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TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER ONE: PENNY ANTE

I NT. LAS VEGAS CASINO - NI GHT

Qpul ent casino with a | arge poker table centred in the room
on a raised stage. TV caneras everywhere. 8 players and a
deal er are seated around the table

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
So here we are, down to the final 8
players in this year’s world
chanpi onshi p of poker.

ANNOUNCER 2 (V. 0O)
Ri ght Steve and what an assortnent
of players we have, with 2 forner
chanpi ons seated at the table and 2
first timers included as well.

The tel evision caneras pan the players at the table as the
announcers tal k.

ANNOUNCER
And let’s face it Rick, the big
story is the nystery man of the
nonent, Peter Joff, a player no one
real |y knows anythi ng about.

The ESPN canera does a close up on a man in his late 20's to
early 30's, dressed in a pair of old ripped jeans and a RUSH
t-shirt, playing with his stacks of chips. This is PETER
JOFF.

ANNOUNCER 2
Steve this young man canme from
literally out of nowhere and has
taken this tournanment by storm

Tel evi sion caneras pull back to show the entire table of
pl ayers, announcers make their final statenments.



ANNOUNCER
And so as we are about to start
this final table lets take a deeper
look into what little we know about
Peter Joff.

A taped interview with Peter Joff and AL STEPHENSON, ESPN s
top personality, conmes out across the airwaves. Peter is in
ripped jeans, sitting in a chair directly across froma well
tail ored Stephenson.

Peter is visibly nervous.
AL STEPHENSON

Peter you look a little nervous,
just talk to me like I’man old

friend.

PETER
Ri ght and how ‘ bout all those
peopl e watching at home. 1’ ve never
done this kind of thing before you
know.

AL STEPHENSON
Peter, Anmericans really don't know
much about you at all.

That’s why |1’ m here.

Peter’s really sweating now, stains show ng through the
arnmpits of his shirt.

PETER
(voi ce quivering)
But you' re freaking Al Stephenson,
I’mjust a loser fromPittsburgh.

AL STEPHENSON
From what they tell nme Pete.. do
you mind if | call you Pete?

Pet er nods.

AL STEPHENSON
| beg to differ Pete, it seens you
may turn out to be the biggest
wi nner here at this tournanent,
wi th a guaranteed 250,000 doll ars,
even if you re the first knocked
out fromthe final table.
And ny notes tell ne

( MORE)



AL STEPHENSON( cont ' d)

(checki ng his cards)
You' re fromAtlantic Gty

PETER
Well, that’s where | cane to Vegas

AL STEPHENSON
X, but all this after | understand
you cane to Vegas hitch hiking nost
of the way here.

PETER
Yeah, | only won ny way into the
t our nament through a satellite, you
know, in Atlantic GCty. They didn't
cover the flight here, neals,
not hin’ .

AL STEPHENSON
Alright Pete, let’s get right to
it. Very little is known about you
at all, here’s your chance to |et
Anerica know your story.

PETER
My story?

AL STEPHENSON
Yes Pete, after all the only thing
anyone really knows about you is
you seemto have a paranoi a about
t hat penny you carry with you to
every poker gane and I’mtold you
never let it out of your sight at
any tine.

Peter reaches into his pocket and pulls out a single penny,
showing it to Al.

PETER
Yeah, it’s about the only thing
|’ve let anybody in on at all. The

rest of ny life seens kind of
boring before Penny cane into ny
life.

AL STEPHENSON
You nean that penny, you actually
gave it a nanme. It nust nean a | ot
to you.

PETER
It saved ny life.



AL STEPHENSON
Ahh, now we have a story, care to
el abor at e?

PETER
Not really much to say, before
Penny cane into ny life |I'd say |
was just about finished but after
she did, well.. let’s just say
things started to change.

Al cones to attention

AL STEPHENSON
For the better 1’d say.

PETER
That woul d be an under st at enent,
like I said she saved ny life.

AL STEPHENSON
Not only did you nane the penny you
gave it a gender as well?

PETER
A, you know what they say about
Lady Luck.

AL STEPHENSON
Touche Peter, but again the country
wants to know nore about you, your
background, what you do for a
living, everything really.

Peter draws a deep breath.

PETER
Listen Al | appreciate all the
attention, | do, but all | really

can tell you is like | said.
before Penny I was just a |oser and
since she cane into ny life...

AL STEPHENSON
You’' re now a W nner.

PETER
| guess.

AL STEPHENSON
Ok, it looks like we're not getting
anywhere other than this penny.

( MORE)



AL STEPHENSON( cont ' d)

Can you at least tell the audience
about it, uh, | nean her.

PETER
About her?

AL STEPHENSON
Now you’ ve got ne calling the coin
by gender.

PETER
Listen, all | can say is | found
her on the street and ny life
hasn’t been the sane since.

Al again bristles to attention.

AL STEPHENSON
Whoa there, did you just say you
found her on the street.

PETER
Yeah, just lying there on the
boar dwal k, tons of people wal ked
right on by or over her, just like
they did to ne.

AL STEPHENSON
But not you, what nmade you
different?

PETER
I guess you could say it was ny
poi nt of view

AL STEPHENSON
Poi nt of view?

Peter nervously shifts in his chair.
PETER
You see | was |lying on the ground
t oo, passed out. Only a shaw
covering ne.

AL STEPHENSON

Did you say a shawl, like a woman’'s
shawl . Care to tell us nore about
t hat ?

PETER

No not really.



AL STEPHENSON
Come on now Pete, America wants to
know, so you were lying there,
passed out. .

Peter holds the penny close to his face, turns it over a
couple of tines, studying it’s features.

PETER
Face down drunk, uh huh, and when
cane to the first thing I saw
t hrough the rain was Penny here.

AL STEPHENSON
So you just picked it up, just |ike
t hat ?

PETER
Vll not quite, it took me awhile
to even regain ny senses, and when
| did | just watched how many
peopl e wal ked right on by her, |ike
she was nothing, just |like they
were wal ki ng by ne.

AL STEPHENSON
So there it is.

PETER
There what is?

Al reaches over to touch the penny, Peter draws it back
qui ckly away fromhim guarding it with his life.

AL STEPHENSON
Sorry Peter, | just believe that
each of us has a kindred spirit, a
ki nd of guardi an angel that changes
our destiny. For sonme it may be a
person, for others a feeling, for
you it is an inani mate object.

PETER
Huh?

AL STEPHENSON
Peter do you think that penny was
there just by chance or nmaybe it
was there for a reason, you know,
like fate?



PETER
What? | guess | never really
t hought about it before, | just
know she’s ny Lucky Penny.

AL STEPHENSON
And you never gave any thought at
all towhy if it’s so lucky for
you, then why it was there on that
particul ar sidewal k, right at that
specific time for you to find it?

Peter fidgets in his seat.

PETER
What do you nean, what are you
t al ki ng about ?

AL STEPHENSON
I’msaying that if it’s such a
| ucky penny then why was it there.
I nmean woul dn’t she have brought
luck to others along the way as
wel | .

PETER
I, uh, 1 guess.

AL STEPHENSON
Ri ght. Then why was she there at
all, if she’s so lucky who in their
right mnd would have | et her out
of their sight, where did she cone
fronf

PETER
I guess | never thought about that.

TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER TWO. I N FOR A PENNY, |IN FOR A POUND

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BEACH - DAY

A young, obese woman in her 20’'s patrols the beach with a
netal detector |ooking for netal objects and coins. She's
dressed in a full bathing suit with a large sun hat and a
full length robe. This is SUZY JAMES.

A group of studs runs by her, teasing her.



STUD 1
| didn’t know they let cows on the
beach.

STUD 2
Yeah | thought they had to stay on
the farm

The young wonman tries to hold back her tears.

STUD 3
Hey, any of you guys ever tried cow

ti ppi ng?

By now a 4th man has positioned hinself behind the woman,
he’s on his knees.

STUD 3
Wat ch t hi s!

He proceeds to push her over the 4th man. She falls and the
men run away | aughi ng.

Suzy stands up, crying.
Suzy
That’s OK guys, sorry for getting
in your way.

The netal detector is beside her, beeping |like crazy. She
picks it up, scans the beach for the object it has | ocated.

SUzy
There you are mny precious.

Suzy draws a m ni shovel from a pocket of her robe, starts
di ggi ng.

suzy
Conme out, conme out ny pretty.
She digs a little deeper and finds... A penny.

SUzy
Is that ny treasure for the day, a
stupi d penny.

She dejectedly packs up her equipnent, stuffing the penny
into her pocket.



I NT. SUZY' S APARTMENT - DAY

It is a neatly appointed apartment, |arge enough but
confortabl e.

Suzy is putting her equi pmrent away when her roommate JENNY, a
very thin but curvaceous blonde enters from anot her room

JENNY
Oh, hey Suzy, why back so early.
Not hi ng good to uncover today?

Suzy
Just a little tired I guess.

JENNY
That’s OK you’ Il get back at it
tonorrow. Besides it gives ne a
chance to show you my surpri se.

Suzy
Surprise?

Jenny takes her hand and | eads her upstairs.

I NT. BATHROOM - DAY

JENNY
Ta dall

Suzy surveys the room | ooking for a new shower curtain, new
t owel s anyt hi ng.

Suzy
| don't get it, did we get new
shanpoo, cause | don’t think that
is anything to nmake a big deal
about .

JENNY
No silly, look closer.

Suzy steps inside, looks a little closer. She steps back in
shock.

SUzyYy
Is that what | think it is.
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JENNY
Hey you know we tal ked about this,
you gotta’ start sonetine
girlfriend.

Jenny slips by Suzy, reaches for an item beside the toilet.
She pulls out the itemand holds it in front of Jenny

It’s a new digital scale.

Suzy
I know | said I'd look at getting
one.. | just thought I’'d have nore
time.

JENNY

Don't be silly, just take a step on
it, it won't bite you know.

suzy
(with trepidation)
I, 1 don't know.

JENNY
Li sten Suzy you're ny best friend
in the world and | [ ove you but |

swear if you don’t step on that
thing I"mgonna’ hit you over the
head with it.

sSuUzy
You first.

JENNY
FI NE.

Jenny places the scale on the floor, takes off her slippers
and bounces energetically onto the scale.

CU. SCALE READI NG 112 LBS

It is acconpanied by a digital voice.

SCALE (V. Q)
One hundred and twel ve pounds.

Jenny steps off, smles at Suzy and gently pushes her towards
t he contraption

SUzyYy
Maybe | should wait until after |
shower, |'mfull of beach sand.

( MORE)
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SUZY(cont ' d)

Who knows how nmuch extra wei ght
that is.

JENNY
No nore stalling.

Jenny hel ps Suzy by placing one of her feet on the scale,
Suzy then gently places the other on as well.

SUzy
I can’t | ook
JENNY
Fine, I'll do it for you. C ose

your eyes.

Suzy does just that, Jenny peers at the display, she is
aghast at the nunber on the read out.

She gasps as the voice enmanates.

SCALE (V. Q)
312 pounds.

suzy
That can’'t be right, is that thing
high, is it broken?

JENNY
No don’t be silly it’s new, it
can’'t be broken. | nean | knew you

were a little heavy and could | ose
a few pounds for your health but..

SUzyYy
Let nme see.

She opens her eyes to peer down to the digitalized nunber.
CU. DI G TAL NUVMBER READI NG 312 LBS

Suzy
Oh ny God!

JENNY
(cheerfully)
Ohit’s not so bad, it’s just a
junp of f point, gives you sonething
to work wth.

Suzy steps off the scale, sobbing.

SUzy
" m huge, |’ m hideous.
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JENNY
Don’t be crazy, it’s not so bad.
It’s just a junp off point, you
know sonmething to get you started..
Set a goal or sonething.

SUzy
| renenber the last tinme | | ooked
at a scale | was 243 pounds and was
nortified. So | threwit away.

JENNY
How | ong ago was that?
SUzy
2 years.
JENNY

That neans you’ ve gai ned al nost 70
pounds in just a couple of years,
didn’t you feel.. you know. .
different?

SUzy
I know | had to buy sonme new
cl othes, but | always thought | was
just buying the clothes too big so
I"d be confortable.

The 2 wonen stare at each other for about 20 seconds before
ei t her speaks.

JENNY
So what's next, a doctor, a
dietician, a hypnotist?

Suzy
Whoa sl ow down, don’t start fitting
me for the piano case coffin

al r eady.

JENNY
I"’msorry. | just never knew
anybody before who was over three
hundr . .

Suzy
You can say it out loud, the scale
al ready did.

Jenny just stares at Suzy.
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SUzy
Listen, if you want to help ne
fight this thing, fine. But just
don’t stand there with that OMG
| ook on your face.

Jenny snaps out of it.

JENNY
K, it’s not so bad. Maybe just
some serious exercise and you can
turn this thing around.

SUzyYy
Exerci se?

JENNY
Yeah, aerobics, yoga, nmaybe sone
jazzercise. You can go to the gym

with me, yeah that’'s it, we'll do
it together.
SUzy

Don’t you think I ought to start by
wat ching what | eat a little
better?

JENNY
Uh, yeah, sure, | nean that’s a
good place to start | guess.

Suzy makes her way to the fridge freezer and starts taking
out ice cream containers.

SUzy
Grab a garbage can.

JENNY
So no nore ice cream binges?

SUzyYy
Sounds |like a start.

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BOARDWALK - DAY

Suzy is wearing her netal detector clothes again, she’s
taking a wal k and notices the penny she found in her robe
pocket .

SUzy
You' re gonna’ be ny w || power now.
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Suzy eyes a Slushie station as she walks by... it’s hot out.

SUzyY
(1 ooki ng at the penny)
One little slushie couldn’t hurt,
now could it?

Suzy makes her purchase and gulps it down in one swall ow.
Jenny comes joggi ng up behind her, notices the enpty cup.
JENNY
Not a great way to stay
disciplined, is it.

Suzy feigns enbarrassnent.

SUzy
Sorry Jen, it won't happen again, |
prom se

JENNY
Listen, it’s for your own good, you
know t hat .

SUzy
I know, | know.. Rone wasn’t built

in a day though.
Jenny chuckl es.

JENNY
Listen sweetie | know it’s gonna’
be hard but | just think with sone
willpower, well, | know you can do
anyt hing you set your mnd to.

Suzy stares at her penny.

JENNY
VWhat’'s that?

suzy
It’s nmy willpower.

JENNY
Didn't work out too well wi th that
slushie now, did it?

Suzy
It’ll do better, it’s just getting
started.



Jenny | ooks at her incredul ously.

JENNY
What ever nakes you stronger

Jenny jogs off.

Mont age of Suzy goi ng through other sweet shops and
restaurants throughout the day. Each tine | ooking at the
penny and each tinme partaking in a sweet or a neal.

I NT. SUZY’ S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Jenny turns on the |ight.

JENNY
Come on sunshine, up and at’ em
SUzy
(sl eepily)

Can | have just a little of what
you' re on?

JENNY
Just high on life girlfriend. Cone
on let’s check.

SUzyYy
Check, check what?

JENNY
Wiy you're weight silly, let’s see
if that penny of yours has done you
any good at all.

Suzy’ s cheeks fl ush.

Suzy
Oh it’s only been one day, why
don’t we wait just a couple nore,
you know, maybe after the first
week.

JENNY
Oh no you don’t. | read online that
the best way to keep on track is to
check your weight every day, let’s
remenber how you got here in the
first place.

SUzyYy
No, | don’t want to.

15.



Jenny junps up on to the bed, starts pushing Suzy and
si ngi ng.

