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OPEN:

EXT. HOUSE - DAY

Aaron is stood outside the doorway of his girlfriend
Justine’s house. The girlfriend part is something that she
is hoping to change.

AARON
You’ re dunpi ng ne?

JUSTI NE
|’mafraid so. It’s not working out
and |’ mgoing to have to let you

go.

AARON
Let nme go?

JUSTI NE
" m sorry.

AARON
|s there soneone el se?

JUSTI NE
| just don’t want to be tied down
to any one person. That person
bei ng you.

AARON
What’s wong with nme?

JUSTI NE
There’s nothing specific. It’s not
you, it’s ne.

AARON
Real | y?
JUSTI NE
Not really.
AARON
What do you nean?
JUSTI NE
It’s you. | just don’t want to be a

part of this union anynore.
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AARON
What am | supposed to do wi thout
you?

JUSTI NE

| don’t know. If it nmkes it any
better then-

Justine reaches inside the house and pulls out a | arge
cardboard box.

She hands to a puzzl ed Aaron.

JUSTI NE
This m ght help with things.

AARON
Kittens? You re giving ne a box of
kittens?

JUSTI NE

It might help you to focus in this
difficult tine.

AARON
But | don't want kittens. | want
you.

JUSTI NE

Pl ease take the kittens. Goodbye,
Aaron. Take care of yourself.

Justine starts to close the door.

AARON
| | ove you.

The door slans in his face.
Aaron is shell shocked. He | ooks into the box.
CUT TO
CREDI TS (WH TE TEXT ON BLACK)
" KI TTENS'
CUT TO



| NT. BUS SHELTER - DAY

Aaron is sat with the box on his | ap. He | ooks at the
mew i ng kittens.

The bus pulls up.

He goes to get on. Since both his hands are full, he has to
take careful steps.

DRI VER
VWhoa there. What's that?

AARON
It'’s a box of kittens.

DRI VER
Kittens, as in cats?

AARON
No, kittens as in |lizards. How nuch
to Mansel |l Avenue?

DRI VER
You can’t bring them on here.

AARON
Way not ?

DRI VER
Heal th and safety. No aninals
al | oned.

AARON
They're kittens. They're not
danger ous.

DRI VER
That’s not the issue. W can’'t have
t hem on here.

AARON
You | et dogs on here.

DRI VER
Qui de dogs. You know, dogs for the
bl i nd.

AARON
Can’t you just | ook the other way
on this one? |I’ve just been dunped
and-
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DRI VER
Look, buddy, | don’t nake the
rul es.

AARON

They' re just kittens.

DRI VER
Can you nove al ong, please? There
are people waiting to board.

AARON
This is crazy.

DRI VER
Says the man with a box of cats.

AARON
| can’t believe this.

DRI VER
Have a good day, sir.

Aaron grunbles and exits.

EXT. STREET - SAME
Aaron heads down the street.

A man passes. He is wal king a dog which barks at Aaron and
t he cats.

AARON
Shut up.

CUT TGO

EXT. PARK - DAY
Aaron is sat on a park bench.
The box of kittens is on the enpty space next to him

AARON

(on nobile)
A box of cats. | gave her ny heart
and soul for four and a half years
and she gave ne a box full of cats!
Can you believe that? OF course you
can’'t, it’s ridiculous. No one
gi ves anyone a box of aninmals at

( MORE)
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AARON (cont’ d)

any tinme, least of all during a
break up. | nean, what the hell am
| supposed to do with then? | don’t
even think I’"mallowed to keep pets
at the flat. This is her final kick
in the nuts. She thought: "I1’1I1
break Aaron’s heart and ruin his
weekend. What el se could | do? How
could I top that and give hima
truly uni que break up experience?
know, 1’1l give himsone kittens."

(sighs)
So, Mom if you get this nessage,
pl ease call me back. This is your
Son. I'mat the end of ny tether.

Aaron stuffs the phone back into his pocket.

The kittens can be heard.

Aaron | ooks at the box and then off canera. He | ooks at the
box of furry responsibility and then towards freedom He
wei ghts up the options before he gets up and wal ks away,

| eaving the cats behind.

We hold onto the cats for a |long beat. W can hear them
meow ng.

Aaron returns. He can’'t just |eave them He scoops up the
box, shakes his head and exits.

CUT TO

EXT. STREET - DAY

Aaron wal ks with the box.

He passes a small pet store. He stops, spins on his heels
and heads i nsi de.

| NT. PET STORE - SAME

Aar on approaches the counter of the shop.

The place is old fashioned and filled with animal-rel ated
products. He can hear birds squawking in the back. Aaron

notices a bell on the counter and rings it.

