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FADE I N

THE CI TY OF THEBES. 1473 B. C.

THE TEMPLE OF DEIR EL BAHARI, THE PALACE OF QUEEN HATSHEPSUT.
Ranps lead fromterrace to terrace. Along the front of the
upper terrace, QUEEN HATSHEPSUT | ooks out over the valley.
She is in her md 30's, dressed in white. 1
A man wal ks to her. AMUNis in his md 60's, long white hair

and an edged face. He is carrying a snmall WOODEN BOX as he
approaches her. He then bends.

AMUN
My queen.

HATSHEPSUT
Amun, come enjoy this beautiful
Vi ew.

He joins her at the terrace as his eyes | ook over the vall ey.

HATSHEPSUT
You seemworried, what's the
matter?

AMUN

My queen, as you know, since the

| ate king' s passing | declared ny
loyalty to you and to your son. And
now it’s nmy duty as the high priest
to informyou of the danger you are
in.

HATSHEPSUT
What danger ?

AMUN
Qur eyes and ears in the streets
tell us people are unhappy. They
feel the gods had | et them down and
t ook away their pharaoh. The
priests and | think it’s tine you
decl ared yoursel f as the next
phar aoh.



HAT SHEPSUT
But do you think I have the power
to becone the next pharaoh?

AMUN
No. Now you don’t have it, but with
the hel p of our Aninmal gods you
will.

HATSHEPSUT
I don’t understand.

Amun opens the wooden box and takes out what | ooks |ike a
MRROR. It has a colorful wood frane with draw ngs of
pharaohs and of different kinds of animals on each side.

HATSHEPSUT
(surprised)
What is this?

AMUN
This is the M RROR OF GODS. Made
fromthe feathers of a CRON the
claws of an EAGLE, the teeth of a
LION, the eyes of a WOLF and the
skin of a SNAKE... This mrror wll
make you a true goddess and wil |
put fear in the hearts of your
enem es.

Hat shepsut takes the mirror and stares at it.

HATSHEPSUT
But what does it do?

Amun | ooks around and sees a white Pigeon
AMUN
I want you to hold this mrror
close to that pigeon, and point it
at it.

Hat shepsut wal ks over to the pigeon and points the mrror at
it, and suddenly TURNS | NTO AN | DENTI CAL PI GEON.

SUPERI MPOSED ON SCREEN
EGYPT - 1932



I NT. AN ANTI QUE SHOP - DAY

A worman in her mid 30's, dressed in western style clothing is
| ooki ng at Egyptian artifacts. The Egypti an shopkeeper wal ks
over to her holding a box, simlar to the one AMJN had.

WOVAN
Hassan, you need to stop wasting ny
time. I don't think you have

anyt hing of val ue.

SHOPKEEPER
(Egyptian accent)
Al'l of you Anericans are very picky
shoppers. But this time | have
something you will like for sure.
Look at this.

He opens up the box and takes out TWO M RRORS, identical to
t he one AMUN gave Hat shepsut.

VWOVAN
And what is this?

SHOPKEEPER
Magic mrror!

WOVAN
A magical mrror? Says who?

SHOPKEEPER
To be honest with you, some nan,
many years ago sold it for ne, for
very high price. He told ne he
stol e from Hat shepsut grave many
years ago, and | believed him but
this mrror don't do magic for ne,
he lied to me. But if you want |
gi ve you for good price.

The woman flips the mrror around and | ooks convi nced.
WOVAN
| actually think it’s pretty. How
much do you want for it?

SHOPKEEPER
| give you both for THREE DOLLARS

SUPERI MPOSED ON SCREEN
LGOS ANGELES - CALI FORNI A 1993



INT. CAR - N GHT

Movi ng at high speed. A Man is behind the wheel but we can’'t
see his face. The sound of a baby crying is heard.

A sign appears on the road, it reads... “WELCOVE TO VEN CE
BEACH’ .

The driver nmakes a sharp turn, slows down, then cones to a
full stop. A florescent sign reads... “VENI CE COWUN TY
CHURCH’ .

EXT. VENICE COWUNI TY CHURCH - MOVENTS LATER

The car door opens. It’'s a |late nodel CADI LLAC. The driver
gets out. His face is still not visible. He is holding
sonet hi ng, w apped in white sheets.

It’s the CRYI NG BABY.

The man | ooks around then quickly clinbs up the few steps

| eading to the church. He gently places the baby at the door,
| ooks around again, then quickly wal ks back to the car and
speeds away.

EXT. VENICE COMWUNI TY CHURCH - LATER

Foggy. Cold. A soft wind blows sone dry | eaves along the
ground.

Quiet. The only sounds are the soft calls of sonme DI STANT
NI GHT BIRDS... And the crying of the baby.

Foot steps are heard.

A tall, shadowy figure approaches the baby and picks it up.
We can only see his SECURI TY GUARD uni form

SUPERI MPOSED ON SCREEN

LCS ANGELES - CALI FORNI A - PRESENT TI ME

EXT. THE PACI FI C OCEAN - MORNI NG

A lone palmtree rises up into a clear norning sky. Behind
it, the sparkling blue of the Pacific Ocean and the city of
Los Angel es.



EXT. A SIDE STREET IN VENI CE - MORNI NG

A crunbling old apartnment building. A building facade of old
broken wi ndows and a netal fire escape.

I NT. APARTMENT - SAME TI ME

A worman enters the kitchen, pours m |k over a bow of cerea
and places it on an enpty kitchen table. MARY is in her md
40's. Bl ack. The years of hardship has taken over her once
pretty face.

MARY
ANOTHONY! Are you gonna cone out of
that roomtoday or what?

Mary turns to see a BOY in a yellow T-shirt wal king toward
the table. Anthony is 13. A handsone bl ack boy with curly
hai r and green eyes.

MARY (cont’ d)
Come on baby, your cereal is
getting soggy and we’'re both
getting late.

Ant hony sits at the table, dips the spoon in the bow and
stirs it quietly. Mary is noving constantly.

ANTHONY
| don't feel |ike going to school
t oday.

MARY
Wy ?

ANTHONY

I don’t know, | just don’t.

MARY
Oh | see. So you wanna ditch schoo
and start hanging out with those
ki ds down at the beach, and the
next thing we know you're doing
drugs and thrown in jail.

ANTHONY
Oh ny god! Mom Rel ax!

MARY
No, Anthony, | can't relax. Look at
us, |look at where we live.



Your dad works two shifts and it’s
barely enough to pay for rent and
food. Do you want that for your
future as well?

Ant hony shakes his head. Mary sits next to him

MARY
Baby | ook at ne.

He does.

MARY
You need to go school. This is the
best thing for you, the only thing
me and your dad can offer you.

ANTHONY
He doesn’t offer ne anything.

MARY
Ant hony don’t tal k about your
father |ike that.

He stares at the bow .

MARY
K, lets go, go get your bag.

She | ooks at himas he heads slowy to his room A worried
| ook in her eyes.

I NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG HALLWAY - LATER
Ant hony waits as Mary wal ks to the mail box.

The nanme “DAVID SHELTON' is printed on one of the mail boxes.
A smal | piece of paper is tucked in between the mail box and
a small opening on top. Mary takes it.

It’s a small white envel ope. She quickly opens it and seens
very happy with what she finds as she ki sses the envel op and
qui ckly stashes it in her purse.

ANTHONY
VWhat is it, Mnf

She waps her armaround his shoul der as they head out of the
bui I di ng.

MARY
It’s alittle gift... Agift from
heaven.



ANTHONY
Oh yeah? CGod is sending us gifts
from heaven?

MARY
| don’t know. But whoever it is,
it’s someone with a very, very big
heart.

EXT. STREET - LATER

Ant hony and his nother cross the street. Mary stops at a
store front to |l ook at a RED DRESS.

ANTHONY
Mom you do that everyday. Wy
don’t you buy this dress and get it
over with?

She smles as they continue wal ki ng.

MARY
(si ghi ng)
Soneday | will... So what’s going

on at school today?

ANTHONY
Not hi ng. The usual .

MARY
No chess gane?

ANTHONY
No. | don't feel I|ike playing.

EXT. STREET - AFTERNOON

The usual LOS ANGELES traffic is on full display. Anthony
jogs to try and cross the street but the crossing signal
turns red. He waits. Suddenly, a |luxurious, new ROLLS ROYCE
pulls up right in front of himand waits for the green |ight.

Ant hony can’t help but to stare inside.

He sees four people. The driver, an old gray-haired man in
his md 50's, looking at the light inpatiently, next to him
is another man, black, in his md 40's. In the back sits an
el egant bl ack wonman and a 9 year old girl.

Later we will know them WIlliamthe driver, Andy, Ms
Kat hryn and Jenny.



Ant hony’ s eyes stop at Kathryn. She is |ooking right back at
him WIlliamturns to say sonmething and notices the | ook on

Kathryn's face. His eyes find Anthony and for sone reason he
i medi ately makes a sharp right turn... And the ROLLS speeds
away.

I NT. THE ROLLS ROYCE - MOMENTS LATER

As the car speeds away. Kathryn turns and | ooks agai n at
Ant hony. WIlliamis watching her closely through the mrror.

WLLI AM
Is everything OK? Ms Kat hryn?

KATHRYN
That ki d.

W LLI AM
VWhat ki d?

KATHRYN
That cute kid we just passed at the
i ntersection. He rem nds of
soneone, not sure who.

Jenny turns to | ook for Anthony.

JENNY
Wiere is he?
KATHRYN
It’s alright, It’s just...
W LLI AM
Wul d you like ne to turn back,
Ma' anf
KATHRYN

No WIlliam it’s alright...Lets
keep driving, lets go to Malibu...
What do you think, Jenny?

Jenny nods.

BACK TO ANTHONY

He still hasn't noved. His eyes are still trying to follow
t he ROLLS

ANTHONY
ww That was ni ce.



Ant hony is about to cross the street when he hears a warm
voi ce from behi nd.

WOVAN (O S.)
Ant hony? Is that you?

He turns. It’s MRS RICHARDSON, his old teacher. She's in her
late 50's, gray hair and | ovely warm eyes under a pair of
t hi ck gl asses.

ANTHONY
Oh, hi Ms Richardson

They are crossing the street. Her armis resting on his
shoul der as the conversati on conti nues;

MRS RI CHARDSON
How are you, Anthony, and how is
your nonf?

ANTHONY
She’s fine... Wrks alot.

They arrive at a house on the corner, an old Bungal ow. She
st ops.

MRS RI CHARDSON
So, Ant hony, have you been a good
boy at school lately or...

He sm | es and nods.

MRS. Rl CHARDSON
And how is the new teacher, is he
treating you well?

ANTHONY
He’s not so new Ms Ri chardson
It’s been two years al nost. But
he’s good, | like him

MRS. RI CHARDSON

(smling)
When you retire, all your days
becone the same, but that’s good,
I’mglad you like him You are a
good boy, Anthony, never got
yourself in trouble like the other
boys... Do you want to conme in for
tea?



10.

ANTHONY
No thanks, | better go. It was good
seei ng you.

MRS RI CHARDSON
It was good seeing you too,
Ant hony, you take care now, honey.

He waves goodbye as he continues down the street.

EXT. PI ER VI EW RESTAURANT - MALI BU - LATER

A tiny stretch of white sand separates this place fromthe
bl ue ocean water.

Wlliamis standing at a patio, watching Kathryn and Jenny
wal ki ng on the shore down below. He smles as Jenny runs to
avoid a gentle wave.

Andy cones from behind and stands next to him
ANDY

(1 ooki ng out at the ocean)
What happened to you earlier?

W LLI AM
What are you tal king about, M
Andy?

ANDY

At that intersection, you | ooked
i ke you saw a ghost.

W LLI AM
A ghost ?

ANDY
Do you know that kid, WIIianf

Wlliamturns to wal k back into the restaurant.
W LLI AM
I’msorry sir, | have no idea what
you’' re tal ki ng about.
WIlliamwal ks in. Andy | ooks suspicious as Wlliamtakes a
seat at one of the tables inside.

I NT. ANTHONY’ S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Ant hony wal ks in. H's father is hone.



11.

DAVID SHELTON is in his late 40's. When he sees Anthony he
turns and wal ks into the kitchen. Anthony notices.

Mary feels the tension as she shoots David with a glare. She
t hen gi ves Anthony a warm hug.

MARY
Hey baby where were you?

ANTHONY
| was just doing stuff.

MARY
K. Cone on |ets have dinner. |
made you a ni ce steak

Davi d shakes his head.

ANTHONY
Nah... 1’ mnot hungry.

MARY
What do you nean you’re not hungry?
You been out all day, what did you
eat ?

DAVI D
He said he’'s not hungry!

MARY

DAVI D!

(to Ant hony)
Ant hony, go change and wash up..
And lets have dinner... Al of
us. ..

(shoots another glare at

Davi d)

Li ke a fam|y!

Davi d shakes his head again as Anthony wal ks slowy to his
room

EXT. CATY LIGHTS - N GHT

The city looks |ike a sparkling deep ocean as an endl ess sea
of white, yellow and blue lights flicker across.

I NT. ANTHONY' S ROOM - NI GHT

Anthony is a sleep. W hear voices outside.
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I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

Mary | ooks mad as she picks up the last enpty dinner plate
fromthe dining table and wal ks over to the kitchen. David
wat ches her as he takes a sip fromhis beer.

DAVI D
Mary. ..
MARY
_(angry)
Davi d, stop
DAVI D
You’ve got to listen to ne for god
sake. | can't do this no nore. |

can't take care of this kid any
| onger. Even the damm noney st opped
com ng.

MARY
No it didn’t. | found the envel ope
t hi s norni ng.

DAVI D
How nmuch?

MARY
The usual . Five hundred. The sane
anount we’ ve been getting every
nonth for the past 13 years and
they wote the sanme thing; “ A gift
for your baby *“

DAVI D
(1 oud)
Your baby... Your baby! As if he’'s
real ly your baby!

MARY
(angry)
DAVI D!
DAVI D
Mary, you better tell your friend,
whoever the hell it is, to be a

l[ittle nore generous, five hundred
is NOT enough anynore. The kid is
ol der now and everything is getting
nore expensive... W need nore
noney or el se..
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MARY
O el se what?
I NT. ANTHONY’ S ROOM - SAME Tl ME

Ant hony’ s eyes are w de open.

BACK AT THE LI VI NG ROOM

DAVI D
O else the kid will have to go.

MARY
(screani ng)
How dare you say that?? How. ..

She suddenly stops and | ooks at Anthony’s bedroom door,
realizing he mght have heard sonething. She runs to the
door, opens it and | ooks inside..
ANTHONY' S BED | S EMPTY.
Mary screans and runs to the wi de open w ndow.

MARY
ANTHONY! I ANTHONY!

She turns to find David at the door. Mary is unable to speak.
She bursts past himlike he’s not even there, toward the
out si de door, opens it and runs out.

EXT. A SIDE STREET IN VENI CE - N GHT

Dark al |l eyways. Deserted parking |ots.

Anthony is running, tears roll down his cheeks as he stops to
t ake a breath.

EXT. A SIDE STREET IN VENI CE - MOMENTS LATER

Mary is crossing the street, running towards us, |ooking in
every direction.

MARY
ANTHONY. . .  ANTHONY. .

She stops a Man.
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MARY
Excuse nme... Have you seen a little
boy in a yellow shirt?

The Man shakes his head. Mary continues to run.

EXT. MRS RI CHARDSON HOME - NI GHT

A young hand knocks on the door. Ms Richardson opens. It’s
Ant hony.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Ant hony, are you OK?

Breat hl ess, Anthony shakes his head. She quickly takes his
hand and | eads himin.

I NT. MRS RI CHARDSON HOMVE - LATER

Anthony is sitting on a small chair. M and Ms Ri chardson
are sitting across fromhim MR R CHARDSON is a kind | ooking
Man in his early 60’s.

MRS. RI CHARDSON
Ant hony, this is an unbelievable
story, all these years and you
didn’t know?

Ant hony shakes his head as he w pes another tear.
MR, Rl CHARDSON

Are you sure they were tal king
about you, son? Maybe you heard

wr ong?

ANTHONY
I"mpretty sure. They were tal king
out | oud.

MRS. RI CHARDSON
I wonder who is this person who
| eaves the noney every nonth. Could
it be your real father or nother?

ANTHONY
| don’t know, maybe.

MR Rl CHARDSON
Do you have any relatives, Son?



15.

ANTHONY
| have an aunt, in New York, but
she never talks to us.

M. Richardson | ooks at his wife as if to get an approval,
she nods.

MR Rl CHARDSON
Don’t worry, Anthony, you can stay
here with us as long as you |iKke.
W don’t have nuch to offer but at
| east you' |l have a hone until you
deci de to go hone.

ANTHONY
I”’m not going back there anynore.
He hates ne.

MRS. RI CHARDSON
Anthony it’s not nice to talk |ike
t hat about your father. |I'’m sure he
didn’t nmean what he said. Tonorrow
norning we' Il take you back hone.

ANTHONY
No. Please don't. I’'Il never go
back there again. | just need a
pl ace for tonight and | prom se
"1l be leaving first thing in the
nor ni ng.

M's Ri chardson wal ks over to Anthony and warps her arm around
hi s shoul der.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Dear. You are welcone in this house
for as long as you like. | was your
teacher for five years, you are
like a son to ne. Cone on now, go
get sone rest. You can use Mac’'s
room

She | eads Anthony to the bedroom He wal ks in as she cl oses
t he door behind him

EXT. MRS RI CHARDSON HOMVE - MORNI NG

M. Richardson wal ks backwards, hol ding one end of a |arge

| ove seat as he tries to keep the front door open with his
foot. Anthony holds the other end. Finally they manage to
take it out and place it next to other pieces of furniture on
the front |awn.
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Ms Richardson follows them out holding an old | anp.

ANTHONY
Anyt hing el se, Ms Richardson?

MRS RI CHARDSON

No dear. This shoul d be enough for

today. It’s amazi ng how nuch junk a

person can collect in thirty years.

ANTHONY

XK then, I... | guess | should go

now.