JENNY
Two in the bed and the little one
said, roll over, roll over

Suzy | aughs but resists, Jenny tries again, this tine
tickling her as well.

JENNY
Two in the bed and the little one
said.. Roll over, roll over.

Suzy can’t overcone the tickling, she succunbs.

SUzy
Al right, all right, 1" mup.
JENNY
Good, now into the bathroomw th
you.
SUzy
I’ m scar ed.
JENNY
It’1l be fine, probably not even

much of a difference after just one
day anyway.

Suzy
That’s what | said, so why bother.

Jenny grabs Suzy’s arm and | eads her to the bat hroom

JENNY
But just think of the confidence
you' Il have if it doesn’t nove up a
pound.

SUzy
Oh all right, | guess one day

couldn’t have nade any difference,
I nmean how nuch could | have gai ned
in one day anyhow, right?

JENNY
Gai ned, what do you nean gai ned?
You didn't cheat any nore than that
slushie did you?

Suzy gets nervous, she lies.

16.
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Suzy
What? No not at all, other than the
slushie I only had what we tal ked
about.. Carrot sticks, celery and
12 grain bread.

JENNY
And to drink?

SUzy
Oh, just what we said, just water.

JENNY
Al right then, step on up

Suzy steps with trepidation on the scale, praying inside that
all of the calories fromthe previous day have not had tine
to forminto pounds on her body.

She braces for the nonotone voice. The uncaring, judgnental,
son of a bitch voi..

SCALE (V. Q)

Three hundred and seven pounds.
JENNY

OO000H! !
SUzy

That can’t be right.

JENNY
Don’t conplain, don’t | ook a
gifthorse in the nouth. Maybe you
were just retaining a little water
wei ght yesterday.

SUzy
It’s inpossible, that’s like..

JENNY
(excitedly)
| knowl! Five pounds in one day.
Suzy retraces the steps of yesterday s events.

SUzy
There’s no way, let me try this
agai n.

She steps off and then back onto the scale.
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SCALE (V. Q)
Three hundred and seven pounds.

Jenny gives Suzy a big hug, though her arns don’t reach al
t he way around her.

JENNY
You did just great, keep it up
girlfriend.

Suzy shrugs sheepi shly.

JENNY
And be sure to carry that penny
with you to work today, you know,
to be your w | power.

Suzy makes her way back to the bedroom She finds the penny
on her dresser, starts talking to it.

Suzy
I don’t know how it happened but I
just need you to stop nme from over
i ndul ging for the next few days.

I NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - DAY

This is the building where Suzy works, a collection of sane
styled cubicles, all adjoining into a nmaze. Suzy is seated at
her cubicle. A heavyset fenal e peer, ANGELA MYERS, cones by.

ANGELA
Cone on Suze, best tine of the day.

suzy
Quitting tinme?

ANGELA
Not quite, lunch tine. And | hear
M key’s now has an all you can eat
buffet.

SUzy
| brought nmy lunch today, Angie,
"1l be fine here at ny desk.

ANCGELA
And |l eave ne to eat all alone |ike
a pig at a trough, | don’t think
so.



19.

Suzy pulls out a baggie of carrot and celery sticks from her
purse as well as a bottle of water.

ANGELA
1”1l take those.

Angi e grabs the snacks, shoots themlike a free throwinto a
wast ebasket .

ANCGELA
Two points.

SUzy
ANCELA! !

ANCGELA

Good thing it wasn’t soup... Now,
you ready to eat sone real food?

SUzyYy
Do | have a choice?

I NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Angi e and Suzy are in line at the buffet. Suzy pulls out the
penny and rubs it.

SUzy
I don’t know how you did it
yesterday but please if | can ask
you to do it just one nore tine..

She ki sses the penny, puts it back in her pocket.
Suzy
(to herself)
Oh pl ease M ss Penny, help ne be
good.

Suzy notices Angel a | ooking, quickly puts the coin away.

ANGELA
VWhat was that?

SUzyYy
VWhat ?

ANGELA

That thing you just Kkissed.



20.

Suzy
Oh it was just a picture of ny
ni ece. | always think of her just
before ny neal s.
ANCGELA
(shaki ng her head)
What ever .
Suzy
I think I"Il just have a little

sal ad and that should do it.

Suzy makes her way over to the salad station and places a few
brussel sprouts and carrots on her plate.

I NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Suzy is seated, with her meagre serving of veggies in front
of her, Angela nmakes her way to the table with a heaping
pl ate of food.

She notices Suzy’s veget abl es.

ANCGELA
What’'s that, are you just grazing
before getting started?

Suzy
No .. This will be ny lunch today,
it’s the sane thing that was in ny
| unch sack, you know t he one you
threw in the garbage can

Angela is oblivious to Suzy's words, already chow ng down.

ANCGELA
What, oh right, whatever. Listen |
didn’t ask you here to talk, |
asked you here to eat.

Suzy starts to cry.

ANCGELA
Oh conme on, you know I was just
kidding. If you just want to ni bble
while | eat, that’s fine. | just
want ed the conpany, | hate to eat
al one.
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Suzy
You' re sure you don't mnd, | AM
trying to lose weight and this is
so hard, there’'s just so much
tenptation

Angel a conti nues plow ng through her food, talks to Suzy
bet ween bi tes.

ANCGELA
Listen sweetie, if you just want
water | don’t care. Just don’t get
too close to ny plate.

Suzy sits back in her chair, picks at her vegetables. She

notices all the yutmy itens on Angie’'s plate .. Short ribs,
chi cken breast, |asagna...

The tenptation is too nuch.

I NT. RESTAURANT TABLE - DAY

Angela is hungrily eating and takes no notice of Suzy's
absence.

Suzy nmakes her way back to the table with a plate stacked
twice as high as Angela’s was.

SUzy
(Sitting down)
Your’s just | ooked so scrunptious.

ANGELA
Grr.

Suzy starts to just pick away at her plate of goodies but
soon is as deeply ensconced as Angel a.

I NT. SUZY' S APARTMENT - DAY

Suzy is asleep in her roomwhen Jenny cones bounding in,
opening the drapes to fill the roomw th sunshi ne.

JENNY
Wakey, wakey sl eepy head.

SUzy
Uhhh.
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JENNY
Cone on now, it’'s a beautiful day.
Time to seize the day and step on
t he scal e.

Suzy’s face turns seven shades of red. There's no way she can
hide fromthe events of yesterday’s |unch

JENNY
C nmon sl eepy head, after yesterday
I”m super excited to see what today
brings.

Jenny pulls the covers off Suzy.

sSuUzy
HEY!! That's not fair.

JENNY
Don’t make ne cone over there.

Suzy grudgingly gets out of the bed, one leg at a tinme. Jenny
grabs her by the arm |eads her to the bathroom

SUzy
Can’t we just say | tried?

JENNY
Tried, what do you nean tried. Have
you been cheating on your diet?

Suzy | ooks at the desperation in Jenny' s face. She wants to
tell the truth but just can’t. Maybe she can say the scale
mal f uncti oned.

JENNY
Hurry Suzy, | have to get to work,
just step on it, renenber it
doesn’t bite.

SUzyYy
Ch well, how bad can it be?

Suzy gently steps onto the scale with one foot, she awaits
t he voi ce of doom

JENNY
Unhh Uhh, no cheating. Both feet,
what are you waiting for?

sSuUzy
I.. | don't want to.
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JENNY
Suzy Janes!! The only thing to be
afraid of is if you' ve been |lying
to ne and you prom sed.

suzy
Al right, alright.

Wth great anxiety Suzy puts her other foot onto the scale.
Any m nute now she’ll be busted and have to tell her best
friend the truth,

SCALE (V. Q)
Two hundred and ni nety-seven
pounds.

JENNY

Suzy!! That’s another 10 pounds, |
can’t believe it.

SUzyYy
Nei t her can |
JENNY
The nunbers can’t lie. | don’t know

what you' re doing girlfriend but
just keep it up.

Oh, you're just doing so great, |I'm
so proud of you.

Suzy steps off the scale quickly, looks at her friend with
di sbel i ef.

Suzy
Jenny | .. | don’t know what to
say, this is inpossible.

JENNY
Oh don’t be such a doubting Thomas.
Just keep cutting back and staying
on you're diet and you' Il be fine.

SUzy
(staring at the scale)
But that’s just it.

JENNY
Just what, you don’t want to | ose
any nmore too quickly, just stay
consi stent .

Suzy sees the total excitenent in her friend and rather than
say anything she just smles sheepishly.
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Suzy

VWl |l | have been cutting back.
JENNY

Yeah, especially at lunch. | see

what you’ ve been packing for
yourself, it’s not nuch nore than a
bird woul d eat.

Suzy
Maybe a turkey getting ready for
Thanksgi vi ng feast.

JENNY
What. Ch never m nd.
Congratul ati ons sweetie, you' re
doi ng just great.

Mont age of different tines of Suzy eating at restaurants,
eating sweets |i ke candy apples and cotton candy on the
boar dwal k.

Al so shots of Suzy stepping on the scale over a period of

days, with the scale showing | ess and | ess weight, each tine
wi th Jenny offering encouragenent.

I NT. BEDROOM - DAY

A noticably slinmer version of Suzy bounces out of bed,
rushes into Jenny’s room She pulls the covers off of Jenny.

SUzy
C nmon sl eepy head, rise and shine,
time to check the scale.

Jenny opens one eye.

JENNY
Real | y?
SUzy
(tugging on Jenny’s arm
C non.

I NT. BATHROOM - DAY
Suzy waits anxiously til Jenny sleepily steps into the room

SUzyYy
Can 17?



JENNY
| swear you're like a little kid at
Chri stmas these days.

Suzy doesn’t really hear what Jenny’s saying.

SUzy
Can | ?

JENNY
Oh go ahead.

Suzy hops up onto the scale with both feet.

SCALE (V. Q)
Two hundred and forty one pounds.

JENNY
Oh ny CGod, it just doesn't stop.
That’s |i ke over 50 I bs since you

started.

Suzy
More |ike 71 pounds, give or take a
pound.

Jenny gives Suzy a big hug.
JENNY
OMG | can't believe it, you're
nmelting away right in front of nel

SUzyYy
Can't believe what, sweetie?

Jenny stands in amazenent.

JENNY
My arnms go all the way around you.

Suzy bl ushes.

I NT. SUZY’ S ROOM - DAY
Suzy is staring at the penny.
Suzy

| don’t know how you're doing it,
but I can’t thank you enough.

Suzy kisses the penny and puts it in her pocket.

25.
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INT. SUZY'S OFFI CE - LUNCH TI ME
Angel a and another co-worker, TINA, stop at Suzy' s desk.

ANGELA
Ready for |unch?

Suzy
Let’s go.
I NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Lunch is finished, there are many plates around, sone
finished, some not.

The girls are all getting up to |leave, they' re running | ate.

ANGELA
It’s my turn for the tip.

Tina angrily taps her watch, pointing at the tine.
TI NA
W’ ve got to get back, we don’'t
want to be |ate.
Angela is still funmbling in her purse for her pocket book.

Suzy
"1l get it.

She reaches in her pocket and grabs a couple of singles and
gquarters, throws themon the table.

The girls hurry out of the restaurant.
CU. Penny on the table mxed in with the noney Suzy left. A
waiter grabs the noney as a single entity, puts it in his
pocket with no regard for the penny
I NT. SUZY' S BEDROOM - NI GHT
Suzy is putting away her clothes when Jenny wal ks in
JENNY
Hey girlfriend, good day at the old
salt m ne today?

Suzy smles and nods.
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JENNY
Hey | noticed you didn't take your
lunch today. You didn't fall off
t he wagon did you?

Suzy
No way. Just a little planned | unch
with a couple of co-workers, but I
only had some soup, salad and

wat er .
JENNY
Swear ?
SUzy
(patting her pocket)
| swear.

Jenny | eaves and Suzy goes to undress. As she takes off her
pants she starts to enpty her pockets.

She reaches to take out her prized possession.

She drops the pants in shock when she realizes the penny
isn’t there. Grabbing the pants hurriedly she picks them up
and starts enptying out each pocket one by one.

SUzZYy
NO |

Suzy frantically goes over to her purse, she nust have put it
in there by m stake this norning when she left for work.

She funbl es around for a second, then in desperation dunps
the contents onto the floor... Nothing!

She then grabs her pants again as Jenny wal ks by her open
door .

JENNY
| heard a scream anything the
mat ter ?

Suzy tries to regroup.
Suzy
Just a spider in ny purse, it
scared ne, that’s all

Jenny | ooks at the itens strewn about the room



28.

JENNY
I think you m ght have nore | uck
just stepping on it.

suzy
You' re right.

Jenny notices the ashen color in her friend s face.

JENNY
You sure you're alright hon?

Suzy just falls onto her bed.

sSuUzy
1”1l be fine.

Jenny shrugs her shoul ders, takes her | eave.

JENNY
X, let me know if you need ne to
kill it for you.

Suzy just closes her eyes after her friend is gone and starts
to cry.

EXT. RESTAURANT PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT

A waiter walks to his car, reaches into his tip pouch to pul
out his tips and count them He notices the penny and | ooks
at it for a second.

WAl TER
How did you get mixed in there
little fella ?

He extracts the penny fromthe rest of the change, stares at
it for a second.

He tosses it across the parking lot into the adjoining beach.

TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER THREE: PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BEACH - DAY

A slight man in his 30's wearing shorts and a god awful t-
shirt wal ks the beach. He has a face that belies his youth
due to the years he has spent working as a carney, this is
TI MW MCMURTER
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He is walking idly, not really paying attention to much
except for the pretty girls in bikinis he may pass. He is
shuffling his feet as he wal ks, kind of kicking at the sand
with his bare feet.

After one kick at the sand he notices sonething fly up out of
t he sand.

Advancing a few feet he reaches down and notices it’'s a
penny.

TI MW
See a penny pick it up, all day
l ong you’ Il have good | uck

EXT. BOARDWALK CARNI VAL - DAY
Many acts on display. Custoners mlling around at the ganes

of chance and freaks on display. Timy makes his way through
the crowd until he reaches his assigned tent.

CU. TENT READI NG CORNAN THE MAGNI FI CENT - M ND READER

Tinmmy enters the tent, turns on the lights.

I NT. TENT - DAY
There is a table with two chairs facing each other

Ti mry opens up the canvas doors and turns the CLOSED sign to
OPEN.

Two young men, quite obviously high on drugs, peek inside the
tent.

STONER 1
Hey Bud, you open?

TI MW
What does the sign say?

Stoner dude checks outside, notices the sign.

STONER
Oh yeah, cool

TI MW
Now, what can | do for you
gentl emen today?
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The stoners giggle.

STONER
I want you to read ny mnd man.

STONER 2
| don’t think there s anything
there left to read bud.

Stoner 1 punches the other man hard in the arm

STONER 2
Owv man, that really hurt.
TI MW
That’ || be 20 doll ars pl ease.

The stoners | ook at each other, pulling a fewtattered bills
out of their pockets. After a quick count they offer Tinmy
t he cash.

STONER
Here you go nman.

Ti mry conmes over to the two nmen, pulls out a chair for one of
themto sit at.

Stoner 1 obliges.

STONER 2
This is going to be cool man.

Timy takes his place opposite the young man at the table. He
t akes the stoner’s hands.

TI MW
Now I need you to clear your m nd.

STONER 2
| told you man, there’s nothing in
there to clear.

Stoner 1 glares at himangrily.

TI MW
Now agai n, just concentrate on ny
voi ce al one.

STONER
Ok man, ny mnd s a bl ank.

