have to get in |ine.

He pushes his way through the crowd as several POLI CEMEN
arrive and start dispersing the crowd in the street.

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Daniel finally enters his hone. The house is filled to
capacity with STRANGERS. Everyone is quiet, listening to the
POUNDI NG NO SES, now com ng fromthe kitchen.

DANI EL
aivel

( CONTI NUED)
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Everyone turns to | ook at Daniel. A few people SHUSH hi m
Dani el confronts one of them

DANI EL
This is ny house, and I’'ll talk as
loud as | like in nmy house!

Everybody get out of here now OQut!

GROANS OF DI SAPPO NTMENT cone fromthe crowd, but the people
slowy start making their way out the front door.

AQive finally reaches the parlor fromthe kitchen.

QLI VE
| m here, Dan.

DANI EL
Wiy on earth did you let all these
peopl e into our house?

Est her, | ooking pale, walks in behind dive.

ESTHER
It’s ny fault, Dan. Don’t be mad at
Aive. W just let in a few at
first, and then there were nore and
nore and we hated to turn them
away. | guess there was anot her
article in the newspaper today.

She suddenly | ooks faint.

QLI VE

Are you all right, Ess?
ESTHER

| just need to sit down for a

m nut e. .

She passes out.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Dr. Carritte and Esther’s famly stand around Esther’s bed
and listen to the LOUD KNOCKI NG SOUNDS

Esther is suddenly seized with a spasm She becones
perfectly rigid.

Aive is al ar ned.

( CONTI NUED)
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aLl VE
Oh, Esther -- what’'s the matter?

In this altered state, Esther begins to speak.

ESTHER
Bob. . .

aLl VE
(frowni ng)
What about Bob, dear?

ESTHER
Where are we goi ng, Bob?

FLASHBACK

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- N GHT

35.

The evening is very dark with no noon. Esther rides wth Bob
McNeal in his wagon. Bob steers the horses down a secl uded

road toward a patch of woods.

ESTHER
Where are we goi ng, Bob?
BOB
You wanted to take a ride in the
country.
ESTHER
Oh, | just wanted to get out of the

house for a while.

The road winds into a dark wooded area. Bob pulls back on

the reins, and the horses stop.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
What’s wong? Wiy are we stopping?

Bob drops the reins, puts his arns around Esther,

and ki sses

her roughly. Esther resists. Distant |ightning fl ashes.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Stop! What are you doi ng?

BOB
You know what |’ m doing. You | ove
me, don’t you, Esther?

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER

(shyly)
O course | do, but --

BOB
|f you love ne, then you're nmne to
do whatever | want.

He ki sses her again and pulls at her clothes. LOW THUNDER
RUVBLES in the distance. It starts to rain.

Est her pushes Bob of f her and punches himhard in the jaw

This infuriates Bob, who | eaps fromthe buggy. He pulls a
pistol fromhis coat and points it at Esther.

BOB
Get out of the buggy, or 11l kill
you where you sit.

ESTHER
| will not! It’s starting to rain.

Get back in this buggy and drive ne
home right this mnute, Bob MNeal.
You're acting like a crazy man!

Her | ast remark seens to enrage Bob.

BOB
You whor el

He |lifts the gun, pointing it at Esther’s face.

Suddenly, Bob and Esther hear BUGGY WHEELS in the distance.
Anot her carri age approaches.

Bob junps back into his wagon, grabs the reins, and drives
at a breakneck pace through the storm

ESTHER
Pl ease sl ow down! You' re going to
get us Kkill ed!

Bob gl ances at Esther, then WH PS the horses to pick up
speed.

The wagon races up the road until it nears the Teed house.
Bob pulls back on the reins, and the horses slow and stop in
front of the house.

Bob gives Esther a violent shove, and she half-falls,

hal f-junps fromthe wagon onto the road, |anding on her
hands and knees in the nud.

( CONTI NUED)
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Bob WHI PS t he horses again, and the wagon takes off at top
speed.

As Esther rises and stands alone in the rain, a bel ated
sense of fear seens to wash over her, and she SOBS in the
dar k.

FLASHBACK ENDS

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Dr. Carritte, Jennie, Aive, and Daniel stand around
Esther’s bed. They | ook surprised and sad -- this is the
first they' ve heard of the event w th Bob.

Est her cries, but she is still unconsci ous.

JENNI E
She said Bob McNeal had a gun and
tried to force her to go into the
woods wi th him

Ll VE
| told her, I felt in ny bones that
harm woul d cone to her through that
young man, and now you see -- he’s
at the bottomof all this -- it’s
Bob who nakes all these strange
sounds in the house, sonmehow -- |
know he’ s the cause.

Instantly THREE DI STI NCT KNOCKS are heard, shaking the room
with their violence.

JENNI E

(quietly)
Do you suppose that whatever nakes
t hese noi ses can hear us and
under st and what we say?

The nonent she finishes her question, THREE MORE DI STI NCT
KNOCKS are heard as before.

DR. CARRI TTE
(1 ooki ng ar ound)
Can you, whatever you are, hear
what we say?

Agai n, THREE KNOCKS shake the room

( CONTI NUED)
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DR CARRI TTE ( CONT' D)

(to Daniel)
| believe Jennie is right -- it can
hear us.
DANI EL
Well, let’s try again.
(1 oudly)

| f you can see and hear, tell us
how many people are in this room --
knock on the floor for each one.

FI VE DI STI NCT KNOCKS ON THE FLOOR are heard.

DR CARRI TTE
Amazi ng!

DI SSOLVE TGO

EXT. AVHERST STREET -- N GHT

Dr. Carritte, carrying a large box, is on his way to the
Teed house. On the street, the doctor runs into ARTHUR
DAVI SON, 47, a farner.

DAVI SON
Eveni ng, Doc.

DR. CARRI TTE
Eveni ng. Say, M. Davison, are you
ina hurry?

DAVI SON
Not particul ar.

DR CARRI TTE
Wuld you go with ne to the Teed
house for a few mnutes? I'mafraid
Esther Cox is not going to nake it
t hrough the night. 1've tried
everything to arouse her from an
unconsci ous state, but nothing
works, and as a last resort, |’'m
going to try this battery. WIIl you
give ne a hand setting it up?

DAVI SON
Sure, Doc. | hate to hear that
about the Cox girl.
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| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

When Davison and Dr. Carritte arrive and see Esther in her
bed, she appears to be dead.

After several seconds, there is a violent heaving from her
breast down to her |egs. Her body seens to fill up like a
ball oon, lifting the bedcl othes, then suddenly coll apse.

Thi s happens regul arly, about every 15 seconds, as the
doctor and Davison work to set up the battery.

Aive and Daniel seemto expect Esther’s death at any
noment .

DAVI SON
(quietly)
Lordy, this is the hardest scene
| " ve ever wi tnessed.

All at once, those in the room hear FAI NT TAPPI NGS

DAVI SON ( CONT’ D)
VWhat's that?

He |istens, noving his head down toward the foot of the bed.

DAVI SON ( CONT’ D)
It’s coming fromthe footboard.

The NO SES GROW LOUDER AND LOUDER.

Suddenly the NO SES STOP, and Est her opens her eyes and
begins breathing normally. Oive rushes to her side. Esther
tries to sit up.

ESTHER
|”ve got to get those potatoes
peel ed.

A ive stops her.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Is it too |ate? |Is supper over?

QLI VE
(laughing with relief)
It’s all right, don’t worry about
t he pot at oes!

She hugs Est her.
DI SSOLVE TO
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| NT. TEED PARLOR -- N GHT

Est her and A ive do needl ework, Jennie reads a novel, and
Dani el reads a newspaper. The POUNDI NG SOUNDS conti nue.

Dani el nust speak loudly to be heard above the racket.

DANI EL
One good thing about this noise..

oLl VE
(1 ooki ng up)
What’ s that, Dan?

DANI EL
[t'll shake sonme of the snow off
t he roof.

Aive and Jennie LAUGH Esther stops her needl ework to rub
her eyes. dive notices.

QLI VE
Are you all right, Ess?
ESTHER
| don’t know. | nay be getting a
col d.
QLI VE
Oh, | hope not, so close to
Chri st mas.
ESTHER
| think I'll go to bed early.
Ll VE

That’'s a good i dea.

Est her puts down her needl ework and starts to stand, but
before she rises all the way, she faints. The POUNDI NG
SOUNDS | MVEDI ATELY STOP.

JENNI E
Est her!

Aive and Jennie drop their things and rush to Esther.
oLl VE
She’ s burning up. Dan, help ne get

her up to bed. Jennie, go get Dr.
Carritte.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI E
Al right.

QLI VE
And bundl e up! W don’t need two
sick girls in the house.

JENNI E
I will.

Jenni e quickly puts on her coat as Daniel carries Esther
upstairs.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Dr. Carritte finishes exam ning Esther, who is stil
unconsci ous and seens to be having difficulty breathing.

A ive and Jenni e stand near by.

DR CARRI TTE
Di pht heri a.

JENNI E
Oh, no!

DR CARRI TTE
She’s young and strong, and we’ve
caught it early. | expect a ful
recovery.

OLl VE
Thank God.

DR CARRI TTE
Keep her quiet, and try to get
plenty of liquids in her.
dive nods.

DR. CARRI TTE ( CONT' D)
How has she been ot herw se?

QLl VE
Fi ne, fine.

DR. CARRI TTE
No nore strange noi ses?

Aive |l ooks at Jennie with surprise.

( CONTI NUED)
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QLI VE
The pounding -- it stopped!
JENNI E
You' re right! | didn’'t even notice.

DR CARRI TTE
So it’s been happening regularly?

oLl VE
Right up until...well...Daniel nade
a joke about it just before Esther
fainted, renmenber Jennie?

JENNI E
Yes.

oLl VE
It must’ ve stopped after that.

DR CARRI TTE
Vell. Let’s hope it stays quiet for
a while so this child can get sone
rest.

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM - - DAY

Est her packs a suitcase. Aive stands cl ose by.

OLl VE
Esther, are you sure you' re up to
this trip?

ESTHER

After lying in bed for two weeks, |
think I’ mready for anything.

aLl VE
But traveling all the way to New
Brunswi ck? You' re still weak. Wn't

you change your m nd?

ESTHER
I’1l be fine. You know Nellie w |
take good care of ne. She’'s even
nore of a nother hen than you are,
if that’s possible. And | can’'t
wait to see our new niece.
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| NT. / EXT. SNOADEN HOME -- NEW BRUNSW CK -- DAY/ NI GHT

Esther visits the hone of one of her older sisters, NELLIE
SNOWDEN

MONTAGE:

Esther eats; plays with her nieces and nephews in the snow,
feeds the baby; and plays cards with Nellie and her husband
JOHN SNOWDEN.

Everything is cal mand nor nal

ESTHER (V. Q)
| ve never eaten so nuch in ny
life! And, honestly, it |ooked Iike
t he baby was growi ng every day. |I'm
sure | won't even recogni ze her the
next tinme | see her...

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S SECOND BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Esther and Jennie are in bed, but in a different bedroomin
the Teed house. Esther continues telling her sister about
the visit.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
... Everything was so qui et and
peaceful those two weeks. It was
I i ke heaven.
(after a serious pause)
|’ ve been...nervous about com ng
back hone.

JENNI E
Everything’ s all right now There
hasn’t been a single strange noise
since you left. And we noved our
bedroomto this room Things wll
be different in here -- a new
begi nning for you in a new bedroom

ESTHER
| was so surprised! | like this
room thank --
She stops and turns her head, |istening to sonething.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Do you hear that?

Jennie |listens, but hears nothing.

( CONTI NUED)
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JENNI E
VWhat ?

ESTHER
That voi cel

JENNI E
You hear a voice?

ESTHER
Sh- h!

She |listens, then starts to cry.

JENNI E

Est her, what’s wong??
ESTHER
(terrified)

The voice said...this house is
going to be set on fire tonight.

I NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S SECOND BEDROOM -- NI GHT

A few mnutes later, Aive, Daniel, and WIIliam have been
called into Esther and Jennie’'s room Esther tells them what
she heard.

ESTHER
It said it had once lived on the
earth, but it has been dead for
sonme years, and is now only a

ghost .

OLl VE
Est her, you know that isn’t
possi bl e.

W LLI AM

There’s no such thing as a ghost.

DANI EL
Reverend Clay said that all the
troubl es we’ve had were caused by
electricity. Ghosts cannot set a
house on fire.

At that nonent, to the amazenent and alarmof all, a lighted
mat ch appears out of thin air and falls fromthe ceiling to
the bed. Jennie quickly puts out the match before it can
catch the bedding on fire.

( CONTI NUED)
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DANI EL ( CONT’ D)
VWhere did that cone fronf

OLl VE
(1 ooking toward the ceiling)
Look, there’'s anot her!

Anot her |ighted match appears from nowhere and drops onto
the bed. Jennie puts it out as well.

DANI EL
Did you see that?

