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FADE | N:

I NT. CHERYL'S WOMB W TH BABY FETUS

In the wonb of CHERYL, we see a baby fetus. W can hear a
heartbeat, the scene lights in and out fromeach beat. It is
just pure silence on the baby fetus. W nmaintain the scene
for over 2 mnutes and take in the silence, nothing but the
heartbeat rhythm cally beating.

| NT. CHERYL' S HOUSE - BATHROOM - N GHT

The scene opens with sudden noi se, we can hear a loud party
out si de the bathroom W hear people yelling and singing,
this should be a stark contrast to the opening scene inside
the wonb. W see 5 year old JACOB, small, brown hair and
blue eyes. He is playing in the bath with toys. He is happy
and content.

I NT. CHERYL’ S HOUSE - LOUNGE - NI GHT

We see CHERYL singing "4 Non blonds - What’'s going on?", she
has the audience of a few nale nenbers of the party. She is
hangi ng of f random nen and snoki ng. She is having fun.

I NT. CHERYL' S HOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT

W return to JACOB, we hear a knock at the bat hroom door and
RI CHARD wal ks in. RICHARD is an ol der Maori nman, he has a
nmust ache and is the epitonme of 80s throwback.

Rl CHARD
Hey little man, you nust be
CHERYL' S boy. I'ma friend of your
muns, |’ mnot scary.

The scene shows the two of themin the bathroom Rl CHARD
stares at JACOB, this scene should keep focus on the two of
them and attention should be paid to the time Rl CHARD spends
| ooki ng at JACOB. A knock at the door startles Rl CHARD and
he cones back to reality. RI CHARD opens the door

Rl CHARD
CHERYL’ S boy is in here.

He wal ks out quickly and we see CHERYL finishing the | ast
part of the song. RICHARD wal ks up and starts flirting with
CHERYL. CHERYL is receptive to RICHARD S flirting and the
two spend the night talking to each other.



I NT. CHERYL' S HOUSE - BATHROOM - N GHT

The ni ght continues on and JACOB hops out of the bath, drys

hi msel f and put’s on his own cl ot hes.

t he ground and wal ks out of the bathroom

CHERYL

There’s ny boy, there he is.
Everyone, everyone shut the fuck
up, this is ny son JACOB, isn't he
handsone? OF course he i s handsone,
you all need to watch out, ny son
is smart too, he’'s going to be a
fucking doctor. Aren’t you?

JACOB
Mum can you take nme to bed?

CHERYL
Not now boy, can’t you see your nmum
has a party, she’'s got friends she
has to take care of. You don't want

me to be rude, do you? Well, do
you?!
JACOB
No... okay.
CHERYL
Take yourself to bed and I’'lIl be in

| ater, okay?

JACOB
okay.

JACOB wal ks to bed by hinself. He checks under
in his closet. He grabs his teddy bear and hops into bed,
puts the teddy bear behind himand spoons with the teddy

bear.

JACOB
Good ni ght nmum

He falls to sl eep

EXT. JACOB'S SCHOOL - DAYLI GHT

EXTERNAL SHOT OF SCHOOL

He | eaves the towel

his bed and

on

he



I NT. JACOB' S SCHOCL - DAYLI GHT

The scene opens with JACOB waiting outside the principals
of fice. CHERYL cones rushing in

CHERYL
what have you done? You little shit

PRI NCl PALS ASSI STANT
Ms. Wight, the principals waiting.
Pl ease go in.

CHERYL
You wait here

The principals assistant notices JACOB S flinch and she
wait’s until CHERYL is inside the office. She sits down next
to JACOB and sm | es.

PRI NCI PALS ASSI STANT
Hey JACOB, you’'ll be okay. You
don’t normally hurt people, are you
okay?

JACOB remai ns sil ent

PRI NCI PALS ASSI STANT
It’s just that |’ve never seen you
here before, but you ve been here 4
times this nonth. That doesn’t seem
i ke you, are you okay? You can
tell nme, you won’t get in trouble

JACOB pauses to | ook at the principals assistants face, he
see’s she is kind and warm He trusts her smle and i s about
to speak before CHERYL burst out of the principals office.

CHERYL
Thanks for letting me know, | wll
take care of it. You, get up, I'm

t aki ng you hone.

PRI NCl PALS ASSI STANT
Talk to you | ater JACOB.

CHERYL
Hurry up, your wasting everybody’s
tines.

JACOB and CHERYL wal k out of the building, she is dragging
hi malong and he is hesitant to go with her.



EXT. JACOB'S SCHOOL - DAYLI GHT

CHERYL
(rmockingly m m cking the
princi pal s assi stant)
"Talk to you later JACOB" - talk
about what boy? What |ies have you
been telling her?

JACOB
Not hi ng.

CHERYL
What ? Speak up

JACOB
Not hi ng, nmum

CHERYL
Not hing is right, I don’t know why
you do this to ne, it’s so selfish
you are so selfish. Four tines |
have been here picking you up, four
ti mes you have nade ne drive down
here. Wy?

CHERYL opens the door and JACOB hops into the car, we see
RICHARD in the front seat of the car. He smles at JACOB
JACOB doesn’t ook at him instead | ooks outside of the
wi ndow.

CHERYL
| don’t know what’s going on with
you boy but you better get your
shit together or you'll soon get a
hiding. Did you say hello to
Rl CHARD? Say hel | o!

Rl CHARD
He m ght need sone nedi ci ne CHERYL

CHERYL
You' re not fucking wong about
that. Say hell o JACOB

JACOB
Hel | o.

CHERYL
| have to go back to work, RICHARD
is going to watch you and if you
start acting up | swear to god you
will get some nedicine, do you hear
me?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

JACOB
Wiy can’t you watch ne?

CHERYL
Are you ears not working? | said |
have to go to work, fucking WNZ.

JACOB
Can’t | come with you?

CHERYL
Don’t ask stupid questions plus you
shoul d be lucky that RI CHARD even
wants to |l ook after you. He is
meking ny life easier, trying to
hel p out and you shoul d be

grateful .
JACOB
I f the other muns at school |iked
you | could hang out with their
ki ds.

CHERYL reaches back behind the car and sl aps JACOB across
t he face

CHERYL
Look what you nmade ne do. O her
muns, the other muns all like to

pretend they' re better than ne,
| ooki ng down on ne, judging ne. You
don’t know shit

JACOB remains silent after the slap, he doesn’t show
enotion. He | ooks out the wi ndow and di sappears into his

i magi nati on. He watches other kids with their parents and
they are all smling, happy. The car pulls up to the house,
it 1s arun down state housing place. R CHARD and JACOB hop
out of the car.

EXT. CHERYL’ S HOMVE - DAYLI GHT

CHERYL
"1l see you after work honey

Rl CHARD
See you | ater hun.

CHERYL

t hank you for |ooking after him
"1l nmake it up to you after

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

Rl CHARD
I’1l hold you to it.

CHERYL smles and drives off. RI CHARD and JACOB wal k into
t he house and RI CHARD hops on the couch. JACOB goes up into
his roomand starts reading, an hour |later RI CHARD calls
hi m
Rl CHARD
Boy, cone down here.
JACOB hears himand ignores him

Rl CHARD
|’ mnot going to say it again, cone
down here.

JACOB gets up and wal ks downstairs

Rl CHARD
Here’'s five dollars, go down the
road to the dairy and go get sone
lollies for us.

JACOB stares at himcuriously and wal ks down the stairs and
grabs the five dollars from him

RI CHARD
what do you say?

JACOB
Thank you.

Rl CHARD

Not hard was it? Go on

EXT. CHERYL' S HOMVE - DAYLI GHT

JACOB is walking to the Dairy and he see’s a | ocal boy, he
is a Maori boy and is riding around on his bike. He has no
shoes on and JACOB sniles at him

LEON

Hey, what you up to?
JACOB

nme?
LEON

yeah, where you goi ng?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

JACOB
To the dairy

LEON
Can | conme with you?

JACOB
| don’t care.

LEON
You don’t really talk nmuch do you?

JACOB just | ooks at himand keep' s wal ki ng

LEON
My mumsay’s that | talk too nuch
she said | talk lots but I have
sel ective hearing. Watever that
means. How nuch noney you got
t here?

JACOB shows himthe five dollar note

LEON
what a rich fella, put that away
bef ore soneone see’'s it

JACOB smiles at LEON and continues wal ki ng whilst LEON rides
along. They walk into the dairy and JACOB grabs 5 $1 bag’s
of lollies. He gives the noney to the cashier and wal ks out.
He sits down outside and LEON is about to bi ke away

JACOB
Whi ch one is your favorite?

LEON
| Iike the planes

JACOB grabs out the planes fromthe lolly bag and hands it
to LEON

LEON
| like the mlk bottles too

JACOB grabs out the mlk bottles as well. They sit and eat
lollies outside the dairy

LEON
|’ m LEON, what’s your name?

JACOB
JACCB.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

LEON
That’s a flash as nane, are you a
flash guy?

JACOB
No.

LEON
| bet you' re lying, bet you got
mllions of dollars and your hiding
it all.

JACOB
No. . .

LEON
yeah yeah.

JACOB | aughs at LEON. They start wal king back to JACOB S
house.

LEON
That’ s nmy house up there, with the
cars.

JACOB

The one with the broken cars?

LEON
Yeah, but dad says they are work in
progress, he is just getting around
to fix them He say’s that but nmum
told me that they are nore likely
town lotto then himfixing up
t hose cars. Let’s hang out again,
tonmorrow after school ?

JACOB
kay, maybe, 1’11 try. | think I'm
going to get in trouble for eating
a bag al ready.

LEON
Aw, that’s easy to fix, pass the
lollies here.

He grabs little bits of lollies fromeach bag and puts them
into the enpty white bag

LEON
when your parents ask about the
lollies just tell themthat those
I ndi ans are getting cheaper, they

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

LEON (cont’ d)
don’t nmake the bags |ike they use
to

JACOB
what does that nean?

LEON
| don’t know, but |’ve heard ny
brot her say that to nmy num and he
didn't get a hiding when he ate
half the lollies

JACOB smles at LEON S resourceful ness and he waves him
goodbye. JACOB wal ks slowy and he notices the open drai nage
with all the greenery built around it. He see’s a butterfly
and stops to look at it, he smles and carries on wal ki ng
home. Before he enters the house, he pauses and cl oses his
eyes. He opens the door and wal ks in.

I NT. CHERYL’ S HOUSE - LOUNCE - EVEN NG

RICHARD is sitting down watching TV, he is about to put a
VHS in and notices JACOB

RI CHARD
About tine, where you been boy?
JACOB
Sorry.
Rl CHARD
Don't need to be sorry boy, |’ m not
scary.

He lifts JACOB up and puts himon his knees

RI CHARD
See, |'mnice?

He starts nmaking funny faces and JACOB sm | es

Rl CHARD
Told you, ne and you can be
friends, you know? W could just be
friends you and ne. HmP? What do
you think about that? Wuld you
like to be friends?

JACOB pauses, he doesn’t really know what to say

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

RI CHARD
Friends get lollies boy, do you
like lollies?

