ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - NI GHT

Wnd blows through tall, dead weeds on a hill in the
countryside. |It's a cool night, but not freezing. |It's
conpletely quiet until a red CAR cones around the turn.

I NT. CAR - N GHT

JESSI CA ALLEN (22) a.k.a ELI ZABETH WAGNER sits next to her
pretend boyfriend, N CK LANCASTER (24) a.k.a JESSE MADDOX.
She sits as far away from himas possible, squishing herself
agai nst the door.

He tries to speak to her.

NI CK
Liz. WIIl you please talk to nme?

JESSI CA
| don't have anything to say.

NI CK
There has to be sonmething. Tell nme
what you're feeling.

JESSI CA
| feel like this is a pathetic attenpt
at an apol ogy.

NI CK

VWhat do you want ne to say?
JESSI CA

| shouldn't have to tell you
NI CK

Vell, I've tried everything and

not hi ng seens to work! Tell ne,
pl ease, what you want ne to say!

JESSI CA
(starting to tear up)
How about | |ove you, Elizabeth.

want to stay with you forever,

El i zabeth. W can work this out,

El i zabeth. There! Three things off
the top of ny head. Was that so
freaki ng hard?

Ni ck TURNS. He | ooks deep into her eyes.



NI CK
Fine! | |ove you, Elizabeth!
want to stay with you forever,
El i zabeth. Marry nme, Elizabeth!

Jessica gives hima confused | ook.

JESSI CA
What' d you say?

NI CK
Marry nme.

JESSI CA

Do you nean it?

NI CK
| nean it. WIIl you marry ne
El i zabet h Marie Wagner?

JESSI CA
(sudden, out of breath)
Yes.
NI CK
| | ove you.

He | eans over and plants a big one on her. Neither of them
notice the deer that casually steps into the road.

Then Jessica sees it.

JESSI CA
LOOK aUT!

Nick darts his gaze back to the road. He SWERVES just quick
enough to m ss the deer, but he doesn't m ss everything.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - NI GHT

Their CAR SWERVES out of control. Jessica' s side RAMS up
agai nst the guard rail. It keeps themon the road, but a
spray of sparks showers along the side of the car.

It pulls off the railing, but careens to the other side of
the road. They hit the other guard rail and BREAK t hrough.

The road drops off and so does the car.

Rol I'i ng over once, the hood of the small car is CRUSHED under
pressure. They hit a boulder and FLIP! The car seens to
stay in the air for an unnatural anount of tine before it

| ands. They've fallen twenty feet to another road.



The passenger's side crashes down. The car ROLLS agai n,
finally hitting flat ground. It lands on all wheels. |It's
t ot al ed.

I NT. CAR - N GHT

Bl ood covers the dashboard. The front wi ndow has been broken
out and gl ass covers the inside of the car. N ck is SLUWPED
on the steering wheel. Blood covers his forehead as well| as

t he steering wheel.

Sitting across fromhimis Jessica. Her body is a ness.
Bl ood snears her forehead along with her hair. She's back
in her seat, head laying linp to the side.

Nick lifts his head up. He | ooks at Jessica.

NI CK
El i zabet h?

DI RECTOR (O. S.)
CUT!

Jessica's head POPS up. She runs her fingers through her
hair. Fake bl ood now covers her hand.

JESSI CA
This is going to be a bitch to get
out .

She tries to unbuckle herself, but it's stuck. N ck helps
her.

NI CK
Her e.

He BREAKS the buckle with rel ati ve ease.

DI RECTOR (Q. S.)
Ckay people that's a rap! Geat job
this season

Jessi ca opens the door, which falls off. As she steps out

of the car a canmera on a crane swi ngs out of her way. A
CREW MEMBER dressed in black runs over and hands her a towel.
She WPES her face off with it.

The Director gets up fromhis chair behind a tel evision set.
He takes off a set of headphones and drapes them around his
neck.

DI RECTOR ( CONT' D)
| think everybody needs to
congratul ate Jessica on finishing
( MORE)



DI RECTOR ( CONT' D)
her final episode on Washi ngton
Hei ghts. She will be greatly m ssed.
| also want to be the first to w sh
her a happy twenty-second birthday.

He starts to APPLAUD and a few nore people join in. Jessica
NODS to a few people and marches off to a TOM CAR that w ||
take her to get cleaned up back at the studio.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

A beautiful WOMAN. Her brown hair is done up neat, but not
beautiful. Her blue eyes could al nost | ook through you.

She stares deeply into soneone's eyes. Her left eyebrow
TWTCHES. This is CHARLENE PI ERCE (21). She is staring at--

ALEX EACGEN (21). Alex has a pretty-boy-face. It's not quite
a baby face, but he doesn't look like a 21 year old. He is
DOM ON ONE KNEE and is in the mddle of a dreadful proposal
He's trying to keep his smle, but it's fading quickly.

ALEX
So0?

CHARLENE
So.

ALEX

WIlIl you marry ne?

Everybody in the restaurant is staring at themand this is
becom ng humliating quickly. Charlene's eyes dart around
the room hoping she is sonehow invisible.

CHARLENE
This is just so--
ALEX
Unbel i evabl e?
CHARLENE
(empti es her chanpagne
gl ass)
You coul d say that.
ALEX
You're at a |l oss for words.
CHARLENE
Ch no, | could say a few

Al ex's hopes rise a little. They shouldn't.



ALEX
Then say them
CHARLENE
| think we need to talk.
ALEX
About ?
CHARLENE
Us.

Hi s hopes start to fade.

ALEX
About ?

Charl ene cl oses her hands around the tiny, white box that is
sticking out like a sore thumb in front of her. She CLOSES
it.

CHARLENE
| think we need to break up.

Everybody sitting around themi mredi ately becones interested
in their food. Suddenly Charlene gets her wi sh and no one
is |l ooking at them

ALEX
Why ?

Al ex gets up and sits back down in his chair. He slides the
ring box back into his suit pocket.

CHARLENE
| just feel like |I need soneone who
can support ne right now.

ALEX
Is this about the whole acting thing?
We agreed that this was ny dream
That we would try this together.

CHARLENE
We did, but plans change. People
change.

ALEX

| didn't change.

CHARLENE
That's the problem

ALEX
VWait. You said | was a good actor.



CHARLENE
That was when | was in college! W
wer e young.

ALEX
You graduated a few nonths ago.
W' ve been together since we were
sophonores in high school.

CHARLENE
Like | said. W were young. W had
different dreams then.

ALEX
You had different dreans then. M ne
are still the sane. | still want to
act. " man actor.

CHARLENE

(suddenly hostile)
You haven't found a job yet. You
can't be an actor until you have had
a job to act at!

ALEX
VWhat about that comercial a few
nmont hs ago?

CHARLENE
You didn't even get paid for that!
ALEX
But it was a job.
CHARLENE
Like I said. | need soneone who can
support ne.
ALEX

Pl ease, Charlene. Just give ne one
nor e chance.

CHARLENE
It was fun while it | asted.

Charl ene gets up fromthe table. Alex can't stop staring at
where she was sitting. She |ooks at himone |last tinme and
wal ks away.

ALEX
(turns to her)
Don't.



CHARLENE
(softly)
" mso sorry.

EXT. G TY SQUARE - NI GHT

The sidewal ks are wet. Al ex WALKS al one down the sidewal k

of the square. A giant FOUNTAIN is in the background and

that is the ultimate destination. The only thing acconpanying
himis his cell phone. He has it pressed up against his

ear.

| NTERCUTTI NG Al ex wal ki ng down the sidewal k, and his friend,
JEFF NEWLI N (22) watching tel evision.

JEFF
(ast oni shed)
She said no?

ALEX
She said no.
JEFF
Why ?
ALEX
| don't know.
JEFF
Did you get on one knee?
ALEX
| did the whol e she-bang.
JEFF
Wow.
ALEX
| know.
JEFF
So she just broke up with you...right
t here.
ALEX
Ri ght there.
JEFF

Did she at |east pay for her neal?

ALEX
No!



JEFF
Okay. So let ne get this straight.

She just pretty nuch enbarrassed the
hell out of you and got a free neal ?

ALEX
Yeabh.

JEFF
| can't believe it.

ALEX
Me either.

JEFF

So what are you going to do?

ALEX
| don't know yet.

JEFF
Well you definitely cannot live in
her apartnent anynore.

ALEX
No. | can't do that.
(beat)
Can | nove in with you?

Jeff takes a second to answer. He also lives with his
girlfriend, who wears the pants in the relationship.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Jeff?

JEFF
Uh. Yeah...l nmean | would have to
ask. .. Sandy, you know, but um .. Sandy,
you know. .. Sandy |ikes you and we
have the extra space so | think that
it could...it could be arranged.

ALEX
kay. Cool. | will just sleep on
the couch in ny apartnent tonight
and be there in the norning. Thanks
man, your a good friend.

JEFF
Yeah, so | wll talk to you in the
nor ni ng.

ALEX

Yeah | guess. Good night.



JEFF
"Ni ght .

Al ex HANGS UP and drops his phone into his pocket. He wal ks
over to the giant fountain and sits on the edge of it. He
rests his head in his hands.

RING His cell phone goes off. Wth a sigh, Alex runs his
fingers through his hair, slicking it back. He reaches into
hi s pocket and takes his phone out.

ALEX
Hel | 0?

It's MARCIE HANNI GAN. Hi s tal ent agent.

MARCI E (ON PHONE)
Hey ki d!

She has the voice of a |long-tinme snoker.

ALEX
(suddenl y upbeat)
Hey, Marcie. How s ny favorite agent?

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
" m doin" good hon. How re you? You
sound terrible? You have a bad day?

ALEX
It was in the top five, but you know
how it is.

MARCI E (ON PHONE)
Aw I'msorry kid. Wanna tal k about

it?

ALEX
No, |I'mgood. Wat did you call ne
for?

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
Oh, right. Good news kid! You're
going to be a star!

ALEX
(perks up even nore)
You got ne a gig?!

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
Even betta! | got you a comerci al

ALEX
A comerci al ?
( MORE)



ALEX ( CONT' D)
That's slightly smaller than what |
had expected, but it's a start.
VWat's it for?

MARCI E (ON PHONE)
Ah geeze | dunno. Do you want it or
not ?

ALEX
No, | want it. Wen is it?

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
In a week. And good news. Have you
eva seen a show cal |l ed Washi ngton
Hei ght s?

ALEX
No.

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
Well | would hope not. Teen drama
Not your cup-of-tea. But anyway,

there's this girl who just got killed

off it whose runored to be doing the
comercial. Supposed to be a real
talent. You could go places workin'
with her. Don't ness this gig up,
and you coul d be a supporting
character on a soap one day.

ALEX
Thanks, Marcie. The audition is in
a week?

MARCI E (ON PHONE)
No auditi on.

ALEX
Then how do | get the part?

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
You already have it. That's the
good news.

ALEX
Marci e. \What have you been doing to
get ne a job?

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
Nothing illegal. The director is ny
brother. | showed himsone off your
stuff and he liked you. He offered
the part to you

( MORE)

10.
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MARCI E (ON PHONE) ( CONT' D)
| suggest you take it. It may be
the only thing you get for a while.

ALEX
"Il take it. Thank you, Marcie.

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
No problemkid. This is what | do.
Renmenber. Friday at two. Don't be
late. | hear this Washi ngton Hei ght
chick can be a real prinm donna.

ALEX
| won't be late. Thanks again.

MARCI E ( ON PHONE)
No problem kid

She hangs up. Alex JUMPS UP and PUNCHES at the air.
| NT. PARTY ROOM - NI GHT
POP!  The cork FLIES off a chanpagne bottle. The bottl S

e i
poured onto a tall chanpagne fountain. Everything in this
party is either gold, or a shade of it.

The size of the room is about the size of a high school
gym..wth the bl eachers put away. The ceilings are tall,
and again, a shade of gold.

A STRING QUARTET is playing on a STACE in the front of the
room A large banner is displayed. It says "Happy Twenty-
Second Birthday, Jessica!"

Everybody else is CHATTING with friends and associ ates, or
they are LISTENING to the nusic and enjoyi ng the HORS DOURVES
that WAI TERS are carrying around the room They are the

only people not wearing gold, and that's because they are
wearing dark green vests.

The doors OPEN at the end of the room Jessica wal ks in,
wearing a Ci nderella-style golden dress. Her hair is put up
in curls. She is undoubtedly the nost beautiful person in
the room Al eyes instantly go to her, and the room goes
quite except for the quartet.

A WOVAN hurries up to the m crophone on the stage. A drink
is in her hand, which she al nost SPILLS everywhere as she
PULLS the m crophone out of its holder. This is Jessica's
tal ent agent, RUBY CROSS (56, gray-haired, short, skinny).

She tries to hid her winkles behind a fake suntan, but it
doesn't work. She wears her OVER-SI ZED SUNGLASSES to go
tanni ng and hence has created a slight tan line fromit.



12.
She is alittle tipsy as she nmakes her speech.
The nusi c goes qui et.

RUBY

| have known the talented Mss Jessica
Al en since she was a little girl.
| have been in this business for 36
years, and | will never forget the
day she cane in and auditioned for
me. And even with the first few
words she said to nme, | knew she
woul d be big. She has becone a big
star now. She has becone the daughter
| never had. She has becone ny
friend, and ny busi ness partner.
" m proud to know her and |I'm proud
to represent her. I|I'malso proud to
w sh her a happy twenty-second
birthday. Thank you, Jessica, for
giving me the privil ege of
representing you for 36 years, and |
hope to do it for another.

(rai sing her chanpagne

gl ass)
So lets all raise our glasses, and
wi sh her a happy birthday.

Everybody RAI SES their gl ass.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Happy birthday, sweetie.

Ruby puts the m crophone back in its holder and steps off
the stage. Everybody LOWNERS their glasses and goes back to
their individual conversations.

A WAI TER wal ks by with a giant SERVING DI SH t hat hol ds sever al
CHAMPAGNE GLASSES. Jessica takes one and the waiter stops

by her. She gulps it down very unwomanli ke and sets it back
on the dish. She takes another and takes a little sip of

it.

JESSI CA
(orders)
Stay close to ne and there could be
a very large tip waiting for you at
the end of the night.

WAl TER
Yes ma' anl

JESSI CA
Good.
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Jessica takes another sip and WALKS AWAY. She sifts her way
t hrough the crowd until she cones upon Ruby, who is conversing
with a friend.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
Ni ce speech

Ruby TURNS around and squeal s as she gives Jessica a hug.
She sets her enpty drink on a waiter's tray.

RUBY
How ve you been? How was the | ast
day on set?

Ruby, out of habit, starts to PULL Jessica away fromthe
crowd. She hol ds her hand near her back but not touching
her back. Jessica seens to feel the force of it and starts
to WVALK with her. They go to a CORNER

JESSI CA
It was difficult, | nust admt. But
what's done is done, and | can't
change it.