A man (LARRY) energes fromthe back room He greets Aaron
with a warmsmni | e.
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LARRY
Hel | o, young man. How can | help
you?
AARON

| have sone cats.

LARRY
We have lots of itens for cats
toys, food, scratching posts,
casual | ackets.

AARON
|’ mnot really | ooking to buy
anything like that. You see, | have
sone cats that | thought you m ght
like to sell.

LARRY
Cats?

AARON

In this box. See.

Aaron shows hi mthe box.

AARON
| was given themas a parting gift
but | really can’t | ook after them
| was wal ki ng past this place and-

LARRY
We don’t really buy animals from
people. W usually sell them

AARON
Ch, I'mnot selling them |’ m
donating them To you. Take ny
cats.

LARRY
| can’t do that, sir.

AARON
Why not ?

LARRY

Those cats aren’t very attractive.

AARON
What do you nean 'not very
attractive ? They’'re kittens. Look
at the kittens, Larry. Look at

( MORE)
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AARON (cont’ d)
their little furry faces. They're
cute as buttons.

LARRY
Cute is one thing but we really
sell attractive ani mal s.

AARON
|'mafraid | don’t understand. Wat
constitutes as attractive?

LARRY
The 'Wow factor?

AARON
The "Ww factor. Who buys a pet
based on that?

LARRY
My custoners. They cone here to buy
handsonme creatures. Have you seen
our fish?
(points)
They’ re charm ng.

AARON
Fish | ook nostly generic.

LARRY
Not our fi sh.

AARON
So you don’'t want a box of free
cats?

LARRY
If they were nore attractive, |'d
bite your hand off. Literally.
Unfortunately, what you have there
is atrio of nediocre felines that
no one woul d want.

AARON
| don’t want themand it’s not
because of their appearance. | just

don’t need cats right now

LARRY
| wish I could help you

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

AARON
No, you don’t. You don’t w sh that
at all.

LARRY

Well, ny first wish would be for a
di anond j acket. The second, and I'm
not trying to be rude here, would
be for you to go away.

AARON
Fi ne.

Aaron picks up the box of cats and pulls a face at Larry.

Larry reacts in mld shock at this rather weak, inpronptu
gesture.

Aaron exits.
Larry shakes his head.
LARRY
What a strange young man.
EXT. STREET - SAME
Aaron heads down the the street with his box of cats.

He passes an arguing couple. He stops, |ooks at the cute
kittens and wal ks over to them

He coughs to get their attention.

LAURA, the teary eyed girl and ROBIN, her red-faced partner,
turn to see Aaron offering his best fake smle.

AARON
Hell o t here.

LAURA
Hel | 0?

AARON

|’msorry to interrupt your
argunent but, since | hate seeing
| ove fall apart, | thought 1'd
throw ny hat into the arena. O
shoul d that be cat into the arena?

Aaron shows them the box of cats.
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LAURA
Aww

AARON
| know! Look at their little,
cal mng faces. | don’t know what

your problens are but couldn’'t you
bot h put down your swords to |avish
attention on one, if not all, of

t hese adorable kittens? They are
free to a good hone.

ROBI N
| don’t think cats are the answer
to our problens.

LAURA
But they' re so cute!

ROBI N
Be that as it may, they' re not
goi ng to solve our problens.

AARON
Are you sure? Cats are supposed to
be rel axing. Stroke one. See how it
feels.

ROBI N
| don’t think that-

AARON
Get your hand in there. Stroke one.
Stroke all three if you |like. Fee
their soft fur.

Robi n puts his hand into the box.

AARON
Can you feel that sexual anger just
mel ting away? | can. Keep stoking
them sir. Keep feeling the |ove.

LAURA
Can | stroke thenf

ROBI N
You’ ve stroked enough!

AARON
Let her have a turn.
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ROBI N
She doesn’t deserve to stroke these
cats.

AARON
Cone together. Show them | ove. Show
each other love. After all, a house
di vi ded cannot stand. O sonething.

ROBI N
She cheated on ne.

Aaron i mmedi ately drops the act and angrily yanks the box
from Laura

Robi n continues to stoke the cats as Aaron addresses Laura.

AARON
How coul d you?

LAURA
It’s not really any of your
busi ness. Could | stoke the cats
now pl ease?

AARON
No! This wonged man is correct.
You don’t deserve to stoke these
| ovely kittens.

LAURA
But | want to stroke them

AARON
You' ve stroked enough! No, these
animals are for people that know
how to be | oyal and decent!

ROBI N
Yeah, the strange nman with the box
of cats is right. You cheated on ne
Six times in six nonths...with six
di fferent peopl e!

AARON
Have you no shane?

LAURA
| have a bit of shane.