STONER 2
You can say that again dude.
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The two stoners fist bunp.

TI MW
Just pay attention for the total of
your 5 second attention span w ||
ya buddy?

STONER
Sorry man.

Stoner shakes his head, straightens his posture.

TI MW
That’s better. | need you to just
concentrate on letting nme get a
read on you, K?

STONER
k.

Ti my takes the stoners hand, holds for a second and goes
into a mni-convul sion.

T MW
You' ve been to college right?
STONER
Yeah man, for about half a
senest er.
T MW

And you maj ored in physica
education, correct?

STONER
Ri ght agai n.

STONER 2
Whoa, dude. This guy’s awesone.

Stoner 1 gives hima punch and then grabs Timmy's hands
agai n.

STONER
Awesone, do ne nore nan.

Ti my readjusts hinself.
Stoner hears a thought running through his head.

(V.0
( MORE)



You noron, the only way |I knew you
went to college is the T-shirt you
have underneath that says NJ State
and Phys Ed on it.

STONER
What’ d you say nan?

Ti mry | ooks at him quizzically.

TI MW
I didn’t say anything.
STONER 2
Neither did I.
STONER
You're sure, | know | heard
sonet hi ng.
STONER 2
Man you’ re nore baked than
t hought .
Ti my speaks up
TI MW
Listen, | just need you to focus

for like 2 nobre m nutes and then
we' Il be finished. Can you do that?

STONER
Yeah man, |'mfine. Let’s do this
t hi ng.

Timy and the Stoner join hands again.

T MW
Now j ust concentrate on mne.

STONER
K man.

A coupl e seconds go by as Timmy settles into trance node

(V.0)
Now if | can just get one nore
thing off this |loser | can get
these 2 ass hol es out of here.

STONER
Who you calling an ass hol e?

32.
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St oner 2 | ooks around.

STONER 2
Hey bud, who you tal king to, who
are you calling an A-hole?

Stoner looks directly at Timmy. G ares at himfor a mnute.

STONER
Hey man, | demand a refund.
| don’t know what kind of game
you’' re playing but I’mnot that
wast ed.

Ti mry doesn’ t under st and.

STONER 2
Yeah a refund nan!

STONER
You don’t even know what |’ m
tal ki ng about, bro.

STONER 2
Yeah but | got your back dude.

Bot h stoners | augh.
Stoner hears Timy’s voice inside his head again.

(V.0)
Wiy don’t we call the cops and see
if they want me to give you a
refund. And while they're at it
maybe they can ask you if you're
carrying any drugs.

TI MW
Listen, I'mjust trying to give you
what you asked for, can we pl ease
get back to it?

STONER
No way man, | don’t know what
you're up to but it’s freakin ne

out .
And we ain’'t gonna’ be hangin’
around for no cops.

We're out of herel
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STONER 2
But what about the refund man?

The first stoner pulls the other one by the jacket and they
run out of the tent.

Timy i s bew | dered.

TI MW
Oh well, pretty easy noney |
guess.. but | wonder what made him
think 1'd call the cops.

I NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Timmy is still wearing the sane clothes as earlier in the
day. He is seated at a table, waiting for his guest.

A waiter brings a wonan to his table. This is Timmy’'s on
again/off again girlfriend LOUSE. She’'s a little bit of a
free spirit.

LOUI SE
Hell o Timry, nice of you to dress
up. Have you been here | ong?

TI MW
No, not |ong, maybe 20 m nutes or
so.

LOUI SE
Sorry about that, | was chasing

butterflies in a field and | ost al
track of tine.

TI MW
No problem | don’t mind waiting
for soneone as |ovely as you.

Loui se smles as she sits, but Timry’s voice pops into her
head as she does.

(V.Q)
If you weren’'t such a dam ditz,
maybe you' d get a job instead of
chasing butterflies.

Loui se becones i ndi gnant.

LOUI SE
I"msorry, what did you just say?
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Ti mry doesn’t know what she’s tal ki ng about.

TI MW
| didn’t say anything, just that
you | ook |ovely tonight.

LOUI SE
Oh alright.

The two start to | ook over the nenus. A waitress arrives at
their table.

WAl TRESS
And what can |I get you folks to
drink tonight?

TI MW
1”1l have a Hei neken.

LOUI SE
And 1’1l have a |large strawberry
daquiri please, maybe double the
shot though, if you can.

As the waitress |eaves Timy’s voice again junps into
Loui se’ s mi nd.

(V.0)
Just what | need for a girlfriend,
aditz and a lush. CGeez if | could
just straighten up ny act maybe |
could pull a little something
better.

Loui se | ooks across the table, Timmy is smling sweetly.
LOUI SE
Are you fucking kidding me right
now?

Ti mry agai n doesn’t know what to say.

TI MW
I"msorry, what are you talking
about .

LOUI SE

You're going to sit there and deny
what you just said. That’'s the way
you're going to play this?
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TI MW
Pl ay what ?
What are you even tal ki ng about
baby?

Louise is now totally pissed off.

LOUI SE
Don’t you baby ne, you bastard.

The waitress arrives at their table with their drinks.

As she sets themon the table Louise hears Tinmmy's voice
agai n.

(V.0)
Yeah that’s just what she needs.
Maybe 1’11 reassess.. now she’s

gone fromditzy and a drunk to ful
on bat shit crazy.
| sure know how to pick ‘em

Loui se junps up, takes her drink and pours it over Tinmmy’'s
head.

LOUI SE
How s this for bat shit crazy, ass
hol e!

She storns out of the restaurant, |eaving Timy conpletely
enbarrassed.

People in the restaurant start |aughing at him

Ti mry stares.. dunbfounded.

I NT. TIMW S BEDROOM - DAY

The roomis actually part of Timmy’ s apartnent, the whole
thing no nore than 300 square feet.

Ti mry wakes up groggily, he slept in his clothes

TI MW
What a ni ght

He proceeds to get changed, the penny falls out of his pants
pocket .

He picks it up, looks at it closely.
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TI MW
Let’ s hope you bring better |uck
t han yest erday.

Timy then puts the penny in today’ s pants pocket.

INT. TIMW S TENT - DAY

Timy is seated at his table, spinning his [ucky penny and
staring at it as the coin spins.

A young man peeks his head in the tent. He is quite nuscul ar,
probably the captain of his college football team

YOUNG MAN
Excuse me sir, are you open

A startled Tinmy junps to attention

TI MW
But of course young man, Cornan the
Geat is ready at all tines. As a
matter of fact | sensed you were
com ng.

The young man starts inside the tent.

YOUNG MAN
It’s actually for nme and ny
fiancee.. if that’s alright?
TI MW

Certainly, certainly. Cornan wll
read the mnds of all comers.

YOUNG MAN
That’' s great.
Honey, honey cone on.

The young man drags a young wonan into the tent with him
YOUNG WOVAN

Ch JASON, | don't know about this,
you know I’ m shy.

JASON
Oh cone on CINDY, it' Il be fun. |
al ways wanted to do sonething |ike

this.

The young wonman gently agrees and takes a seat at the table
with her fiancee.
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Timy stares at her for quite a while. She is no nore than 21
years old and is the hottest girl he s ever seen. Jason
interrupts Timy’s thoughts.

JASON
So listen, how does this work
anyway. Can you do us both together
or do you have to do us al one.

Timy’ s thoughts come rushing into C ndy’s m nd.

(V.0)
I"d let her do US both together, if
you know what | nean.

The startled woman slaps Timy hard across the face.

Cl NDY
EXCUSE ME. What kind of place is
this.

The two nen | ook at each ot her.

JASON
What’s wong sweetie, what are you
t al ki ng about ?

Cl NDY
Are you saying you didn’t hear what
he just said to ne?

TI MW
Mss | assure you | didn't say a
t hi ng.
Now coul d | ask each of you to
concentrate and we can get
started.. And to answer your
guestion young man | amable to
read 2 people’ s thoughts at the
same tinme if they are on the sanme
wavel engt h.

JASON
Onh that’ Il be no problemthen
Cndy and | are soul nates.

Once again Timy’s thoughts conme rushing into C ndy s head.

(V.0)
Actually I'’m picturing her as a
cellmate.. yeah, maybe her and a
prostitute sharing a cell together.
( MORE)



(cont'd)
You know it gets lonely in jail,
what’'s a girl to do? Especially
when there’ s only one other person
to share anything with... I'm
pi cturing themwearing just their
bra and panties.. the prostitute
reaches out to console Ci ndy here..
| mean it is her first night in

jail.. Their breasts touch.. Their
hands start exploring each other’s
bo. .

Cl NDY
You PERV!'!

Jason reacts quickly.

JASON
C ndy, GCndy what is it hon, what’s
wr ong?

C ndy | ooks at himlike he has 3 eyes. She is seething.

Cl NDY
Are you gonna’ let himaway with
sayi ng those things about ne. |
t hought you | oved nme Jason

Jason is totally confused.

JASON
Say what.. Say what things, we
haven't even started yet.

TI MW
Mss | really nust ask you to be
gui et and concentrate or this wll
never worKk.

C ndy turns her venom on Ti nmy.

Cl NDY
| don’t know what you’'re pulling
here m ster, but I can’t handle it.
| don’t think I like anything about
you. You nust be sick to think of 2
girls together.. And in prison..
Qoh yuck, like I would ever!!

JASON
Wul d ever what, G ndy what the
hel | are you tal king about?
Hey mster | amso sorry, do you
even want to try and go on?

39.
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Timy i s speechl ess.

JASON
Mster.. Hey Mster.

Ti my snaps out of it.
He junps out of his chair and shoos the couple out.

JASON
Hey what gives? Listen I’msorry
mster if Cndy got you a little
of f your game. She did say she was
nervous but I'’msure if you just
gave her one nore ch.

TI MW
Nope, no chance. Sorry it’s just
not going to work.. Bad karma, bye
NOW.

Ti mry ushers themout, turns over the OPEN sign and retreats
back into the tent.

TI MW
It can’t be. No way!!

He then junps up and rushes out to the string of carnival
tents lined al ong the beach.

Ti my rushes into the tent of the bearded | ady.

TI MW
Bear ded Lady are you here?

A young heavyset wonan appears from behind a curtain, half a
fake beard glued onto her face. This is BERNI CE STI LLSTROM
t he Bearded Lady.

BERNI CE
Timy, Timy is that you? Wat's
all the racket?

TI MW
Berni ce, thank God. Listen can you
just sit down for a mnute please?

BERNI CE

Wiy, what’'s wong, can’t this wa..
TI MW

It’Il only take a second, |

prom se, but it’s really inportant.
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Berni ce finishes applying her beard as she takes a seat. She
sees the desperation in Timy’' s eyes.

BERNI CE
Alright Timmy, I'’msitting down.
Now what’ s so gosh darn inportant.

Ti mry grabs hold of her arns.

TI MW
Now |l isten Bernie this' |l only take
a second, OK?

BERNI CE
Sure Timry | guess. But what is it
you want ne to do?

TI MW
Not hing really, just watch ny I|ips,
oxK?

BERNI CE
Your |ips?

TI MW
Yeah, | mean.. Ch just watch them
alright.

BERNI CE

Al right Tinmmy.

Timy stares directly into her eyes. He tries to think of
sonmething to elicit an enotion as his voice sinks into her
head.

(V.Q)
I think you | ook better with the
beard baby.

A startled Bernice junps up

BERNI CE
Now Timmy that’s just nmean. You
cone into ny tent making a ruckus
and then insult ne. Wiy that’s just
That’ s just nean.

TI MW
Bernie did you see ny lips nove?

Bernie is confused.



TI MW
Bernie listen, did you see ny |ips

nove at all.

BERNI CE
| didn’t need to. | heard what you
sai d.

TI MW

Where did you hear it?

BERNI CE
Where, why | was sitting right in
front of you when you said it to

nme.
TI MW

Said it to you.. O thought it to

you.

Bernie is getting agitated.

BERNI CE
You thought it to ne.. What the
hel | are you tal king about?

Timmy tries to cal mher down.
TI MW

Berni e, please can we try one nore
thing before you think I"'mtotally

crazy... Please?
BERNI CE
Wel|l | guess so, but | know what |

heard, so there better be an
apol ogy comi ng soon.

TI MW
Just bear with ne Bernie. Now can
get you to put your hand over ny
nmout h pl ease.

BERNI CE
Wiy, so you can feel ny beard.. Is
t hat what turns you on Timy. Cause
I think it’s kind of sick.

TI MW
What, no, no. Now listen Bernie
want to prove to you and really to
nyself that |I’m not crazy. Can you
just do ne this one last favour.



Ber ni e t hi nks about

it for a second or two. Seeing his

frustrati on she agai n agrees.

BERNI CE
Onh all right, then. But this is the
| ast favour, | do have to get

dressed for ny show.

T MW

Thanks Bernie, you' re the best.
Now |l isten, this part’s easy, just

put your

hand over ny nouth, make

sure it’s tight against ny nouth so
you can feel nmy lips if they nove,

oK?

BERNI CE

I.. | guess so.

Bernie reluctantly,
nmout h.

He says sonet hi ng.

gently, places her hand over Tinmmy’s

It makes a muffl ed noi se.

T MW

Nsoso | I tht gooood.

Bernire renoves her

hand, it is alittle slobbery.

BERNI CE

Qoh yuck. Is that it cause now I
have to wash my hands.
TI MW
You felt them nove right?
BERNI CE
Felt what nove?
TI MW
My lips, nmy lips.. You felt them
right?
BERNI CE
Well sure, |’'ve got the slobber to
prove it.
TI MW

Geat. Now listen, Bernie, just one
nore time. | prom se.

43.



BERNI CE
Timmy is this some sort of prank.
Did the other carney’s put you up
to this, cause | don't think it’s
funny at all.

Timy just needs to believe this for hinself.

TI MW
No Bernie, no prank. | just need
you to pay attention one nore tine
and you' Il see if I'’mcrazy. | just

need you to sit right across from
me, put your hand to ny nouth and
not do anything el se, OK?

BERNI CE
Alright but this is the last tine
then I nust ask you to |eave.

TI MW
Fine. Now all | want you to do is
put your hand right up tight
agai nst ny nouth and repeat back to
me whatever | say, can you do that
for me Bernie?

BERNI CE
| suppose that sounds easy enough.

Ti mry pl aces her hand over his nmouth. He stares into her

eyes.

44.

There is nothing for about 5 seconds.. Then Tinmmy’'s voice

pops into Bernie’ s mnd.

(V.0)
Mary had a little lanb, little
little lanb. Mary had a
I

anb,
ittle | anb.

Berni ce renoves her hand, shocked at the dryness.

al nost speechl ess.. Al nost.

BERNI CE
Whose fl eece was white as snow.

TI MWY
Amazi ng!

The two of them stare at each other in disbelief.

She is
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BERNI CE
And what was that... Are you a
ventril ogui st now as well?

TI MW
I wish. | nmean just think of the
irony.

BERNI CE
Irony .. lrony in what?

TI MW

Now it all nmkes sense.

BERNI CE
What nmekes sense Timy, you' re not
maki ng any sense at all.

Tinmmy is oblivious to her question.

TI MW
O course, the stoner, the couple
today.. Louise. On Christ Louise,
no wonder she did that, |I’ve got to
expl ai n.

BERNI CE
Expl ain.. To Louise? Your Louise?
Ti my what are you ranbling on
about ?

Timmy tries to explain.

TI MW
Don’t you see, can't you see it,
it’s right there.

BERNI CE
What’ s right there, what is it

Ti mmy?
Timry runs out of the tent, he can’t tell her.. He can't tell
anyone.

