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MARKED
| NT. LAUNDRY PRODUCTI ON PLANT- DAY

A large room of wonen fold and sort |inen into bundles and
then cart.four wonmen to each large white industrial table.

Lagwanda 25 bl ack.pretty.fit.is in a far corner table.She is
al | business. Her beautiful yet determ ned face is focus on
fold, sort, count.

She tallies up her bundle count and pulls a pencil from her
hair net and records her total on a pad. She | ooks disgruntle
as she spots her supervisor 30's Latino.

SUPERVI SOR
(spani sh accent)
Hope you made your nunbers this
hour. Cant afford to be short.

LAQAANDA
(finishing bundl e)
Rita you know | make production
nost of the tinme...don’t trip.

SUPERVI SOR
Bi g bosses comi ng down on nme so I'm
just doing ny job.

LAQWANDA
| hear you...look,| got a full cart
ready to go to the hospital.

Lagwanda snoot hly scoots a blue cart just pass the folding
tabl e and her supervisor. No appreciation fromthe face of
t he proud Lati no supervisor.

SUPERVI SOR
Line it up with the others going
out .

Lagwanda’ s supervi sor wal ks away checking her clip
board. Soon as she has gone Lagwanda’ s younger sister joins
her at fol ding table.

KASHARA
What she tal kin bout now?l know she
ai nt tal ki ng bout nunbers, she cheat
for her little friends all the
tine.
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LAQMANDA
It s nothing, been here too long to
| et her get to ne...what you doing
you better get back on line.

KASHARA
Grl it's break tine...lets go.

L AQWANDA

Get me some Mn-M s out the nmachi ne
and a Pepsi.

CUT TO
EXT. PLANT BREAK AREA- DAY

Lagwanda is sitting at a table checking her cel
phone. Kashara pl aces a honey bun and soda in front of
Lagwanda.

LAQMNANDA
Sis,| didn't want no honey bun..

KASHARA
They out of Mn-Ms, be happy wt
dat. What tinme you think we | eave
t oday?

LAQWANDA
| f everything goes well we should
get off at bout four.

KASHARA
Sounds good. .. nmanma said she got the
ki ds. You take your |ast test
toni ght right?

LAQWANDA
Yup..you know it.

KASHARA
Mal eea will be off by five,
Shondra’s party starts at 10. W’
save sone drink for you

LAQWANDA
It’s the weekend and all, but |
think 1"mgon stay hone wit nmana
and work on ny resune. Shondra said
it’s an opening at her job.
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KASHARA
She said she had you after you got
your certificates.So wll you give
this place a two weeks notice?

LAQWANDA
Maybe or | may tell themto go to
hell...themand their production
nunbers.

KASHARA

Proud of you big sis.A graduate in
O fice System Technol ogy. Make ne
want to go back

LAQMNANDA
You can. For ne it was ki nda hard
but.. ..

In the m ddl e of Lagwanda’ s sentence the supervi sor busts
out of the break roomexit door, speaks into her wal kie
talkie and then harshly yells break is over to all that it
appl i es.

Lagwanda pl aces her uneaten honey bun in her pocketbook.
Cracks the top of her soda and turns it up as all her co
wor kers pass her going back to work.

Her supervisor sizes Lagwanda up. Then an unapproved
expressi on cones across the supervisor’'s face.

SUPERVI SCR
(spani sh accent)
Lagwanda | need to see you in the

of fice.
LAQAANDA
For what ?
SUPERVI SOR
W'll talk when we are in the
of fice.
LAQMNANDA

Was it sonmething that | done? That
was ny first time not getting
production nunbers in years.

SUPERVI SOCR
Ok Lagwanda. . You right,you been
here what three, four year?You good
wor ker.But lately...l nean | ook
now, you | ast off break.
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LAQWANDA
(upset)
You st opped ne! You been pickin at
me since the Christmas party, guess
cause Janes and the ot her managers
didn’t notice you.

SUPERVI SCR
(mldly upset)
That's it lets go to the office I'm
going to wite you up.

LAQWANDA
For what ? Not hi ng?

SUPERVI SOR
For coming frombreak |ate and
being late this noring.

LAQWANDA
Since you want to |lie bitch,
qui t. Fuck yall.

A touch of resentnment flashes in the Latino supervisor’s
eye. But she turns from Lagwanda and goes back into the
pl ant .

Kashara was standing at the break door the whole tine. She
sticks her head out to catch Lagwanda before she | eaves.

KASHARA
Lagwanda! Lagwanda! You com ng back
to get me right?!
CUT TO
| NT. LAQAMNDA MOTHERS HOVE- NI GHT

Lagwanda is sitting on her |ight pink queen size bed typing
at her lap top conputer.

A video shows up introducing Irlen Syndrone.

Lagwanda in a indian sytle position pushes her lap top a few
i nches back but still squints her eyes.

On the video the woman(white) 40’s is expl ai ni ng.
WOVAN

Irlen syndronme is the eyes
hypersensitive

phot or ecept or s. In sinple ternms,
the signals fromthe eye are not
( MORE)
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WOVAN (cont’ d)
getting to the brain intact and/or
on tine.