JACOB shakes his head in agreenent

Rl CHARD

So, we can be friends?
JACOB

K
Rl CHARD

So where are the lollies?

JACOB grabs the lollies out and RI CHARD noti ces how smal
t he bags are

Rl CHARD
Did you eat sone, boy?

JACOB
No, the Indians have nade the bags
smal | er

Rl CHARD

That would be right, that’s typical
fucking Indians for you.

Rl CHARD and JACOB watch the Maori channel news, JACOB
eventual |y goes up to his roomwhen RI CHARD has fallen to
sl eep. About half an hour |ater RICHARD calls himdownstairs

Rl CHARD
Boy, conme down here please.

JACOB starts wal king downstairs, he see’s on TV there are
two naked peopl e havi ng sex, although he doesn’t understand
fully what it is that he is | ooking at. RI CHARD pauses the
VHS

Rl CHARD
Conme down here boy, | want to show
you sonething but it’s only a
secret, between nme and you. Can you
keep a secret?

JACOB pauses and studies his face
Rl CHARD

This is what friends do for each
ot her boy.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

JACOB nods his head, he wal ks next to RICHARD. He presses
play on the porn video

Rl CHARD
Do you know what that is, boy?

JACOB shakes hi s head

Rl CHARD
That’'s a lady’s pussy. They are
pl aying a ganme with each ot her

RI CHARD starts rubbing hinself, he is |ooking at JACOB. The
scene goes to black with only the audio

Rl CHARD
W're going to play a game, okay?
Touch this here, go on, touch it.
That's it.

The scene closes with the dramatising voice of the porn
actress. The scene opens up with the shot of JACOB i nside
his nothers wonb, his heartbeat slowy rising and falling,
the light in the shot dropping at each beat.

I NT. JACOB’ S | MAG NATI ON

The scene opens up on JACOB reading, he is in a conpletely
dark room a spotlight highlights him He | ooks around and
starts running, he hits the darkness and falls over, he gets
up again to start running and keeps hitting the darkness.

EXT. THE STREET OUTSI DE CHERYL' S HOUSE - DAYLI GHT

JACOB pl ays by hinself, he is running up and down the road
when LEON spots him

LEON
JACOB! JACOB! bro, it’'s ne. Wnt to
cone over to ny house?

JACOB | ooks around and notices that CHERYL isn’'t watching
him he nods his head and starts follow ng LEON up the road.

LEON

Are you okay bro? You | ook funny or
do you always | ook Iike that? Hmm?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

JACOB keeps wal ki ng, and doesn’t say anything to LEON. They
arrive outside the house. W see a Bob Marl ey flag hangi ng
on the deck and sone broken down cars. The house is a two
story one. JACOB wal ks in the house, he can snell food
cooki ng

LEON
mum s nmeking fry bread, but good
| uck because she never gives us any
to after.

JACOB wal ks into the | ounge and he see’s LEON S parents, he
hears the Maori channel playing. AROHA is in the kitchen
kneadi ng the dough, she has the pot of oil boiling and sone
fry bread is out on a plate.

LEON
Mum and dad, this is JACOB, he’'s
the flash as guy | was telling you
about .

ARCHA
H JACOB

AROHA cones up to hug JACOB and w aps both her arns around
hi m and ki sses himon the cheek.

W NSTON
Kia ora, boy

LEON
He doesn't tal k nuch.

LEON tries grabbing one of the fry breads off the plate but
ARCHA noti ces

ARCHA
| f you don’t put that back you’l
get a hiding. Do you hear ne?

LEON
JACOB said he wanted to try one, he
said it snmelt good.

ARCHA
aww, are you hungry JACOB?

LEON | ooks at JACOB with a gesture that indicates he wants
himto nod and agree

JACOB
yes, please. If that’s okay.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

ARCHA
Do you see WNSTON, why don’t our
kids talk Iike that?

LEON
| al ways ask nicely.

ARCHA
LEON, | told you about |ying. Well
if you' re hungry boy, hop up I’
nmake you a plate. Have you ever had
ki nas?

JACOB shakes hi s head

ARCHA
Wel | lucky for you ny ol der boys
just canme back fromgetting sone.
You can try some with the fry
bread. You a Maori boy?

JACOB nods

ARCHA
And you’ ve never had kinas? You’ ve
been living a deprived |ife boy.
"1l fix that though.

JACOB
Thank you.

ARCHA
Oh ny goodness, you can stay, naybe
"1l swap you out for this one here

LEON
stink num

ARCHA
Awv I’ mKkidding you little rat, you
know | | ove you.

She grabs LEON and starts kissing himall over. He smles
and starts pushing away with |aughter. JACOB doesn’t know
how to react but he finds hinself smling and he stops

hi msel f. AROHA goes back to serving up sone fry bread and
Kina to JACOB and LEON. JACOB | ooks at the plate and grabs
it. He takes the first bite and JACOB finishes the whole
thing in less than a mnute. AROHA, W NSTON and LEON | ook at
himin shock. He | ooks at AROHA and smiles. She smles back
at him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

ARCHA
Way don’t you stay for dinner? LEON
and you can go ask your mum

JACOB
My mumis at work, she doesn’'t cone
back to later. She won’'t m nd.

ARCHA
Who' s | ooking after you?

JACOB
My muns friend Rl CHARD, but he
won't |et ne.

ARCHA
You know what, 1’1l go ask with
you. C rmon, W NSTON, W NSTON! Can
you watch this pot of oil, |I’mjust

going to pop down the road okay

ARCHA, LEON and JACOB wal k down the road and ARCHA arrives
at the door, She knocks at the door. JACOB grabs her hand as
t he door opens. She holds onto it but is confused

Rl CHARD
Who are you?

ARCHA
|’m AROCHA, 1’ m LEON S num we |ive
up the road. JACOB is friends with

LEON

RI CHARD
There you are, boy? | was | ooking
for you.

ARCHA

My husband and ne were just
wondering if it would be okay if
JACOB coul d spend di nner at our
house.

Rl CHARD
awv t hat sounds nice but he can't,
his mum doesn’t like himto be out
too late, you know

ARCHA

He will be well | ooked after and we
are just up the road.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

Rl CHARD
Sorry, no, he has to be here but
t hanks anyway. Come on boy.

JACOB squeezes AROCHA' S hand, she senses sonething is off and
as RI CHARD noves to grab JACOB, she noves in front of him

ARCHA
"1l bring himback before sunset.

Rl CHARD sensi ng that AROHA has authority over him noves
away and back behind the door |ine. The power of the scene
shifts to ARCHA and suddenly she is in charge of the
dynam c

Rl CHARD
Make sure he gets back before 7.

ARCHA
O course, tell JACOB' S numto stop
by if she wants to neet us.

Rl CHARD
"1l do that.

ARCHA
Good.

JACOB, LEON and AROHA wal k away, JACOB | ooks back and see’s
RI CHARD | ooking at him He is furious at JACOB. They three
of themare quiet on the way back, JACOB is still hol ding
AROHA' S hand. She seens worried and stressed. They arrive
back at their famly hone.

ARCHA
Dinner will be ready soon, you boys
go play in the room okay, don’t
annoy your brother LEON okay.

The whole famly is eating at the table and AROHA is there
| ooki ng at JACOB, she tries to hide her concern and sm | es
when JACOB | ooks at her.

W NSTON

Do you like the Kai, boy?
JACOB

Yes sir.
RUANUKU

"Sir" what? (laughs) Were did he
come fronf

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

W NSTON
He knows to respect his el ders,
unli ke you, you little shit. W
pray every day you don’t cone back
from school expelled, you could
| earn from JACOB, hmm?

LEW S
Shane nuk’s

ARCHA
Do you want to get started on you?
Just eat your dinner. W're glad
you like the food JACOB. You know,
you' re wel conme here anytine you
want, boy.

LEON
Yeah that woul d be coo

We hear a car pulling up outside the house. JACOB puts his
back up, he knows it’s his num

ARCHA
VWho' s that?

JACOB
| think it’s nmy nmum

ARCHA
Ch good, she cane.

ARCHA wal ks down stairs to open the door on CHERYL who is
bangi ng on the door

ARCHA
Hel ..

CHERYL
Where the hells ny son?

ARCHA
He’'s upstairs eating dinner.

CHERYL
He has food at hone.

ARCHA
Oh yeah, | didn't say you didn’t
have food it’s just himand LEON
are friends and we wanted hi m over
for dinner. He is a very good boy.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

CHERYL
s he now? Try having himas a
chil d.
ARCHA
You know, we woul d be happy..
CHERYL
Where the hell is ny son? Hmmm

JACOB?? JACOB COVE DOWNSTAI RS NOW
HURRY UP YOQU LITTLE SHI T

ARCHA
" m ARCHA, what’s your nane?

CHERYL

CHERYL, if you don’'t get nmy son now

| will call the police.

ARCHA
JACOB wait a second.

CHERYL
What the fuck are you doing? Are
you serious right now? | get hone
and ny partner tells ne that you

took nmy son without his consent for

di nner? Who the fuck do you think
you are? Hhmmm

ARCHA
First of all, you are raising your
voice and this is nmy house. If you
want to do this, if you want to
make a scene then | will take care
of it.

CHERYL
You' Il take care of it huh? | have
just finished a 11 hour shift, you
don't want to start shit with ne
bi t ch.

ARCHA shuts the door calmny

ARCHA
My dad was in nongrel nob, | grew
up around that shit. You want to
tal k anger, | know anger, | know

anger you can only have ni ght mares
about. So if you raise your voice

in ny house again, I'll show you
what real anger |ooks |ike. See,
( MORE)

17.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

ARCHA (cont’ d)
you' re a hard bitch, | respect
that, but your son was practically
shitting hinmself going back to that
boyfriend of yours.

CHERYL
Who the fuck are you? You don’t
know shi t!

JACOB
Mum pl ease stop yelling. 1'Il go
hone

ARCHA
|1l see you around JACOB, renenber
what | said

CHERYL
Thanks a fucking |ot.

ARCHA
| s that how you tal k around your
ki ds? N ce.

CHERYL

Oh fuck off, you don’t know shit.
get in the fucking car JACOB.
JACOB!'!'!'!I'T In this fucking car, now

JACOB
Sorry Ms. ARCHA.

ARCHA
don’t apol ogi se, go before your num
starts yelling again.
JACOB hops in the car and his nmum says nothing. He is
scar ed.
EXT. CHERYL' S HOMVE - N GHTTI ME

The scene opens on a stark quiet night, we can hear CHERYL
yelling and suddenly we can hear JACOB yelling

( CONTI NUED)
CONTI NUED:

JACOB
Stop pl ease num

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

CHERYL
If you want to be a smart ass, you
can be treated |i ke one. Want to be
a smart ass?

JACOB is receiving a beating and he is scream ng, we can
hear smacks but the scene has gone to black and it’s only
audi o

I NT. CHERYL'S WOMB W TH BABY FETUS

The scene goes qui et and we hear JACOB S heartbeat, the
scene goes darker with each heartbeat.