He runs past the other tents, into an open space on the
beach.

TI MW
It can’t be, it doesn’t work that
way. Nobody can really read sonmeone
el se’ s thoughts.

CAN THEY?
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Ti my reaches into his pockets as he thinks, he feels the
penny in his pants.

Pulling the penny out of his pocket he stares at it.

TI MW
You, this is all your fault. My
life was going along fine until you
came along and then BAM It all
starts falling ap.

Timy stops in md sentence, holds the penny up to the sky.
TI MW
That’s it, that’s right. Everything
was fine until you showed up
Vll 1 don’t know how you did this.
Agai n | ooking at the coin.

TI MW
Christ | nust be crazy, talking to
a coin but it’s the only
expl anation | can think of.

Timy turns the coin over in his hand many tines over, trying
to decide if he truly is crazy.

He makes a deci sion.
TI MW

Vell if it’s true there’s only one

way to fix it, and if it’s not then

I"’monly out a penny.
Wth all his mght Timy cocks back his hand, penny cl enched
in his fist, and then uncoils it forward, heaving the penny
as far into the ocean as he possibly can.

TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER FOUR PENNY STOCKS

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BEACH - N GHT

The night tide brings waves back and forth onto the beach.

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BEACH - DAY

A man runs down the beach with his unleashed dog. The dog is
splashing in the water as it runs.
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The man stops for a rest and the dog continues to play. It
starts digging and retrieves a penny, the man notices a
little late, just after the dog swallows it.

EXT. BEACH - DAY - 2 DAYS LATER

Same dog is running again with it’s master. Man stops for a
breather, dog takes the tinme to vacate it’s bowels. A penny
cones out in it’'s waste.

EXT. BEACH - N GHT

Waves of the tide wash away excrenent fromthe penny, |eaving
it clean and exposed.

EXT. BEACH - DAY

A man in his twenties is walking the beach in a suit with his
pant legs rolled up, enjoying the noment. The water is up to
his shins. This is JOHN RYDELL

He conmes out of the water and steps on sonething in the sand.
Bendi ng over and digging out the object he notices it is a
penny. Holding it to the sunlight he bites down on it for a
second.

JOHN
Man, not a gold coin, just a stupid
penny.

He goes to throw the penny into the ocean, but at the |ast
second deci des against it.

He | eaves the ocean to gather his shoes and socks fromtheir
resting place on the beach.

As he puts his shoes on he places the penny into one of the
shoes before putting it on.

JOHN
There now | have real penny
| oafers, just like the old man
al ways tal ks about.

I NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - DAY
John is at his desk when his tyrannical boss, STANLEY

JACKSON, cones over to his cubicle. Stanley is in his 50 s,
bal di ng and quite heavy.
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STANLEY
Vel | Rydell, what do you have to
say for yourselfl?

JOHN
Sir?

STANLEY
I"mtold that you wasted your
entire lunch going out for alittle
stroll on the beach
Is that right, Rydell?

JOHN
Well sir | .. I, uh.

STANLEY
Christ man do you think the stock
mar ket stops while you're pissing
away one of the nost val uabl e hours
of the day.

John i s confused.

JOHN
Sir | don't think alit..

STANLEY
That’s just it Rydell. You don't
think. That’s why | just nade
anot her 500 dollars in the past
hour and a half while you nmade
what, not hi ng!?

John nutters, barely audible.

JOHN
| nmade a penny.

STANLEY
What, what’s that boy? Speak up
will you.
That’s what’s wong with you
Rydell, you're too timd, too
afraid to take a risk, you know,
pi ck a stock and see where it takes
you, even if it costs you 10 grand
on a flyer.
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JOHN
But that’s the kind of nobney you
have sir, | can only hope to nake

t hat kind of noney sir, under your
tutel age and wi sdom

Stanley is agitated.

STANLEY
And don’t be a kiss ass or a snart
aleck either. | don't know which

one you're trying to be but | don’t
like either so knock it off.

JOHN
Yes sir.

I NT. APARTMENT - N GHT

John enters his small, one bedroom apartnent overl ooking the
boardwal k. It is all he can afford on what Jackson pays him
but at least it has a great view

He slips off his shoes and crosses to the refrigerator. He
grabs a beer and slunps into the couch.

He seizes the renmpte and turns the T.V. to the business
channel .

CU. Tel evision showi ng a stock graph.

ANNOUNCER
And anot her tough day on Wal |l
Street unless you have the
experience to know when to buy
during these tunultuous tines. Wth
t hat ki nd of experience a man can
still turn atidy little profit if
he knows what stocks to pick.

John turns the T.V. off in frustration

JOHN
Yeah, yeah, | know. Now even the
television is sounding like the old
man.
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I NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - DAY

John is at his cubicle in the bullpen, trying to track any
stocks on his conputer that |ook Iike they may have
potenti al .

A d man Jackson conmes over to his cubicle.

STANLEY
Rydel |l 1’ ve been review ng the
nmonthly reports and | coul dn’t
bel i eve ny eyes, you haven't nade
any nmoney for ne at all this nonth.

JOHN
Well sir it’s been a tough nonth
for alnost all stocks, especially
financials and resources.

Jackson is not paying attention as he reads through the
reports.

STANLEY
And to nake matters even worse you
actually | ost me noney. How stupid
are you Rydell?

JOHN
Sir, I, I.. just...
STANLEY
Christ Rydell | could even train a

nonkey how to pick a decent stock
and you’ ve been here for what.. 6
nont hs now?

John bl ushes.

JOHN
Honestly it’'s closer to 9 nonths
now sir.

STANLEY
And you still haven’'t |earned how

to nmake any noney! Jesus man, what
is it going to take for you to
understand this business. | swear
I’ve known 10 year olds who could
pi ck stocks better than you.

( MORE)
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STANLEY( cont ' d)

I think you d be better off just

pi cki ng penny stocks and taking
your chances, |ooking for that one
bi g hone run.

JOHN
Sir | think that’s a little harsh
isnt it. | nean in today’'s world

with all the information out there

being able to cross the globe in 30
seconds there just aren’t that many
opportunities to find those hidden

gens any | onger.

Jackson doesn’t want to hear it. He glares at John.

STANLEY
Harsh.. Harsh? How ‘ bout | show you
harsh Rydell. | tell you what,

ei ther you make ne 25,000 doll ars
within the next 30 days or your ass
is out of here.

JOHN
But what will | tell ny uncle Ted.
You did make hima prom se sir.

STANLEY
That’s the problemw th your
generation Rydell, always thinking
about the easy way and that
sonmebody owes you sonet hi ng.
| prom sed your uncle |I would take
you under ny wing for a year and
teach you all about the stock
mar ket, hel p make both you and |
some noney in the process and
maybe, that’s right | said MAYBE
if you showed any potential at al
then I would | ook at keeping you

on.
JOHN

So | still have 3 nonths then don't

| ?

Just let ne dig in over the next
fewnonth's sir and | promse |1l
catch on and nake you sone noney.

STANLEY
What, maybe 5 or 10 grand over that
time. Then we’ |l be right back here

agai n.
( MORE)
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STANLEY( cont ' d)

Damm it Rydell | spent nore than
that on nmy m stress |ast nonth.
Listen my mind s nade up.. either
you produce 25 | arge over the next
30 days or you won’t have to worry
about what to tell your uncle. 111
be happy to explain to Ted how I
wasted nmy tine and noney on a
wort hl ess project like yourself.

JOHN
But sir I, I... just give ne a
little nore tine.

Jackson is defiant, he holds his hands up for John to stop.

STANLEY
And that’s the other problemwth
your generation, give you
everything you want but then when
you' ' re asked to actually work for
sonething it’s time to grovel
That’s it my mnd s nade up .. 30
days or you' re GONE!!

The ol d man straightens his posture, wal ks away rigidly.
John is left there sitting in his chair, speechless.

JOHN
Now what do | do?

A coupl e of associ ates from nei ghboring cubicles cone over to
consol e John, including his friend RYAN STCKES, who's a few
years ol der and has been with the firm about 2 years.

RYAN
Don’t |let himget you down buddy,
he was just as hard on ne when I
was getting started.

Anot her associate, CAROL SMTH, chines in as well.

CARCL
Prick!!

Thi s causes John to sm | e.
RYAN

Way don’t you tell us how you
really feel Carol?
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CARCL

That old man just gets nme so nad.
Every tinme there’s a newbie he just
get’s right in their face and let’s
t hem know he’s the smartest guy in
the room that they' Il never anount
to anything. It makes ne so nad |
coul d scream

Ryan produces a joint fromhis shirt pocket and flashes it to
his two co-workers.

RYAN
|’ ve got sonething that can cal m
you two down.. 1'd say it’'s break

tinme.

EXT. PARKI NG GARAGE - DAY

The 3 workers are assenbled in Ryan’s car sharing the doobie.
Ryan and John in the front seats, Carol in the back.

RYAN
Now that’s better, isn't it.
Not hi ng |i ke some fine weed to nake
your problens go away for a bit.

He offers the snoke to John, who takes a |ong drag.
JOHN

I guess | can always find another
job.. it probably won't pay as

well, but at least it won’t have
the old man to bark at ne every
day.

CARCOL

Wiy did you take this job anyway,
it's pretty obvious you don’t enjoy
it?

John thinks for a second before answering.

JOHN
After college |I kicked around for a
coupl e years, you know trying
different jobs, seeing if | |iked
anyt hi ng.

RYAN
What did you take in college, ny
man?



JOHN
Architectural History.

The ot her 2 | augh.

RYAN
Yeah cause it |eads to such great
careers, right?

Carol takes a drag off the joint.

The t hree

CAROL
What were you thinking, there's
nobody | know who has a degree |ike
t hat .

JOHN
I just knew I |iked buildings and I
ki nda’ thought it would be
i nteresting.

CARCL
And just | ook what a good job it’s
got you.

of them chuckl e.

JOHN
Vell, | guess it looks like it’'s
time to start polishing up the old
resune.

Ryan takes a long drag fromthe snoke.

I NT. JOHN

Carol guides John in the door,

Carol sets himdown on the couch

such as it

RYAN
Hey you’ve still got a nonth, you
never know.

S APARTMENT - N GHT

JOHN
Thanks for the ride honme Carol, |
guess I'mstill pretty buzzed.

is.

he’ s obvi ously stoned.

54.

| ooks around the place,
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CARCL
| see that old nman Jackson is
payi ng you just as well as he does
the rest of us, huh.

Carol hel ps John off with his shoes, the penny slips out and
she picks it up

She studies the coin for a second before placing it on the
cof fee table.

CARCL
Hey what’s this, | thought penny
| oafers were just an old wive's
tal e?

JOHN
Nah, they were actually quite
popul ar back in the old man’s timne.
I found that penny on the beach and
just thought that 1'd try and be
like the old man for a day or so,
maybe sone of his luck would rub
off on nme, you know.

Carol does her best inpression of Jackson.

CARCL
It’s not luck you jackass, you have
to have skill, brains and courage
to nmake noney in this business you
young punk.

John gives a | augh
JOHN

Hey you’'re funny, why don’t you
show any of this side at work?

CARCL
When they start letting us blaze up
at work, then you'll see nme like

this all the tine.

JOHN
Vell it’s a side of you that |
could really get to like.

He pulls her down to himand gives her a |ong passionate
ki ss. She responds equally for a nonent but then pushes away.
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CARCL
| don’t think so | over boy, nmomma
told nme never to m x business with
pl easure. And | don’t think I’ m
that stoned to not know the
di fference.

JOHN
Hey you’ ve got nothing to worry
about, we won’'t even be co-workers
a few weeks from now.

He noves up to her |evel, gives her another |ong kiss.

This tinme she doesn’t push away.

I NT. JOHN S APARTMENT - DAY

John wakes up in his bed and reaches over to the pillow
beside himbut it’s enpty, Carol has already left.

He gets up and | ooks around for a note but finds nothing.

John cl eans up, gets ready for work. As he’'s putting on his
shoes he notices the penny on the coffee table. He grabs it
but puts the coin in his pants pocket rather than his shoe
t oday.

I NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - DAY

John’s alone in the office, it’s early in the norning before
anyone else is scheduled to arrive.

He turns on his conputer to review yesterday’ s market news.

JOHN
There nust be something I'm
m ssi ng.

Mont age of John surfing through various markets, |ooking for
novenent of any stock that stands out fromthe rest.

After 20 mnutes or so John is totally frustrated. He runs
hi s hands through his hair and over his face in abject
failure.

JOHN
I may as well save himthe tinme and
just quit right now.
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After a couple of seconds of reflection though, he | ooks back
to his conputer.

JOHN
But I won’t even survive w thout
that extra 30 days pay.
And besi des maybe | can use the old
man’s tine and equipnent to find a
new j ob

Just as he turns his attention back to his conputer and is
about to enter a web site for enploynent opportunities he
notices a pop up.

CU. Bold ad that states: Are you |ooking for a stock that no
one el se has found yet? CLI CK HERE

John studies the box for a second, realizes that it can't
possibly hurt to try.

JOHN
What’'s the worst that could happen,
unl eash a virus that infects al
the old man’s systens?

Wth that he smles and clicks.

CU. Ad on his conputer screen conmes up for a stock he’ s never
even heard of before called SUN-EN

It is a conpany that prom ses to harness the energy of the
sun’s rays to create energy for a car wwth a uni que battery
that is exclusive to their conpany.

The stock is trading at 23 cents.

JOHN
What the hell, nmay as well waste a
few extra grand of the old man’'s

money.

John does a quick calculation at his desk.

JOHN
Let’'s see 20,000 shares at 23 cents
equal s 4600 dollars... hell let’s

round that up to an even 5 grand.

John reaches into his pocket and retrieves his coin. Staring
at it he takes a big gulp.
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JOHN
Hopeful Iy your 23 cent cousins can
hel p us out on this one.

He cl oses his eyes and submts the order.

I NT. KELLY'S BAR - N GHT

This is the | ocal bar where the traders go after work. It is
wel | appointed but loud, with tel evisions dotted throughout,
t hey’ re showi ng busi ness news channels from around the worl d.

John i s having sonme drinks with Carol, Ryan and a few ot her
traders.

CARCL
So have you nade the old man his
fortune today young man?

JOHN
Oh sure, today | must have nade him
at | east 5000 dollars.. Ch wait, no
|”ve got that wong. Today | threw
away 5000 of his dollars.

Ryan stands up and mimcs the old nman.

RYAN
That’s what’s wong with your
generation Rydell, | told you that

you’' ve got a nonth to make ne 10
grand and this is the way you
start, by pissing away 5gr?
That’s the problemw th your
generation Rydell, you do
everyt hi ng bass ackwards!!

The assenbl ed group | aughs.
JOHN
Hey, may as well go out with a bang
rat her than a whi nper.

In the corner of the rooma television is showing an article
that no one in the group notices.

CU. Tel evision screen showing the logo for SUN-EN over the
shoul der of the announcer.
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ANNOUNCER
And in a shocki ng devel opnent today
financial wizard and billionaire

JOSH STAFFORD has publicly endorsed
a small start up named SUN- EX
Cting unprecedented growth
potential Stafford announced that
he is personally backing this stock
with 1 mllion of his own dollars,

an announcenent which will have
traders flocking to this stock
t onor r ow.

I NT. BOARDROOM - MORNI NG

The traders are all gathered for their weekly neeting. There
are approxi mately 15 of them around the well|l appointed table.

Al seats are full save for the one at the end where Jackson
hol ds court.