W LLI AM
It cane out of thin air!

ESTHER

(crying)
This can’t be happeni ng!

Anot her lighted match falls fromthe ceiling into a corner
of the room Jennie sees it and points.

JENNI E
Over therel

Dani el runs to the corner and steps on the match. Anot her
falls in another part of the room And another. And anot her.

Soon Daniel, Aive, Jennie, Wlliam and Esther are putting
out small fires all over the bedroom

Suddenly, a giant BOOM shakes the room and matches stop
appearing. dive starts out of the room

aLl VE
| have to check on the boys --
Daniel, we need to |look in every
room of the house to see if there
are nore firesl!

DANI EL
Ri ght!

Everyone scatters.

Esther starts to get out of her bed when she suddenly seens
to have a strange sensation in her stomach. She | ooks down
at her abdonen.

Through her ni ghtgown, Esther sees sonethi ng snakeli ke
nmovi ng around in her stomach. She SCREAMS.

Aive is the first to respond.

( CONTI NUED)
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QLl VE
What is it?
(w I dly | ooking around)
Anot her fire?

Est her has her hands on her stomach.

ESTHER
No, it’s...l thought...there was
sonet hi ng noving. ..inside ne.

A ive approaches Esther.

QLI VE
Here, let nme feel.

She carefully presses around Esther’s abdonen, then shakes
her head.

QLI VE
| don’t feel anything.

Jennie, Daniel, and Wlliamreturn to the room

JENNI E
What’ s wong?

ESTHER
It’s nothing. |’ m going crazy.

There is a LOWNWRUMBLE in the room

DANI EL
Maybe we can talk to it again
(into the air)
Al right, you -- whatever you are
-- knock three tinmes for yes and
one time for no -- are you going to
set our house on fire tonight?

There are THREE DI STI NCT KNOCKS.
" gowns is torn froma nail on

| edi ately, one of the girls
I, set on fire, and roll ed under

the wall, wadded into a ba
t he bed.

Dani el at once pulls the gown fromunder the bed, then he
and WIIliamextinguish the flanes.

Aive, who already | ooks tired, is near tears.

( CONTI NUED)
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QLI VE
What are we supposed to do now? W
can’t go to sleep. The house w |
burn down around us. W can never
sl eep agai n.

Seeing Aive frightened nakes Daniel angry. He yells at the
invisible entity.

DANI EL

You big coward! Show yoursel f! SHOW
YOURSELF!

Everyone waits, but there is no response. Aive puts her
hand on Daniel’s arm He cal ns down and turns to her.

DANI EL ( CONT’ D)

W' || take turns sl eeping.
JENNI E
| don’t think any of us will be

able to sleep tonight.

OLl VE
[’11 make cof fee.

Everyone heads for the kitchen.

| NT. TEED BARN -- DAY
Adive mlks the cow Daniel stonps angrily into the barn.

DANI EL
They noved out! Can you believe it?

OLl VE
What ?

DANI EL
My brother John and your brother
Wlliamare lily-livered cowards,
that’s all there is to it!

Aive rises and wal ks over to Daniel.
QLI VE
They’' re just boys. Besides, | w sh

| had the freedomto pack up and
nove away fromall this. Don’'t you?

( CONTI NUED)
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DANI EL
| don’t know.
(after a pause)
Yes.

A ive hugs her husband.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- DAY
Aive churns. A few feet away, Esther washes di shes.
Suddenly A ive notices snoke com ng fromthe cellar door.

Ol VE
Est her!

Est her hears the panic in Aive' s voice and turns to | ook.
Aive is so frightened that she is frozen in place. Esther
follows her sister’s gaze and sees the snpke.

A ive regains her conposure and grabs a bucket of water
sitting on the table. She opens the cellar door and rushes
down the stairs.

| NT. CELLAR -- CONTI NUOUS

Aive runs down the stairs, spilling half the water fromthe
bucket. Esther follows Oive and stands in shock, staring.

In a far corner of the cellar, a barrel of wood shavi ngs
bl azes up al nost to the ceiling.

Aive pours the water fromthe bucket onto the fire.

Both Esther and AQive are nearly suffocating fromthe dense,

bl ack snoke filling the cellar. Sonehow Aive nanages to
speak.
QLI VE
| f Dan were hone, he could put it
out!
ESTHER

Ch, what shall we do?

oLl VE
We’ve got to run outside and cal
for help -- hurry, or the whole
house w Il burn down!

Esther and A ive, choked with snoke, run back upstairs.
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EXT. TEED HOUSE -- CONTI NUQUS

Yelling loudly, Esther and AQive run out of the house and
into the street.

ESTHER AND OL| VE
Firel! Firel

Their cries arouse the entire nei ghborhood. A STRANGER who
happens to be passing stops and speaks with urgency to
Aive.

STRANGER
VWhere is it?

oLl VE
In the cell ar!

The man instantly throws off his coat and rushes into the
house.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

The stranger grabs a rug fromthe floor and runs down into
the cellar.

| NT. CELLAR -- CONTI NUOUS
The stranger snothers the flanmes with the rug.

QLI VE (V.Q)
He put out the fire, and then he
wal ked out of the house and was
lost in the crowd...

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- N GHT

Aive continues telling Dani el about the stranger. Esther is
also in the room

aLl VE
...Wat’s so strange is that nobody
knows who he was or where he cane
from

DANI EL
You didn’t even get to thank hinf

( CONTI NUED)
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oLl VE
(shaki ng her head)
He di sappeared before | had a

chance.

ESTHER
| think he was an angel sent to
hel p us.

QLI VE

(suddenl y excited)
Oh, Esther, do you really think so?

Est her nods.

OLI VE (CONT’ D)
Dani el , wouldn’t that be sonething?
(quoting the Bible)
"...sonme have entertai ned angels
unawar es. "

DANI EL
That’ s not exactly what 1’d call
"entertaining."

Esther G GGLES. A ive slaps Daniel on the arm
Dl SSCLVE TO

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- NI GHT

Dani el ’s hand holds a copy of the Amherst Gazette. A
headl i ne reads:

MYSTERI QUS FORCE SETS FI RE I N HOUSE

A ive, Esther, and Jennie are also in the room Snokey, the
Teeds’ gray-and-white cat, washes herself on the sofa beside
Est her.

Dani el reads al oud fromthe newspaper article.

DANI EL
“...and if the Teed house catches
fire while the wind is blowing from
t he bay, nothing can possibly save
the entire village of Amherst from
bei ng reduced to ashes."

ALl VE

What do they want us to do -- |eave
t own?

( CONTI NUED)
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Suddenly the cat springs up as if startled, the hair on her
tail and back standing erect. Wth a frightened stare, she
wat ches sonething in a distant corner of the room

A second |l ater, Esther junps to her feet and seens paral yzed
with fear.

JENNI E
Esther -- what is it?

After a nmoment, Esther recovers sone of her self-control and
points with a trenbling hand to the corner.

ESTHER
Look there -- | ook there! My God,
it’s the ghost!

The ot hers | ook, but see not hing.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Don’t you see hinf He' s standing
right there! He’s l|aughing at us!

She pauses as if listening to sonething.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
He says | nust |eave this house
tonight, or he’'ll start a fire in
the loft under the roof and burn us
all to death

The cat suddenly seens to relax a bit and stops staring
toward the corner.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)

He' s gone.
(to Aive)
Oh! What shall | do? Were shall

go? The ground is covered with
snow But | can't stay here or
he’'ll do what he threatens, he
al ways does! Ch, | wish I were
dead!

She col | apses to the floor, CRYING LOUDLY in an agony of
grief and fear. dive lifts her fromthe floor and gently
pl aces her on the sofa.

DANI EL
Sonmething will have to be done, and
qui ckly, too, because it’s a w ndy
night. If this house catches fire,
the whole village could burn down.

( CONTI NUED)
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(gently, to Esther)
You' Il have to go, Esther

JENNI E
But where can she go? None of our
nei ghbors will take her in --
they’'re all afraid of her.

After a nonent, Daniel suddenly seens to think of soneone.

DANI EL
What about John Wiite? He' s al ways
aski ng about Esther, and his house
sits out by itself -- if it
catches, at least the fire won't
spread to the rest of the vill age.

QLI VE
Oh, Daniel -- the owner of the
sal oon?
DANI EL
It’s a restaurant. They serve food.
QLI VE
And dri nk.
DANI EL
(shrugs)
If you can think of a better place,
tell ne.

After a nonent, Aive gives up and shakes her head. Esther

| ooks frightened.

| NT. VWHI TE HOVE -- DAY/ NI GHT

MONTAGE:

Est her sews; does housework; reads; eats; and plays ganes
wth JOHN VHI TE, 35, MRS. WH TE, 30, and their two children,
MARY, 11, and FREDERI CK, 8. Esther |ooks healthy, relaxed,
and cont ent ed.

I NT. WHI TE KI TCHEN -- DAY

Esther and Ms. White work in the kitchen. M. Wite arrives
home fromwork. White' s children run up to him

( CONTI NUED)
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MARY AND FREDERI CK

Hi , Daddy!

VH TE
Hel | o!

MARY
Daddy, may we have a penny for sone
candy?

VH TE
Guess how rmuch change | have in ny
pocket, and I’'ll give you a penny.

MARY
(di sappoi nt ed)
Daddy, you know we never get it

right!

VWH TE
Try!

MARY
25 cents.

FREDERI CK

| think you have 50 cents!

MARY
Est her, how nmuch change do you
t hi nk Daddy has in his pocket?

Esther turns to | ook at them but seens to see sonething
el se. She listens to something a nonment before she answers.

ESTHER
87 cents.
VH TE
87 -- well, that’'s an unusual

guess! Let’'s see.

He pulls the change from his pocket, counts it, and | ooks
sur pri sed.

VWH TE
Well, how about that -- exactly 87
cent s!

The children are surprised and pl eased. Wiite | ooks worried,
but tries to hide it. He gives his kids a penny.
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VWH TE ( CONT’ D)
Here, since Esther got it right.

MARY
Thanks, Daddy!

FREDERI CK
Thank you, Daddy!

They start out of the kitchen.

MRS. WHI TE
Hurry back, supper wll be ready
soon. And don’t eat any of the
candy before supper!

The ki ds GROAN W TH DI SAPPO NTMENT on their way out.
When the children have gone, Wite turns to Esther.

VHI TE
Est her, how did you know how nuch

change | had in ny pocket?

ESTHER
The ghost told ne.

VWH TE
He's here -- now?

ESTHER
Yes.

Wiite | ooks down at the change in his hand.
VWH TE
Est her, can the ghost tell ne the
year this penny was m nted?
Esther seens to listen to sonething, then she answers.

ESTHER
1872.

Wiite | ooks down at the penny.

VWH TE
That’'s right.
(pause)

And this nickel?

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
(after listening for a nonent)
1868.

VWH TE
And this one?

ESTHER
(after listening)
1877.

Wiite | ooks at his wife and nods. Both | ook frightened.

I NT. WHI TE PARLOR -- N GHT

Esther and Ms. Wiite do needl ework, M. Wiite reads, and
Mary and Frederick play a ganme on the fl oor.

After a nonent, Ms. Wiite sniffs the air and | ooks at
Est her .

MRS. VWH TE
Do you snell snoke?

She junps up and runs into the kitchen, followed closely by
her husband and Est her.

I NT. VWHI TE KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

The three hurry into the kitchen to find the wooden churn on
fire.

MRS. VWH TE
My churn!

White quickly opens the door to the outside and kicks the
churn out into the snow. He then picks up handfuls of snow
and throws themonto the churn, dowsing the flanes.

MRS. WHI TE ( CONT’ D)
How on earth did ny churn catch
fire?

At that nonment, the three adults hear Frederick and Mary’s
SCREAMS from the parl or

MRS. VH TE ( CONT’ D)
The chil dren!
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I NT. VWHI TE PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Ms. White, her husband, and Esther rush back into the
parlor to find Mary and Frederick backing away fromtheir
gane on the floor, which is in flanes.

Wi te yanks a heavy rug fromthe floor and uses it to
snot her the fire.

MRS. WHI TE
Mary, what happened?

MARY
| don’t know, we were just playing
and then it was on fire!

VHI TE
We' d better check the rest of the
house. Esther, you stay here with
t he ki ds.

Est her nods. M. and Ms. Wiite hurry off to check the other
roons. Mary and Frederick nove close to Esther for confort.

Est her holds themin a hug.

ESTHER
Are you two all right?

MARY
Yes.

FREDERI CK
Wiy is everything getting on fire?

ESTHER
| don’t know, Freddy.

She | ooks frightened. M. and Ms. Wiite return.

VWH TE
Everything' s fine.

Ms. White forces a smle to confort the children.

MRS. WH TE
No nore fires.
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I NT. VWHI TE KI TCHEN -- DAY

Early the next norning, Esther and M. and Ms. Wite eat
br eakf ast .