RUBY
When did they call it a rap?

JESSI CA
About two hours ago. | think I stil
have a little bit of fake blood in
nmy hair.

RUBY
|"msorry. | know how much you | oved
wor ki ng on that show. |I'msorry I
couldn't get you another season.
But, | have sone good news.

JESSI CA
Good. | need good news.

RUBY

| got you a spot on a conmmercial for
Ji odore Jewel ers!

JESSI CA
(less than satisfied)
A conmmerci al ?

RUBY
Yes.

JESSI CA
That's all the better you can get
me?
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RUBY
VWll work is hard to find in this
t own.

JESSI CA

Yes it is but not for ne. Not for
Jessica Allen!

RUBY
You' ve only been out of work for a
day. | woul d consider a commerci al
pretty well.
JESSI CA
It's not what Jessica Allen does.
RUBY
(hi sses)

Ri ght now Jessica All en does not hi ng.
So | suggest that she takes this job
and is grateful for it.

JESSI CA
VWat is your problenf

RUBY
Okay, kid I'"mjust going to be blunt.
No one wants to work with you. You
are a brat. You're lucky you even
got this comercial so | suggest you
don't nmess it up

Jessi ca SLUWPS back against the wall. Apparently she didn't
realize she was a brat. Ruby tries to CONSCLE her

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Do you want ny two cents?

JESSI CA
| don't know. Are they worse than
hey Jess you're a bitch?

RUBY
Possi bl y.
(beat)
Get a boyfriend. A no body boyfriend.
When was the last tinme you had a
real boyfriend, not just a fling?

JESSI CA
Wien | first started on Washi ngton
Hills.
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RUBY
So nowis the tinme, if any, to have
one. Second. Stay out of the press.
Everybody | oves celebrities nore
when they are nysterious. Sure, you
can nmake a stroll through the park
every once in a while, but don't
make it any nore than a stroll in
the park. | don't want to see you
on E!' for beating up a photog. And
finally, be pleasant.

JESSI CA
At the commercial ?

RUBY
Just any tinme. Be pleasant to the
paparazzi. Be pleasant to taxi
drivers. Hell, tip your doorman a
twenty.

JESSI CA

| don't live in an apartnment, Ruby.

RUBY
Then tip soneone el se's doorman.
want you to be a freaking saint.
And when you don't think you can be

a better you, | still want you to be
able to shit butterflies and puke a
daffodil. Got it?
JESSI CA
| Iike roses.
RUBY
Got it?
JESSI CA
No.
RUBY
(pointing to the party-
goers)

Okay. You see all those people out
there? Right now they hate you.

That needs to change. | want you to
i magi ne that they are Spiel burg.

Now Spi el berg has this new novie
comng out. You want that part. So
what are you going to do?

JESSI CA

(perking up)
Suck up?
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RUBY
That's right. So right now you are
going to go suck |ike you've never
sucked before.

JESSI CA
Thank you, Ruby.

RUBY
It's what |'m here for.

Jessi ca WALKS away. Ruby | ooks into her clutch and pulls
out a cigarette. She takes out a lighter next. She flicks
it on and LI GHTS her cigarette. She takes a giant puff, and
CLOSES her EYES.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
(to herself)
[t's what |'m here for.

She takes the cigarette out of her nouth and puts it out
using the wall. Pushing herself off the wall, she goes back
to finish her evening.

| NT. COMVERCI AL SET - DAY

The SET is actually the CITY SQUARE from before. Now we see
that the park is fairly large. The green grass spreads for
quiet a distance. In the center of the whole park is the
fountain. Everything is beautiful except for the canera
equi pnent that acts as a black cloud on this wonderful day.

Assi stants run around trying to fix last m nute things.
Both Marcie and Ruby are here, trying to start a conversation
together, but both seemnore interested in their Bl ackberries.

This is the first tine we see Marcie. She's a short woman,
with long brown hair. She |ooks a | ot younger than 40.

MARV, the director, is sitting behind his directing chair.
He becones nore frustrated by the mnute. Jessica's beyond
late. Marv's badly attached toupee is slightly off-center,
but he doesn't notice. He's also a little overweight.

MARV
Ruby, you said she woul d be here.
Where is shel ?

RUBY
(1 ooking up from her
Bl ackberry)
She' |l get here. Cool your jets,
Mar v.
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MARV
"1l give her five nore m nutes.
Then 1" m out of here.

Alex is sitting away fromthe commotion. He's rereading his
lines under a tree a good distance fromthe group. Suddenly,
he junps up. Then | ands down on one knee.

ALEX
Julie, 1've been waiting to ask you
this since the nonent | net you

He opens an invisible box, and does a fake proposal.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
And Ji odore hel ps nake this nmonent
beautiful. Julie, wll you marry
ne?

He |l ooks in front of him A towncar pulls up in the road,
and Jessica finally arrives. Alex is star-struck. Sonething,
even fromthis distance, nakes himattracted to her.

He finally realizes how weird he nust | ook, so Al ex gathers
his stuff and wal ks back to the actual set just as Jessica
does.

RUBY
(putting her Bl ackberry
away)
Finally! \Were have you been?

JESSI CA
Just running late. That party kept
me up late, renmenber?

RUBY
Honey, | was at that party later
than you and I'm56. Cone back to
me in 24 years and then conpl ain.
Ri ght now, get your butt on the set
and do your job.

MARV
Can we get shooting people? The
sun's going to go down before we
even get started.

ALEX
Where do you want us?

MARV
| don't care. Let's start by the
f ount ai n.
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Alex wal ks to the fountain faster than Jessica, who just
takes her tine.

MARV ( CONT' D)
Ready!

ALEX
(to Jessica)
| think you're suppose to hold ny

hand.
JESSI CA
(taki ng his hand)
What ever .
MARV
ACTI ON!

Al ex and Jessica start wal king forward. The canmera on the
crane picks up all of their novenents.

ALEX
Do you renenber what happened here?
JESSI CA
This is where we first net.
ALEX
Yeah. W had sone good nenories
her e.
MARV
CUT!

They stop wal king. Jessica is quick to let go of Alex's
hand.

MARV ( CONT' D)

(to Al ex)
Ki d.
ALEX
Yeah?
MARV

That was really...pretty good. But
Jessica? Can you at least act |ike
this is the best day of your |ife?

Al ex and Jessica are quick to hurry back to their spots before
Marv yells action.

MARV ( CONT' D)
ACTI ON!
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They start wal ki ng agai n.

ALEX
Do you renenber what happened here?
JESSI CA
This is where we first net.
ALEX
Yeah. W had sone great nenories
her e.
MARV
CUT!

They stop wal ki ng.

MARV ( CONT' D)
Jess. Act! Please? You're going
to kill nme. And Alex, that was
good. READY!

They hurry back agai n.

MARV ( CONT' D)
ACTI ON!

This time Alex says the words fromhis heart. Nothing is
scri pt ed.

ALEX
Renmenmber the first tinme we net?

JESSI CA
(conf used)
Yeah. It was right here. W had
sone great nenories.

ALEX
And they are about to get even better.

Al ex stops wal king and Jessica turns and | ooks at himas he
gets down on one knee. He puts his hand into his pocket and
t akes out a huge ring.

ALEX ( CONT' D)

Julie. | love you nore than | thought
| could ever |ove anyone. WII| you
marry me?

Jessica takes a deep breath, this time she's over acting a
little.

MARV
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Al ex doesn't act |ike the scene is over though. He just
stays on one knee, his eyes glazed over. Jessica gives him
a weird | ook.

JESSI CA
You can get up now. He called cut.

Ruby and Marcie see them Ruby |eans over to Marcie and
whi spers- -

RUBY
| think we may have a crush

Marci e gives Ruby an odd | ook. Apparently Marcie hasn't
been paying too nuch attention.

MARCI E
My brother doesn't I|ike Jessica.

Al ex wakes up fromhis trance. He stops |ooking at her and
stands up, feeling stupid.

MARV
Ckay people! That's a rap!
ALEX
VWit? That's it? No nore shots or
anyt hi ng?
MARV
Yeah.
ALEX
VWhy ?!
MARV

(packi ng up equi pnent)
Jiodore only paid nme for the hour
and since little mss-lates-a-|ot
deci ded to show up 45 mnutes | ate,
|"monly doing the one shot.
Congratul ati ons kid, you've just had
your first job in Hollywood.

I NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Jeff and Alex are totally transfixed on the XBOX 360 gane
they are playing. |It's Marvel Nenesis: Rise of the

| nperfects. On the television screen, Jeff's character,
Spiderman, is kicked into a wall by Alex's character, Elektra.

El ektra soars into the corner where she kicked Spi derman and
repeatedly stabs himuntil his health goes down conpletely.
VANQUI SHED appears on the screen.
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Jeff, in pure frustration, throws his controller across the
room

JEFF
When are you going to let me win for
once?

ALEX

(with a Chi nese accent)
When you have | earned, young
gr asshopper.

JEFF
| can't believe | lost to a half-
naked girl. It's as bad as rape.
ALEX

(getting up)
It's as close as you will ever get
to a hal f-naked | ady.

JEFF
Then why did you have to be the half-
naked | ady?

ALEX
Because she's the best. |'m going

to get another beer. WAnt one?

SANDY, Jeff's long tinme girlfriend walks in, carrying a plate
of hot, steany food. She sets it on the dinner table.

SANDY
Not before dinner. Alex, could you
get sone water?

ALEX
No probl em

Alex hurries off to the kitchen. d asses CLINK together as
he takes them out of the cupboard.

Sandy checks to nake she he can't hear anything, the wal ks
over to Jeff, who is turning the XBox off.

SANDY
(whi spers)
How long is he going to be staying
W th us?
JEFF

Just until he gets back on his feet.
He sold his apartnment to nove in
with Charl ene, renenber?
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SANDY
Yeah, | renenber. |It's just, he
eats all our food, he doesn't have a
j ob, he doesn't even pay rent!

JEFF
We are doing this as a favor to him
And he got a job today. He had sone
commerci al .

Al ex wal ks back in, conpletely unaware of their conversation
He sets three gl asses of water on the table next to the food
and the pl ates.

SANDY
Shall we eat?

ALEX
Yes! |'m starving.

Al ex takes his seat in the mddle of the table. Jeff and
Sandy sit at opposite ends.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Can | dish some food for you, Sandy?

SANDY
Yes, pl ease.

Al ex takes her plate and puts it close to the | asagna they
are eating for dinner. He takes the |arge spatula and cuts
a large piece for her. He hands the plate back to her, then
fills Jeff's, and then his own.

Sandy takes a few bites of hers before starting in on
conversation. She tries to sound mldly interested.

SANDY ( CONT' D)
So, Alex, Jeff told nme you were
filmng a commerci al today?

ALEX

Yes. It was for Jiodore Jewel ers.
SANDY

Did you neet anybody fanous?
ALEX

Well, there was this one girl. |

t hi nk her name was Jessica All en.

SANDY
Was she on Washi ngton Hei ghts?



ALEX
| don't know.

SANDY
| think she was. My little sister
is her biggest fan. It's really

cool you got

to work with her.

ALEX

It was pretty

The conversati on ends,
ki nd of awkward. Sandy

cool .

and everybody eats in silence.
tries again.

SANDY
So have you tried to neet anybody
| ately?
JEFF
(war ni ng)
Sandy.
SANDY
(1 nnocent | y)
What? |'mjust trying to nmake
conversation
JEFF
It's only been a day.
ALEX
No, Jeff. Its okay. |I'mfine.
JEFF

You sure? 'Cause | got your back

you know? W

are |li ke brothers.

She says to nuch, she's gone.

SANDY
Jeff!
JEFF
I"mjust telling it howit is, honey.

ALEX

No, it's fine
really had ti
|ately. As J
been one day,

. No, Sandy, | haven't
me to neet anybody

eff said, it's only
and | had work today.

SANDY

Wel |, why don
Jessica girl?

"t you try to date this

It

23.

S
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ALEX
| don't know. | just net her, and
it was only for a few m nutes.

SANDY
Nonsense! You're quite a catch.
|"msure any girl would die to be
w th you.

ALEX
You think so?

SANDY
| know so.

Sandy pushes her plate away and stands up. She wal ks out of
the roomto the coffee table in the living roomand picks up
her laptop. She brings it back in and sets it on the table
where her plate once was.

SANDY ( CONT' D)
W w il ook her up. WMaybe she w |
be wal ki ng a red carpet or sonething
so you can neet her nore formally.

JEFF
Sandy. Let's just let himeat--
SANDY
-- found it!
Sandy spins the |aptop around so everybody can see it. It's
the web page for IMDb. There are several pictures of Jessica
at various events. It's only in view for a few seconds before

Sandy scrolls down the page to an article.

The article reads "M ss Jessica Allen will be seen wal ki ng
the red carpet at the premere for her BFF s (Shayla Cadnar)
new novie, "Love Story". She is expected to arrive wth her
on- agai n-of f-agai n boyfriend Ethan Levitts, who al so stared
inthe film" There's nore but the screen doesn't showit.

ALEX
It says she will be there with
someone.

SANDY
And you are going to let that get in
your way?

ALEX
| guess not....

SANDY
Damm right you wont!
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JEFF
Sandy, | don't think this is a good
i dea.

SANDY

(not |istening)
So it's settled! You will go to the
premere tonorrow and you wll have
a good tinme, and you won't cone back
until you have a girlfriend.

(beat)
"1l set up an appointnent for you
to meet with ny little sister
tomorrow. She can tell you everything
about Jessi ca.

I NT. RUBY'S OFFICE - NI GHT

Ruby is working on sone |ast m nute paper work before she
heads hone for the evening. There is a KNOCK at the door.
Jessi ca peeks her head in.

RUBY
Come in.

JESSI CA
(wal king in and taking
a seat)
VWhat are you doing here so late?

Ruby | ooks up at her. She takes off her reading glasses to
get a better | ook at who has wal ked into her room

RUBY
Last m nute paper work. Penning a
contract or two. You know, busi ness.

JESSI CA
Ri ght, busi ness.

RUBY
What are you doi ng?

JESSI CA
Ch you know. | was just doing sone
shopping and | saw your light on. |
t hought | woul d stop by.

RUBY
Oh.

JESSI CA
| never got to thank you for the
commerci al today.



RUBY
Just doing ny job.

JESSI CA
| know.

RUBY

(returning to her

paper wor k)
You know, it would do your inage
good if you would show up on tine
like | told you to.

JESSI CA
| really didn't nmean to be | ate today,
| swear.

RUBY
| know, kid. How s the nobody search
goi ng?

JESSI CA
It's going.

RUBY
That's a lie. | read you were going
to Shayla's premere with Ethan.
He's not good for you, Jess.

JESSI CA
| know.

RUBY
| f you know t hen why do you stil
date hinf?