EXT. CHERYL' S HOMVE - DAYLI GHT

Three weeks pass. JACOB is playing, he see’s LEON and they
sml|e at each other. LEON starts wal king over and JACOB
wal ks back into the house. LEON | ooks at himand it goes
qui et between the two of them

I NT. PUB - DAYLI GHT

The scene opens up to the sound of slot machi nes going off,
we see JACOB drinking raspberry soda. He is mndlessly
playing with $2 coins. CHERYL is on the slot machi ne and has
eyes fixated on the machine. Her face should be al nost

zonbi e-1i ke and unresponsi ve.

JACOB
Mum can we pl ease go? W’ ve been
here for ages.

CHERYL i s unresponsive again and conti nues pl ayi ng.

JACOB
Mum pl ease, can we go?

CHERYL
baby, we can go soon. Here, take
some noney and go across the road
to wool worths, go get yourself
sonething to eat.

JACOB
Mum

CHERYL
Go on.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

CHERYL grabs ten dollars worth of two dollar coins and
shoves it into JACOB' S hand. JACOB scow s and wal ks of f
across the street. He journeys through the bread section and
grabs sonme buns, he nmakes his way to the del

DELI WORKER
What can | get you little man?

JACOB
Can | please get two dollars worth
of luncheon and one dollars worth
of that hamthere.

DELI WORKER
sure thing.

JACOB grabs the itens fromthe deli worker and heads around
to the condi nent section, grabs a small pouch of tonmato
sauce and makes his way through the checkout. He makes his
way to the park behind the supermarket and sits down to nake
hi s [uncheon, tomato sauce sandw ch. The canera shoul d

foll ow himfrom behind, indicating his isolation and havi ng
his back to the audience. JACOB is alone, he is distant from
t he other kids playing and absorbed into his own worl d.
JACOB returns to the pub and can see that CHERYL has cone
into a | ot of noney.

JACOB
Are you w nni ng, nmunf

CHERYL
yes, finally sone fucking good
| uck.

JACOB

We should go now, while you' ve got
noney num

CHERYL
No, | can’t go now, because the
machine is about to turn out
another win and if | | eave those
other vultures will junp on and get
awn Awn that could be ours,
hnmm? | f nmum wi ns some nore we can
go to Val entines? Hmm®? You I|ike
val entines don’t you, boy?

JACOB
Mum | ets just go now.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHERYL
| said no, go get a drink before
you get a smack

JACOB
Mum pl ease let’s go or else you'l
lose it all like last tine.
CHERYL
keep your voi ce down.
JACOB
NO!
CHERYL
Excuse ne?
JACOB
| want to go hone, |’'ve been here
for ages.
CHERYL
Good, |’'ve got sone free spins.

Come with ne.

By now a few of the wonen are | ooking at CHERYL with
di sapproval . They can see she is neglecting JACOB. CHERYL
drags JACOB out si de.

CHERYL
Why are you trying to nake ny life
so hard? Hm what’s wong with you
boy?

JACOB
| just want to go hone, it’'s boring
here and | don’t want you to | ose
t hat noney.

CHERYL
We'll go hone in half an hour,
prom se.

JACOB

You said that an hour ago.

CHERYL
Vell now | nean it, just let ne
breat he for fuck sakes. Here's the
key, go wait in the car.
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JACOB wal ks to the car, he is waiting for CHERYL and goes
into hinself. It’s late out and CHERYL is still inside. A
wor ker fromthe bar can see JACOB in the car and wal ks up to
hi m

EXT. PUB - NI GHT TI Me

DI ONNE
Hey man, are you alright?

JACOB doesn’t say anything.

DI ONNE
|’ m Di onne, you can call ne Dee. Is
your mumstill inside?

JACOB still doesn’t say anything.

DI ONNE
Wait here, I'll be back in a sec.

She rushes inside and is gone for a couple of mnutes, she
comes back with a container. She knocks on the door

DI ONNE
This is sone food, don't tel
anyone but | took it fromthe
Ki t chen.

JACOB snil es

DI ONNE
It’s for you, so I’'ll just leave it
here and if you want it you can

grab it.

She wal ks away and JACOB unl ocks the door and grabs the
food. She smles at himand he smles back.

DI ONNE
It’s pretty good, | nean for pub
food. Well it’s not shit. You don’t
really talk much, do you? That’s
okay, | don’t normally tal k nuch
either. W’re the good ones, you
know? We wat ch people, we're
smarter. Soon when you' re ol der you
can get out of this shit town and
not worry about waiting for anyone,
you can just go anywhere and be
anyone you want to be, you know? |
have to go back to work, | wasted

( MORE)
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DI ONNE (cont’ d)
nmy ciggy break talking to thin air.
Take care kid, nmake sure to get rid
of that box before your nmum gets
back.

D onne i s wal ki ng away

JACOB
Thank you.

DI ONNE
Don’t nention it kid. Seriously,
don’t say anyt hi ng.

She sniles and wal ks away. JACOB finishes the food and
throws the container out the window, he opens all the

W ndows to air out the snmell. He is waiting in the car, he
wakes up and he is being carried to bed by CHERYL

EXT. CHERYL'S HOME - DAYLI GHT

RICHARD rides up to the house in a Harley and CHERYL runs
out si de

CHERYL

Oh ny god babe, what is that?
Rl CHARD

It’s only a fucking Harl ey

(1 aughs).
CHERYL.

It's beauti f ul

Rl CHARD
| know, right? It’s pretty choice.

CHERYL
How did you afford it?

RI CHARD
Don’t worry about that, one of ny
mates invited us out for a weekend
poker run, you want to conme with?

CHERYL
Oh ny god yes.

Rl CHARD
What about the boy?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHERYL
Il deal with him just wait here.

Rl CHARD
Don’t take all day!

CHERYL wal ks into the house where JACOB is playing solitaire
on the table. CHERYL grabs sone noney out of her wallet.
It’s fifty dollars.

CHERYL
Hey honey, are you okay?

JACOB
Are you goi ng out?

CHERYL
Munmry is going out for alittle
bit, maybe for the night.

JACOB
Are you going to come back this
week?

CHERYL
O course | will, don't be a drama
gueen.

JACOB

Wy do you al ways have to go out?
Can’t you stay here with ne, you
prom sed ne.

CHERYL
| know, but we can go out tonorrow,
don’t nmake ne feel bad about this?
Hey, | ook at ne.

CHERYL grabs his face with her hands

CHERYL

Don’t you want nmumto be happy?
Hmm®? Don’t you want ne to have
fun? Go see your friend up the road
and buy sone dinner, just |eave the
change okay? | love you, I'll see
you |l ater my honey. Lock the door
and don’t |let strangers in, okay?

She ki sses JACOB on the cheek and runs out wi th her bag.
JACOB wat ches as she drives of with RICHARD. W see JACOB
i sol ated again, he returns back to playing solitaire. The
scene cuts to himwatching television, he is noticeably

( CONTI NUED)
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bored. It is dark outside and CHERYL still hasn’t conme hone.
He decides to pack his pajamas and wal k up the road. He
knocks on the door and ARCHA answers.

ARCHA
JACOB - are you okay? \Were' s your
mum boy?
JACOB
She went on a poker run.
ARCHA
D d she?
JACOB

Can | please stay here the night?

ARCHA
O course you can, cone in, it’'s
freezing out here.

JACOB wal ks i nsi de

ARCHA
Put your bag in LEON S room okay?

JACOB nods and wal ks upstairs and wal ks into LEON S room
LEON | ooks surprised to see hinf. he is playing Sega Sonic
on an ol d square box television unit.

JACOB
Hey.

LEON
Far out what are you doing here? |
t hought your mum said we can’t hang

out .
JACOB

My mumis out for the night.
LEON

Wth that creepy fella?
JACOB

yeah.
LEON

sweet, are you staying the night?

JACOB
yeah.

( CONTI NUED)
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LEON
aww nean, you can sleep on the
bott om bunk. Hey, you want to play
two player, it’s sonic.

JACOB
okay.

ARCHA wal ks into the room

ARCHA
Have you had sone Kai ?

JACOB | ooks confused, LEON noticing is quick to respond.

LEON
She neans food, you white Maori.

ARCHA
Enough of that LEON, are you
hungry, boy?

JACOB
That's okay, | already had sone
f ood.

ARCHA

Ckay, but if you get hungry, just
tell nme okay. Not too |ate, boys,
okay?

She hugs both JACOB and LEON. LEON goes back to playi ng SEGA
and JACOB | ooks around LEON S room LEON has |ots of sports

awards and rugby balls everywhere. He has a signed poster of
Tana Umanga on his wall. JACOB is amazed at the achievenents
of LEON.

JACOB
Are those all your awards?

LEON
Yeah, nost of themare mne, sone
are ny brothers fromwhen he use to
live here.

JACOB
VWhere i s he now?

LEON
Prison, but nmum keeps saying he is
on holiday away but | overheard ny
ol der brothers saying he was in
pri son because he hit his
girlfriend or sonething.
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JACOB
oh.

LEON

Are you playing? Do you want to be
sonic or tails?

JACOB
[’I] be tails.

LEON
Sweet, Sonic is faster you know?

JACOB
No, | think they are the sane.

LEON
yeah nah

JACOB smles at LEON and starts playing the SEGA agai n.

EXT. CREEK NEAR LEON S HOUSE - DAYLI GHT

An aerial shot opens over the area that JACOB lives in, it’s
rural New Zeal and, far away fromthe rest of civilsation. It
feels isolated, quaint, beautiful. W transition the shot to

the creek near LEON S house, they are grabbing WId
Wat ercress fromthe creek

JACOB
So, why are we here?

LEON
Mumwant’s us to get the watercress
and this is the best spot.

JACOB
So you eat this stuff?

LEON
Yeah. Man you really are the
whitest Maori | know. This is for a
boil up, man you are going to | ove
muns boil up. The dough boys are
t he best, and that fat as pork
bones hnmmmmmm

He starts making a gesture of sucking his fingers in

premature sati sfaction of his upcom ng neal and smiles at
JACOB.
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LEON
There’s sonething really cool about
getting food fromhere, it’s like
we are in the wild you know? Like
warriors, getting our food, |ike
they use to back in the day, before
all the Pakeha took over. Put your
feet in, it’s not deep, [ ook.

LEON shows JACOB for reference how deep the water is, JACOB
braves it and wal ks in. The water runs through his feet and
JACOB feels alive, he feels connected to the water. It is a
spiritual nmonent of silence and he stares at his feet and

wat ches as the water passes through, as the current pushes

himas if it is challenging himto stay still. The audio for
this scene should just be his breathing and the faint sound
of water passing and breaking. W hear LEON S voice fade in

LEON

Are you listening to nme? Hell 00??!
JACOB

Yeah, |'’m here, what?
LEON

Start grabbing sone watercress you
egg. You're a strange one JACOB.
Are you alright?

JACOB nods his head and they return to grabbing watercress -
the scene shows themplucking it all out. Once they have
enough wat ercress, they |ead through a paddock of overgrown
grass and lie down in it. They are | ooking up at the grass.