VH TE
Esther, ny wife and | spoke | ast
ni ght, and we thought, well, it

m ght be safer if you conme with ne
to work of a day.

ESTHER
You...want ne to cone to work with
you at the...sal oon?

VWH TE
Just for a while, until things get
back to normal. W can’t risk the
house catching fire with the
children here. You under st and.

ESTHER
O course. Al right.

I NT. WHITE'S OYSTER SALOON -- KI TCHEN -- DAY
Est her works in the kitchen that adjoins the sal oon.

The door of a |arge cooking stove OPENS and SLAMS SHUT
i ncessantly by itself.

The LOUD NO SES so annoy M. Wiite that he braces the stove
door with an old axe handle so it cannot be opened.

A nonment | ater, however, the axe handle is yanked fromits
position, the stove door is lifted off its hinges, and both
are thrown across the room by the nysterious force. The
heavy door |lands with a trenendous CRASH

For a nonent, Wite stands frozen and speechl ess. Then he
runs to the door of his sal oon and | ooks out si de.
EXT. WH TE' S OYSTER SALCON -- CONTI NUOUS

MR, ROGERS happens to be passing by in the street. Wite
calls out to him

VWH TE
Rogers! Cone here a m nute.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 58.

ROGERS
VWhat is it, M. Wite?

I NT. WHI TE'S OYSTER SALOON -- KITCHEN -- DAY

Monents later, in the presence of Esther, Rogers helps Wite
put the heavy door back onto the stove.

No sooner do the two nen reattach the door to the stove than
it once again swings open, lifts itself off its hinges,
flies across the room and CRASHES onto the fl oor.

VH TE
Ah, DAW T!

Rogers is stunned. Esther |ooks worried.

EXT. THEATER -- NI GHT
A poster outside the theater announces:

ONE NI GHT ONLY -- LECTURE BY WALTER HUBBELL, RENOWNED FRAUD
| NVESTI GATOR

HUBBELL (O S.)
... Having been a professional actor
since ny early youth, I am
perfectly famliar with all the
mechani cal devi ces used upon the
stage to produce the illusive
effects that are so often the
wonder and admi ration of the
public..

| NT. THEATER -- CONTI NUQUS

On stage is WALTER HUBBELL, a handsone 27-year-old actor.
His |l ecture continues, enhanced by dramatic |ighting and
over wought ORGAN MJSI C.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
... Possessing this know edge gai ned
by years of experience, and being
perfectly famliar wth the nethods
and paraphernalia used by magici ans
in their exhibitions of
| egerdemain, | am beyond doubt,
conpetent to judge whether there
is, or is not, deception perforned
by so called "nediuns" and

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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HUBBELL (CONT' D) (cont’d)
"spiritualists.” The
"supernatural,"” |adies and
gentlenmen, is in the hands of
juggl ers and charl atans. Not one of
t hese "nmedi uns” has ever seen a
ghost or received a nessage from
one. Guesswork and deception
conpose the nedium s chi ef
stock-in-trade. These features,
ai ded by darkness, cabinets, nusic,
mrrors, and snoke --

Suddenly there is a | arge PUFF of snoke, and in it, Hubbel
vani shes fromthe stage. The audi ence GASPS.

A nonent later, there is another PUFF of snoke in the rear
of the theater, out of which Hubbell reappears and continues
speaki ng as he wal ks back up toward the stage.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
-- give nediuns the favorable
condi tions to hunbug thousands. |
say nost positively that no
"medi un can gi ve genui ne pertinent
comuni cations from ghosts of the
dead, and that all nediuns resort
to trickery and hocus- pocus.

Now back on the stage, Hubbell produces flanmes fromhis
fingertips with flash paper. The audi ence APPLAUDS w th
ent husi asm

I NT. WHITE' S OYSTER SALOON -- KITCHEN -- DAY

Est her washes di shes. Frederick White sits near her,
whittling with a small pocket knife. The two SI NG A HYMN as
t hey wor k

ESTHER AND FREDERI CK
"Yes, we’'l|l gather at the river,
t he beautiful, the beautiful river,
gather with the saints at the
river, that flows by the throne of
God --"

Suddenly Frederick’s pocket knife flies out of his hand and
stabs Esther in the back.

ESTHER
On!

( CONTI NUED)
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At first she isn't sure what has happened. Then she reaches
back and feels the knife.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Ch, Freddie, help ne.

The frightened boy junps up and pulls the knife from
Esther’s back. A large blood stain fornms on her dress.

Frederick pulls a handkerchief fromhis pocket, uses the
cloth to wipe the blood fromthe blade of his knife, then
closes the knife and puts it in his pocket.

No sooner is this done than the knife flies out of
Frederick’ s pocket, opens, and stabs Esther again in the
sane spot. She SCREAMS in pain.

ESTHER
Oh ny CGod!

FREDERI CK
Daddy, Daddy, cone qui ck!

Frederick again pulls the knife fromEsther’s back and w pes
the blood fromits bl ade.

This time, he runs his knife to the cash drawer, places the
knife inside, closes and | ocks the drawer, then puts the key
into his pocket.

M. Wiite hurries into the kitchen.

VHI TE
What’ s wrong?

He sees that Esther is bleeding.

VWH TE ( CONT’ D)
Good Lord! What happened?

He helps her to a chair.

INT. VWH TE'S OYSTER SALOON -- NI GHT

Several CUSTOVERS are in the sal oon, sone eating, nost
drinking. A regular, MR MCCABE, has already had a few
drinks. He speaks with M. Wite.

MCCABE

The little lady is doing better
now?

( CONTI NUED)
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VH TE
Yes, she’s fine.
MCCABE
Where is she tonight?
VH TE
She’s here, in the back washing
Sone pans.
MCCABE
Bring her on out, | brought

sonet hing for her.
He bends down and picks up sonething wapped in a cloth.

VH TE
Esther! Can you come out here?

After a nonent, Esther, drying her hands, cones into the
sal oon fromthe kitchen. As she enters, several dishes
behind the bar |eap off the shelves and CRASH to the fl oor.
Est her | ooks enbarrassed.

MCCABE
Here she i s!
ESTHER
Hel l o, M. MCabe.
(to Wite)
"1l clean those up in a m nute,
M. Wite.
MCCABE

| have sonething here | want to
show you, darlin’.

DRUNKEN CUSTOVER
That’ s what he says to all the
| adi es!

This is nmet wwth a general LAUGH

MCCABE

No, no! | have here four iron
spi kes.

(unwr appi ng them
|’ve heard that sonme spirits don't
like the taste of iron, so these
spi kes mi ght be just the thing for
gettin rid of 'um

Everyone in the bar takes notice now.

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
What . .. what am | supposed to do
with then

McCabe pulls out a chair.

MCCABE
Here, sit ye down.

Est her sits.

MCCABE
Now, take these one at a tine...
(handi ng her the spikes)
...and lay themright there on your
per son.

Est her takes the iron spikes and | ays them across her | ap.
Many of the sal oon patrons nove in closer. Everyone waits in
anti ci pation.

At first, nothing happens. After a few nonments, Esther
shifts unconfortably in her seat.

ESTHER
l...1 think they’'re getting warm

She touches one of the spikes with her hand, then quickly
pull's her hand away as if the nmetal is too hot to touch.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Oh!

At that nonent, the four spikes turn red hot and are thrown
by an invisible force all the way across the sal oon, where
they CRASH into the front door.

Esther |l eaps to her feet and brushes off her snoking apron.
Several sal oon custoners GASP in shock.

MCCABE
Dear God i n heaven

Suddenly all the chairs in the saloon slide across the fl oor
and CRASH into the front door.

This frightens the custoners, who run toward the exit and
throw the chairs out of their way to get to the door.

When the custoners finally reach the exit, the front door is

violently WRENCHED off its hinges and flung to the ground
with terrific force. The terrified custonmers run outside.

( CONTI NUED)
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Est her | ooks at Wite, who shakes his head and w pes sweat
fromhis face.

VWH TE
This ain’t good for business.

| NT. THEATER DRESSI NG ROOM - - NI GHT

Wal ter Hubbell and anot her actor, LEWS BAKER, share a snal
dressing room The nmen put on nakeup and costumes for a
per f or mance.

BAKER
Did you read the paper this
nmor ni ng, Hubbel | ?

HUBBELL
No, what’'s in it?

BAKER
There’s an article you m ght be
interested in.

He hands Hubbell a newspaper. Hubbell |ooks at it. The paper
has an article titled:

THE AMHERST MYSTERY

Hubbel | quickly scans the article. H's mnd seens to be
raci ng.

HUBBEL L
Nova Scotia is nice this tinme of
year, isn't it, Baker?

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- DAY

The early sumrer norning is cloudy. A man’s hand KNOCKS on
the front door.

After a nonent, Esther opens the door.
Wal ter Hubbell, actor/fraud investigator, holds an unbrella
and a |l arge satchel in one hand, and politely renove his hat
with the other hand.

HUBBELL

Good day, |'m Walter Hubbell, |
bel i eve you’' re expecting nme?

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
(shyly) _
Oh, yes, won’'t you come in?
HUBBEL L
Thank you.

Hubbel | enters the Teed house and cl oses the door. Beside
the front door sits a half-full bucket of water. Suddenly
the water in the bucket becones agitated, bubbles, and

st eans.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- N GHT

Esther, Aive, Daniel, Jennie, M. Wite, and Walter Hubbel
TALK and drink coffee at the large kitchen table.

Suddenly there is an odd SCRATCH NG SOUND at the table.
Everyone stops tal king.

ESTHER
They’ ve cone back.

Hubbel I bends down and | ooks under the table but finds
not hi ng unusual .

HUBBEL L
W11l everyone please back away from
t he tabl e?

Esther, Adive, Daniel, Jennie, and M. Wiite do as asked.
The SCRATCHI NG SOUNDS CONTI NUE from the table.

Hubbel | pulls out a couple of chairs and crawl s under the
table to try to find the source of the sound, but he finds
not hi ng.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Hnm

He crawl s out fromunder the table, then he stands.

ESTHER
Bob Nickle is here.

HUBBEL L
Bob N ckl e?

JENNI E
That’ s the name of the ghost.

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
Wuld you |ike to ask hima
guesti on?

HUBBELL
(nods)
Where is he?

ESTHER
There, by the table.

HUBBELL
| don’t see anything.

ESTHER
He' s there nevert hel ess.

HUBBEL L
Al right --
(glancing into the parlor)
-- ask himwhat tine it is by the
clock in the parlor.

The others in the roomstart to turn to see the parlor
cl ock.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
No one | ook! Keep your eyes in this
room

Everyone seens to understand that Hubbell is making sure no
one is trying to trick him so they obey. Hubbell repeats
his question in a | ouder voice.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
VWhat tinme is it by the parlor
cl ock?

At that nonent, there are NINE KNOCKS on the kitchen table,
then a brief pause, FOUR MORE KNOCKS, another brief pause,
and El GHT MORE KNOCKS.

During the knocking, Hubbell |ooks at all persons present,
wat chi ng their hands and feet to nake sure no one is making
t he sounds.

VWhen t he KNOCKI NG STOPS, Hubbell | ooks back at the clock in
the parlor.
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| NT. TEED PARLOR -- HUBBELL'S P. O V. -- CONTI NUOUS
The cl ock says 9:48.

I NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

HUBBEL L
Very good. Now -- what tine is it
by ny pocket watch?

In answer, there are 10 KNOCKS on the table, a brief pause,
and THREE MORE KNOCKS.

Hubbel | pulls out his pocket watch and | ooks at the tine.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
That’s correct. | keep ny watch 15
m nutes fast so I’ mnever late for
an appoi nt nent .

Hubbel |l turns to Esther.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
If | whistle "Yankee Doodle," can
it keep correct tinme?

There are THREE KNOCKS on the table.

ESTHER
Three knocks neans "yes."

Hubbel | begi ns WHI STLI NG THE SONG " YANKEE DOCDLE." The
KNOCKS on the tabl e keep perfect tinme with the song.

When the tune is over, Hubbell imedi ately asks anot her
guesti on.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
| have a quarter in ny pocket.
What’s the date on the coin?

Instantly there is ONE KNOCK, a brief pause, ElIGHT MORE
KNOCKS, a brief pause, SEVEN MORE KNOCKS, a brief pause, and
FI VE MORE KNOCKS.

Hubbel | takes the coin fromhis pocket, |ooks at it, and
gives a little LAUGH

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
That's right -- 1875. Amazing.
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| NT. HOTEL ROOM -- NI GHT

Wal ter Hubbell sits at a desk and conposes a letter. He
wites quickly, as if he is excited. The letter says in
part:

"Instead of exposing the girl as a fraud, now I’I|l be trying
to convince audi ences that her powers are real."

EXT. TRAIN STATION -- DAY

Est her, Walter Hubbell, and M. Wiite are at the station to
catch a train. dive is there to see Esther off.

Ll VE
|’ mnot sure this "lecture tour" is
a good idea. Wat if things get
wor se?