JESSI CA
| don't know It's |ike he has this
death grip on ny heart and whenever
| get to far away fromhimit crushes
me. It crushes ne, Ruby, and | don't
know what to do!

RUBY
Fi nd soneone new.
JESSI| CA
But who?
RUBY
Well, that kid at the commerci al was

cute today. Maybe you coul d | ook
hi m up.

26.
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JESSI CA
That's exactly it. He's a kid.

RUBY
He's twenty-one. You were twenty-
one two days ago. | think you should

call him He could be your nobody.

JESSI CA

(getting up)
"1l think about it.

RUBY
Thi nk hard.
JESSI CA
(1 eavi ng)

Good ni ght Ruby.
| NT. KALI'S BEDROOM - DAY

A giant picture of Jessica Allen as she accepts a Teen Choice
Award. It's one of the few pictures of her smling. O her

pi ctures and posters of Jessica cover literally every square
inch of KALI DI QUARDY' S (15) bedroom There is even a

speci ally nmade bedspread with a bl own-up picture of Jessica's
face on it. This is her biggest fan.

Alex is sitting inalittle chair built for a five year old.
He's in front of this scary-big poster. Wth neter stick in

hand, Kali is circling this poster that is sitting on a
tripod. Wen it cones to Jessica Allen, Kali is extrenely
serious.

KALI

Do you understand ny terns and
condi ti ons?

ALEX
Yes.

KALI
Then we can begin.

Kali stops in front of the picture. She is alnbst in a
mlitary pose. Suddenly, she SMACKS the yard stick onto a
dinple on Jessica Allen's face.

KALI ( CONT' D)
Through ny research, | have noted
that when Mss Allen smles, her
stress points are here, here, and
her e.
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Wth each HERE, Kali swiftly jabs the pointer to different
spots on Jessica's face. One is the first dinple, then the
second dinple, and finally the crow s feet between her eyes.

KALI ( CONT' D)
As you can tell, she has a flaw ess
face. Not a winkle on her. She
prevents wrinkles from NEVER sm |ing.
Her smle only comes out from pure
happi ness. Consi der yourself |ucky
if you ever, and | nean ever, get
her to smle.

Kali circles back to her bed, which is behind the tripod.
She takes a folder off of it, and tosses it to Al ex.

ALEX
(1 ooking at the fol der)
VWhat's this?

KALI
Her extensive profile put together
by me. | suggest you read it. It

has all of her filns and tel evision
shows she has ever been in, along
with a thorough biography. If you
ever wish to conpletely know her,
you will study this every night.

ALEX

(reading fromthe

f ol der)
Her favorite color is red. Her
favorite fruit is the green grape.
She only buys Victoria's Secret
under wear ?

(1 ooking at Kali)
Kali how do you know t his?

KALI
Because |'mthe best.
ALEX
(getting up)
kay, this is too weird. |'mgoing

to go. Thanks for the help.

Kali stops himwth a flick of her wist. She points the
meter stick to chest.

KALI
Not so fast. There is the nmatter of
paynment .



29.

ALEX
What ki nd of paynent?

KALI
You have to take nme to the premere.

ALEX
If | say yes will you let ne | eave?

KALI
It's a deal.

EXT. LOVE STORY MOVI E PREM ERE - N GHT

Li nos, celebrities, news crews. The RED CARPET is a ness of
peopl e and cables. Flashes fromcaneras are going off I|ike
crazy.

Alex is lost in the cromd of adoring fans. Kali is pushing
her way to the front of the crowd. She shoves aside a 20
year old girl and is there.

ALEX
(1 oud, over the crowd)
Has she arrived yet?

KALI
| don't think so.
(beat)
Wai t! Is that her?

Sure enough, a long black linmp as pulled up at the start of
the carpet. The driver hurries to her door and opens it for
her. Long, tan legs stretch out of the car. They are
fol |l owed by Jessi ca.

She has on a short, red, probably over-paid-for dress on.
Her hair is dead, hanging down in long curls--but it's a
pretty dead. In her hand is a golden CLUTCH, but it | ooks

enpty.

She clinbs out of the car with amazi ng poi se. She fixes her
hair. A few steps. Then ETHAN LEVI TTS(24) crawl s out--the
anti-cupid. He's everything every girl would and could ever
want. He's smart, successful, athletic, rich, and drop-dead
gorgeous. Grls screamat the sight of him

Et han joins Jessica to pose for pictures in front of the
bl own up version "Love Story" novie poster

KALI ( CONT' D)
She | ooks gorgeous.
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ALEX
(breathl ess)
Yeah she does.

KALI
Now what are you going to do?

ALEX
(slow to realize)
What do you nean?

KALI
You canme to woo her didn't you?
How?
ALEX
(freaking out)
Ch ny God! | have to woo her! \Wat
am| going to do? |'ve never had to
woo anybody in ny whole |ife!
KALI
Ckay, just keep your cool. Breath.

Now, go do sonething to get her
attention. Then do what you have
t o.

ALEX
(not paying attention)
Wait. What's he doing to her?

Et han and Jessi ca have noved over to do an interview. The
NEWS LADY is mainly interview ng Ethan, but Jessica stil
has to stand there. Wat no one seens to notice but Al ex
though is Ethan is being grabby.

Hi s hand keeps grabbing at Jessica' s butt. She pushes it
away, but he doesn't get the hint. Jessica takes a smal
step away fromhim but he puts his armaround her and pulls
her back close. She shrugs his armoff.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Way isn't anybody stopping hinf

Et han grabs at her butt again. Jessica blinks away tears.
She's incredi bly enbarrassed.

Al ex decides to stop it. He starts to clinb over the three
bar railing that separates the crowd fromthe celebrities.

KALI
VWhat are you doi ng?!

ALEX
Wboi ng her!
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Alex drops to the red carpet. Alnost imediately, a GUARD
is stopping him

GUARD

What do you think you are doing?
ALEX

That guy. He's groping Jessica Allen.
GUARD

That is non of your business. |'m

going to have to ask you to step
behind the railing again.

The guard starts to push Al ex back behind the railing.

ALEX
No. Soneone has to stop him

GUARD
Sir, that is non of your business.

Alex is done with this. He punches the guard and runs past
hi m

NEWS LADY
| would i ke to thank you , Et han,
for the interview And | would |ike
to say that you | ook astonishing
Jessi ca.

JESSI CA
(silent)
Thank you.

BAM Alex is a blur as he tackles Ethan, and they both fly
back several feet. Jessica just stands and watches in awe.

NEWS LADY
(conf used)
That was Et han Levitts.

Al ex gets in a good punch or two before Jessica pulls him
of f Et han.

JESSI CA
WHAT ARE YOU DA NG?!

ALEX
Protecting you.

JESSI CA
Protecting ne from what ?!
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ALEX
(points to Ethan)
Hm

Al ex cant say anynore. The guard that he punched earlier
tackles himwth the help of another guard.

EXT. LOVE STORY MOVI E PREM ERE - LATER
A PCLI CE MAN pushes a handcuffed, bloody-nosed Alex in to a

police car. He closes the door, and wal ks to the drivers
seat .

Jessica is standing a few feet away fromthe street, arns
crossed. Everybody has gone. The premere started.

The car drives off.
Ruby wal ks up from behi nd Jessi ca.

RUBY
| think we may have found our nobody.

Jessica turns and wal ks away w thout a word.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Where are you goi ng?

JESSI CA
To the prem ere.

Ruby si ghs and takes her Bl ackberry out of her clutch. She
di al s a nunber and puts the phone to her ear.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
INT. JAIL CELL - N GHT

Alex is sitting in the dingy cell. H's nose has stopped
bl eeding, but there are stains on his shirt and face. A few
bums sit around him

Suddenly, freedom A POLI CEMAN opens the door. He points
at Al ex.

POLI CENMAN
You, out.

ALEX

(getting up)
How?

POLI CEMAN
This lady paid your bail. You're
free to go.

Al ex gingerly steps over a boozie passed out on the floor.
He al nost skips out of the cell. He turns and sees Ruby.

The policeman closes the door to the cell and locks it.

RUBY
You | ook like shit.
(to the guard)
Do you have a bat hroom where he can
cl ean up?

The policeman just shakes his head. No. He wal ks past them

RUBY ( CONT' D)
| think | have a bottle of water in
the car. That should work. Cone
on.

Ruby turns and wal ks away. She only gets a few steps then
| ooks behind her. Alex didn't nove.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Com ng?

ALEX
Who are you?

EXT. STREET - N GHT

Al ex and Ruby exit the jail. Parked but still running is
the lino and ,behind it, a black town car.
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RUBY
Get it.

Al ex goes to the inmb. Ruby walks to her town car and gets
in the back. Before Alex gets in he | ooks over at Ruby.
She slowy nods her head. Alex gets into the car.

I NT. LIMO - NI GHT

Alex falls into the linb. He slowy |ooks at his
surroundings. |It's dark in here, but you can still nmake out
the objects of a mni bar, a flatscreen tel evision, and

anot her set of seats. He also sees Jessica--right beside
hi m

ALEX

(playfully)
What t ook you so | ong?

JESSI CA
| went to the premere.

Al ex | ooks out his window as they start to drive away.

ALEX
" m sorry about before.

JESSI CA
No, it's okay. | know you were only
trying to help. It was sweet. |
can't think of the last tine anybody
stood up to Ethan |ike that.

ALEX
Well no one stands up to himw thout
a bruise or two.

Al ex wi pes at his nose. Jessica laughs at hima little--
it's a laugh not a smle.

JESSI CA
Vell that's true. Here--
(she reaches for a
wat er bottle)
--wash it off with this.

ALEX
(taking the bottle)
Thanks.

Al ex unscrews the cap. He |ooks around for a towel.
JESSI CA

Oh right. You probably will need a
t owel .
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Jessica gets up, but at a crouch. She goes to the mni bar
and opens it up. She finds a white towel.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
(handing himthe towel)
Her e.

ALEX
(accepts the towel
and blots it with
wat er)
Thank you.

Alex starts to wash his face off, then he realizes this is
probably a two hundred dollar towel.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
| think | ruined your towel.

JESSI CA
Oh, that's not a big deal. Don't
worry about it.

ALEX
You sure?

JESSI CA
Yes.

Al ex finishes cleaning his face. He doesn't even attenpt to
clean off his shirt. He's unsure what to do with the bl oody
towel. He looks to the ground, then to Jessica. G ound.
Jessica. Jessica.

ALEX
(handi ng Jessica the
t ownel )
Her e.
JESSI CA
(armused)
Thanks?

Al ex turns away fromher to put the lid back on the water
bottle. As he does this, Jessica discreetly puts her w ndow
down and throws the towel out. Alex turns back to her.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
So where do you |ive?

ALEX
Ri ght now, | don't.

JESSI CA
"' msorry?
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ALEX
Yeah.
JESSI CA
VWhat happened?
ALEX
Bad breakup.
JESSI CA
She kick you out?
ALEX
No, | proposed and she said no.
JESSI CA
Quch! I'msorry. So where do you

want me to drop you of f?

ALEX
|"mstaying wwth a friend, but I
don't think his girlfriend Iikes ne
so nmuch. Just take me to the nearest
Oomi .

BUZZ. Jessica's phone.

JESSI CA
(getting her phone)
Excuse ne.
It's a text message. It says "lInvite himover!!"

Jessica replies "How do u no wat we r tal kn about?"
A second | ater her phone vibrates again. It says "Driver"

Jessica | ooks up. The DRIVER is | ooking her in his rear
view. He smles.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
Wuld you like to stay wwth ne? For

t he night?
ALEX
(taken of f guard)
Well, I...1 guess if you have the
space. | don't want to be any
troubl e.
JESSI CA

You won't be any trouble.

ALEX
Ckay. If you want.
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I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - NI GHT

The front door opens to Jessica's enornous house. A wal kway
it by red and white candl es | eads out of the main room
They go up the steps and out of sight. Jessica walks in and
i mredi ately becones enbarrassed. This wasn't suppose to
happen. Al ex wal ks in behind her, confused at the sigh of
the romantic scene.

JESSI CA
(bl ow ng out a few
candl es)
|"'msorry. Ethan was suppose to
conme over tonight. | forgot to cal
the staff and tell themto clean
this up.
ALEX

(1 ooki ng around)
It's no problem Your house is
beautiful, by the way. How nuch did
this set you back?

JESSI CA
Afewmllion. Five | think

Al ex whistles wth amazenent. Jessica flips on the lights
and sets her clutch on a side table by the door.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
" mgoing to go change out of this
dress. Let ne show you to your room

Jessica wal ks up the steps and into the mni hallway that
| eads right to a stair case in an open dining roonl kitchen.
On the left is the giant living room

Jessica points to the stairs.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
It's up the stairs and the third
door on the right. Fresh towels are
in the adjoining bathroomif you
want to talk a shower or anyt hing.
Feel free to anything in the

refrigerator. |If you want the chef
to make you anything, his nunber is
on the speed dial. I'mgoing to

take a shower. 1'll send sone new

cl othes up for you.

Jessi ca wal ks away.
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| NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - UPSTAI RS - NI GHT
Al ex counts the doors to hinmself as he wal ks down the hall way.

ALEX
One. Two. Three.

Alex tries the door. [It's unlocked. He steps in.
I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - ALEX' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

A warmw nd blows in fromthe giant gl ass doors that |ead

out to a balcony. The roomis huge. A king sized bed is in
the center of it. Next to the bed is the open door to the
bathroom Alex flops onto the bed. He stares at the ceiling.
Then he sits up and takes out his phone. He calls Jeff.

| NTERCUTTI NG Alex sitting on the bed. Jeff is making a
sandwi ch in his kitchen

ALEX
"' mat her house.
JEFF
Al ex?
ALEX
Yes!
JEFF
Dude what happened to you?! | saw

you on the news. You beat the shit
out of that guy.

ALEX
| was sent to jail. Then Jessica
bailed ne out. Well, | think it was
her agent, but it was still her noney.
Dude. [|I'min her house.
JEFF
VWhat are you doing in her house?
ALEX
She invited ne to stay the night.
JEFF
You' ve got to be shitting ne.
ALEX
I"msitting on ny own king sized bed
ri ght now.
JEFF

What are you going to do?
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ALEX
l"mgoing to sleep. Wat did you
think I was going to do? Bang her?

JEFF

Yeah!

ALEX
No dude. Not cool. |'m her guest.
Anyway, | was just calling to nmake
sure Kali got hone safe.

JEFF
Kali's safe. | just hope you are,
t 0o.

ALEX

Dude!  Shut up!

Jeff takes a bite out of his sandw ch.

JEFF

What ever dude.
ALEX

Alright. 1'll talk to you later.
JEFF

See you | ater.

Al ex hangs up. He slips it back into his pocket. He |aughs
at his situation and falls back onto the bed.

I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - KITCHEN - LATE NI GHT

Al ex has a small tub of ice creamsitting on the counter
He has eaten nost of it. H's spoon sticks out of it.