Lagwanda’s inquisitive nother enters the wi de open bed room
hol di ng Lagwanda’ s four year old child.

PEARL
Look at’cha...all close on the
comput er. Gon be tal kin bout yo eyes
hurting in a mnute.

LAQWANDA
My eyes aint gon be hurtin
Mah. ..you |l ooking for a pull up?

PEARL
Naw | want to know who ate up ny
chocol ate chip cooki es?

LAQMNANDA
Ah Mah | ate them..sorry.|l been
wanti ng some Mn-M all day,that
was the closest thing to it.

PEARL
Well you need to go to the store.
LAQWANDA
You don’t suppose to have them
anyway.
PEARL

Grl you ain’t no doctor. Speaking
of sweets, your honey cane by.

LAQWANDA
Who Montrail, pl ease, that crazy boy
ain’t nothing but ny baby daddy
that’s it.

PEARL
| like Montrail,he is a good
guy. Treats you |ike gold.

LAQWANDA
Ain’t nothing Mah,| nean he nice
and all but...l cant deal wth

sonmeone who wants to be under ne
all the tinme and he stay broke.
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PEARL
Because he truly loves you and this
baby.| know he is having a tough
time finding a job but it’s hard
ri ght now.

LAQWANDA
Mah Montrail is just weird,for
real . He a good father and all, but
no,l just can’t see nyself wth
hi m

PEARL
Well | think he alright. Al these
boys want to play gangters or
t hug. Seemto nme you would want to
build yall’a little famly

LAQMNANDA
| hear you Mamma...what was he
t al ki ng bout ?

PEARL
Not hi ng nmuch, just cane to see his
baby and you.l told himyou should
have been here from worKk.

LAQWANDA
Work...oh yeah Mah | quit that.

PEARL
| could see that com ng, but you
shoul d’t have quit until you had
anot her job.Can’t count on people’s
wor ds.

LAQWANDA
You right mama. But | coul d not take
them anynore...so | just left.

PEARL
Hope your friend s job work out for
you. So gl ad you stuck with that
school .

Suddenly the door bell rings.Lagwanda fol ds down her | aptop
and slides off her bed.

She approaches the front door and | ooks through the peek
hol e. She seens di sappoi nted at the sight, but opens the door
anyway and allows Mntrail (20" s)black, to cone in and sit.

Montrail is dressed in nodest jean and polo shirt.H s head
wear is a Mddle Eastern Afrocentric w ap.
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LAQAANDA
Montrail you over here agai n?What
you need now?

MONTRAI L
Lagwanda ny beautiful angel,l tried
to call you.But it went to voice
mai | . How are you queen?

LAQMNANDA
Anyway, | ook Montrail, Moses, Must af a
what ever you cal ling yourself
now, next tinme wait for me to return
your call.Mama got the baby.

MONTRAI L
No | came to see you ny celestia
being.l wanted to tell you that |
found a job.

LAQMNANDA
Bout ti e, doi ng what ?

MONTRAI L
|’ma shuttle driver for Big Brads
car deal ershi p.

LAQWANDA
You gon be driving people around
while they getting they car fixed?

MONTRAI L
Yeah that’s it.Wth this extra
incone..|l think we should npbve in

t oget her, you know, do this right.

LAQWANDA
Do this right,nah,besides | quit ny
j ob today, so your job cane right on
tinme.

MONTRAI L
You quit? What happen?Ch |
know, Rita got to you

Lagwanda briefly softens then hardens her deneanor.

LAQMNANDA
Montrail you know how t hey
do. .. managenent probably be calling
me back soon.
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MONTRAI L
My beautiful love light..you don’t
have to work.|l worship the ground
you wal k on.....

LAQWANDA
Saying stuff like that...so
unnecessary.

Suddenly a trio of young | adies burst on the scene. One of
them has their cell phone in the air playing the | atest hot
party song.

Pear| hol di ng Lagwanda’ s daughter enters the living roomto
see what is going on.

The lyrics tells the | adies to shake what they want and
throw their hands in the air. They turn the living roominto
a club dance fl oor

LAQAANDA
Look at yall...just too crazy.

MALEKA( 20’ S)
Grl we got our baby daddies to
watch the kids and it’s time to
turn all the way up

SHONDRA
And then sone... hey yall.Lagwanda |
heard what happen. You need to cone
up there Monday.

PEARL
She sho’ nuff do...,it was nice
seei ng you Shonda, daughters,
Montrail.lmgoing to the store.
LAQWANDA
"1l take nmy bunny bunp off your

hands.

Pear| hands the toddler off to her father and Montrail hugs
her then giving her to Lagwanda.

PERAL
Yeah |"moff to the
store... sonebody ate all ny al

nat ural chocol ate chi p cooki es.

KASHARA
Ah Lagwanda that’s nessed up,
woul d have brought you a bag of
m n-mns.
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PEARL

Yup want nobody but Lagwanda.
LAQWANDA

Mother | will go to the store, you

just sit and rest your feet.

MONTRAI L
Lagwanda | can take you...you know
SO you can save gas.