I NT. LEON S HOUSE - N GHTTI ME - LOUNGE

The scene opens up with the canera | ooking over a plate,
AROHA scoops sone boil-up into the plate. W see JACOB
anxiously await his dinner. He takes the boil up to the
table to join the rest of the kids. Fry bread is in the

m ddl e of the table and Watties tomato sauce is placed in
the center. JACOB takes his seat and starts eating the boi
up with the sanme conviction of a honmeless man eating his
first hot neal. Everyone is inpressed by his ability to eat
an adult sized nmeal in under five mnutes. JACOB and LEON
are doing the dishes and playing around. JACOB and LEON nmake
there way to the bedroom and talk the rest of the night
until they fall to sleep. The next norning comes and JACOB
wakes up with a smle on his face. He makes his way to the
kitchen to grab a glass of water and he can hear his nunms
car pulling up, he knows that she is going to nake a scene
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again so he wites a "thank you" note and places it on the
bench and grabs his stuff. He doesn’t want to wake anyone up
so he quietly sneaks out. His num who | ooks dishevel ed and
worse for wear, is waiting out by the car.

CHERYL
Don't worry, |I’mnot going to nmake
you embarr assed.

JACOB doesn’t say anything and hops in the car.

CHERYL
Don’t be that way boy, |ook, nunmy
| oves you, | |love you, you know?

You are so fucking beautiful ny
little boy, so beautiful, yeah. |
don’t want you to be mad but |
needed sonme ne tine, | needed a
break, you know?

JACOB
You al ways say you need a break,
you al ways say that you need "ne"
time. | don’t care.

CHERYL
You make ne need a break, you
aren’'t the easiest child, you know?
Try and understand it from ny point
of view honey, hmmf Can you do
that, can you just understand that?

JACOB doesn’t respond

CHERYL
Did you have fun at your friends?
Leo?

JACOB
LEON

CHERYL

all right, fuck, sorry. Do you
think I’'ma bad nun? Do you?

CHERYL starts crying and pulls the car over, JACOB is caught
of f guard.

CHERYL

" msorry, nmunmry doesn’'t nean to be
a bad mum [’ msorry boy.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 30.

JACOB
Don’'t cry mummy, please stop

crying.
He unbuckl es his belt and grabs her and hugs her

JACOB
|"msorry mummy, |I'msorry | didn't
mean to make you cry. Pl ease stop
crying, |I’msorry.

CHERYL
Because I'mtrying ny hardest, |I'm
trying my best and all | do is let
you down.

JACOB
No you don’t, you are a good num
l"msorry mum |'msorry

I NT. CHERYL'S WOMB W TH BABY FETUS

The scene goes quiet and we hear JACOB S heartbeat, the
scene goes darker with each heartbeat. W can hear JACOB
saying "sorry" over and over as the scene goes darker.

EXT. RURAL COUNTRY SI DE - DAYLI GHT

The scene opens with JACOB inside a car, he is watching two
flies trying to escape out the w ndow, they are buzzing and
JACOB is fascinated by the two of them He end s up opening
the window and lets the flies out. CHERYL and RICHARD are in
the front tal king. The song "How Bi zarre" is playing by OVC

I NT. CHERYL' S HOUSE - JACOB' S BEDROOM - NI GHT TI ME

JACOB can overhear RI CHARD and CHERYL argui ng. He wal ks out
and can see through the gap that R CHARD has brought a
friend and he has a cord around his armalong with sone
needl es out on the table

CHERYL
| don’t want any of that shit in ny
house. |’ve got ny son here

RI CHARD

baby, who gives a shit about him
what’ s he done for us?
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CHERYL
| don’t want that shit here Richy

Rl CHARD
| don’t give a fuck

CHERYL
Get that shit out of ny house, go
on, fuck off wth that stuff

Rl CHARD
What the fuck did you say to ne?

RI CHARD grabs CHERYL’ S hair and punches her in the stonmach.
JACOB' S heart starts beating and he is frozen, he doesn’t
know what to do.

Rl CHARD
Stop crying, get the fuck up, get
lippy with nme. Try and tell ne what
to do again bitch, go on!

JACOB runs into the room his heart is beating

JACOB
Leave ny nmum al one

RI CHARD
(Iaughlng) Look who's a big man,
hmmt? Conme to protect your nmum
have you? Go back to your room you
little shit! Go on, before | give
you sone of the sanme nedici ne your

mum got .
JACOB
|"mgoing to call the police
Rl CHARD
| dare you to fucking do it, go on,
11 kill your mumif you say

anyt hi ng.
He grabs CHERYL'S hair and pulls her up

CHERYL
| " m okay, ook, |I'"mup, go back to
bed, nmummy’ s okay.

Rl CHARD

Yeah, go on you little shit, go run
to your room Only real nen here.
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JACOB returns to his roomand shuts the door. He noves his
draws up agai nst the door and throws as nuch heavy itens
against it. He goes to the other end of the roomand sits in
the corner. He heart is beating heavier and heavier. The
scene ends there until the next norning, when he hears a
knock at his door.

I NT. CHERYL'S HOUSE - JACOB' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

CHERYL i s knocking at the door and JACOB wakes up instantly
when he hears the knock.

CHERYL
Honey, its ne, open up the door,
c’'non, open it up for ne boy. Don’t
make ne say it again.

JACOB
Are you by yoursel f?

CHERYL
Just open it, you weren’'t neant to
be up so | ate, why were you up so
| ate? Hmm? You were a bad boy
yest er day.

JACOB opens his door after noving everything fromthe door.
CHERYL has a bl ack eye and sonme brui ses on her arm JACOB
doesn’t know what to say

CHERYL
These? Oh these are nothing boy, |
woul dn’t worry about these.

JACOB
Are you okay nunf
CHERYL
Me, |’ m okay, made of tougher stuff

then a few small brui ses.
CHERYL sits down on the fl oor

CHERYL
|’ msorry you had to see that, but,
mumy needs you to do sonething for
ne.

JACOB
what ?
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CHERYL
Munmry needs you to keep what
happened yesterday a secret, okay?
Can you do that for ne, can you
keep that a secret?

JACOB
Wy ?
CHERYL
Do you | ove nunmy?
JACOB nods
CHERYL
If you really love ne you will keep

that a secret, okay? Because what
goes on in this house isn't anyone
El se’ s busi ness, okay? Do you | ove
me? Say it.

JACOB
| love you nmum

CHERYL grabs JACOB

CHERYL
You are such a good boy, such a
smart boy. You are such a smart
boy, ny snart boy.

CHERYL tries to hold back her tears and the scene cl oses on
the both of them

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAYLI GHT

JACOB is waiting outside the doctors office and CHERYL

| eaves the office crying. The doctor has infornmed her that
the blowto the stomach, coupled with the new usage of

nmet hanphet am ne has caused her to have m scarriage, she was
unawar e that she was pregnant to RI CHARD. She wi pes the
tears off and barks at JACOB

CHERYL
Hurry the fuck up, cone on.

JACOB doesn’t say anything but observes his num she puts
sungl asses on and heads to the car.
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EXT. HOSPI TAL CAR PARK - DAYLI GHT

A few nonents after we see CHERYL in the car, she and JACOB
say nothing, after a few nonents of silence, she grabs
JACOB' S hands.

CHERYL
It’s just ne and you now, okay?

JACOB doesn’t understand what’s happeni ng but he nods

CHERYL
Just me and you

EXT. CHERYL' S HOMVE - DAYLI GHT

CHERYL has packed all of RICHARD S things and put themin
t he driveway. She takes JACOB to AROHA' S house. She knocks
on the door and W NSTON answers.

CHERYL
| s your m ssus here

W NSTON, taken aback from her bruises and pani cked | ook goes
to get ARCHA. LEON cones downstairs w th ARCHA

LEON
Hey bro..

ARCHA
upstairs now

LEON
but . .

ARCHA

|’ mnot going to ask tw ce
He waves goodbye to JACOB and JACOB waves back.

ARCHA
Kia ora

CHERYL
| was wondering, if, umm if JACOB
could stay here for the night

ARCHA
You com ng back?
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CHERYL
Never mnd, | don’t know why..

ARCHA
Sorry, yes, of course that’'s okay.
Way don’t you go upstairs to LEON?
Sure he’l|l be happy to see you.

JACOB hugs his Mum and | ooks at her anxiously

CHERYL
Go on, hurry up.

He nakes his way upstairs, the scene stays on AROHA and
CHERYL

ARCHA
You all right?
CHERYL
| have sone shit | need to sort out
ARCHA
okay
CHERYL
okay

The two stare at teach other and say nothing. CHERYL wal ks
to the car and AROHA shuts the door.

EXT. CHERYL'S HOME - N GHTTI ME

Later on that evening, RICHARD pulls up on his Harley, he
see’s his things outside. He goes to open the door but its
| ocked. He starts banging the door, he should | ook |ike the
side effects of 'P have started to take it’s toll. He is
erratic and angry and starts poundi ng the door.

Rl CHARD
Let nme in baby. Wat’ s happeni ng?

CHERYL i s behind the door

CHERYL
No. Fuck off

Her voice should be broken and timd, she is frightened.

Rl CHARD
Come on baby, let nme in, conme on
s this about the other night. I

( MORE)
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Rl CHARD (cont’ d)
fucked up okay, | fucking fucked
up. You know | |ove you, you know
care for you

CHERYL
Just fuck off and don’t conme back
Rl CHARD
You don’t mean that, you're just
mad
CHERYL

You killed ny baby, you killed ny
baby you fucking piece of shit

RI CHARD
| never laid a hand on your son

CHERYL
Not hi myou fucking asshole, you
killed ny baby! | had a baby and
you killed it.

Rl CHARD
You were pregnant?

CHERYL
Wth your child you fucking pig

Rl CHARD
You killed my child?

bangi ng on the door harder and starts kicking the

CHERYL
Not ne, not me, you, you did this!
You killed my baby, not ne you
fucki ng asshol e!

Rl CHARD
11 kill you for killing our baby

CHERYL
Not ne!

She has broken down and is crying.

ARCHA conmes around the corner with a bat
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ARCHA
Q! Wy don’t you get on your
fucking Harley and piss off down
t he road

Rl CHARD
What the fuck are you going to do?

She grabs the bat and swings it at him she knocks hi m over,
she pushes hi mdown off the porch. He is down on the ground.
He tries to get up

ARCHA
fucking nen |i ke you are all bark
till someone actually tries it. You
hard as fuck, hnmm? You hard as

fuck?

She swings the bat at himagain, he get’s up to try and
punch her

ARCHA
| don’t fucking think so, try it,
try it, go on

She takes another swing at his crotch.

ARCHA
Take your shit and fuck off, if you
turn up here again, 1'Il get sone
of nmy friends and we’ll fuck you up
you' Il w sh you were dead. Go on,
get the fuck up. | dare you to try
me, CET UP!

He grabs a bag and runs away on the Harl ey. CHERYL opens the
door and ARCHA is standing there. They stare at each ot her,
she is shocked but keeps her face neutral.