Across the living room Jessica walks out in a white bathrobe
with a towel wapped around her head and a toothbrush sticking
out of her nouth. She is all hot fromthe bath she took.

She has on no nmake up but it doesn't matter. Her beauty is
true.

She hasn't seened to notice Alex yet. Then she steps into
the kitchen. She junps.

ALEX
Did | scare you?
JESSI CA
Just a little. | thought everybody

was i n bed.
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Jessica realizes she is only in a robe. She fidgets nervously
with it.

ALEX
Wow.

JESSI CA
VWhat ? |''m not wearing any nmake up.
Do | | ook hideous?

ALEX

No! You | ook beautiful.
She smles a little bit. Her dinples flash briefly.

JESSI CA
Good.

Jessica wal ks over to the sink and spits. After running
wat er through her toothbrush, she sets it next to the sink.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
(seeing the ice cream
Mn Rocky Road. M favorite.

She digs in a drawer and finds a spoon.

ALEX
It's all | could find in the fridge.

JESSI| CA
| love ice cream

Jessica dips her spoon in. She walks to the counter where
Alex is sitting and hops up on it. She is close to him
After she eats her bite of ice cream she sets her spoon on
the counter. There is a little ice creamon her lip.

ALEX
(reaching to w pe off
the ice cream
You have a little--

Jessica | eans down to himso he can wipe it away with ease.

JESSI CA
Thanks.

ALEX
Anyti ne.

Awkwar d pause. Jessica sets her spoon on the counter. They
avoi d each other's gaze.



ALEX ( CONT' D)
So when did you buy this place?

JESSI CA
A few years ago. | becane a regul ar
on Washi ngton Heights and | played
June in June Wthout Hold.

ALEX
| don't think | ever saw that. What
was it about?

JESSI CA
| was a singer who got her big break.
| made it on Broadway in the nusica
W cked as El phaba. My character
di ed when she got addicted to drugs
and overdosed. | |iked playing
El phaba though. It |let ne show people
| could sing.

ALEX
Bunmmer .

JESSI CA
Yeabh. But it was fun.

ALEX
| didn't know you could sing.

JESSI CA
Maybe | will have to sing for you
soneti ne.

Anot her awkwar d pause.

ALEX
(qui ckly and nervously)
Wul d you like to go out to dinner
t onor r ow?

JESSI CA
What ?

ALEX
Not hi ng.

JESSI CA

Li ke a date?

ALEX
O just as friends. \Whatever you
are cool wth.

41.
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JESSI CA

Who says we're friends?
ALEX

| just figured since--neverm nd.
JESSI CA

(toying with him

If it's a nev
to bed.

ermnd then | will go

She takes the ice cream and stabs her spoon init.

J
This is comn

Jessica slides off the

J
(back tur

ESSI CA ( CONT' D)
g wth ne.

counter and wal ks away.

ESSI CA ( CONT' D)
ned away)

| f you want anything special for
breakfast just wite on a Post-It

and stick it
(beat)

on the refrigerator.

Oh, and Alex? 1'Il pick you up
tomorrow ni ght at 7:30.
ALEX
Great. Wait. \Where are we goi ng?
JESSI CA
That's for ne to know, and you to
pay for.
ALEX

How are you going to fine ne!?

J

ESSI CA

| have ny ways.

She wal ks back to her room

I NT. MARCIE' S OFFI CE -

Mount ai ns of paper fill

DAY

literally every crevice of Marcie's

tiny office. They are on the chair, her desk, the floor.

Mbst of them aren't eve

n that inportant, but Marcie is a

pack rat. She works, half-hidden, behind a stack of them

when Al ex wal ks in.

MARCI E
Hey! How s ny little DT doing?



ALEX
(conf used)
Your what ?
MARCI E

43.

You didn't conme froma football famly

did you?

ALEX
Not in the slightest.
(1 ooki ng around at
t he ness)
Marcie, where can | sit?

MARCI E

| don't care. Just push papers on

the fl oor.

Al ex | eads by exanple. Marcie pushes the stack of papers

that hal f-hides her face to the fl oor.

Al ex does the sane

to a chair. Papers fly everywhere. Alex sits in an old,

ri ckety-1ooking chair.

MARCI E ( CONT' D)

Ckay, now | can see you. How s ny
little defensive tackler doin'? |
saw you on the news |l ast night...and

agai n on Good Morning Anerica.

ALEX
Oh | get it. DT, okay. Me?

good, despite the bruised ego.

have a date for tonight.

MARCI E

Tw ce.

l''m
[

A date? Did you find yourself a

little jailbird?

ALEX
No, it's with Jessica Al en,

MARCI E
You're shittin' me, right?

ALEX

No. She bailed nme out of jail

actual ly.

| ast

night and invited ne to stay at her
house. Wen | asked her on a date
she wouldn't tell ne where we were

goi ng.

MARCI E
| hope it's not expensive.



ALEX
Me, too. | mght have to sell a
ki dney or sonet hi ng.

MARCI E
| know soneone in the black market,
if that hel ps.

ALEX
Thanks, but no thanks. |'mactually
here because |'m having a crisis,
not to do sonething illegal.

MARCI E
That bei ng?

ALEX
Marcie, |'ve never dated a fanobus
person before. | don't know what to
do!

MARCI E

It's just like dating a regul ar person
who has a fewnillion to their nane.

ALEX
That's the troubling part!

MARCI E
(soot hi ng)
Rel ax. Tonight, all you have to do
is be yourself. She'd be crazy not
to date you

ALEX

How do you know so much about this?
MARCI E

Oh, | dated Elvis.
ALEX

He woul d have di ed when you were 8.
MARCI E

Costel | o.
ALEX

He's fifteen years ol der than you.

~ MARCIE
(giggling)

He was fun.

ALEX

That's gross.

44.
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Marcie giggles again. Alex gets up. Marcie doesn't notice.
She's too far into her nenories to notice anything now.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
' mheadin' out. Thanks for the
advi ce.

MARCI E
He was great in bed.

ALEX
" m | eaving now.

Al ex wal ks out and then Marcie realizes he's gone.
| NT. JEFF' S APARTNMENT - NI GHT

Alex is running in a frenzy. Jessica should be by...now.
The doorbell RINGS. It doesn't disturb Sandy, who is sitting
on the couch in her robe, or Jeff.

ALEX
(running out of the

room

Can you answer that?

In a flash, he's gone. Sandy |ooks at Jeff, who is conpletely
zoned into the television. She walks to the door and opens
it, robe and all.

Jessi ca stands, |ooking beautiful, in the hallway. She
doesn't | ooked pleased that Al ex didn't answer the door.

JESSI CA
s Al ex ready?

Sandy is star-shocked. She doesn't know how to reply. Her
eyes are wde. Then--she slans the door.

EXT. HALLWAY - NI GHT

Jessica is confused. She |ooks around the hallway. It's
dirty and all she wants to do is | eave, so she does. A few
feet later, Al ex opens the door and | ooks outside. Jessica
turns to him

ALEX
Starting wthout nme?

EXT. LITTLE SANDW CH BI STRO ROOFTOP - NI GHT

The Little Sandwi ch Bistro is a tiny sandw ch shop. The
owners are Italian. The front wi ndow is huge, and printed
on it is "Little Bistros". The building is nmade out of dark
red brick.
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On the roof is a

little table with a checkered table cloth.
A single candle is I|it

t
I on the table. Two wi ne gl asses are
filled wwth red w ne.

A door opens and the CHEF | eads Jessica and Alex to the table.
They sit into the chairs. The chef hands them nenus.

CHEF
| wll be back soon to get your
orders. Would you like anything
before I go?

JESSI CA
(1 ooki ng at Al ex)
Wul d you |ike sone bread sticks?

ALEX
Sur e.
CHEF
Bread sticks?
JESSI CA
Yes.
CHEF
| will have themout in a few nm nutes.
He wal ks away.
ALEX

Thank you.
Beat. Jessica | ooks over the nenu.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
How did you find this place? It
doesn't seem | i ke soneone |ike you
woul d eat at a place like this.

JESSI CA
What do you nean by soneone |ike ne?

ALEX
Not hi ng bad. You just seemlike a
per son who adores nice things, and
this place isn't exactly a gem

JESSI CA
VWhat's wong with this place?!

ALEX
Never m nd. It's cute.



JESSI CA
That's what | thought.

ALEX
But how did you find this place?

JESSI CA

It's one of the few places paparazzi
can't find ne. Like you were
inplying, this isn't the typica
pl ace I would go, so no one | ooks.

(the chef enters with

a bread basket)
And Ri nal do has been a famly friend
for along time. | like to give ny
busi ness to him

RI NALDO sets the bread basket on the table by the candle.

RI NALDO
She keeps ne in business, and has
bail ed ne out tw ce.

JESSI CA
Now t hose bailouts are loans. |I'm
still waiting for that noney.

Rl NALDO
| know, M ss Jessi ca.
(beat)
Are you ready to order?

JESSI CA
Yes. |I'mgoing to have the G een
Al'l en Pi mento.

Rl NALDO
(to Al ex)
And you?

ALEX
| will have the sane.

JESSI CA
Are you sure? It's really spicy.

ALEX
Have you had it before?

JESSI CA
| created it. It's named after nme.

ALEX
(to Rinal do)
I'll have the sane.

47.
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RI NALDO
(reluctant)
Ckay. They will be ready in a few
m nut es.

Ri nal do | eaves.

JESSI CA

You are going to regret this.
ALEX

| bet | don't.
JESSI CA

Fair warning. You run with nme, and
you are going to get hurt.

ALEX
I"mup for a chall enge.

JESSI CA
| woul d hope so.

Beat. Jessica sips fromher wine glass. She peers with
curious eyes at Al ex.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
So.

ALEX
So.

This is when they both realize they have nothing in common!

JESSI CA
So, when did you deci de you want ed
to be and actor?

ALEX
A few years ago. | was a freshman
inasmll town in Washi ngton and
tried out for the part of Peter Pan

in our spring nusical. That fel
through and I fell in love with the
stage. | was in a few nore nusicals

and children's plays at the | ocal
theaters. Senior year canme up and
my theater teacher told nme to apply
to Julliard, so | did. They agreed
to cone to one of ny performances
and | got in, but | never went.

JESSI CA
Why ?



ALEX
My parents couldn't afford it. |
was pretty crushed, but | noved to
Hol | ywood to nake a nane for nyself.
| lived in a crappy little apartnent
and ate Hot Pockets for nonths.
You' d be surprised at how | ong you
can live off Hot Pockets al one.
Then Marcie agreed to represent ne.
|"ve been with her for two years.
She's great. Can't do a darn for ny
career, but | stick wth her.

JESSI CA
Why? Most actors nove on if their
agents can't get them work.

ALEX
| know, but | stay with her for noral
support. She's only forty, but she's
wi se well beyond her years.

JESSI CA
| didn't get that when | net her.

ALEX
She was probably hung over.

JESSI CA
Oh. So, Julliard? That's pretty
big. It's too bad you couldn't afford
it.

ALEX
| want to go back sone day, but
don't think I will every be able to
get accepted agai n.

JESSI CA
You should at least try. | could
| oan you noney if you get accept ed.
Then you could go and nmake a nane
for yourself.

ALEX
You woul d do that?
JESSI CA
| f you needed it. Alex, | may cone

off as a bitch, but deep down | can
be a good person.

ALEX
Then why don't you show it to
everybody el se?

49.
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JESSI CA
Publicity.

ALEX
The public likes a bitch?

JESSI CA
They like nystery. The two just got
m xed together a long tine ago.

ALEX
Have you ever tried being a good
girl?

JESSI CA
Yes. It's not as fun.

Ri nal do wal ks up with two plates of food. That was fast.

ALEX
That was f ast.
JESSI CA
The Green Allen is R naldo's

specialty.

Ri nal do sets the two plates down in front of their owners.
It's a huge sandw ch. A slivers of habanero and jal apeno
peppers hang out the sides with nelted Swi ss Cheese al ong
with other condinents |ike mayonnai se, shredded |ettuce,
tomat o, and spicy nmustard. The nain neal of the sandwich is
chunks of steak, shredded chicken, and turkey.

Jessica uses her knife and fork to cut small chunks of the
sandwi ch off. Alex is stupid and just digs in.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
ALEX

Al ex, mouth full of sandwich, tries to talk

ALEX
(muf fl ed)
What ?

JESSI CA
You just ate two habanero peppers at
once.

ALEX
That bad?

Alex starts sweating. He |leaves his nouth hangi ng open. He
spits the huge bite back onto the plate. The area around
his sinuses starts getting red, and his nose starts watering.
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H s eyes are becom ng bl oodshot. He alnost |ooks like a
gross, sweaty cherry!

JESSI CA
(offering her w ne
gl ass)
Do you want sonme W ne?

ALEX
(trying to stay calm
Hot . ... Hot!

JESSI CA
Her e. Dri nk sone w nel

Al ex snatches up his wine glass and chugs it.

ALEX
Mor e.

He takes Jessica's and chugs it down, too. He still needs
nmore to quench his thirst.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Mor el

JESSI CA
| don't have any!

Jessica runs to the door to downstairs and opens it. She
has to fight fits of |aughter.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
Ri nal do! Water! Red al ert!

Jessica runs back to her date.

ALEX
(freaking out)
HOW CAN THEY PUT SO MJUCH HATE IN A
LI TTLE PEPPER' ?! My throat is
bl eedi ng!

Jessica can't hold it in any nore. She has to |augh or she
w Il explode. She alnost falls over from | aughing so hard.
Ri nal do hurries passed her with a cold pitcher of water and
hands it to Al ex.

Al ex takes a few huge gul ps, then just dunps it down on his
face and body. He soaks his shirt and hair. He hands the
now enpty pitcher back to R nal do.

RI NALDO
Do you want nore?
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ALEX
(cool ly)
| think I'm good now. Thanks.

RI NALDO
She warned you.

Jessica has seened to recover from her | aughter

JESSI CA
That | did.

Ri nal do wal ks back downstairs. Jessica smles at Al ex, one
of those three stress point smles. One that shows she truly
cares about you, or just what is happening in general, except
this one is different. She's biting her bottomlip, and she
| ooks like she is fighting the urge to do sonet hi ng.

ALEX
Was that a smle?
JESSI CA
(hiding her smle)
Maybe.
ALEX
It was!

Sonet hi ng bright flashes bel ow them Then sonething to the
side, in another building. Alex |ooks around confused.
Jessica is quick to hide her face and wal k to the door.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Was that |ightning?

JESSI CA
(urgent)
Come on, Alex. W need to go.

Anot her flurry of flashes. Ri naldo appears at the door.

ALEX
There it was again.

JESSI| CA
Al ex.

Jessica | ooks |ike she really doesn't want to be here. She
al nost sounds scar ed.