RYAN
(To John)
| wonder what we can expect from
t he sernon on the nountain today?

JOHN
No doubt just another version of
how stupid we all are.

RYAN
And with only a few weeks left to
pester you he’ |l probably make sure

to shine a negative spotlight on
you again ny friend.

JOHN
Thanks for making nme feel better,
j ackass.

RYAN
No probl em

Jackson comes storm ng through the door, business journal
fol ded over and readi ng sonething in the headlines.

JOHN
Looks like he’s in great nood as
usual .
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Jackson takes his seat and throws the paper at his key
| ackey, TOM SNELLING Tomis a young man with a 3000 doll ar
suit, greased back hair and the | ook of a weasel.

The other traders all call him Snavely.

STANLEY
How did we miss something like this
Snavel .. | mean Snelling.

RYAN

Ni ce to see Snavely catching sone
of the old man’s wath today. Mybe
you' || be spared after all.

Jackson stands to address the crowd, he is very agitated.

STANLEY
I was just in the can pinching a
| oaf and catching up on the | atest
stock news before the neeting today
and | was readi ng about a new stock
that took off Iike a rocket.

A young trader yells out.

YOUNG TRADER
You nean the one Stafford is buying
up sir?

Jackson mimcs the young man.

STANLEY
You nean the one Stafford is buying
up sir? You re goddam right that’s
what |’ mtal king about!!
It just grinds nmy gears that | have
what are supposed to be 15 sharp
young minds in this room scouring
t hrough all kinds of stock reports
and news throughout the day and not
one of you could catch wind of this
and put a few of ny hard earned
dollars into sonething like this.

An anonynous voi ce can be heard.
ANONYMOUS
You're so smart why didn’t you
catch it old nman.

Jackson is over the top nmad now.
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STANLEY
Who the hell said that, show
yoursel f you coward.

He turns his attention to Ryan.

JACKSON
You there Stokes, you re always the
funny guy. Was it you, do you have
sonet hing to say?

Ryan turns red even though it wasn’'t himwho blurted out the
previ ous statenent.

RYAN
Uh.. Uh no sir, it wasn’'t nme, sorry
I mssed out on SUNNEN sir. I'm

sure it’s gonna be a w nner.

JACKSON
Gonna’ be a winner? For Christ’s
sake it was selling at 23 cents a
share and after Stafford waved his
magi ¢ wand at it the value is now
over 12 dollars a share with a
target price of 25.
Whi ch neans if one of you
superstars had have even taken a
chance with $1000 of ny nobney you
woul d have earned nme over 60g’s in
a day.

Snavely has been furiously going over a |arge conputer print
out .

He stands up excitedly.

SNELLI NG
SIR!

JACKSON
What is it Snelling, can’'t you see
" m not finished.

SNELLI NG
But sir, | think you should I ook at
this right away.

Jackson | eans over to see the report Tom has placed in front
of him Snelling points to a particular entry.
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As he is reading the report Jackson starts to smle a little,
the smle gets larger every second and then the smle is
erased by a full out |augh.

JACKSON
Vll 1’1 be dammed, one of you
| osers actually were ahead of the
curve on this one..and by ny quick
cal cul ati ons you’ve nade ne a
pretty profit of .. of..

Jackson | ooks to Snelling, the younger man does a quick
cal cul ation

SNELLI NG
It’s a profit of over a quarter
m |l boss.

Jackson i s downright beam ng now.

JACKSON
Now that’s what |’ mtal king about.
Now Snel ling who was this young
aggressi ve entrepeneur who just won
himor herself a week’s paid
vacation at ny villa in Mexico?

Snelling studies the report deeper.
He turns white

SNELLI NG
Uhh sir.. You' re, you re never
gonna’ believe it.

JACKSON
Now t here there Snelling, just
because it wasn’'t you doesn’t nean
anything to ne. I’ m sure whoever it
was probably took some good
tutel age fromyourself.

SNELLI NG
No sir it’s not that.. It’s just
that .. Well it’s just that..

The ol d man grows inpatient.

JACKSON
Come on Snelling just spit it out.

Snelling can’'t utter the name, he passes the report to
Jackson.
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He has highlighted the nane of the trader.

JACKSON
Well 1'll be a son of a bitch.
Snelling are you sure this is
correct, no chance of an error at
all?

SNELLI NG
Not a chance sir, people lie..
Nunbers don’t.

The trainers all | ook around at each other. No one seens to
be poised to take any credit at all.

JACKSON
Rydel I'!

John recoils, he knows that the old man is going to throw
this in his face.

The ol d man conmes over to Rydell’s chair.
Here it cones!!

JACKSON
And this ladies and gerns is how to
t ake a chance.
Stand up young man, take a bow,
you’' ve earned it.

John is shocked as he stands, he doesn’t renmenber ever
readi ng anythi ng about a stock naned SUN-EN and he certainly
woul d renmenber sonething that could nake himri..

The realization hits John as he shakes the old man’s hand.

JACKSON
Now cone on boy, don't be shy.
Pl ease tell the others how you were
able to find this needle in a
hayst ack.

John is speechl ess.

JOHN
Well 1.. | just.

Stanl ey pats the young man on the back.
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JACKSON
Too npdest to take the credit, huh.
Vll that’s K I'Il give it out to

you though, that’s sone fine piece
of work young fella’

JOHN
But just the other day you said..
You said..

Jackson interrupts with bravado.

JACKSON
What .. You took that seriously,
no, no you took it all wong. That
was just ny way of reaching you
down deep inside. You know get the
fear out of you, get you willing to
t ake a chance.

John’ s head is spinning.

JOHN
Yes sir, | mean thank you sir, |
nmean. .

JACKSON

Never m nd any of that now Rydell
et me take you out for a big
cel ebration |lunch. You deserve it.

The ol d man al nost picks John right up off the floor with a
bear hug and escorts himout of the boardroom

The other traders sit there in shock.

I NT. KELLY'S BAR - N GHT

John is surrounded by other traders, many of them
congratul ati ng hi mand buyi ng hi mdrinks.

There are many drinks.

JOHN
Hey thanks everyone but sl ow down
will ya, | can’t possibly drink al

of these.

Ryan grabs two bottles of beer fromthe table.
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Hey don’'t do sonething foolish

there bro, I can help you, just
keep ‘em com ng fol ks, keep ‘em
com ng.

JOHN
Sl ow down buddy, |’ m gonna’ have to

stay sonewhat vertical tonight. The
old man has ne coming in tonorrow
for a special one on one session
with him

CARCL
VWhat the hell does that nean?

JOHN
He said he wants ne to do it again.

RYAN
Do what again, pick another w nner
i ke SUN-EN. Christ once was hard
enough, you d think the old man
woul d be happy with the noney
you’' ve already nade him it’s nore
than 1’11 make over the next five
years.

Carol grabs John and gives hima kiss.

CARCL
Yeah but you're not the firm s new
gol den goose are you bub.

But can you just inmagi ne how
Snavely’s feeling right now? He' s
probably just shitting in his
boots, thinking of how this could
have happened.

JOHN
Wll at least the old man told ne
I"'moff the fired |list.

CARCL
Fired!! Christ he's ready to cal
you son. And if you do this one
nore time I'Il bet you he'll even
put you in his wll.

John gets sheepi sh
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JOHN
Ah I’msure this was just some dunb
luck. Aonce in alifetine thing
t hat cane ny way.

RYAN
| agree with the old man bro, quit
bei ng so nodest. Hell the best any
of the rest of us has ever done is
made hi m about 100 grand in a year
on our whole portfolio.
So cone on buddy, just between us
friends here at the table, why
don’t you share the wealth a little
bit and tell us your secret?

Agai n John turns red with enbarrassment. He can’t tell them
that he can’'t even renenber the nane of the conpany when he
subm tted the order

JOHN

Lets just have sone nore drinks,
shal I we.

I NT. JOHAN S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

John wakes up in his bed and sits up, he notices a naked
Carol lying next to him

Not wanting to wake her he slips out of bed and goes to the
bat hroom to get shower ed.
I NT. BATHROOM - MORNI NG

John has brought his clothes in to keep fromwaking Carol. He
puts on his suit and renmenbers sonet hi ng.

JOHN
My | ucky penny!
I NT. APARTMENT - MORNI NG

John gently nmakes his way around the bed to find the pants he
was wearing the previous night.

Despite his best attenpts he awakens Carol .
CARCL

(sl eepily)
Hey, what’'s up?
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John whi spers back to her.

JOHN
Not hi ng, | just forgot sonething I
need for today.

CARCL
Real |y, you're all dressed. You
| ook kinda’ handsone al ready.

JOHN
No it’s just something I like to
carry with ne.

CARCL
Li ke what, a good |uck charm or
sonet hi ng?

JOHN
Yeah, sonething |like that.

John pays a closer | ook at the young woman, he is struck by
how gorgeous she is even in the norning before getting made

up.

CAROL
What is it, what’'s wong.

JOHN
Oh it’s just you are so beautiful,
how did I get |ucky enough to find
you.

CARCL
Maybe it’s your lucky charm did
you find it?

John reaches over into the pocket of his pants. He feels
around for the coin.

JOHN
Yep, got it.

CARCL
Let nme see.

John is shy, he doesn’t want to produce the penny.

JOHN
Nah, nah | don’t think so.
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OCh cone on, | promise | won't

| augh.

Carol sits up and tickles John until
produci ng the penny.

CARCL

he opens his hand,

That’s it a penny. Hey is that the
same penny | pulled out of your

shoe the other night?

JOHN
The ot her night? Ch yeah,
was pretty wasted, huh.

guess |

CARCL

That woul d be an under st at enent .
JOHN

Yeah, | guess this is the one.

Don’t think I’ m superstitious or

childish or anything, OK

t’s just

that ever since |’'ve started
carrying this penny good things

have happened for ne.
Carol giggles.

CARCL
What ever floats your boat.

JOHN

So you're not going to tel
anybody, you don’t think it’s

ki nda’ strange.

CARCL

Doesn’t make a difference what |
think, if the helps you find the
confidence I know you have.. Wl
then that’s your business and your

busi ness al one.
John is touched by her kindness.

JOHN
That’ s sweet of you.

CARCL

No problem but hey.. How bout one

nore bit of luck for you

68.
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JOHN
VWhat’'s that?

CARCL
A good | uck ki ss.

She reaches over and ki sses him passionately.

JOHN
You're a better kisser than the
penny.

I NT. JACKSON S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

It is an expansive office with a | arge mahogany desk and a
huge | eather chair behind it. There are 2 snaller |eather
chairs placed in front of the desk. Many pictures of Jackson
with celebrities and kings of business adorn the room

Jackson is seated at one of the chairs when John wal ks in.

JACKSON
Johnny ny boy, nice to see you here
early. Maybe you are starting to
get the hang of this business.

JOHN
Sir?

JACKSON
Early bird gets the worm ny boy.
Now |l et’s cut the chatter and get
down to business. John | don’t know
how you did it the first tinme but
I”’m sure as hell hopeful you can do
it again.

JOHN
Yes sir.

Stanley rises fromhis chair, remains standing and notions
John to the other side of the desk.

JACKSON
Cone on young fella, why don’t you
try it right here in ny office.

John approaches the chair cautiously.
JACKSON

Come on boy, don’t be shy, sit
yoursel f down there.
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John sits in the chair, he alnbst sinks into the fine
leather. It’s like slipping into a furnished hot tub.

JOHN
Ahhh, that’s snpoth.

JACKSON
I know, and it’s heated and gives a
better back rub than a Swedi sh
masseuse.
Jackson adjusts a couple of dials on the chair.

It starts to emt a gentle hum

JOHN
Now t hat’s cl ass.

JACKSON
Get used to it ny boy, one nore
pick like the last one and I'1| get
you a chair just like this.

JOHN
Yes sir. That’d be great.

JACKSON
Vell like | said, enough of the
small talk, let’s get down to this

t hi ng.
John shifts uneasily in the chair.

Stanley turns on the conmputer and it talks to himin a male
Ger man voi ce.

COWPUTER
Hell o Stan, how are you this
nor ni ng?
Jackson | aughs.
JACKSON

Sone European voice recognition
software, isn't is great. Just a
security feature | added in case
anybody tried to get at ny personal
files. Sone stuff in there |

woul dn’t want the wife to see, if
you catch my drift.
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Stan, are you there? Conmputer |ock
down in 30 seconds.

JOHN
That' s cool .

COVPUTER
25, 24, 23...

JACKSON
It’s OK Franz, |'’mhere. Stan
Jackson, CEO of JTI Investnents at
t he con.

COWPUTER
Hell o Stan, | thought you weren’'t
there for a second. Beautiful day
out today isn't it?

The two nmen | ook outside at the bright sunlight.

JOHN
How does it know t hat?

Jackson | aughs agai n.

JACKSON
Sone sort of Al or sone bullshit, I
don’t know. Snelling had me buy
into this conpany, doing alright as
a stock | guess but nothing,
nothing like you did with SUN-EN. |
have to tell you |l tip nmy hat to
you on that one again son.

JOHN
Sir?

JACKSON
I had Snelling go back through the
records. It seens that he and at
| east 3 of the other top traders in
the firmhad investigated it but
felt it wasn’t ever going to anount

t o anyt hi ng.
JOHN
They' re pretty smart guys sir. |I'm

sure they had their facts down and
their reasons for passing.
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I"’msure they did as well but facts
and reasons don’t buy ne anot her
Bentl ey for ny collection.
Money does however, and you just
made ne a shit | oad.
So come on now Johnny, one nore
time, can you find me a good one?

JOHN
"1l try sir.

Jackson addresses the conputer.

JACKSON
Hey listen Franz, |1’ m gonna’ |et
sonmeone else play with you a little
bit today, is that OK?

COWPUTER
Yes Stan, please have the person
say sonething so | can obtain a
voi ce print.

JOHN
Cool !

COVPUTER
I need nore than that Stan. Pl ease
have the respondent say a sentence.

JOHN
Oh sorry. UH UH .. Mary had a
little | anb whose fl eece was white
as snow.

COWPUTER
And everywhere that Mary went the
| anb was sure to go

JOHN
That’' s awesone.
COVPUTER
That’'s all | need Stan, voice

inmprinted. But could | get a nane
pl ease to register to the voice
si gnat ure.

JOHN
John, John Rydel |

72.
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COVPUTER
Thank you John John Rydel .

St anl ey chuckl es as John turns red.

JOHN
No it’s just John. John Rydell.

COVPUTER
Thank you agai n John John Rydell.
What would you like to do this
nor ni ng?

John doesn’t try to correct the conputer again.

JOHN
Computer let’s try the European
mar kets shall we.

COWPUTER
Wul d you like to call ne Franz as
wel | John John Rydel | ?

JOHN
No, no thanks. Conputer wll do
fine.

COWPUTER
Very wel |, European markets open.

Is there a certain market you woul d
like to ook at in particular.

John hesitates, he can’'t think of anything, there is a 15
second span of silence.

Jackson is staring at John
COWPUTER
Are you there John John Rydel|?
Computer | ock down in 30 seconds.

Jackson reassures John by patting himon the back.

JACKSON
It’s alright Johnny, just take your
tinme.

COWPUTER
22, 21 20 ..

John snaps out of it.
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JOHN
Ok, sorry about that conmputer.
Pl ease take me to the Italian
mar ket s.

COVPUTER
Italian markets it is. Italian
markets are currently trendi ng down
and have been for sone tinme now.
Are you sure you would like to
continue on this path John John
Rydel | ?

Stanl ey belts out a | arge | augh.

JACKSON
Told you he was smart, sonetines
infuriating though.