MRS RI CHARDSON

Onh Ant hony, where will you go from

here?

ANTHONY
I don’t know. ..

MRS RI CHARDSON
Wait a mnute pl ease.

She runs inside. Cones back out seconds |ater holding what

| ooks like a black |eather wallet.

MRS RI CHARDSON
I don’t have nmuch to give you,

dear. But | want you to have this.

They say it brings good | uck.

She opens it. The | eather holder has a mrror
colorful wood frame and drawi ngs of Egyptian Pharaohs and

di fferent kinds of aninuls.

It’s the same M RROR Amun gave to Hat shepsut.

ANTHONY

Ww This is so cool... But what
it?

MRS RI CHARDSON

I"ve had this mrror for so many

years. My nother brought two of

t hem from Egypt when she visited

there many years ago. But | | ost
t he ot her one.

Ant hony takes it fromher and examne it.

ANTHONY
What are these draw ngs?

is

inside with a
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MRS. Rl CHARDSON
These are drawi ngs of Egyptian
Phar aohs and their sacred ani nal s.

ANTHONY
Ms R chardson | can’t take it,
it’s a gift fromyour nother

MRS. RI CHARDSON
It’s alright, dear, you need it
nore than I do, you need all the
| uck you can get.

ANTHONY
Thank you so nuch.

Ant hony takes few steps backwards, then turns and | eaves.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARDWALK - DAY

Two blonds in bikinis roller-blade into view It’s a young,
hip cromd of surfers, joggers and nusicians.

Ant hony shows up, strolling al ong.

A crowd had gathered to watch a man pl ayi ng chess agai nst
four players at once... And seens to be wi nning.

DANTE is a fast-talking black man in his md 20°s. He noves
his bl ack queen across one of the boards and check-mates the
ki ng of one of the astonished players.

DANTE
(sarcastic)
Cone on baby I don’t have all day.
Your king is out of breath and I'm
out of noney and the sun is
shinning and the day is long...
Keep the ball rolling. NEXT!

Ant hony finds his way through the half circle surrounding
Dante. Cautious not to be seen by him Anthony stares at one
of the boards. Seconds |ater he reaches from behi nd one of

t he players and noves his white queen to check-nmate Dante’s
ki ng. Anthony then retreats quickly with a smle on his face.

The pl ayer, |looking at his board with wi de open eyes, stands
up quickly. Dante stares at the board in disbelief.

DANTE
(shaki ng his head)
Oh no you didn’t!
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He spots Anthony wal ki ng away. . .

DANTE
Hey! Get back here!

And gives a short chase.

DANTE
I’ mgonna get you, kid... |
prom se. .. NEXT!

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - EVEN NG

Ant hony sits under a lifeguard tower, finishing the last bite
of a hanburger and licks his fingers. He rel axes back and
cl oses his eyes.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - NI GHT

The noonlight cast tiny silver beans over the dark blue
water. Anthony is still under the lifeguard tower, and stil
sl eepi ng.

Someone had pl aced a bl anket on top of him H's hands reach
for the blanket and pulls it tighter around his neck.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - MORNI NG

The cl ear blue sky adds shades of purple and green to the
ocean water. Anthony is still wapped in the blanket. He
noves as he slowy opens his eyes.

A DOG BARKS

Anthony is startled as he | ooks around and finds a GREY
CHI HUAHUA, staring at him

Ant hony rubs his eyes and stretches his nuscles.

ANTHONY
Thanks for waki ng ne up!

The little dog shakes it’'s tail.

ANTHONY
Hey... Listen, |eave ne al one, OK?
I"’mnot in the nobod to play, you
better go find your owner, or
better yet, go get us sone
br eakf ast .
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The dog bar ks agai n.

ANTHONY
Trying to be funny ha? Well you're
not! You | ook funny, but you re NOT
funny.

Anot her bark.

ANTHONY
(1 aughi ng)
You shoul d see how funny you | ook
when you bark... You shake like a

leaf! As a matter of fact | wll
show you right now

Ant hony searches his pocket and pulls out the mrror. He is
about to flash it on the dog’s face when he notices

sonmet hing. His finger reaches under the cover and finds two
TVENTY DOLLAR BI LLS.

ANTHONY
Oh ny god! Ms Richardson you are
an angel .

He hol ds the noney up high.

ANTHONY
(to the dog)
Hey | ook... Look what | have now. |
have noney and guess what! | am
buyi ng me  BREAKFAST! !

He throws the blanket to the side and gets up.

ANTHONY (cont’ d)
But before I go, ny little friend,
I wanna show you how funny you
| ook, here, knock yourself out.

He flashes the mirror on the dog’'s face... But then
sonet hing very interesting happens.

ANTHONY' S POV

He is |looking at the dog.... H's eyes shift slowy, away from
t he dog and down to his own feet... But they' re not there.

His feet are now CLAWS

ANTHONY HAS TRANSFORMED | NTO AN | DENTI CAL CHI HUAHUA.
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ANTHONY (V. Q)
Ch ny god... HELPPP... WHAT
HAPPENED TO ME??

Now we see TWO Chi huahuas, and one of themis junping up and
down |ike crazy... Then starts rolling around frantically on
the beach sand, then, suddenly, the dog becones Anthony

agai n.

The little Chi huahua | ooks clueless as it watches the dranma
unfolds with curious eyes.

Anthony is still rolling around frantically. He suddenly
stops and his eyes shifts toward his feet.

Ant hony | ooks very confused. He | ooks around, the Chi huahua
is gone. He spots a Seagull lurking near by and wal ks up to
it, gets the mrror ready, then flashes it into the Seagull’s
face.

ANTHONY |'S NOW A SEAGULL

Now we see TWD Seagulls, and one of themis flopping it’s
wings like crazy, and slowy starts getting off the ground...
10 feet... 20 feet... 30 feet...

ANTHONY/ SEAGULL
Oh my GOOCOOD!! |’ m flying!!

He is now about thirty feet high above the beach sand. He
slowy points hinself toward the ocean water, w ngs are
fl oppi ng fast.

SEAGULL POV

The blue and green water stretch endl essly. A couple of
sail boats are in the far distance. Few surfers down bel ow
trying to catch a good wave, and the Seagul |/ Anthony is
flying high.

ANTHONY/ SEAGULL (cont’ d)
(very excited)
I AM FLYI NG !

He flies in circles, still unsure of his noves. He starts to
fall down but then quickly regains his balance and gets up
hi gher and higher. He swings to the right and tries to sw ng
back to the left by flipping over.

One of the surfers down bel ow had finally caught a good wave
and is now pedalling hard to catch it. He hears a scream

| ooks around, finds nothing, |ooks up, and gets the shock of
his life...
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Ant hony is com ng down, hard, right above him The surfer
junps over quickly as Anthony crash | ands hard into the
wat er .

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - MOMENTS LATER

The surfer carries Anthony out of the water. Anthony’ s eyes
are open and seens to be concious. The surfer puts hi mdown
on the sand, Anthony sits up i medi ately.

SURFER
Are you alright, kid?

Ant hony nods.

SURFER
OK... (screans) WHERE THE HELL DI D
YOU COMVE FROM??

ANTHONY
l... I was surfing... Right next to
you. .. Dude!

SURFER
(shaki ng his head)
Do ne a favor, kid, DO NOT surf
next to ne again... OK?

Ant hony nods.

ANTHONY
Yes sir!

The second the surfer turns and | eaves, Anthony pulls the
mrror out of his pocket, takes it out of the holder and
flips it around.

ANTHONY
So this means | can turn into a
Bird... A dog... and maybe | ots of
things... OH My GOD! !

He puts it back in his pocket and suddenly junps up on his
feet and starts danci ng.

ANTHONY
I can fly... Yessss | CAN FLY. | AM
SUPERVAN! !
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EXT. STREET - DAY

A man wal ks toward Ms Richardson’s honme. MACis in his early
30"s, tall with long blond hair. He walks up to the front
door, stands there for few seconds, then turns and wal ks

t hrough a side door toward the backyard.

MRS RI CHARDSON (O. S.)
Stop right therel

M's Ri chardson stands right behind Mac with a broonstick and
seens ready to strike. He stops and turns.

MRS RI CHARDSON
MAC?

MAC
Hel l o... Mbother.

She wal ks cl oser and gives hima cold hug.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Lost your keys or what?

He ignores the question and wal ks back toward the house. Hi's
not her follows, a worried | ook in her eyes.

I NT. MRS RI CHARDSON HOME - LI VI NG ROOM
Mac’ s eyes are searching for sonething.

MRS RI CHARDSON
So...Wien did they let you out?

MAC
(w t hout | ooki ng)
Last ni ght.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Way didn’'t you..

VAC
(i nterrupting)
Where' s dad?

MRS RI CHARDSON
He Wnt to see Aunt Judy. Wiat is
it, Mac, what’'s on your m nd?

Mac wal ks through the hallway into the kitchen, then opens a
si de door and wal ks in.
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MRS RI CHARDSON
What are you | ooking for?

Ms richardson | ooks worried as she sits on the sofa. Minents
| ater, Mac wal ks out, | ooking furious.

MAC
What the hell happened in there?
Wiere's all the stuff?

MRS RI CHARDSON
We had a garage sale, got rid of
nost it... Wy?

MAC
There was a... Alittle box... Wat
did you do with it??

MRS Rl CHARDSON
Oh... You nean that box?

She points to a small wooden brown box in one of the corners
on the floor. He quickly wal ks over, holds it up and opens
it.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Mac, what are you | ooking for?

He fingers frantically go through various small itens,
tossing everything onto the floor then pouring over it. He
t hen shoots another glare at his nother.

MAC
VWhere is it?

MRS Rl CHARDSON
VWhere is what?

VAC
THE GOD DAMN M RROR!

MRS RI CHARDSON
Is that what you re | ooking for?
The mirror?

MAC
(angry) o
YES! Where the hell is it?

MRS RI CHARDSON
Vll... | didn't know it was that
inmportant to you so l... | gave it
awnay.
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MAC
YOU WHAT??

He hol ds the box up high and throws it hard onto the fl oor,
breaking it to pieces. Hi s nother is frightened.

MRS RI CHARDSON
I’msorry... It’'s been sitting
there for years | didn't know. ..

VAC
(i nterrupting)
Who did you give it to?

She seens to have | ost her nenory for a second.

MRS RI CHARDSON
... | gave it to..

VAC
TO WHO !

MRS RI CHARDSON
To Anthony... Yes, Anthony.

MAC
And who the hell is Anthony?

M's Richardson | ooks confused and can barely find the words.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Ant hony, the kid... Mary’'s kid, you
know hi m

He turns and is about to | eave.
MRS Rl CHARDSON

You won’t find himat hone, he no
| onger lives there.

VAC
(w t hout | ooki ng)
Don’t worry, I'1l find him

EXT. BUS STOP - AFTERNCON

A big blue bus is starts to nove away. A man bolts after it,
screamng for the driver to stop. As the bus roars out of
sight we see soneone still standing at the bus stop. It’s
Mac.

He wal ks across the street and finds sone kids, playing.



MAC
Hey, has anyone seen Ant hony
lately?

KID #1
(shaki ng his head)
Not me, he hasn’t been to school
for few days.

KID #2
|’ ve seen him hanging out at the
beach.
MAC
When was that?
KID #2
Coupl e of days ago.
KID #3
Is he in some kind of trouble,

m ster?

Mac sm | es and shakes hi s head.

MAC
No, not at all. | just wanna say hi
to him.. Well, let me ask you

this, have you seen any strange
animal s around here lately? A
strange dog or cat?

KID #1
Timy just found a Cat.

VAC
(excited)
Aha! And where will I find Tinmy?
Kid #1 points to a house across the street.

KID #1
Right there in that house.

MAC
Very good.

Mac is about to cross the street.
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KI D #3
Sir... If you re |looking for a cat,
| can give you one, ny sister has
three, in fact you can have them

all.

MAC
Oh no, what I'’mlooking for is a
very special cat... An Egyptian
cat.

EXT. TIMW S HOUSE - MOMVENTS LATER

It’s an old beat up bungalow. Tinmmy is in the front |awn
playing with a small black and white cat. Mac junps over the
little fence and grabs the cat. Timmy screans.

Mac hol ds the cat up high near his face.

MAC
You think you re smart huh? You
t hought | couldn’t find you, didn't
you... DIDN T YOU

He frantically starts rubbing the top of the cat’s head,
waiting for something to happen... Nothing happens. He i s now
rolling her over the grass. The cat seens to enjoy it.

Timy is shocked. The three kids join the party and seemto
be enjoying the scene.

Mac finally realizes the cat he is holding is actually a CAT
He throws it down on the grass.

MAC
(angry) |
Dam it you're a CAT!! nothing but
a damm cat!!

He turns to leave. But he is now face to face with Tinmy’s
father. A big, ugly giant of a Man with a westling-type
body... And he seens very angry.

TI MW’ S FATHER
Al right, before | beat the living
hel | out of you, do you wanna tell
me what the hell did you think this
cat was??
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MAC
(i npatient)
I And lets get it over with, I'm

in a hurry. Beat away.

The last thing we see before leaving this scene is Timmy’s
father’s hand, which | ook |ike a hanrer, going down, fast, in
the direction of Mac’s head.

EXT. A CONVEN ENT STORE - DAY

Ant hony wal ks out of the store holding a candy bar, takes a
big bite as he strolls down this busy shopping street. He
wal ks past a bookstore. Notices sonething, stops and takes a
step backwards.

Di spl ayed on a bookshelf is a colorful ANIMAL BOOK with a
picture of a Gizzly Bear on the cover. Anthony stares at the
book.

I NT. BOOKSTORE - MOMENTS LATER

Ant hony sits on a small bench between two large isles filled
with all kinds of books. He has an open book in his hands.

He turns a page and sees all kinds of animals pictures. A
Lion... A Gizzly Bear... A Hawk.

At the next isle over there is an old couple, |ooking at sone
books.

Ant hony turns another page over and finds a picture of a
LION, he stares at it, his hand noves slowy to his pocket,
reaches for the mrror and holds it up, his fingers shake.

ANTHONY
I wonder if... Is it possible?

The old man in the next isle over flips open a book. He hears
something. He lifts his eyes slowy and | ooks at his wife,
who’ s busy | ooking at a nmagazine. He walks slowy to the end
of the isle and takes a peek.

Suddenly he is face to face with A LION. H's glasses drop. He
retreats very slowy and | ooks at his wfe.

OLD MAN
Hel en.
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HELEN
(w t hout | ooki ng)
What is it, dear.

OLD MAN
| just saw a...

HELEN
Ha?

He shakes his head and wal ks back slowy to the end of the
i sle, takes another peek. A Chinpanzee is smiling at him

OLD MAN
Hel en! !

HELEN
What is it, Henry?

HENRY
Coul d you cone over for a second?

She | ooks at him He is shaking hard. She wal ks over to him
qui ckly.

HELEN
What is it dear? Are you OK?

HENRY
I don’t know, | ook over at the next
isle, please... And tell ne what

you see.

She wal ks over to the other isle and | ooks. She finds
Ant hony, smling at her.

ANTHONY
Hel | o.

She smiles and wal ks back to her husband.

HELEN
XK Henry, | |ooked. What was |
supposed to find, dear?

HENRY
A.. OK Helen, listen to nme, go
get the car. I want to go see that

doct or agai n.

HELEN
Whi ch one? The eye doctor?
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HENRY
(shaki ng his head)
No. The ot her one.

HELEN
(surprised)
That doctor?

Henry nods.

EXT. PARK BENCH - DAY

Ant hony unfol ds a couple of pages he ripped up fromthe book.
They have all kinds of animals pictures, but one picture in
particular gets his attention. It’s of a little green and
blue bird. He stares at it.

EXT. ANTHONY’ S BUI LDI NG - LATER

The small green bird |l ands on the edge of Anthony’s w ndow
and | ooks inside the room

Mary sits on Anthony’s bed. She | ooks tired. The little bird
is outside the wi ndow, |ooking at her... She wal ks over to
the wi ndow. The bird sits still.

MARY
Hel | o t here.

She slowy reaches with her finger to the top of the bird s
head and touches it gently.

MARY
Look at you with your pretty
col ors.

DAVID (V. Q)

MARY!! WHERE THE HELL ARE YQOU!

The second the bird hears the voice, it turns and flies away.

EXT. LOS ANCELES SKYLI NES - DAY
The bird flies high over the streets of Los Angel es.

ANTHONY/ Bl RD
Whoooooo! I'!
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It flies on top of buildings... H ghways... Across parks and
pl aygrounds. It flies | ow near a speedi ng anbul ance and
imtates it’'s sound.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - EVEN NG
Ant hony strolls along the Board wal k.

WOMAN (O S.)
Are you Ant hony?

Ant hony turns and finds a BLACK WOMAN in her early 30’s even
t hough she | ooks ol der. Obviously a honel ess fromthe way
she’s dressed and the shopping cart which is filled with
enpty cans that she’s pushing.

ANTHONY
Yes...?

WOVAN
I have a nessage for you (points to
a pay phone) Sonmeone wants you to
wait by that pay phone over there.

ANTHONY
(surprised)
Who?

VWOVAN
| have no idea, dear..

At that nonment the PAY PHONE rings.

WOVAN
But you better go get it.

Ant hony runs to the phone and picks up the handl e.
ANTHONY
(i nto phone)
Hel | 0?
A deep man’s voice is heard on the other end.

MAN (V. Q)
Hel | o Ant hony.

ANTHONY
Hell 0? Who is this?



MAN (V. Q)
It’s not inportant who I am.. Tel
me sonet hi ng, how cone you haven’t
been goi ng home?

Ant hony pauses for a nonent.

Ant hony’ s

ANTHONY
Because ny father doesn’t want ne
t here.

MAN (V. Q)
How cone?

ANTHONY
| don’t know you, why should | tel
you?

MAN (V. Q)
I need to know, it’s very
i mportant.
ANTHONY
Listen mster, if you don’t tell ne
who you are, |’ m hanging up the
phone. | don't talk to strangers.
MAN (V. Q)
I’mnot a stranger... | know about

you nore than you know about
your sel f.