Rl NALDO
M ss Jessica. They--
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JESSI CA
| know.
(beat)
Al ex.

Al ex | ooks around again. Then he listens to Jessica and
hurries over to her by the doorway.

ALEX
VWhat is that?

JESSI CA
Get i nsi de.

Jessica hurries inside. Alex steps in a nonent |ater.
Ri nal do rushes over to their neal to clean it up

| NT. STAIRAELL - NI GHT

Jessica is a step ahead of Alex as they rush down the stairs.
Al ex catches her armand forces her to stop.

ALEX

Jessica. Wat was that?
JESSI CA

It's nothing. Just paparazzi.
ALEX

| thought you Iliked that.
JESSI CA

| do. | just--I wanted to go.
ALEX

Why do you run fromthenf

JESSI CA
"' m not running.

ALEX
VWhat do you call this?

JESSI CA
Fi ni shing a date.

She tries to go, but Alex wont |et her.

ALEX
You shouldn't run fromthem It
only makes them want nore.

JESSI CA
| don't have to have ny whole life
di spl ayed on US Wekly either.
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Alex lets
her .
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ALEX
So then don't.

JESSI| CA
How?

ALEX

Just don't be nysterious. Tell them
everything they want to know If
you went out for dinner, tell them
what you got. If you went shopping,
tell them what you bought. If you
are in love, splash it on every
magazi ne cover in the country. They
will get tired of an easy catch.

JESSI CA
| can't do that. [|I'mnot |ike you
Al ex.

ALEX

| can help you.
ves hi mone of those your-so-dunb | ooks.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Cone on.

go of her arm and instead puts his arm around

EXT. LITTLE SANDW CH BI STRO - NI GHT

The paparazzi stormhas really gathered. Flashes go off
everywhere as Jessica and Al ex wal k out of the restaurant.

They stop

H s | ook i

in the mdst of the crowd.

ALEX

(1 oudly)
H, how re you doing? M nanes Al ex.
We just ate on the rooftop of the
Little Bistro.

(acknow edgi ng his

wet shirt)
| had a Geen Allen. It was good,
but as you can see | got nore on ne
than in ne.

(1 ooking to Jessica)
And right now | think we are going
to go take a wal k.

S so sweet and reassuring.
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JESSI CA
You're welcone to follow if you want.
Just stay one hundred feet away nost
of the tine.

They wal k through the crowd, which surprisingly starts to
get smaller as photogs get bored with this story.

As Jessica and Alex make it out of the crowd, Jessica puts
her arm around Al ex's wai st, and rests her head on his
shoul der. How cut e.

EXT. BEACH - N GHT

The waves CRASH agai nst the shore, nmaking beautiful background
musi c. Jessica and Al ex are hol ding hands as they wal k

shoel ess down the beach. No photographers decided to foll ow

t hem

ALEX
What's your favorite flower?

JESSI CA
It's atie between the red tulip and
the yellow tulip. Wuat's your
favorite col or?

ALEX
Red.
JESSI CA
M ne too. Wiat's your favorite fruit?
ALEX
The green grape.
JESSI CA
M ne too!
ALEX
What woul d you be if you weren't an
actress?
JESSI CA
A denti st.
ALEX
Why ?
JESSI CA
| don't know | |ike teeth.
ALEX

Ckay. Wiat's your favorite Holl ywood
cliché?
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JESSI CA
(she | ooks at him
The happy endi ng.

He | ooks at her. Sonething between them connects. Al ex
pulls her closer. He goes in for a kiss, and Jessica does
too. Then--she stops. Alex opens his eyes and | ooks at
her .

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
(at a whisper)

Don't.
ALEX
VWhat's wrong?
JESSI CA
" m sorry.
ALEX
Why ?
JESSI CA
It's nothing. [I--1 just told nyself
| wouldn't do this again.
ALEX
What ?
JESSI CA
Fall for someone. | prom sed nyself

to never kiss on a first date ever
again unless | knew that what | had
with that person was real

Tal k about killing the nonment. Alex |loosens his grip around
her, but he still holds her hand.
ALEX

| think | need to go hone.
He starts to let go of her hand, but she holds tight.

JESSI CA
Let nme give you a ride.

I NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Al ex and Jessica get off the elevator. They keep their
di stance with each other until they reach the door. Al ex
turns to Jessica.

ALEX
Well, | had fun. Good night.
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JESSI CA
Good ni ght, Al ex.

Al ex opens the door and Jessica wal ks back toward the
el evator. She stops. She turns back to Alex, who is still
standing in the doorway. He's not |ooking at her.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)

Al ex?
ALEX
(1 ooks at her)
Yeah?

She runs toward him She waps her arns around his neck
when she gets to him

JESSI CA
It's a good thing this wasn't a date.

Bef ore Al ex can speak, Jessica has hi mtongue-
tied...literally. Alex nust realize what is happening,
because he puts his arns around her. They stand and ki ss
for a long tine.

Then there is a total nood-killer. Sandy, in her creamface
mask and robe, opens the door on them

SANDY
(enmbarrassed)
On! Sorry.

She slanms the door on them They pull away from each others
lips long enough to smle and possible take a breath. Then
they go back at it.

I NT. RUBY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Jessica is sitting in front of Ruby's desk. Ruby is extrenely
pl eased about sonething. She has a dunb-1ooking grin on her
face. In her hand is her BlackBerry. She is holding it up

so Jessica can see what she has received in an e-mail. It's

a picture of Jessica and Alex |eaving the restaurant | ast

ni ght .

RUBY
This is good. Very good.

JESSI CA
How did you get that?

RUBY
| have an insider at People. He
snapped this photo and sent it to ne
last night. | called you last night.
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JESSI CA
| didn't get any calls.
RUBY
Bull shit. You were with him
JESSI CA
So what if | was?
RUBY
Not hing. It's good publicity.
JESSI CA
How good?
RUBY
Good enough to get you an audition.
JESSI CA
(ecstatic)
Real [ y!?
RUBY
(pull's a paper from
her desk)
| got the fax this norning for the
script.
JESSI CA
Is the director--
RUBY
Yes.
JESSI CA
Spi el ber g!

Jessica junps up fromher chair. She can't sit now, she's
too excited.

RUBY
This could be huge. It could really
shove you to A-list quality.

JESSI CA
| thought | already was.

RUBY

(1'yi ng) _ _
Ch, you are...this could be A+-list.

JESSI CA
Ruby do you know what this neans?!
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RUBY
A red carpet.

JESSI CA
(falling back into
her chair)
Ared carpet. Oh Ruby. This is
everything | have ever dreaned of.

RUBY
You deserve it.

JESSI CA
| have to tell Al ex. He will freak

RUBY
He made this happen.

JESSI CA
What do you nean by that?

RUBY
Not hing. You stick with himfor a
few nore nont hs, becone Anerica's
new sweet hearts, and then you dunp
him By then you will be the hottest
girl in town and you could have any
guy you want.

Jessica doesn't seemto |like Ruby tal king about Alex this
way, but she does nothing to stop it.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
And when you flaunt your |
himin New York, you real
on every nmgazi ne.

ove for

y wll be
JESSI CA

New Yor k?

RUBY
When you and Ethan were dating a few
weeks ago, you reserved tickets for
the red carpet to his new novi e,
remenber? You just got themtoday.

JESSI CA
But that's just two tickets.

RUBY
I"'msure it won't be too difficult
for you to get a third. And worst
case scenari o you just show up.
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JESSI CA
Do you have the tickets?

Ruby digs into her desk again and pulls out an envel ope.
She tosses it on the table.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
Ruby. You are the best.

Jessica snatches the tickets up and runs out of the room
The door doesn't even cl ose before Jessica runs back in a
gi ves Ruby a peck on the forehead. Ruby cowers away.

RUBY
Save it for Al ex.

Jessica runs out of the room again.
I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - JESSI CA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Jessica covers Alex's eyes as she lead himinto the naster
bedroom It's really is a master bedroom There is a king-
si zed bed, a plasma HDTV nounted across fromthe bed, a wal k-
in closet, and a door that leads to the naster bath. Just
like Alex's guest room there is a giant glass door that

| eads to a patio.

ALEX
Are we there yet?

JESSI CA
Al nost .

A few steps into the room Jessica lets Alex see his surprise.

ALEX
| don't get it.

Jessica wal ks to the door of her walk in closet. She opens
it, and lets Alex see inside. Confused, he wal ks cl oser and
see's the real surprise.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
(grabbi ng at cl ot hes)
These are m ne.

JESSI CA
Sur pri se!

ALEX
What did you do?

JESSI CA
Move in with ne.



ALEX
(1 aughi ng)
We've only been on one date. W've
known each other for three days!

JESSI CA
Pl ease?

ALEX
Jessica. ...

JESSI CA

There's no reason not to! Your here
all the tinme anyway, and nost of
your clothes are already here.

ALEX
This is ny second tinme here! And ny
cl othes are here because you had
t hem del i ver ed.

JESSI CA
So save the novers from noving your
cl ot hes back!

ALEX
The last tinme | had a serious
relationship, it was four years before
my girlfriend and I noved in together.

JESSI CA
And see what happened with that one?
You didn't stay together!

ALEX
That was her fault.

JESSI CA
Just try it? If it doesn't work
after a week | will give you noney
to go buy an apartnent.

ALEX
| don't know.

JESSI CA
Pl ease?

Alex sits on his soon-to-be-bed. Jessica wal ks over and
sits on his |ap.

ALEX
Ckay.
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JESSI| CA
What ?!

ALEX
| want to nove in with you

Jessica can't contain herself. She kisses himagain. They
fall back onto her bed. Jessica is on top. She |ooks at
hi m

JESSI CA
That's only a third of the surprise.
ALEX
What's the other third?
JESSI CA
"' m going to New York
(beat)
And you're comng with
ALEX
Serious?
JESSI CA
Seri ous.
ALEX

VWhen do we | eave?!

JESSI CA
Tonorrow. And now for the fina
part of the surprise.

ALEX
There's nore?

Jessica crawls off Alex and runs out of the room Seconds
| ater she is back in, carrying a shiny laptop. Jessica hops
back on the bed. Alex sits up and scoots closer to her.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
You bought nme a conputer?

JESSI CA
No, this is mne. The surprise is
in the conputer

She pulls sonething up, and shows the screen to Alex. It's
a bl ank word docunent.

ALEX
Paper ?
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JESSI CA
An application.
ALEX
For ?
JESSI CA
Julliard
ALEX
| told you | don't have the noney to
get in.
JESSI CA
| will pay for you.
ALEX
Real | y?
JESSI CA
Yes. Renenber, contrary to popul ar
belief, 1"'ma nice person. This is

me being nice. So | will help you
wite this. GCkay?

ALEX
(thinking it over)
Ckay.
JESSI CA
Ckay.

Jessica turns to her conputer and begins to type.
| NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT - DAY

Al ex sticks his head into the apartnent. He knocks tw ce on
t he door before he enters.

ALEX
Hel | 0?

No answer. Alex wal ks through the |iving roomand back to
the hallway that has all the bedroons. He enters the only
guest bedroom

I NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT - GUEST BEDROOM - DAY

A few of Alex's belongings are still in the room He wal ks
around and pi cks several of themup, including a backpack.

He starts to shove things init. He walks over to the dresser
and opens the top drawer. The only thing in there is the
envel ope. He takes it out and shoves it deep into his back
pack.



JEFF (O S.)
St eal i ng agai n?

Alex junps. He turns around. Jeff is standing in the
door way.

ALEX
You scared ne.

JEFF
Sorry. Moving out already?

Jeff noves to sit on the bed.

ALEX
Yeah. The novers got nost of it
already. | was just finishing up

with the little things. And | wanted
to thank you for giving ne a place

to stay, man. | really appreciate
it.

JEFF
Yeah, not a problem |If you ever
need a place to stay, you know ny

door is always open. |If things don't
wor k out between Jessica and you,
this roomw !l still be here.

ALEX

| know. But | better get going. W
are flying out to New York in an
hour .

JEFF
Si nce when?

ALEX
Jessica told nme last night. W'l
be back in a week or so.

JEFF
Have fun
ALEX
Il will. See you when | get back.

Al ex | eaves. Jeff stays sitting on the bed.

JEFF
Shit.
(beat)
He | oves her.

64.
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I NT. JESSI CA' S APARTMENT - DAY

Jessica walks in first. She sets her purse down on a
ni ghtstand holding a lanp. She turns the lanp on. The |ight
reveal s her apartnment, which is really nore of a ntnmansion.

It has two stories. The nmain hallway leads into a |iving
room The living roomhas a spiral staircase leading to
upstairs. The living roomis separated fromthe kitchen by
a granite counter. The kitchen is alnost a direct copy of
her one in Los Angeles. There is an island counter in the
center of it. There is no dining room A bathroomis
opposite the kitchen.

Alex walks in wth their |uggage and | ooks inside the
apartnent. He's amazed.

ALEX
This is your second house?

JESSI CA
It's nore of an apartnent.

ALEX
How did you manage to pay for this
and your house in L. A ?

JESSI CA
Endor senment deals paid for the kitchen
and Washi ngton Hei ghts hel ped pay
for the rest.

ALEX
" minpressed.
(beat)
Where do you want the suitcases?

Jessica starts wal king to the kitchen.

JESSI CA
Just put themupstairs. Do you want
anything to drink?

Alex carries the three suitcases--one for him two for Jessica
to the spiral staircase.

ALEX
Um

He can't concentrate as he tries to shove the huge suitcases
up the staircase. Jessica |ooks over at him she pops open
a bottle of juice. She smles.

JESSI CA
There's an el evator, you know.
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ALEX
Real | y?

Al ex | ooks at Jessica. He forgets the suitcases and they
fall down the stairs.

JESSI CA
(points to a closet)
In there.

Al ex wal ks over to the cl oset and opens the door. Sure
enough, there's a small elevator. Alex gives Jessica a |ook.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
An old couple use to live here. |
think one was in a wheel chair.

ALEX
Oh, | see.

Al ex just sets the suitcases in the elevator and pushes the
UP button. It glows yellow and the el evator doors cl ose.

Jessica wal ks to the giant |eather sofa and pl ops down on
it. Alex goes and plops next to her. She cuddles up next
to him Her head rests on his shoulder. She close her eyes.

JESSI CA
l'mso tired.

ALEX
That plane ride killed ne. \What
time is the premere?

JESSI CA
(checks her watch)
Four hours. W should probably get
ready. | have us set for a spa
appointment in thirty m nutes.

I NT. LI MO - NI GHT

Jessicais nowin a long, flowng blue dress. She | ooks
beautiful. Alex is in a tuxedo. They are definitely red-
carpet ready. Jessica grabs Al ex's hand.

The car stops. Jessica |looks at Alex. He smles at her.

JESSI CA
Okay. This is your first red
carpet...well, not really, but it's

the first one you were invited to.
Are you ready? It can get alittle
crazy out there.
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ALEX
"' m ready.