ESTHER
Then we’ Il stop. M. Hubbell says |
can nake a little noney this way.

QLI VE
| know, but...you hurry back hone
i f anything bad happens. O even if
it doesn’t. You know you’'re al ways
wel cone here.

ESTHER
| know.

She hugs d i ve.

EXT. HOTEL -- DAY

A cloud noves over the sun, casting a shadow over the |arge
Victorian building in Moncton, New Brunsw ck.

Esther, Walter Hubbell, and M. White carry a few pieces of
| uggage fromthe nearby train station to the hotel

Est her notices sonething on the other side of the street.
ESTHER
Ch, look -- there’'s a Bapti st

church right across the street. |
want to go on Sunday.

( CONTI NUED)
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VWH TE
"1l go with you, Esther
ESTHER
Ch, that’ Il be fine. Wuld you cone

too, M. Hubbell?
HUBBEL L
M ght be interesting.
| NT. HOTEL PARLCR -- DAY

Monents | ater, Esther, Hubbell, and White have arrived at
the hotel and begin checking in.

Est her notices sonething in the parlor. She speaks quietly
to Hubbel I.

ESTHER
Bob has foll owed us here.

HUBBEL L
Oh -- are you sure?

ESTHER
Yes.

HUBBEL L
Can you see hinf

ESTHER
Yes.

HUBBEL L

(gl anci ng around)
Were is he?

Esther nods toward a seating area about 15 feet away. In
t hat noment, Hubbell sees that a |arge rocking chair slowy
rocks on its own.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
(startl ed)

(a pause)
Vell, it’s to our advantage that
he’s here -- maybe he’ Il put on a
good show for the audi ence at our
| ecture.

Est her does not | ook encouraged.
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| NT. BAPTI ST CHURCH -- NI GHT

Est her, Hubbell, and M. VWiite stand in front of a pewin
t he back of the church. The CONGREGATI ON stands and SINGS A
HYMN, acconpani ed by an ORGAN

CONGREGATI ON
"What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear,
what a privilege to carry,
everything to God in prayer --"
Suddenly, a terrific KNOCKI NG SOUND begins. It seens to be
comng fromthe pewin front of Esther and her friends.

Everyone stops singing and turns to | ook. The KNOCKI NG
CONTI NUES.

ESTHER
(1 n a whisper)
Stop it, pleasel

The NO SE STOPS. After a noment, the ORGAN ST begi ns PLAYI NG
agai n, and the congregati on CONTI NUES SI NG NG

CONGREGATI ON
"O what peace we often forfeit, O
what needl ess pain we bear, all
because we do not carry everything
to God in prayer --"

The KNOCKI NG STARTS agai n, but nmuch FASTER AND LOUDER. The
congregation STOPS SI NG NG Esther WH SPERS LOUDLY.

ESTHER
Stop it!

For a nmoment, the NO SE STOPS, then it BREAKS QUT AGAI N
LOUDER AND FASTER THAN BEFORE.

Suddenly a kneeling stool slides across the floor and
CRASHES into a wall.

Then, the hymm books held by Esther, Hubbell, and Wiite are
yanked fromtheir hands by an invisible force and thrown
toward the front of the church. Many in the congregation
GASP i n shock

Esther is nortified. She shakes her head and exits the pew.

Hubbel | and White follow Esther quietly apol ogizes to a
WOVAN she passes on the way out.

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
|’ mso sorry!

The three | eave the church. As soon as Esther is out the
door, the POUNDI NG NO SE STOPS.

| NT. HOTEL -- N GHT
Monents | ater, Esther, Hubbell, and White reenter the hotel.

HUBBEL L
| had a feeling sonething |ike that
m ght happen. Churches and evil
spirits don’t mXx.

ESTHER
Wiy didn’t you tell nme? |I’ve never
been so enbarrassed in ny life.

| NT. HOTEL PARLOR -- DAY

Esther sits alone, witing a letter near a wi ndow on the
first floor of the hotel.

Unexpectedly, the fan in the open window falls off the sill
and outside onto the porch.

Esther is startled, then realizes what has happened. She
puts aside her letter and wal ks out onto the porch.

EXT. HOTEL PORCH -- CONTI NUOUS

Est her wal ks to the fan, picks it up, sets it back into the
wi ndow, and wal ks back to the door of the hotel.

When she starts to enter, Esther sees that a |arge,
upsi de-down arncthair bl ocks the doorway. Esther gl ances
around inside the door, but no one is in sight.

ESTHER
Hel | 0?

No one answers. Esther tries pushing the chair aside so she
can reenter the hotel, but she is not strong enough. She
calls back inside the hotel.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Porter?

There is no response. She tries noving the chair again, but
she cannot. Frustrated, she calls | ouder.
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ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Porter!

| medi ately a PORTER answers, startling Esther.

PORTER
Yes, nm’ anf

ESTHER
Porter, could you help ne nove this
chair, please? | can’'t get back in.

PORTER
Uh, vyes.

Wth sone difficulty, he turns the heavy arnthair right side
up and noves it out of the way.

PORTER ( CONT’ D)
I f you don’t mnd nmy asking, do you
know why the chair was here?

ESTHER
| don’t know, the fan fell out the
wi ndow, and | cane out here to put
it back, and when | tried to go
back the hotel, this chair was
bl ocki ng the way.

PORTER
(j oki ng)
Looks like it tried to follow you
out!
Est her | ooks worri ed.

ESTHER
Thank you for your help.

She reenters the hotel.

| NT. HOTEL PARLCOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Est her wal ks back to her seat near the w ndow, picks up her
letter, and starts witing again.

In the background, the porter slowy noves the heavy
arnchair back into place on the far side of the parlor.

Wal ter Hubbel | approaches Esther and sits in a chair near
her. Esther | ooks up at him
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HUBBEL L
Don’'t stop, go on with your letter.

ESTHER
Ch, it’s nothing. Just sonething to
keep nme busy.

HUBBEL L
Are you all right?
ESTHER
I'mfine. Alittle honesi ck. How
are you?
HUBBEL L
Fi ne. Not homesick. | travel al

the time. The world is ny hone.

ESTHER
That nust be ni ce.
HUBBEL L
Sonetines it is. Sonetines it

isnt.
Wth a puzzl ed expression, he glances down at Esther’s hand.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
How do you do that?

ESTHER
VWhat ?

HUBBEL L
Talk to ne and wite your letter at
the sanme tine.

ESTHER
Hm??

She | ooks down to see that her hand is busily witing on the
paper.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)

But -- I"'mnot doing it -- |’ m not
writing.
HUBBEL L
(frowni ng)

Your hand is. Wiat is it witing?

( CONTI NUED)
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Her hand continues witing rapidly across the sheet of
paper. Esther |ooks down and reads. As she sees the words,
she | ooks shocked and di sgusted. She pulls away the paper
with her other hand and wads it up.

ESTHER
Foul language -- | didn't wite it,
honest | didn’'t! The handwiting
isn’t even m nel

HUBBEL L
| believe you.
Esther’s hand still noves, witing in the air.
HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
| have an idea -- let’'s ask it a
guestion. W Il see if it wites an

answer. Here, put another piece of
paper under your pen...

As he slides a sheet of paper under Esther’s hand, he asks a
guesti on.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
This question is for the entity
t hat has control of Esther’s hand
-- who are you? What’s your nane?

Est her’ s hand pauses a nonent, then wites the words,
"Maggi e Fisher."

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
"Maggi e Fisher" --
(to Esther)
Do you know sonmeone named Maggi e
Fi sher?

Est her shakes her head. Her hand begins witing again
Hubbel | reads the words aloud as they are witten.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
"lI...attended the red...school house
on the hill
in...Upper...Stew acke. "

ESTHER
That’ s where | went to school! But
| don’t renenber anyone naned
Maggi e Fi sher.

Esther’s hand continues witing. Hubbell reads the words.
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HUBBEL L
"I went to...school there...before
Mss Cox did. By the tine
she...started, | had left."
(to Esther)
s this true?

ESTHER
| have no idea.

In that instant, there is an EXPLOSI VE POPPI NG SOUND, and
the fan falls out the w ndow agai n.

Est her suddenly | ooks faint, and her hand stops witing.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
| don't feel very well.

HUBBELL
Let’s get you upstairs.

He hel ps Esther up fromthe chair and wal ks with her toward
the stairs.

I NT. ESTHER S HOTEL ROOM -- NI GHT

Later that night, Esther lies in bed, swollen, and breathing
with difficulty.

M. Wite sits in a chair near the bed.

Hubbel | KNOCKS LI GHTLY at the door and enters. He speaks
quietly to Wite.

HUBBEL L
How i s she?

VH TE
About the sane.

HUBBEL L
Can | speak with her?

VWH TE
(shrugs)
You can try.

HUBBEL L
Est her, can you hear ne?

Her hand reaches out. Hubbell takes it.
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HUBBELL
Esther, I'"mnot sure if you care
about this right now, but...]I
t el egraphed the public records
office in Upper Stew acke, and a
girl nanmed Maggi e Fisher did attend
the school there a few years before
you di d.

Est her responds with difficulty.

ESTHER
|s she...still alive?

HUBBEL L
(after a pause)
No. She died three years ago.

Esther starts crying.
ESTHER

Wiy is she torturing me? | didn't
even know her!

Hubbel | doesn’t have an answer. At that nonent, Esther
convul ses, and a LOUD SERI ES OF KNOCKS, so fast they are
al nrost a vibration, resonates through the room

As soon as the SOUNDS STOP, Esther rel axes, her swelling
goes down, she starts breathing nornally, and she falls into
a deep sl eep.

VH TE
She' |l be all right now It’'s the
sanme as al ways.

Hubbel | shakes his head in disbelief.

EXT. CHATHAM MASSACHUSETTS TRAI N STATI ON -- DAY

Hubbel |, M. Wite, and Esther, |ooking rested and healthy,
| eave the train station

I NT. MASONI C HALL -- NI GHT

Hubbel |, behind a | ectern, speaks before a full house.

Esther is also on the stage, sitting left of center. Hubbel
turns to her.
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HUBBEL L
| s the ghost here with us tonight,
M ss Cox?
ESTHER
(shyly)
Yes.
HUBBEL L
VWhere is he?
ESTHER
Besi de the door, in the back of the

room

The audi ence turns to | ook but sees not hing.

HUBBEL L
What’ s the ghost doi ng?
ESTHER
Laughi ng.
HUBBEL L

Laughi ng? At what ?

ESTHER
At...you.

A few people in the audi ence LAUGH Hubbell is unperturbed.

HUBBEL L

And why is he |aughing at nme?
ESTHER

He says. ..
HUBBELL

Yes? What does he say?
ESTHER
He says to tell you...there's no
such thing as a ghost.
The audi ence LAUGHS. A HECKLER cal I s out.

HECKLER
| coulda told you that!

The audi ence LAUGHS LOUDER
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HUBBEL L
(turning back to the audi ence)
Well...in conclusion, it is ny

belief that a person may be born
W th senses so acute, that he or
she literally lives in--

Unexpectedly, he is interrupted by an OLD MAN in t he
audi ence who stands and shakes his cane for enphasis as he
speaks.

OLD VAN
Bewar e, young man, beware! You
don’t know what you’'re dealing
with! The devil has many faces!

MURMURS ri ppl e through the audi ence. Hubbell ignores the
di sruption and conti nues.

HUBBEL L
-- that he or she literally live
in the world of nmen and the worl
of ghosts at the sane tine.
believe that M ss Esther Cox...

S
d

He hol ds out his armtoward Esther, who rises, bows her head
slightly, and gives a well-rehearsed snile.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
...1s one of these special people.
Thank you, and good ni ght.

There is a SMATTERI NG OF APPLAUSE. Soneone throws an egg,
whi ch SPLATS against the |lectern. The curtain cones down.
| NT. STAGE -- CONTI NUOUS

On the stage, now behind the curtain, Hubbell and Esther
hear LOUD VO CES in the auditorium

M. White hurries behind the curtain and speaks w th urgency
to Hubbell and Esther.

VH TE
Sone roughneck just tried to hit
me!

ESTHER

Ht you? Are you all right?
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HUBBELL
Did you collect our share of the
recei pts?

VWH TE
Yes, | have the noney here in ny
pocket .

HUBBELL

Gve it to ne.
M. White hands Hubbell the noney. He puts it in his pocket.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Stay here until | get Esther back
to the boardi nghouse.

M. Wiite nods. Hubbell | eads Esther outside.

EXT. CHATHAM STREET -- CONTI NUQUS

Hubbel | and Esther energe from a back door of the buil ding.
Reaching the street, they find a disorderly CROAD waiting
for them The people in the crowd suddenly get quiet when

t hey see Hubbel |l and Est her.

HUBBEL L
Esther, hold onto ny arm and don’t
| et go.

Esther takes his arm The two wal k quickly. They are
i mredi ately foll owed by the crowd.