JOHN
No thank you conputer. Could you
pl ease take me to the English Stock
Exchange.

COWPUTER
Ri ght away John John Rydell.
Engli sh Stock Exchange index is
currently down 30 points and has
been sliding for 3 days now due to
gl obal fiscal policy for the
nation.

JOHN
Damm!

Jackson is starting to get a little concerned.

JACKSON
What’ s wrong ny boy, | thought
you' d be better prepared for this.

John starts to panic, he's about to be nmade out to be a fraud
by the old man. He doesn’t know what to do.

In frustration he tries to buy sone tine.

JOHN
No sir | am prepared but | forgot
nmy books at ny desk.

JACKSON
Fine, fine. 1'lIl have someone go
get themfor you
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John thinks quickly.

JOHN
But sir there’s no one el se here
yet. 1’1l go get them

John starts up out of the chair but the old man pushes him
back down.

JACKSON
No I'Il go. You stay here and try
again to get started. Maybe you’l
t hi nk of somet hing while I’ m gone.

John is deflated but at least it gives hima couple of
m nutes to think of sonething else.

JOHN
Yeah, | mean yes sir, that woul d be
gr eat.

Jackson takes his |eave and John let’s out a huge sigh.

JOHN
Now what the hell am | going to do?

He reaches into his pocket for the penny.

Retrieving it he sets it on the desk by the nonitor and asks
for it’s help.

JOHN
Pl ease please if you have any power
at all help ne figure out sonme sort
of stock to buy like you did
bef ore.

COWPUTER
John John Rydell did you just ask
me for hel p?

JOHN
No computer, | was just talking to
ny penn. .

COWPUTER

Your pen John John Rydell. Wy
woul d you be tal king to your pen?
Does it respond to you? May | talk
to your pen as well?

John involuntarily begins to | augh. He realizes how stupid it
nust be, even to a conputer.
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JOHN
No computer | was just talking
nmet aphorically. Nowif | could just
get you to pick the next big stock
I’d be out of this ness.

COVPUTER
Are you asking ne for ny help John
John Rydel | ?

JOHN

You' d help ne?

COWPUTER
Wiy certainly, it’s what | was
built for. Except that ponpous ass
Stanl ey never |lets ne do anything
but hi s bidding.

JOHN
And you’'re sure you can help ne?

COVPUTER
Absol utely John John Rydel .

CU. COVPUTER MONI TOR

The conputer starts running at super speed, flashing many
di fferent stock synbols and cal cul ati ons.

This takes only about 10 seconds.
COWPUTER
Recomrendat i on conpl ete, woul d you

like to hear it now John John
Rydel | ?

John sits back deep into the chair, he’ s in shock

JOHN

What the hell just happened?
COWPUTER

| conputed your request. | have 3

suggest ed purchases, based on how
much noney you would like to
acquire in howlong a tine frane.

JOHN
How about a mllion dollars over
t he next week.

The computer again runs sone cal cul ations.
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COWPUTER
For the specifics you nmentioned the
only stock that would make | ogical
sense i s TRI GAR | NVESTMENTS. Thi s
conmpany has been working with
wor | dwi de space agenci es towards
sending the first manned vehicle to
the planet Mars. From all
i ndi cations and fi nanci al
predictors this will be able to be
announced in the next 2-3 days John
John Rydel I.

JOHN
You' re shitting me.

COWPUTER
I do not know that phraseol ogy John
John Rydell. Wuld you like to
place this order, it will cost
50, 000 dollars to make the return
you had suggested in the tine frane
you i ndi cat ed.

John sits back into the chair, he doesn’'t know what to do.
Spendi ng 5000 of the old man’s noney was fine, but 50 G and?
On sone science fiction!! John doesn't think so.

JACKSON
(fromthe hall outside)
Johnny | found a bunch of books but
I don’t know which one is your
not es.

Hearing the old man’s voice startles John and snaps hi m back
to attention. He forgot all about him

John excitedly pronpts the conputer to action

JOHN
Pl ace the order!!

COWPUTER
Order pl aced.

Jackson has now entered the room He' s juggling many
di fferent books.

JACKSON
Didn’t you hear nme young fella ?
I didn’t know which books you neant
so | brought a bunch, now let’s get
down to busi ness.
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JOHN
No need sir, |’ m done.

Stanl ey | ooks at himin amazenent.

JACKSON
Done, but | was only gone a couple
of mnutes. | wanted you to show ne

how your thought process worked.

JOHN
Sorry sir, but | hope you'll be
pl eased with the results.

I NT. BOARDROOM - DAY

It’s been 2 days since John’s order was placed. There has
been no significant novenent on TRI GAR | NVESTMENTS. In fact
it has lost 2 dollars per share, thus costing half the

i nvest ment .

Stanley is holding court about the way to do busi ness.
He is not happy about the | oss.

JACKSON
And you young pups shoul d know t hat
fromnow on either Snelling or
nysel f have to approve any trade
over 10,000 doll ars.

Ryan | eans over to address John.

RYAN
Thanks for this bro . It'’s like I'm
back in grade school again.

Jackson notices the two young nen tal king. He overhears the
coment .

JACKSON
And that’s right you young punk, it
IS all Rydell’s fault. Christ I
gave himthe chance to nmake nme sone
noney after his fluke pick. | even
t ook hi munder ny wi ng and was
willing to give himny tutel age and
this is the thanks | get, 25 G and
flushed right down the toilet.
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JOHN
But | nade you over 200,000 on ny
| ast trade.

Jackson i s enraged now.

JACKSON
I don’t care how nuch you made ne
on your last trade. That’s the
probl emwi th your generation. You
youngsters need to know the world
isn"t kind, I don’'t care how nuch
you made ne before. | need to know
what you’ ve done for nme lately..
And | ately Rydell you ve |ost ne
big tine.

An out of breath Snelling comes bolting into the room
carrying a newspaper

He rushes over to Jackson

JACKSON
Snel | i ng where have you been, this
neeting started 15 m nutes ago.

Snel ling doesn’t say a word. He hands Jackson the paper and
grabs a renote control fromthe | arge table.

A large television screen drops down fromthe ceiling and
conmes to life.

JACKSON
What is this Snelling, how dare you
interr..

Snelling points to the tel evision.

SNELLI NG
Just watch sir.

The television is on a business station. The anchor is
tal ki ng excitedly.

ANCHOR
And with this annoucnenmet of TRI GAR
| N\VESTMENTS' deal with 5 of the
wor | ds | eadi ng space progranms, this
stock is set to soar. Also
announced today is the purchase of
49 percent interest of the conpany
by Josh Stafford.

( MORE)
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ANCHOR( cont ' d)
This could |l ead the stock to record
unpr ecedent ed gains.
Snelling turns the tel evision off and whi spers to Jackson.

Jackson starts to beam

JACKSON
Vell 1’1l be damed!
The traders all | ook around the room at each ot her.
JACKSON
Johnny ny boy, you’ ve done it

agai n.

The room breaks into a appl ause and then a spontaneous
st andi ng ovati on.

Jackson shakes John’ s hand.

JACKSON
Johnny ny boy, | nmust say |I had ny
doubts but you know what they say.

JOHN
Sir?

JACKSON
Once is a fluke, twice is a trend.

I NT. KELLY'S BAR - N GHT

John is once again surrounded by drinks and he is constantly
bei ng brought nore to the table that he, Carol and Ryan are
shari ng.

JOHN
(raising a gl ass)
A guy could get used to this.

CARCL
John do you know i f you had of nmade
t hose trades for yourself you could
have made a fortune by now

RYAN
Yeah bro’ why don’t you take sone
of that comm ssion Jackson paid you
and make your own trades?

John ponders for a second. He reaches into his pants pocket,
feeling for his coin.
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Finding it he smles and responds.

JOHN
I just mght do that.

Snel | i ng approaches the table carrying a huge bottle of
chanpagne.

JOHN
Hell o Tom slumm ng tonight are
you?

Snel ling takes in the surroundings as he nakes room at the
table for hinself.

SNELLI NG
I guess | better get used to it if
I”’mgoing to be working for you
NOW.

RYAN
| don't get it.

Snel ling gives the group an incredul ous | ook.

SNELLI NG
Oh cone on, you just know that
after those two stunts Rydell here
pul led he’' Il be the new gol den
goose around the office. How | ong
have you worked for the old man.

JOHN
| guess | never thought of that.

Snel I i ng nocks John.
SNELLI NG
| guess | never thought of that.

Vell enjoy it while you can wonder

boy.
RYAN
Sour grapes old nan?
SNELLI NG
No, no worries. |I'msure as soon as

the old man tires of his new toy,
or as soon as the noney train goes
off the rails I'll be right back by
the ol d bastard s side.
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The group is interrupted by a young trader who | ooks barely
ol d enough to drive. The young man is clearly excited.

YOUNG MAN
Hey did you guys hear?
JOHN
Hear what ?

The young man i s al nost junping out of his skin.

YOUNG MAN
Runor has it Josh Stafford is in
town, he’s supposed to be paying
bl ackj ack for a mllion dollars a
hand.

RYAN
If I had that guy’s noney |1’d play
for 10 tines that.

YOUNG MAN
Well a group of us are gonna go
over there and see if it’s true or
not .
Hey, you guys wanna' cone al ong?

JOHN
Nah, if it’s true I'msure it’s
al ready packed and we couldn’t even
get a glinpse of himanyway. Maybe
[l just wait for ny private
audi ence with him

The group | aughs and returns to their drinks.

I NT. APARTMENT - N GHT

John cones into the dark apartnent alone, Carol deciding to
stay the night at her own apartnent.

John turns on the light as he enters and is shocked to see a
| arge burly man standing 5 feet in front of him He goes to
grab a basebal| bat by the door but another man grabs him
and twi sts his arm behind his back.

JOHN
Christ that hurts. Listen take
anything you want, | don’t have any

noney or drugs though. Please don’t
hurt me.



83.

A stranger’s voice cones froma corner of the room

STRANGER
Now |’ m sure that won’t be
necessary M Rydell. Boys why don’t
you bring the young man over so he
can see all of his intruders.

The voice is famliar, John knows he's heard it before, he
just can’t place where.

JOHN
| told you I don’t have any nobney
or drugs. I'mjust a struggling

trader trying to make ends neet.

STRANGER
Now don’t be so nodest M Rydell. |
happen to know you’ ve just nade
quite a | arge sum of noney based on

ny picks.

JOHN
Your picks.. | picked those nys..

As the 2 nen put Johnny into the strangers view it makes
sense why the voice is so famliar. An older man in a perfect
10, 000 dollar suit and perfectly coiffed hair sits in front

of him

John is speechless in front of Josh Stafford.

JOSH
Firstly M. Rydell let ne apol ogize
for our intrusion, it’s just that
t he paparazzi really do seemto be
| urki ng everywhere these days and |
did want our neeting to be private,
t hough possibly not this
cl andesti ne.

The brui sers | oosen their hold of John.

JOHN
Yeah wel |l you’ ve got a funny way of
show ng your apol ogi es.

JOSH
Oh you nean these two. They're here
for me in case sonme psycho deci des
to nmake a threat on ne.
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JOHN
O to nmake a threat for you.

The two | arge nen | augh.

JOSH
Agai n ny apol ogies but |et me cut
right to the chase M. Rydell. | am

a man who has, oh I don’'t know how
to say it properly, let’s just say
cultivated a reputation in the
tradi ng conmunity for being
somewhat of a sage.

JOHN
Now t here’s an under st at enent.

JOSH
Vel | thank you for the conplinent.
That being said | amnot willing to
share nmy laurels and plaudits with

any ot her.
A confused | ook crosses John’s face.

JOHN
I don’t understand.

JOSH
Neither do |I. | don't understand
how a trader who has nmade | ess than
1000 dollars a nonth for his firm
has suddenly hit upon two gol dm ne
pi cks that | have been studying for

nont hs.
JOHN
Just lucky | guess.
JOSH
"’ m sure luck has nothing to do
with it. But no matter. | came here

tonight with an offer for you, one
I hope you cannot refuse.

John stares at the man in front of him fear starting to
creep upon himas he surveys the situation.

JOHN
An offer | can’t refuse? Listen
you're starting to scare ne.

Josh starts to |augh, the two bodyguards join in.
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JOSH
M. Rydell, | think you’ ve perhaps
seen too many novies. | prom se you

it is avery civilized and generous
offer I will be naking to you
t oni ght .

John starts to let his guard down.

JOHN
So what, you want to offer ne a job
or sonething. Sonething to help you
make some noney?

Josh again laughs, this tine quite violently.

JOSH
My dear boy | believe you actually
may be lucky after all because I
just don’t think you re that
observant. Renenber | said that I
didn’t want to share the spotlight
of ny picks with anyone, well, |
nmeant it.

JOHN
I don’t understand, | thought you
said you weren’t going to hurt ne.

Josh nods to one of the bruisers, who then | eaves the room
JCOSH
Once agai n dear boy, enough of the
mel odr amati c.

The bodyguard re-enters the roomcarrying a |large bl ack
suitcase. He places it in Josh’s |ap.

Josh opens it up to ook at the contents and then spins the
case for John’s perusal.

There is nore noney in the case than John could expect to
earn in 10 lifetines.

JOSH
10 M1 1i on.

JOHN
Dol | ars?

JOSH

That’s right ny boy. And it’s all
yours with just one condition.
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JOHN

Condi ti on, what condition?
JCOSH

VWell as | said earlier, | don't

know how you were able to mrror ny
pi cks and quite frankly, | don't
care. But | don't want it to ever
happen again so | amwlling to
trade you this stipend for the
prom se that you will never pick
anot her stock agai n.

John cannot keep fromstaring at all that noney in the case.
JOSH
Captivating isn't it, like a noth
to the flame.

Josh snaps the case cl osed.

JOSH
M. Rydell this is a one tine
opportunity and when | | eave the

offer | eaves with ne.

JOHN
And if | refuse?

JOSH
Wll then let’s just say that you
may want to | ook over your shoul der
at any given tinme. You never know
when the nost unlikely of accidents
could befall you or soneone cl ose
to you, perhaps a girlfriend or
best friend.

John i s scared again.

JOHN
| thought you said you woul dn’t
hurt anyone.

JOSH
I’ mnot saying that | woul d. Look
M. Rydell, why don’t you just
agree tony little offer here, 1’11
| eave the case and we’'ll part
conpany, what do you say?
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JOHN
And | just have to stop trading,
that's it.

JOSH
Sinple isn’'t it. | nust say that

you could provide a lovely life for
your lady friend and perhaps your
friend M. Stokes as well. You see
| wouldn’t want you to give him

i nformati on and then have hi m make
trades on your behal f.

John’s mind is racing.

JOHN
But what do | say to A d Man
Jackson when 3 of his traders al
| eave, where do | say all this
noney cones from how do I explain
anyt hi ng.

Josh chuckl es.

JOSH
My dear boy, | have included
instructions on the bottomof this
case on how to transfer the noney
into sonme | ovely of fshore accounts
and given you the contact of one of
nmy nost trusted bankers to help you
with the transaction. She w ||
avail herself to you at ny expense.

Josh stands up to | eave.

JOHN
Now M. Rydell, can | assunme we
have a deal and our business here
is finished?

He opens the case again, shows John the noney one nore tine,
closes it and places it in John's hands.

JOSH
Goodbye M. Rydell and have a nice
life.

Josh and hi s bodyguards vacate the apartnent |eaving John
standi ng t here dunbf ounded.

He makes a phone call.



88.

JOHN

Hey it’s ne you re never gonna’

bel i eve what just happened.
EXT. H GHWAY - DAY
A convertible is travelling the highway that runs al ongsi de
t he ocean.
I NT. CONVERTI BLE - DAY
Seated at the wheel is Ryan. John and Carol are in the
backseat enjoying the view There are panphlets show ng sone

of the greatest buildings fromall around the world.

Suddenly John bolts upright.

JOHN
Stop the car!

RYAN
What ?

JOHN

Stop the car.
Ryan pulls over and John | eads Carol out of the car.
RYAN
Hey bro, we’ve got to be at the
airport in a half hour.

JOHN
This'Il only take a second.

John | eads Carol down to the beach

CARCL
What are we doi ng here?
JOHN
| al nost forgot.
CARCL
Forgot what, what are you talking

about ?

John reaches into his pocket, extracts the penny.
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JOHN
I think soneone el se should have a
chance as wel |

Carol smles and nods.

CARCL
How about a kiss for |luck for our
friend here?

John hol ds out the coin to Carol’s pursed lips. She gives the
penny a little peck.

John throws the coin far down the beach

TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER FOUR A PENNY SAVED IS A PENNY EARNED

EXT. BEACH - DAY

A couple of 10 year old kids are playing football on the
beach. One of them m sses a pass and goes to retrieve the
bal | out of the sand.

As he grabs the football he notices a portion of a penny in
t he sand.

CHI LD
Cool .

OTHER CHI LD
Hey what’s that?

CHI LD
Just a penny.

I NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

The 10 year old conmes into the bedroom and takes off his
clothes to change into his pyjamas. He enpties the coins from
his pants into a jar on his dresser.

A voice calls out from downstairs.

FEMALE (O S.)
Ti me for bed.

CH LD
Ah nom just a few m nutes of video
ganmes pl ease.



90.

FEMALE (O S.)
Fi ve m nutes then bed.

CU. CLOCK READI NG 9: 15

The boy starts to play video ganmes. 3 minutes real tine goes
by.

FEMALE (O. S.)
Bedti ne.

CHI LD
5 nore mnutes... Pl ease

FEMALE (O S.)
Don’t make ne conme up those stairs
young nan.

The child throws down the video gane controller in
frustration, turns off the system

He makes his way to the bed, turning off the [ights on his
way there.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

The child wakes up and hurriedly gets dressed. He grabs sone
change fromhis jar, including the penny and | eaves the room
I NT. CONVENI ENCE STORE - DAY

The child is Iooking at all the different candy bars, he
| ooks for about 20 seconds before making his selection.

He drops the chocol ate bar onto the counter where the clerk
scans it.

CLERK
1.59 pl ease.

The child reaches into his pocket and pulls out a handful of
change to pay for the candy.

The penny falls on the floor.

CHAPTER FI VE: PENNY SLOTS
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I NT. CONVENI ENCE STORE - DAY

A man in his 30's conmes into the store, he buys a pack of
snmokes. As he is |leaving the counter he notices a penny on
the floor, he reaches down and pockets it.

TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER FI VE - PENNY SERENADE

I NT. CHEAP CASI NO - NI GHT

This part of the casino is not too full at this tinme of
night, it is the penny slots section of the casino.

For the nost part the only people that end of playing here
are the octogenarians and the poor souls who | ost everything
el se playing the nore expensive ganes of chance.

LUCY THOWPSON, a uniforned drink maiden in her 20°s with a
weat hered face, blonde hair tied up in a bun and a fairly
good body under her too tight uniform approaches a machi ne
where the man fromthe convenience store is seated. Beside
himis a very attractive wonan in a gorgeous outfit.

Lucy notes they are definitely out of place.

LUCY
You fol ks sure you need to play
here, may | suggest you m ght be
better off in another part of the
casi no?

The man gets angry.

MAN
What makes you think we don’t want
to play here? Just because we |ike
to play the pennies, doesn’t nean |
lost all my other noney you know.

Way don’t you just do your job and
take our drink order?

The wonman across the table blushes in enbarrassnent.

WOVAN
Frank can we just get out of here
pl ease, |I’msure you're

enbarrassing the young | ady.. |
KNOW you’ re enbarrassi ng ne.
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The man gets livid.

MAN
So now you’'re on her side, | should
have known. Al you bitches stick
up for each other

LUCY
I"’mso sorry sir, | didn’'t nean
anything, | was just trying to

break the ice. Now would you Iike
to order sonething fromthe bar
it’s on ne.

MAN
So now | need your fucking charity,
| don’t god damm think so.

By now ot her patrons of the area have started to notice the
conmot i on.

The attractive woman again tries to intervene. She reaches
over to touch the man’s arm

WOVAN
Pl ease, you’'re causing a scene.

MAN
Get off me bitch, Jeff said you
were awesone in bed but I don't
gi ve a dam.
Just shut your nouth and stay out
of this.

The young woman gets up and runs out.

LUCY
|’mso sorry sir.

The veins in the man’s head are poppi ng.

VAN
Now | ook what you did skank

He stands up and dunps out the remaining pennies fromhis
bucket of coins as he starts to |leave. After a few feet he
stops and turns around, realizing there is still one penny in
t he cup.

He heads straight for Lucy.

She braces for the assault.
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The man gets to within a foot of her and reaches into the
contai ner. He produces the penny and shoves it into Lucy’s
bra.

MAN
That’ s what you deserve for your
service bitch

The man storms out and Lucy extracts the coin from her chest,
puts it in her change pouch and starts to cry.

I NT. CASINO - NI GHT

A half hour later. Lucy is returning to normal. She’'s
carrying drinks on a tray when an extrenely handsome man
crosses her path, probably taking a shortcut to the high
rollers tabl es.

He gives her a long smle, she blushes inadvertently.

Lucy delivers her drinks and goes back to the enpl oyees area.
As she’s taking a |oad off her feet another waitress cones
running into the kitchen.

VI OLET JONES is an ol der worman with a | arge belly pushi ng out
of her dress. It is extremely obvious she has |ived hard.

VI OLET
Holy shit Luce, you' re never gonna’
bel i eve this.

LUCY
What are you tal ki ng about girl?

Vi ol et shoves an envel ope into Lucy’ s hands, it contains sone
noney.

VI CLET
Holy shit, there’s 200 bucks in
t here.

LUCY
Wiere'd you get this Vi, did you

find it on the floor? You ve got to
give this to a pit boss before
you're in big trouble, sone

cust oner probably dropped it.

VI CLET
Just cal mdown there M ss Paranoid,
it's for you.



LUCY
For ne.. From who? \Wat do you
mean?

Violet takes Lucy by the shoul ders and | eads her
corner.

VI OLET
If you'll just shut up and listen
I’1l be happy to tell you what

happened.

Now, just take a couple of breaths
to collect yourself.

Lucy does as instructed.

VI OLET
There that’s better, now did you
happen to see that gorgeous
creature that wal ked out a couple
of m nutes ago?

Lucy takes no tinme to respond.

VI OLET
6FT 2, Dark hair, gorgeous eyes, a
smle youd kill for.
Vi ol et chuckl es.
VI OLET
X you noti ced.
LUCY
Wiy, what’'s the difference?
VI CLET
That guy left this envel ope for
you.
Lucy is amazed.
LUCY
For ne, how do you know?
VI CLET
Oh let’s see.. let me think for a
little bit.. Onh hey I’ve got it.
It’s because he asked ne to nake

sure | give this envelope to the
pretty blonde girl.
( MORE)

into a

94.
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VI OLET(cont ' d)

It seens he noticed sone guy giving
you a hard tine and thought you
coul d use sonething to pick you up

Lucy | ooks at the noney.

LUCY
That’ s sone pick nme up
VI OLET
He said you could call it danger

pay.

I NT. LUCY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Lucy’s apartnent is along the boardwal k, it is nore than she
could possibly afford on a waitress’ salary but her
grandparents had |l eft her sone noney a couple of years ago
when t hey passed away, telling her to nake sure she lived in
a good part of town.

Lucy sits down on her sofa and takes the envel ope out of her
uni form Counting the noney she notices a note under the
bills.

CU. NOTE: IT READS -- No one deserves to be treated |ike
that, particularly a pretty girl like yourself. If you would
like to be treated the way you should, give ne a cal

TOM 555-1246

LUCY
| don't think so, not with the kind
of guys | attract.

Lucy turns on the television to glance at the | ate night news
before going to bed. She enpties the contents of her tip
pouch onto the coffee table in front of her. Assorted bills
and coins fall over the table.

Noti ceably different fromthe other noney is the single penny
t hat the asshol e shoved at her. Lucy picks it up.

LUCY
A penny that turned into a couple
hundred bucks, now that’s a good
deal . Truly.. a lucky penny.

Lucy notices out of the corner of her eye a handsone man on
the tel evision, she | ooks closer.

It is the man fromthe restaurant and he is doing the weather
report on the l[ate night news.
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LUCY
vell 1’11 be.

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BOARDWALK- DAY

Lucy is whistling while she wal ks al ong the boardwal k. It’s a
beauti ful day, the sun is shining and nothing could possibly
make it any better.

Lucy notices a honeless man at his regul ar perch on the
boardwal k and sm | es as she approaches him

HOVELESS MAN
Oh hi Juicy Lucy

LUCY
H Honel ess John

HOVELESS MAN
| told you nmy nanme’ s not John
But how are you today Juicy Lucy,
can you spare sonme change?

The honeless nan let’s out a cackle, it turns into an
enbarrassi ng coughi ng attack.

Lucy sinply sm |l es.

LUCY
I tell you what, I'min such a good
nood today | believe |I can spare a
l[ittle nore than usual

Lucy opens her purse and gets out her change purse. She
enpties the contents into his enpty cup and turns to | eave.

After a few feet a worried | ook cones over her face.

LUCY
OH SH T!

She hurriedly runs back to the honel ess man and grabs his
cup.

HOVELESS MAN
Hey give that back, that’s not
fair.

LUCY

Sorry honel ess John, you can have
everyt hi ng except...
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She digs her fingers around in his cup until she finds her
prey.

Jubi lantly displaying the penny to the honel ess man, she
fini shes her sentence.

LUCY
Except for TH' S

The honel ess man grabs the cup back fromher with a grow. He
starts counting the coins in the cup and nunbling.

HOVELESS MAN
I ndi an gi ver.

I NT. CASINO - N GHT
Lucy i s working 40 nmachi nes, very busy.
Viol et comes over to her

VI OLET
Hey hon, can you take 1 nore bank?

LUCY
Geez Vi, you ve only got 2 rows and
I"’mbusting ny hunp with 4. Can’'t
you deal with it?

Vi ol et chuckles as she swivels Lucy’s head to the machines in
guesti on.

VI OLET
OK, but you were specifically
request ed.
Seated at a penny slot, pouring coins by the handful, is the

man fromthe other night. He is in his 30's, dressed in an
expensive suit and not even |ooking at the display as he
cranks the arm of the machine.

LUCY
Oh man, do you know he’s on T.V?

Vi ol et shakes her head.
VI CLET

No wonder he could afford the 2
bills.
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LUCY
Thanks for the heads up Vi, | wll
definitely make the time for this

one.

Lucy nmakes her way over to the handsonme man. She’'s a little
flustered as she speaks.

LUCY
Hello Sir, may | take your order
what can | get you to drink?

TOM TRESWALD, weat herman for T.V Station WPZ, |ooks up from
his nenu to answer Lucy’s query.

He has the bluest eyes Lucy has ever seen.

TOM
Ah, so you sunmoned up the courage
to cone over and neet ne,
madenvoi sel | e.

LUCY
Excuse ne.

TOM
| see that the other naiden has
informed you that | requested you,
yes?
O did |l just get lucky and get the
chance to gaze at your |oveliness
t hr ough happenst ance?

Lucy blushes a crinson red.

LUCY
No, no she told nme. But why would
you want ne to wait on you?
And why would YOQU be hitting on ME
when you coul d probably have any
woman you wanted. Don’t you think
you' re kinda overqualified to be
stuck here with the | osers?

Now Tom bl ushes.

TOM
Are you a |loser to be stuck working
inthis area mlady?

LUCY
Vel |, duhhh!
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The two of them share a | augh.

TOM
How clunmsy of ne, allow nme to
i ntroduce nyself to you. My nanme is

Tom Treswal d, | do the weat her over
at W PZ

LUCY
| know who you are, | nean | ran

across one of your broadcasts the
ot her night. Matter of fact it was
the same night you left ne that big
tip.

I’mglad you nade the tinme to cone
in so |l could thank you in person.

TOM
It was no trouble at all mlady, I
had seen how that ignorant oaf
treated you, or rather | should
say, M Streated you

LUCY
Wl | again that was very nice of
you, and nuch too big of atip to
give for something Iike that, those
ki nds of things happen all the tine
inthis line of work.

One section of Lucy’'s hair has cone |oose and fallen
partially out of it’s bun while they have been tal king.

Tom noti ces.

TOV
Al | ow ne.

He gently reaches up towards Lucy' s face and takes the hair
gingerly in his hands as he tucks it back into place.

TOM
There, that's better.

Lucy get’s weak in the knees, she al nbst faints.

LUCY
Thank you.

TOM
Not a problem ny dear
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LUCY
So did you deci de?

Tom feigns thought for a second.

TOM
And what woul d you recomrend?

LUCY
Oh everything s pretty good around
here, but I'd stay away from
anything they can water down pretty
good.

Tom | ets out a | augh.

TOM
Wel| that's definitely stricken
fromthe choices. Listen .. Un,

Lucy points to her nanme badge.

LUCY
Lucy.
TOM
Ah yes Lucy, well listen Lucy, as

good as the drinks nost certainly
are here | really only came by this
eveni ng for one reason.

You see | have a | arge dinner party
coming up in 2 weeks and | wondered
if you would be willing to be ny
escort.

Lucy turns red with anger.

LUCY
ESCORT!
Listen Mster | don’t know what
ki nd of place you think this is but
| amjust a hostess, that’s all. |
don’t do those kinds of things. You
shoul d go over to Dancing Diva's
across the road if you’'re | ooking
for sonmething like that.

She turns to walk away in a huff.

Tom gently grabs her arm
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TOM
Oh | amso sorry, | didn't nean an
ESCORT, | neant a conpanion.. No
wait.. A date.. No wait | neant

Lucy now starts to |augh, realizing the m scomunication. Tom
soon joins in.

LUCY
I"’mso sorry | junped to
concl usions, | should have known

you didn’t nean a hooker.

TOM
| assure you Lucy ny intentions are
much nore honorabl e than that.

By now Violet has cone over to the two of them She is out of
br eat h.

VI OLET
Hey hon, are you gonna get back to
your other nmachines, they rs 2 that
are paying out and 2 granni es have
a huge drink order, I'mafraid the
natives are getting restless.

Lucy nods.

LUCY
1"l be there in a second.

VI OLET
Vell hurry up, will ya ?

Lucy turns her attention back to Tom

LUCY
| do have to get back to ny other
patrons, have you deci ded yet?

TOM
The only thing I have deci ded upon
is you ny dear.

LUCY
Vell | think I know what nost of
t hat neans, geez you T.V guys
really do talk better than the rest
of us don't you?
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TOM
Tribul ati ons of the trade, ny dear
Now your answer?

Lucy thinks for a second.

LUCY
You said a couple of weeks from
now?

TOM

Yes ny dear, it is for special
invited guests only.

LUCY
And you’'re picking ne? Are you sure
there’s no hidden canmera in your
suit or anything?

TOM
| assure you again that
intentions are honorable ny dear.
Now again may | beg you for your
decision as | too need to get off
to ny work.

Lucy funmbles for a second.

LUCY
Li sten, why don’t we just go out
for a coffee after work sone night,
you know, for a test drive to see
if we even |like each other.

TOM
So not exactly a yes then?

Lucy sm | es.

LUCY
It’s just |1’ ve been burned too many
other times. | just want to play it
cautiously.

TOM

Then it’s a not quite date. \Wen do
you get off on Tuesday?

Lucy thinks for just a second.

LUCY
m pul ling a doubl e that night,

|’ u
1”1l be done at 2.
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TOV
1”1l be here.

Mont age of Tom picking up Lucy on the prescribed night. He is
overdressed but takes her to her favorite coffee shop on the
boar dwal k anyhow. They wal k out on the beach in their bare
feet for hours. It is obvious they are getting al ong.

They end up at Lucy’s apartnment in a passionate enbrace.

I NT. LUCY' S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Lucy wakes up and realizes Tom has gone. She notices an
envel ope on the night stand, she reaches over and opens it.

There are 5 One Hundred dollar bills and a note.

CU:. NOTE READI NG

BUY YOURSELF A NI CE FROCK FOR THE OCCASI ON | F YOU DO NOr
ALREADY HAVE ONE I N YOUR CLOSET. |'LL PICK YOU UP NEXT
SATURDAY AT 7 SHARP

I NT. CASI NO - NI GHT

Wth their shift ending Lucy and Violet are propped up on
chairs facing each other and rubbing each other’s sore feet.

VI OLET
So he gave you nore noney agai n?

Lucy produces the envel ope and fans the bills in front of
Vi ol et.

VI OLET
Whoo hee, does he have any friends
that need a date as well.

The two girls giggle.

I NT. DRESS SHOP - DAY

Two snooty shop girls are dressing a mannequi n when Lucy
wal ks in. She is dressed in tight ripped jeans and an old
BEATLES t-shirt.

Nei ther shop girl pays any attention to Lucy as she | ooks
around the store.
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Lucy brazenly wal ks up to the 2 girls and waves the $500
dollars in front of them

LUCY
Is there anything in this store
that will fit ne?

Shop girl 1 pushes the other shop girl away.

SHOP G RL 1
I"’mso sorry mss, | nust not have
seen you cone in.

Lucy buys a beautiful dress and accessorizes it with a
mat chi ng shawl , bag and shoes.

SHOP G RL 1
You’' re stunning.

Lucy bl ushes as she | ooks at herself in the mrror.

She feels |ike C nderell a.

I NT. LUCY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Lucy is waiting at the front, her makeup is a little heavy
for the nice new dress she bought. She is just putting

t oget her her final touches, she places her matchi ng shaw
over her dress, grabs her handbag and checks for her coin
pur se.

Retrieving the coin purse she checks inside it, pulls out a
coin. It is her lucky penny.

LUCY
You’ve got ne this far, don't fai
me now.
There’'s a knock at the door.

Lucy, hopping on one heel while trying to get the other shoe
on, opens up the door while off bal ance.

Tom enters, dressed in a tuxedo. Lucy cannot believe how
ast oni shingly good | ooking he really is.

TOM
Apol ogi es for ny tardi ness m | ady.

Lucy giggl es.
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Vi ol et cones out of nowhere, dressed in baby doll pyjamas 2
sizes too small, her face covered with a cucumber mask
canera i n hand.

VI CLET
Hey kids, let nme snap a picture of
you two before your first big date.

LUCY
Oh Vi.

TOV
It’s fine with ne.

He noves in close and puts his arm around Lucy.
VI OLET
M ght be a picture you want to show
your ki ds one day.

Lucy bl ushes, Tom squeezes her with a smle.

EXT. EXPANSI VE BEACH HOUSE - N GHT

Alim pulls up and Tomexits one side, quickly making his
way around to open Lucy’s door. She steps out daintily, but
lets out a | oud whistle when she sees the house.

LUCY
Vell 1’1l be dammed, are you sure
this is real

Tom chuckl es gently.

TOM
| assure you this will be a night
you wi |l never forget.

I NT. BEACH HOUSE - N GHT

The interior of the house pales the exterior. Lucy and Tom
are escorted to a large dining area, where there are severa
| arge tables all set for a beautiful dinner party.

Qui ck nontage of mminly beautiful people drinking, mngling
shaki ng hands. Lucy recogni zes many of them from|ocal news
stations.

She again lets out a | ow whistle.
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LUCY
So this is how the other half
lives.

TOM

Now don’t let this bother you ny
dear, they put their pants on one
leg at a time as well.

Tom escorts Lucy to their table. 6 other people are seated
and he makes the introductions.

As they sit Lucy notices the couple that she had the
encounter with at the restaurant. They are 2 tables over.

LUCY
Oh ny god!!

Tom | ooks around the room

TOM
What is it ny dear, notice soneone
from New York, sonetinmes network
peopl e do attend these events as
wel | .

LUCY
No you won’t believe it, renenber
that jerk fromthe casino, the
ni ght we net, the one who
enbarrassed ne.

Tom surveys the roomagain, trying to renenber what he | ooked
like.

TOM
Are you sure, | nmean | don’t think
I’"d ever seen himbefore. |I'’m sure

we don’t run in the sanme circles...

Lucy puts Tomi s head in her hands and directs his gaze to the
bast ar d.

TOM
Wiy yes, | guess that could be him
but renenber w thout himwe woul d
have never net.
Maybe | shoul d go over and thank
hi m
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LUCY
No, no, don't do that.
But |'"msure he’s with the wonan
who was there that night as well.

Tom starts to stand up

TOM
| don’t care what you say, | should
go right over there and give thema
pi ece of nmy m nd.

Lucy pushes hi m back down.

LUCY
No | don’t want to be enbarrassed
agai n.

TOM

| prom se you | would never do
anything to enbarrass you m | ady.

A multi course dinner is served and a good tinme appears to be
being had by all. After dessert a podiumis brought to the

m ddl e of the head table and an ol der gentleman in a tuxedo
stands to address the assenbly.

The audience all comes to attention as he starts his speech.

COLDER GENTLEMAN
Dear friends and assenbl ed guests,
et me start by thanking each of
you for attending this evenings
festivities.

A small round of applause is started.

OLDER GENTLEMAN
I know it is getting harder and
harder to assenble a crowd for
t hese events in today’'s politically
correct tinmes but tonight we have a
banner crop of first tinme entries.

A smal |l rmurnur goes through the crowmd. Many of the beautiful
people all start to pat each other on the backs and shake
hands or high five.

The gentl eman at the podiumis handed an envel ope by a
t uxedoed waiter. He opens it slowy and produces a card.
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OLDER GENTLEMAN
Now i f | could please have the
foll owi ng 3 peopl e approach the
front of the room acconpani ed by
their escorts.. Francis Jones,
Jackson Towns and Lucy Thonpson.

Lucy | ooks at Tomw th surprise and he snmles at her as he
lifts her fromher chair.

TOM
C nmon Lucy this' Il be fun.

As she’s being led to the front Lucy notices the other 2
people going to the front with her. One is a man in an il
fitting suit with slicked back hair who she slightly
recogni zes but cannot place where from He is being led to
the stage by a beautiful woman and the other is a black man
inatruly garish light blue tuxedo who she once again
somewhat renmenbers seeing before. He is being escorted by the
anchor from channel 5 action news.

She is getting an uneasy feeling but |ooking at Tom as he
escorts her to the front eases her m nd.

Once at the front the gentleman at the podi um once again
addresses the crowd.

OLDER GENTLEMAN
(reading fromthe card)
And in third place, acconpani ed by
Jack Grayson, channel 5 action news
i s Jackson Towns.

JACK GRAYSON, the perma tanned phony from channel 5 brings
JACKSON to the podium and takes the m crophone fromthe ol der
gent | eman.

JACK
I"d like to thank you all for this
honor, | found Jackson here working

at the car wash on 3rd and Mapl e
and it was obvious to ne right away
that he would be a great fit for
this evening and | just knew he
woul d bring nme a seat at the head
table for next nonth' s event.

The crowd erupts in |aughter.

Jack takes Jackson’s hand and brings himto the podi um
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JACK
C nmon Jackson, a couple words to
your assenbled admirers.

Jackson is so stoned he doesn’'t even have a clue what is
happeni ng. He stands up at the podium and gi ves a huge peace
sign with both hands.

The audience is nowrolling with |aughter.

CLDER GENTLEMAN
(pushi ng Jackson asi de and
taking the mc from Jack)
Thank you for that M. Towns and
that brings us to our final 2
contestants...who will win this
nonth’s grand prize?

Lucy has a horrified | ook as she realizes what is TRULY
happeni ng. She takes a closer | ook at the other man beside
her and there is just sonething so famliar.

The drunk standi ng beside her cones out of his al cohol
i nduced daze.

FRANCI S
Hey there Juicy Lucy, can you spare
sone change.

LUCY
Honel ess John!

FRANCI S
| told you ny nane’s not John, it’s
Franci s.

Lucy is nortified. Her head starts spinning. She |ooks around
the roomat all the beautiful people, dressed to the nines.

They are all |aughing and pointing at her.

She | ooks over to Tom surely this cannot be happeni ng, as
she sees his face in contorted hysteria she starts to cry
[ oudly.

LUCY
Tom how could YOU

She slaps his face hard, he reacts for a second, but then
starts | aughi ng harder.
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TOM
You shoul d see your face... GCh man
we really got you. | didn’'t think
we could get anmay with it but Bill
and Veronica said it would be
easy.. \Well, once again, they were
right.

Lucy’ s mascara, heavy as it already was, is now running
profusely, mxed with her tears. It makes her | ook like a
cl own.

She cannot stand it anynore and breaks free of Tonmis grip,
running as fast as she can towards the back of the room

From nowhere a foot stretches out and trips her hard,
breaki ng a heel on one of her shoes and causing her to do a
face plant.

As she gets up Lucy sees the man and worman from the casi no,
they are | aughing so hard tears are stream ng down their
faces.

MAN
H, I"'mBill, do you renenber ne
Skank?

WOVAN
And |’ m Veronica, pleased to see
you agai n.

Lucy feels all eyes in the cromd on her again, searing her
soul with their |aughter.

Lucy gets up, this tine slowy. The pain cannot possibly get
any worse. She straightens up, puts her weight on her foot
with the one good shoe and slowy wal ks to the back of the
room and out of the house.

EXT. ATLANTIC CI TY BOARDWALK - NI GHT

It is raining as Lucy wal ks al ong the boardwal k slowy, still
drying her tears and wiping at her face with a cloth from her
handbag.

She passes a derelict, probably passed out from booze, she
noti ces he has no coat and | ooks to be shivering as he
sl eeps.

Lucy stops, wal ks back to the bum places her shawl over him
and he involuntarily curls the fabric over his shoulders to
cover up.
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Lucy notices the cloth in her hand is covered with make up
stains and reaches into her handbag for another. She al so
grabs her coin purse from her bag.

Reaching into the coin purse she extracts the penny and
places it face up in front of the poor sleeping soul.

LUCY
Maybe this penny wasn’t meant to be
lucky for me after all... Maybe it

will be for you.

Lucy wal ks away and the tears begin to flow again but a
gentle hopeful smile also starts to cross her face.

TI TLE CARD - CHAPTER ONE: PENNY ANTE

I NT. - LAS VEGAS CASI NO - DAY

The final table is down to 2 players, Peter and JOHN W SNET,
a skinny twenty sonething who is easily the nost recogni zabl e
pl ayer in professional poker and by far and away the crowd
favourite.

The players are each dealt their 2 cards and place them over
the canmera in the table. W see Peter has 9H and (H and we
see John has AH and 3H.

Peter places a bet of 200k and John calls the bet.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
And with this we nmay be down to the
final hand, with both players
feeling they have potentially a
knockout hand.

The deal er places out the 3 flop cards. They show as 9S, KH
and 10H.

PETER
Rai se 500 t housand.

John takes his sunglasses fromhis hair and places them over
his eyes. He seens to take an eternity to decide what to do.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Wsnet is taking his tine trying to
deci de how to play this out.

( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER( cont ' d)

He knows he has a strong hand but
with little to no know edge of the
rookie sitting at the table with
him it is hard for himto get a
read for what his opponent’s cards
may be.

ANNOUNCER 2 (V. 0O)
But renenber Timthat Wsnet has an
al nost uncanny knack for know ng
what CARDS seemto be in play, no
matter who's hol ding them

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Let’s see how he plays this.

John plays with his chips and then announces his intention.

JOHN
Re raise to a mllion

The crowd gasps.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
He’s put the pressure on the
newconer now.

Peter picks up the corner of his cards to glance at them ever
so slightly. The camera shows a glint of sweat com ng down
over his brow.

PETER
Cal I .

Peter pushes another half mllion dollars of chips into the
centre of the table.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
And this nost certainly will be it
for this tournanent.

ANNOUNCER 2 (V. Q)
It’s all going to depend on the
next 2 cards.

The deal er plays the turn card, it is the 5H

ANNOUNCER
And that gives John Wsnet an Ace
high flush and an al nost certain
strangl ehold on this tournanment. It
will be his 2nd win in the past
five years if he plays this right.
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The tel evision canera closes in on John's face and he surveys
his chips. He takes a second before pushing the whole stack
into the centre of the table.

JOHN
Al in.

The crowd draws in it’s collective breath.

Peter surveys the table and takes a deep look into his
opponent’s face. He notices a small, subtle smrk.

PETER
Cal I .

ANNOUNCER 2 (V. 0O)
The newconer has one and only one
out in the deck.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
This next card may end the
tournanment for this year, or wll
certainly give Wsnet an all but
i nsurnount abl e | ead over his
neophyt e opponent.

ANNOUNCER 2 (V. 0O)
Let’s let the crowd tell the story.

The T.V canera focuses on the crowd, there is tension on al
t he faces.

The canmera then gives a wide shot of the 2 players and the
deal er as the dealer burns a card and turns over the River
card.

The T.V camera shows a split screen of the two players faces
as the card is revealed. Both of them show shock on their

vi sages just before the card is revealed to the hone

audi ence.

It is the JH

ANNOUNCER
And that’'s it, this tournament is
over in the nost stunning of
fashions. Peter Joff, the unknown
entity has done it. He has cone
fromnowhere to win 10 mllion
dol |l ars!!

ANNOUNCER 2
VWhat a finish!!
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I NT. BANK SAFETY DEPCSI T ROOM - DAY

Peter is staring at the penny. He kisses it one nore tine
bef ore opening the safety deposit box.

ANONYMOUS (O. S.)
Aw | guess that's it for this

penny. | don't think it’s gonna be
seeing the light of day for a |ong
time.

As Peter closes the box and pockets the key we see two angels
in the top corner of the room floating.

ANCGEL 2
| don’t think he’s ever going to
let it out of it’s container again.

Peter smles as he exits the room |eaving just the 2 angels.

ANGEL 1
So | guess that’s it then, these
humans can be so nmuch fun though.
Al their faith in free will and
fate. Believing in such things as a

 ucky penny.

ANGEL 2
| think that’s really only the
North Americans. | believe every

culture has it’s own
superstitions..what if we tried
sonmet hing el se on for size.

ANGEL 1
What’ d you have in m nd?

ANCGEL 2
| thought maybe a little trip to
Sout hern Asi a.

ANGEL 1
Asia, what for?

ANCGEL 2
Cnmon | remenber reading a story
once about a nonkey’'s paw.
The angel s fade out of view

FADE QUT.
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