JESSI CA
You' re sure?

ALEX
| "' m sure.

Jessica | eans over and kisses him The door opens and
phot ographers instantly snap pictures. Jessica slides out
of the car and wal ks onto the carpet. Alex gets out after
her .

EXT. RED CARPET - N GHT

Jessica and Al ex wal k down the red carpet. They hold hands
t he whole way. They stop and pose for pictures. Alex puts
his arm around Jessica's waist and pulls her close.

PHOTOGRAPHER
G VE HER A KI SS!

Al ex | ooks at Jessi ca.

ALEX
Wiy not, right?

Jessica smles at him She goes in and gets the kiss. Mire
flashes. It's insane. \Wen they are done kissing, Jessica
bites her bottomlip. She's never been this romantic with
anybody on a red car pet.

They nove further down the red carpet. Jessica |ooks behind
her as soneone yells.

PERSON (O. S.)
JESS!

Jessica and Al ex stop wal king. They turn around. SHAYLA
cones running towards them |[It's nore of a brisk walk,
t hough. She can't run in her heels.

Shayl a enbraces Jessica as soon as they reach each ot her.
She lets go of her. Alex stands off to the side during the
little reunion

SHAYLA
How ve you been? | didn't see you
at the Love Story premere! | wanted

to talk to you, but | got shoved
intoalinb to goto an after party.
| heard you got attacked by sone

psycho.
( MORE)



SHAYLA ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Whose t his?

JESSI CA
Shayl a.

ALEX
(to Jessica)
It's fine.
(to Shayl a)
H, |I'mthe psycho.

Shayl a gl ances a worried | ook at Jessica.

JESSI CA
He' s ki ddi ng.
ALEX
(offering a hand)
" m Al ex Eagen.

Shayl a takes his hand and shakes it.

SHAYLA
Sorry.
ALEX
It's fine. | get it all the tine.

Sonmeone behi nd Shayl a catches Al ex's eye.
celebrity.

ALEX ( CONT' D)

It's just a

You'll have to excuse ne for a second.

He gives Jessica a quick peek on the cheek.

JESSI CA
Where are you goi ng?

ALEX
Just to neet a celebrity crush

Jessica gives himthat "warning” | ook.
ALEX ( CONT' D)
| said crush, not romance. |'I|
ri ght back.

Al ex skips off back down the red carpet.

be

Shayl a | ooks at

hi s backsi de as he | eaves, then turns back to Jessica.

68.



SHAYLA
God, why do you always get the cute
ones?

JESSI CA

Because |'m better | ooking.

SHAYLA
True, but | have personality. How
| ong have you been dating?

JESSI| CA
Al nost a week.
SHAYLA
So he's newto all this?! Sounds
li ke fun.
JESSI| CA
He is.
SHAYLA

You little devil.

JESSI CA
| didn't nean it |ike that.

SHAYLA
You haven't?

JESSI CA
Not vyet.
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Shayl a | ooks behind her again and stares at Al ex.

SHAYLA
That's a shane. Better get on it
soon. Looks like he is getting cozy
w th soneone el se.

Back to Alex. He's talking with an old friend,
DANI CA FLETCHER (25). They go way back.

DANI CA
| didn't know you were in town.

ALEX
| flewin a few hours ago. |'mhere
W th soneone.

DANI CA

| heard about that. You were on the
news.

t he beauti f ul
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ALEX
Yeah. But | can't say that was a
big mstake. It hel ped ne neet
Jessi ca.

DANI CA

W need to tal k about that.

ALEX
VWhat about it?

Dani ca checks around her to nmake sure no one i s eavesdroppi ng.
Then she turns back to Al ex.

DANI CA
Just be careful. Acting neans nore
to her than anything. She would
drop you wi thout a second thought if
the right job came around.

ALEX
"Il be careful

DANI CA
Good.

ALEX
Are you here with soneone?

DANI CA
Yeah, ny husband is over there.

She points to a dark-headed man in a tux a few feet away.
He has his back turned from us.

ALEX
That's good.
DANI CA
Yeah, it's good. | need to be getting

inside, but I will see you before
you get back? W should do brunch
t onor r ow.

ALEX
"Il talk to Jessica, but it sounds
good. Gve ne a call sonetine.

DANI CA
"1l see you later.

ALEX
See you.

She wal ks away.
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Al ex | ooks around for Jessica. Soneone notices himfirst.
Ethan. He struts up into Al ex.

ETHAN
What do you think you' re doing here?

ALEX
| was invited.

ETHAN
No you weren't.

ALEX
Jessica invited ne.

ETHAN
I"'mfinding it hard to believe Jessica
woul d invite her stalker.

ALEX
And I'mfinding it hard to believe a
rapi st would be an actor, but | guess
stranger things have happened.

The two are practically at each others throats. Luckily
Jessica and Shayla break up the fight. Jessica forces herself
in between the two, pushing them both away from each ot her.

JESSI CA
Stop it.
ETHAN
Got your girlfriend to fight for
you?
ALEX
Yes.

Jessica starts to push Alex away from Ethan. Shayl a does
t he sanme for Ethan.

JESSI CA
Come on, Alex. Let's just go.
ETHAN
That's right. Run.
ALEX
You're just mad that | have her and
you don't.
ETHAN

You really think I would be sad about
soneone el se dating a whore?
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Jessica has her back to Ethan. She keeps pushing Al ex away.
She is alnost to tears.

ALEX
She's not a whore.

JESSI CA
(whi spers)
Al ex. Pl ease. Don't.

Shayla pulls Ethan further away.
SHAYLA
Honey. Just let themgo. They don't
want to start anyt hing.
Jessica turns to Shayl a.

JESSI CA
You' re dating hinf

SHAYLA
We are just seeing each other.

JESSI CA
How coul d you do that to yourself?
After everything that | told you he

does! ?
SHAYLA

Just let it be, Jess. 1t's nothing.
JESSI CA

It may be nothing to you, but it
really neans sonething to ne.
can't believe you.

Al ex puts his arm around Jessi ca.

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
Take nme hone.

Al ex and Jessica | eave Ethan and Shayla standing in the crowd.
| NT. NEW YORK STREET - NI GHT

Alex is giving Jessica a piggy-back ride through the streets
of New York. She has her high-heels off and is holding them
in one hand. In her other is her tiny clutch.

JESSI CA
| told you we should have gotten a
cab. | think it's going to rain.



ALEX
It's okay. |'mnot tired.

JESSI| CA
You sl owed down.

ALEX
' m fine.

They walk a little further in silence.

JESSI CA
Who did you go talk to at the
prem ere?
ALEX
Just an old friend.
JESSI CA
You can tell ne.
ALEX
You probably know her.
JESSI CA
Then tell ne!
ALEX
It was Dani ca Fl etcher.
JESSI CA
St op!
ALEX
VWhat ?!
JESSI CA
You know Dani ca Fl et cher?!
ALEX
Yeah?
JESSI CA

How do you know her?

ALEX
W went to the same high school
She dated ny brother for alittle
while. W becane pretty good friends.

JESSI CA
| thought you didn't know anybody
f amous!
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ALEX
| don't consider her fanous....

JESSI CA
Shut up! Danica Fletcher is
like...the best romantic conmedy novie
actress in the world.

ALEX
| don't like romanti c conedi es!

JESSI CA
You weirdo! How can you expect to
make a good boyfriend if you don't
| ove a good | augh at | ove?

ALEX

Most guys don't |ike them
JESSI CA

They like them when they are with

ne.

Al ex has nothing to say to this. Jessica |ooks up at the
buil ding they are passing. She stops Alex by jerking herself
backwards. He has to recover fromthe jerk so he doesn't
fall.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
W' re here.

ALEX
VWher e?

Al ex look at the building. 1t's the post office.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Wiy are we at the post office?

Jessi ca hands hi m her shoes.

JESSI CA
Put those on.

ALEX
They aren't ny size.

| NT. POST OFFICE - NI GHT

Jessica is filling out an envelope at a little counter.

Al ex just stands next to her, |eaning against the wall. He
tries to | ook at what she is doing, but she brings her hand
up and covers his eyes.
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JESSI CA
Done!

She licks the envelope and seals it shut. A little drop box
isinthe wall. Jessica opens it and drops the letter inside.

EXT. NEW YORK STREET - NI GHT

Al ex and Jessica | eave the post office. There's a quick
flash of LIGHTENI NG and then THUNDER = Suddenly, there's a
downpour of rain. Jessica gasps and | ooks at Alex. She's
absol utely soaked. He starts to |augh at her.

JESSI CA
It's not funny!

But Jessica starts laughing, too. They walk to the street

in hopes of finding a passing taxi. Jessica puts too nuch
wei ght on her back heel and it snaps. Quick reflexes allow
Alex to catch her. It looks |Iike they were dancing and he

just put her into a dip.

Jessica | ooks beautiful. Al ex brings her back up. Holding
her close, extrenely close, he kisses her.

Anot her flash, but not fromlightening. A photographer is
waiting for a bus. They don't notice him

Al ex | ooks at Jessica, and he pushes a | oose strand of wet
hair fromher face. He kisses her again.

I NT. JESSI CA' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Al ex and Jessica are still kissing as they push through the
door. They run into a wall, well...Alex is pushed into a
wal |l . Jessica half-smles and hal f-1aughs at him They

make their way to the bathroom Alex's tuxedo coat and shirt
drop to the floor on the way there.

I NT. JESSI CA' S APARTMENT - BATHROOM - NI GHT

St eam covers the glass doors to a shower. Inside the shower,
hot water pours down on Jessica and Alex as they kiss. The
water isn't the only thing warm ng them up

I NT. JESSI CA'S APARTMENT - JESSI CA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Al ex sl eeps alone in Jessica' s huge bed. He still isn't
wearing any clothes, but a sheet covers the bottom half of
hi m

A cold breeze wakes hi mup. He | ooks around the room
Jessica is no where to be found. He slides out of the bed,
bringing the sheet wwth him He wal ks out to the BALCONY



76.
I NT. JESSI CA' S APARTMENT - BALCONY - N GHT

Jessi ca has a bl anket wapped around her. It's tucked in
around her shoul ders, and nmakes it |l ook |ike a dress on her.
She is standing, at the top of the world, |ooking down on
the city. A breeze brushes through her hair.

Al ex wal ks up behind her. He has his sheet tucked in around
his waist. He waps his arns around her. A kiss |lands on
Jessica's bare shoulder. Then another, and another. He

ki sses her neck. She turns around.

JESSI CA
| want to show you sonet hi ng.

Jessica slips past himand wal ks back inside. She cones
back out a second later with a guitar. Jessica takes a seat
in what |ooks |like an expensive furniture chair.

A few notes are strumred. Alex takes a seat across from
her. The notes turn into a song. Jessica begins to sing
after a few neasures. The song is "Love Story" by Tayl or
Swift. Jessica doesn't |ook at Alex while she is playing.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)

(sings)
W were both young when | first saw
you. | close ny eyes and the
fl ashback starts, |I'm standing there,

on a balcony in summer air. See the
lights, see the party, the ball gowns.
See you make your way through the
cromd and say hello. Little did I
know. ... That you were Roneo; you
were throw ng pebbl es, and ny daddy
said stay away fromJuliet and |I was
crying on the staircase beggi ng you
pl ease don't go. And | said, Roneo
take me sonewhere we can be al one.
"1l be waiting; all there's left to
dois run. You'll be the prince and
"1l be the princess. It's a |love
story baby just say - yes.

Jessica's nusic slows down and conmes to a stop. She | ooks
at Alex. The noonlight hitting her nakes her face gl ow
beautifully. She smles weakly.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

EXT. CAFE PATI O - MORNI NG

b He has a gl ass pitcher

A WAI TER wal ks up to Alex's table
himis Jessica. Across from

X' a
of orange juice. Sitting with
themare two enpty seats.

WAl TER

(to Jessica)
Wbul d you |ike nore orange juice?

JESSI CA
Sur e.

He fills her glass and | eaves.

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
Maybe they forgot.

ALEX
| called themthis norning. There's
no way they could forget.

JESSI CA
We should just try another--

She's cut short when Dani ca and her husband, BEN, wal k up.
They take their seats.

DANI CA
(slightly enbarrassed)
H. Sorry we're late. W were a
little...occupied.
ALEX
It's fine. W were just about to
or der.
DANI CA

It's self serve. Didn't you see the
buffet |ine?

Al ex | ooks behind him Sure enough, a |line of people are
getting food froma buffet table.

ALEX
| see it now.

DANI CA
Food | ater. | nt roducti ons now.
Alex, this is Ben. Ben, this is

Jessi ca.

They all shake hands with each ot her.
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DANI CA ( CONT' D)
(to Jessica, smles)
How about the two boys go get our

f ood?
JESSI CA
No, it's okay. Alex doesn't know
what | like. It would just be--
ALEX
No it's fine. | can get it.

Alex rises fromthe table. He joins Ben and they wal k into
t he cafe.

Wth just Jessica and Danica left on the patio, feelings
becone hostile.

JESSI| CA
So. . ..

DANI CA
So. . ..

| NT. CAFE - CONTI NUOUS

Al ex and Ben reach the buffet table. They each grab two
plates. Alex starts to put scranbled eggs onto one. Ben
t akes the sausage |inks.

Alex turns to Ben, starting to say sonething, then he quits.
Then he starts again.

BEN
(slightly annoyed)
Yes, |'ve been to a spa before a red
car pet.
Seemi ng content, Alex turns back to filling the plates. He

puts pancakes on his, sausage on Jessica's. Ben takes sone
bacon.

Al ex turns to him again.
BEN ( CONT' D)
Use the exfoliate creamtw ce a day.
Renmenber. Tiny, circul ar strokes.
Again, Alex is content. He puts nore food on the plates.
EXT. CAFE PATI O - CONTI NUQUS

Danica leans in close to Jessica.
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DANI CA

Are you planning on hurting Al ex?
JESSI CA

VWhat ?  No!
DANI CA

Good. If you do--

JESSI CA
If I do, which I won't, it wll be
none of your business. You may think
| don't love him but |I do. The
| ast possible thing I would want to
do to himright nowis hurt him So
here's a little suggestion. Back
of f.

DANI CA
Are you threatening nme?

JESSI CA
Only if | have to.

Dani ca sees their two men wal k back towards the table, hands
full of plates of food. She |eans back in her chair.

DANI CA
(whi spers)
Laugh.
JESSI CA
What ?

Dani ca breaks into a burst of |aughter. Catching on, Jessica
| aughs, too.

Al ex and Ben wal k up and set the plates of food down. Al ex
is relieved his two favorite girls |Iike each other.

ALEX
VWhat's so funny?

DANI CA
Ch, nothing. You wouldn't understand.

ALEX
Ckay.
(to Jessica)
| didn't know what you wanted, so |
got a little of everything.