MAL EKA KASHARA
Ahhhh ain’t he tweet. So very very nice.

Lagwanda gi ves her sisters a mnd your business | ook.
CUT TO
EXT. STORE PARKI NG LOT- NI GHT

Montrail searches and finds a nice parking space for his
conpany van. Lagwanda | ooki ng around with a touch of
appr ehensi on. She grabs her child fromthe | oosened car seat.

The young famly exits the van and are on their way in the
store.

Suddenly a | ady(40’ s) bl ack, cougar, driving a sedan glides up
with intentions of parking in the enpty space beside
Montrail’s van. But Montrail is parked crooked. Making it a
hard park.

LADY
(to Montrail)
Coul d you...oh never m nd.

MONTRAI L
Yes mam | can nove the van over....

LAQWANDA
(cutting Montrail off)
Cone on man,there are other parks
out. ..

LADY
|’ d appreciate that young Sir, good
to see a decent young man
t oday. Even if others don’t.

Lagwanda nonchal antly passes her toddler to Mntrai
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LAQMNANDA
Lady you need to take yo wig and
gone, before | split yo dentures.

Wil e holding his baby a smrking Mntrial grabs at
Lagwanda’ s el bow.

MONTRAI L
Hol d on now..no need to go there.

LADY
You better call her no manners, WC
check | oving, ebt card w shing,old
sew in having.....

The | ady conti nues down the parking lot finishing off her
comments while rolling her neck.lLagwanda stares at the back
of the lady's car as she coasts off.

LAQWANDA
Better |eave! Make ne call ny
sisters and junp yo ass!

Lagwanda reaches for her child from her baby father. Mntrai
softly kisses the forehead of the child and hands her back
t o Lagwanda.

MONTRAI L
Froma fighter to a nother,just
i ke that.Mdst niggas dont know how
to handl e you.

LAQMNANDA
What ever ni gga.
MONTRAI L
Grl | know you inside and out.D d

you check out that video?l saw
sonet hi ng on these gl asses.

LAQWANDA
Yea,| saw the little video.l don’t
do gl asses....hold on | may | ook
fly wit sonme on.

MONTRAI L
You gorgeous girl,you’ Il | ook good

anyway.

Lagwanda hol ds her head up slyly smiling and then bl ushing.
| ooking away from then at Montrail
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LAQWANDA
Montrail you think you slick...but
we too different.But you ny baby
daddy, as |l ong as you do right by
her. ...

MONTRAI L
Forever and al ways, even if |’ m not
here. At least that’s what | aim
for.

LAQMNANDA
Conme on man,lets go in this store
and get ny mana cooki es.

CUr 1O
EXT/ | NT. PLASVA DONATI ON CENTER- DAY

At an upward angl e the huge orange and blue letters of the
pl asma office sign look bright as it reflects the sun rays
on this bright day.

The whol e front glass of the office is covered with poster
size ads for the donation center.

I nside the office Lagwanda is sitting at a curved nodern
styl e receptionist desk.She is |ooking surprisingly
confortable for her first day on the job.

Her desk phone rings and |ights up. Lagwanda anti ci pates the
second ring, presses a button and lifts the dark gray phone
receiver.

LAQWANDA
(courteous)
City Plasnma Center,how can | help
you?

CUT TO
| NT. LAQMANDA MOTHERS HOVE- DAY

Pear|l is relaxing on her couch watching t.v. with her cell
phone to her ear.

PEARL
Yes girl...there it is baby girl!
i ked that.Answer it like that
every tine.

| ntercut between plasma center and | agwanda’s not her hone
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LAQWANDA
Thanks you Mah. Il nma call around
| unch, ok.

PEARL
Al ri ght Qmanda, have a great
day. ..l ove ya.

LAQWANDA

Love you too.
LAQMNDA HANGS UP HER DESK PHONE

A business outfitted sondra props up on Lagwanda’ s desk
checking on her friend.

SHONDRA
Who you | ove too?

LAQWANDA
Ch girl that was ny mama, she want ed
to hear how | answered the phone.

SHONDRA
That was nice.But |I'msure you wll
do good. Look | just wanted to give
you a heads up on Angeli na.

LAQWANDA
Who i s Angelina?

SHONDRA
She has a high position in
accounti ng. Wat ch her Qnanda she’s a
snake.

LAQMNANDA
| just want to work,do a good job
and go hone...no dranma

SHONDRA
That’'s it,she | oves drama. Al ways
trying to get people fired. New
folks get it the worst.

LAQWANDA
Not going to worry....

Lagwanda spins fromher chair to stand.in a nonent of tine
t hat deserves sl ow notion. Lagwanda | ooks to her left and
recogni zes the sane lady fromthe parking |ot.But she has
yet to see Lagwanda.
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SHONDRA
There she go,wal king this way.
LAQMANDA
(whi spers)
Oh shit...l was about to fight her.
SHONDRA
(whi spers)

You say what ?

A sm ling Angelina(40’ s)holds her head high scanning the
room Then notices and recogni zes Lagwanda on the front
desk. She prances toward Lagwanda and Shondra interrupting
t heir conversi on about her.