CHERYL

ARCHA
| had an ex once

AROHA smiles briefly. They stare at each other, they say
everything through their expressions. Both are contained
wWithin their expressions, silences codes the | anguage

bet ween t hem both and the audi ence should see this. CHERYL
shuts the door and | ocks it, and AROHA heads hone.
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I NT. LEON S HOUSE - NI GHTTI ME - LEON S BEDROOM

JACOB is crying and LEON can hear him he goes and sits next
to himon the bed

LEON
Way you crying?

JACOB
.. ny mum. she..

LEON
She’ Il be okay man, don’t worry
about her

He puts his arns around JACOB

LEON
Bro, we'll go down first thing in
t he norni ng, okay?

JACOB
Ckay

JACOB | ooks over at LEON, he kisses himquickly and tries to
grab his crotch

LEON
What was that?
JACOB
Sorry..
LEON pauses
LEON
" mnot a poofta, you know that,
aye?
JACOB
|’ msorry, please don’'t stop being
my friend, please, I'"msorry, | was

just playing around. That’s what
friends do

LEON
Friend’ s don’t do that bro, aye.

JACOB
" msorry

JACOB starts crying and LEON pauses to exam ne him and then
goes to hug him
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LEON
Don’t kiss nme though, that’s what
poofs do. Okay?

JACOB
Sorry, okay.

JACOB smles and starts crying

LEON
|’mstill your friend, bro. Wre
good as but if you try that again
|11 give you a hiding.

JACOB doesn’t say anything and LEON returns to the top bunk.
LEON pauses for a nonent

LEON
Far out, | reckon this is the nost
you’ ve ever tal ked

They start |aughing together.

| NT. MASSEY UNI VERSI TY BUSI NESS LECTURE ROOM - DAYLI GHT

The scene opens up on JACOB, the camera shoul d be pl aced
behind him reinforcing the theme of loneliness. He is
sitting in the lecture room his mnd is elsewhere, he is in
deep thought. The lecturer is explaining the pros and cons
of quantitative easing. His voice is faint in the
background. W see JACOB' S face now, he has piercing blue
eyes and long curly hair. He has matured into a handsone
young adul t.

EXT. MASSEY UNI VERSI TY - CAR PARK - DAYLI GHT - EVEN NG
JACOB is walking to his car, it is a run down car that he
bought second hand. He hops in it.

| NT. AUCKLAND UNI VERSI TY HALL APARTMENTS - EVEN NG

JACOB is visiting his friend who is throwng a party in the
mai n dining area, he is helping set up. W see Alicia (22)
brown hair and freckles on her face.

ALI Cl A
Thanks so nmuch for hel ping ne
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JACOB
That’'s okay, I'mworried for you
t hough. Do you think you' re going
to get in trouble?

ALI CI A

Yeah, for having the party here?
JACOB

Yeah
ALI CI A

Probably but | really don’t give a
fuck. W all need this, you know?

JACOB
Yeah

ALI Cl A
How s Massey?

JACOB
The sane

ALI Cl A
Bori ng?

JACOB

Yeah, pretty much

ALI Cl A
Cool. Hey, | know crowds aren’t
really your thing but thanks for
stayi ng tonight

JACOB
It’s fine, honestly. A drink would
be nice

ALI Cl A

| am way too opi nionated when
drink, it’s like | suddenly have
enough confidence to say what |
want to say and sonetinmes it’s not
al ways ni ce.

JACOB
In ny experience, a drunk tongue is
an honest one (he sniles)

ALI Cl A
Yeah, hard. Ugh, | feel l|ike shit,
my face just decided to shit itself

( MORE)
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ALICI A (cont’d)
and | broke out all here, can you
see it?

JACOB
No, it’s fine honestly. Okay, |
think that’s everything. You ve got

f ood?

ALI Cl A
yes

JACOB
m xers?

ALI Cl A

Yes, we m ght have to get sone
| at er though

JACOB
Wel | everyone el se can bring there
own so, it’s good

| NT. AUCKLAND UNI VERSI TY HALL APARTMENTS - LATER ON

Later that evening we see people drinking and tal ki ng, sone
peopl e are playing on the old school arcade nachi nes and
"Feel the love" by Rudinental is playing in the background.
JACOB is in the kitchen, pouring hinself another drink. He
is not inpressed by what he see’s around him A group of

m xed young adults, sonme fromdifferent social classes
hangi ng out by thenselves. He is approached by a guy wearing
federation jeans and a Lowa hat that he has on backwards.

RANDOM CUY #1
Hey, you're friends with Alicia
aye?

JACOB
Yeah

RANDOM GUY #1
Are you |ike her boyfriend or...?

JACOB
No, I'"ma flam ng honbsexua

RANDOM GUY #1

What? Ch cool, that’s cool, |I'm
cool with that

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB
cool

RANDOM GUY #1
So you |ike dudes?

JACOB
That’'s what being gay is, | think.

RANDOM GUY #1
There’s this guy fromny econ
tutorials who' s gay

JACOB
congrat ul ati ons

RANDOM GUY #1
So unmm is Alica like keen on ne do
you know?

JACOB
Keen? On you? | don’t think she’s
ment i oned you

RANDOM GUY #1
Ch cut throat, just nme and her we
ki nd of hang out, you know? W’re
both in the same busi ness conputer

cl ass so..

JACOB
Sounds like a love story waiting to
happen

RANDOM GUY #1
What ?

JACOB
Not hi ng, why don’t you go talk to
her

RANDOM CUY #1
Yeah, she’s pretty hot though, she
could like fuck any guy she wants,
aye?

JACOB
Maybe don’t open with that

RANDOM GUY #1
| can’t hear you, what’'d you say?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB
Never mind, go talk to her, she’l
be fine

RANDOM GUY #1
Do you think so? Sweet, thanks nan.

JACOB
Tell her that you can barely notice
her skin with her face, she'll
appreci ate that

RANDOM GUY #1
| don’t know what that neans but
t hanks man

JACOB turns around and rolls his eyes and goes to sit down
on the rundown chair that is tearing and has bl ankets thrown
over it. He drinks the rest of his wi ne and grabs his phone
out. He is scrolling through his facebook m ndl essly.
Soneone has broken a glass in the background, JACOB | ooks up
to observe who it was and then | ooks back down at his phone.
"212" by Azelia Banks is playing now. There is soneone who
keeps trying to change the nusic to "Korn" but gets shut
down pretty quickly. A guy approaches himwith a 6 pack of
Ranfurly drinks. He is wearing a singlet and shorts and flip
flops. He is the spitting i mge of every cliche of a gym
buff, not so smart | ooking. Blond hair which is cut in a
mlitary style, he is classically handsonme, think 60s gol den
age actor. JACOB braces hinself for another uneventf ul
conversati on.

MASON
Hey, do you mind if | sit here?
JACOB
Sur e
He sits down
MASON

This party is ummdifferent

JACOB
Not really your scene?

MASON
No, not really

JACOB

Do you prefer to be around peopl e
dri nki ng protein shakes?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB smi |

He points

44.
MASON
Wow
JACOB
l"msorry, I'’min a shitty nood and
it’s not your fault
MASON
It’s cool, | get it. | don't dig

bi g social things too

JACOB
| didn’t say that

MASON
You' re on your phone at a party, |
mean that’s pretty anti-soci al

JACOB
Ckay, thanks for this

MASON
"’ mjust taking the piss, have a
beer with nme

JACOB
Ranf urly?

MASON
| Iike them

JACOB
Real | y?

MASON
Nah, they’ re cheap though

es and grabs a Ranfurly

MASON
So, who do you know here?

JACOB
That girl there

to Alicia who is in a large group of people who

are snoking outside. She is yelling at the guy JACOB spoke

to before.

JACOB smil es.

MASON
VWhat the..

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB
Who do you know here?
MASON
The guy your friend is yelling at
JACOB
He's your friend?
MASON
Yeah
JACOB

Oh, okay. | umm. why are you..
friends with hinf

MASON
W' ve been friends since we were
kids, we're tight, he's legit

JACOB
| feel bad, I kind of set himup to
fail with nmy friend

MASON
That’' s a di ck nove

JACOB
| told you, I"'min a bad nood

MASON
Fuck, rem nd ne to not get on your
bad side. He can handle it though,
wears his heart on his sleeve that
one

JACOB
Oh, you don’'t?

MASON
Wear ny heart on ny sl eeve? Nah,
got too nuch shit to do

JACOB
So what do you do, are you in
busi ness with your special friend
t her e?

MASCON

Fuck no, too boring. I'min IT,
that's where the real party is

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON and
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JACOB
Real | y? Party? That's where it’s
al I happeni ng?

MASON
Yeah man, |'’mgetting bitches |eft
right and center
JACOB
Bi t ches?
MASON
Sorry, | neant femal e woman. |

forget, we’'re in a post nodern
fem nist world now

JACOB
Jezebel will soon publish an
article about you

MASON
| f they haven’'t already

JACOB
O buzzfeed will do a list about
you, "Men to avoid at parties”

MASON
Wul d you be on there?
"M santhropic msery spends his
time on his phone updating about
party he isn’t socialising at".

JACOB
You had nme at m sant hropic

JACOB | augh

MASCON
I m MASON

JACOB
JACOB

MASON
| " moutta beer, 1'll be back soon.
| saw a bottle shop not so far from
here. You could maybe join ne, |
mean, unl ess you want to stay on
your phone awkwar dl y?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB
Fine, | don't see why not

MASON
Coolio

JACOB | ooks at hi m strangely

EXT. AUCKLAND STREET - N GHT TI ME

JACOB and MASON are wal king to the shop, they are both
sil ent

JACOB
So coolio, that’'s a thing you say?
MASON
Wiat’s wong with "Coolio", Coolio
is..
JACOB
Don't say it
MASON
It’s all coolio
JACOB
Ugh, | feel like I’ve been
assaul ted
MASON
Assaul ted by ny awesoneness
JACOB
Now |’ m speechl ess
MASON
Speechl ess by ny. .
JACOB
No, just no. Not by anything, like
at all
MASON

Hey you're smling, that’'s a big
fucking win. You | ook better
smling

JACOB
| kind of have this resting bitch
face, it’s unfortunate because |
feel 1 am so m sunderstood

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
Real | y?
JACOB
No, but | like to think I’m nore
conplicated then | am Adds | ayers,
you know?
MASON
So | don’t know nmuch about you
JACOB
We nmet 30 minutes ago
MASON
But it feels like alife tine
JACOB
What ?
MASON

|’ m fucking with you, man "why so
serious?" (Joker voice)

JACOB | aughs

MASON

Sooo... If you could erase one food

fromthis world, what would it be?
JACOB

That’'s easy, M -Goreng noodl es
MASON

Wy ?
JACOB

|"ve basically lived off those for
the two years |’ve been at uni and
| have this deep |ovel/hate
relationship with those noodl es.