ANTHONY
Are you the FIVE HUNDRED DOLLAR
man?

MAN (V. Q)
Oh... So this is the name you gave
nme? The FI VE HUNDRED DCOLLAR nan.
That’ s a funny nane..

ANTHONY
So it’s you?

MAN (V. Q)
Yes.

heart is beating fast now.

ANTHONY
Who are you?

31.
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MAN (V. Q)
I can’t tell you who I am not now,
it’s too dangerous for you and ne.
But you have to go back home now,
it’s not safe for you out here.

ANTHONY
| told you I can’t go home, ny
father doesn’'t want ne there. He
said the noney is not enough.

There is silence for a nonent, then;

MAN (V. Q)
That’s fine, 1'lIl give himnore
nmoney, 1’1l make it a THOUSAND each
nonth... It’s your noney anyway,
Ant hony.

ANTHONY
My noney??

MAN (V. Q)
Yes it is.

ANTHONY
(angry) |
X, listentone, I will not go
honme, | am not goi ng anywhere until
you tell nme who you arel!

There is silence on the other end.

ANTHONY
Hel | 0?... HELLO'!
Ant hony spots the honel ess woman, still lurking near by. He
runs to her.
ANTHONY
EXCUSE ME!'! EXCUSE ME!'! Where was
t hat man?
WOVAN
What man?
ANTHONY

The man who asked you to get ne to
t hat phone!
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WOVAN
Oh... (she points) over there,
about two bl ocks down that way,
standi ng near a pay phone.

Ant hony turns quickly and is about to run.

JACKY
He was standing near a small white
car.

The second she finishes her sentence, Anthony starts running.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARD WALK - MOMENTS LATER

Ant hony is running fast. He spots a PAY PHONE, stops and
| ooks everywhere. ..

there is no trace of the man or the car. Anthony gets an
idea. He finds a small alley, runs to it, seconds later, the
Geen Bird flies out of the alley.

At that noment, a fam liar face appears from behind a wall.
It’s ANDY. He | ooks around then wal ks slowy towards the
al l ey where Anthony went, but finds nothing. He turns and
starts wal king toward the crowded Boar dwal k.

EXT. CTY VIEWS - LATER

The Green Bird/ Anthony flies high over rooftops and narrow
streets.

Down bel ow, about a half mle away, a small white car nakes a
sharp right turn and di sappears quickly.

The bird spots it and is now hot on it’s trail

The driver nmakes another turn and is now driving uphil
towards a crowded street. The bird hovers above the car and
starts to descend.

ANTHONY/ GREEN BI RD
Here it is... Lets see who you are
M ster FIVE HUNDRED DOLLAR Man.

The bird is only few feet away now fromthe car and is able
to get a glinpse of the driver. But there is not nuch to see,
the driver is wearing a baseball cab and thick sungl asses.
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The bird descends further to get a better |ook, but the
driver suddenly speeds up as he makes another right turn and
nmerges into traffic. A road sign reads: “SUNSET BLVD

The bird foll ows, but slows down a bit to catch it’'s breath.
At that nmonent, a very loud HORN i s heard.

The Green Bird turns quickly to |l ook and is suddenly face to
face with an enornmously | arge, speeding BIGRI G only few
feet anay fromit.

Ant hony’ s voice is heard scream ng as the bird gathers al
it’s strength and pushes itself upwards, avoiding a deadly
strike, and working hard to keep it’'s bal ance as the
MECHANI CAL MONSTER passes under it...

ANTHONY/ GREEN BI RD
For all of you who think flying is
easy... | T"S NOT!

And the chase continues as the bird catches up again with
the car. But it’s not noving anynore. It’s parked next to a
| arge | RON GATE.

The bird hovers around it, it’s enpty. It |ooks around but
sees nothing as it got darker now.

ANTHONY/ GREEN BI RD
Wiere did he go? Ch well, at |east
I know where he lives.
EXT. MRS RI CHARDSON HOVE - NI GHT
M's Ri chardson opens her door and is surprised to see

Ant hony, sitting at her door steps, pale and exhausted.

I NT. MRS RI CHARDSON HOME - MOMENTS LATER

Anthony is on the sofa still catching his breath. Ms
Ri chardson wal ks up to himwith a cup of tea.
ANTHONY
M's Richardson you will not

bel i eve. ..

MRS RI CHARDSON
(i nterrupting)
Ant hony, listen to nme first. My son
Mac is | ooking for you, he wants
that mrror | gave you
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ANTHONY
That’s why | cane here, to tell you
about the mrror. Mybe your son
knows what it can do to people.

MRS Rl CHARDSON
What does it do?

ANTHONY
OK... Watch, but don't be scared.

Ant hony wal ks over to the mddle of the room takes the
mrror out of his pocket along with the pictures of animals.
Finds a picture of a cat and slowy points the mrror on it.

ANTHONY
Ready?

She nods. Anthony points the mrror right on the cat’'s face.
M's Ri chardson eyes go wi de open as she junps over her seat.
The cat slowy sits down then rolls around. Now we see

Ant hony agai n.

MRS Rl CHARDSON
1"l be dammed!! How did that

happen??

ANTHONY
I have no idea. But | can turn into
any animal | want the mnute |
point the mirror into that animal’s
face. And all | have to do is to
roll over and I’ m back to nyself
agai n.

MRS. RI CHARDSON
Anthony this is so amazing. This is
like magic, or maybe it’'s a really
a Pharaohs mirror!

ANTHONY
I think so too.

MRS RI CHARDSON
So that’s why Mac wants this mrror
back so badly. He knows what it can
do. You know, Mac used to spend
hours and hours in the garage. |
wasn’t sure what he was doing. And
| could swear | used to hear al
ki nds of strange sounds, ani mal
sounds.



And the next day I‘d go in and | ook
around, but I couldn’t find
anything. And then about three
weeks ago, Mac was arrested when

t he cops found sone stolen jewelry
with him The owner of the Jewelry
store, swore a DOBERVAN snatched it
and ran away. They came and
searched our house but they
couldn’t find anything. But they
still arrested himbecause they

t hought he owned the dog and
trained it to steal... They took
himto jail but then let himgo
because they couldn’t prove he

st ol e anyt hi ng.

ANTHONY
I”"msure he used the mrror to
becone a dog.

MRS RI CHARDSON
This is so scary, Mac shoul d never
have this mrror again... Never
You better keep it in a safe place.

Ant hony gets up and gets ready to | eave.

ANTHONY
Don't worry, Ms Richardson, |1
be very careful... By the way,

found the FI VE HUNDRED DOLLAR Man.

MRS. Rl CHARDSON
VWhat ?? Where?? Who i s he??

ANTHONY
| still don't know who he is. But
he knew | | eft honme and call ed ne.

He told nme he' |l give ny father
nore noney if | went back home. He
thinks it’s too dangerous for ne.

MRS. RI CHARDSON
I think so too, it’s not safe to be
out on your own. Just go hone
Ant hony.

ANTHONY
I’ mnot going honme. I’ mnot going
anywhere until | know what’s goi ng

on around ne.

36.
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MRS. Rl CHARDSON

(smling)
Look at you. What a brave kid you
are. 1 amso proud of you

He is about to | eave.

MRS RI CHARDSON
Ant hony.

ANTHONY
Yes?

MRS RI CHARDSON
Have you tried to... No, forget it.

ANTHONY
VWat is it?

She hesitates, then;

MRS RI CHARDSON
I wonder if this mrror also work
on peopl e.

ANTHONY
What do you nean?

MRS Rl CHARDSON
I nean, what woul d happen if you
flashed the mirror into a hunan’s

face, or a picture... | wonder
if...

ANTHONY
Ms Richardson, | never thought of

that, you think it mght work on
peopl e too?

She shrugs.

ANTHONY
Vell, only one way to find out.

He takes the mrror out and wal ks closer to Ms Ri chardson.

ANTHONY
Ready?

MRS RI CHARDSON
Wi t .
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She di sappears in her roomfor few seconds then conmes back
hol ding a picture. It’s an old black and white photograph of
a very pretty and young blond girl.

ANTHONY
Who is this girl? Your daughter?

She shakes her head, then closes her eyes for a second.

MRS Rl CHARDSON
No dear... This is ne.

ANTHONY
Oh Ms Richardson, you were SO
beautiful... Vow
MRS RI CHARDSON
Ant hony, 1’ m so scared now.
ANTHONY
Don’t worry... It’lIl only be a
m nute... Ready?

He unfol ds the | eather hol der and hands her the mrror. She
holds it as her fingers shake. She | ooks at herself for a
second then slowy flashes the mrror on her picture..

Not hi ng happens... She does it again... And again, still,
not hi ng happens. A tear rolls down her cheek as she hands the
mrror back to Anthony.

ANTHONY
" msorry.

She wi pes her tears.

MRS RI CHARDSON
No, it’s OK dear, it was just a
t hought, or maybe a dream

ANTHONY
It woul d’ve been nice, wouldn't it?

MRS RI CHARDSON
You woul dn’t know until you get
ol der, how beautiful it is to be
young... Live your life, Anthony,
enj oy every nonment. Make the best
out of every second, for each day
t hat goes by ny dear, it wll
never, ever return.
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EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARD WALK - DAY

Anthony is strolls along. He passes by the Dante the chess
man who shoots himwth a glare. Anthony smles and keeps
wal ki ng. He passes by a restaurant.

Afamly sits out in the patio with all kinds of food plates
on the table. Anthony slows down and | ooks at the food with
hungry eyes. He rubs his stomach and keeps wal ki ng.

Now he passes a store front with a big Rotisserie Chicken
oven, he stops and stares. The gol den brown chi ckens rol
slowy as Anthony’s hungry eyes roll with them

His final stop is a HOT DOG stand. The owner hands sone kid a
bi g hot dog sandw ch then | ooks at Anthony.

HOT DOG MAN
Hell o ki d, wanna hot dog?

Ant hony hesitates.

ANTHONY
Un.. How nmuch is it?
HOT DOG MAN
A dol | ar.
ANTHONY
Wi t .
He turns around, reaches inside his pocket, pulls out sone
change... And counts fifty cents.
ANTHONY
How about if | get it w thout
nmust ard? How much will it be?
HOT DOG MAN
A dol | ar.
ANTHONY
Uh... How about if | get it wthout
bread?
HOT DOG MAN
Listen kid, |I’m busy, go hone and
make your self a cheese sandw ch or
sonet hi ng.

Ant hony shoots a glare at the man, turns and wal k away.
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A man in shorts and joggi ng shoes passes by Anthony. He has a
l eash in his hand, at the end of it is a white Husky.

Ant hony stares at the dog and gets an idea. The man wal ks
into a pet store, Anthony follows. Seconds |ater we see the
Husky/ Ant hony strolling out of the store... Alone.

The Husky approaches that sane patio table. The famly
i medi ately notice him

KI D
Dad, | ook at this white dog.
MOM
Oh how pretty.
DAD
That’s a nice | ooking dog. | think
it’s lost.
KI D

Dad, can | feed it, please?

Dad nods. The kid reach for a plate full of chicken bones and
throws a couple to the Husky. Anthony |ooks at the bones,
they | ook so clean, alnbst no neat on them

ANTHONY/ HUSKY (V. Q.)
You don’t really expect ne to eat
that do you? Hey how about some of
t hose french fries?

KI D
Maybe he’s not hungry.

Ant hony/ Husky shakes it’s pretty white head and heads for the
HOT DOG st and agai n.

HOT DOG MAN
Ch what do we have here! Look at
you. .. How pretty.

He runs his fingers through the thick white fur
HOT DOG MAN
Hey | have sonething for you, you
gonna love it.

He reaches inside the HOI DOG steaner and picks up a big
pi ece of nmeat and is about to hand it to Anthony/ Husky.
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At that sanme nonent sonething happens. Someone had just pet
the Husky. It’s a woman and a little girl who just passed
hi m

But sonething else is happening. Alittle kid in Anthony’s
age, wearing a torn shirt, is acting in a strange way.

It looks Iike the kid is stal king soneone. Anthony follows
the kid’s line of sight. It stops at two people, the wonman
and the little girl. Anthony keeps watchi ng.

ANTHONY/ HUSKY
What is he up to?

The ki d approaches them slowy, then suddenly snatches a
shoppi ng bag fromthe girl’s hand and runs fast. The girl
Screans.

Ant hony/ Husky reacts quickly and bolts after the kid.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARD WALK - MOMENTS LATER

The kid is running fast while holding on tight to the
shoppi ng bag. He stops to make sure no one is after him and
sees A BIG WHI TE HUSKY closing in on himfast.

The kid turns and runs faster... And the Husky follows.

A park bench is in the way. The Husky can’'t stop or turn, so
it perfornms a spectacul ar stunt, junping high over the park
bench |i ke a Marat hon runner.

The kid sees a restaurant. The “Chi na Gold Restaurant” and
runs inside... And the HUSKY foll ows.

I NT. THE CHI NA GOLD RESTAURANT - MOMENTS LATER

The Husky enters the packed restaurant. People are shocked. A
man comes out of the kitchen with a broonstick trying to
scare the dog. Anthony/Husky barks at himangrily. The man
backs of f.

ANTHONY/ HUSKY (V. Q.)
X kid where are you?... Were are
you (sniff) this is so strange. The
snells are so strong around here..

The dog follows the scent.
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EXT. BACK ALLEY - MOMENTS LATER

The kids runs out into the back alley but realizes he has no
where to go. One side is closed by AN | RON GATE and on the
ot her side... Stands the Husky... Ready to attack.

The kid freezes... The Husky approaches himslowy... The kid
| ooks very scared, his body is shaking... He drops the
shoppi ng bag and sits on the ground.

The Husky is only inches away fromhim The kid closes his
eyes and waits for the big attack... But it never conmes. He
opens his eyes... And finds hinself alone in the alley.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARD WALK - MOMENTS LATER

Ant hony finds the woman and the little girl talking to a
bi cycle Cop. He wal ks up to them and hands the shoppi ng bag
to the little girl.

ANTHONY
Is this yours?

G RL
YES!

She takes it quickly and opens it to nake sure everything is
init.

OFFI CER
(to the girl)
I's anyt hing m ssi ng?

G RL
Oh no, nothing is m ssing.
(to Ant hony)
Thank you... Thank you so nuch.

The woman is staring at Anthony. As we get a closer |ook, we
know her. It’s that same wonan who was in the ROLLS ROYCE.
Ms. Kathryn.

OFFI CER

Where did you find it, kid?
ANTHONY

Well 1... | chased the kid who

stole it and took it back from him

Ant hony just got hinself a very nice |ook fromJenny. He saw
it and his face just turned red.



OFFI CER
Do you renenber how he | ooked Iike?
ANTHONY
No. But he was wearing a yell ow
shirt.
OFFI CER
What’ s your name?
ANTHONY
Ant hony.
OFFI CER

Good job Anthony... OK then Ladies
and Centl enen, glad everything
wor ked out well, stay safe now.

The officer gets on his bike and | eaves.

KATHRYN
Thank you, Anthony, you are such a
brave boy.

He sm | es.

KATHRYN
By the way, have we net before?

ANTHONY
I"mnot sure... | don’t think so.

Kat hryn suddenly renenbers.

KATHRYN
Oh wait a mnute. The other day, on
the traffic light, we were in the
car... Renenber?

ANTHONY
Oh that’s right, you were in that
big car.

She smi | es.

KATHRYN
Oh I'"msorry.
(she extends her hand)
I am Kat hryn Thomas. And this is
Jenny.

43.
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He shakes hands with her and Jenny. At that nonment WIIiam
appears, wal king towards them but slows down when he sees
Ant hony.

KATHRYN
Ant hony, ne and Jenny would like to
t hank you but we’re not sure how. ..
Ri ght Jenny?

Jenny nods.

KATHRYN
So, you tell us how.

ANTHONY
You don’t have to nma' am

KATHRYN
Oh yes we do. | have an idea, Wy
don’t you join us for |unch?

ANTHONY
(noddi ng)
Cool .

KATHRYN
K good... Wiy don’t you take us to
your favorite restaurant then.

At that nmonment Jenny spots WIIliam

JENNY
H Daddy.

He | ooks unconfortable as he takes few steps toward them

KATHRYN
WIlliam here you are finally. You
m ssed all the action.

W LLI AM
Why? What happened?

KATHRYN
"1l tell you about it later, but
you shoul d neet our new friend
first, his nanme is Anthony..

For sone reason Wlliamcan't hold eyes with Anthony. He
fakes a smle as he nods.
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KATHRYN
. And we’re going to have |unch
because we are starving, right
ki ds?

Jenny and Ant hony nod.

W LLI AM
Oh, you' Il have to excuse ne. |
have sonme things to do. Just cal
me when you're ready.

JENNY
Are you CK, dad?

W LLI AM
Oh yes. ..

He stanps a kiss on Jenny’s cheek as he quickly turns and
| eaves.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARDWALK - LATER

Back to that sane Hot Dog stand. Anthony takes a big bite
froma nustard-filled bun and has another one in the other
hand... Kathryn and Jenny stand there watching. Not sure what
to say. Anthony notices.

ANTHONY
Un .. Maybe we should go to another
pl ace... Right?

They bot h nod.

I NT. THE CHI NA GOLD RESTAURANT - LATER

Ant hony sits across from Kathryn and Jenny. Kathryn can’t
keep her eyes off him

A waitress shows up to take their order.

WAl TRESS
Hello... Do you know what you |ike
or you need nore tinme?

ANTHONY
I like the chicken and the noodl es.

VWAl TRESS
The chi cken Chow Mei n.
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KATHRYN
Thi s sounds good, we’'ll try that
t 0o.

Ant hony notices a pretty gold necklace around Kathryn’s neck.
At the end of it hangs a Gol den Unicorn. Kathryn notices his
| ook.

KATHRYN

Do you like it, Anthony?
ANTHONY

Yes... It’s beautiful, what is it?
KATHRYN

It’s a Unicorn... Suppose to bring

you good luck. It’s a tradition in
nmy famly to wear one of these
neckl aces.

ANTHONY
Do you have a big fam|ly?

She | ooks sad all of a sudden.

KATHRYN
No... Not really, ny husband died
twel ve years ago, | was pregnant.
Then ny... My baby died a year
| ater.

ANTHONY
I’msorry to hear that. Wat
happened to your baby?

Kathryn is getting enotional.

KATHRYN

(si ghi ng)
It was a freak accident. W took a
trip to Big Bear and had a baby
sitter to take care of the baby. On
t he second day we took a hiking
trip, the baby sitter stayed behind
with ny son, Richard. Wen we cane
back she was goi ng crazy, she said
she went away for few m nutes, when
she canme back, Richard was gone. W
searched for weeks but found
not hi ng. The park rangers told us
it could be a Mountain Lion that
took him W never found him..
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Jenny hol ds Kathryn's hand.

KATHRYN
It was all ny fault and | paid
a heavy price for it.

JENNY
Ms. Kathryn you shouldn’t bl ane
yourself. It was an accident.

Ant hony nods hi s approval.

KATHRYN
| guess it was his tine. It wasn't
meant for himto be with us. But
god didn't forget ne. Around that
same tinme Jenny’s nom|left her
dad... And here we are, she’s now
nmy precious baby.

ANTHONY
Oh | thought Jenny was your
daught er.

KATHRYN

No, she’s WIlianm s daughter. He is
the famly driver and the nmnanager
of our property.

JENNY
Now it’s your turn, Anthony, tel
us about your famly.

ANTHONY
I... | have a very good famly. My
not her and father love ne... And |
| ove them

KATHRYN

That’ s good, you are a good boy.
I’ m sure everyone | oves you.

The food arrives and they start eating.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - AFTERNOON

Ant hony and Jenny race on the beach sand. Jenny tries to
catch up to himbut he is too fast for her. They run in a big
circle, inthe mddle of it sits Kathryn. She seens to be

enj oyi ng every nonent.

Ant hony | ooks at the SEAGULLS flying up above.
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ANTHONY
You know Jenny, fromup there you
get the nost beautiful view of the
beach.

JENNY
(sarcastic)
And how do you know that? Did you
fly with the seagulls or what?

Ant hony | ooks at her and smles as they sit next to Kathryn.

A cell phone rings. Kathryn reaches into her purse and takes
it out.

KATHRYN
(on phone)
Yes... OK, we'll be there in few
m nut es.

She hangs up.

KATHRYN
Jenny, your dad is waiting for us,
we better go.

She | ooks at Ant hony.

KATHRYN
Ant hony, we have to go, dear. |
t hi nk you should go hone too. |I'm
sure your momis getting worried
NOW.

He nods.

JENNY
It was nice to neet you, Anthony,
are we going to see you agai n?

ANTHONY
(sad)
Sure. ..

Kat hryn takes a business card out of her purse and hands it
to him

KATHRYN
Ant hony, ny nunber is on this card.
Pl ease feel free to call anytine.

He nods again. Kathryn gently runs her fingers through his
hair. H's face turns red.
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ANTHONY
Way do you have to go now? Wy
don’t you stay |onger?

Kathryn is very touched as we hear honking in the distance.

KATHRYN
We must go now, dear... But |
pronm se when | come back from ny
trip next week, me and Jenny wil |
cone here and | ook for you. We'll
spend a whol e day together.

As they | eave, Jenny makes sure to | ook back and gi ve Anthony
a big smle. Kathryn waves to himbefore they get in the
ROLLS ROYCE... And di sappear.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - EVEN NG

Ant hony is back under the Lifeguard tower. A small bird
hovers cl ose by then [ ands next to him

ANTHONY
H little birdie.

He pulls the blanket over his shoulders as he |lies down.

CAVERA PULLS BACK, slowy winding. It’s quiet here now,
except formthe holl ow sound of the ocean. Canera drifts from

the scene, noving slowy along the silver water... The city
lights... And we find Kathryn, sitting alone on the side of a
bed, crying.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - MORNI NG

Soft wind blows as few norning joggers run al ong the sandy
beach. ..

. And we find Anthony, still under the |ifeguard tower,
wrapped in the blanket. He slowy opens his eyes, stretches
his nuscles and | ooks out at the ocean.

Someone is few feet away fromhim blocking the view, 1T S
MAC... Athin smle painted over his I|ips.

Ant hony sits up quickly.
MAC

Hel | o Ant hony... Renenber ne? Your
old pal Mac... Long tinme no see.



50.

ANTHONY
What do you want ?

MAC
You know what | want.

Mac takes a step closer. Anthony gets up quickly.

MAC
Don't try to run kid, you only
gonna neke it harder on yourself.
Just give me that mrror

Ant hony’ s hand instinctively reaches behind his back pocket.
Mac’s eyes follow his every nove.

ANTHONY
You used this mrror to steal noney
frompeople. Didn't youl

Mac | ooks surpri sed.
MAC

I don’t know what the hell you're
tal ki ng about. Just hand ne the

mrror and | promise | will not
hurt you.

ANTHONY
XK

Ant hony reaches into his back pocket but suddenly turns and
runs. Mac gives chase.

Ant hony runs fast on the sand toward the boardwal k, but Mc
is faster. He is only inches away from Ant hony now. He
reaches with his hand to catch himbut Anthony makes a sharp
dash to the left.

Mac | oses his balance and falls onto the sand. He gets up

qui ckly and again closes the di stance on Anthony. And this
time is able to catch himand wap his arns around him

Ant hony tries to get | ose but Mac has a strong grip on him
At that noment, a voice cones frombehind. It’s a Cop
corP

Hey... Hey | eave him al one..
What’ s goi ng on here?
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VAC
Oficer this kid is a thief. He
t ook sonething that belongs to ne.

ANTHONY
Oficer he's lying. | didn't take
not hi ng from him

cor
What did he take fromyou?

MAC
It’s a mrror. A very expensive
one, belongs to ny old nother and
this kid stole it.

coP
Is this true, kid?
ANTHONY
No sir.
MAC

He’s Iying, search him he’s hiding
it in his back pocket.

Mac tries to reach into Anthony’s back pocket.

coP
Hey!! Don’t touch him

MAC
But officer it’'s...

corP
| said DO NOT TQUCH H M

The officer thinks for a nonent, then;

coP
You know what, | don’t have tine
for this, 1'"mtaking you both in.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - LATER

It’s a busy day here. Cops everywhere. A hand-cuffed young
man i s pushed by an officer. A street hooker is scream ng at
anot her one.

An officer and a dog, part of a K-9 unit, are near the
entrance. The officer is signing sone papers while the Gernman
Shepard waits behind him..
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And we find Anthony and Mac. Standing in front of a desk.

Two officers are busy answering the phones. Mac tries to say
sonet hing but the officer notions to himto wait. Finally one
of the officers is off the phone.

OFFI CER
Al right, what’s going on here?

Ant hony and Mac speak at the sane tine.

OFFI CER
OK, both of you STOP (points at
Ant hony) you kid, go sit there and
wait until | call you.

Ant hony sits at a chair. Right next to himis the Police Dog.

MAC
(poi nts behi nd)
Oficer this kid fool ed ny nother
and stole a very expensive mrror
fromher, and I want it back..
That’' s all.

OFFI CER
Did she file a conplaint?

MAC
Oh cone on officer, she’s an old
woman. No need for paperwork and
all that stuff. Just tell this kid
to give me the mrror and
everyone’s happy.

The officer | ooks over Mac's shoulder... But finds no one.

OFFI CER
Where did he go?

Mac turns quickly. Anthony is gone. All we see is the police
dog. The officer is loosening it’s | eash and getting ready to
| eave.

Mac stares at the dog as the officer takes it out the door.

MAC
Hey! Get back here... Arrest that
dog, it’s the kid... Arrest that
dog... The kid... The dog!

Everyone is laughing. Mac is about to chase the dog but one
of the officers stops him
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OFFI CER
(1 aughi ng)
You wanna file a conplaint against
the K-9 or what?

Everyone burst out |aughing. Mac is going crazy now.

EXT. DOMNTOM LOS ANCELES - DAY

The K-9 unit cruiser is parked on a side street. That sane
of ficer gets out and lets the dog out. A crowd had gat her ed.

OFFI CER
Al right, what happened here?

WOVAN
(mad)
| just got done shopping and sone
kid cane out of nowhere, snatched
nmy purse and ran.

OFFI CER
VWhat did he | ook |ike?

WOVAN
About thirteen. He had a yellow T-
shirt on. He ran that way.

She points to a small alley.

OFFI CER
"1l go check.

The officer heads to the alley. The Gernman Shepard, still on
a | eash, |eads the way.

The of ficer disappears in the alley. The wonman is still
tal king to peopl e.

WOVAN
(shaki ng her head)
Thi s nei ghborhood is so out of
control nowadays. No place is safe.

VAN
That’s right.

WOVAN
And these Cops, | don’t know what
the hell they’re doing.
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MAN
Vell, | think they' re doing the
best they could, after all L. A is
a bigcity.

The officer conmes out of the alley.

OFFI CER
He' s gone. The best thing to do is
to...

The officer stops tal king. He notices that everyone is
glaring at himin disbelief. He's confused. He follows their
l[ine of sight... On the leash... At the end of it is ANTHONY
The officer is shocked.

OFFI CER
WHAT THE!!!

WOVAN

(very angry)
I's that how you treat people now??
Li ke ani mal s?

VAN
Hey! Let the kid go!

An even bigger crowd has gathered now and the officer is

still in shock. Sone people start taking pictures.
OFFI CER
No... You got it wong... |
didn't...
WOVAN

(i nterrupting)
DIDN T WHAT!!! Have a heart!! How
dare you put a kid on a |eash like
that... HOW DARE YQOU

Ant hony stands there with the | eash around his neck, | ooking
as i nnocent as could be.

EXT. DOMNTOWN STREET - LATER

Ant hony strolls down the street, hands in his pocket. A

wi cked smile on his face. He passes by two guys, one of them
is tal king |oud,



55.

QUY #1
Yeah Man, | swear |’ve seen it
with ny own eyes, he had a | eash
around the kid s neck and he was
pulling on it so hard, the kid
couldn’t even breath.

GQUY #2
This is just unbelievable... And
t hen what happened?

GQUY #1
Then anot her officer shows up, he
had two wonen on a | eash al so.

GQUY #2
Man... This is cool, maybe these
of ficers should neet ny wife.

Ant hony | aughs and keeps wal ki ng, but feels sonething behind
him He looks to find... MAC, few feet away from him

VAC
(mad)
Lets see who’'s gonna save you now
ki d!

Ant hony | ooks around then quickly nakes a dash toward an
al l ey.

Mac follows quickly. He turns into an enpty alley... He hears
f oot st eps behind, | ooks and finds Anthony running the other
way .

Anthony is not sure where to go. He finds an old, twenty
story brick building and runs inside.

I NT. BU LDI NG - MOMENTS LATER

Anthony is in the hallway. He | ooks around and finds the
stairs.

Mac runs inside the building, hears footsteps running fast up
the stairs. He follows quickly.

Ant hony is going up fast fromone stair flight to the other,
until he runs out of stairs, sees a door, pushes it open and
finds hinmself on the roof.

He runs toward the edge and | ooks down, it’s a very scary
scene. The cars | ook very small down there on the busy
downt own street.
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Ant hony reaches quickly into his pocket to take out the
mrror.

MAC
I wouldn’t do that if | were you.

Mac is only few steps away fromhim holding a knife. Anthony

takes a step back. Mac holds the knife up, an evil look in
his eyes.
VAC
| gave you a chance but you
woul dn’t take it... Now you | ost
al |l your chances.
ANTHONY
I wll not give you the mrror, you
are evil and you will do evil
things with it, I will not give it

to youl!

Mac hol ds up the knife in one hand and reaches with the other
t oward Ant hony.

MAC
| said give ne the god damm mrror
or I'lIl chop you up to pieces right

here right now, ny patience is
running very thin... Don’t push it!

ANTHONY
I AMNOT GVINGIT TO YOU

Mac takes another step forward. Anthony takes a step
backwards, not realizing he ran out of space...

Anthony is | osing balance and is falling backwards. ..

Mac i s shocked to see Anthony disappearing fromhis |ine of
sight... Anthony screans as he starts falling down.

Ant hony is going down fast into a certain death. The small
cars below are getting |l arger and | arger. Anthony nmanages to
pull out the mrror as his fall is now reaching top speed and
the ground is only seconds away.

He now has the mrror in his hand. H's eyes frantically
search for sonething... Suddenly he spots what he’s | ooking
for.

Only seconds away from death, near the first floor of the
bui | di ng, Anthony spots a Pl GEON.
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He somehow manages to flash it with the mrror... And turns
i nto one hinsel f.

The pi geon/ Anthony flops it’s wings hard to regain bal ance
and it does...

... Then flies away, nmaking sure to fly back to the top of
the building just to take another | ook at Mac, who is
standing there, in conplete shock m xed with anger as the
PIGEON circles the roof once, then flies away.

EXT. STREET IN VEN CE - DAY

Ant hony strolls past a honel ess wonan pushing a shoppi ng
cart, another honeless man is reaching deep inside a trash
contai ner, but ends up falling inside.

Ant hony wal ks up to that containers and clinbs over the edge.
He sees the honel ess Man, just sitting there.

HOVELESS MAN
Can | help you?

ANTHONY
(conf used)
Uh... No, sorry to bother you.

HOVELESS MAN
That’s alright.

ANTHONY
Take care.

HOVELESS NMAN
Bye.

Ant hony shakes his head as he wal ks away fromthe container.
He stands on the sidewal k | ooki ng at sonme houses... And
random y pi cks one.

EXT. HOUSE - MOVENTS LATER

The front |awn of this BEAT UP BUNGALOW | ooks dirty and
filled with kids toys. Anthony knocks on the door. He can

hear | oud voices inside, |ooks Iike sonmeone is yelling.

The door opens. A nean-looking man in his late 40's, dressed
in a sleeveless shirt, opens the door.
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ANTHONY
Hello sir.
MAN
What do you want ?
ANTHONY
I... I"'mcollecting sonme noney for
a... charity and..

The man i s about to slamthe door.

ANTHONY
(fast)
And if you want | can clean up your
[awn... If you give ne sone noney.

The man | ooks at his dirty | awn and seens to be changing his
m nd.

MAN
Alright, clean it up real good and
"1l give you a couple of bucks,
but if it’s not clean enough, I'm
not gi ving you shit!

ANTHONY
XK

The man sl ans the door anyway.

Ant hony quickly rolls up his sleeves and starts picking up
the toys, collecting themin one corner. The yelling inside
t he house conti nues.

Ant hony can tell it’s the man’s voice roaring inside. He can
al so hear a woman’s voice, and a kid s crying.

He tries to ignore what’s going on inside and conti nues
pi cking up pi eces of paper and fallen | eaves. But now the
yelling is |ouder.

Ant hony can’t help but to walk closer to a wi ndow, and takes
a peek.

I NT. THE HOUSE - SAME TI ME

The man is stands near the kitchen. He has what |ooks |ike a
broonstick in his hand. His wife is trying to get out of the
ki tchen but he is blocking her. Two small children are on the
floor, crying.
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MAN
You better tell me where you put
the god damm noney or 1’11 break
your head | swear.

WOVAN

(crying)

| amnot telling you, this is our
rent noney, it’s all we have. |I'm
not giving it to you to ganble
with.

MAN

(screani ng)
| swear if you don't give it to ne
now I'Il tear this god danm house
to pieces.

He hol ds up the broonstick in her face. She's terrified, the
ki ds are scream ng

MAN
WHERE THE HELL IS I T!!

Tow t hi ngs happen at that nonent;

A very loud noise cones formthe direction of the w ndow as
it shatters to pieces... And a big, majestic, angry LION
junps in through the broken w ndow.

Everyone is in a conplete shock, eyes are w de open, bodies
are frozen

The Beast/ Ant hony takes few steps toward the nman. The
broonstick falls out of his hand, his body is shaking hard as
he | ooks at the Beast approaching him

The Lion suddenly ROARS in the man’s face. The roar is so
loud, the man’s hair stand as if he was in a THUNDER STORM

For sone reason the wife and kids are calm They don’t | ook
scared as if they knew this Lion is not here to hurt them
but to protect them

The man is on his knees now, |ooking at this Beast that’s
only inches away fromhim Suddenly the man starts sobbi ng.

He manages to crawl out of the kitchen, towards his kids and
hugs both of themtight.

VAN
Oh god... Oh god... I'msorry...
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He cl oses his eyes for a second and opens them again.

It’s quiet here all of a sudden. He | ooks around, the Lion is
gone.

MAN
I"msorry... I'msorry..

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - MORNI NG

Andy appears, strolling down the boardwal k. He stops few kids
and ask them sonet hing. They shake their heads. He continues
to wal k. He finds a nagazi ne stand, grabs a pack of
cigarettes and is about to pay for it.

A voi ce cones from behind. ..

MAC
Hel | o t here.

Andy stares at himw th his cold eyes.
MAC

| heard you and | are | ooking for
t he sane Kkid.

ANDY
And who the hell are you?

VAC
Let’s just say I... | have an old
account to settle up with him..
Too.

ANDY
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about .

VAC
Yes you do. | was told you’ ve

asking around for a particul ar
honel ess ki d.

Andy stares at Mac.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - LATER

Ant hony wal ks on the sand, heading for the Boardwal k. He
suddenly spots a famliar face. It’s the kid who stole
Jenny’ s shoppi ng bag.
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ANTHONY
I know you!
KI D
Excuse nme?
ANTHONY
You stole Jenny’ s bag the other day
and I... | saw you
KI D

I have no idea what you're talking
about, who are you anyway?

ANTHONY
My nanme is Anthony.
KI D
" m Justin.
ANTHONY

So why did you do that?

JUSTI N
I have ny reasons.

ANTHONY
There is no reason to stea
anyt hing from anyone.

JUSTI N
Not unl ess you have to.

ANTHONY
And did you have to?

Justin ignores the question, turns and wal ks the other way.
Ant hony wal ks with him

JUSTI N
So... You live around here?

ANTHONY
(points to the Iifeguard
t ower)
I live there.

JUSTI N
(surprised)
Are you honel ess?

ANTHONY
Yes... \Wat about you?



A Pause.

Ant hony turns and starts wal king the other way.

JUSTI N
No. |’ m not honel ess.

ANTHONY
That’ s cool, where do you live?

JUSTI N
(1 ooks unconfort abl e)
Wth a... a famly friend.

ANTHONY
Li sten, Justin. | need a favor from
you.

JUSTI N
VWhat ?

ANTHONY

I need to go see soneone and | kind
of need you to conme with nme... |
don’t feel confortable going al one.

JUSTI N
This is the first time you neet ne
and you want to take nme with you on
a social visit?

ANTHONY
It’s not a social visit... So, wll
you go with nme?

JUSTI N
I can go with you, but | need sone
noney first.

ANTHONY
Money for what?

JUSTI N
That famly friend | told you
about, he kind of likes ne to bring
hi m some noney when | go hone. He
gets real mad if | don’t.

ANTHONY
Forget it.

JUSTI N
Wai t .

62.
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Ant hony stops and | ooks at him

JUSTI N
Listen, I'mkind of bored and have
nothing to do... So, where is that
pl ace?
ANTHONY
(smling)
Cone... 1I'll showyou. It’s a rea

cool pl ace.

EXT. BACK OF A TRUCK - LATER

It’s an old, beat up CHEVY TRUCK. Anthony and Justin sit in
t he back. Next to them are few boxes of O ange.

JUSTI N
(peeling an orange)
So... Wo are these people we're
visiting?
ANTHONY

I don’t know, yet.

JUSTI N
You don’t know?

Ant hony shakes his head, then | ooks around.

ANTHONY
I think we're very cl ose now.

JUSTI N
You don’t even know t he address?

ANTHONY
| didn’t see the address on the
door because |I was flying.

JUSTI N
FLYI NG??

Ant hony knocks on the back w ndow.

ANTHONY
(to driver)
Excuse nme... Can you pl ease stop?

The truck comes to a full stop. An old nman’s head pops out
t he wi ndow.
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DRI VER
Good luck to you kids.

ANTHONY
Thank you for the ride.

The truck speeds away. Anthony and Justin are on SUNSET BLVD
Ant hony points to a house few bl ocks away.

ANTHONY
It’s that one... | renenber it.

They cross the street and run towards the house. As they get
closer, we see a large iron gate with an address on it, 1555
SUNSET BLVD.

JUSTI N
VWhere is the house? All | see is
gate and trees.

ANTHONY
It’s behind the gate.

JUSTI N
Your relatives nust be very rich...
can you ask themto open up the
gate so we can get in?

ANTHONY
| told you I don’t know them how
can | ask themto open up the gate?

JUSTI N
So? How are you planning to get in?

Ant hony | ooks at the block fence surrounding the house. It’'s
about ten feet high. He then | ooks at Justin.

JUSTI N
NOMY! We can get arrested for
this.

ANTHONY
W' || just take a peek... That's
all.

Justin hesitates for a nonment... Then puts his hands together
for Anthony to clinb up. Anthony places his right foot on
Justin’s hands and gets a good push from him

Anthony is able to reach and hold on to the top of the fence
with sonme nore pushing fromJustin and sonme shoveling of his
feet. He then reaches with his hand down to help Justin up.
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ANTHONY
Cone on Justin, hurry.

JUSTI N
(shaki ng his head)
I"’msorry, this is as far as | can
go. Good | uck.

Justin turns and starts running down the Boul evard.
Ant hony shakes hi s head.

At that same nonent the automatic gate opens and a car isS
pulling out. It’s a ROLLS ROYCE. ..

Wlliamis in the driver seat and Kathryn is sitting in the
back... Anthony and the car m ss each other by seconds.

EXT. GARDEN - MOMENTS LATER

Ant hony clinmbs down the fence and is now on a grassy |awn,
surrounded by large tree fromall directions. He turns and
gets his first look at the house.

ANGLE;

This is nore of an estate than a house. A very rich
Medi terranean two-story villa, in front of it sits a |arge
pool . Anthony is amazed.

He takes few careful steps forward closer to the house. And
suddenly spots the WH TE CAR

It’s parked next to a small structure, |ooks |ike a Cuest
House.

Ant hony keeps noving forward, using trees as cover...
Suddenly he hears sonething... And stops. It’'s footsteps,
com ng from behind the house towards the front.

A man appears. It’s Andy. He is followed by another man. And
to the shock of Anthony, this other man is Mac.

Anthony is in conplete shock. He i mmedi ately ducks under the
bushes.

ANTHONY
Mac??

Ant hony noves to get a better | ook of the two men but he
steps over a dry leaf...
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A crack is heard.

Andy | ooks over. He says sonething to Mac and starts noving
forward, right in Anthony's direction... He is now few steps
away form Ant hony.

ANDY’ S POV

He | ooks at the bushes... And suddenly splits them apart and
finds... A SMALL BROMN CAT... He | ooks around again, sees
not hi ng but green grass. He turns and wal ks back to Mac. W
stay close to the cat but we can hear the conversation;

ANDY
It’s OK. It’s just a cat.

Mac suddenly | ooks suspi ci ous.

MAC
Is it one of yours?

ANDY
(shrugs)
| don’t know. .. Wy?

Mac takes a step closer to Andy and whi spers sonething in his
ear. Andy | ooks surprised. He then wal ks quickly toward the
back of the house.

ANTHONY/ CAT
This doesn’t | ook good. Mac knows
I"’mhere, | better |eave.

But at that nonment Andy appears again. His hand is pulling on
a |l eash of a Bl G BLACK DOBERVAN.

ANTHONY/ CAT
OH GOD! !

Suddenly, Andy points to the bushes and rel eases the dog.

The cat quickly bolts out, heading towards the fence. But the
Doberman is as fast as a bullet. It catches up to the cat

wi thin seconds and is about to break it in half withit’s
sharp teeth.

The cat avoids the deadly strike by making a nad dash to the
right. The dog needs few seconds to regain it’s bal ance.

The cat runs fast in the direction of the house and suddenly
makes another sharp turn around a large tree and i s now
facing the bl ock fence.
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The Cat/ Anthony is about twenty feet fromthe fence as it
gathers all it’s strength and makes a run for it.

But the Doberman is right behind, roaring | oud.

The cat increases it’'s speed and is now only few feet away
fromthe fence... And suddenly junps up, mssing the
Doberman’ s Jaws by | ess than an inch.

It reaches the top in less than a second... And runs away.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA BEACH - NEAR THE WATER - NI GHT

A match flaring. Few | ogs of wood cone to |life. Few honel ess
peopl e had gathered around the fire... And right in the
m ddl e of the circle sits Anthony.

He takes few steps closer to the fire. A jacket is dropped on
his shoul ders, he turns to look. It’s that sane honel ess
worman he net earlier

WOVAN
Hel | o agai n.

ANTHONY
Oh hi...

She sits next to him

JACKY
(smling)
So what was that all about?

ANTHONY
I wish | knew.

JACKY
Did you find that man after all?

ANTHONY
Maybe yes maybe no.

WOVAN
Life is a big nystery ny dear..
Your nane was Ant hony, right?

Ant hony nods.

WOVAN
My name is Jacky... So, Anthony,
what are you doi ng out here by
yoursel f? You don’t | ook honel ess.



ANTHONY
(shrugs)
| am

JACKY
Come on, you look pretty healthy to
me, you couldn’t be honel ess.

ANTHONY
Why? Do honel ess peopl e have a
certain | ook?

JACKY
Vell, take a |l ook at ne, how ol d do
you think | an®

ANTHONY
Uh... fifty?

JACKY
(1 aughi ng)
Darling, I'mthirty years old, but
it’s alright, don't feel bad, fifty
is not bad conmparing to the sixty I
got the other day.

ANTHONY
VWw only thirty?? But... Wy are
you here? Lost your nom and dad?

JACKY
(si ghi ng)
Oh no, they're alive... Al ny
famly is, but this doesn’'t nean
you can’t becone honel ess even
t hough you're famly is alive.

Anthony is staring at her.
JACKY

Well, Wiy am| here... Lets say I'm
reeval uating. . .

ANTHONY
Reeval uati ng?
JACKY
(smling)
That’s right, I’mreeval uating ny
options for dinner. Did you eat

yet ?

He shakes hi s head.
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JACKY
OK, here’s our options... steak and
fries, a hot dog, or, if we get
lucky, it could be fish and
chips... Wit do you think?

ANTHONY
You can afford all that?

JACKY
Dear, | can’t even afford a fish
bone, but you'll be surprised what

goes in those dunpsters at the end
of the night. Cone on |lets go.

ANTHONY
No thanks, I’'Il stay here.
Jacky gets up
JACKY
Alright, I'll bring you sone fish

and chips, if I find some.

He nods as she di sappears quickly into the darkness.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA BEACH - NEAR THE WATER - LATER

The hol | ow sound of the waves add sone |life to the sudden
enptiness after everyone had left.

Ant hony is alone now. He pushes the jacket tighter over his
shoul ders as he gets up and wal ks away fromthe water. He
sees Jacky.

JACKY
Where are you goi ng?
ANTHONY
I don’t know.
JACKY
Come on dear, | brought you
sonmething to eat.
ANTHONY
Thanks, Jacky, I'malright. I’'m

gonna go find me a place to sleep
NOW.
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JACKY
K sweety. Listen, there’'s a park,
about a mle fromhere, straight
ahead, it’s safe at night, | sleep
init sonetine, just go there and
"1l come tonorrow norning and
visit with you.

ANTHONY
OK, sounds good.

JACKY
Goodni ght .

ANTHONY
Goodni ght .
EXT. PARK - N GHT
The noonlight cast tiny silver beans over a snmall pond.
Ant hony wal ks around it then heads toward a park bench.
It’s cold tonight, even the jacket can’t keep himwarm as he

pulls it tighter around his shoulders. He pulls out the
ani mal s pictures page.

Ant hony’ s fingers nove slowy over the Gizzly... The Lion..
The Duck... Then they stop and nove back to the Duck.
ANTHONY
Ducks live here, I'msure their
feathers keep themwarm.. Well,
we' Il soon find out.

He pulls out the mirror and flashes it on the duck. Seconds
| ater, A brown Duck strolls down toward the pond.

ANTHONY (V. Q)

This feels nice already... Anthony
you are such a smart kid, always
make good choices... Good boy.

The duck finds a grassy spot and slowy tucks it’s head
beneath it’s wi ng.

ANTHONY (V. Q)
Goodni ght Mama. .. Goodni ght Ms.
Kat hryn. .. Goodni ght Jenny. ..
Goodni ght wor | d.
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I NT. PARK - NI GHT

The Duck/ Anthony is sound asl eep... Soneone is approaching
it. Suddenly the duck is SNATCHED and quickly thrown into a
smal | cage.

ANTHONY (V. O.)
What is this?? Hey put ne down...
PUT ME DOWN!

I NT. A HOUSE - LATER

The outsi de door opens, A Man wal ks in, holding the snall
cage and the terrified duck.

Two bi g DOBERMANS bolt to the door to greet the Man as he
turns on a small |anp.

The Man, JACK, is in his md 40's. He places the cage over a
countertop as the Dobermans bark and try to snatch the Duck.

JACK
Hey!! Stop it... This is not your
dinner... But what the hell, "I

make sure to save you sone bones.

ANTHONY (V. Q.)
OH NO! | have to get out of
here... But how | can't even nove!

Jack wal ks over to the kitchen and gets a can of beer from
the fridge. He wal ks over slowy to the end of the roomas he
takes a big sip fromhis beer.

He stands near a door and seens to be listening to what'’s
behind it.

Ant hony is watching. Suddenly one of the Dobermans BCLTS at
the cage as it barks angrily. The cage falls onto the ground
and the Doberman tries to reach the Duck with it’s claw

Jack qui ckly pushes the dog away and kicks it angrily.

JACK
(screani ng)
I told you this is NOT YOUR
DI NNER!

He picks up the cage quickly wi thout noticing that the | ock
has broken, and places it on a top shelf, out of the
Dober man' s reach.
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He goes back again and |istens from behind that sane door for
few seconds. He then turns and wal ks to the outside door,
opens it and | eaves.

The Duck pushes the cage door wi de open and steps out. It can
see the Dobernmans down below, lying on the floor. One of the
Dogs sees the Duck wal king up on the shelf. It gets up and
tries to clinb up, but the shelf is too high.

ANTHONY (V. O.)
Alright... What do | do now .. What
do | do? Lets see, first | need
somet hing nore stable than this
stupi d shel f.

He notices a closet right across fromthe shelf, on the other
side of the room

ANTHONY
K, if I get tothe top of this
closet |I'll be able to nove better.

| need to junmp... K 1... 2...3

The Duck suddenly junps toward the closet, but it’s timng
was wong as it hits the side of the closet and falls down.

The two Dobernmans are watching. The second it hits the side
of the closet they bolt toward it and are about to tear it to
pi eces, but the Duck suddenly nmakes a spectacular leap and is
able to fly, only seconds before the dogs get to it.

One of them al nbost does. It’s sharp claw gets the side of the
wing, feathers fly all over the room

ANTHONY/ DUCK
(gasping for air)
Oh god... That was very cl ose.

He is on top of the closet now. The surface is alot w der
than the shelf. He has roomto nove.

ANTHONY
OK, first things first.

He rolls around and the Duck becones Ant hony.

The Dogs are still watching every nove and seeing a little
boy over the closet made them even angrier, both of themare
barking loud, trying to junp over the closet.

Ant hony | ooks around. The outside door is too far and the
dogs are in the way.
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He | ooks to the other side and finds a wi ndow and anot her
door, the sanme door Jack was |istening behind.

ANTHONY
That’s it, all | need to is to get
to this window and I’ mout of here.
But | have to find a way to get
t hese dogs busy first.

He | ooks around again, and finds what he's | ooking for. Right
on top of the shelf where the cage is, he spots a box of Dog
Chow.

He takes off his jacket and folds it. He ains... And strikes.
It’s a very lucky shot, right on target. The box and the
jacket fall to the ground. Pieces of Dog Chow are all over
the floor now, and the hungry dogs are all over them

Ant hony makes sure the dogs are busy eating. He slowy clinbs
down to the floor and heads for the w ndow, but suddenly
stops. He just heard something, sonmeone is crying. He | ooks
around and sees the door.

He | ooks again to make sure the dogs are still busy eating,
then tries to open the door but it’s | ocked.

He thinks for a nonent then decides to open the w ndow and
| eave.

He wal ks over to it but again changes his m nd and wal ks back
to the door. He knocks... Nothing happens. He knocks again.
Suddenly he hears footsteps... A faint voice cones form
behi nd t he door.

VA CE
Yes?
ANTHONY
Who is this? Wiat are you doing in
t here?
VA CE
" m Al an.
ANTHONY

Al an, can you open the door for ne?

ALAN
| don’t have the key.

ANTHONY
Who has it?



74.

ALAN

Do you see a mat next to the door?
ANTHONY

Yes.
ALAN

Look under it.

Anthony lifts up the mat and finds a little silver key. He
takes it and is about to unlock the door but stops. He feels
sonmething to his right, he | ooks. One of the Dobermans is
only three feet away.

Ant hony freezes. The dog | ooks angry and seens to be getting
ready to charge.

Ant hony’s fingers are back to work on the | ock, the key
turns, Anthony pushes the door open.

At that nonent, the big Doberman charges, but Anthony is
faster. He quickly pushes the door open and throws hinself
inside, then closes it again.

He can hear the dog scratching the door on the outside as it
barks angrily.

I NT. BASEMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Ant hony finds hinself face to face with ALAN. A frightened
kid, about 7 or 8. Alan quickly runs down the stairs.

Ant hony slowy clinbs dowm the five step stairs and finds
hinmself in a small room about 10x15, it by a small |anp
hanging on a dirty wall.

As his eyes adjust to the weak |ight, Anthony can see four
kids, two girls and two boys. Al between the ages of seven
and thirteen and all 1ook frightened, except one.

Ant hony | ooks at this kid and i nmmedi ately recogni zes him
It’s Justin.

ANTHONY
Hey it’s you!!

JUSTI N
How di d you get here?

One of the girls, LINDA, interrupts.
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LI NDA
Don't talk to him Justin. He's
wi th Jack.

ALAN
That’s right, I’msure Jack sent
himto get information.

ANTHONY
I have no idea what you're tal king
about .

ALAN

Oh yes you do, otherw se you
woul dn’ t be here.

Justin lets the conversation continue. The second girl is

| ooki ng at

Ant hony fromtop to bottom her nane is AWM.

AWY
What ' s your name?

ANTHONY
[’ m Ant hony. .. You?

AMY
["M ..

LI NDA
(i nterrupting)
Any, | said don't talk to himhe's
with Jack.

AWY
| was just...

JUSTI N
(i nterrupting)
X that’ s enough, everyone SHUT
UPI'! (to Anthony) What are you
doi ng here Anthony?... How did you
find this place?

ANTHONY
| can’t tell you how I got here,
but I'"msure | don’t wanna be here
much | onger.

Ant hony turns to | eave.

JUSTI N
Wai t .



Ant hony stops and | ooks at Justin.

JUSTI N
Maybe it was easy for you to get
in, but I don't think it’s that
easy to get out. These dogs are
gonna rip you apart.

Ant hony picks a spot close to Justin and sits down.

ANTHONY
So, this is where you live?

Justin nods.

ANTHONY
Fam |y friend?

JUSTI N

(shakes hi s head)

I lied.

ANTHONY
Wy ?

LI NDA

Justin, don't talk to him | told
you, he’s with Jack

ANTHONY
I DO NOT work for Jack, | don't
even know who Jack i s.

JUSTI N
Alright... Alright, Jack is the man
who owns this house. Jack is the
man who keeps us locked up in this
room Jack is the man who nmakes us
go out and steal from people
everyday... That’s who Jack is.

Ant hony stares at Justin in disbelief.

ANTHONY
And why do you have to do that? Wy
don’t you run away?

ALAN
W can’t. Jack will find us like he
found Peter and he'll...

Li nda shoots a glare at Al an, he stops talking.
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ANTHONY
What ?. .. What happened to Peter?

JUSTI N
Peter was one of us. Oneday he
decided to run away from Jack. He
went out in the norning on his
usual route... We call it route,
each one of us has his own route.
Anyways, he went out on his route
and never cane back. Jack found him
a couple of days later and brought
hi m back... He kept beating himup
for two days.

ANTHONY
And t hen what happened?

JUSTI N
We don’t know. Jack took him away
and that was it, we never heard
f orm hi m agai n.

ANTHONY
Ww ... But how did you end up here
in the first place?

JUSTI N
We' re honel ess kids. Jack finds us
on the streets... in the beginning

he seens |like a nice guy. He says
he wants to take care of us, but
after a while he turns to a
nonst er .

ANTHONY
This i s bad.

Ant hony is shocked to hear all this. He | ooks around, the
kids are in a m serable shape. There are no beds in this
room only dirty blankets.

ANTHONY
And what about the... The Duck.
VWhat does he do with it?

JUSTI N
Oh that... Well, put it this way,
if we go out and get |ucky, Jack
gets us a chicken, only one chicken
to split anmong the four of us.
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If we don’t bring enough noney, we
get beat up, and we end up eating a
duck which he steals fromthe park.

ANTHONY
OCh that's what it is.

JUSTI N
What do you nean?

ANTHONY
Oh... Wll, Jack stole the wong
duck this tinme, that’s why I'm
her e.

JUSTI N
So he doesn’t know you’re here?

ANTHONY
(shakes hi s head)
No.

JUSTI N
Listen to nme, Anthony, let nme give
you a piece of advice... RUN while
you can, because once Jack finds
you, you' Il never be able to get
out of here, you'll be stuck here
like the rest of us.

Ant hony thinks for a nonent.

ANTHONY
You re right, the smart thing to do
now is to run out of here... But
I"’mnot doing it alone, you're
comng with ne... Al of you

AWY
You' re crazy, Anthony, we can’'t go
anywher e.

LI NDA

That’s right, first you have two
bi g dogs outside, you think they’ |l
be greeting us when they see us?

Any and Alan force a little laugh out of their tired faces.
LI NDA

Second, we have no where to go, and
Jack will soon find us.



ANTHONY
Don’t worry about the dogs, | think
I can help with that. And the first
t hi ng you should do when you're
free, is to go to the police and
tell them everything.

ALAN
We can't. They' |l arrest us.
Renmenber, we are thieves.

ANTHONY
No, Alan. The cops will help you,
and they will put this man in
prison.

L1 NDA
You think you' re so smart, Anthony,
you know everything, right?

ANTHONY
No | don't... I"mjust a honel ess
kid like you... well, not exactly

i ke you because | don’t wanna end
up here for the rest of ny life.

JUSTI N
Talk is cheap ny friend... Count ne
out of this.
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Suddenly they hear a sound. It’s the outside door. It opens

and cl oses.

JUSTI N
I TS JACK!

They wait and listen. The sound of footsteps...
room.. They stop at the basenent door.

crossing the

The ki ds quickly push Anthony into a side door, it’'s the
bat hroom They cl ose the door and wait.
The basenment door opens... Jack appears, holding Anthony’s

jacket in his hand. He | ooks around wi th suspicious eyes.

JACK
What’ s goi ng on here?

ALAN
Not hi ng. . .

Jack shoots himwith a scary gl are.
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JACK
Again... \Wat’'s going on here?

JUSTI N
Not hi ng, Jack, why you ask?

JACK
(screani ng)
VWHO THE HELL OPENED THE GOD DAWN
DOOR!I'! AND WHAT THE HELL 1S THI S!'!

He lifts up Anthony’'s jacket for everyone to see. But he gets
no answer. He slowy wal ks around the room.. Then stops at

t he bat hroom door. The girls are frightened, they hold each
ot her tight.

Jack suddenly pushes the door open and... And finds nothing.
The ki ds | ook at each other with surprise.

Jack slams the door shut without seeing a little
COCKROACH/ ANTHONY.

JACK
That’s fine... No dinner for you
toni ght, because one of you stole
the duck. And I will see that al
of you pay for his action, dearly.

Jack turns and is about to |eaves...
JACK
And one nore thing, no one is
| eaving this room.. For a week!

Jack quickly runs up the stairs and slans the door shut. The
bat hr oom door suddenly opens. It’s Anthony.

Everyone i s whispering now.

LI NDA
Hey, how cone he didn't see you?
ANTHONY
| don’t know. | was hiding behind
t he door.
JUSTI N
Hey Anthony, | changed ny m nd,
count me in. | just hope you know

what you’ re doi ng.

ANTHONY
| hope so too.



ALAN
So what’s the plan? W’ re stuck
here for a week, how can we run
away?

ANTHONY
W can't wait for a whole week. W
wait until he | eaves and then nmke
our nove.

JUSTI N
The best time is early norning.
Jack | eaves very early and he
unl ocks the door for us to get out.

ANTHONY
That’s it then, tonorrow norning we
| eave this place.

LI NDA
Way woul d he unl ock the door if
we’' re not supposed to get out of a

week?
AWY
| didn’t hear the door lock... Did
you?
Al an sneaks up the stairs quietly... Comes back seconds
| at er.
ALAN

It’s not | ocked.

ANTHONY
Very good, the plan stays the sane.

Each one of the kids craw under a bl anket. Anthony and
Justin stay up

JUSTI N
Hey Anthony, sorry for |eaving the
way | did this norning. | hope you

don’t think I'"ma coward.

ANTHONY
No | don’t think you re a coward..
| just w shed you stayed, |
coul d’ ve used sone hel p.

JUSTI N
Why? What happened?

81.
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ANTHONY
Too many things, but | ended up
bei ng chased by a big Dog, | barely
made it over the fence.

JUSTI N
And now you ended up with TWD BI G
DOGS, instead of one.

ANTHONY
That’'s true, but at |east |’ m not
alone this tinme. | have you guys
with ne.

JUSTI N

So, Ant hony, where do you go from
here? Are you going to the police
with the rest of the kids?

ANTHONY
No. | have other things to take
care of... How about you? Were
will you go?

JUSTI N
I don’t know... CQut of town maybe.
Sonewhere far, very far... But for

now | have to say Goodnight, can’t
keep nmy eyes open no nore.

He crawl s under a bl anket.

ANTHONY
Hey, Justin... |I’mnot sure what
wi Il happen to ne tonorrow, but no
matter what! Don’t |et the police
see ne... Please.

JUSTI N
Are you sure you wanna do this? You
can | eave now and no one w |l know
you were here, why are you doing
this?

ANTHONY
| don’t know why. Al | know is
t hat you guys shouldn’t be here.
That's all.

Justin |looks at himfor a nonent, then turns his head the
ot her way and sl eeps.
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Ant hony sneaks into the bathroom and cl oses the door. He
pulls out the animals pictures and the mrror. His fingers
does the usual run. They land on the Lion, then on the Bear.

ANTHONY
No, this will scare the kids to
deat h.

The fingers search again and they |land on a German Shepard.

ANTHONY

(to the Dog picture)
So it’s going to be you against two
bi g Dobermans. This doesn’t sound
like a fair fight at all, but you
are the only option I have, so
pl ease be there for ne tonorrow...
Pl ease.

He holds up the mrror and stanps a kiss on it.
ANTHONY
You too, | really need you tonorrow
nore than | ever needed you.
I NT. THE BASEMENT - EARLY MORNI NG
A hand gently shakes Anthony’s shoulder. It’s Justin.
JUSTI N
Ant hony, wake up, it’s tinme, Jack
just left.

The kids are ready, all eyes are on Anthony.

ANTHONY

XK kids, listen to me carefully.

I nside this bathroom | have a

friend, he will be helping us...

Don’t ask me how he got here, he

just did...

They all | ook surprised but they keep listening intensely.

ANTHONY

... I will go inside the bathroom
and he will cone out before ne. |
want you to open up the door for
him and walk with himuntil you
reach the window. He will stand in
t he way between you and the dogs.
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Do not | ook back, just junp out of
t he wi ndow and go to the nearest
police station and tell them
everything... OK?

LI NDA

And what about you, Anthony?
ANTHONY

Don’t worry about ne, Linda, [’1

be fine.

He turns and is about to walk into the bathroom Linda hol ds
hi s hand.

LI NDA

Are we going to see you again?
ANTHONY

I hops so, just wish ne luck... |

need it.

Ant hony wal ks quickly into the bathroom Seconds |ater a
German Shepard steps out. The kids | ook puzzled. Justin wal ks
over to the bathroom and | ooks. It’s enpty.

AWY
This is insane. This dog stands no
chance agai nst those Dober mans.

The Gernman Shepard noves to the door and waits for themto
open it.

JUSTI N
X guys, lets do it.

Justin slowy turns the [ ock and opens the door.

I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

The window is only few feet to their right but they suddenly
hear a loud bark. It’s the two Dobermans, standing ready
after they snelled the German Shepard.

Justin takes the first step out, followed by the others when
all of a sudden the Dobermans charge them

At that exact noment, the German Shepard appears and stands
in between the Dobermans and the kids as it barks angrily.

This is turning quickly into a battle scene as the Gernman
Shepard and the two Dober mans charge each ot her.
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The kids watch in horror as the first Doberman charges the
Shepard fromthe left, but the Shepard avoids the charge and
manages to push the dog away.

At that noment, the other Doberman attacks fromthe right and
it’s now face to face with the German Shepard/ Ant hony

The ki ds had seen enough. Justin opens the w ndow qui ckly and
allows Linda to go first, then Any, then Alan. Justin |urks
behi nd as he watches the German Shepard bei ng charged by the
two Dobermans at the sane tine. He then junps out of the

wi ndow.

EXT. OUTSI DE THE W NDOW - MOMENTS LATER
Justin joins the other kids.
LI NDA
(very worried)
Justin, what’s going on in there?
Justin | ooks worried and confused.

JUSTI N
I don’t know, but whatever it is,
it’s not good, not good at all.

AWY
But what happened to Anthony, what
is he waiting for?

Justin | ooks inside as the fighting continue.

JUSTI N
I don’t know, Any. | have a feeling
he’s in trouble... But guys listen,

don’t wait around, you go now and
["11 meet up with you later on, go
get the cops. Hurry!

The kids run across the street. Justin lurks behind as the
fighting sounds subside a bit... And they suddenly st op.

Justin | ooks very worried, not sure what to do. He hears a
sound. Takes a step backwards.

Suddenly the Gernman Shepard junps out of the w ndow.
Bl ood covers nost of it’'s body... The dog takes few steps

toward Justin, then collapses on the ground, and slowy
starts to roll around.
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Justin is in conplete shock when he sees Anthony on the
ground, unconscious, bl eeding.

JUSTI N
(crying)
OH My GODI'! ANTHONY. .. ANTHONY TALK
TO ME!!
He | ooks around as bl ood and tears cover his face.

JUSTI N
HELP ME!'!'! PLEASE!'! HELP!

Justin holds Anthony with both hands, [ifts himup and starts
to run.

EXT. SANTA MONI CA BEACH - A SERIES OF | NTERCUTS OF MARY AND
KATHRYN;

As “Aretha Franklin’s” (I Say Alittle Prayer For You) starts
to play.

A shot of Mary... Standing in Anthony’s room | ooking at his
enpty bed.

A shot of Kathryn.... Wl king on the beach.

A WDE SHOT of Mary... in a crowded street. A picture in her
hand, showing it to strangers as they shake their heads and
keep wal ki ng.

A shot of Kathryn... At the Board Wal k, wal king slowy,
| ooki ng around.

A shot of Mary... Sitting on a park bench, |ooking at Kkids
pl ayi ng.

A shot of Mary and Kathryn... on the sane busy street, slowy
wal ki ng past each ot her.
EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Kat hryn appears. She’s wal king slowy, |ooking in every
direction. A cell phone rings, she takes it out of her purse.

KATHRYN
(on the phone)
Yes... Yes it’s me, can | help
you?... WHAT? WHEN?... OK... |I'm

com ng over right now.
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She hangs up and starts to run.

EXT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - DAY

Kat hryn and Jenny are talking to a nurse at the front desk.
She points to doctor. They run to him

KATHRYN
H, nmy nane is Kathryn Thomas, |I'm
here for Anthony... Is he OK?

DOCTOR
Oh K, | had one of the nurses cal
you, we found your card in his
pocket, we didn’'t know who else to
call... And yes he is fine. He's
got some cuts and bruises but he'll
be fine, just needs alot of rest...
Are you related to hinf

KATHRYN
Wll, you can say |'ma famly
friend. Can we see him pl ease?
DOCTOR
Sur e.
He | eads themto one of the roons and opens the door... But
the roomis enpty.
DOCTOR

This is so strange. Let ne go see
if they noved himto another room

The doctor wal ks qui ckly down the hallway as Kathryn and
Jenny waits, Kathryn | ooks worried.

KATHRYN
| have a bad feeling about this.

JENNY
I"’msure he’s OK, Ms Kathryn.

The doctor is back.
DOCTOR
No... He hasn’t been noved. He nust
have wal ked out wi t hout us
noticing. This is so strange.

Kat hryn pulls out her business card.
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KATHRYN
Doctor, | have to | eave the country
for a week first thing in the
nor ni ng, but please, if you hear
anything call nme. This is a nunber
where you can reach ne anytine,
anywhere. Please doctor, this kid
means al ot to ne.

DOCTOR
Sure. If | hear anything 1'Il Iet
you know.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ant hony and Justin wal k on the sand toward the |ifeguard
tower and sit under it. Anthony has bandages over his arns
and face.

JUSTI N
This is not good, you need a good
pl ace to rest. W shoul d’ ve stayed
in the hospital

Ant hony | ooks faint and tired.

ANTHONY
1”1l be fine.

He throws hinself under the Lifeguard tower and i mediately
goes into deep sl eep.

EXT. THE PACI FI C OCEAN - EVEN NG

The sun cast gol den beans over gentle waves, turning them

into bright noving sea of eneralds. The gol den beans
gradually turn to silver... As we nove into the night.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - MORNI NG

Ant hony and Justin are still under the Lifeguard tower.
Anthony is asleep. He has a dirty blanket under him and an
ol d jacket over his shoulders... and beach sand all over his
face.

Justin sits next to him |ooking out at the ocean.

Jacky appears. She has a gallon of water in one hand and a
smal | plastic bag in the other.
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JACKY

Good norning, Justin.
JUSTI N

H Jacky.
JACKY

Is he still sleeping?
JUSTI N

Hasn’t noved a nuscl e.

She gently runs her fingers through Anthony’s hair, then
slow y renoves the bandages from his cheek. She then wets a
pi ece of cloth and gently rubs his face.

Ant hony opens his eyes... And slowWy sits up.

JACKY
(smling)
Good norni ng sunshi ne.

ANTHONY
(faint)
Good nor ni ng.

JUSTI N
How do you feel ?

ANTHONY
I"malright... | guess.

JUSTI N
You know you’ ve been sl eeping for
al nost three days now?

Ant hony nods.
JACKY

You boys nust be hungry. Here, |
br ought you sone appl es.

JUSTI N
| LOVE APPLES!!
ANTHONY
ME TOO !
JACKY
X boys, I'"'mgoing now. |I’'Il check

on you |l ater
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ANTHONY
Thank you Jacky.

Jacky | eaves.
JUSTI N

Ant hony. .. what happened over
there, at Jack’s place?

ANTHONY
What do you nean?
JUSTI N
VWell. It’s either | was too scared,

and started imagining things, or...
O you're sone sort of a magician.
Because | can swear it was the
German Shepard that junped out of
the wi ndow after the fight. And the
next noment it’s you.

Ant hony thinks for a nonent.

ANTHONY
You haven’t |ost your mnd. That
Ger man Shepard was ne.

JUSTI N
WHAT?? BUT HOWP?

Ant hony takes the mrror and the aninmals pictures out, and
hands themto Justin

ANTHONY

Pi ck an ani nal .
JUSTI N

Hmm .. [’'1l take the Chinp.
ANTHONY

Point the mrror at the Chinp.
Justin does. But he doesn’'t unfold the | eather hol der.
Ant hony reaches with his hand and unfolds it for him but his
hand stays on the mrror as Justin points it at the Chinp.
Suddenly, both of themturn to Chinps at the sane tine.

Now we are | ooking at two chinps... And one of themis
junping up and down |ike crazy.

Anthony slowy rolls over and is back to hinself. He then
cal ms the other Chinp/Justin down, and slowy rolls himover.
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It’s back to Justin. He is in total shock, still scream ng
i ke a Chinp.

JUSTI N
OoH My GODH!!

ANTHONY
Cal m down.

JUSTI N
HOW DI D THAT HAPPEN??

ANTHONY
It’s a magical mrror, from Egypt.
Don't ask nme how it does that...
But it does.

JUSTI N
THIS I S SOO000 AMAZI NG. . .. WOOOOW !

ANTHONY
That’s how I turned into a CGernan
Shepard... And that’'s how | turned
into a Husky and got the shopping
bag from you

JUSTI N
YOU WHAT? THAT WAS YQU?

Ant hony sm | es and nods.

ANTHONY
But sonething very interesting just
happened, | turned into a Chinp too
because ny hand was on the mrror
at the sane tine as yours... |
didn’t know this can happen.

JUSTI N
Hey Anthony, Thanks for what you
did for me and the kids. You al nost
| ost your life over there. | owe
you.

ANTHONY
You don’t owe ne anything. We're in
this together. W' re both honel ess.

JUSTI N
What happened to your parents?

Ant hony takes a deep breath.
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ANTHONY
| used to have a normal life, until
few days ago. Now | have not hi ng.

JUSTI N
What happened?

ANTHONY

(shaki ng his head)
It’s a long story. The people who |
t hought were ny parents, turned out
not to be... And soneone’s been
| eavi ng noney for ne, every nonth
for the past 13 years, and now he
tells me ny life is in danger.

JUSTI N
who i s he?

ANTHONY
| don’t know. But | know where he
lives. Renenber that house on
Sunset ?

JUSTI N
| see... He nust be rich. That was
t he bi ggest house |’ ve ever seen.

ANTHONY
This whole thing is insane.

ANTHONY
By the way, what happened to the
ki ds?

JUSTI N
They're fine. They're with the
police. They came and got Jack.

ANTHONY
That’ s good.

JUSTI N
So what do we do now?

ANTHONY
| have an idea. Cone with ne.



93.

EXT. STREET IN VEN CE - LATER

Mac steps out of a convenient store. He has a pack of
cigarettes and is about to |ight one.

He suddenly spots Anthony on the other side of the street.
Mac | ooks around then quickly crosses the street.

Ant hony is wal king carel essly, hands in his pocket. Mac is
follow ng himclosely.

Ant hony stops next to a building and | ooks around. Mac
quickly hides in a small alley, he watches as Anthony enters
this yen story, old building.

I NT. BU LDI NG HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Mac enters the building slowy. He | ooks around but finds no
one. He hears footsteps com ng fromupstairs and quickly
foll ows the sound.

EXT. BU LDI NG ROOFTOP - MOMENTS LATER

The rooftop door opens, Mac appears. He wal ks out slowy, a
knife in his hand as he carefully scans the area... But there
is no trace of Anthony.

He takes few steps forward but suddenly stops. He feels
sonet hi ng behind him He gets the knife ready and slowy
turns... And gets the shock of his Iife. The bi ggest and
meanest GORILLA IS STANDI NG RI GHT BEHI ND HI M

Mac freezes. Hi s eyes and nouth are wi de open as he | ooks at
this nmonster that’s twice his size.

The knife is imediately dropped. The GORILLA takes a step
forward, it’s red eyes are shooting fire at Mac. He tries to
step backwards but his legs fail him

VAC
A .. A .. Anthony?

The CGorilla suddenly roars loud as it pounds heavily on it’s
| arge hairy chest.

Mac is now losing it. H's body is shaking. H's knees finally
fail himas he falls to the ground.

MAC
Ant hony... Listen to ne... PLEASE!
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ANTHONY (O.S.)
Hel |l o Mac.

Mac quickly turns and finds Anthony standing right behind
him He is nowin conplete shock as his eyes nove between the
Gorilla and Anthony.

VAC
NO .. This is inpossible... This
can't be true.

ANTHONY
It is true, Mac... And guess what,
I have no control over this

CGorilla. | don't even know where it
cane from

MAC
VHAT??

The CGorilla roars very loud. Mac covers his ears as the
CGorilla suddenly charges him

Mac falls hard on his back and is picked up by the Gorill a.
He screans hysterically.

VAC
HELP!'! ANTHONY!! HELP ME!

The Gorilla picks up Mac like a little baby as he closes his
eyes and keeps scream ng for help.

The CGorilla walks to the edge of the building. Mac suddenly
stops screamng as the holl ow sound of the wi nd whistles
t hrough his ears.

He slowy opens his eyes... He is upside down.

The rooftop is gone and all he can see now are small cars and
narrow streets down bel ow.

The only thing that separates himfromcertain death is the
strong grip of the Gorilla over both of his feet.

Mac lets out a loud, horrible scream Anthony’ s voice cone
fromthe side as he | eans carel essly over the edge.

ANTHONY
Does this look famliar?

MAC
| DON T KNON! | DON T KNOW'!
PLEASE HELP ME!
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ANTHONY
Vell, it does look famliar to
me. .. Renenber?
MAC
(crying)

YES... YES | REMEMBER. .. FOR GOD
SAKE FORG VE ME... PLEASE!!

Ant hony notions to the Gorilla. Suddenly Mac is picked up and
thrown to the ground. The Corilla takes few steps backwards.

Mac, still crying, slowy sits up and | eans agai nst a wall.
ANTHONY
So, Mac, | think it’s tine we had a
tal k.
Mac nods.
ANTHONY
First of all, what do you want from
me?
MAC

Before, it was the mrror.

ANTHONY
And now?

Mac turns his face the other way. Anthony notions to the
CGorilla. The second it starts to nove on Mac, he starts to
tal k. The Gorilla stops.

MAC

Now | want to... Hurt you
ANTHONY

Hurt nme?
MAC

(noddi ng)

Make you di sappear... Forever.
ANTHONY

But why?
MAC

Because he wants ne to...

ANTHONY
Who is he? WHO !
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MAC
ANDY... His nanme is Andy... Few
days ago | heard about a man who’'s
been aski ng about you, so I net
him First at the Boardwal k, then
he took ne to his house.

ANTHONY
Was it the man | saw you with that
day? On SUNSET BLVD?

MAC
Yes... That’s the one. | told him
I"mal so | ooking for you to get ny
mrror back, he said forget the
mrror. He offered ne...

ANTHONY
O fered you what?

VAC
A HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. .. To
kill you.

ANTHONY
VHAT??

ANTHONY
But why??

MAC

| don’t know. | swear | don't, |

asked himwhy, he wouldn’t tell ne.

ANTHONY
So, what now?

MAC
Nothing. | don’'t care for the
noney, or the mrror, all | want is
to goonwith ny life. All | want
is a fresh start.

ANTHONY
How can | trust you?

MAC
You can... |I’mgiving you ny word.

| swear.

96.
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ANTHONY
Soif I let you go now, you pronise
not to show ne your face ever
agai n?
MAC
| prom se.
ANTHONY
XK. .. Co.

Mac quickly gets up and heads for the door. He sl ows down as
he passes the Gorilla, then makes a run for it.

W turn and find Anthony... Standing next to Justin.

JUSTI N
How did | do?

Ant hony seens lost in a very deep thought.

ANTHONY
You did great...

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT
The ki ds are back under the Lifeguard tower.

JUSTI N
What’ s on your m nd?

ANTHONY
Lots of things. Every tine | feel
got closer to finding the truth,
sonet hi ng new cones up

JUSTI N
But who is this man who wants you
dead? Could it be the FIVE HUNDRED
DOLLAR Man?

ANTHONY
It sounds like it, but isn't it
weird that he supported ne al
t hese years and now he wants to
kill nme?

JUSTI N
VWat if it was soneone el se?
Sonmeone we don't know?
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It’s possible. Everything is
possible... This is starting to

gi ve ne a headache.
They lay on their backs and stare at the stars.

ANTHONY
You know what, Justin, we need to
change our lives. W can’t go on
like this.

JUSTI N
VWl l, we need noney to do that...
Al ot of noney.

ANTHONY
Li ke how nuch noney do you think?

Justin thinks about this one.

JUSTI N
Maybe |ike... A HUNDRED BUCKS. .. ?

ANTHONY
Justin, you' re crazy, a HUNDRED
BUCKS i s not enough.

JUSTI N
wel | ?
ANTHONY
Wl |, maybe |ike... THREE HUNDRED
JUSTI N
You know | never seen a hundred
dollar bill inny life?
ANTHONY
Noway!!
JUSTI N
Way!

W slowy drift away fromthem towards a distant

ANTHONY (V. Q)
Well | have.

JUSTIN (V.Q)
How does it | ook |ike?

i ght.

98.
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ANTHONY
It’s big, real big... And it’s red.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARD WALK - MORNI NG

The usual Board wal k joggers and drifters, add to that the
tourists and their video canmeras, and you get “Venice Beach”

Ant hony and Justin stroll along. They head to the hot dog
stand. The owner sees Anthony and | ooks the other way.

ANTHONY
Excuse nme sir.

The Man | ooks at himas he rolls his eyes.

HOT DOG MAN
VWhat is it now?

Justin sneaks from behi nd.

ANTHONY
I heard you're having a sal e today,
buy one get three for free.

Justin quickly reaches inside the hot dog steaner and grabs a
coupl e of hot dogs. The Man is getting inpatient with
Ant hony.

HOT DOG MAN
X, listen to ne kid, I wanna make
a deal with you, | wanna give you a
free hot dog... On one condition...

Justin has the two hot dogs and | eaves quickly.

ANTHONY
VWhat condition?

HOT DOG MAN
That you never cone back again.

ANTHONY
(carel essly)
Nop! This is not acceptable, sorry.
He turns and | eaves, |eaving the hot dog Man puzzl ed.

Ant hony qui ckly joins Justin who hands himthe hot dog.
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EXT. VEN CE BEACH ( THE BOARD WALK) - MOMENTS LATER

Ant hony sees an old friend, Dante the Chess Man, being his
usual confident, sarcastic self with the usual crowd around
him Collecting fromthe | osers and nmaki ng space for the new
| osers.

ANTHONY
You know what, | think I just had a
very good idea to make us sone
noney.

JUSTI N

Oh yeah? Hit ne.

ANTHONY
["1l tell you in a mnute, but
first we need ten bucks, or else it
[

Wi not worKk.

JUSTI N
I can get the ten bucks, but I’'m
not sure you'll like how I’Il do
it.

ANTHONY
Oh, OK, | understand, but this tinme
we have no choice and we’'ll give it

back right away.

JUSTI N
X t hen.

Justin | ooks around and finds his target, a tourist, holding
a video canera, busy filmng a girl on roller-bl ades.

Justin bunps himand pretends he is about to fall. The Man
hol ds hi m qui ckly.

JUSTI N
I’msorry sir.

TOURI ST
(accent)
Are you OK, kid?

As Justin wal ks away;

JUSTI N
Yes | am sorry again.
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Ant hony is watching froma distance, smling and shaking his
head as Justin flashes the man’s wall et as he gets cl oser.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH ( THE BOARD WALK) - LATER

Dante just finished with four players and is collecting noney
fromthemw th a thin smle all over his face.

DANTE
NEXT! !

Justin suddenly appears behind him

JUSTI N
You think you re soooo smart, you
can beat everybody, don’t you!

Dante turns and stares at Justin, sizing himup, then turns
t he ot her way.

DANTE
Get out of here kid, | don’t have
time for this (to the crowd) K
peopl e, who's next!

JUSTI N
Yeah! Who’ s next, who wants to play
with the LOSER!

Justin is starting to get on the Man’s nerves.

DANTE

HEY! Are you gonna | eave or WHAT!
JUSTI N

Not until you play ne, and ME

al one.

Justin is starting to get attention fromthe crowm now Dante
| ooks at himand | aughs.

DANTE
Listen kid, | don't have tine to
wast e. Just get the hell out of
here, cone back another tine.

JUSTI N
Come back anot her tine? ANOTHER
TIME?? Did you hear that people?
Dante, the king of chess is scared
to play a twelve year old kid!
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Fine, don't play ne, but I'IIl tell
you what! | know soneone el se who
can beat you, and he's right here.

At that noment, a little Chinpanzee nmakes it’s way through
the crowd, right onto Justin's shoul ders. Everyone | aughs.
Dante i s shocked and pi ssed.

DANTE
WHAT THE!!!

JUSTI N
SEE EVERYONE? THI S GUY | S EVEN
SCARED FROM MY LI TTLE FRI END

Justin shakes his head and is about to |leave with the Chinp
hangi ng over his shoul ders.

DANTE
STOP!

Justin stops.
DANTE
K... OK .. Lets see how far this
will go, show nme your noney first.

Justin imediately reaches into his pocket and flashes a ten
dollar bill.

DANTE
K... That's fine... 1'Il tell you
what, 1’1l play you.

JUSTI N

No! You play the Chinp!

DANTE
(rolling his eyes)
That’s fine. You wanna throw your

noney away? OK!I ['I| play this
stupid Chinp of yours, as a matter
of fact 1'll put in a hundred bucks

agai nst your ten.
Dante takes a step forward and whi spers to Justin.

DANTE
I’ m gonna take your noney now, Kid.
But after this you better not show
your stupid face again around here
or I'll break your legs, you and
this stupid hairy friend of
yours...Cet it?
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Justin nods.

The crowd noves to nmake space as the Chinp takes a seat
across from Dante, who arranges the pieces slowy as he
shakes hi s head.

An even bigger crowd had gathered now as caneras flash al
around... And the board is now set and ready to go.

Dante nmakes the first nove by advanci ng one of his white
Pawns, everyone waits as the Chinp scratches it’s head.

Dant e shakes his head and rubs his chin.

Suddenly the Chinp makes a nove, it advances a Pawn. At that
nonment the crowd go crazy, cheering, |aughing.

A Man nmakes his way into the big circle, it’s Mac. He stares
at the Chinp with suspicious eyes as the gane conti nues.

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - THE BOARD WALK - LATER

Everyone in Venice Beach is now part of this circle. A fenale
TV reporter is tries to nake her way through the circle,
foll owed by her Canmera Man.

TV REPORTER

(speaking into canera)
Jim we just had a word of a Chinp
pl ayi ng Chess agai nst a Man. Eye
wi tnesses told us this gane has
been going on for two hours... and
we're trying to get the canera
inside the circle so we can bring
you the gane |ive.

BACK AT THE CHESS BQARD

Dante rubs his sweaty forehead as his fingers shake.

We see only four pieces left on the board, the white queen
and king, and the black queen and king, right in the mddle
of the board. ..

. And suddenly... The thick brown finger of the Chinp
reaches the bl ack queen, noves it one square... And check
mates the white king...

Dante col | apses and falls over his chair. And the crowd
goes crazy.
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This is alnost a riot scene, but a happy one. The Chinp is
hugged, kissed and thrown over shoulders. Justin is able to
reach Dante who is sitting on the sand shaking his head. He
hands Justin a bundle of noney, Justin can’t believe his
eyes.

DANTE
(subdued)
Hey kid, | want a rematch, |
deserve one.

JUSTI N
Um .. I'll think about it.

Justin is finally able to pull his little friend away and run
fast. Mac follows them quickly while keeping his distance.
EXT. VEN CE BEACH - LATER

Ant hony and Justin run on the sand toward the |ifeguard

tower. Justin junps up and punps his fist. Anthony |ooks very
exhaust ed.

JUSTI N
WE ARE RICH WE ARE RI CH
ANTHONY
Hey | told you | can beat that
Dant e guy.
JUSTI N

You beat the hell out of him
Ant hony, YOU ARE A HERO !

ANTHONY
Hey Justin, |I’'m proud of you
because you went and returned the
wal l et to that man.

JUSTI N
(1 aughi ng)
And he ended up giving ne TEN BUCKS
anyway, hey it pays to be good
sonetinmes, doesn't it?

Anthony is lost in a deep thought.

JUSTI N
Are you CK, Anthony?
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ANTHONY
Yes | am.. How nmuch noney do we
have now?

Justin counts the bills quickly.

JUSTI N
WOW We have a HUNDRED BUCKS
ANTHONY
That’s good, | think I wanna use
sone of that noney.
JUSTI N
Sure, you can use it all if you
like, you made it... But what do
you wanna use it for?
ANTHONY
You'll see, lets go.

EXT. ANTHONY’ S APARTMENT - LATER

Mary opens the door and finds Justin.

JUSTI N

Hello Ma’am are you Ms Shelton?
MARY

Yes?
JUSTI N

I have sonething for you
He hands her a small white box with a cute pick wap.
Mary i s surprised. She gently unwaps the box and opens it,
and is shocked to see that same RED DRESS she used to | ook at
from behind the store front. Her heart is beating fast now.

She | ooks over Justin’s shoul der and sees Anthony, |eaning on
a wall, looking at her. A big shopping bag sits between his
| egs.

At this nmonment Mary can’t talk or do anything, her eyes are
glued on him her lips are shivering.

Justin noves to the side as Anthony runs toward his nother.

She takes himin her arnms as her knees col | apse.
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I NT. ANTHONY' S APARTMENT - LATER

Ant hony and Justin sit at the kitchen table while Mary with a
big, very big smle on her face, dressed in that red dress,
runs back and forth between the kitchen and the table,
bringing plates of food as the boys stuff their nouths.

And with each trip she stanps a kiss on Anthony’s cheek.

JUSTI N
Hey what about ne?

She happily stanps a big kiss on Justin's cheek as his face
turns red.

I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

Ant hony sits next to his nother on the sofa as she gently
plays with his hair.

MARY
(si ghi ng)
| | ooked everywhere. |1’d go out

every norning, show your picture to
every person | see on the street
and ask about you, and all | get is
no, I even filed a m ssing person
report with the police, they

prom se to do whatever they can

but | never heard anyt hi ng.

ANTHONY
I’msorry Manma, but that night,
when | heard... | don’t know what
happened to nme. | felt | couldn't

stay here no nore.

She hugs himtight.

MARY
Oh baby, | amso sorry to put you
t hrough this.

ANTHONY
I knew Dad didn't |love ne, | knew

sonet hi ng was wong all al ong.

MARY
No baby, don’'t say that, your Dad
| oves you. ..
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But he’s going through tough tines,
don’t forget he was the one who
found you and brought you to ne.

ANTHONY
How did he find nme?

MARY
He was getting off the late shift
as usual, and at that night he
deci ded to wal k hone instead of
taki ng the bus, and when he passed
by the church he heard a little
baby crying, he didn’t know what to
do with you, so he brought you over
to me and the mnute | saw your
pretty face I knewit, | knew I
could never let go, especially that
me and David were trying to have a
baby but. ..

ANTHONY
Mamma who am 1 ? What’s ny rea
nane? Who are ny parents?

MARY
I don’t know, baby, | don’t know. ..
all 1 knowis that you canme froma

good famly, arich famly, and
whoever brought you to this world
really took care of you, you were a
heal t hy baby, | can tell formthe
shine on your face that they took
real good care of you, even the

cl ot hes, and the sheet you were
wrapped in, were very expensive. |
was so surprised that suddenly they
decided to let go. It’s so strange.

She renmenbers sonet hi ng.

MARY
You know, you even had sonething on
you, let ne see if | can find it.

ANTHONY
VWat is it?

Mary wal ks over to the bedroom she wal ks back few nonents
| ater holding a small box, she opens it and takes a gol den
neckl ace and hands it to Anthony.
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Ant hony hol ds the necklace as his fingers shiver, and for the
shock of his life this necklace has a Unicorn at the end of
it. Anthony freezes, his nouth and eyes are w de open.