Menbers of the disorderly nmob pick up stones and throw them
at Esther and Hubbell. The two start running.

EXT. BOARDI NGHOUSE -- CONTI NUOUS

Hubbel | and Esther quickly reach their boardi nghouse and run
i nside. The nob stays outside.

| NT. BOARDI NGHOUSE - - CONTI NUOUS

Esther is entirely unnerved by the incident and begi ns
SOBBI NG Hubbell takes her in his arns and tries to confort
her.

HUBBEL L
Now, now...you’'re not a rea
performer until you ve been run out
of town by an angry nob.
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ESTHER
But 1’"'mnot a perforner at all! I'm
just a girl!
Hubbel | seens to realize that Esther is right.

HUBBEL L
Yes. Yes, | know.

M. White suddenly enters the parlor fromthe back.

VH TE
| snuck out behind the crowd. Man,
this is the last straw -- |I'm

taki ng Esther hone on the next
train. If you re smart, M.

Hubbel I, you'll come with us. If we
stay on this tour, one of these
crowds is gonna tar and feather us,
or Wor se.

HUBBEL L
But M. Wiite --

VWH TE
No buts! Esther is under ny care,
and |’ mtaking her honme to her
sisters. W're | eaving tonight,
while we still have a chance.

He takes Esther’s hand and pulls her away from Hubbell, who
| ooks di sappoi nted, but resigned.
| NT. TEED PARLOR -- DAY

Wal ter Hubbell's unbrella sits in a corner near the front
door.

Hubbel |, alone in the parlor, sits in one of the easy chairs
and wites a letter. H s |l eather satchel |eans against his
chair.

SOUNDS OF MEAL PREPARATI ON cone fromthe Kkitchen.

Dryi ng her hands, Esther wal ks out of the kitchen into the
parl or.

ESTHER
Has the rain stopped?
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HUBBEL L
(gl anci ng out the w ndow)
| think so. At |east for now.

ESTHER
That’ s good. | need to cut weeds in
t he garden this afternoon.

She turns and opens the pantry door. Suddenly the unbrella
fromthe corner flies across the room passing directly over
Hubbel | s head, and | ands on the floor in the pantry

door way.

As Esther conmes out of the pantry with a dish in both hands,
a large carving knife WH ZZES out of the pantry, over her
head, and lands on the floor in front of Hubbell.

Hubbel | junps up fromhis chair and runs to | ook inside the
pantry.

| NT. PANTRY -- HUBBELL'S P.O V. -- CONTI NUCUS

No one is inside the small storage room

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS
Hubbel | | ooks at Est her.

HUBBEL L
Are you all right?

Est her nods. Hubbell |eans down and picks up the unbrella,
t hen wal ks back to his chair, where he picks up the knife
and sits down.

At that nmoment, Hubbell’s | eather satchel is thrown across
the room

In the sanme instant, a large chair rushes fromthe opposite
side of the room striking Hubbell’s chair with such force
that it nearly knocks himout of it.

Hubbel | rises. Al seven chairs in the parlor fall over.

ESTHER
| don’t think they |ike you.

Hubbel | foll ows Esther into the kitchen.
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I NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

As Hubbell enters the room all the chairs at the kitchen
table fall over. Hubbell starts picking up the chairs.

HUBBEL L
No, |’ mreasonably certain they
don't like nme, but I’'ve cone here
to investigate, and I'll remain

until they drive ne fromthe house.
At that nonent, the kitchen table is pushed over.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
Wi ch. .. may be sooner than |ater.

Est her gives Hubbell a cup of coffee, but his hands shake so
much, he can hardly hold the cup and saucer.

ESTHER
Don’t worry, you'll get used to
t hem soon

At that nonent, the rugs on the kitchen fl oor begin sliding
around, kicking up dust as they are jerked violently over
t he hardwood. Hubbell back up into the parlor.

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Just as Hubbell enters the room a |arge flower pot,
containing a geraniumin full bloom flies froma stand in
front of the bay w ndow and | ands unbroken on the floor in
the center of the parlor.

The next nmoment, a tin pail, half full of water, flies from
the kitchen and | ands beside the flower pot on the floor in
the center of the room

Esther wal ks to the doorway and | ooks into the parlor.
Hubbel | points to the flower pot and water pail sitting
absurdly in the center of the room

HUBBEL L
VWhat does this nean?

ESTHER
What does any of it nean?



82.

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- N GHT

Later that evening, Hubbell lies on the sofa with his eyes
partially open so he can keep themon Esther, who sits in a
rocking chair near the center of the room

Suddenly a large gl ass paperwei ght, which has been sitting
on an ornanental shelf in a corner of the room WH ZZES
t hrough the air straight toward Hubbell’s head.

Fortunately, Hubbell sees the paperweight com ng. He noves,
and the heavy object strikes the armof the sofa about three
i nches fromhis head, then bounces onto a chair near the

sof a.

The paperwei ght spins around on the seat of the chair until
Hubbel | reaches out and stops it.

HUBBEL L
It alnmost hit ny head, did you see
that? It could have killed ne!

Aive, followed closely by little George, enters the parlor
fromthe kitchen

oLl VE
What happened?

Hubbel | takes the paperweight to dive.

HUBBEL L

Kindly lock this up sonewhere.
ESTHER

It alnmost hit him
oLl VE

Oh no. I'll hide it.

She carries the paperwei ght upstairs. Esther speaks to
Ceor ge.

ESTHER
Wiy are you still up, little man?
It’s past your bedtine.

She picks up George and sits back down in the rocker with
himin her |ap. She begins QU ETLY SI NG NG A HYM\.

ESTHER
"Jesus, the nanme high over all, in
hell or earth or sky; angels and
men before it fall, and devils fear
and fly..."
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Hubbel | sits down at a table near the bay w ndow and begi ns
witing a letter.

ESTHER
"...Jesus, the nane to sinners
dear, the nanme to sinners giv'n; it
scatters all their guilty fear, it
turns their hell to heav'n --"

Suddenly one of little George’'s copper-toed shoes is yanked
of f his foot by an invisible hand and t hrown toward Hubbel |
It just m sses him

Est her STOPS SI NG NG Hubbell speaks to George

HUBBEL L
Did you do that?

Littl e George shakes his head.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
| didn’t think so.

He gets up, picks up the shoe, slides it back onto Ceorge’s
foot, and ties the | aces.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
Think it’Il stay on this tinme?

CGeorge doesn’t know. Hubbell pats George’s |eg, then goes
back to the desk and resunmes writing. Esther BEG NS SI NG NG
agai n.

ESTHER
"Jesus, the prisoner’s fetters
breaks, and bruises Satan’s head

CGeorge’s shoe flies off again. This tine, the copper toe
stri kes Hubbell just above and behind his right ear.

HUBBELL
oW

George LAUGHS. Esther gently reprinmands him

ESTHER
Ceorge! W nustn’t |augh when
someone is hurt.

Then, in spite of herself, Esther cannot hel p LAUGH NG as
Hubbel | rubs his head where he was struck. After a nonent,
Hubbel | LAUGHS as wel | .
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I NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- DAY

Esther, Oive, Ceorge, and Hubbell eat cake at the kitchen
t abl e.

CGeorge seens to notice something unusual. He acts as if
strangers are present whom he fears.

Suddenly the piece of cake CGeorge has been eating is
snatched from his hand by an unseen force and thrown into
Hubbel | s face. George CRIES BI TTERLY.

QLI VE
Ch! There, there George. W have
nmore cake. 1’1l cut you anot her
pi ece. You all right, M. Hubbell?

Bef ore Hubbel |l can answer, the unseen entity roughly
unbuttons George’'s clothes and tears themoff. Oive is now
frightened for her child.

oLl VE
Oh, stop!

She noves to pick up her baby. The next second, Esther’s
face is SLAPPED HARD by an invisible hand.

ESTHER
Ch!

| medi ately, the other side of her face is SLAPPED EVEN
HARDER.

ESTHER
Stop it! Can’t we have just one
ni ce afternoon??

She begins crying. Hubbell takes Esther’s hand to confort
her. Red marks appear plainly on her cheeks in the shape of
a hand.

Aive holds George protectively as the child CRIES LOUDLY.

Suddenly, Hubbell winkles his nose and junps up fromthe
t abl e.

HUBBEL L
| snell snoke.

CUT TGO
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| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S SECOND BEDROOM - - DAY

Hubbel | runs upstairs and finds a pile of old newspapers on
fire in the center of the bedroom Esther arrives noments
aft er Hubbel I .

Hubbel | grabs a rug fromthe floor and uses it to snother
the fl anmes.

HUBBEL L
Open the w ndow

Est her obeys. Hubbell throws the remains of the newspapers
out the wi ndow onto the ground bel ow. Esther hel ps him

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
Way did you have a pile of
newspapers i n your bedroonf

ESTHER
| don’t know, they’re not m ne.
| " ve never seen them before.

HUBBEL L
Are they Jennie’ s?

ESTHER
| don’t think so. And even if they
were, she wouldn’t |eave themin a
pile in the mddle of the room

HUBBEL L
Then where did they cone fronf

Esther is at a |l oss. She | eans out the wi ndow and calls to
A ive, who stands outside hol di ng George.

ESTHER
It’s all right, the fire's out!

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- DAY

Monents | ater, Hubbell and Esther, their faces and hands
snmudged with soot, wal k back downstairs into the parlor.

When they reach the bottomof the stairs, they find the
seven chairs in the parlor have been piled on top of each
other in the center of the room nmaking a stack that reaches
the ceiling.

Just as dive enters the roomwith little George, an unseen

hand yanks out the bottom chair, causing the rest of the
chairs to fall to the floor with a terrific CRASH

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 86.

A ive SCREAMS and protectively pulls back George, who CRIES
LOUDLY.

Hubbel | shakes his head as if he cannot believe his eyes.
Esther sits down on the bottomstair and begins to cry.

EXT. TEED FRONT PORCH -- N GHT

Later that night, Hubbell and Esther sits outside in the
dark on the snmall front porch. Esther SOFTLY SINGS A HYMN to
hersel .

ESTHER

"...and our spirits shall sorrow no
nmore, not a sigh for the bl essing
of rest. In the sweet by and by, we
shal | neet on that beautiful shore,
in the sweet by and by, we shal
nmeet on that beautiful shore.”

(l ouder, to Hubbell)
This night rem nds nme of |ast
summer when | used to sit here and
wait for Bob McNeal to cone and
take me for a ride in his wagon.

HUBBEL L
Do you m ss hinf

ESTHER
Not so nmuch him | do m ss going
out, though.

She gives a sad little LAUGH

HUBBELL
Maybe sonetine we could --

Suddenly, Esther’s attention is grabbed by sonething near by,
somet hi ng Hubbel | cannot see. Esther seens to listen to
sonet hi ng, then she responds to it.

ESTHER
VWhere -- tell nme wherel
HUBBEL L
(concer ned)
VWhat is it?

Est her ignores himand runs into the house, yelling at the
top of her |ungs.

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
Fire! Fire!l There's a fire
sonmewhere in the house!

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Dani el has been readi ng a newspaper, but imredi ately drops
it in alarmwhen Esther runs in.

DANI EL
VWhere is it?

ESTHER
| don’t know, he wouldn't tell ne!
Where are Aive and the boys?

DANI EL
In the kitchen.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

Esther runs into the kitchen. Five-year-old Wllie rises
fromthe table and picks up George. Aive closes the cellar
door. They seemto have been through this fire drill before,
and they know what to do.

OLl VE
It’s not in the cellar.
ESTHER
Then it nmust be upstairs. Were's
Jenni e?
aLl VE
Still out with her beau.
ESTHER
Good!

She calls out to Daniel and Hubbell as she grabs a bucket
and starts filling it with water fromthe punp.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Upstairs -- | ook upstairs!
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| NT. TEED PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Dani el and Hubbell race up the stairs.

I NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- CONTI NUOUS

QLl VE
Wllie, take George to Ms.
Mal |l oy’ s just as we practiced.

WIllie hesitates.

ALl VE
Now, WIIie!

WIllie clunsily carries George outside through the kitchen
door.

I NT. UPSTAI RS -- CONTI NUOUS

Dani el and Hubbell reach the top of the staircase to find
snoke pouring froma closet in the hall.

Dani el imediately grabs a throw rug and opens the cl oset
door. The fresh supply of oxygen fromthe open door causes
flames to burst fromthe closet in a small explosion. Daniel
is thrown backward.

Hubbel | grabs the rug and uses it to snother the flanes,
whi ch cone from a basket in the cl oset.

Dani el scranbles to his feet as Esther and Aive arrive with
buckets of water. Daniel takes the bucket fromdive and
pours the water onto the remaining flanes. Esther throws her
bucket of water onto the basket.

The fire is out, but snoke continues pouring fromthe
cl oset.

After the first inpulse of relief, Esther begins crying.
Tears run down Aive's cheeks, too, as she tries to confort
Est her .