Li ke on one hand, | know they are
shit, but on the other hand,
they’'re like $5 for a 12 pack.
Throw in a can of tuna and sone
frozen veggi es and you have
yourself a neal. |f you kinda of
blink really hard you can see it’s
a kind of substantial neal

MASON
Ugh, | hate those because noodl es
shoul d be easy, you know? |

( MORE)
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MASON (cont’ d)
shoul dn’t have to mx in three
sachets just for fucking noodles.

JACOB
Right? And don’'t even get me
started on noodles, | amstil

har boring a deep hatred since they
switched ' Maggi e noodl es’ to "baked
i nstead of fried".

MASON
It’s not the sane
JACOB
No, it really isn’t. Like they
shoul d nake two options, |like here
is the fried original noodles
MASON
right
JACOB

And here is your shitty baked ones
for all you |l osers that don’t
deserve to live or breathe

MASON
That’s a bit intense but | respect
t he passion

JACOB
Thank you, | feel like I amthe
only one suffering through this
tragic ordeal. Could you think of
anyt hi ng wor se?

MASON
Maybe, off the top of ny head;
ethni c cl eansi ng? Religi ous Wars?
Starving children?

JACOB
Yeah, all those things but also
baked ' Maggi e noodl es’ too

MASON | aughs. They arrive at the |liquor store

49.
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I NT. LIQUOR STORE - AUCKLAND - NI GHT TI ME

JACOB
Don’t buy those shitty drinks again

MASON
The price is right

JACOB
Get this one

He picks up a bottle of w ne

MASON
W ne ugh no thanks

JACOB
Ranfurly's are wi fe beater drinks,
one step off from Lion Red

MASON
Those are fighting words
JACOB
" mjust being honest
MASON
Fine, wine it is
JACOB
trust nme you'll like it, it’s
feijoa wine. It’s not even w ne
really
MASON
kay, let’s do it, I'mready to

take this leap with you

JACOB
You like to joke a lot, don't you?

MASON
It’s contagious, isn't it? It is, |
can see under that tough exterior
is asmling person just waiting to
cone out. Set yourself free!

JACOB
Shush, you’ re making a scene
MASON
| amnot (feigns offense). | am not

maki ng a scene!

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON rai ses his voice so that everyone can hear

MASON
How dare you say that!!
JACOB
Oh ny god, please stop
MASON
Il wll not! (feigns nore fake

of fense with a fake proper English
accent) who's the other guy you're
t exti ng? Hmm?

The cashier | ooks up to see what the scene is about

JACOB
What are you even sayi ng? You re an
idiot, I'’mwalking away now

MASON
That’ s right, wal k away, you al ways
do!

JACOB

| don’t know youl!

JACOB begins to wal k away, and is followed by MASON. MASON
pays for everything at the checkout. JACOB wal ks up and puts
beef jerky on the checkout

JACOB
Thanks

MASON
So | guess |’ m payi ng?

JACOB
Yeah, thanks.

JACOB snmiles at himand wal ks away

EXT. AUCKLAND STREET - N GHT TI ME

JACOB and MASON are returning to the party, they are wal ki ng
back al ong the sane street.

JACOB
Thanks for the jerky and the w ne

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
| didn’t really get nuch of a say,
did I?

JACOB

O course you did

He takes a bite into the jerky

JACOB
You want sone?
MASON
Can’t, I’mon a kind of strict diet
JACOB
|’msorry for you
MASON
|’ mdoing cross fit now
JACOB
O course you are, you look |like a
hul k
MASON

| know you’re insulting me but to
fellow corssfitters, that's a

conpl i ment

JACOB
| don’t doubt it is. |I aminpressed
t hough, | think I lack the
discipline. | like beef jerky too
much

MASON

It’s all a mental thing, you know?

JACOB
| just keep inmagining those posters
that are pictures of nountains, you
know t he ones? The inspirationa
ones? They have |ike a nmountain and
then some white bold text that says
sonething like "Fulfillnment".
That’s what | just imagi ned when
you sai d that

MASON
Hey (grabs the jerky bar and takes
a bite of it) not all of us can be
too cool to not try things.
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JACOB smles and they arrive outside the apartnment bl ock

EXT. AUCKLAND UNI VERSI TY HALL APARTMENTS - N GHT TI ME -
MOVENTS LATER

JACOB and MASON are sitting outside on the bus stop

JACOB

Are we going to go in at any point?
MASON

Do you really want to?
JACOB

ummmno, | like it out here

Peopl e start exiting the apartnent block, the party has been
shut down.

JACOB
Looks |i ke the party got shutdown,
sucks for them

MASON
| can hear the hurt and pain in
your Vvoice

JACOB
| reserve that hurt and pain for
i nportant things

MASON
Li ke baked noodl es?

JACOB
exactly, it’s all about priorities

MASON | aughs. Hi s friend approaches him
RANDOM GUY #1
Party got shut down Mase, where
shoul d we go?

MASON
No luck with the girl?

RANDOM GUY #1
Nah, no thanks to this guy

points to JACOB

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB
|’ msorry, honestly. Look, Il
gi ve her your nunber

RANDOM GUY #1
You' || probably tell her I"'minto
weird shit or something

JACOB
| won’t, | promise. | was in a
shitty nood

RANDOM QUY #1
Fi ne

JACOB grabs out his phone and types in the guys nunber.

RANDOM GUY #1
You prom se?

JACOB
| swear on deep friend noodl es

RANDOM GUY #1
Huh?

MASON
| would take that prom se, man.

RANDOM GUY #1

Thanks, | have to get the car, |
parked all the fucking way up the
t op.

MASON
"1l wait here

RANDOM GUY #1
okay

He wal ks up the road. The scene returns to JACOB and MASON.

MASON
Pass your phone

JACOB
Why ?

MASON

Just pass it

JACOB passes the phone to himand MASON puts his nunber into

hi s phone.
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MASON
| f you want to hang, nessage ne.
" mat course for npst of the week
but | have weekends off

JACOB
Ckay

Monments later the car arrives

MASON
Message ne, unless you' re too cool
to

JACOB
Wl yeah, super cool, too cool for
you

MASON

That’ s what | feared
JACOB smi | es and MASON hops in the car.

I NT. MASON S APARTMENT - AUCKLAND CITY - N GHT TI ME

Si x nmont hs has passed and JACOB and MASON have grown cl oser.
They are both in bed together

MASON
Hey
JACOB
Hey
MASON
So, it kind of occurred to ne that
this is, | nmean, what is this?
JACOB
VWhat ?
MASON
This, us. What is this?
JACOB
Us? W hang out, we’'re friends
MASON
But are we, | nmean | don’t know why

this is so fucking hard. Is this a
rel ati onshi p?
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JACOB
You and |7?

MASON
Yeah

JACOB

| don't know, is it?

MASON
That’ s what |’ m aski ng you

JACOB
| really don’t know

MASON pauses for a few nonents

JACOB
We haven’t had sex or kissed, isn't
that the stuff that rel ationships
are made up of ?

MASON
It’s just.. that, |I feel like this
is arelationship. I spend all ny
time with you, we go to novies, |

make di nner, you nake noodl es.

JACOB
Sone m ght say the best noodl es

MASON
The best, yes. Al so, we sleep
together. That’'s pretty fucking
gay. So, do you.. | nean.. is this
a relationship?

JACOB
Now that | think about it, it does
seem | i ke one.

MASON
Ki ss ne

JACOB
VWhat ?

MASON

I f you want to

JACOB
Now?

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
yeah

JACOB
This is weird to nme, right?

MASON
| know but just do it

JACOB ki sses MASON. JACOB feels instinctively closer to
MASON. MASON ki sses him back, this tinme |onger. JACOB puts
his hand on MASON S face and starts to kiss his neck. MASON

is about to grab a condom

JACOB
| don't want to do that
MASON
kay, I.. is it nme?
JACOB
No, | just, | haven't had..
mean.. | haven’'t done it before
MASON

Me neither, it was all fenunl es
bef ore you

MASON smi | es nervously

MASON
We can do it together, new?

JACOB pauses and | ooks at him he grabs his face

JACOB
| don’t want things to change
bet ween us, you, you're all | have,
you know? And | know how sad that
sounds but it’s true. | don't have
many people. | don't want to | ose
you

MASON pauses and then hugs JACOB

MASON
W'l take it slow, okay?

JACOB
kay, |I'msorry

( CONTI NUED)
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MASON
Don’t apol ogi se. You're always so
serious (smles at JACOB). |’ m not

goi ng anywher e
JACOB smiles at him

| NT. MASON AND JACOB' S APARTMENT - DAYLI GHT

Anot her 6 nonths pass and JACOB and MASON have noved in
together. They live in shabby apartnent in Auckland City.
The scene opens on JACOB danci ng around the house to

"Al abama Shakes - Always Alright". Both of theirfa diplonmas
are on the wall. He is still singing the opening part of a
song with a hairbrush, noving past MASON who is on his

| aptop and who only briefly | ooks up and sniles before

| ooki ng down again. JACOB ki sses MASON before returning to
hi s singi ng.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - QUTSI DE OF AUCKLAND - DAYLI GHT

Fi ve nore nont hs have passed and JACOB is hauling all of his
things in his car. He pulls up outside of CHERYL S house.
The canera should track himfrom behind. He wal ks into the
house, before he does, he takes a deep breath.

| NT. CHERYL' S HOUSE - LOUNGE - EVEN NG

W see JACOB wal k through the house, it is dirty and | ooks
i ke peopl e have been squatting in it. JACOB notices the
smel |l of burnt curtains, he recognises the snell instantly.
He Can’t find his mum he is searching through the whol e
house. He | ooks out the back of the house and notices his
mum on the | awn, passed out. He wal ks out, grabs the hose
and turns it on. He sprays her. She wakes up instantly

JACOB
Cet up

CHERYL
What the fuck are you doi ng?

JACOB
To be honest | wasn’t sure you
woul d of woken up

CHERYL
You' d |ike that, wouldn’t you?
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JACOB
The house is disgusting, | thought
crack addicts are neant to be tidy

CHERYL

|’ m not doing that shit anynore
JACOB

| can snell it mum | know you are,

so instead of |ying maybe you could
cl ean the house when you’'re on one
of your highs

CHERYL
Why are you here? Just cone down to
make nme feel shit?

JACOB
| need to stay here for a while

CHERYL
Haven't seen you for 5 years and
now you cone see ne? | tried
calling you know? You never
answer ed, never answered your phone

JACOB
| know

CHERYL
Because | tried calling and you
never answered

JACOB
| know, you just said that
CHERYL
Hmm that’s what | said!
JACOB
Ckay, | don’t have tine to deal
Wi th your, whatever this is. | need

to get ny stuff, can you get
yoursel f cl eaned before Ms. Wl ker
see’s you and call’s the police,
agai n.

CHERYL
Yeah fucking bitch, hey ny honey,
" m happy to see you, you know? |
m ssed you ny baby. | really want
us to get along, | don’'t want to
fight anynore
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She hugs JACOB who i s unresponsive

JACOB
| need to get ny stuff out of the
car

JACOB wal ks away and starts unpacking his things. He goes to
his room which is untouched. He runs his hands along his
cabi nets, there is one photo of himand CHERYL from when he
was 5. He lies down on his bed and falls to sleep. A few
hours have passed and he is awake now, we can hear him and
MASON arguing in the background

EXT. AUCKLAND STREET - N GHT TI ME

FIl ashback to 4 weeks before. MASON and JACOB are outside
their apartnment. They are now in a heated argunent.