JESSI CA
Thank you, honey.
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As if to anger Danica, Jessica pulls Al ex close and gives
hi ma huge kiss. They continue a little too |ong, and Danica
obnoxi ously clears her throat. Jessica lets go of Al ex.

DANI CA
Let's eat before | | ose ny appetite.

I NT. RUBY'S OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Jessica is sitting in a chair in front of Ruby's desk. Her
knees are pulled up to her chest and she is balancing in the
chair . Ruby has several nmagazines in her hands. One the
front cover of the first one is the picture of Jessica and
Alex as Alex holds her inthe dip in the rain. The main
headl i ne says, "Allen's falling head over heel s".

Ruby drops that newspaper. Another one shows the picture of
Al ex holding Jessica in the rain as he wipes the hair out of
her face. This headline says, "Allen |ikes getting caught
in the rain".

Another. It's a picture of Al ex and Jessica wal ki ng al ong
t he beach. This headline says, "Long wal ks on the beach?
Jessica Allen | oves them™

Ruby is grinning like an idiot as she drops the | ast nagazi ne
on to her desk.

RUBY
This i s good.

Jessica doesn't say anything. Her mnd is glazed over from
recent events.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Wth this, you wouldn't have to step
outside for the next two nonths and

peopl e would still be asking to hire
you fromimge alone. You're
Hol | ywood' s new couple. | checked

the internet polls this norning and
your hotter than Brad and Angi e and
Ben and Jen put together.

Jessica doesn't even | ook |like she is |istening.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Jessi ca?

Jessica cones out of her daze. She | ooks at Ruby.

JESSI| CA
Yeah?
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RUBY
Are you with ne?

JESSI CA
Yeah. What do | do next?

RUBY
You wait. You go to the audition
this afternoon, get the part, and
BAM  You're back on top. There's
nothing to it.

JESSI CA
And Alex and | just hide in the
shadows and have a nornmal |ife?
RUBY

Forget about him Once you start
this novie, your an A-lister. A-
listers date other A-listers. You
dunp this kid after the initial
publicity of your novie starts up
and your star quality starts to rise.
Then you hit everybody with a new

romance.
JESSI CA
| don't think I can do that, Ruby.
RUBY
(1 aughi ng)
VWiy? It's not |ike you actually

| ove him
Jessi ca avoi ds her gaze.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
You actually love him don't you?
(beat)
No, baby, don't do this to ne! You
can't do this to ne, not now

JESSI CA
Wiy is this about you? This is ny
car eer.

RUBY

Who do you think gave you this career?

JESSI CA
Me. It's ny acting talent that got
me where | am today.



RUBY
Ch please! Can you really be that
nai ve? You got where you are today
because |1've slept wth half the
produci ng worl d.

JESSI CA
That's a lie.

RUBY
Is it? How many jobs have you gotten
where | haven't been there during
t he actual production? | was there
t hrough your first five seasons of
Washi ngt on Hei ghts everyday you were
filmng making sure you didn't ness
up, and when you did who was there
to clean up after you? M. The
producers wanted you gone within the
first ten episodes you shot.

JESSI CA
Take that back.

RUBY
Way should I?

JESSI CA
Because | w |l wal k out of here right
now, and you will | ose the biggest
name you have.

RUBY
Fine. Leave. Your career will be

dead in a nonth and you and your
little |l over boy will have to do
comercials that air in the mddle
of the night to support a famly. |
have other actors, honey. | can
stand to | ose one of the worst |
have. Here's an ultimatum Two
options. You can either |eave, like
you want to and die like a fish out
of water, or you can sit down and
shut up.

Jessica stays where she is sitting.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
That's what | thought. Now, you are
going to go to that audition |ater,
act your little ass off, or don't.
It doesn't matter either way. You
will be in that novie.

( MORE)
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RUBY ( CONT' D)
You wi Il break up with that nobody
you insist on loving, and you wl|
be back on top. Cot it?

JESSI CA
(quietly)
CGot it.
RUBY
Good. Now get the hell out of ny
office. | have nore inportant things
to do.

Jessica gets up. She nmakes it to the door, but then Ruby
has one nore thing to add.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Come to ny house for dinner tonight.

Jessica doesn't even | ook at her. She just wal ks out of the
of fice.

I NT. RUBY'S OFFI CE BU LDI NG - HALLWAY - DAY

Jessica closes the door to Ruby's office. She doesn't nake
it very far before she bunps into the wall and slides down
to the fl oor.

She weeps silent tears, hoping that no one will cone around
the corner and find her.

I NT. OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Wannabe actresses are practicing there lines for their big
chance for the novie part. Everybody but Jessica. She sits
ina chair in the corner, seeing the world but not paying
attention to it. She has the script in her hand, but she's
not reading it. Her face is red and bl otchy from crying.

Her hair is a little nmessed up. It |ooks |like she has run
her hand through it nultiple tines.

One of the WANNABE' S wal ks over to Jessica and sits in the
open seat next to her. She has a note pad and a pen.

WANNABE
You're Jessica Allen, right?

Jessica turns to her.

JESSI| CA
Yeah.



WANNABE

Okay, so | know this probably | ooks

tacky, and sounds even worse,
can | have your autograph?

JESSI CA
Sur e.

WANNABE
Thanks!

but

Jessica takes the piece of paper and pen.

hands them back to the wannabe. The wannabe tries to get

She signs it,

up, but Jessica pulls her back into her seat.

JESSI CA

Do you want sone advice? Wat's

your nane?

KERRY
Kerry.

JESSI CA

That's a pretty nane. Don't becone

an actress, Kerry. You wl|
sonme day and be twenty-two--

KERRY
|"m al ready twenty-five.

JESSI CA

wake up

--and have sone fifty year old bitch
sitting behind a desk tell you she

whored herself out to make a nane
for you. Pretty soon she wll

happen to you?

KERRY
No.

JESSI CA

Then get out of here. Get out as

make
you break up with your boyfriend and
rule your life. Do you want that to

fast as you can, and don't | ook back
because you will be making the biggest
m stake of your life if you do.

KERRY
Are you alright?

JESSI CA

Me? No. But you are! That's al

that matters.

84.

and



85.

Kerry tries to get up again and success! Jessica is too far
into her own thoughts to notice her |eave.

An ASSI STANT to the CASTI NG DI RECTOR steps out her door with
a clipboard. She's the type of person who |ikes to feel
i nportant, so she carries around a cli pboard.

ASSI STANT
(reading off clipboard)
Kerry Monahan?

JESSI CA
She left.

ASSI STANT
(scratchi ng her nane
off the list)
Jessica Al en?

JESSI CA
That's nme, | guess.

Jessica forces herself out of the chair and into the
audi ti oning room

| NT. AUDI TI ONI NG ROOM - DAY

A panel of people are sitting at a desk behind a video canera.
One of themhas a large pile of profiles for various actors.
One has the controls to the video canera. One is in charge
of handing out extra scripts. 1In the center of these other

| ess inportant people is the main casting director. It's a
mean | ooki ng wonman. Jessica sees her.

JESSI CA
(under her breath)
Shit. Ruby's straight.

In the center of the roomis a single chair. The assistant
with the clipboard stops at the door and sits on a little
chair by it.

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
When ever you are ready.

Jessica sits down in the chair. Her hair is nessed up and
she runs her fingers through it. Her eyes neet up with the
canera. A tear is already falling.

JESSI CA
Don't do this to ne, Janes. |If you
go to war then | know you wont cone

back.
( MORE)
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JESSI CA (CONT' D)
| cant stand to live that way, not
knowi ng when I wll get that Ms.
Janmes letter fromthe postnman.

The casting director is reading the part of JAMES.

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
You wont get that letter in the mail.

JESSI CA

You can't promse ne that. And it's
not just that. Not being able to
see you everyday. Not being able to
wake up with your arns around ne.

Not being able to watch you steal
little pieces of nmeat when you think
"' mnot | ooking while | cook dinner.
Not have your face be the last thing
| see before | go to sleep.

Jessica wipes a tear off her cheek, but another drops to
fill its place.

CASTI NG DI RECTOR
You don't think that wont be hard
for nme?

JESSI| CA
It can't Dbe.

CASTI NG DI RECTOR

Why ?

JESSI CA
Because that would nmean you | ove ne
nmore than | | ove you, and we both

know that ain't true.

The casting director stops reading. That was the whol e
audi tion.

I NT. CAR - N GHT

The car stops in front of Ruby's house. |It's quite a bit
| arger than Jessica's house, and a | ot nore expensive.

In the back seat, Jessica turns to Alex. They are both
dressed in nice casual clothes for this dinner. She wants
to say sonething but stops to put the glass divider up. The
chauffeur can't hear them now.

JESSI CA
Ready?
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ALEX
Let's go.

JESSI CA
You renenber Ruby?

ALEX
No.

JESSI CA
Good.

Jessica takes a nonent to fix a stray hair from Al ex's head.
She smles at him

JESSI CA ( CONT' D)
Let's go.

EXT. RUBY'S HOUSE - N GHT

Jessica and Alex wal k hand in hand up the lit wal kway to
Ruby's front door. Her gardeners have nade Ruby's front
yard beautiful with a fountain, several small trees, and a
few smal | fl owerbeds.

They reach the front door. Show tinme. Jessica rings the
doorbell then turns to Al ex.

JESSI CA
Renmenber, whatever happens in there,
Il wll always | ove you.

ALEX

(conf used)
VWhat are you tal king--

Ruby opens the door. She acts unusually happy to see the
couple. She's a good actress.

RUBY
Jessi ca!

She leans in and gives Jessica two air kisses to both cheeks.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
And you nust be Al ex!

Ruby forces herself to give Alex a hug. Alex just stands
there in a daze.

JESSI CA
H , Ruby.

There's still alittle hostility towards Ruby from Jessi ca.
Ruby opens the door a little w der.
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RUBY
Wl |l are you going to cone in?! The
food will get cold!

Ruby ushers themin. Jessica makes sure not to |let go of
Al ex.

I NT. RUBY'S HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Ruby and the couple enter. Ruby wal ks fast to her chair,
whil e Alex lingers behind | ooking at the beauty of the house.
Jessica tries to pull himalong, but he keeps | ooking around.

ALEX
You have a beautiful house.

RUBY
Thank you, darling. It put ne back
around ten ml after all the
furni shings and | added the pool.

Alex finally reaches his chair at the | ong dining roomtable.
Jessica sits close to him Ruby sits at the conplete opposite
end of them She smles at them

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Shall we start with sone w ne?

A WAI TER enters and stands next to Ruby.

ALEX
That woul d be ni ce.

RUBY
Red or white?

ALEX
(to Jessica)
What woul d you |ike, honey?

Jessi ca seens taken off guard that soneone is talking to
her.

JESSI| CA
VWi te?

RUBY
(to the waiter)
"1l have red.

The waiter nods and wal ks back to the kitchen somewhere in
t he back of the house.

ALEX
You have your own waiting staff?



JESSI CA
Ruby doesn't |ike to get hands on
with the donestic dealings. She's
nore of a business woman. She really
likes to sink her teeth into her
busi ness associ ates and devour
conpetition. Isn't that right, Ruby?

RUBY
It's how | paid for this house.
(beat)
So, Alex, why don't you tell ne a
l[ittle nore about yourself? W didn't
meet under the best circunstances
last tinme in the jail.

JESSI CA
Alex is an actor.

RUBY
(to Jessica)
| believe | asked Al ex.

JESSI CA
| was just--
ALEX
It's okay. Yes, I'mtrying to be an
actor. | think I nmet you at the set
of the Jiodore comrercial? | know
you nmet my agent. Marcie Broyl e?
RUBY
Ch yes. | renenber Marcie. She was
quite a character. Tell ne. |Is she
a good agent?
ALEX
She's been good for ne.
RUBY
That's good. If you ever feel the

need to swtch agents, ny door is
al ways open!

JESSI CA
(war ni ng)
Ruby.

RUBY
(nonchal antly)
VWhat? |I'mjust trying to nake a
busi ness deal .

89.
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JESSI CA

Not with Al ex.
ALEX

Jessica, it's okay.
JESSI CA

No, it's not.
ALEX

No really. It's okay. It won't

matter nuch | onger anyway.
RUBY

(i ntrigued)

Real y? Wiy woul d that be?

ALEX
|'ve decided to quit show busi ness.
For the time being, at |east.

JESSI CA
(1 ooks at Al ex)
What ?

Conversati on ceases. The waiter cones back out with the
three drinks. He sets themby the rightful owner and wal ks
out of the room

ALEX
(to Ruby)
Coul d you excuse us for a nonent?

RUBY
By all neans.

Alex gets up and pulls Jessica along with him They wal k
into the HALLWAY out side the room

I NT. RUBY'S HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Al ex pulls Jessica out of sight fromRuby in the other room
Jessica has a concerned | ook.

JESSI CA
Al ex, what are you tal king about?

ALEX
| got into Julliard!

JESSI| CA
What ?



ALEX
| got the letter this afternoon.
When did you mail that application?

JESSI CA
When we were in New York. You got
in?

ALEX
Yes!

JESSI CA

(at a loss for words)
Al ex...that's wonderful.
Congr at ul ati ons!

She ki sses him

JESSI CA (CONT' D)
When does senester start?

ALEX
Monday.
(beat)
So that neans we only have three
nore ni ghts together.

JESSI CA
That's so sudden
ALEX
It's also why |I'm not going.
JESSI CA
What ?!
ALEX

| don't want to | eave you, Jessica.
You are the best thing that has ever
happened to ne.

JESSI CA
You can't reject Julliard again,
Alex. | can't believe you got away

with it the first tine.

ALEX
"' mnot | eaving you.

Jessi ca thinks about sonething.
JESSI CA

You won't have to. I'mcomng with
you.
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ALEX
You don't have to do that. Your
whole life is here. Ruby, your house,
your career, your friends. | don't
want to ask that of you

JESSI CA
You don't have to. |'mgoing. W
have the apartnent in the city, and
there are nore jobs in New York. |
can still work wth Ruby fromthe
opposite coast. This wll work.
|"'mnot ready to | eave you yet.

Al ex ki sses her.

ALEX
You are too good for ne.

I NT. RUBY'S HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Jessica | eads Alex back into the roomand the both sit in
their seats. Ruby is on her BlackBerry talking to soneone.
She seens too happy. Jessica takes a sip from her w ne.

Ruby ends her phone call. The waiters bring food out. It's
chi cken, along with sonme other side dishes. They set them
down.

Jessica cuts into hers and takes a bite. Ruby stares at
her, grinning. Jessica |ooks up at her.

RUBY
Did you have good news?
JESSI CA
(swal | ows)

Yes, actually. Al ex was accepted
into Julliard.

RUBY
That's fantastic. Well, it depends
on how you |l ook at it.

ALEX
What do you nean?

RUBY
Jessica did good at her audition and
got the part in a novie.