QLI VE
Don’t despair, sister. Soneday al
will be well again -- God is

stronger than the devil.

Est her nods, but doesn’'t seemto find nmuch confort in
Aive s words.
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| NT. TEED PARLOR -- DAY

Thi s afternoon, Hubbell hol ds paper and pen and sits near
the bay wi ndow. He nakes notes on the paper in response to
vari ous KNOCKS on the floor.

Est her knits on the other side of the room

Aive, drying her hands, cones to the door of the parlor
fromthe kitchen

QLI VE
Est her, when you wite to Nellie,
tell her about soneone stealing the
cows mlk at night. | keep
forgetting to tell her.

ESTHER
Al'l right.
HUBBEL L
(to the spirits)
Have you all lived on the earth?

There are THREE LOUD KNOCKS on the fl oor.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
(to Aive)
Three knocks nmeans "yes."

QLI VE
You' re not talking to them M.
Hubbel | ?

HUBBELL

It’s the nost amazing thing. There
seemto be six ghosts in all.
Li sten --

(reading fromhis notes)
Bob Nickle is the chief ghost; Jane
Nickle is either Bob’s wife or his
sister; Maggie Fisher is another
ghost, al nost as bad as Bob; Mary
Fi sher says she is Maggie' s sister;
Eliza McNeal clains to be the
sister of Esther’s friend Bob
McNeal - -

ESTHER

(i nterrupting)
He’s not ny friend.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUBBEL L
-- and Peter Teed --

oLl VE
(startl ed)
Pet er Teed?

HUBBEL L
-- is aquiet old fellow who tries
to stop the others from breaking
t hi ngs.

QLI VE

Dani el had a great-uncle naned
Peter Teed...he was burned to death
ina barn fire a long tine ago.

(to Hubbel I')
You nustn't listen to them M.
Hubbel I . Nothing they say is true
-- the devil is the father of |ies.

(to her sister)
Est her, please wite your letter
before the post runs.

ESTHER
Il wll, just let me finish this
r ow.

Hubbel | continues asking questions of the spirits.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Have you seen God?

There is ONE LOUD KNOCK. Hubbell 1ooks at di ve.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
One knock neans "no."

In spite of herself, Oive seens conpelled to stay and
listen. Esther stops knitting. Hubbell continues.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Are you in heaven?

There is ONE LOUD KNOCK.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Are you in hell?

THREE LOUD KNOCKS.
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HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
Have you seen the devil?

oLl VE
(shocked)
M. Hubbel |'!

There are THREE SLEDGEHAMVER- LI KE BLOW5, so | oud that they
shake the floor.

Esther’s knitting needles fly out of her hands and strike
Hubbel | in the head.

HUBBEL L
o
ESTHER
| didn't do it!
Ol VE
(angrily)

W have enough troubles in this
house w t hout you getting those
spirits all riled up, M. Hubbell
so stop this nonsense now or 1’|
have to ask you to find other

| odgi ng!

She turns and qui ckly wal ks back into the kitchen.

Est her’s hand begins making witing notions, but she is
unaware of it.

Snokey, the famly cat, wanders into the room Hubbell wal ks
over and pets her.

HUBBEL L
| guess I'll have to ask you all ny
guestions, Snokey.

Hubbel | turns to |look at Esther. H's eyes drop from her face
to her hand.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
You're doing it again.

ESTHER
Doi ng what ?

HUBBEL L
Your hand is writing.

Est her | ooks down to see that her hand is maki ng novenents
as if it is witing. She GASPS.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Let's see what it wants to tell us.

He hurries over to Esther and places a pen in her hand and a
pi ece of paper under it. Esther’s hand wites quickly across
t he page.

Esther reads the witing to herself. The words startle her.
She grabs her witing hand with her free hand and nmakes it
st op.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
VWhat did it wite?

Esther starts to tear up the piece of paper.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
No, wait! Let ne read it.

ESTHER

(crying)
lt’s awful!

HUBBEL L
| don’t m nd.

Est her hesitantly hands Hubbel |l the page.

The handwiting |ooks simlar to the words that were
scratched into Esther’s bedroomwall nonths before. In an
ugly scrawl are the words:

GET OQUT OF AMHERST YQU BI TCH GOD DAMN YOUR SOUL GOD DAMN
HUBBELL' S SOUL TO HELL

Hubbel | speaks angrily to the spirits in the air.
HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
You go back to hell and stop
tormenting Esther and her fam|y!

At that nonent, a bottle of ink is thrown at Hubbell from
the witing desk. The ink splatters over Hubbell’s jacket.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Damm it!

Snokey wal ks to the ink bottle on the floor and sniffs it.

Hubbel | nods toward the cat and speaks to Esther in a |ow
vVoi ce.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
It’s odd that they never bother
her.

In that instant, the cat is lifted five feet into the air
and then dropped onto Esther’s back. The frightened cat
junps of f Esther with a HOAL and runs out of the room

Esther is once again frightened to tears.

I NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S SECOND BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Est her and Jennie are in their bed. Esther sews, and Jennie
reads the Bible by the |ight of an oil [|anp.

Suddenly Esther glances up at sonething near the open
bedroom door. Frightened, she reaches out to her side and
t ouches Jenni e.

JENNI E
What ' s wrong?

ESTHER
(whi speri ng)
It’s Bob N ckl e!

JENNI E
(sitting up and | ooking
ar ound)
What ? Where?

ESTHER
In front of the door.

Jenni e | ooks toward t he door.
JENNI E

| don’t see anything, Esther. Are
you sure you’'re not dream ng?

ESTHER
| * m not dream ng.
JENNI E
What does he | ook |ike?
ESTHER
An old man -- a living shadow - -

Oh, Jennie, he’s comng toward us!
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JENNI E
(frightened)
No, Esther -- what should we do?
ESTHER
Ch Jenni e!

Suddenly the Bible flies out of Jennie s hands and strikes
the wall so hard that it CRACKS the plaster. Jenni e SCREAMS.

Esther is violently yanked out of bed onto the floor. She
SCREAMS in fear and pain.

Jenni e, SCREAM NG HYSTERI CALLY, is also forcefully pulled
fromthe bed, her fingernails shredding the sheet as she
tries to hang on. She faints.

Esther, facing the wall, is pressed against it and held
there. The back of her nightgown is Rl PPED away by an
i nvi si bl e hand.

One at a tine, gashes in the shape of the cross are
scratched into the skin on Esther’s back. Some of the
crosses are right side up, sone are upside down, sone are
si deways.

LOUD SLEDGEHAMVER BLOWS sound fromthe walls and fl oor
Est her conti nues SCREAM NG

ESTHER
Oh God, help ne -- HELP ME

| NT. HALLWAY -- CONTI NUQUS

Daniel, Adive, and Hubbell rush to Esther and Jennie’'s
bedroom Just as they arrive, the door SLAMS SHUT

Dani el grabs the doorknob to open the door. There is an odd
SI ZZLI NG SOUND, |ike neat on a hot grill, then Daniel YELLS
QUT IN PAIN as he yanks his hand fromthe doorknob, which is
now red hot and gl ow ng.

HUBBELL
St and back.

He charges the door shoulder first, but it doesn’t budge.
HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
It feels solid, |like there' s a
brick wall on the other side!

Est her’s SCREAMS still cone frominside the room
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DANI EL
Here, let ne try.

Dani el kicks the door with all his mght, but it stays
solidly shut.

DANI EL ( CONT’ D)
Dammit! 1’11 have to go get the
axe.

Suddenly Esther lets out one final, bloodcurdling SCREAM
and then the roomis silent.

QLI VE
Ch, hurry, Daniel!

Just as Daniel starts toward the stairs, the bedroom
door knob quietly CLICKS open.

Dani el cones back fromthe stairs.

Aive' s trenbling hand reaches out and pushes open the
bedr oom door .

The door CREAKS open.
A ive SCREAMS.

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S SECOND BEDROOM - - CONTI NUQUS

On the floor lies Jennie, unconscious, her nude body covered
wi th bl eedi ng, cross-shaped scratches.

Esther is nowhere in sight.

oLl VE
Jenni el

She rushes into the room pulls a sheet off the bed, and
uses it to cover Jennie.

Dani el and Hubbell follow Aive into the room

DANI EL
|s she alive?

ALl VE

Yes -- yes, she’s breathing. Were
is Esther?
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HUBBEL L
(call'ing)
Est her ?
OLl VE

Dan, help ne get Jennie into bed.

Dani el picks up Jennie and | ays her on her bed. Aive |ooks
under the bed.

QLI VE ( CONT’ D)
Est her ?

She finds not hi ng.

Hubbel | approaches the bedroom closet. H's hand slowy
reaches out, turns the doorknob, and opens the door.

The dimlight fromthe oil lanp reveals what appears to be a
body hanging in the closet.

Then the "body" -- a nightgown -- slips off its hanger and
falls to the floor

Hubbell is startled, then he breathes a SIGH of relief.

HUBBEL L
She isn't in the clos--

But before he can finish his sentence, Esther falls to the
floor froma shelf in the top of the cl oset.

Her nightgown is bloody and ripped to shreds. Every exposed
area of her skin is pierced with sewing pins, even her face
and ears.

ESTHER
Pl ease hel p ne.

She | oses consci ousness.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S SECOND BEDROOM -- NI GHT

The famly is assenbl ed around Esther’s bed. Daniel’s burned
hand is now covered with a bandage.

Bet ween GASPS FOR BREATH, Esther SOBS I N AGONY.

( CONTI NUED)
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ESTHER
Oh, God! | wish | were dead! | w sh
| were dead!

oLl VE
Oh, don’t say that, Esther -- don’'t

say that.

97.

Upon the bed lies Esther, fearfully swollen, her exposed

skin covered with scratches and scabs.

She involuntarily thrashes around the bed as if the devil

hinself is inside her.

OLI VE ( CONT’ D)
Now, M. Hubbell, you see how much
she suffers.

HUBBELL
| never imagined it could be as bad
as this.
(to Daniel)

Could you and | hold her still?
Maybe she won’t be in as nuch pain
if she’s still.

DANI EL
(shrugs)
W can try.

The two nen do try, but the effort is usel ess. Esther seens

to have the strength of several nen
Hubbel | , out of breath, speaks quietly to dive.

HUBBEL L
Are you sure nothing can be done to
relieve her?

QLI VE
Dr. Carritte has tried everything
W t hout giving her the slightest
relief. Medicine has no nore effect
on her than water.

At that nonment, a strange, unnatural VO CE calls Hubbell’s

namne.

VA CE
Wal t er Hubbel |'!
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HUBBEL L
Yes?

He turns around to | ook for the source of the voice, but no
one is there. He turns back to dive.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
D d...you hear soneone call ny
name?

QLI VE
(cautiously)
Yes.

The odd, genderless VO CE CALLS AGAI N

VA CE
AQive Teed!

Aive, frightened, does not answer the voice, but speaks in
a whi sper to Dani el and Hubbell

oLl VE
They know us by nane.

DANI EL
O course they do, they’ ve been
living with us for nonths.

VA CE
Dani el Teed!
DANI EL
But that doesn’t make it any |ess

creepy.

At that nonent, Esther’s blankets are violently yanked from
her bed, and a wooden chair is hurled into a wall. Wen the
shattered pieces of the chair fall to the floor, they burst
into flame.

Hubbel | and Daniel hurry to put out the fire.

Est her stops thrashing and now seens to be in a trance. She
is on her back, perfectly rigid, with eyes set |ike a dying
per son.

She smles blissfully and seens to be tal king and |i stening
t o soneone.

ESTHER
And you saw ne there?
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QLI VE

Est her, who are you tal king to?
ESTHER

Mot her .
QLI VE

Mot her is in heaven, Esther.
ESTHER

Yes, with angels. So beautiful.
QLI VE

Can you see her?
ESTHER

Yes.
QLI VE

But she di ed when you were only
t hree weeks ol d, dear.

ESTHER

Yes, but | know her.
HUBBELL

Can you see anyone el se?
ESTHER

Yes.
QLI VE

Who el se do you see, Esther?
ESTHER
Ms. Bird and Ms. Dunlap. And
there’s M. Wagner and his son
Davi d. And G andnot her.
Dani el whi spers to Hubbell

DANI EL
Al'l those people are dead!

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- NI GHT

As Hubbell sits in the room he hears FOOTSTEPS WALKI NG DOMN
THE STAIRS. He turns to | ook.

Est her reaches the bottomof the stairs. A wooden chair
comes down the stairs after her, as if it is follow ng her
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Hubbel | st ands.

He hel ps Esther to the sofa,

Est her stares at the dove for several seconds.

happens.

HUBBELL
Are you feeling better?

ESTHER
Mich better, thank you

HUBBEL L
Are you up to trying a little
experiment with me?

ESTHER
(alittle hesitant)
Al right.
HUBBELL

You sit here..

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Are you confortable?

ESTHER
Yes.