MARY
Ant hony? What is it baby?

Justin wal ks over to Anthony and | ooks at the Unicorn...
Anthony is still in a conplete shock

JUSTI N
VWhat is that?

ANTHONY
It’s a... A Unicorn... And Ms
Kat hryn had one just like it.

JUSTI N
NO WAY!!

MARY
What ? Who is Ms Kathryn? Justin
Ant hony coul d sonmeone talk to ne
pl ease?

EXT. ANTHONY' S W NDOW - LATER
It’s getting dark now as a little bird | ands on the edge of
t he wi ndow, picks up sonething to eat and flies away.
BACK AT THE LI VI NG ROOM
Ant hony just finished telling his story.
MARY
Dear Lord!! If this Wnman turns out
to be your real nother, this wll

be the nost amazing story |’ ve ever
heard in ny life.

ANTHONY
Yes... But if she was ny rea
nother, | |like to know why she |eft
me on the street and wal ked away

from ne.

Justin and Mary | ook at each other, there is alot of
confusi on here. Anthony gets up.
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ANTHONY
Mamma, we better | eave now, | don’t
want...himto see ne.

MARY
NOMY! You’' re not goi ng anywhere,
Ant hony. THIS IS your hone!

ANTHONY
Mamma, please... | promise |'Il be
back soon.

A tear rolls down her cheek as she hugs himtight.

MARY
Prom se you' || be careful

ANTHONY
| prom se.

EXT. PARK BENCH - EVEN NG

Ant hony and Justin sit next to each other. Anthony rests his
head in his pal ns.

ANTHONY
You know, this is so strange, when
| saw her in the car the first
time, we |looked at each other as if
we knew each other all our I|ives.

JUSTI N
This is just amazing. Wat a
coi nci dence.

ANTHONY
Maybe it was neant to be.

JUSTI N
So what’ s the plan?

ANTHONY
| have to find her and talk to her.
But | don’'t know how

Ant hony remenbers sonet hi ng.

ANTHONY
Oh ny god! JUSTIN | HAVE HER CARD.
SHE GAVE ME HER CARD THAT DAY WHEN
WE MET! !
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JUSTI N
Geat! Were is it?

Ant hony searches his pockets and finds the card. Both kids
are very excited as they read what’s on it.

On top, printed in gold, is the nanme “KATHRYN THOVAS’
Printed in the bottomis an address;

1555 SUNSET BLVD, BEVERLY HI LLS, CA 90290.
Anthony is hysterical all of a sudden as he gets up.

ANTHONY
(screani ng)
NOO ! THIS CAN T BE!!

JUSTI N
Ant hony, what’s wong??

ANTHONY
(gasping for air)
Do you know who lived in this
pl ace?

JUSTI N
Who?

ANTHONY
| TS THAT SAME HOUSE ON SUNSET
BLVD. | REMEMBER THE ADDRESS! !

JUSTI N
NOMY! You nean it’'s the sane house
where the FI VE HUNDRED DOLLAR Man
lives?

ANTHONY
YES!'! AND ANDY. THE MAN WHO WANTS
TO KI LL ME!
JUSTI N
Oh ny god!
EXT. VEN CE BEACH - A PARK BENCH - NI GHT

Anthony is staring out at the dark ocean.

JUSTI N
How do you feel now?
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ANTHONY
Very confused.

JUSTI N
So what do you wanna do?

ANTHONY
I need to see her and talk to her,
but I don’'t wanna go over to her
house. I'’m afraid that nan, Andy,
will see ne or sonething... | think
| should call her.

JUSTI N
| agree.

I NT. ROOM - NI GHT

A phone set. A small red light flashes. A finger pushes a
button on the phone set, a nessage starts to play.

ANTHONY' S VA CE
H Ms Kathryn, it’s me Anthony...
somet hi ng very strange happened
today when | went to see ny
nmother... And uh... | need to see
you, it’s very inportant. Please
cone tonorrow norning to the China
ol d Restaurant, 1’1l be there
waiting for you... Ms Kathryn
pl ease conme al one and don’t tel
anyone you're conming to see ne.

That sane finger pushes a button, an electronic voice is
heard sayi ng; “ MESSAGE HAS BEEN ERASED *

PULL BACK to reveal Andy. A very angry look in his eyes.
He | ooks to his left, WIlliamis standing there.

Andy suddenly turns and punches himhard. Wlliamfalls to
t he ground.

ANDY
| think it’s about tine you and |
had a tal k.

W LLI AM

Tal k about what? Why did you hit
me?
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ANDY
Lets see, you take FIVE HUNDRED
DOLLARS from your own account once
a month, you nmake a secret trip to
an apartnment building in Venice
Beach, you | eave the noney in a
mai | box and. .

W LLI AM
(i nterrupting)
How di d you know t hat ?

ANDY
I knew a long tinme ago, but |
didn’t know why and didn’t care,
until you started acting strange

after we saw that kid. | saw the
| ook in your eyes, then | started
follow ng you... Down to Venice

Beach...Do | need to continue?
W 1liam shakes his head.

ANDY
I know who the kid is... WIliam
but I wanna hear it from you

WIlliamis shocked. Andy lights a cigarette and hands it to
him WIliams fingers are shaking. Andy reaches for
Wl liam s shoul der and squeezes it hard.

ANDY
Don’t be afraid, you can tell ne.
W LLI AM
This kid is MR RICHARD... |I'm
sorry... | couldn’t do what you
wanted nme to... |I’mnot a baby
killer... That night, | took him

down to Venice Beach, |eft him next
to a church and waited in the car.
A Man showed up and found him |
followed him found out what’s his
nane and where he lives, and | kept
com ng back every nonth to | eave

t hem sone noney, it’s the noney you
paid ne to kill him | owed that to
Ms Kathryn and to your late
brother, M Al bert... They hel ped
me and took care of ne al nost al

ny life, but | betrayed them I
betrayed their trust when | took

t hat baby away.
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ANDY
(squeezing his teeth)
Al'l these years and you didn't tell
me... Al these years... | thought
| got rid of that kid... You stupid
sentinental fool!

W LLI AM
M Andy please... Have nercy, this
kid is harm ess, he doesn’t know
anything, | told himto go back
honme and 1’1l give his father nore
noney, |'msure he will. Please M
Andy, don’t hurt him you are his
uncl e for god sake.

ANDY

Anyone el se know about this?
W LLI AM

No. .. Nobody.
ANDY

OK, you listen to nme now, if anyone
ever found out that Richard is
still alive, you wll pay, your
Jenny will pay.

W LLI AM
Oh god!'! NO please, | beg you, not
Jenny, she has nothing to do with
this, for god sake please NO

ANDY
Then you keep your nouth shut...
I’ mgonna finish himoff nyself
this tine.

Andy | eaves the room qui ckly.

EXT. THE CHI NA GOLD RESTAURANT - MORNI NG

Ant hony and Justin hang around the entrance of the
restaurant. Anthony suddenly spots Mac, about thirty feet
wal ki ng towards the restaurant.

ANTHONY
It’s Mac!

JUSTI N
I wonder what he’s up to.
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Mac | ooks around then wal ks over to them

MAC
(excited)
Oh Ant hony, here you are, |’ve been
| ooking all over for you.

Ant hony | ooks at himw th suspicious eyes.

MAC

Sonet hing big is happeni ng today.
ANTHONY

What ?
MAC

Andy called ne [ ast night. Anthony,
Ms Kathryn is your REAL MOTHER
Andy told nme. He also told nme you
called her and left her a
nessage... |Is that true?

Anthony is in conplete shock as he nods.

MAC
She never got the nessage. Andy
heard it and erased it. Kathryn is
out of the country, she’ s com ng
back today. She never heard your
nessage.

Ant hony’s heart is beating very fast at this nmonment.

MAC
Andy called ne to set up a trap for
you.

ANTHONY
How?

MAC

He wanted to me to conme and

convi nce you that your real nother
is waiting for you over at that
buil ding (he points to a brick
bui I ding at the end of the bl ock)
And of course your nother will not
be there... He will.

ANTHONY
Is he there now?
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MAC
No. He will be in about an hour or
so, but | cane early to warn you
Ant hony, | think you should run

away.
ANTHONY

Oh no. Noway.
JUSTI N

What are you going to do?

ANTHONY
I wanna go there and wait for him
| have to settle this matter, once

and for all.
MAC
This man is evil. | don't think you
shoul d do that.
ANTHONY
I have to... I’mnot running away
fromno one.
MAC
In this case I"’mconmng with you
JUSTI N
Me too.
ANTHONY

Mac, why are you doing this?

MAC
To prove to you ny good intentions.
| feel bad for what |I did. This is
ny chance to make it up for you

Ant hony | ooks at Justin and gets an approval nod from him

MAC
Come on. W better get there before
he does.

ANTHONY
K. Lets go.

As they head for the brick building...
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I NT. KATHRYN S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - SAME TI ME

Kathryn sits on a sofa reading a magazine. WIIliam wal ks in.
He has a bl ack eye.

KATHRYN
(surprised)
Wl lian? How cone you didn't pick
me up fromthe airport? (she
notices his black eye) Are you
alright? Wio did this to you?

W LLI AM
No MBam.. I'mnot alright... |
haven't been alright for the past
thirteen years.

KATHRYN
What are you tal ki ng about ?

Wlliamsits down. He | ooks |i ke a broken man who had | ost
everyt hi ng.

KATHRYN
Wlliamwhat is it?

W LLI AM
It’s a very, very long story Ms
Kat hryn, but | can’'t go over it
now, there’s sonething nore
i nportant that we need to do... W
need to save your SON before it’s
too | ate.

Kathryn froze, her |ips shiver as she tries to speak.

KATHRYN
Wha. .. WHAT??
W LLI AM
Your son, Richard, didn't die in
t he nountains that day... | took
him.. Ms Kathryn, ANTHONY IS YOUR

SON! !
Kathrine is in conpl ete shock.

She tries to get up but her legs fail her. She falls to the
ground.
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I NT. A BU LDI NG I N VENI CE BEACH - SAME TI ME

It’s a deserted old brick building. Anthony wal ks in,
foll owed by Mac and Justin. Anthony |ooks around, then turns
to Mac.

ANTHONY
So this is the place?

Mac has the coldest ook in his eyes as he stares at Anthony.

ANTHONY
(conf used)
Mac?

At that sanme nonent Andy appears from behind a wall.

ANDY
So... We finally neet... You know,
you’ ve been causing me trouble
since the day you were born!

ANTHONY
Ha?
ANDY
Your father ... My own brother

hated nme, he hated ne since we were
little, and I knew it, the sane day
you were born | knew he’'s gonna

gi ve you everything. He even said
it to me on his death bed... But |
wasn’t gonna let it happen, oh
no... But here you are... Back
again to take everything... To
destroy everything | built... But
again, I will NOT let it happen.

ANTHONY
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about .

ANDY
I’ mtal king about Richard Thomas. ..
the son of Al bert Thomas... The kid
who was eaten by nountain |ions
thirteen years ago... Do you know
we even had a tonbstone nmade for
you? Now it wouldn't be right to
| eave that grave enpty would it?
Ri char d?
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Andy takes a step forward. Anthony is about to nake a nove
but Mac suddenly junps on himand waps himwith his arns as
they both fall to the ground.

MAC
Now | ets see how you gonna use that
mrror.

ANTHONY

(screani ng)
JUSTIN'! DO IT!I! DO ITH!

Justin | ooks confused for a second, he then reaches into his
pocket quickly and pulls out the mrror.

MAC
(scream ng at Andy)
DON' T LET HHM USE THE M RROR! !
HURRY! TAKE | T AWAY!!

Justin flashes the mrror on the Gorilla picture when Andy
junps on him They struggle as Andy tries to snatch away the
mrror fromJustin s hand.

At that nonment sonething strange happens. As both hands
struggle for the mrror, Justin is able to flash it on the
CGorilla picture, and all of a sudden both Andy and Justin
turn to Gorillas.

There are now two big CGorillas, facing each other.

One of themlooks at it’s own body in disbelief. W can tel
it’'s Andy.

Suddenly the second Gorilla charges, and the first one reacts
quickly as it takes the charge and pushes the first Gorilla
away.

This deserted buil ding has suddenly cone to life as the
extrenely loud roar of the Gorillas fill the enpty floors.

Anthony tries to break away, but Mac has a strong grip on
hi m

ANTHONY
LET ME GO! LET ME GO YQU LYI NG
SNAKE.

VAC

Don’t take it personal. A HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOLLARS is al ot of noney.
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BACK TO THE FI GHT

The two Gorillas continue to charge each other with conplete
savagery. Finally, one of them manages to push the other hard
against a wall. It falls down as it |oses conci ous.

The wi nner | ooks very tired as it takes few steps toward
Ant hony and Mac.

MAC

(1 aughi ng)
Good job, M. Andy. Very good job.

G ve ne a hand.

He reaches with his hand to the Gorilla. It takes his hand
but suddenly pulls it so hard, Mac flies across the room and
falls hard to the ground.

The CGorilla then sits down and slowy rolls on the ground.
It’s Justin.

At that sanme nonent, police sirens are heard in the distance.
Mac suddenly gets up and nmanages to junp out of an open
wi ndow.

Ant hony and Justin hug each ot her.

ANTHONY
Thank you for saving ny life.
JUSTI N
(smling)

W' re equal now.
They | ook at the unconscious Corilla by the wall.
ANTHONY
Lets get him back before anyone see
himlike this.
I NT. THE BU LDI NG - MOMENTS LATER

Cops enter the building. They see Anthony and Justin, next to
t he unconsci ous body of Andy.

Kathryn and Wlliam also enter the building. Kathryn seens
scared to death but she cal n8 down when she sees Anthony on
his feet...
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She wal ks to him slowy... her hands and |ips shiver as she
gets closer. She is trying to fight the tears. Her voice is
barely com ng out.

KATHRYN
... | felt you, the second I laid
nmy eyes on you... My heart felt
you... Everything in nme felt you..

Mot her and son hol d each other tight, tears are shed.

ANTHONY
(crying)
Wiy did you | eave ne... Mnf
KATHRYN
NO. .. NO baby... | never left you,
never... They took you away from

me... They took you away. Thanks to
WIlliam | know everything now.

One of the cops wal ks over to WIliamand puts hand-cuffs in
his hands and slowy | eads himout of the building.

ANTHONY
Where are they taking hinf

KATHRYN
Wlliamis the one who ki dnapped
you fromthe canp that day... your
uncle Andy made himdo it... He
want ed you dead because your father
left you all his fortune and left
Andy with nothing. But WIIliam
Couldn’t do it. He left you at a
church doorstep instead, and kept
com ng back to | eave you noney
every nont h.

ANTHONY
YOU MEAN HE IS THE FI VE HUNDRED
DOLLAR MAN??
WIlliamturns before he | eaves the building and gives Anthony
a nod and a smle.

EXT. KATHRYN S HOVE - DAY

Ant hony, Kathryn, Justin, Jacky and Jenny stand behind the
gat e.
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ANTHONY
Monf

KATHRYN
Yes baby?

ANTHONY
VWhat will happen to M WIIian?

KATHRYN
I’ m doing everything to help him
everyt hi ng.
She hol ds Jenny’s hand and brings her closer.

At that nmoment The ROLLS ROYCE pulls up as the gate opens. A
young driver gets out quickly and opens the back door.

Mary and David get out. Mary runs to her son and hugs him
Davi d | urks behind, Kathryn wal ks over to him

KATHRYN
M David, | want to thank you for
saving ny son’s life.

David is touched, he can barely hold the tears. Anthony wal ks
over to himand hugs him

ANTHONY
H Dad. .

DAVI D
H ... Son.

They turn to wal k into the house.

ANTHONY
Wait, we' re not done yet.

The car door opens again, Alan, Amy and Linda get out and run
to hug Ant hony and Justin.

ANTHONY
| told the driver to pick up sone
friends.
KATHRYN
(1 aughi ng)
Wl l, we have a very big house,
enough room for everyone, right
Ri char d?

Ant hony/ Ri chard nods.
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EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

The whole famly stroll down the boardwal k. Anthony spots
Dante and wal ks over to him

MARY

ANTHONY STAY CLOSE BABY!
ANTHONY

K MM
KATHRYN

Rl CHARD HURRY UP, WE' RE HUNGRY!

ANTHONY/ RI CHARD
K MM

Dante is tal king to sone people.

DANTE
NO |’ M NOT PLAYI NG AGAI NST ANYONE
UNTIL | GET MY REMATCH W TH THAT
CH MP... THAT' S IT!!

Ant hony | aughs and is about to join the famly when...

GRL (OS)
H Ant hony.

She’ s about 18 or 19 and very pretty. A three-year-old boy
stands next to her.

ANTHONY
Hello... Do | know you?

She’s smling at him Anthony saw this girl somewhere and is
trying to place her.

G RL
(wi nki ng)
O course you do, Anthony... By the
way, where is your mrror?

Ant hony suddenly renenbers her... it’s the girl Ms
Ri chardson showed himin the picture... It’s Ms Ri chardson
hersel f. Anthony’s jaw drops.
ANTHONY
Wait!! | renenber now... You were

the girl in the picture Ms
Ri chardson showed ne!!
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She nods and smi | es.

ANTHONY
OH My GO0000CDDD, MRS RI CHARDSON
TS YOU !'!
_ G RL/ MRS RI CHARDSON
(gi ggling)
Renmenber when | told you there was
another mrror?... (wWnks at him
well, I found it!

She points to a nerdy | ooking young man in shorts, |urking
behi nd.

G RL/ MRS RI CHARDSON (cont’ d)
And that’s M Ri chardson

ANTHONY
NOWAY

Ant hony’ s eyes shift to the kid.

ANTHONY
OH GOD, DON' T TELL ME THIS IS..

G RL/ MRS RI CHARDSON
You guessed it... That’'s MAC
Qoviously | didn’t do a good job
raising himthe first tinme around,
so | figured, why not try again!

Anthony’s laugh is so loud, it fills the Snog-Filled skies of
the city of Los Angel es.

THE END



124.