ANCGELI NA
Morni ng | adi es. (to Lagwanda) You
nmust be the new front help.

LAQMNANDA
(rmodest)
Yes ny name i s Lagwanda, about. ..

ANCGELI NA
Hell o, I m Angelina.l renenber you
fromthe other night.No need to
live in the past.

LAQWANDA
| was goi ng through sone
t hings. @ ad we can nove on fromit.

ANCGELI NA
Oh yes, besides | hear you have a
solid work history and j ust
fini shed sone school.

LAQWANDA
That’s right mamlike | was telling
Shondra. All | want to do is work

and go hone, no extra ness.

ANCGELI NA
Very good to hear.Did Shondra tel
you this is smle week

SHONDRA
That’'s right Qaanda, everybody in
the office has to wear a smley
badge today and all week.

Angel i na shows off her smley face sticker.
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ANGELI NA
Its just alittle something to show
donors we appreciate them

SHONDRA
Don’t nean to cut you off Angelina
but, Lagwanda i s that your baby’s
father comng in here?

LAQWANDA
Sure is,l don’t know why he is
her e.
ANCGELI NA
(smtten)

Ch yeah | renenber himfromthe
ot her night.Ch God, | ook who seens
to be with himAl onzo.

SHONDRA
Al onzo...he think he the office
pl ayer .

ANGELI NA

Anyway |’ m of f. Lagwanda make sure
you get a smley badge and smle
smle, smle.

LAQMNANDA
| sure will.

Angel i na del ays her exit for a second. | ooking around
Lagwanda’ s work area. She spots a candy bar and sone water.

ANGELI NA
Al so, naybe you have not | ooked at
the office hand book. But there are
no snacks or bottled water in the
wor k ar ea.

LAQWANDA
No problemI’Il get rid of it.

Angel i na nods and wal ks of f. She greets Mntrail and

Al onzo( 30’
desk.

s) bl ack. Snmoot h. As the gentl enmen stop by Lagwanda’ s

LAQAANDA( CONT)
(to Montrail)
Man what are you doi ng here?
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MONTRAI L
Qnanda you think I'mfollow ng you?
Naw | had to drop M. Al onzo off.

ALONZO
Hey I’m Al onzo,this is ny first
time seeing you here.

LAQWANDA
Today is ny first day.

ALONZO
Hope Shondra telling you sone good
t hi ngs.

SHONDRA
I f anything I'll tell her you ain’t
not hi ng.

ALONZO

What ever. . anyway. How do you two
know each ot her?

LAQAANDA
He is ny baby’ s father.

ALONZO
A child together, oh ok.

MONTRAI L
Yeah, but to nme she coul d never be
just ny baby’s nother.In ny eyes
Lagwanda is a special young | ady.

SHONDRA
Ok Montrail,tell it.Stand up for
your womran.

LAQAANDA
(to Montrail)
Don’t you have to get back to your
j ob?

MONTRAI L
You are right.l just cane in to
speak. See yal |l later

ALONZO

Montrail my car should be ready
around three right?
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MONTRAI L
That is what the boss said sir, see
you in a couple of hours.

Montrail greets everyone a fare well one last tine before
| eavi ng the buil ding.

Al onzo smi
bl ocki ng |

ALONZO
Lagwanda. .. no harm i ntended, but you
|l ooking right.Did | nention | drive
a Benz.

SHONDRA
Man don’t nobody care about your
Benz. Wat ch hi m Qnvanda.

ALONZO
| was not tal king to you Shondra.
Lagwanda where you going for |unch?

SHONDRA
Naw Al onzo, we eating together for
[ unch.

LAQAANDA

It’'s ok Shondra..

ALONZO
Good, | know this w ng spot around
t he corner. Hugh sel ection...you
gotta try the herbs and honey

W ngs.
LAQAANDA
That do sound good.
ALONZO
Vell 1’1l see you soon.By the

way, i f your conputer acts up cal
me.l’mthe I T guy here.

LAQAANDA
| sure will,thanks.

| es at Lagwanda and gi ves Shondra a why you
ook then scrolls down the hallway.

SHONDRA
Lagwanda |’ m here to tell you,that
nigga there ain't shit.Can’t say |
didn’t warn you.
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LAQMNANDA
He seens ok. Maybe you gotta get to
know hi m

CUr 1O
EXT. CH CKEN W NG RESTAURANT- DAY

Lagwanda and Al onzo sit outside at a table with unbrella in
the m ddl e. They are finishing off their sauce | aced w ngs.

Al onzo spots sonme of the wi ng grease on the corner of
Lagwanda’s nmouth.He attenps to clean it off but Lagwanda
| eans back, | etting himknow she can wi pe her own face.

ALONZO
So what up with you?

LAQWANDA
What do you nean?l told you
everyt hi ng about ne.

ALONZO
| know you dropped out of high
school , survi ved the hood, went back
got you CED, had a baby, al nost got
marri ed, don’t snoke but drank...

LAQAANDA
That is the basics...yeah.

ALONZO
(ki ddi ng)
So you going to get free lunches on
me,and | can’t find out what turns
you on and off?

LAQWANDA
On sone sex shit?
ALONZO
Vell..no,not just that,for exanple

| hate okra.Can’t stand shoppi ng
carts near ny car,love a good back

rub...l wanta know what nakes you
tick.

LAQMANDA
What mekes nme tick...|l have to say

my child.My | ove for her keeps ne
going. Don’t you feel that way about
your Ki ds.
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ALONZO
| was young when | met ny babies
mama. After two kids | still wanted

to run around, but |’ve matured and
now try to nmake tinme for them

LAQANDA
What do yall do?

ALONZO
You know, go to the park, fun
zones, buy them stuff. Take themto
see my nmanma

LAQWANDA
That's good, keep it up.It’s 10
m nutes to one, we shoul d get back.

ALONZO
It’s about that tine.Don't stress
too much. You know |’ ma be a manager
in a few days

LAQAANDA
Ch really,so you going to be ny
boss huh?

ALONZO

Somet hing |ike that, but you good. W
bot h grown, my advancenent shoul dn’t
get in the way of our relationship.

LAQMANDA
Rel ati onshi p?Hol d now, | ets be
friends first.

ALONZO
That’ s what | neant. Look Lagwanda |
can bet Shondra probably told you
about sone of the wonmen | talked to
in the office.But you different.

LAQMNANDA
How nany have you said that to.

ALONZO
No it’s true.You are a | ady but |
can tell you can get hood when
needed. Let ne take you out, show you
some stuff.
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LAQMNANDA
| don’t know,| gotta find a
babysitter and all that.

ALONZO

You like 90’ s nusic?
LAQWANDA

Hel | yeah...l grew up on it.
ALONZO

| know this club that plays all the
jams from back in the day. Trust ne
it wll be super fun.

LAQMNANDA
1’11 think about it,now lets go
before you get ne fired.

CUr 10O
| NT. PLASMVA DONATI ON CENTER- DAY

A Wednesday. Lagwanda i s busy answering the front desk
phone. She pl aces people on hold and takes notes.Directly
behi nd her about 15 feet away Al onzo casually fills and
drinks a small cup of water froma water cool er.

He sips and wat ches Lagwanda whil e she works. Shondra hol di ng
a stack of files,slides in front of Lagwanda bl ocki ng

Al onzo’ s view. Shondra rolls her eyes at himthen turns her
attention toward Lagwanda.

SHONDRA
Qnanda, how you girl?

LAQMNANDA
(hangs up phone)
"’ mok...hella busy today huh.

SHONDRA
That’s howit is at tines.| wanted
to show you what to do with these
files real quick

As Shondra pl aces the stack of files on the front desk and
sit beside Lagwanda. Angelina interrupts the training
sessi on.

ANGELI NA
Good | see Shondra is show ng you
what to do with the clients files.
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SHONDRA
Yes, | was show ng her how we scan
and upload the files in the system

ANGELI NA
Since you are training her,tel
sonmebody to conme up here to cover
t he phones and you two go to the
copy room

SHONDRA
Alright I will do just that.

ANGELI NA
Lagwanda you are doi ng good, but
when you take nassages,wite down
not only their nane and nunber, but
al so the reason

L AQWANDA

| sure will,from now on.

ANGELI NA
Good. Shondra carry on with the
trai ni ng. Lagwanda nake sure you
keep smling and throw that drink
away. No food or drink renenber.

LAQWANDA
Yes mam | will take it out the
of fice right now

CUr 1O

| NT. PLASMA DONATI ON CENTER- DAY( CONT)

Lagwanda and Shondra are sitting in the copy room Lagwanda
is looking overwhelned by all the instructions Shondra is
gi ving her.

Shondra points at the stack of files,the conputer,the copier
and back to the files.

Lagwanda squints her eyes and rubs the tenples of her
head. Her effort to focus is taking a toll on her.

SHONDRA
You got it girl?l knowit's a |lot.
LAQMNANDA
(unsure)
Well....kind of.
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SHONDRA
| know you will be fine,call ne if
you need ne. Gotta get back to ny
work | oad,it doubles yours.

LAQMANDA
Oh..OCh ok.It’s nothing,| got it.

Shondra | eaves Lagwanda to herself.As soon as Shondra is
gone so is Lagwanda' s fal se confi dence.

Lagwanda cl oses and opens her eyes. She then | owers her head
and rubs her eyes with the heels of her hand.

The synptons are all too fam liar.She | ooks at her first
file,but all she is seeing is letters literally JUWI NG al
over the file page.

Back to the conputer. Sonme of the words seemto be m ssing on
t here. She | ooks back at the files and the letters have

st opped j unpi ng, but now words are DANCI NG on the conputer
under no one’s control.

CUT TO
| NT. LAQMANDA MOTHERS HOMVE- DAY

Barely over the kitchen table, little tiny hands is all that
can be seen as they try to grasp a hold of a bright red

Si ppy cup.

The small fingers tip over the sippy cup.Spilling juice on
the kitchen floor.Pearl turns fromthe kitchen sink and is
di sappointed with the ness she now has to cl ean up.

PEARL
Baby girl | told you to wait. Now I
got to get that up before the fl oor
gets sticky.

Pear| grabs and pl aces her grandchild at the kitchen
tabl e. As soon as pearl|l |eaves,the small child junps fromthe
chair and runs around. Pear|l steps back into scene arned with
a nop and begins to clean the spill

CUT TO
| NT. PLASVA OFFI CE/ LAQAMNDA MOM HOME- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY
Lagwanda continues to gather herself in the copyroom She
pi cks up a stack of files and flips through them After

regroupi ng herself she sets the stack down and starts with
the very top file again.
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Lagwanda opens up the folder and tries to read. Once again
letters fly to and fro,all around the page.

Now frustrated | agwanda gets up from her chair and turns off
one set of the florescent |ights, making the roomslightly
di nmrer .

Keepi ng herself together |agwanda sits back down. She starts
to type on her conputer,but it seens not to

be perform ng. Lagwanda noves her nouse and types random

| etters but nothing is happening.

A happy al onzo wal ks past and goes back and stops at the
copy room doorway. He notices |agwanda’s trouble with the
conput er.

SI MULTANEQUS
PLASMA OFFI CE/ LAQAMNDA MOM HOME- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY

Pearl is bent over her nop bucket squeezing water out of her
nop. She stands up and sl aps the semi wet nop head to the
kitchen floor, nopping side to side.

Wth no warning the toddl er waps her short arns around one
of Pearl’s working legs, then hits her as if playing tag and
runs off.

A no nonsense Pearl eyeballs her grandchild. Pearl points at
the couch insinuating to the small child to sit and watch
cartoons. The child does what she is told but as soon as
pearl turns her back, shes back up running again.

SI MULTANEQUS
PLASMA OFFI CE/ LAQAMNDA MOM HOMVE- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY

Al onzo wat ches Lagwanda as she tries to renmedy her conputer
probl em Confi dently he wal ks towards her.

ALONZO
VWhats up with these |ights?Do we
need to call nmintenance?

LAQAANDA
No no,too nmuch light nesses with ny
eyes.

ALONZO

You know, ny mama i s the sane
way. You rem nd nme of her.
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LAQWANDA
Oh really...yo mam?

ALONZO
| nmeant the |ight thing.

LAQWANDA
Oh. Hey,help me with this
conputer,it’s stuck.

ALONZO
That’ s my thing. Conputer
troubl eshooting is what | do.

Al onzo shuts down and reboots Lagwanda’ s conputer. He punches
keys showi ng off his skills.

SI MULTANEQUS
PLASMA OFFI CE/ LAQAMNDA MOM HOMVE- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY

Pear| puts the finishing touches on her wet Kkitchen
fl oor. She stops for a second and notices a spot she knows
she already went over close to the wall.

Pear| di ps her nop once again in the nmurky nop bucket. She
bends over and tw sts water out of it,then goes after the
st ubborn spot.

As Pearl applies firmsteady strokes to her kitchen
floor,her small grandchild slides across the floor tackling
her | eg.

The FORCE of the child along with the slippery surface
causes Pearl to |ose her bal ance and crash hard to the
fl oor.

I n obvi ous pain, Pearl gathers herself while still on the
floor.She arnmy crawls to the dinning table were her cel
phone is lying and calls for help.

PEARL
(on phone)
Yes 911 | need you to cone,|’m hurt
and it’s only nme and ny grandchil d.
S| MULTANEQUS.
PLASMVA COFFI CE/ LAQAMANDA MOM HOVE- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY

ALONZO
VWl | there you go. Looks |ike your
computer is good.
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LAQMNANDA
Thanks Zo, you t he nman.

ALONZO
You know t hat.

Lagwanda takes a deep relieving breath and rubs out her
eyes.

ALONZQ( CONT)
Do you get headaches when you read
soneti nes?

LAQWANDA
Sonetinmes.But it depends on the
lighting.

ALONZO

You know that’s not normal right?
SI MULTANEQUS.
PLASVA OFFI CE/ LAQAMNDA MOM HOVE- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY

Pear|l has finish her call to 911. She redi als her cell phone
and waits.

SI MULTANEQUS.
PLASVA COFFI CE/ LAQAMANDA MOM HOVE- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY
LAQMNANDA
Hol d that thought, my phone is
ringing...it’s ny mama. Hel l o Ma.
SI MULTANEQUS

PLASVA OFFI CE/ LAQAMANDA MOM HOVE- SPLI T SCREEN- DAY

PEARL
Qnanda girl | done fell and | think
| broke ny hip.
LAQWANDA
Oh mama! No! What happen. ..
PEARL
(in pain)

| was noppi ng. The anbul ance is
comng,just tell yo job there is an
energency and you gotta | eave.
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LAQMNANDA
Ok mana, |’ mon ny way.

SPLI T SCREEN ENDS/ FULL SCREEN

| NT. PLASVA DONATI ON CENTER- DAY( CONT)

ALONZO
What s up, you gotta go?

LAQWANDA
(upset)
Yeah I’ mout of here ny nmana
hurt...shit!My sister got ny car
t oday.

ALONZO
Need a ride to the hospital or
sonet hing?l will take you

LAQMNANDA
But don’t they need you here?
ALONZO
This is an energency, they can cal
in a sub.
LAQMNANDA

Thanks so nuch Al onzo.

ALONZO
Let’ s go.

CUr 10

EXT. /I NT. HOSPI TAL PARKI NG LOT- NI GHT

Al onzo plays the gentleman’s rol e and unl ocks the passenger
si de door for Lagwanda. She sl unps her body inside the car
and he follows suit.

Lagwanda is at ease as Al onzo takes her hand and pl aces it

in his.

LAQWANDA
Lucky it was just a hip
poi nter. Doctor say she will be ok
in a couple of weeks.

ALONZO

| got one of those playing
f oot bal I .
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LAQMNANDA
Thanks again Zo.l should of |et
Montrail’'s mama keep ny baby nore.

ALONZO
Can’t beat yourself up,things
happen.

LAQAANDA

Guess you're right.Earlier you said
| rem nded you of your nom how so?

ALONZO
Wel |l beside the light thing. You re
pretty,strong willed. See | been
studi ng you Qnanda and | can tel
you have problemw th your eyes.

LAQWANDA
l...1 don't like to tal k about
it,but I do have sight problens.

ALONZO
How so0?
LAQAANDA
It was worst as a child.l'Il be

reading and letters would be
junping |ike gnats. Teachers try to
say | had A .D.D. or dyslexia.

ALONZO
A. D.D. ?

LAQMNANDA
Attention deficit disorder. Guess |
talked a little too much in cl ass.

ALONZO
Everybody got a little detention
fromtalking in class,right?

LAQWANDA
| was the worst. Wth a nanme |ike
Lagwanda and fromthe projects at
the tine, people assuned I would
never anount to anything.

ALONZO
Al'l cause of your bad sight.
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LAQAANDA
Hate to say it,but for the nost
part,| think I enbraced the
negative tal k about ne. You know.

ALONZO
Thats bul Il shit Qwanda, you can be
what ever you want. My mana went
t hrough the sane thing.

LAQWANDA
Real | y?

ALONZO
Yes. She a retired nurse. She al ways
had the Iights di m Conpl ai ned about
head aches.Don’t think it’'s as bad
NOw.

LAQAANDA
Sounds right.

ALONZO
As a boy, she would tal k about
| etters junpi ng around on pages. |
wondered if each letter was part of
sone code.

LAQMANDA
Li ke the bi bl e code?

ALONZO
| guess,maybe | just wanted to feel
i ke my mama was extra special.

LAQWANDA
| haven't felt this confortable
tal king about this in a |long
ti me. Besides famny crazy baby
daddy is the only one who
under st ands ne.

ALONZO
| get you Qnanda,and | want to be
there for you.Now I’ ve nmade pl ans
to take you out and I’ m not taking
no for an answer.

LAQWANDA
Vll...l guess so.

CUr 10O

Mont age- Vari ous Locati ons
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1. Lagwanda and Al onzo roller skate in a park

2. Lagwanda and Al onzo are together picking berries
and Lagwanda tries to feed Al onzo.

3.Alonzo is in an apron over a stove nmaking a dish. He scoops
up a portion and feeds Lagwanda.

4. Alonzo and Lagwanda are at a candle lit table. They reach
for and enbraces each ot hers hand.

CUr 1O
| NT. PLASMA CENTER- DAY

Two weeks |ater. A friday. An exuberant Lagwanda is in her
confort zone answering calls.

LAQWANDA
(on phone)
Hel | o. Plasma Center how can | help
you. | can...whats your nane and
nunber ?Thanks.

After taking down the information, Lagwanda is startled by
Shondr a.

SHONDRA
Qnanda!
LAQWANDA
Ch girl...you scared ne.Wats

good?You | ook mad.

SHONDRA
Told you dat nigga Al onzo ain't
shit. Shoul d have seen himall i
the new girl’s face.

n

LAQMNANDA
You khow how he is, probley just
t al ki ng.

SHONDRA

Nah girl,he smling and pulling his
phone out. There he, go check him

A strolling Alonzo | ooks up and notices the cold stares from
the | adi es. He speeds his pace trying to avoid conflict.

LAQMNANDA
Al onzo! Al onzo!
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Al onzo is shocked hearing his nane called so | oudly. H wal ks
t oward Lagwanda, cal m ng her

ALONZO
(1 ow voi ce)
What up, Qranda why you yel ling?

LAQWANDA
Man you gon wal k pass w t hout
speaki n. You saw ne.

ALONZO
Look. |’ mwas goi ng to a managenent
meet i ng. | m managenent now.

LAQMNANDA
Ok...we still going to the novies
| ater?

ALONZO
Lagwanda...it’ s over. \Watever we

had i s done.

LAQWANDA
What ?You sai d you. ...

ALONZO
We can talk later.Gotta go.

A dunbf ounded Lagwanda shuttles herself back to her work
area. Shondra waits on her news.

SHANDRA
What he said girl?

LAQMNANDA
Fuck’ em Punkass got brandnew.

SHONDRA
Don’t worry,we goi ng out
toni ght. Ri ght now just focus on
t hese phones.

Angel i na pops up from behide the | adies and calls back
al onzo.

ANGELI NA
Ladies this is no place for dranm
talk. W are here to work.

ALONZO

Yeah Angelina,l was on ny way to
t he neeting.
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ANGEL| NA
You got a few. | was talking to the
| adi es about work i ssues.

ALONZO
Yes mam

Angel i na | ooks over the front desk.In her casial Friday
j eans she squats and picks up a yellow mn-mcandy fromthe
carpet. She holds it between two fingers.

ANGELI NA
Shondra can you pl ease | eave.

Shondra does what she is told.

ANCGELI NA( CONT)
Lagwanda | don’t think this is
wor ki ng out. Besi des eating at your
desk. .

LAQAANDA
They nust have fell out of ny
pocket book,it’s the last tine.

ANGELI NA
Lagwanda you too sl ow, you don’t
t ake massages right,you re just
i nconpet ent .

ALONZO
Hol d on, she’s trying Angelina.

ANGELI NA
Alonzo this is your chance to nake
a manageri al deci sion, and right
bef ore a nmanagenent neeting.l know
what | woul d do.

A sorrowful Alonzo | ooks at Lagwanda t hen Angelica and back
at Lagwanda.

ALONZO
Lagwanda we going to have to |et
you go.

LAQAANDA
(upset)

Man. ..thats nmessed up.

opened. . .that’s ok.
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ANCGELI NA
W'l mail your check.

LAQWANDA
| should have snatched you out of
your car that night,but 1'Il see

you | ater.Had this up your selve
t he whol e tine.

ANGELI NA
Cl ean out your stuff.

CUT TO
EXT. PLASVA CENTER PARKI NG LOT- EVEN NG

In his car with the wi ndows hal f down, Alonzo is in mack node
on his cell phone. Lagwanda pours a alcohalic drink in his

| ap. She | eaves and is followed by her two sisters as she

wal ks down Angelina getting into her sedan.

ANGELI NA
What you want ?Get out of here
before I call the police.
LAQAANDA
(squar ed up)
Nah bitch, you wanta run your
nout h. Lets do it.

MAL EKA
Steal that bitch!

KASHARA
Smack the shit out of her Qmandal

The mldly drunk |lagwanda circles Angelina like a prize
fighter. Angelina pulls out her cell phone.

ANGELI NA
Go on now.l"mdailing 911.

Lagwanda reaches back and smacks Angelina in the face.
They exchange several bl ows before | ocking up.
Hair pieces start flying.Blouses are ripped.
FADE QOUT.
FADE | N.
EXT. COUNTY JAI L- MORNI NG
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An anxious Montrail stands facing the jail’s razor wred
gate.Finally he is pleased at the sight of a enotionally
wor n Lagwanda, who unexpectedly hugs Montrail tightly.

LAQMANDA
You al ways here for ne,no natter
how | treat you.My manma right,you a
good nman.

MONTRAI L
| will always be here for you and
my child.No matter what, nmy Nubi an
goddess. The lady willing to drop
t he char ges.

LAQMNANDA
Real | y?Ch wow. . .

MONTRAI L
She renmenbered nme from your job.
just talked to her.

LAQWANDA
Thanks Montrail . Maybe we can nake
this famly thing work.

CUT 1O
| NT. MAKESHI FT TEMPLE- NI GHT

All around the tenple candles are lit.nystical fog al so
fills the roomEerie chants cone from people in dark robes
and Mddl e Eastern Afrocentric head w aps.

GROUP
(chanti ng)
s that rain fromthe sky or angels
crying in the ocean!

Is that rain fromthe sky or angels
crying in the ocean!

Is that rain fromthe sky or ange
crying in the ocean!

Montrail in his full religious garb,stand up fromthe front
row. He approaches the speackers podi um

MONTRAI L

They say we are a cult,a sect, or
even a gang.
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GROUP
Speak brother! Speak on it!

MONTRAI L
Just because we follow the rea
Goddess being mghty Isis,neans we
crazy.

GROUP
God is a woman! She is so great!
Preach! Preach brot her

MONTRAI L
Because of Isis or Iset blessings
and help from her | oyal
devot ees. .. pl ease stand.

Al onzo and Angelina stand fromthe crowd. They each give a
respective nod toward Montrail and the audience.

MONTRAI L( CONT)
| now can have ny dream of a
famly. See mghty Isis had to trick
Ra, God of the sun,for the greater
good of the people.

GROUP
Worship Isis Sothis!

MONTRAI L
Vell they say trick,but | say it
was her divine nature which all owed
me and ny fellows to execute a plan
of solid fam |y structure!

GROUP
(chanti ng)
s that rain fromthe sky or angels
crying in the ocean!

Is that rain fromthe sky or angels
crying in the ocean!

Montrail is at podium arnms out worshipping his god. Chanting
with the group.
MONTRAI L
(tearing)

Thank you Iset!Mghty Isis
Sot hi s! Thank youl!
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