HUBBEL L
Al'l right then, I want you to
concentrate on..
(gl anci ng ar ound)
...that ceram c dove on the nantel.

Fix your mind onit, and will it to
nove.

ESTHER
Ckay, 111l try.

HUBBELL ( CONT' D)
Are you concentrating?

ESTHER
Yes.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Are you trying to nmake the dove
nmove?

100.

then he pulls a chair near her.

Not hi ng

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 101.

ESTHER
Yes.

Still, nothing happens. Finally, a flower pot near the
w ndow slides a few inches on its stand. Esther and Hubbel |
are startled by it.

HUBBELL
Were you thinking of the flower
pot ?

ESTHER
Not at all!

HUBBELL

Ckay, then think of the flower pot.
Try to make it nove again.

Esther turns and stares at the flower pot. Nothing happens.

After a few nonents, an egg rolls fromthe kitchen into the
parl or.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Were you thinking of an egg?

ESTHER
No.

HUBBEL L
Not even in the nost abstract
sense, such as, perhaps you were
t hi nki ng of breakfast, or you were
t hi nki ng you' re hungry?

ESTHER
No, | was thinking of the flower
pot !

HUBBELL

kay, let's try one nore.

(gl anci ng around the room
The rocking chair -- see if you can
make it rock.

Esther turns and stares at the rocker. At first, nothing
happens.

After a nonent, sonething CLATTERS DOWN THE STEPS from
upstairs. Hubbell rises and picks up the object.
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HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Shavi ng brush. Were you thinking of
a shaving brush?

Est her shakes her head.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Al'l right. Let’s try sonething new

He | ays down the shaving brush and noves his chair so that
he sits facing Esther.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Ckay -- place both of your hands in
m ne.

Esther looks a little enbarrassed, but she puts her hands in
Hubbel |’ s.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Now, Esther -- |ook ne squarely in
t he eyes.
She does, shyly at first, then she begins to focus.

After a nonent, Hubbell seens to feel sonething in his
hands.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Can you feel that?

ESTHER
Yes.
HUBBEL L
It’s like...a vibration.
(after a pause)
Now it’s |ike a current of
el ectricity passing through ny
ar ns!

Suddenly Hubbell grows so weak that he has to rel ease
Est her’s hands.

HUBBEL L
| don’t know what’s the matter with
me, |’mso weak! How do you feel?
ESTHER

Fi ne. Good, in fact.
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HUBBEL L
Ful | of energy?

ESTHER
(thinks for a nonent)
| guess you could say that.

HUBBEL L
Could it be that you pulled the
el ectrical energy fromny body?

ESTHER
| don’t know. | don’t know nuch
about electricity. But | didn't do
it on purpose.

HUBBELL
O course not. But if your body
attracts forns of energy, that
coul d explain why you attract these
supernatural entities, if they are
conposed of sonme form of energy.

The egg rolls up to Esther’s foot, then stops.

HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
O maybe you just |ike eggs.

- ESTHER
(giggling)
| do |ike eggs.
HUBBELL
Ah ha -- | knew it!

Est her LAUGHS.
Dl SSOLVE TO

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- DAY

Adive glues small slips of white paper to the w ndows and
door. All the slips are printed wwth a Bible verse.

ESTHER (O S.)
| copied the Bible verse onto
pi eces of paper just as you said,
Reverend Tenple. ..
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I NT. WESLEYAN CHURCH -- DAY

Est her has called on the REV. TEMPLE. Their conversation
conti nues.

ESTHER
...Wiile I"'mout, ny sister Aive
is pasting themover all the doors
and w ndows.

REV. TEMPLE
Good, that should prevent denobns
fromentering the house again.
Esther, | will keep praying for
you, and | advise you to keep
praying for yourself. And sleep
with a Bible under your head.

ESTHER
| wll. Thank you, Reverend Tenpl e.

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- DAY

A short while later, as Esther returns to the house, an old
bone flies up fromthe yard and cuts a triangular gash into
her forehead.

ESTHER
Oh!

| NT. TEED PARLOR -- CONTI NUQUS

A nonent | ater, Esther enters the house. As soon as she

wal ks in the door, a fork flies fromthe kitchen and stabs
her in the face.

Al'l the slips of paper are R PPED fromthe door and w ndows,
gathered into a pile in the center of the parlor, and set on
fire.

Est her CRI ES.

| NT. TEED KI TCHEN -- DAY

Hubbel | and the famly eat dinner at the table. Esther is
not with them Jennie walks into the room

JENNI E

Esther said she isn’t hungry. 1’11
take sonething up to her later.
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At that nonent, a knife and a fork are hurled at Jennie with
such strength that they stick into the wooden doorway beside
her, vibrating with the force of their projection.

Jennie is shaken. Daniel tries to confort her

DANI EL
Don't be scared, Jennie -- if they
wanted to hit you, they woul d have.
They just want to scare us, for
sone reason

At that nonent, a large lunp of soft butter is thrown into
Dani el s face.

DANI EL ( CONT’ D)
Oh, that’'s nice.

In spite of thenselves, Jennie, Aive, and Hubbell LAUGH
Dani el w pes the butter fromhis face.

Jenni e approaches her chair to sit down, but sonething on

the tabl e catches her eye. Suddenly frightened again, she

points to the large crock of butter that sits on the table
near Daniel.

JENNI E
The butter...

In the butter is the inpression of sonething Iike a hand,
but not a human hand. The hand that was in the butter had
| ong, sharp cl aws.

Al'l of a sudden, there is a LOUD KNOCK on the front door.
Everyone at the table junps. Hubbell is the first to regain
hi s conposure.

HUBBEL L
| think it’s the door.

Everyone is a little enbarrassed. dive nods, rises, and
wal ks to the parlor.
| NT. PARLOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Aive answers the front door. MR BLISS, the owner of the
house, | ooks nervous as he waits. Oive | ooks surprised.

CLI VE

M. Bliss -- you're a week early! |
haven't collected all the rent yet.
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MR BLI SS
| " mnot here for the rent, Ms.
Teed. | need to talk to you and

your husband. May | cone in?

oLl VE
O course.

She stands back and |l ets the man enter. Dani el cones out of
t he kitchen.

DANI EL
M. Bliss.

He shakes hands with his | andl ord.

oLl VE
We were just having supper -- wll
you join us?

MR BLI SS

No, thank you, Ms. Teed, |I'’msorry
to bother you at supper tine, but

t here’ ve been sone conpl aints,
and. . .

| NT. STAI RCASE -- CONTI NUQUS

Esther, with a bl anket around her shoul ders, creeps down the
stairs, sits on a step hal fway down the staircase, and
eavesdrops on the conversation. The others do not see her.

MR. BLISS (O S., CONT' D)
...you' ve had several fires here in
the past few nonths, and...well,
" mjust gonna say it -- unless
Est her | eaves at once, and takes
t hat strange power with her, your
famly will have to nove. | can no
| onger run the risk of having ny
house, and possibly the entire
village, set on fire and burned to
t he ground.

Esther listens to the landlord’s stern decision in silence.
She seens to know that he is right.

DI SSOLVE TO
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| NT. TEED PARLOR -- DAY

The next norning, Esther has packed her possessions into a
| ar ge sat chel

She struggles not to cry as she kisses her two little
nephews and Jennie and Aive, hugs Daniel, and shakes hands
with Hubbel | .

Est her | eaves the house.

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. ESTHER AND JENNI E' S BEDROOM - - DAY

Hubbel | wal ks into the room and stares closely at the
terrifying words that are still scratched into the wall, and
have since been unsuccessfully painted over:

ESTHER COX YOU ARE M NE TO KI LL

Hubbel | thinks for a nonent, then glances around the room
and speaks.

HUBBEL L
Bob. ..are you here?

There is no answer.

HUBBELL ( CONT’' D)
Bob N ckl e?

No reply.
HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Maggi e, cone and knock on the wal
as you did yesterday.
He |istens, but no knocks are heard.
HUBBELL ( CONT’ D)
Peter, give ne sone matches |ike
you did the other day.
He waits, but no matches appear fromthe air.
Aive walks into the room
QLl VE

The house seens | onely wi thout
Est her.
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HUBBELL
Yes.
(after a pause)
Ms. Teed, have you heard any
knocki ng today?

CLI VE
No.

After a nonent, Hubbell | ooks at her again. Tears flow down
Aive’ s cheeks.

QLI VE ( CONT’ D)
The ghosts have foll owed her,
haven't they?

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD -- DAY

Hubbel | has hitched a ride on the back of a wagon. The wagon
sl ows, and Hubbell junps off, carrying his satchel and
unbrel | a.

HUBBELL
Thank you!

He wal ks into a snall wooded area.

EXT. DAVI SON FARM -- CONTI NUOUS

Hubbel | approaches the farm and spots Esther before she sees
hi m

Esther is now living wwth the Davison famly in their old
farmhouse in the woods. She is trying to nake a pat chwork
quilt and play with the TWO DAVI SON CHI LDREN at the sane
time.

Est her | ooks contented and happy. As she runs after one of
the children, she gl ances up and sees Hubbell. She st ops,
then runs to him

There is a brief awkward nonent when Est her reaches Hubbel |
The two seem unsure whether to shake hands or hug. Finally,
t hey hug.

HUBBELL

How are you doi ng? You | ook
wonder f ul .
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ESTHER
| feel wonderful! Fresh air and
sunshi ne.
HUBBEL L
Everyone m sses you.
ESTHER
| mss everyone! But |I'll see them
agai n next week. |’ m supposed to

spend the night with AQive and
Dani el when Jenni e goes out of
t own.

(glancing at his satchel)
You' re | eavi ng?

HUBBEL L
Yes. Julius Caesar in Boston.

ESTHER
Ah. Are you Caesar?

HUBBELL
No -- Cal purni a.

Est her LAUGHS.

ESTHER
You al ways made ne | augh. Thank you
for that.

HUBBEL L

It’s been ny pleasure, believe ne.
(after a pause)
Have you had any...troubl es here?

ESTHER
(shakes her head)
| read nmy Bible every day, and |’ ve
seen not hing of the ghosts. That’s
why |’ m so happy.

HUBBEL L
Good.
(seriously)
Pray that you Il never again be
tornmented by denons.

ESTHER
| prom se.
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HUBBELL
Goodbye, Esther. Be a good girl.

He turns and starts wal ki ng back toward the road.

EXT. CARLTON COUNTY | NSANE ASYLUM -- DAY

The massive structure with barred windows sits in a secluded
area flanked by trees in autunmm col ors.

The voice of the asylum superintendent answers a question.

MCVEY (O S.)
Well, several persons confined here
claimto be foll owed by ghosts. ..

I NT. ASYLUM COFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS

Wal t er Hubbell continues the conversation as he sits
opposite the superintendent, ANDREW MCVEY.

HUBBEL L
Do the ghosts ever knock on the
walls, or...throw objects at then?

MCVEY
They do not. On the contrary, our
patients are continually throw ng
objects at the "ghosts." Wy do you
ask?

| NT. TEED YARD -- DAY

Esther is outside with George, now nearly 2 1/2 years ol d.
She tosses hima ball.

ESTHER
Catch the ball, Ceorge!

Suddenly Esther seens to see sonething a few feet away. She
whi spers its nane.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Bob!

She listens to something and reacts to the nessage she
hear s.
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ESTHER
What ? No, not Geor ge!

She goes to Ceorge, picks himup, holds himclose, and
begi ns cryi ng.

| NT. ASYLUM OFFI CE -- DAY

Hubbel | finishes telling Superintendent MVey about Esther.
McVey |istens with great attention.

HUBBEL L
...S0 | thought 1'd cone here and
ask if this sort of thing is nore
common than | realize.

MCVEY

M. Hubbell, years before | becane
superi ntendent here, a wonan,
claimng to be a clairvoyant,
informed ne that at sonme future day
| woul d have charge of a nunber of
di seased persons confined in a
large building with iron bars at
all the w ndows.

(he nods toward the iron bars

in the w ndows)
You see, she foretold the truth. |
hope | live |l ong enough to see
science investigate the
super nat ur al

HUBBEL L
| hope so too.

EXT. DAVI SON FARM -- DAY
The autumm day i s overcast and dark
Arthur Davison, wearing a black suit, sits in the seat of
hi s wagon and holds the horses’ reins. MRS. DAVISON, in a
bl ack dress, sits beside him Davison | ooks toward his house
and calls out.
DAVI SON

Esther! W'll be late for the

servi cel
Esther, also in a black dress, runs out of the barn.

Davi son | ooks surprised to see her conme out of the barn
i nstead of the house.
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ESTHER
Sorry.

DAVI SON
W thought you were in the house --
what were you doing in the barn?

ESTHER
Oh, | was brushing Daisy. It mekes
me feel calm

DAVI SON
Vel l, hop in.

Esther junps into the back of the wagon, and they take off.

I nside the dark barn, firelight flickers on the walls, dimy
at first, then grow ng |arger and brighter.

EXT. TEED HOUSE -- DAY

A bl ack wreath hangs on the front door.

Aive, in nmourning, stands alone on the small porch. Esther
slowy wal ks out the front door.

ESTHER
The Davi sons will be |eaving soon.
| need to catch a ride with them
back to the farm

QLI VE

Oh Ess, do you have to go?
ESTHER

|’ d better.
oLl VE

Before you | eave, tell ne -- did

t he ghosts have anything to do
W th...George?

ESTHER
(shaki ng her head)
No, it was just the scarlet fever.
dive | ooks relieved.

At that nonent, a MAN rides a horse up to the house and
speaks wi th urgency.
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MAN
Are the Davi sons here?

ESTHER

(frowni ng)

Yes.

MAN
Go get them-- their barn’s on
fire.

Esther and O ive |ook frightened. Esther imrediately turns
and runs into the house to get the Davisons.

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. COURTHOUSE -- DAY

Esther sits in the courtroom Qdive, Daniel, and Jennie sit
cl ose behi nd her.

JUDGE (O S.)
W11l the defendant please stand?

Esther rises, her attorney beside her.

JUDGE ( CONT’ D)
M ss Cox, the jury has found you
guilty of arson, in the burning of
M. and Ms. Arthur Davison's barn
and out buil di ngs. Therefore. ..
(readi ng)
... Therefore, it is the judgnment of
this court that the defendant, M ss
Est her Cox, shall be, and hereby
is, sentenced to a term of
i mpri sonment of four nonths in the
Cunberl and Correctional Facility.
(1 ooking up fromthe paper)
W are adjourned.

He STRIKES THE BLOCK WTH H S GAVEL.

Esther begins to cry. As a PCLI CEMAN t akes Est her away, she
| ooks back at Aive and Jennie, who also cry.
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| NT. CUVBERLAND CORRECTI ONAL FACI LITY -- DAY
Aive visits Esther in the dark jail house.

oLl VE
Ms. Mlloy sent you sone muffins.

A ive uncovers a plate of nuffins.

OLI VE (CONT' D)
Here, 1’1 butter one for you.

She butters a muffin with a small butter knife, then hands
the muffin to Esther.

Esther takes a bite, chews for a few seconds, then puts the
muf fin back onto the plate.

Deeply depressed, Esther noves slowy and speaks in a
nonot one.

ESTHER
They have wal nuts.

QLI VE
Ch, I"'msure Ms. Malloy didn't
know you di sli ke wal nuts.
(covering the plate)
"1l take these hone to Daniel and
Willie.
She sets down the plate and takes Esther’s hands.

QLI VE ( CONT' D)
Now, Esther, listen to ne -- you
mustn’t despair. That’'s just what
the devil wants. We can’'t let the
devil w n.

Est her sl owly shakes her head.

QLI VE ( CONT’ D)
Four nonths isn’t such a long tine,
and when you're out, we’'ll go to
Nellie s for a nonth, and we’l|
have the best tinme. So we have a
ot to look forward to. W'l get
t hrough this together -- all right?

Est her sl owy nods.
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OLI VE (CONT’ D)
Al'l right. Now I'Il be back
tonmorrow. You have a good night,
and pray just as hard as you can.
W all will.

She hugs Esther, then speaks to the GUARD a few feet away.

QLI VE ( CONT' D)
| m ready.

The guard unl ocks the cell door.

Aive picks up the plate of nuffins, but accidentally |eaves
the butter and butter knife behind.

Now crying, Aive turns back to Esther
OLI VE ( CONT’ D)

Ch, | hate to | eave you here.
ESTHER

1’11 be all right.
QLI VE

Good ni ght, dear.
ESTHER

Don’t worry.

Aive gives a little nod and wal ks out.

Est her | ooks down at the butter knife. She slowy sits down
on a stool and picks up the knife. It isn't sharp, but it
can cut.

Esther |l owers her head and quietly begins to cry.

A nonent later, a man’s voi ce breaks the silence.

ADAM
Excuse ne, are you M ss Esther Cox?

Est her | ooks up. Standing outside her cell with the guard is
ADAM PORTER, 33, a handsone man with a friendly smle.

Est her hides the butter knife in her sleeve, then she
st ands, pushes back her hair, and w pes her eyes.

ESTHER
Yes, |’ m Esther.
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ADAM
| read about you in the newspaper.
Is it all right if I speak with you
for a mnute?

Est her nods. The guard wal ks away.

Adam reaches through the bars and shakes Esther’s hand.

ADAM
| m Adam Porter, pleased to neet
you. |I’msure you get lots of
strangers visiting you all the
tinme.

ESTHER
No, not really.

ADAM
No? Then I'’mglad | cane. | don't
know how to explain it, but ever
since | heard your story, |’'ve felt
a strange sort of kinship with you.

ESTHER
Oh?

ADAM

Yes. Have you ever felt |like you
know soneone even though you’ ve
never net the person?

ESTHER
Yes. Little Nell

ADAM
(Wi th enthusiasm
Yes, Little Nell! The A d Curiosity
Shop is one of ny very favorite

books!
ESTHER
M ne, too.
ADAM
You see? | knew we were two peas in
a pod!

Esther gives a small smle, then becones unsteady on her
feet and has to grab hold of the bars to keep fromfalling.
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ADAM ( CONT’ D)
Ch, are you all right, Mss Cox?
Est her nods.
ADAM ( CONT’ D)
Goodness, you | ook tuckered. |1'’m so
t houghtless. I'Il be on ny way.
He signals to the guard.

ESTHER
No, I'"'mfine, truly.

She | ooks sad that Adamis | eaving.

ADAM
You get sone rest. And stay warm
There’s a chill in these walls.

Here --
(removing his jacket)
-- take ny coat.

He starts to put his jacket through the cell bars, but the
guard grabs it from himand searches through the pockets.

Adamtries to make a joke.

ADAM
Gad | left that stick of dynamte
in my other coat!

Esther smles. The guard is not anused, but he finds nothing
in the pockets and gives the jacket back to Adam who hands
it to Esther

ESTHER
Thank you.

ADAM
You know, ny next-door nei ghbor
| ady baked ne a batch of the best
wal nut cookies, but there are far
too many for nme to eat by nyself.
May | bring you sonme of them
t onor r ow?

ESTHER
Oh...l...love wal nuts.

ADAM
(sm | es)
It’s settled, then. I'll see you
tomorrow. Good ni ght.
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ESTHER
"Ni ght.

Adam | eaves.

Est her sits back down. She pulls the butter knife from her
sl eeve and lays it down beside the butter dish. She waps
Adami s jacket around her shoul ders.

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. CUMBERLAND CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY -- DAY

Adam dive, Daniel, and Jennie | ook unusually happy as they
enter the jail house. Adamcarries a dozen | ong-stemed red
roses.

Esther is surprised to see themall, and even nore surprised
to see them | ooki ng so happy.

The guard unl ocks Esther’s cell door and opens it, but
Esther’s visitors renain several feet outside the cell.

ESTHER
(shaki ng her head)
What* s goi ng on?

ADAM
Do you like roses, Esther?
ESTHER
(puzzl ed)

O course | do. Wiere on earth did
you get roses in Decenber?

ADAM
From a hot house in Moncton. Do you
want t henf

ESTHER

(still puzzl ed)

Un..yes...

ADAM
Then cone and get them

ESTHER
But...l’Il have to | eave the cell

Aive can stand it no |longer. She hol ds out her arns.
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Ol VE
You're free, Esther

ESTHER
VWhat ?

ADAM

So many of your friends and

nei ghbors, who knew the true nature
of your troubles, raised such a
fuss, that the judge gave in and
conmut ed your sentence. You can go
hone.

Est her breaks down in tears of joy and rushes out of the
cell to hug dive.

ESTHER
Oh, Aive -- this is the happiest
day of ny life!

QLI VE
Me too!

Esther lets go of Aive and hugs Jennie and Daniel.
There is an awkward nonent as Esther reaches Adam but he
sol ves the problem by giving her the roses and a kiss on the
cheek.
| NT. / EXT. CHURCH -- DAY
In a series of black-and-white still photographs, Esther and
Adam Porter get married. They | ook happy and very nuch in
| ove.
Hubert Lavi ngton, a young reporter, narrates.
LAVI NGTON (V. O.)

Esther married Adam Porter. They

had a son
A photo of Adamslowy fades to bl ack

LAVI NGTON (V. O., CONT' D)
Then Adam di ed.

DI SSOLVE TO
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EXT. SHANNAHAN HOUSE -- DAY

HUBERT LAVI NGTON, 27, approaches a snall, poor-|ooking
cot t age.

LAVI NGTON (V. Q)
Years |l ater, Esther married again,
nmoved to Massachusetts, and had two
nore sons.

Lavi ngt on sees a bl ack wreath hanging on the front door of
the cottage. The young man seens to have reservations about
di sturbing the inhabitants, but after a nonment, he takes off
hi s hat and KNOCKS on the door.

Soon the door is answered by BRI DGET, 67, a woman with an
Irish accent. She is dressed in bl ack.

BRI DGET
Yes?

LAVI NGTON
|’msorry to disturb you, but, is
this the home of Esther Shannahan?

BRI DGET
Yes, it is.

LAVI NGTON
The fornmer M ss Est her Cox?

BRI DGET
Yes, her mmi den name was Cox.

LAVI NGTON
Wuld it be possible for ne to
speak with her?

BRI DGET
(hesitant)
Well, I'"mnot sure...You see, her
ittle son has passed away, and --

At that nonent, Esther appears at the door behind Bridget.
Est her, now al nost 47 years old, is nearly unrecognizabl e.
Her hair is gray, and she | ooks nuch ol der than her age. It
is clear she has had a difficult life.

ESTHER
Who is it, Bridget?
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LAVI NGTON
How do you do, |’ m Hubert
Lavi ngton. Are you Ms. Esther
Shannahan?

Est her frowns and nods.

LAVI NGTON ( CONT’ D)
| wish to offer ny deepest
condol ences for your | oss.

ESTHER
Thank you.

LAVI NGTON

|’ msorry to bother you at this
difficult time. I didn’t know of
t hese... circunstances, or of
course | wouldn’t have cone. But
| ve travel ed such a | ong way, |
wonder if | mght ask you a few
guestions before | go?

ESTHER

(wi th suspicion)
VWhat about ?

She steps back to |l et the young nan enter, then she has a
t hought .

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)

Wait -- have you had the scarl et
fever?
LAVI NGTON
(thinks for a nonent)
No...no, | don’t believe | have.
ESTHER

We' d better stay outside, then.

LAVI NGTON
Al right. Ms. Shannahan, |I'm a
witer for the Psychic Phenonena
| nvestigati on Association, and |’ ve
been sent here on assignnment to ask
you if you’ve had any further
contact with the nysterious
entities that tortured you and your
famly so many years ago.
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Lavi ngt on

She fi nal

She turns

122.

ESTHER

(curtly)
How did you find nme?

LAVI NGTON
Your sister, Ms. Teed, gave ne
your address.

ESTHER
(angrily, under her breath)
Aive!
LAVI NGTON
Are you still visited by the

super natural beings as chronicled
in the bestselling book by M.
Wal ter Hubbel | ?

ESTHER
(shakes her head)
M. Walter Hubbell made a snal
fortune off ny troubles, and do you
know how much of that fortune he
shared with me and ny famly?

shakes hi s head.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
Look around -- that should tel
you. Not hing. He gave us absolutely
not hi ng.

y addresses the issue.

ESTHER ( CONT’ D)
The...power...has not visited ne
since ny marriage.

and starts to go back inside.

LAVI NGTON
Do you still believe in the
phenonena?

ESTHER
O course, but | dare not talk
about it.

LAVI NGTON
Way, ma’ anf
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ESTHER
(frightened, al nost
whi speri ng)
|"mafraid they' || conme back.

At that nonent, Esther’s husband, PETER SHANNAHAN, comes out
the door and steps in front of his wife. Esther appears to
be intim dated by Peter, who speaks with an Irish accent.

PETER
For a hundred dollars, |I'Il consent
to her telling you all the details,
but not unl ess!

LAVI NGTON

In that case, |’d have no guarantee
that 1'd not been sold a hundred
dollars’ worth of lies -- since
bought testinony -- particularly in
a case like this -- is absolutely
wor t hl ess.

(to Esther)
Good day.

He puts on his hat and | eaves, none too pleased with the
i nterview.

Peter turns away and shoves Esther back into the cottage.

LAVI NGTON (V. Q)
Five years later, after a brief
illness, Esther died. She was 52.

Besi de the front door of the cottage sits a half-full bucket
of water.

LAVI NGTON (V. Q., CONT' D)
No one knows if Esther was ever
free of the denpons that tortured
her body and soul, or if she
carefully conceal ed the signs to

t he end.
Suddenly the water in the bucket becones agitated, bubbles,
and reaches a full boil, wth clouds of steamrising into
the air.

FADE TO BLACK
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