MASON
This is so fucking one way, this
whol e rel ationship is one way

JACOB
Ckay

MASON
Are you going to say anything el se?
You never tal k about your fucking
feelings. It’s like cold fish with

you

JACOB
| can’t be what you keep wanting ne
to be Mase, | can’'t give you what
you need.

MASON

It’s not fucking hard, it’s not
honestly. You make everything
har der .

JACOB
What do you want? Do you want to
meet ny mun? Do you want to know
nore about ny famly? Have di nner
with thenf

MASON
| want to know nore about you but
every time | try to get you to open
up you push ne away
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JACOB
You' re being hyperbolic and you
know it

MASON

But | don’t think I amthough, I
think I’ve got you pegged

JACOB
This is why | didn't want to be in
a relationship, this right here

MASON
Ch fuck off, that’s such a shitty
ar gunent

JACOB
It’s true, | told you. I'mnot good

at this thing. 1’mnot good at
bei ng this way

MASON
Bei ng an adult?

JACOB
Yes, | don’t know how to deal with
you. | didn’'t expect you to be
still inny life.

MASON

Can you stop with your self

| oathing for a second? I’ m here
now, with you. I'’mhere and | want
to be in your life, I want to be
apart of your life but you keep
fucki ng pushing ne away and | can’t
do it anynore. Every tinme | want to
nove cl oser it becones harder and
you gi ve me not hi ng.

JACOB
Sorry

MASON
Don't be sorry, just let ne in.

I NT. CHERYL' S HOUSE - JACOB' S BEDRCOM - NI GHT TI ME

Return to

present tinme. CHERYL knocks at the door
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CHERYL
Can | cone in?

JACOB
What do you want ?

CHERYL
| was just checking on you

JACOB
Are you goi ng out?

CHERYL
No! Why don’t you believe nme, |I'm
here with you aren’t [?

JACOB
Mum what do you actual ly want?

CHERYL
Don’t be mad but |’ve got a friend
com ng over

JACOB
Are you doing 'P with hinf
CHERYL
He’s just a friend, a close friend
actually. I like hima |ot.
JACOB
Ckay, | don't care. | need to sleep

CHERYL | eaves his room and JACOB keeps tossing throughout
the night, he is restless. JACOB can hear CHERYL | aughing in
the next room the snell of Port Royal tobacco starts
wafting through the house. He nmunbles under his breath and
returns to sl eep.

| NT. CHERYL'S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY

JACOB is having a shower, he is sat on the floor letting
the water wash over him HE stays there for half an hour

| NT. CHERYL'S HOUSE - LOUNGE - DAY

JACOB is reading, the house is cleaner. He is isolated
again, lost in thought. The enotion of |oneliness, of

desperat eness, of hurt - they should fill the scene. He
decided to go for a walk to the dairy
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EXT. THE STREET OUTSI DE CHERYL' S HOUSE - DAYLI GHT

JACOB has arrived at the dairy and is about to wal k in when
AROHA spots him

ARCHA
Hey boy, where the hell ave you
been, aye?

JACOB
Oh ny god! Hell o!

JACOB rushes to hug ARCHA. She sl aps himon the hand.

ARCHA
That’'s for not telling anyone where
you’ ve been

JACOB
|’ msorry

ARCHA
| understand though boy, with that
mum of yours | would have |eft ages
ago

JACOB | aughs

JACOB
Have you been okay?

ARCHA
Yeah, all right! Just pretty nuch
t he sane, you know how it is out
here.. Not hing really ever changes

JACOB' S studies her as she is talking, he feels closely
connected to AROHA and that shows in his body |anguage. He
is closer in proximty to her, his arns are open.

JACOB
|”ve, umm |’ve m ssed you

ARCHA
The sane here you bl oody idiot.
Where you been? Actually, why don’t
you cone up to the house? | was
meki ng fry bread

JACOB
| don’t want to bother you

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHA
"Bot her nme" - bloody hell you are a
white Maori. You' re no bother | ove,
never have been.

JACOB
Ckay

They both wal k up to the house and are tal ki ng passionately
bet ween the both of them Wen JACOB approaches the house,
it’s as if tine has stayed still. The two cars, which have
not been repaired have grass growi ng over them The Bob

Marl ey flag remains on the porch. The only difference nowis
l[ittle kids toys are scattered throughout the front |awn.
JACOB sm | es

ARCHA
He hasn’t fixed those bl oody cars,
you know how W NSTON i s. Been
telling ne for years he was goi ng
to. | have a better.

JACOB
chance of winning |otto?

AROCHA
Yeah

She | aughs

I NT. ARCHA' S HOUSE - DAYLI GHT

The house is just as JACOB renenbers, full of warnth, ful
of clutter with pictures of her kids streamed all over the
wal . He | ooks at LEON and notices he is in one of the
phot os as wel |

JACOB
Is that nme?

ARCHA
Yeah, that was when you guys won
the potato sack race at the school

gal a

JACOB
That’'s right, | renmenber that. |
can’t believe you have that photo
still
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ARCHA
Yeah, LEON was so happy, you were
his first friend, you know?

JACOB
Real | y?

ARCHA
Yeah, he was the happiest | had
seen himon that day. You were
happy for a nonment but then sad

after, | renmenber that’s when your
mum got back with that idiot
Rl CHARD

JACOB

Yeah, one of the hundred tines

ARCHA
Hmm Want sone kai ?

JACOB
Yes pl ease

ARCHA
d ad those manners haven't |eft
you, hare nmai

upstairs and JACOB foll ows, he notices new
pi ctures of babies. He wal ks upstairs. They sit
serves himup sone food and he eats with with

feveri sh passion.

ARCHA

So, how you been boy? Honestly
JACOB

kay, |’ve been.

LEON wal ks through the door, he wal ks upstairs and see’s

JACCB.

ARCHA
Look who’'s here

LEON
Holy shit

ARCHA
Language or else it’ Il be a hiding
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LEON
Mum |1’ ma grown nan

ARCHA
Not too old for a hiding

JACOB see’s LEON, he has grown into a handsone nman, tan
skin, (24), he is quite tall and has long hair. He has a few
tattoos. LEON notices the nane " Awhina’ on his wist.

LEON
Far out, it’s been ages since |
| ast saw you

JACOB
Yeah, a couple of years

LEON
nore like 5 years

JACOB | aughs

LEON
So what you been up to?

JACOB is about to answer before he is interrupted by a
little girl. She is about 5 years old, brown hair. Her
features are simlar to LEON

AVH NA
Daddy, can you push ne on the
SW ng?

ARCHA

Awmv there she is, nmy little
mokupuna. Cone here sweet heart.
G ve nanny sone ki sses.

She lifts Awhina up and starts kissing her. Awhina studies
JACOB wi th genuine curiosity, as does JACOB

LEON
This is ny girl, Awhina. Awhina say
hello, this is JACOB
Awhi na goes shy and puts her head into AROHA' S chest.
ARCHA

She get’s shy very easily, a bit
i ke you JACOB, when you were a boy
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JACOB
You are very beauti ful

JACOB smles at her warmy, she | ooks up for a brief nonent
bef ore pushing her head into AROHA' S chest again

ARCHA
"1l push her, you two can catch up
aye?

LEON
Sweet

ARCHA
There’'s sone fry bread there, but
| eave sone for dinner. |I'’mtalking
to you LEON

LEON
Yeah, okay

She takes Awhi na outside and JACOB and LEON stare at each
ot her

JACOB

Sorry, | didn't call.
LEON

It’s cool, | get it
JACOB

It’s just everything..
LEON

Yeah, | know.
JACOB

So... you have a daughter
LEON

Yeah
JACOB

She really is beautiful,
congratul ati ons

LEON
Yeah, got ny ex m ssus knocked up
not long after you |eft

JACOB
That’s a nice way of putting it
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LEON
Only way | can put it

JACOB
Fai r enough

LEON
Want to go to the dairy?

JACOB
Yeah actually

They both wal k downstairs and wal k pass AROHA and Wi na

LEON

W' re just going to the dairy
AVH NA

Can | come with you daddy?
LEON

Not now baby, 1'Il be back soon,

okay?

Awhi na | ooks sad but returns to being pushed on the sw ng.
JACOB and LEON wal k down to the dairy, they don't speak to
each other. It’s slightly awkward but al so seens natural.
They arrive at the Dairy. JACOB purchases sonme |lollies bags
and LEON gets a few blue lollipops and two L& drinks. They
sit down outside.

JACOB
You want the mlk bottl es?

LEON sm | es

LEON
Yeah and the airplaneS

JACOB snil es

LEON

So, what you been up to?
JACOB

Not ruch, 1’ve unmm graduated uni
LEON

Fuck, really?

JACOB
Yeah
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LEON
Yeah, you were always snmart as.
Fuck, this fella always the flash

fella
JACOB
It’s honestly not even |ike that
LEON
Don’t be ashanmed, that’'s fucking
cool
JACOB

Thanks man. Wat about you? What
you been up?

LEON
Not hing |i ke you, just kind of been
maki ng shel ves and stuff for
peopl e. Building shit

JACOB
Cool. Is that like, carpentry?

LEON
Yeah but I’"mnot really legit so |
can’t take proper jobs, you know?

JACOB
You shoul d do an apprenticeship?

LEON
My ex missus pissed off so it’s
just ne raising Awhina, nmum hel ps
out but dad’s been sick as lately

JACOB
| didn’t know t hat

LEON
Yeah, nmum doesn’t |ike talking
about it

JACOB
What’s wong with hin? If | can
ask?

LEON

Yeah he had a heart attack | ast
year and he was in hospital for
ages.
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JACOB
Fuck, 1'msorry

LEON
He’s all good he just has to watch
what he eats and you know dad, he
eats heaps as so he doesn’'t help
hinmself. Mumtries her best but
dads stubborn as, he doesn’t admt
when thi ngs are wrong.

JACOB | ooks at LEON and sniles

I NT. ARCHA' S HOUSE - EVENI NG

The scene
tal ki ng

opens on LEON and JACOB sitting on the couch

JACOB
So your daughter, that’s crazy.
What’ s she |ike?

LEON
She’ s awesone, she has this quiet
strength to her. You were al ways
like that as a kid, all the shit
you went through and you just kept
it all inside. You never wanted
peopl e to know you were sad. She
does this thing where she’ s about
to say something and then she say’s
"never mnd daddy, it wasn’t
inmportant” and I can’t kind of take
that in, that she kind of stops
hersel f because she doesn’t think
what’ s she saying is inportant

enough. I'mtrying to give her
strength, that's what | want to
t each her

JACOB

| " m proud of you man

LEON
You too bro

JACOB smiles at him

LEON
You' d be a good dad as wel |

JACOB shakes hi s head
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JACOB
Are you kidding me? | would be the
wor st

LEON

You don’t know yourself well enough

JACOB
No, it’s because | know nyself that
| know I would be a shit parent

LEON
Wy ?