AARON
| don’t think you do.
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ROBI N
She doesn’'t.

AARON
| ve just been dunped so | know
what this poor guy is going
t hrough. You are the worst kind of
person, you
grass-i s-al ways-greener-on-the-ot her-side
bi t ch!

LAURA
Stuff this.

Laura exits.

AARON
You don’t need her, dude.

ROBI N
You' re right. Thanks for that. |
probably woul d have buckled if it
wasn’t for you. | keep doing it, |
don’ t know why.

AARON
Love is hell. Still, now you ve got
these cats to ease your broken
heart.

ROBI N
| don’t want the cats, pal. It was

nice to stroke them and everythi ng
but I don’t have the time to | ook
after pets. Not now I'’mgoing to be
living the single life again. I’'m
going to indul ge and enjoy nyself!

AARON
Coul d you at | east take one? That
way we can both enjoy ourselves on
a part time basis.

ROBI N
Thanks but |’ be fine. Thanks for
everyt hi ng t hough.
AARON
Hal f a cat?
ROBI N
Doesn’t make sense, mate. Thanks

agai n.
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Robi n exits.

AARON
Damm it! What do | have to do?

A busi ness worman, tal king quickly on her nobile, passes
Aar on.

AARON
Hey, Mackintosh! Do you want sone
free cats or what?

The woman waves hi m of f.

Aar on shakes his head. He places the cats onto the floor and
starts to shout.

AARON
FREE CATS! COVE AND GET YOUR FREE
CATS! No sinister small print, just
free cats! Roll up! Roll up

The peopl e around himare naturally dubi ous about this
strange young man and his box of supposed cats.

MAN

Why are you giving away kittens?
AARON

Because | can’'t | ook after them
MAN

Way not ?
AARON

Vell, I livein a flat for one

thing. It’s not practical.

MAN
You coul d nove.

AARON
That’'s not a practical solution. Do
you want a cat or what?

MAN
What’s wong with then?

AARON
Way woul d there be anything w ong
with thenf

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

13.

MAN
No one gives anything away these
days. No wi thout anything tacked
on.

AARON
And what would | 'tack on’ to these
cats? Listening devices?

MAN
You coul d be using themto snuggl e
dr ugs.

AARON

It’s drugs nule, sir, not drugs
cat. Myve along. You re wasting ny
time..and you're weird. Be gone.
Hop it. You just lost out on a free
pet .

Aaron waves the nman off.

A man in a conbat jacket waltzes over. He has his nane
"ROGER witten on his jacket.

AARON
And what’s your nane then?

ROGER

(not getting the sarcasn

Roger.

AARON
Can | interest you in a cat or two,
Roger ?

ROCGER
Do they fight?

AARON
Only in the way that cats normally
do. | don’t know.

ROGER
Could they be trained to fight for
noney?

AARON
What ?

ROGER

|"’mtrying to put together a
sort-of cock fight. But with cats.
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AARON
(rolls eyes)
G ve nme strength!

ROGER
|s that a no?

AARON
That’ s a massive no. Myve al ong.
(to hinself)
| don’t believe this.

Anot her odd | ooki ng character approaches but Aaron cuts him
of f before he even says anyt hi ng.

AARON
No! Turn around. Go onl!

CUT TO

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
We are in Aaron’s living room The TV is on.

We pan around before slowy revealing Aaron. He has the
kittens crawl i ng over him

He | ooks m serabl e.

The cats clinb over him One of themclinbs up his face and
sits on his head. The other is relaxing on his shoul der and
the third kitten is sleeping in his |ap.

We nove closer to Aaron’s sad expression.

The kittens purr and neow.

The phone ri ngs.

Aaron slowy reaches over and picks up the phone.

AARON
Aar on speaki ng.

JUSTINE (V. O
Aaron, it’'s Justine.

AARON
Hel | o.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

JUSTINE (V.0
Are you OK?

AARON
Meh.

JUSTINE (V.0
| just wanted to call you and see
how you are. Everything was so

wei rd when we spoke. | nean, | gave
you a box of cats for gods sake!
That’ s not rational thinking. | was

in such an odd place the other day.
It’s been a rough ride. Look, could
we go for a drink and tal k about
things? | mss you. W could go to
that bar we went to on our first
date. Renenber that? | know soneone

who can have the cats. |’ve already
| ooked into that for you. Wat do
you say?

AARON

That’'s OK. W don’t have to do
that. We didn’t work out and it’s
better than we | ook for other
people. Oh, and F.Y.I..

A tail waves in his face. Aaron’s sad face starts to turn
and a smle forns.

AARON
.. 1" m keeping the fucking kittens.

FADE QUT:



