                                                     ZEST  

                      Written By:

                         Ben 

INT. HALLLWAY


HENRY, (30’s), shaven, brown hair, wearing a formal suit. He is getting ready for work. 

He walks past a room with the door closed.

           HENRY
        (into room)

Hey, honey. I’m just heading out for work, you don’t need ta make my coffee.

No reply. Henry smiles at this.

    HENRY

(grimacing)

Gee, I didn’t know you liked making my coffee so much.

No reply.

Henry stops smiling.

He opens the door.

INT. BATHROOM

Henry enters and stops dead in his tracks. He sees something.

THE CAMERA TURNS to see JENA (30’s), beautiful, auburn hair, young looking, and extremely DEAD.

She lay in a pool of blood on the ground.

INT. HALLWAY

Henry rushes out, tears streaming down his face.

He runs.

INT. KITCHEN

Henry picks up a phone and dials three quick numbers.

He waits for a reply.

CODY (11), sits at the dinner table eating breakfast. 

          CODY
Henry? 

          HENRY
        (slowly)

Finish your breakfast and go to school.

          CODY
What is it?

         HENRY
     (pleading sadly)

Please, just go.

Cody takes his school bag and leaves.

EXT. HOUSE – AFTERNOON


A POLICE CAR is in front of the house, curbed. 

Cody walks up to the front door. 

He looks confused.

EXT. PORCH

The door is open. 

Cody creeps up the stairs and stands in the doorway.

        CODY
Mum? Henry?

Henry walks up to him. Henry is crying.

       CODY
What is it? Where’s mum?

                HENRY

I’m sorry, Cody. I’m sorry.

       CODY
Tell me what it is…

       HENRY
Your…mum…she’s…dead…

SUPER: THREE HOURS EARLIER


INT. KITCHEN - FLASHBACK

Henry stands in the corner of the room, breathing heavily.

JUAN, a police officer, (40’s), rests his arm on Henry’s shoulder.

JUAN
I’m sorry, sir. There’s no other way to put it.

HENRY
So…she did it to herself…

JUAN
There’s definitely no sign of a break in. The razor is in her hands, sir.

SUPER: PRESENT TIME


INT. LOUNGE ROOM


Cody is sunken back in the lounge. The TV is blaring, but he isn’t watching it. He is crying.

Henry enters.

HENRY
They’ve taken her out. You can use the bathroom. 

SUPER: FOUR HOURS EARLIER


INT. KITCHEN - FLASHBACK


Juan is talking to Henry. Henry is burying his face in his hands on the kitchen table.

JUAN
You were engaged?

HENRY
Me and…Jena…we were getting married in a month.

Henry brings his head up, in nostalgia.

HENRY
    (smiling slightly)

We were gonna go to the islands and have a beach wedding. All that crap. 

JUAN
You weren’t related to Cody? 

HENRY
No…Cody’s from Jena’s old husband. 

JUAN
Kyle McGee? Am I right?

HENRY
Yeah…that was his name…

JUAN

 Did you meet him?

HENRY
No…Jena told me about him. 

JUAN
Do you know why they divorced?

HENRY

Yeah. He was a horrible guy. He hated Cody. She got full custody.

        JUAN
Had she received any calls from he before…?

       HENRY
Not that I know of.

EXT. BEDROOM – NIGHT

Cody lays in his bed.

Moonlight shines through the window.

INT. BATHROOM


Henry stands in the bathroom. 

He is hunched over the basin. 

INT. DINING ROOM – FLASHBACK

Henry, Jena, and Cody eat dinner at a dining table. 

Henry smiles at Jena, a mouthful of food.

Jena smiles back. Cody doesn’t notice.

JENA
So, Cody, what happened at school today.

CODY
Not much, Hank got a ruler hit over his knuckles.

HENRY
Ouch! Your teacher did that?

CODY
No. Hanna did it when the teacher wasn’t looking. Hank screamed out in front of everybody in the class from surprise. 

The three of them laugh. 

INT. BATHROOM – PRESENT


Henry vomits, missing the basin, and hitting his shirt and pants.

INT. KITCHEN

It is dark and gloomy and the kitchen – Henry is the only one awake.  

He opens the fridge and grabs a can of softdrink.

INT. BATHROOM


Henry enters the bathroom again. 

He walks up to the mirror.

MIRROR

Henry is visible in the mirror, with the rest of the bathroom behind. 

BACK TO SCENE


Henry turns around and looks behind him

BACK TO MIRROR


Jena is visible in the mirror behind Henry.

Henry spins around.

          HENRY
I didn’t mean to kill you, Jena. 

          JENA
It’s okay.

          HENRY
I love you.

He hugs her.

After embracing, Henry pulls his hands away.

Blood on his palm. He looks at Jena – she has a wound where he stabbed her. 

           HENRY
We can fix that. 

           JENA
Don’t worry, Henry. I don’t blame you. You can’t fix it.

          HENRY
Never leave again.

           JENA
Cody doesn’t blame you either.

          HENRY
Can I see him?

The bathroom door opens. Cody enters.

Henry is crying with happiness. 

Cody has a wound where Henry stabbed him also. 

EXT. PORCH – DAY

Henry’s neighbor, LYNN, (50’s), knocks on his front door. She holds a vase of flowers.

LYNN
Excuse me, I’m your new neighbor, Lynn! I’m just dropping off some flowers!

No answer. 

Lynn puts down the flowers and turns around. The door opens. Henry stands in the doorway.

HENRY
Hey, thanks, Lynn, I’m Henry. Sorry, it took a while I was in the shower. 

LYNN

It’s fine. I’ll leave you alone now. 

She shakes his hand and waves as she walks away. 

Lynn gets to the bottom of the stairs and looks back. The door is still open, Henry gone. 
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