JACOB
Of the top of ny head, | have no
i dea how to parent. | didn't

exactly get stuck with Mary Poppins
as a nother did I? (JACOB snort
| aughs)

LEON
That’ s exactly why you would be a
good parent, you know how not to
par ent .

JACOB
| suppose, | didn't really | ook at
it Iike that

LEON
Hard, you need to be nicer to
yoursel f, be kind to yourself

JACOB drinks nore w ne

I NT. ARCHA’ S HOUSE - EVEN NG

JACOB is in bed and he receives a call, it is fromNorth
Shore Hospital

NURSE
I's this JACOB W REMJ?

JACOB
Yes, who is this?

NURSE
I’mcalling fromNorth Shore
Hospital, your num has been
admtted to hospital.
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I NT. NORTH SHORE HOSPI TAL - NI GHT TI ME - WAI TI NG AREA

JACOB is in the waiting area sitting down, he |ooks around
and notices howclinical it is, howisolated it is

I NT. NORTH SHORE HOSPI TAL - NI GHT TI ME - DOCTORS OFFI CE

JACOB is sitting dowmn waiting for the doctor. The doctor
enters after a few mnutes and sits don opposite JACOB

DR, RI CHARDS
Your mumis stable, for now. W
have her under cl ose observati on.
She overdosed on Met hanphet am ne
and appears to have caused sone
brain damage. W ran a few tests
and the results are alarm ng. W
neasured | evel s of brain chem cal s
that indicate whether brain cells
are healthy or are diseased or
damaged. There are three brain
regi ons, okay?

JACOB
Ri ght

DR RI CHARDS
So all three of your nothers brain
regi ons are show ng abnor nal
activity.

JACOB
VWhat does this nean?

DR RI CHARDS
N acetyl -aspartate, were reduced by
at least five percent in the your
mum Many di seases associated with
brain cell |oss or damage, such as
Al zhei mer’ s di sease, stroke, and
epi | epsy, are al so associated with
reduced N-acetyl -aspartate. W
believe that your mumis long term
use of nethanphetam ne has caused
her irreversible danage to her
brain. This means that her nental
health is deteriorating in a rapid
pace. You may have noticed that she
is asking you to repeat things nore
often or she may repeat herself,
wi thout realising. In |aynen terns,
your mum has what is very simlar
to Al zhei mer’s.
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The doctor continues to talk but he is drowned out by
JACOB' S thoughts, suddenly he is listening to the doctor but
he can not hear what he is saying.

JACOB
Ckay
DR RI CHARDS
kay, what ?
JACOB
Thanks for telling ne
DR RI CHARDS
Don’t you have questions?
JACOB
My mumis losing her mnd, | think

| got the general gist of it
Dr. RICHARD S | ooks shocked

JACOB
Ch I"’msorry, | can see |’ve
shocked you. You' re thinking that |
am acting cavalier about this.

DR RI CHARDS
No.

JACOB

You' re thinking that I am col d,
uncaring, maybe even call ous? How
should I act? Tell me? What shoul d
| do here, who do you want ne to
be? Should I cry, will that make
you feel |ess unconfortable? Shoul d
| be deep in thought and upset?

DR. Rl CHARDS
| didn’t nean that..
JACOB
How | act now will determ ne what

you think of me as a person. So
maybe | should cry, act surprised?
The truth is that ny nmum has
brought this all on herself, and it
is not shocking to ne that she has
fucked herself up. |’mjust
surprised it’s happeni ng now and
not five years ago.

JACOB starts | aughing
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JACOB
This is perfect, | think I can
escape her and stop | ooking after
her and here | am forced into a
situation where | am going to have
to fucking | ook after her and it’s
just incredible. So you can think
" man awful person all you want
and you can judge ne but | honestly
don’t care

DR Rl CHARDS
You're the only person who can tel
you what type of person you are,
not me, not anyone.

JACOB pauses for a few noments before Dr. RI CHARD speaks
again

DR RI CHARDS
W have sone treatnent plans, 1’1
give you the information and you
can go over it, okay?

JACOB | ooks out the wi ndow

| NT. NORTH SHORE HOSPI TAL - NI GHT TIME - PATI ENT ROOM

JACOB is sitting dowmn next to CHERYL who is sleeping. He
wait’'s patiently. He watches her and drifts off into his own
mnd. He get’'s up and wal ks out of the room

EXT. MASON S APARTMENT

JACOB knocks on the door, he starts bangi ng. MASON opens the
door hal f asleep

MASON
JACOB? What the hell?! What are you
doi ng?

JACOB

My mumis a P addict, has been nost
of ny life. She was awful, she
woul d | eave nme at hone by nyself
for long periods of tine because
she had found a new guy who "got
her" and she woul dn’t bat an eye
lid. She was constantly frustrated
with nme because | rem nded her of
my father who she hated and woul d

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

75.

JACOB (cont’d)
rem nd ne constantly of the fact.
She didn’'t care. | raised nyself
because | had to, not because |
wanted to. | don't let people in
because | don’t want to be fucked
over. So you canme into ny life and
you just loved ne, there weren’'t
any strings attached, you didn't
want anything in return, you just
| oved nme and | don’t know how to
handl e that. My version of |ove
isn't healthy or good, it’s toxic
and it’s all I know. | know I hurt
you, | know | pushed you away and |
know | have fucked up and | can’t
keep blam ng my chil dhood for ny
m st akes because at sone point |
have to take ownership, but | just
wanted you to know that | didn’t

mean to hurt you. | |ove you,
just didn’t know how nuch | | oved
you. I'mso sorry. | have to go,
" m sorry.

JACOB runs away to his car

| NT. MENTAL HOMVE - DAYLI GHT

JACOB is visiting CHERYL, she is vacant

JACOB
|’mso mad at you, nmad at
everything. I'"mso angry that you
fucked up so nuch as a num you
fucked up

CHERYL
| did ny best

JACOB

You did nothing! You did fucking
not hi ng. You al ways say that, you
al ways play the victim™"I tried, I
did ny best”, it’s such a shitty
thing to say because you know you
fucked up and if you could be
honest with yourself for one
fucki ng second you woul d know t hat.
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CHERYL
| don’t renmenber

JACOB
Now you get to | ose your nenory,
you get to forget this and how
fucked is that? You won't even
remenber how much you ruined nme. My
whol e |ife has been about you,
about taking care of you, about
wor ryi ng about you.

CHERYL
Stop! Stop it!

JACOB
Worryi ng about you not paying rent
because you ganbl ed your noney
away! Worried that you drunk the
nail varni sh because it snmelt |ike
al cohol, worried that you didn't
use cl ean needles to do your
fucking meth. Worried about your
fragile nental state, always
conpensating always trying to
pl ease you. Al ways at the cost of
my own nental state, ny own
devel opnent. | thought for sure
that at |least at the end of it when
| never visited you could renenber
how much you failed, | thought I
could at |east have that as sone
form of payback. Now you’ ve rui ned
me and you get to walk away fromit
and I’ mso nad.

CHERYL
Pl ease stop! STOP

JACOB
YOU ARE A MONSTER! Everyt hi ng,
everything you have done in your
pathetic life, everything you have
done is worthl ess.

CHERYL
You don’t nean that, why are you
hurting ne?

JACOB
There it is again, ME ME ME
"mummy’ s trying her best, why are
you maki ng this harder for ne?",

( MORE)
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JACOB (cont’ d)
"He left ne because of you, you did
this to ne JACOB". It is always
about you, you fucking waste of
space. Do you even realise what you
have done to ne? Do you know what
you |l et that man do to ne?

CHERYL
| didn’t know RI CHARD was
interfering with you, I would have
never let himdo that, you know
t hat

JACOB

Every night he would cone in, touch
me, tell nme it was a gane, he would
rape me when you were in the next
room passed out. He raped ne and
you were only one room away, SO you
tried your hardest? Did you? Was
that you, trying your hardest?

CHERYL
No!' NO NO

JACOB
SHUT UP, |’ M TALKI NG NOW | AM
TALKI NG NOT YOU!

JACOB takes a breath and tries to cal m down

JACOB
| can’t do normal things, | can’t
be normal. | try but I can't. |

can’t even have a relationship with
a man because |’ m scared that being
gay nmeant that | enjoyed what that
man did to ne, do you understand?
Do you know how nmessed up that is?
Your enotional manipul ation, the
way you use to use ne as a kid, to
make you feel better to prop you

up. It was sick. | hate you so
much, | hate that | was born to
you, | hate that I'mforced to care

for you. You have done nothi ng! Do
you hear me? Not hi ng!

CHERYL starts crying, he wal ks up to her and she cowers in
the corner, he goes up to her ear

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 78.

JACOB
| hope you feel the hate, | hope
you feel everything | am saying
because | nmean every word. | want
you to understand the hatred | feel
for you, I want it to resonate with

you. Do you under st and

She | ooks at JACOB scared and nods her head. JACOB storns
out of the room He is outside by the car park, he is so nad
he kicks his car. Hi s phone starts beeping, he has a voice
mail. It’s from MASON

MASON (OVER VA CE MAI L)
| mss you, call nme when you can,
okay?

JACOB sits down on the bonnet of his car. Deep breathing, we
hear the faint sound of a heartbeat, his fetus heartbeat
frominside his nothers wonb. Rheumatically matching his

br eat h.

| NT. MENTAL HOVE - DAYLI GHT - CHERYL' S ROOM

JACOB returns to find CHERYL in the corner, she has been
crying but seenms lost in her thoughts

JACOB
Mum get up.

CHERYL
Mun? Who are you? My little boy,
where is he?

JACOB
" m here
CHERYL
No, he is only 6 years old, not an
adult, I don’'t know who you are
JACOB
Just hop up
CHERYL hops up
CHERYL
| went toilet, | couldn’t nmove, |I'm

sorry, | pissed nyself
CHERYL starts crying
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CHERYL
" msorry

JACOB
It's fine

79.

| NT. MENTAL HOVE - DAYLI GHT - CHERYL’' S ROOM - BATHROOM

JACOB runs the bath, CHERYL hops in.
and starts washi ng her back

CHERYL
What’ s your nane?

JACOB
JACOB

CHERYL

He grabs the wash cloth

That’s a nice nane, | |ike that
name. My son’s nane is JACOB you
know? It’s lovely. JACOB |ike from

the bible
JACOB

Are you a religious person?

CHERYL

No, ny famly is. W're all

Mornmons. Not ne, |’ve al ways been
the bl ack sheep of the famly.

Al ways breaking the rules,

not

really cut out for all that stuff.

What do you do?
JACOB

Me, I"'mumm | just graduated from

uni

CHERYL

So you're smart? My JACOB' S smart
too, he’'s going to be a doctor. |
want to be a good numto him do it
right, he’s the only thing |

haven't fucked up

JACOB continues to wash CHERYL whilst sitting on the floor
next to her. The scene goes to black and we can hear Baby

JACOB' S heart beat
END OF SCENE