JESSI CA
Are you serious?
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ALEX
VWhat audition?

RUBY
Oh, she didn't tell you? Jessica
audi tioned for the new Spiel berg
novi e and got the part.

JESSI CA
When does filmng start?

RUBY
Monday. You will have to fly out to
Germany in two nights night.

JESSI CA
Cer many?

RUBY
Didn't | tell you? They're filmng
in Germany for nine nonths.
(to Al ex)
It's a Wrld War Two film

Jessica and Al ex | ook at each other, suddenly afraid.

RUBY ( CONT' D)

| know | was surprised, too!
never thought she woul d get another
part in anything. | practically had

to force her into dating you to get
her publicity neter rising.

Al ex gives Ruby a confused |ook. Jessica get a horrified
| ook. She's ready to kick sonme Ruby ass.

Ruby nerely drinks fromher glass. She stares at Jessica
fromthe rim She sets the drink down calnmy.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
(sweetly)
Didn't you know?
I NT. JESSICA'S MANSI ON - NI GHT

Jessica stornms through the front door. Alex SLAMS it as he
wal ks in after her. They are both furious at each other.

ALEX
How nmuch of this was real, Jessica?

She doesn't answer. She just stonps back to her room
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I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - JESSI CA' S BEDROOM - N GHT

Jessica wal ks over to her closet and takes Al ex's suitcase
out. She throws it on the bed. It bounces open. (oing
back into the closet, Jessica begins to throw Al ex's clothes
toward the suitcase, m ssing nost of the tine.

Al ex stornms back in next. Sonething bad went down in the
car ride here.

ALEX
Jessi ca!

Jessica throws another heap of clothes toward the suitcase.
Then she marches out of the cl oset.

JESSI CA
You want to know how nuch of that
was real? Al of it! Every single
dam second.
(acknow edgi ng the
cl ot hes)
See this? Al real

She returns to the cl oset.

ALEX
Wiy didn't you tell ne about the
audi tion?

JESSI CA

| didn't think I would have to fly
hal f way around the world when | got
it. Sorry! M bad!

ALEX
So now you gi ve ne sarcasnf?

JESSI CA
No, now |I'm giving you clothes. |
gave you sarcasmin the car.

ALEX
Wiy are you even mad at ne?

JESSI CA
BECAUSE RUBY | SN T HERE

Jessica throws the |ast of Alex's clothes out of the closet.
She noves to the backpack in the corner. Alex gets in front
of her first and grabs her by the arns.

ALEX
Stop this.
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JESSI CA
(war ni ng)
Let go of ne, Al ex.

Alex lets go of her. Jessica takes the backpack out of the
corner. She opens it. The folder is sticking out. Jessica
doesn't notice it. She takes the whole thing into the
bat hr oom

I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Jessica wal ks to the cabinet and rips it open. Al ex walks
in behind her. He stays in the doorway. Jessica starts to
pull Al ex's bathroomthings fromthe cabinet and shove t hem
into the backpack

JESSI CA
(1 ooking at the fol der)
VWhat is this?

Al ex sees her open the folder.

ALEX
No!

Too late. She opens the little packet of positive death.

Silence. Jessica' s reading all about herself. She turns to
Al ex conpletely horrified.

JESSI CA
(hol di ng the folder
up)
VWhat is this?

ALEX
It's nothing.

JESSI CA
| sure as hell hope you are just
this forgetful. Alex, what is this?

ALEX
It's before | net you.

JESSI CA

CLEARLY!

(reading fromthe

f ol der)
Her favorite color is red. Her
favorite fruit is the green grape.
| use Crest toothpaste. Victoria's
Secret.

(1 ooks at Al ex)
Are you stal king ne?



Jessica throws the backpack at him

awe.

ALEX
Alright, | know this | ooks bad, but
it'"s not! | got that froma friend.
JESSI CA

Your friend is stal king ne?

ALEX
It's not |like that.

JESSI CA
Then what is it? Because what |
think this is sonething sick

ALEX
|'ve never | ooked at it.
JESSI CA
See, | find that hard to believe.

Everything is typed until the bottom
of the page, then there's pen.

ALEX
Kali nust have added stuff while |
was gone.

JESSI CA
The stal ker has a nane?!
ALEX
This isn't her fault.
JESSI CA
So then this is yours?
ALEX
(giving up)
Yes.
JESSI CA
Get out.
ALEX
VWhat ?
JESSI CA

Get out. Take your crap with you.

ALEX
Jessi ca. Pl ease.

Al ex catches it with

96.
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JESSI CA
| f you don't get out of ny house
right now, so help ne | wll cal
t he cops.

Al ex knows when to quit. He takes his things and wal ks out
the door. Jessica, still angry, |ooks around for sonething
el se to throw

I NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Al ex KNOCKS on the door to Jeff's apartnent. Hi s backpack
sl ung around his shoul der, and his suitcase is standi ng next
to him

The door opens. Jeff is standing there in his pajams. He
squints fromthe sudden light in the hallway. He understands
when he sees the | ook of sorrow on Alex's face.

No words need to be said. Jeff welcones Alex in and cl oses
t he door.

I NT. JESSI CA'S MANSI ON - JESSI CA' S BEDROOM - N GHT

Jessica is sprawed out in a pile of Alex's clothes on her
bed. Used tissues surround her. She adds to them when she
W pes her eyes. She picks up a magazine with the picture of
her and Alex kissing in the rain. This just nmakes her cry
even nore. She throws it across the room

I NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT - GUEST BEDROOM - NI GHT

Alex is half covered by the blankets on his bed. He just
stares at the ceiling, wondering what went w ong.

The DIG TAL CLOCK switches to read two-thirty. Al ex |ooks
at it. He rolls over on his side and tries to sleep, but it
doesn't cone easily.

I NT. RUBY'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Jessi ca knocks, then enters. She looks terrible. Her hair
is messy, her eyes are all blotchy, and she's not wearing
make up.

Ruby is no where to be found in her office of packing boxes.
Jessica | ooks around for her.

JESSI CA
Ruby?

Ruby' s head pops up behind a tall box.

RUBY
Yeah?
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JESSI CA
What is all this? D d you | ose one
of your biggest clients or sonething?

RUBY
No. |I'minsuring that | don't by
doing this. I'mcomng with you to
Cer many!

JESSI CA
Why are you bringing all your stuff
w th you?

RUBY
You know how | hate that German built
crap.

Jessica | ooks for a place to sit, but can't seemto find a
chair.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
|"msorry about the other day. |
shoul dn't have forced your hand with
Al ex.

JESSI CA
It doesn't matter anynore. W broke
up last night.

RUBY
Wul d that be why you | ook |ike shit?

JESSI CA
Pr obabl y.

Jessica | ooks |ike she is about to cry again.

RUBY
" msorry about Al ex.
JESSI CA
You don't have to lie, Ruby. | know
you got what you wanted. You al ways
do.
RUBY
No | didn't. | want you to be happy.
JESSI CA

You couldn't have told me that
earlier?
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RUBY

You know | was never one with good
timng. But what's done is done.
No use crying over spilt mlk. W
are going to fly to Germany. You
wll nmeet a cute guy. Have a good
time. You wont even have tine to
t hi nk about that nobody.

Jessica gives Ruby a "don't even go there" |ook.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
You wont have tine to think about
Alex is what | neant.

Jessica just stands there.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
So are you just going to stand there
or are you going to help ne pack?
Come on! We have to be on a plane
in three hours.

Jessi ca hel ps Ruby nove a box.

RUBY ( CONT' D)
That's the spirit!

I NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT - DI Nl NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Sandy, in a business suit, pours herself a cup of coffee
before she heads out to work. She wal ks over to Jeff, who
is reading the paper, and gives hima kiss on the forehead.

JEFF
Have a good day.

SANDY
You, too.

Sandy wal ks out of the apartnent. Jeff |owers his newspaper
and shows Alex. He picks at his bow of soggy cereal.

JEFF
Are you going to eat that?

Al ex just slides the bow away from him

JEFF ( CONT' D)
You want to tal k about it?

Al ex shakes his head no.

JEFF ( CONT' D)
Are you going to shower today?



100.
Al ex just shrugs.

JEFF ( CONT' D)
You snell |like ass.

Al ex doesn't acknow edge that.

JEFF
Right. Well | have to get ready for
wor K.

Jeff gets up--then he adds.

JEFF ( CONT' D)
Stay away fromthe knife drawer.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Alex runs in the brisk norning air. Mrning commuters try
to stay out of his way. He's doing a fast jog. Buildings
bl ur past him He alnost runs conpletely past a nagazi ne
vendor on the street in the shadows of a buil ding.

He gets a few steps past, then wal ks backwards and | ooks
closer. There are several of the nagazines with him and
Jessica on the cover.

Al ex picks up the magazines. Six in all.

VENDCR
How many?

ALEX
Si x, please.

Al ex bends over and takes a twenty out of his shoe and hands
it to the vendor.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Keep the change.

Al ex puts the magazi nes under his arm and wal ks to the nearest
trashcan. He dunps themthere and takes off jogging again.

I NT. Al RPORT - DAY

Jessica sits by Ruby, waiting for their flight nunber. 1It's
cal l ed, but Jessica doesn't hear it.

Ruby gets up.

RUBY
Jessica. Cone on, that was our call.

Jessica sits in a daze.
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RUBY ( CONT' D)
Jessi ca.

Jessica just looks in the cromd and then--Al ex appears! He
forces his way through everybody and runs towards her.
Jessica is overjoyed. She stands up to greet him

RUBY ( CONT' D)
Jessi ca!

In a blink, Jessica's perfect vision is gone. No Al ex.
Jessica | ooks to Ruby. She realizes she is standing.

JESSI| CA
What ?

RUBY
(concer ned)
Are you okay?

JESSI CA
(thinks about it)
No.

Ruby keeps an eye on Jessica as they walk to the |ady checking
boar di ng passes.

Jessica | ooks into the crowd of airport people again just
for that little hope at a happy ending. There isn't one.

I NT. MARCIE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Al ex wal ks into the nessy office. He's sweaty fromhis run.
Marci e | ooks up fromher work pile.

ALEX
Tell me. How does a lady with one
client have so nuch paper work?

MARCI E
This? It's all scenery. Half of
this is blank printer paper.

Alex sits in a chair.

MARCI E ( CONT' D)
What ever you want, nmake it quick.

You sti nk.

ALEX
| got accepted to Julliard. | haven't
figured out how I'mgoing to pay for
it yet, but I"'mdefinitely going
this tine.



MARCI E
That's great, kid.
ALEX
Thi s neans good bye, Marcie.
MARCI E
| know.
ALEX
You do?
MARCI E

Every time you have wal ked into this
office | have expected a good bye
fromyou. | know |I'm not the best
agent in the world. [|'msurprised
you stuck it out with ne this |ong.
As soon as you |leave, I'mtorching
this office and noving to sone ot her
career. The scenery will nake great
fire starter.

ALEX
So this really is good bye?

MARCI E
|'mafraid so.
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Marcie gets up. She walks to Alex. He stands up and gives
Marcie keeps himin a that hold for a long tine.

her a hug.
When t hey

She | aughs as she w pes away her tear.

chuckl e.

pull away from each other, Mrcie sheds a tear.

ALEX
Marci e, are you crying?

MARCI E
yfully punches

p
hi m
it, kidl You weren't supposed
tice.

Q

ALEX
|"mgoing to mss you.

MARCI E
You have nmy nunber. Don't be a
stranger. | know where you will be.
|f you don't contact me I'll find

you.

Alex lets out a
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ALEX
(1 aughs)
Ckay.

MARCI E
| ' m serious.

ALEX
(sml es)
| know.

MARCI E
Now get out of here! | prom sed
nmyself | wouldn't let nyself cry in
front of a man after | started beat
my second husband.

Al ex | eaves.

Marcie sits back at her desk and pulls out a bottle of Vodka.
She takes a drink, then pours the rest on the piles of paper
on her desk.

| NT. JEFF' S APARTMENT - DAY
Jeff wal ks into his apartnent.

in atowl. He's just finished a shower.
the mail in his hand

Al ex wal ks out of the hallway
Jeff 1 ooks through

JEFF
You got sonet hing.

ALEX
| did?
Jeff tosses an envelope to Alex. Alex catches it and sits
on the couch.

Upon exam nation, Alex finds
letters on the back. On the

Alex tears the letter open.
for the first years tuition
Alex picks it up and it says

Al ex just stares at the note.

JEFF
What is it?
ALEX
Not hi ng.

his nane witten in bold,
front "FOR JULLI ARD'

capita
is witten.

He pulls out a check big enough
A note falls out with it.
"Wth all ny love -- Jessica"
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| NT. GERVAN MOVI E SET - DAY

Assistants run around |ike crazy. Jessica, now a bl onde,

wal ks of f a sound stage of a kitchen. Her hair is done up
to the style worn by ladies during Wrld War Two. She | ooks
i ke a typical house wfe.

JESSI CA
(yells)
|"mgoing to go rehearse lines in ny
trailer if anybody needs ne!

She wal ks past a snack table and takes a bottle of water
froma bow of ice. Opening a door, Jessica steps out to..

EXT. GERVMAN MOVI E SET - DAY

Sweltering heat. A few pins are pulls fromher hair and she
takes her blonde wig off. Her brown hair falls to her

shoul ders. She wal ks back to her trailer. She opens the
door and wal ks in.

I NT. JESSI CA'S TRAI LER - DAY

Thousands of yellow tulips and red tulips split the trailer
into two sections. The flowers cover the floor, cover the
furniture, and they are stuck to the walls.

What i s happening? Jessica |ooks around for her answer.
It's Alex. He's standing with a bouquet m x of tulips.
Jessica is alnost in tears.

ALEX
It was a tie, right?

Jessica runs at him She waps her arnms around hi mand
snothers himw th kisses. Alex drops the flowers and hol ds
her close to him

JESSI CA
What are you doi ng here!? What
happened to Jul liard?

ALEX
No el evators.

JESSI| CA
VWhat ?

ALEX

| was trying to get ny suitcases to
my roomusing the stairs, and when
| ooked around, there was no el evator.
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JESSI CA
What ? That doesn't nmke any sense.

ALEX
| need you in ny life, Jessica.
When I'mw th you, everything seens
easier. It doesn't feel conplete
W t hout you.

JESSI CA
You gave up all your dreans to be
with me, though

ALEX
No. Being with you nmakes all ny
dreans cone true.

JESSI CA
But - -
ALEX
Julliard wll always be there.
JESSI CA
But - -
ALEX

| know. [It's okay.

JESSI CA
How did you find ne?

ALEX
Ruby.

Jessica turns. Ruby is smling in the doorway.
RUBY
VWhat can | say? |'ma sucker for a
happy endi ng.

Jessica | aughs at her. Jessica turns back to Al ex and ki sses
himagain. This time nothing wll conme between them

FADE QOUT:
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