I Am Sonebody
By
April J. Mller

Aapriljm | er@ahoo.com
770-253-2198



FADE | N

EXT. RURAL I NDI A - DAY

A car drives towards a village, stopping under a tree in the
outskirts. ANYA (19) and JULI E KI RKLAND, her Manager, get
out. Anya gazes over her girlhood honme, tears spill over
her eyes.

ANYA
| " m hone.

A short distance away, a YOUNG BOY, SAAD (8), sees them and
runs away. Anya foll ows.

EXT. VI LLACGE - DAY

SUPER - FOUR YEARS EARLI ER

A young Anya (15)is sitting under a tree, a SMALL GROUP OF
CHI LDREN crowded around here. A nound of snmmll rocks sits
besi de her. As she teaches, she illustrates with the rocks.

ANYA
If I had six goats and two goats
ran away how many would | have?

CH LD #1
| would still have six because |
woul d find the other two.

ANYA
That is a wise answer, but it does
not solve the counting question.

CHI LD #2
You woul d have four.

ANYA
Correct. What if you purchased six
nor e?

CH LD #1
You would be rich and snell 1ike
goat s.

ANYA

| f you are not going to try, then
say not hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

CHI LD #3
That woul d nake twel ve.

ANYA
Very good. You are getting better.

Anya’ s MOTHER, AMBI , conmes around a bui |l di ng.

AMVBI
Anya, cone. It’s time to get ready
for the Sangeet cerenony.

ANYA
" m com ng.
(To the children)
| have to go.

CH LD #3
Anya, when you get married, wll
you go away?

ANYA
| have to live with ny husband.

CHI LD #4
Have you seen himyet?

ANYA
Yes, once. His parents brought him
over so that we could neet. He's
very good | ooki ng.

CHI LD #3
| don’t want you to | eave.

ANYA
|’msorry, but it is the way it is.

ANVBI
Conme, Bul Bul. Stop playing in the
dirt. You nust be bathed and
ready.

Anya stand up to | eave.

CH LD #3
Sing to us Bul Bul.
ANYA
Not now. | wll later. | still
have a week before |I'm
married. 1’1l see you later.

Anya foll ows her nother



| NT. LARGE ROOM - DAY

The Sangeet Cerenobny is a wonen only occasi on of joyous
singi ng and dancing. WOVEN sit on the floor tal king, others
dance to the DHOLAK and SPOONS.

GAURI
| remenber when Anya was only
five. She fell into the

stream \Wen everyone was
| aughi ng, instead of crying she
stood up, defiant, her fists at her

side and cried, "I wanted to get
wet . "

VEDI
Oh, yes. Even then she was so sure
of herself.

AMVBI

But she has grown into a good,
strong wonan.

DRI STI
In a | and where nany worman are |ike
cattle, I'mnot sure if it is a

bl essing or a curse.

AMVBI
| consider it a blessing. She wll
run her household well and be a
hel per to her husband.

VEDI
What does her husband do?

ANVBI
Hs father owns a textile
busi ness. Kedar is learning to run
t he business and will take it over

sonme day.

GAURI
That is good. She will be well
off. If he prospers she may even

beconme rich.

ANYA
| would rather have a good nmarri age
with many children. Being rich
with a bad husband wll still nean
m sery.
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CONTI NUED: 4.

VEDI
Well|l said. You are wise, Anya. |
speak a bl essing into your
marriage. My you be blessed with
t he happi ness and children you
desire.

ANYA
Thank you.
(To Anbi)
But, what if he will not allow e
to follow ny dreans? Wat if | am
j ust anot her possession for himto
have?

ANVBI
Al ways renenber, ny darling, as
| ong as you hold onto yourself,
your dreans will never die. Even
if you have to wait for them or
fight for them they are forever

yours.
DRI STI
Sing for us Bul Bul.
VEDI
Yes, please. | |ove hearing you
si ng.
ANYA

I f you desire it.

Anya gets up and talks to the nusicians. They acconmpany her
as she dances and si ngs.

DRI STI
That was beautiful. There is no
singer |ike Bul Bul:our
ni ghti ngal e.

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY

Two cars drive into the village. They park away fromthe
bui l di ngs. THREE BOYS see them Two run away, but SAAD
stays and wat ches from hi di ng.

KEDAR, Anya' s betrothed gets out of the first car. TW MEN
VI KESH and TARI K clinb out of the second.
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CONTI NUED: 5.

VI KESH
Where is she?

KEDAR
| don’t know. Maybe in her house.

VI KESH
How do you plan to get her out?

KEDAR
1’1l think of sonething.

VI KESH
If we stay here long, people wll
see us. She had better be worth
what you owe.

KEDAR
She is. | saw her only | ast
month. She’s very
beautiful. You Il get a good price
for her.
TARI K
And what wll you do wi thout a
bri de?
KEDAR

Wi ||

| can get a woman anywhere.
th

I
tell ny parents she ran away w
another man. They will find ne
soneone el se.

In the distance, they see Anya wal king. She sings softly to
hersel f.

KEDAR
There she is. 1’1l call her over
bet ween the buil dings then you can
t ake her.

Kedar runs to intercept Anya.

Anya spies a novenent and stops. Kedar steps out and
notions for her to conme. She’'s hesitant. She |ooks around
for another person, but there is no one. She wal ks towards
Kedar .

ANYA

Kedar, what are you doing? |
cannot see you al one.
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KEDAR
Anya, | need help. Please, cone
and let nme talk to you.

ANYA
You know | can’t. 1'Il go and get
one of the nmen to help you.

KEDAR
No. You don’t understand. This is
about our marriage. It’s you |

must tal k to.

Anya wal ks reluctantly towards Kedar. She stops a few feet
awnay.

ANYA
kay, what is it?

Kedar wal ks up to her

KEDAR
|’ msorry, Anya, but | cannot marry
you.

ANYA
What ?

Unt hi nki ng, she steps cl oser.

ANYA
What are you saying? Wy?

When she gets cl ose, Kedar grabs her arm and drags her
bet ween the buil dings where Vi kesh and Tarik are waiting.

ANYA
Kedar, what are you doing? Who are
t hese nen

KEDAR

Men | owe nobney to.
Anya struggl es.

ANYA
Stop, | eave ne al one.

She begins to scream but a blanket is thrown over her

head. She is dragged to their car and shoved into the back
seat with TariKk.
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VI KESH
kay, this evens things up, but
next time, I won’'t go to this nuch

trouble to get ny noney.

KEDAR
There won’'t be a next tine.

Vi kesh gets into his car and drives away. As Kedar clinbs
into his car, Saad runs across the village until he cones to
a house. He pounds on the door.

SAAD
Fahad, Fahad, open the door.

The door opens and Anya’'s father, FAHAD wal ks out.
FAHAD

Saad, why are you pounding on the
door |ike that?

SAAD
They’ ve taken her. They’ ve taken
Anya.

FAHAD

Who' s taken Anya?

SAAD
| saw them It was Kedar. He
brought two nen with him He told
Anya he wanted to talk to her, but
t hen grabbed her and gave her to
the two nen. They’ ve taken her
awnay.

FAHAD
No. Not Kedar. He’'s a good
man. You nust be wrong.

SAAD
No, | saw him It was Kedar. You
must hurry before they get away.

Ambi conmes up besi de Fahad.

AMVBI
What is wrong?
FAHAD
Saad says that two nmen have taken

Anya.
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ANBI
VWhat ? How can that be?

FAHAD
He says that Kedar tricked her then
he gave her to them and they’ ve
t aken her away.

Anbi doubl es over.

AMBI
No. Anya.

Fahad hol ds her.
FAHAD

Cone, we have to talk to his

parents. Get ready while | get the

car.
EXT. KALKATA, |NDI A - DAY
Vi kesh drives through Kal kata (Cal cutta).
Scenes of beautiful architecture, tourists and shops.
The car drives into the "red light" district. It stops
before a tall building. Along the front are caged-in
verandas with wonman sitting inside. Anya is pulled out of
the car and taken inside.
| NT. BROTHEL - DAY
The main roomis shabby with several dirty couches. They

are met by a LARGE WOMAN. She is Dayita, the Madam of the
bui | di ng.

VI KESH
| have a girl for Kuval

ANYA
VWhat am | doing here? Please help
me, | need to go hone.

DAYI TA
You have no nore hone, girl.

(To Vi kesh)

Thi s way.
She | eads themup stairs and down a hallway. At nany doors

are cenent slabs with WOVEN cooki ng on them CHI LDREN wat ch
themwal k by. Dayita |eads themto a door and opens it.
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DAYI TA
Pl ace her in here. Il will send
word to Kuval .

BEDROOM - DAY

They shove Anya into the room The door is closed behind
her and | ocked. The roomis bare and filthy. Only a double
bed for furniture. Anya grabs the door handle and tries
desperately to open it. Pounding on it, she screans

ANYA
Help me. Pl ease, soneone help ne.

She | ooks around, huggi ng herself. Fear overpowers
her. She | eans against the wall, sinks down and cries.

LATER

The door opens. Anya is huddled in a corner. Vikesh wal ks
in with KUWAL. Kuval, 30's,wears a dianond stud in one ear
and several |engths of gold chain around his neck. He is
rut hl ess and unfeeling, making his noney fromthe suffering
of others. He studies her a nonent.

KUVAL
Make her stand up.

Vi kesh grabs Anya’s armand pulls her to her feet.

ANYA
Pl ease, let nme go hone.
KUVAL
Shut up. How old are you?
VI KESH
Fi fteen.
KUVAL
She’s older than | |ike, but she’s

pretty enough.

VI KESH
|’mtold she sings well.

KUVAL
don't care. She won’'t have nuch

I

to sing about here. Very well,
"1l give you one hundred rupies
for her.
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VI KESH
One hundred? She's worth tw ce
t hat .

ANYA

What are you tal king about? You
can’t buy me |ike a dog.

Kuval sl aps her.

KUVAL
| said shut up. You are no one and
nothing. | will buy you if I want,
and you can do nothing about it.
(To Vi kesh )
Conre. W’IlIl go downstairs and
di scuss the details over sonme

dri nks.

Bot h nmen | eave.

BEDROOM - NI GHT

On the bed, Anya is awakened by the door opening. The room
is dark. A black figure is silhouetted in the door. His
speech is slurred as he tal ks.

KUVAL
You are mne now, Anya.

He wal ks in and cl oses the door. Darkness. Anya screans.

BEDROOM - DAY

Anya sits against the wall on the bed. She hugs her legs in
a tight ball, trenbling and in shock. The door
opens. Dayita stands at the door.

DAYI TA
Come. |’'Il take you to the
bat hr oom

Anya doesn’t nove.

DAYI TA
You can stay here or you can cone,
| don’t care. | have other things
to do. |If you don’t conme now, you
won't be allowed to go again until
thi s eveni ng.
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ANYA
Wiy? Why do you do this? Let ne
go, please.

DAYI TA
It is the way it is. W are
wonen. That is enough.

ANYA
No. It’s not right. You should
not let themdo this.

Dayi ta | aughs

DAYI TA
As if | could change anything. Now
come with me or | shut the door.

Slowy, Anya crawls off the bed.

DAYI TA
And don’t think about
runni ng. Kuval has nmen to watch
over his girls.

Anya foll ows her out the door.

HALLWAY

They wi nd through the PEOPLE in the hallway. Anya hears
footsteps behind her. She turns and sees NADIR (20’ s)
followng them He's a young nman needing to prove how t ough
he is. Dayita opens the door to the | arge comuna

bat hroom  She nods towards Nadir.

DAYI TA
He will be here when you get out
and wi Il take you back to your
room There's no use trying to

escape.

Anya wal ks in and cl oses the door.

BATHROOM
As she | ooks around, a WOVAN wal ks up to her.

WOVAN
You are new?
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ANYA

Yes. They brought ne |ast night.
WOVAN

| amsorry. It is always hardest

at first. Take ny advise - don't
fight. Do what they want. It wll
save you a | ot of pain.

ANYA
How can 1? | was taken by force
fromny famly. | need to get away
fromhere. | need to go hone.
WOVAN
Because they wll beat you if you
don’ t.
ANYA

This isn’t right.

WOVAN
What has that to do with
anything? You are a woman. They
are men. It is the way things
are. You cannot go against it, and
you are foolish if you think you
can.

The woman wal ks past and | eaves. Anya stands a m nute,
thinking. Her distress turns into anger.

HALLWAY

Anya cones out of the bathroom al nbost sl amm ng the

door. She wal ks head up, shoul ders straight back to her
room Several wonen watch her wal k by, then go back to what
t hey are doing while shaking their heads.

EXT. LARGE TOMWN - TEXTILE MLL - DAY

An ol der nodel car pulls in front of the building. Fahad
and Anbi get out and wal k inside.

| NT. TEXTILE MLL - DAY
Fahad wal ks to the front desk where a YOUNG MAN wai ts.
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FAHAD
| need to see M. Rashd
i medi at el y.

YOUNG MAN
Does he know you are coni ng

FAHAD
No. W are the parents of the
woman his sonis to marry in a
week.

YOUNG MAN
Hold on a nonent. [’Il tell him
you are here.

As they wait, Ambi starts crying.

ANVBI
VWhat if he doesn’t help us? Were
woul d they have taken her?

FAHAD
We’'ll take it one step at a
ime. We'll find her.

A side door opens and FARHAT RASHDI (50’'s) wal ks out.

FARHAT
Fahad, Anbi, what are you doi ng
here? You say it is an energency.

FAHAD
May we talk in your office?

FARHAT
O course. Fol | ow me.

FARHAT' S OFFI CE

It is the office of a nan who wants to show he has nore
nmoney than what he has.

FARHAT
Have a seat. Now, what is wong?

FAHAD
Anya has been taken.

FARHAT
Taken? By whon?
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FAHAD
Kedar. One of the boys at the
vill age saw hi mand two ot her nen
take Anya by force.

FARHAT
Kedar? Wy woul d he do
that? They're to be married in a
f ew days.

FAHAD
We don't know. |Is he here? Can
you call himin so we can ask hinf

FARHAT
Let ne find out.

Far het picks up the phone and pushes a button.

FARHAT
| s Kedar there? Good, send himto
my office.
(To Fahad)
He’s here. We'Ill find out what’'s
happening in a few m nutes.

AMVBI
| hope she is all right.

Fahad reaches over and hol ds her hand.
The door opens and Kedar wal ks in.

KEDAR
Yes, fath..

He sees Fahad and Anbi. Fahad stands up.

FAHAD
Where is Anya?

KEDAR
| don’t know.

FAHAD
But you were seen taking her. Wat
have you done with her?

FARHAT
Fahad, wait. Let ne talk to him

Fahad sits back down.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

15.

FARHAT
Kedar, do you know anyt hi ng of
Anya’ s di sappearance? Were you at
the village?

KEDAR
Yes, | was there. But it’s not
what you heard. | received a phone

call froma friend who said he and
Anya had been tal king and had
fallen in love. He was going to
the village to pick her up so that
they can be marri ed.

ANVBI
No, Anya woul d never have done a
thing like that.

KEDAR
| drove there to try and tal k her
out of it, but she wouldn’'t
listen. She got into the car with
hi m and they drove away.

FAHAD
And why didn’'t you tell nme?

KEDAR
| was ashaned. She chose anot her
man over ne.

FAHAD
Saad said he saw you grab her and
give her to the other nen.

KEDAR
No, | was trying to stop her. She
went because she was
determ ned. You know how st ubborn
she can be.

ANVBI
No, he is lying. That is not the
truth.

FARHAT

Who am | to believe? MW own son or
the parents of a willful

girl? There were many tinmes | was
worried if we were making the right
match or not. Now | know. The
marriage i s annulled. Now, please
| eave ny office.
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16.

Fahad takes a crying Anbi into his arns as they wal k out.

FAHAD
W will find her. And we will
|l earn the truth.

| NT. BROTHEL - ANYA' S ROOM - DAY
The door opens and Kuval wal ks in.

KUVAL
Anya, If you do what | ask, | won't
have to hurt you

ANYA
If I do what you ask, | wll die.

KUVAL
You are already dead: dead to your
old life, dead to your famly, dead
to everything you ever knew.

ANYA
| am not dead. | have a
famly. They love ne and are
probably | ooking for ne.

KUVAL
You are a woman. No one cares
about you. Your parents will | ook
for you, then they’'ll go hone and

have another child. You' re alone,
Anya. This is your life

now. Accept it, and it will be
easi er on you.

ANYA
No, | can not. | have a famly.
have dreans. You have no right to
do this.

KUVAL

Stupi d wonman, you are what | say
you are and not hi ng nore.

ANYA
| was told that as long as | hold
onto nyself, ny dreans will never

di e.
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KUVAL
| don’t care about your stupid
dreanms. | care about the noney you
ill bring me, and | prom se, you
i

Wi
will make ne |ots of noney.

ANYA
Then you are the one who is dead.

Kuval slaps Anya with enough force to throw her to the
floor.

HALLWAY

A YOUNG CHI LD |istens as Anya is beaten. H's MOTHER sees
hi m

MOTHER
Chil d, cone here.

The child turns and runs.

The door opens and Kuval wal ks out slanm ng the door. He
stands a nonent, breathing hard. He turns and sees the
child staring at him Anger turns to resolve as he wal ks
awnay.

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY
Fahad and Anbi wal k to their house. Dristi runs up.

DRI STI
Did you find Anya?

FAHAD
No. We went to Kedar’'s father, but
Kedar said Anya had run away wth
anot her nan.

DRI STI
That's a lie.

ANVBI
We know, but Farhat believed his
son i nstead of us.

FAHAD
W went to the authorities, but
they couldn’t help us. They said
that girls run away all the
time. And, if she was taken, then
she coul d be anywhere.
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ANVBI
Anya’s gone fromus. W' |l never
see her again.

DRI STI
So, they don’t know why?

FAHAD
He said it was nost |ikely she was
taken to the brothels.

DRI STI
My cousin told ne of a girl she
knew. Her parents sold her for a
debt they owed. She was taken to
Kal kat a.

ANMBI
Kal kat a?

DRI STI
Yes, that is the closest place
where they can get the best
price. Maybe if you go there, you

will find sonmeone who will admt to

seei ng her.

FAHAD
But where in Kalkata? It is a
great city.

DRI STI
But not so many brothel areas.

ANVBI
Then that is where we w |l
go. Thank you.

DRI STI
| hope you find her. You know,
even when you find her it will be
too | ate.

FAHAD
We | ove our daughter. That does
not matter.

DRI STI
You are good parents. | w sh you
wel | .

18.



19.

I NT. BROTHEL - ANYA' S ROOM - DAY

Anya is despondent. She is covered in bruises. Her arns
and | egs have |l acerations and cigarette burns. She tries to
sit up, but is unable. Staring at the ceiling, tears flow
down her cheeks. She begins singing an old Iull aby.

ANYA”' S ROOM - NI GHT
The door opens. Kuval turns on the |ight.
KUVAL

Anya, | have soneone here for you

to neet. He doesn’'t mnd if you

fight, in fact, he rather enjoys

it.
Anot her MAN wal ks into the room Kuval turns off the |ight
and shuts the door.

| NT. BROTHEL - NI GHT

The man cones down the stairs. Kuval waits in the | obby.

KUVAL
Did you enjoy her?
MAN
Ha. She laid there |ike a dead

fish.

The man wal ks out. Kuval snickers, and then | aughs out
| oud.

| NT. ANYA'S ROOM - NI GHT
Kuval wal ks in and turns on the |ight.

KUVAL
| have soneone else for you to
neet .

Nadir steps in with a large burlap bag. He drops in on the
floor and runs out. The bag wiggles. At the opening, a
snake’ s head energes. A 6' king cobra slithers out. Anya
backs up again the wall. At the novenent, the cobra rears
up, hood extended.
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KUVAL
Il | eave you two to get
acquai nt ed.

Kuval turns out the light and cl oses the door.

HALLWAY

Screans proceeds hi mdown the hall

ANYA” S ROOM - DAY

Dayi ta opens the door.

DAYI TA
Come, girl. [I’'ll take you to the
bat hr oom
Anya is still in shock. She |ooks around.
DAYI TA

No, it is gone. Renenber, they
took it away? Now, cone.

Anya crawl s of f the bed. She staggers and falls. Dayita
pulls her up by the arm and hel ps her out the door.

| NT. BROTHEL - DAY

Dayita sits on a couch when Kuval cones in.

KUVAL

How i s she?
DAYI TA

You have done what you want ed.
KUVAL

She is ready?
DAYI TA

She will not fight you.
KUVAL

Her spirit is broken?
DAYI TA

d not say that. | said she

| di
will not fight you.
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KUVAL
Good enough. |Is there a room at
the street | can use?

DAYI TA
It’s al ready waiting.

KUVAL
Good. Now | can nmake ny noney.

HALLWAY
Kuval opens Anya’s door.

KUVAL
Conme out, Anya. W’'re going to a
di fferent room

Anya obediently steps out and follows himdown the hall. He
opens anot her door and Anya wal ks in.

I NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY

KUVAL
Get settled in and
rested. Tonight, you go to work.

Anya wal ks out onto a veranda where netal bars crisscross
over the opening.

EXT. BROTHEL - DAY

Anya | ooks out from behind a cage. She is |like an aninmal on
t he auction bl ock.

EXT. KALKATA, RED LIGHT DI STRI CT - DAY

DAVI D LONGLY and GREG HI NSLEY, Anerican m ssionaries wal k
through the district with their guide/translator, PATRI CK.

DAVI D
Ch, ny Lord, | never imagined it
was like this. W’'re only alittle
ways fromthe tourist area.

PATRI CK
Most maj or Indian cities have
districts like this. Calcutta is
one of the worst.
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GREG
|’ve heard this is just the tip of
t he iceberg.

PATRI CK
That’'s true. The use of wonen is
preval ent throughout our culture.

DAVI D
Thr oughout the worl d.

PATRI CK
Wth the building we are
purchasing, we'll be able to house
t he ones we rescue, educate them
and teach thema trade. It wll

al so give thema base to find a job
and get out on their own.

GREG
| salute you, but how do you stay
focused and not get overwhel ned?

PATRI CK
We remenber that the difference we
meke in one life, is a precious
stone in Jesus’ crown.

DAVI D
Are those cages?

PATRI CK
Yes. These are the ones who are
new and a flight risk.

DAVI D
They’' re caged |i ke ani nmal s.

PATRI CK
And sold like cattle. W try to
talk to them sonetinmes, but it is
danger ous because these are
guarded. You risk a beating if you
try to convert or encourage them

They stop bel ow Anya’s cage. She wears new clothes, jewelry
and nake- up.

GREG

She’ s beautiful. She [ooks only
fourteen or fifteen.
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PATRI CK
| have not seen her before.

DAVI D
Such despair in her eyes.

PATRI CK
Oten, these girls are ki dnapped
fromtheir homes or sold by their
famlies. She s |ost everything.

Greg wal ks up to Anya’' s cage.

GREG
Hell o. Wat’ s your nane?

Anya | ooks around in fear. Geg also |ooks around.

GREG
It’s all right, there is no one
around. Wat’s your nane?

ANYA
Anya.

GREG
How ol d are you, Anya?

ANYA
| am twenty-one.

GREG
| don’t believe that.

Anya doesn’t answer.

A YOUNG MAN com ng down the street sees themtal king. He
wat ches a nonent, turns and runs back.

GREG
Where do you cone fronf

ANYA
What does it matter? | am here now
and cannot | eave. | am no one,
just a wonman.

GREG

That is not true. You are Anya,
and you are soneone.
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ANYA
No, | used to be soneone, but that
has been taken away. Look at where
| am Does this |look |ike a place
| would chose to live?

GREG
Anya, there is a God who | oves you
very much and He wants you to know
that, to Hm you are soneone and
you are precious.

Kuval wal ks rapidly towards them TWO MEN foll ow.

PATRI CK
We have to | eave.
GREG
Anya, | will pray for you
ANYA
You' d better pray quickly because
Kuval is comng. He will beat both

of us.

Patrick pulls Geg away.

PATRI CK
Let’ s go.
GREG
(To Anya)

Renenber, you are sonebody.
Anya wat ches them | eave. Kuval stops under Anya’ s cage.

KUVAL
What did they say to you?

ANYA
They wanted to know how old | was.

KUVAL
And what did you tell then?

ANYA
[’ mtwenty-one.

KUVAL
That is all?
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ANYA
Yes.

Kuval starts to wal k away. Wen he hears her singing
softly, he stands and stares.

RED LI GAT DI STRICT - N GHT

Kuval stands in front of the brothel. Everything is in ful

swing. MEN are partying, drinking and taking drugs. Kuval
does a brisk business. An OFFICER wal ks up to him

OFFI CER
Kuval , you have a new girl.

KUVAL
Yes, what about it?

OFFI CER
How ol d is she?

KUVAL
Twent y- one.

OFFI CER
O course.

KUVAL

Wiy do you ask?

OFFI CER
| had a couple conme into ny office
this afternoon. They' re | ooking
for their fifteen-year-old daughter

named Anya.
KUVAL
Never heard of her
OFFI CER
Sane thing | told them But | think
they' Il be |ooking around for a few

days, asking questions.

KUVAL
Thanks for the information.

Kuval pulls out some bills.
KUVAL

Here. | know they don’t pay you as
they should. This should help.
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The officer takes the bills. He gives a little salute then
| eaves.

Kuval gestures to Nadir. He wal ks over.

KUVAL
Anya’ s parents are |ooking for
her. W nove her first thing in
t he norni ng.

Nadi r nods and | eaves.

EXT. PATRICK' S HOUSE - DAY

A car drives to the front of the house. Fahad and Anbi get
out and knock on the door. Patrick opens it.

FAHAD
Sir, we were told that you work
wth the wonen in the brothels.

PATRI CK
Yes, | do. WII you cone in?

I NT. PATRI CK' S HOUSE - DAY

Patrick lets themin. H's house is nodest but clean. Hi s
WFE wal ks in the room

PATRI CK
This is Sabeena, ny wife. Please
have a seat. Wuld you like
sonething to drink?

FAHAD
No, thank you. | am Fahad and this
ismy wfe, Arbi. W’ ve cone to
Kal kata to find our daughter.

ANVBI
She was taken fromour village.

PATRI CK
And you think she may be here?

FAHAD
We don’t know. We’ve been
searching for several days and no
one will tell us if they ve seen
her .
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PATRI CK
VWhat is her name?

FAHAD
Anya.

PATRI CK
Anya?

FAHAD

You’ ve seen her?

PATRI CK
Just yesterday. A friend of mne
tal ked to her. She | ooks about
fifteen?

AMBI
That’'s her. That’'s our daughter.

Patrick junps up.

PATRI CK
Come, 1’1l take you to where we saw
her.

FAHAD

Thank you, thank you.

I NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY

Kuval wal ks in the door. He pulls the covers off a sleeping
Anya.

KUVAL
Get up, we have to | eave.

ANYA
VWhat ?

Kuval grabs her arm and drags her upright.

KUVAL
| said, get up. W' re |eaving.

ANYA
Let nme go to the bat hroom

KUVAL
Fine, but do so quickly or Il
cone in after you
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Anya | eaves. Kuval goes to the veranda and | ooks out,

wat chi ng the street.

EXT. BROTHEL - DAY

Patrick and Anya’'s parents pull up in front.

and run inside.

| NT. BROTHEL - DAY

They get out

Patrick | eads them past w de-eyes children and wonen to the

stairs. Dayita cones down the stairs.

DAYI TA
What do you want here?
PATRI CK
W' re looking for the girl, Anya.
DAYI TA
We have no Anya here.
PATRI CK
You are lying. | saw her here
yest er day.
DAYI TA

Then you were m staken. There is

no Anya here.
Fahad steps forward.

FAHAD

Anya i s ny daughter taken from our

village. Tell nme where she is.

DAYI TA
|’msorry you | ost your daughter,
but she is not here.

FAHAD
W' |l see.

PATRI CK
This way, she was on the second
fl oor.

They run up the stairs and down the hall way.

Bur sti ng

t hrough a cl osed door they discover - an enpty room Anya

i S gone.
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PATRI CK

| amsorry. She was here. Soneone

nmust have told himyou were
searching and he noved her.

Anbi bursts into tears. Fahad hol ds her.

FAHAD
Where woul d they take her?

PATRI CK
Anywher e.

I NT. CAR - DAY

Anya sits in the back seat with SABRI (20).

quietly.

ANYA
My nane i s Anya

SABR
| am Sabri .

ANYA
Di d Kuval purchase you, too?

SABR
Over a year ago.

ANYA
Such a long tine.

SABR
Child, there are wonen who were

born in that brothel. They know no

other life. A year is just a
speck.

ANYA

| amsorry. | has only been a week

for ne.

SABR

Yes, you are still pretty. That

wi || change.

KUVAL
Shut up.

29.

They tal k
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ANYA
Where are we goi ng?

KUVAL

You wi |l know when we get there.
EXT. DAULATDI A, BANGLADESH - DAY
Over head view of Daul atdia, one of the |argest brothel
cities in the world.
SUPER - DAULATDI A, BANGLADESH
Bel ow the streets are teeming. WOVEN m |l around, CH LDREN
pl ay and MEN who own stalls sell goods and food. It’s
filthy. Sone streets having open gutters filled with trash,
wast e wat er and uri ne.
Kuval and Nadir pull Anya down a street. They enter a snal
courtyard where the | ocal nadam RAM TA (50’ s) resides.
EXT. RAM TA' S COURTYARD - DAY

KUVAL
Ramta, | have two girls for you

Ranmita | ooks over Anya.

RAM TA

She’ s pretty but too skinny.
KUVAL

She will bring you many customners

and nmake a | ot of noney.

RAM TA
That depends on how wel | she works.

KUVAL
She will do whatever you tell her.

Wil e they are tal king, Anya |ooks around. She notices that
Kuval is distracted and Nadir watches a young girl who is
smling at him She steps away. Wen they don’t noti ce,
she turns and runs. Sabri watches with a smrk.

RAM TA
If she is so well trained, then why
is she runni ng anay?

Kuval turns around. He strides over to Nadir and slaps him
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KUVAL
Nadir, you fool. After her.

Nadi r gives Kuval a | ook of pure hatred then runs after
Anya.

STREETS OF DAULATD A

Anya runs through the streets with no idea where of she is
goi ng. People stop, watching. Behind her, Nadir catches
up. Anya turns a corner which opens up to the train

tracks. She’'s forced to stop for a train passing by. Nadir
catches her by the arm turns her around and sl aps her. She
woul d fall, but his hold on her is too tight.

NADI R
You made nme |l ook |like a fool.

Nadi r jerks her around and they head back.

RAM TA' S COURTYARD
Ram ta and Kuval wait for their return
RAM TA

| will purchase the ol der one, but
| won’t purchase a girl that wll

run away. She’'ll be too nuch
troubl e.

KUVAL
"1l make sure she doesn’t run
agai n

RAM TA
| said no. | don't want to | ose ny
noney. |’d have to watch her every
nmonment of the day.

KUVAL
Then 1’11 sell her to one of the
ot hers.

RAM TA

They won’t buy her either. By now,
t he whol e pl ace knows she was
trying to run away. Il tell you
what 1’1l do. | have a room [|’'1I
l et you have it for a percentage of
what she takes in. [|f she works
out, then I'Il buy her later.
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KUVAL
Three percent.

RAM TA
Ten.

KUVAL

| wll keep both girls and | wll
rent two roons for five each.

RAM TA
Done. But they are vyour
responsibility. Wen you are
settled, bring the young one back
and I wll teach her to use
cosnetics and give her sonething to
put nore wei ght on her, but that is
all I will do.

Ramta calls out:

RAM TA
Jashan.

A YOUNG BOY (10) pops out of the house.
RAM TA
Take themto Lasha's old room and
the one next to it.

The boy runs to the courtyard entrance. He turns around and
calls them

JASHAN
Cone. Cone.

Nadi r keeps a bruising grip on Anya as they follow the boy
t hrough the streets. Around the corner, Jashan indicates
two roons.

JASHAN
Her e.

He runs away.
They throw Anya in and cl ose the door.
KUVAL

You stay here while I find us a
pl ace to stay and sone food.
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NADI R
Wiy do we have to stay in this
cess-pit? There are plenty of
pl aces where we can sell her

KUVAL
Because no one will give what she’s
worth. She can bring in as many as
ten custonmers a night. Everyone
| oves the new girls because there’s
no risk of disease.

NADI R
So, how long do we have to stay
here.

KUVAL

As long as | say. Now shut up and
don’t |eave.

Kuval strides away while Nadir pulls out a cigarette to
snoke away his anger. Frominside the room there is the
| ow sound of singing. Nadir slans his fist on the door.

NADI R
Shut up. Just shut up.

EXT. BROTHEL - EARLY EVEN NG

The train arrives. MEN cone fromeverywhere to party at the
brothel. Liquor and drugs flow like water as they party far
into the night with the girls. Qutside Anya’s and Sabri’s
roons, Kuval does busi ness.

MORNI NG

Anya opens her door and steps into the street. Nadir stands
a few feet away.

ANYA
| am hungry.

NADI R
So. Wiat am| to do about it?

Anya begins to wal k away.

NADI R
Hey, where are you goi ng?
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ANYA
To find sonething to eat.

NADI R
Kuval said you were to wait here.

ANYA
Kuval isn’'t here and I’ m hungry.

Nadir starts after her. Anya grabs a strong stick fromthe
ground and turns on Nadir.

ANYA
Don’t you touch ne.

Nadi r hesitates.

A hand grips Anya’s wist frombehind, pulling it
upwards. A quick yank and the stick is gone. Kuval
whi spers in her ear.

KUVAL
Now, now, Anya you really don’t
want puni shed, do you?

Anya jerks away. She |ooks himin the eye.

ANYA
| want sonmething to eat.

KUVAL
O course. You've worked al
night. W don’t want you getting
ski nny and ugly.

Kuval takes out a wad of bills. He hands one to Nadir.

KUVAL
Here, get us all sone food.

Nadi r grabs the noney and stal ks away.

KUVAL
Anya, don’t try to run
anynore. There's no place for you
to go. You' re not even in
India. And | really don’'t want to

hurt you.

ANYA
| would rather die than give in to
this life.
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KUVAL
Yes, | suppose you woul d.

He reaches out and brushes sonme hair from her eyes.

KUVAL
You' re stronger than the other
wonen. | will do what | have to.
ANYA

And so will 1|.

LATER
Anya sits inside her room Jashan stands in the doorway.

JASHAN
Mot her says cone.

Anya gets up and follows Jashan

RAM TA' S COURTYARD

RAM TA
Cone, sit down.
Anya sits on a low stone wall. Ramta brings over a
satchel. She rummages in it pulling out bottles.
RAM TA

Cosnetics are very inportant to
| ook good for your custoners.

ANYA
| don’t want any.
RAM TA
What you want is not inportant. It

is what you will do.
Ram ta hands her a hair brush.

RAM TA
Here, this is yours. | also have
sone scented oil for your
hair. Your skinis lovely, but a
little make-up around the eyes and
on the nouth and you will be very
beauti ful .
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ANYA
Mot her al ways said beauty is what
you are on the inside.

RAM TA
That kind of beauty doesn’t bring
in the noney. Listen, the sooner
you realize your old life is gone,
the easier it wll be for
you. Your famly no |onger
exists. Even if you were to go
back, they would be so ashanmed of
you, they would never accept you.

ANYA
That is not true.

RAM TA
Stupid woman.  Your stubbornness
wll only bring you msery. Kuval
will beat it out of you in tine.

ANYA
Wasn’'t there ever a tine when you
had dreans of another l[ife? A
famly?

RAM TA
What dreans | had are none of your
busi ness. They died a long tine
ago.

Ranmita sl aps her.

ANYA
And yet, you're willing to help
destroy others’. How can you?
RAM TA
Do not talk to ne like this. You
know nothing. | have been here

| onger than you have been

alive. W are brought here and we
do what we have to to

survive. This is the place where
dreans cone to die.

ANYA
Then I will die with ny dreans.

RAM TA
That is very possible. But for

now, | will show you how to use the

make- up.

36.
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EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Anya sits outside her room RAN (16) plops down beside
her. Rani is a fun spirit that uses an adventurous nature
to hide her fears.

RANI

H. M nane is Rani.
ANYA

| " m Anya.
RANI

You' re new.

ANYA
|’ ve only been here a few days.

RANI
| ve been here since | was eight.

ANYA
| don’t want to think about being
here that | ong.

RANI
You get used to it. WVant to walk
around?

ANYA
Sure, |I’mnot doing anything el se.

Rani | eads Anya down the street introducing her to the WOVEN
as they wal k by.

RANI
Who is that man foll ow ng you?

ANYA
That’s Nadir. He works for the nman
who brought ne here.

RANI
He guards you so you won't run
agai n?

ANYA

You heard about that?
RANI

Not nuch happens here that everyone
doesn’t hear about.
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ANYA
Il do anything to get away from
her e.

RANI
|’ ve been trying to | eave since |
got here. Hey, why don’'t we hide
fromhin? Then you won’'t have a
dog behi nd you.

Rani turns around to Nadir

RANI
Whof. Woof .
ANYA
No, you' Il get nme in
trouble. They' Il beat ne.
RANI

Not if we go back to your room
bef ore he does. Cone on.

Rani grabs Anya’s hand. They run, dodgi ng PEOPLE and
ducki ng around corners.

Nadi r runs after them

The girls duck into a dress stall and hide.

| NT. DRESS SHOP - DAY
The girls watch Nadir run past. Gggling, they slip out.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY
They run down a few nore streets in the opposite direction.

RANI
Come. There’'s a jewelry stall up
ahead.

They stop to admire and try on the jewelry.
RANI
Al'l the wonen love this stall. |'m
sure nost of the jewels are fake,
but they are beautiful.

The SHOP OMNER cones out.
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The owner

Rani buys
eati ng.

39.

ONNER
Can | help you?

RANI
Not right now She’'s new and |
wanted to show her what she coul d
get when she earns enough noney.

OMANER
| have many fine pieces guaranteed
to attract any man.

ANYA
| don’t want to attract anyone.

takes away the jewelry Anya i s hol di ng.
OWNER

Then you won’'t be able to afford
this, will you?

RANI
Cone, Anya, let’s go down the
street and I’'I|l buy you j al ebi
two breads at a stall. The girls walk while

They see a WOMAN wearing a dirty weddi ng dress. She wat ches
the street, searching for soneone.

ANYA
Who is that? She's the npst
beauti ful wonan |’ ve ever seen.

RANI
That is Mahati .

ANYA
But why is she dressed |ike
that? 1s she going to be married?

RANI
No, but she thinks she is.

Rani is reluctant to talk. They walk by Mahati who doesn’t
notice them

ANYA
Pl ease, tell ne.
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RANI
She used to be ny friend. She cane
about a year ago. She was not
strong in her heart or her head,
not like you are. One night, a
group of nmen got drunk and deci ded
to have fun. One convinced her
that he | oved her and was going to
come back and marry her.

ANYA
That’s even cruel er than what they
do to us.

RANI

Yes. She was so excited, it was
all she tal ked about. She took her
entire savings and purchased that
dress. | wanted to say sonething,
but how could | destroy the only
happi ness she had?

ANYA
So what happened?

RANI
Not hi ng. She’s been waiting ever
since. | think she knows inside

and it’s broken her m nd.

ANYA
How can they be so cruel? How do
you keep from hating nmen?

RANI

| don’t. Come, let’s get you back
before Nadir finds you.

I NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY

Anya sits on her bed. The room darkens. Kuval and Nadir
stand at the entrance.

KUVAL
| hear you ran away from Nadir
t oday.

ANYA

| ran away to keep your dog from
foll owi ng ne.

Nadir starts towards her, but Kuval puts a hand on his
chest.
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KUVAL
| should beat you for this.

ANYA
If you beat nme, | won't be able to
work tonight. Anyway, | cane back
didnt 17?

NADI R
You run from nme again and I'I| be

t he one doing the beating.

ANYA
Woof .

Nadir gets only one step towards Anya before Kuval
by the throat. He pushes himup against a wall.

KUVAL
You touch her, and 1’1l nake sure
you don't get out of bed for days.

NADI R
But, she..

KUVAL
Is far nore val uabl e than you
are. Now get out and if you | ose
her again, 1'Il nmake sure you never
do it again.

Nadi r gl ares daggers at Anya before he | eaves.

KUVAL
Anya, it is not wise to get Nadir
angry. He nmay be young, but he is
unpredictable. He' s like a cobra,
silent until he strikes.

ANYA
Yet, you allow himto guard ne.

KUVAL
| did not think you were stupid
enough to intimdate him

ANYA
He is your |ap dog. Keep hi munder
control

KUVAL
One day you will go too far. You
may have courage, but it is your
courage that will get you hurt.

41.
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Kuval wat ches her a nonent before he | eaves. Sabri cones
in.

SABRI
| heard you ran away from Nadir
today. That was a foolish thing to
do.

ANYA
get tired of having a dog
[

I
foll owing on nmy heels.

SABRI
A man like Nadir is nore dangerous

than you imagine. He will wait and
stri ke when you are not | ooking.

ANYA
That i s what Kuval said.

SABRI
Just do what he says. He's not so
bad when he’'s not angry.

ANYA
It seens | don’t have a choi ce.

SABRI
You al ways have a choice. You just
won’t |ike the consequences.

STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Anya wal ks down a street. Nadir follows. TWO BOYS run past
al nost colliding with her. She watches them as they
di sappear around a corner. She asks a passing WOVAN.

ANYA
Where are they running to?

WOVAN
They’' re going to school.

ANYA
They have a school here?

WOVAN
Yes, but it is for children only.

ANYA
Thank you.
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Anya follows the boys. She comes upon a building in the
oustkirts of the brothel. Inside, she hears children
 aughing. TWO WOMVEN are talking in the courtyard. One is
SHARON MAJORS (40’s), caucasian and well dressed. Anya
wal ks up to them

ANYA
I's this a school ?

SHARON
Yes, it is. M nane is
Sharon. |'mthe director.

ANYA
| am Anya. | just arrived a few
days ago. |’'mso happy to see a
school. | always wanted to be a
t eacher.

SHARON

You went to school ?

ANYA
Yes, our village had a Christian
pastor. His wife started a school
for anyone who wanted to cone.

SHARON
That is wonderful. What we are
trying to do is give the children
an education so that they can | eave
and find jobs when they grow up.

ANYA
Can | stay and watch?

Sharon | ooks behind her to Nadir.

SHARON
WIl they let you?

ANYA
| think so. As long as |I’m here
with you, I'mnot trying to run
awnay.

SHARON
Cnh, | think | like you. Cone on
in.

Sharon takes Anya inside.
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About THI RTY CHI LDREN are sitting on the floor. Up front she
recogni zes Jashan who gives her an angry glare. JACOB
(20°s), the teacher, is showing thema map of Asia and
teaching themthe countries.

SHARON
That is Jacob. W’'re blessed to
have him

Anya i s enraptured.

SHARON
I f you want, you can have a seat in
t he back and wat ch.

ANYA
Thank you.

Anya sits and watches. Jacob |ooks up and smles at her.

ANYA"' S ROOM - EARLY EVEN NG

Anya sits on her bed, brushing her hair and humm ng
softly. A shadow darkens the doorway. She |ooks up to see
Kuval .

KUVAL
| hear you went to a school.
ANYA
Yes.
KUVAL
| don’t want you goi ng.
ANYA
Why not .
KUVAL
Because | said so. | don’t want

you getting ideas.

ANYA
Wul d you rather | spent ny day
trying to find ways of running
away ?

Kuval stalks in and grabs her jaw.

KUVAL
You’ re not going anywhere. You're
my property until | say otherw se.
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He jerks his hand away. Anya rubs the sore area.

ANYA
Not if |’ m dead.

KUVAL
What do you nean?

ANYA
Let ne go to the school and | wll
not try to run away. It will give
me sonething to do and I'I1 be
happi er here. 'l nake sure |I'm

back in time to start work.

Kuval hesitates. She takes courage.

ANYA
Please. Al ny life |I’ve wanted to
teach. |If you let ne do this,
promse | wll work hard for you
KUVAL
Break your promse and I'Il | ock
your door.
ANYA
| under st and.
KUVAL
| will be |leaving tonorrow for a
few days. | suggest you don’t nake

Nadi r angry while | am gone. You
won’t have ne here to protect you.

Kuval | eaves. Anya continues brushing her hair, singing
softly.
| NT. SCHOOL - DAY

Anya wal ks into the classroom before the children
arrive. Jacob checks papers at his desk.

ANYA
Good nor ni ng.
JACOB
Good norning. |1’ m Jacob
ANYA
|"m Anya. | was told | could stay

and watch the cl ass.
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JACOB
Why do you want to watch?
ANYA
| always wanted to be a teacher.
JACOB
Real | 'y?
ANYA
We had a school at ny village where
| would help the teacher. It nade
me feel - happy inside.
JACOB
Then it sounds |ike you were neant
to teach.
ANYA

You feel the sane way?

JACOB
Everytinme I'min a classroom How
old are you?

ANYA
Fi ft een.

JACOB
| f you don’t mnd nmy asking, how
did you end up here?

ANYA
| was betrayed by the one | was to
marry and sold to a nman who brought
me here.

JACOB
| will never understand how nen can
treat wonen this way.

ANYA
It is the way it is.

JACOB
But that doesn’t nean it’'s right.

The children come in. Anya sits in the back to
wat ch. Jashan wal ks up to her

JASHAN

You don’t belong here. You need to
| eave.
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ANYA
That is not for you to say.

JASHAN
"Il talk to ny nother. She’l
make you | eave.

ANYA
Your nother is not in charge of
ne.

JASHAN

We shall see.

Jashan joins the class.

LATER
The children | eave for the day. Jacob sits beside Anya.

JACOB
How nuch was new for you?

ANYA
| knew nost of the material. There
were only a few nat hemati ca
problenms | had difficulty
with. The ones | assune were for
your nore advanced students.

JACOB
That’ s the probl em when you have
children of all age groups in one
classroom It's hard to give the
i ndi vi dual attention they need.

ANYA
My village was small so we had few
children. It was nuch easier

| earni ng that way.

JACOB
| usually have anot her teacher
hel pi ng, but she is having to take
time off. She is expecting and is
having difficulty.

ANYA
|’msorry to hear that.
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JACOB
She may have to return to her hone
in India.

ANYA
| wish I could join her.

JACOB
Anya. .

ANYA
No, | shouldn’t have said
that. You are being kind by
allowng ne to be here. | don’t
want to nake trouble.

JACOB
Anya, you could never be trouble.

ANYA
Whi ch goes to show you don’t know
nme very well.

JACOB
| have an idea. | have extra work
papers. Wy don’'t you take sone
back with you and fill them

out? Then | can see how much you
know and where you need extra hel p.

Jacob wal ks to his desk and takes out several
paper and a pencil. He hands themto Anya.
ANYA
You woul d do that for me?
JACOB
O course.
ANYA
But . ..
JACOB
But what? |’ma man? Not every
man is |ike the ones out there, you
know.
ANYA
No, | don't know. But | want to
bel i eve.

48.
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JACOB
You can believe in ne.

Anya hugs the papers and wal ks away.
As Anya | eaves, Sharon wal ks in.

SHARON
Forgive nme for listening, but I
need to remnd you to be cautious
when dealing with the brothel
wonen, especially this one.

JACOB
What do you nean?

SHARON
|’ve talked to a few wonen. The
man who owns her i s nanmed

Kuval. He is vicious and
deadly. He will think nothing of
killing you if he feels you are
threatening his hold over Anya. In
fact, |’ m considering asking Anya
not to cone back.

JACOB
Pl ease, don’'t do that. 1It’s not
her fault.

SHARON

| know that, but | have to consider
the safety of everyone here.

JACOB
She has a heart to teach.

SHARON
That’ s well and good, but | can’'t
t ake the risk.
(pause)
Ckay, tonorrow, I’'Il talk to
her. Either way, be careful.
don’t want to see you hurt.

Sharon’s tone indicates she’s not just tal king about his
physi cal heal th.

JACOB
| under st and. I will.
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ANYA' S ROOM - DAY
Anya sits on her bed, working on the papers.

RANI (O C.)
What are you doi ng?

Anya | ooks up and sees Rani at the door.

ANYA
| " mworking on sonme school papers
so that Jacob can see how nuch |
know.

RANI
You went to the school? Wy? And
who i s Jacob?

Rani conmes in and sits down. She picks up a paper and
stares at it.

ANYA
| went because | have always
wanted to teach children. Jacob is
t heir teacher

RANI
You know how to read? Can | |earn?

ANYA
The school is only for the
children, but | can teach you.

RANI
If I learn to read, | can get a job
and | eave here.
ANYA
The school gets out at
m d-day. Come over then. 1’1l ask

Jacob if | can borrow sonething you
can start wth.

RANI
So, i s Jacob handsone?

ANYA
As a matter of fact, yes. He's
al so kind and friendly.

RANI
When do | get to neet hinf
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ANYA
| have no idea. |’ve just met him
nysel f.

RANI

What does Kuval think of this?

ANYA
| gave himnmy word | wouldn’t run
away if he let nme go. He doesn’'t
like it, but he doesn’t have to
worry about ne so nuch

RANI
And Nadir?

ANYA
Who cares what Nadir thinks? He's
just a dog licking his master’s
feet.

QUTSI DE ANYA' S BEDROOM DOOR - SI MULTANEQUS

Nadir |istens, |eaning against the wall and flipping his

kni fe between his fingers. Suddenly, he slans the point
into the wall.

EXT. BROTHEL - EARLY EVEN NG

MEN wal k the streets while the WOMEN invite themin. Ramta

is outside her courtyard, holding a YOUNG G RL and shaki ng
her.

RAM TA
You will do what you are told. |If
not, I’'lIl have you beaten or thrown
out to starve. Then what will you

do?

She |l ets the sobbing girl go to run staggering down the
street.

Anya stands and watches. A man wal ks up to her and they
enter her room
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I NT. SCHOCL - DAY

Sharon tal ks wth Jacob when Anya wal ks in. Sharon | ooks up
and smles a wel cone.

SHARON
Anya, good norning. Do you mnd if
we talk to you a nonent?

ANYA
| s somet hi ng wong?
SHARON
W’'re not sure. W need to ask you
a question. |Is the person who has
charge of you a man naned Kuval ?
ANYA
Yes.
SHARON

Does Kuval know you’'re coming to
t he school ?

ANYA
Yes. At first he told ne |
couldn’t cone, but | said that if
he let ne come, | would not try to
run away and will work hard for
him He then said yes.

JACOB
It means that nuch for you to cone
her e?

ANYA
It nmeans everything. | know | wll

probably never | eave here again,
but if I could teach, then I can
endure it. | wll be sonebody.

Pl ease, let nme have this one thing.

SHARON
Jacob, | think you have a new
teacher to hel p you

Anya screans and enbraces Sharon
ANYA

Thank you. | wll work hard,
you' || see.
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SHARON

| know you will.
JACOB

Are those the papers | gave you?
ANYA

Yes, | was able to do nost of the

work. There were only a few things
| had difficulty wth.

JACOB
"1l check them after school. Wy
don’t you watch for one nore day to
see how | teach, then tonorrow |’1]|
see where | can use you?

| NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY
Anya is readi ng when Rani wal ks in followed by Mhati.

RANI
Are we | ate?

ANYA
| didn’t know I had any ot her
plans. O course you’' re not
ate. And you’' ve brought
Mahati. \Wel cone.

Mahati is shy and scared.
RANI

| told her you were going to teach
me to read and she wanted to cone.

ANYA
Wul d you |ike to read Mahati ?
Mahati nods.
ANYA
Wbonderful .  You can | earn together.

Anya hands Rani the book.
ANYA
Here. Jacob gave this to nme. |I'm
going to use it to help you read.

Rani caresses the book.
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RANI
| al ways dreaned of reading.

Rani hands it to Mahati. She holds it in her lap. A tear
hits it. Anya reaches out and covers her hand.

ANYA
It’s okay. Al of us have had
dreans taken away. Renenber, you
are Mahati and you are
sonmebody. Hold your dreans tight.

Mahati nods and hands the book back to her.

ANYA
You know, |’ve never taught adults
before. | hope you can put up with
ne.

Mahati sm | es.

ANYA
Jacob al so gave ne sone paper and
pencils. W' Ill| start by |earning

our letters.

EXT. ANYA'S ROOM - S| LUMTANEQUS

Nadi r pushes off fromthe wall beside Anya’s door, a smrk
on his face.

| NT. ANYA' S ROOM - EARLY EVEN NG
Anya prepares her make-up. Kuval wal ks in.

ANYA
You are back.

KUVAL
There’s going to be a kitty party
down the street. One of the nen
has specifically ask for you to

dance.
ANYA
Very well, but I will not drink or
t ake the drugs.
KUVAL
That’s fine with nme as |ong as you

dance wel | .
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(pause)
|’ ve heard you’'re teaching the
wonen in your room now.

ANYA
Nadi r has been a busy man.

KUVAL
You cannot change the way things
are here. Mybe | made a m st ake
letting you go to the school.

ANYA
Even if you had not let nme go, |
woul d still teach the wonen. Hope

is not like a dog you can hit with
a rock and nake it go away. You
take away what little happiness a
person has and they die; first on
the inside then the outside.

KUVAL
But fal se hope leads to tragic

reality. Don’t give them sonething

t hey can never have or you will end
up killing them yourself.
ANYA

Who took away your dream
Kuval ? How did your hope die?

Kuval stands stunned. He turns and | eaves.

| NT. PARTY ROOM - EVEN NG

The kitty

and holding G RLS while Anya sings and dances.
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party is in full swing. MEN sit around drinking

At the door,

Kuval stands watching with another MAN. He can’'t take his
eyes off of her.

MAN
She is special. |If she were m ne,
|’d keep her for nyself and forget
t he noney.

Kuval just stands and stares.
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EXT. RAM TA' S COURTYARD - DAY

Anya wal ks to Ramta’s door which is open. She knocks but
there is no answer. She |ooks in.

| NT. RAM TA® S HOUSE

Jashan wal ks into the room Along with a small |oin cloth,
there is a tight band of cloth around her chest. Horror
covers her face when she sees Anya.

JASHAN
What are you doing here? GCet
out. Mot her!

Jashan grabs a pillow fromthe couch and throws it at Anya.

JASHAN
| said, get out.

Ramita rushes in. She sizes up the situation. Standing
bet ween Anya and Jashan she pushes him her into the next
room

RAM TA
Get dressed, quickly.

Tur ni ng, she confronts Anya.

RAM TA
What are you doi ng here?

ANYA
One of the girls at the party | ast
night was terribly sick. | cane

for her to see if you had sonethi ng
to make her feel better.

Ram ta gl ances behi nd her.

RAM TA
You saw?

ANYA
Yes.

RAM TA

Conme in. Have a seat.

Anya conplies.
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RAM TA
It seens ny daughter and | are at
your nercy.

ANYA
You are trying to protect her.

RAM TA
Yes. Since the day she was born, |
have tol d everyone she’'s a
boy. For ten years | have saved
every coin | can so that we can
| eave when she becane too old to
hi de anynore.

ANYA
And yet you think nothing of
selling other children.

RAM TA
| will do whatever it takes to
protect my daughter and | eave here.

ANYA
Even if it neans sacrificing
ot hers.
RAM TA
If 1 must.
ANYA
| wll keep your secret, but only

because | wouldn’t want to see
anyone end up here. But one would
t hi nk, considering the secret you
are hiding, you would have nore
conpassi on.

RAM TA
I have forgotten what conpassion
is.

ANYA
It’s remenbering what it’'s like to
be like them

EXT. BROTHEL - DAY

Anya wal ks to school. Sabri wal ks towards her and passes
her without saying a word. Anya wal ks by a street where she
sees Nadir talking and | aughing with sonme nen. He | ooks up
and gives her an evil grin.
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| NT. SCHOOL - DAY
Jacob sits at the desk when Anya wal ks in.
JACOB
Anya. It’s always a blessing to
see you.

Anya heads for her chair in the back.

JACOB
Actual ly, I was hoping you could
hel p today.

ANYA
Hel p?

JACOB
| want to divide the class by their
reading abilities. | was hoping

you woul d take the younger children
and work with them

ANYA
O course. I would | ove to.

JACOB
Perfect. You will have about ten
students. Mbost are just
|l earning. Start at the begi nning
and you will do fine.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Mahati wal ks |i ke sonmeone in a trance. Tears stream down
her face. She turns a corner and wal ks slowy and
deliberately towards the train tracks. A train is

com ng. Wthout pause, she wal ks onto the tracks and
stops. PEOCPLE are shouting at her, but she ignores

them The TRAIN ENG NEER screans at her and tries to apply
the brake, but it is going too fast. She is struck.

| NT. SCHOCL - DAY
Anya teaches at the table. Rani runs in.
RANI
Anya, cone quickly. Mbhati is
hurt.

Anya | ooks up at Jacob who waves his hand at her.
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JACOB
Go.

Anya runs out wth Rani

EXT. BROTHEL - DAY

A CROND has gathered at the train stop when Anya and Rani
arrive. They work their way through to find Mahati | aying
by the tracks, dead. Rani begins wailing while Anya hol ds
her. Her own tears fl ow ng.

TWO MEN pick up Mahati and begin to drag her away.

ANYA
Where are you taking her?

MAN
To the river.

Anya stands in his way.

ANYA
No, she deserves nore.

MAN
What do you want, a funeral
pyre? She is Dalit,
unt ouchabl e. She deserves no nore.

ANYA
She is a person. Please, don't
just throw her away.

He pushes her to the ground.

MAN
Wman, go back to where you bel ong
and | eave us al one.

Anya gets up and wal ks back to Rani. As they |eave, they
pass the sane group of nen Anya had seen earlier. Nadir is
still with them He smles as they pass.

They wal k away fromthe cromd and find a private spot. Rani
sits on the ground.

RANI
Anya, | amDalit. 1Is this what
will happen to ne? WII| they use
me until | die and then throw nme
into the river?
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Anya sits

They hol d

Anya gets

60.

besi de her.

ANYA
Rani, | don’t know but we have to
hope.

RANI

What hope? Every wonman here had a
hope, but 1’ve never heard of
anyone | eavi ng.

ANYA
| don’t have an answer. | just
know that, if | give up ny hope,
then I’ m al ready dead.

RANI
Maybe we woul d be better off if we
wer e.

ANYA
| don’t believe that. Something
will come. W nust prom se each
other, we will stay alive and we
will survive. And when the chance
cones to leave, we will grab it and

bring the other with us.

RANI
You really think that chance w ||
conme?

ANYA

| have to,_and S0 nust
you. Promi se ne.

RANI
kay, | prom se.

each ot her cl ose.

RANI
Thank you.

up and pulls Rani up. They wal k back.

I NT. SCHOCL - DAY

Anya wal ks into the school. Jacob | ooks up.
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JACOB
kay, everyone that’s enough for
today. School’s dism ssed.

The children | eave. Anya walks slowy forward. Tears
stream down her face. Jacob rushes forward and enbrases
her. She holds himclose and cri es.

| NT. ANYA' S ROOM - NI GHT
Anya awakens when her door opens. Through the filtered
n

light, she sees the formof Kuval. He has a bottle i
hand and is weaving. Hi s voice slurred.

hi s

KUVAL
| thought it was you.
ANYA
What ?
KUVAL
When | heard a worman had kil l ed
herself. | thought it was you.
ANYA
| told you, as long as you let ne
work at the school, I won't do
anyt hi ng.
KUVAL

You' re stronger than they are.
Anya is silent.

KUVAL
| am not weak.

ANYA
No, Kuval, you' re not weak.

KUVAL
Renmenber that. My father was
weak. He couldn’t even keep ny
not her. \Wen she left, he fel
apart. W |lost everything. 1| told
mysel f | woul d never be l|ike that -
ever.

ANYA
" msorry..
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KUVAL
| don’t want your pity. You..
(whi spers to hinself)

Wiy can’t | get you out of ny head?
Kuval |eaves. In the darkness, Anya stares at the ceiling
and sings softly.
EXT. ANYA' S ROOM - SI LUMIANEQUS
Kuval stands and listens. He curses and slings the bottle
as he wal ks away.
| NT. SCHOOL - DAY

SUPER: THREE YEARS LATER

Jacob and Anya teach at separate tables. Jacob claps his
hands for attention.

JACOB
Who wants to hear Anya sing?
CHI LDREN
Yeaaaa.
JACOB
|”ve al so heard she knows how to
dance.
ANYA
Ch, no.
CHI LDREN
Yeaaaa.
JACOB

It sounds |like you' ve been el ected.

ANYA
But what about nusic?

JACOB
| brought ny player with ne. And,
what do you know, it has nusic you
can dance to on it.

ANYA
You pl anned this.
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CHI LDREN
Anya, sing. Anya, sing.

ANYA
kay.

As Jacob plays the nusic, she sings and dances. Taking a
girl”s hand, she pulls her into the dance. Soon, all the
children are up and danci ng around the room

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Kuval hears the music and recogni zes Anya’'s voice. He
follows it. He stops at the entrance of the school and

wat ches Anya dancing with the children. There is longing in
his eyes. A novenent catches his eye. He sees Jacob in the
corner. His | ook becones hatred.

| NT. SCHOCL - DAY
Anya and Jacob are eating |unch.

ANYA
"Il need to | eave soon. It’'s
alnost time for ne to teach the
wWonen.

JACOB
|’ ve heard you have quite a few
NOW.

ANYA
It was just Rani for a long tineg,
but as the wonen got to know ne,

the class grew. | have ten now.
JACOB
They were drawn to your great wt
and charm
ANYA

Ha. If | had great wit | wouldn't
be here in he first place.

JACOB
Have you thought about what you
would do if you left here?

ANYA
What? Even if | left, where would
| go? After three years, would ny
parents take ne back again?
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JACOB
| f they were anything Iike you,
t hey woul d.

ANYA

| mss ny fanmily so nuch ny heart
hurts to think about them But
now, even if they did take me back,
what would | do? No one would
allow ne to teach their children
and a husband is out of the

guestion. | amsoil ed.
JACOB
You are Anya. You are sonebody.
ANYA
Don’t throw nmy own words back at
ne.
JACOB
But it’s true. | have never net

anyone |ike you.

ANYA
Jacob, sonetines the outside
strength is there to hide the
inside fears. | used to be so
sure. Now, | use it as a nask to
hi de who |’ ve becone.

Jacob takes her hands.

JACOB
And who is that, Anya?

ANYA
|’ m not sure | know anynore. As
much as | hate the nights, | have

found neaning in nmy teaching.

JACOB
You may not know who you are, but |
do. These past years have been the
happiest of ny life, and it’s
because of you.

ANYA
Don't say that.

JACOB
Way not ?
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ANYA
Because it could never happen. |If
Kuval thought for a nonent you
cared, he would kill you.

JACOB
Then we woul d | eave.

ANYA
Your whole life is here teaching
the children. You would |eave it
for me?

JACOB
dadly.

ANYA
Then | woul d be the nost selfish
person alive.

Jacob | aughs.

ANYA
What ' s so funny.

JACOB
Any ot her wonan woul d have j unped
at the chance to leave this
pl ace. You, however, think of
not hi ng except ny happi ness. That’s
why | |ove you

ANYA
Jacob, please, | could not stand to
see you hurt. | have found sone

happi ness here, it nmust be enought.

JACOB
Then you’ ve given up hope of
| eavi ng here?

ANYA
(Hesitant)
No.. | don’t think I could ever
give that up. The beauty of hope
is that it may be only a day

away. | keep thinking, if | can
just hold on, naybe sonething wll
cone.

JACOB

Anya, |let ne be that
sonething. Let ne take you

( MORE)
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Anya hugs
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JACOB (cont’ d)
away. | love you, and even if you
don’'t love nme, | want to hel p you.
ANYA
But, Kuval...
JACOB
W'll find a way. It will be
okay. Once we are gone, you'll be
free.
ANYA

Free to see ny famly again.

JACOB
Yes, and anything el se you want to
do. There are plenty of
organi zations that don’'t care what
your past is, they'|l just be glad
for your help.

ANYA
You nake it sound so easy.

JACOB
It is. Just say, yes.

ANYA
Then, yes. But |I’ve nade a vow
with Rani that, if | was ever able

to leave, I'd take her with ne.
JACOB
Let ne get you away from Kuva
first, then I’Il cone back for
her.
ANYA
You proni se?
JACOB
| give you nmy word.
hi m
ANYA
Thank you. And, yes, | do care
about you.

Jacob ki sses her gently.
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JACOB
Gve ne tine to make arrangenents.
ANYA
kay. | need to go now, the wonen
will be com ng soon.
JACOB

Not a word to anyone.

Anya nods and | eaves.

| NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY
The class is over and the |ast of the WOMEN are | eaving.
ANYA

Rani, | need to talk to you a
m nut e.

Rani sits on the bed with Anya. Anya tal ks | ow
ANYA

| want to tell you sonething, but
you must never tell anyone.

RANI
| won’t.
ANYA
Jacob told nme he | oves ne.
RANI
That’ s wonderful .
ANYA
Shhh. No so loud. [If Kuval finds
out, he’ll kill him
RANI
What are you going to do?
ANYA
He’'s taking ne away. | told himl
made a prom se to take you with ne.
RANI
And?
ANYA

He has given ne his word that, once
| am safely away from Kuval, then
he’ Il come back for you.
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RANI
W1l he keep his word?
ANYA
Yes.
RANI
Then, 1’1l wait. GCh, Anya, |I'mso
excited. To finally |eave
here. It’s all | ever dreaned of.
ANYA

He al so said there are
organi zations that don’t care about
your past. They'|ll help you.

RANI
We nust nmake anot her
prom se. We'l| never forget each

ot her no nmatter where we go.
Anya hugs her.

ANYA
Thank you. | can never forget you.

RANI
You had better not.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Anya slowly wal ks, her head down in thought. Kuval stands
in front of her.

KUVAL
| heard the teacher at the schoo
says he has feelings for you. He
wants to take you away.

ANYA
Kuval , please don’t hurt him

Kuval grabs her by the shoulders and slans her into the side
of a building.

KUVAL
If I find himanywhere near you, |
will kill him 1 own you, and I
will never let you go - never.
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ANYA
| will do whatever you say, just
don’t hurt him

KUVAL
You will not go back to the
school. You have the wonmen, be

content wth that.
Anya nods. Kuval releases her and wal ks away.
down to the ground, sobbing.
LATER

Rani | ooks at a necklace at the jewelry stall.
up and grabs her by the arm pulling her away.

has time to give the necklace back to the stal
RANI
Anya, wait, what’s wong?
ANYA
He knows.
RANI
Kuval ?
ANYA
Yes.
RANI
But, how?
ANYA
| don’t know. You're the only one
| told.
RANI
Anya, | swear to you, | told no
one.
ANYA

Then, how did he find out?

RANI
| don’t know. The walls are thin,
maybe soneone outsi de heard.

ANYA
Nadi r .

69.

Anya si nks

Anya wal ks
Rani barely
manager .
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RANI
That’'s possible. But when | left,
| didn’t see him In fact, |
remenber seeing himdown the street
as | was | eaving.

ANYA
Pl ease, will you do nme this
favor? Go to the school and warn
Jacob. Tell himl can no | onger
come to the school and he nust
never try to see ne again. |If
Kuval sees himnear nme, he wl|l
kKill him

RANI
O course. |’'Il go now

Anya watches Rani run down the street.

I NT. ANYA'S ROOM - EARLY EVEN NG

Anya is curled up in the corner of her bed. Kuval cones to
t he door.

KUVAL
It’s time to get ready for work.

ANYA
Let them cone.

KUVAL
You need to care for yourself and
put sonme nmake-up on

ANYA
If they don't |ike the way | am
they can | eave ne al one.

KUVAL
If | lose any noney tonight, 1'1]
beat it out of you.

ANYA
| don’t care. |’'ve never hated
anyone as nuch as | hate you. Beat
me if you want. | Don’t Care.

Kuval clenches his jaw. Anya turns her back to him Kuval
sl ams the door as he | eaves.
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I NT. SCHOCL DI NI NG HALL - EVEN NG

Jacob sits at a table, a plate of food in front of
him He's deep in thought, pushing his food around instead
of eating it. Sharon sits down across from him

SHARON
So, what are you going to do about
it?

JACOB
What ?

SHARON

| asked, what are you going to do
about Anya?

JACOB
What can | do? If | go near her,
Kuval will kill ne.

He plays with his food a m nute.

JACOB
You warned ne. You told ne to be
careful, but | couldn’t help it. |

| ove her. | was planning on taking

her away, but now that Kuval knows,

he’ Il be guarding her all the nore.
SHARON

|s she worth it?

Jacob nods.

SHARON
| f you do not help her, then no one
will. She will remainin this

hell -hole until she dies.

JACOB
Are you so eager to get rid of ne.
SHARON
Truth is, | want to kick your back
end for getting yourself in a
situation where I’'ll be losing the
best teacher |’'ve ever had.
JACOB
So, how do | get her away from

Kuval ?

( CONTI NUED)
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SHARON
| have a few friends around
here. [l see what | can

arrange.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

A YOUNG BOY runs through the streets, dodgi ng people. He
runs up to a GROUP OF MEN sitting and tal king with Kuval.

BOY
Kuval , come quickly. A man is at
the train stop. He has a young,
pretty girl he wants to sell you

KUVAL
Tell himto cone here.

BOY
No, no. He has to |eave on the
train. He says if you want the
girl, you have to cone
qui cky. She’'s very pretty.

Kuval gets up to | eave. The boy runs away.

SI MULTANEQUS

Anot her BOY runs up to Nadir who is playing dice with sone
MEN out si de Anya’s room

BOY
Nadi r, Kuval says to come quickly.
NADI R
Vhy ?
The boy shrugs.
BOY

He doesn’t tell nme. He just said
qui ckly. He's at the train stop.

Nadi r gathers up his noney.

NADI R
1’11 be right back.

He gets up and | eaves. Sabri steps out of her roomto
watch. Just as Sabri turns to re-enter her room Jacob runs
to Anya’'s door. He knocks, opens it and enters.
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| NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY
Anya sits on her bed, |ooking at a book.

JACOB
Anya, cone with nme. A way has been
made for you to | eave, but you nust
go now.

Anya gets up.

ANYA
Jacob, what have you done?

JACOB
Actually, it was M ss Sharon. She
is helping us. Cone.

Jacob grabs a confused Anya’s hand and pulls her out the
door .

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Jacob | ooks both directions then pulls Anya down the street
towards the school. After they |eave, Sanbri |eaves her
room and runs after Nadir.

SI MULTANEQUS
Jacob and Anya are running through the streets.

JACOB
There’s a car waiting for us. W
just have to get there before Kuval
and Nadi r di scover you’ ve gone and
come after us.

ANYA
This is crazy.
JACOB
| know. 1Isn't it great?

SI MULTANEQUS
Nadir neets Kuval returning fromthe train station
KUVAL

What are you doing here? You're
supposed to be wat chi ng Anya.

( CONTI NUED)
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NADI R
| was told you wanted ne.
KUVAL
You idiot, | never said
anyt hi ng.
NADI R

A boy said | was to come quickly
because you needed ne.

KUVAL
And a boy just told nme there was a
man at the train stop waiting for
me when there wasn't.

Sabri runs up.

SABRI
Anya and Jacob are runni ng away.

Kuval yells, pushing Nadir backwards onto the ground.

KUVAL
You fool. W have to stop her.

Kuval takes off running. Nadir and Sabri follow \When
Kuval gets to Anya’s room he talks to TWD MEN sitting
nearby. They point towards the school. Kuval takes out
gun and foll ows.

SI MULTANEQUS

Anya and Jacob conme to the edge of the city. There is no
car.

JACOB
| don’t understand. [It’s supposed
to be here. Mybe | got turned

around
He points to the left.

JACOB
Let’s try that direction
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SI MULTANEQUS

Kuval runs hard. He stops at a crossroad and asks anot her
MAN who points himin the right direction.

At the end of the city, he |looks around. |In the distance to
the left are two running figures. He chases after them

SI MULTANEQUS
Anya | ooks back.

ANYA
Kuval is behind us.

JACOB
Look, there.

A car drives up ahead of them A MAN gets out and

waves. They are only thirty feet away when they hear a
shot. Jacob stunbles and falls. Blood seeps froma wound
in his back

ANYA
Jacob!
JACOB
Go, Anya. Get away.
ANYA
No, | won't.

Anya | ooks at the man beside the car.

ANYA
Hel p him

The man points behind them

MAN
He’s got a gun.

Anya | ooks. Kuval is closing in. In the distance, Nadir
runs to catch up. Anya |ooks at the car, her only way
out. Shoring up her courage, she faces the man.

ANYA
Pl ease, get himto safety. [|'1I
stop Kuval .
Anya carresses Jacob. She turns and runs towards Kuval. As
Anya races back, the man picks up Jacob and pulls him

( CONTI NUED)
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towards the car. Kuval stops to fire another shot, but Anya
spreads out her hands to create a human shield. Dashing
foward, Kuval throws Anya to the side. He raises his gun
again just as the car speeds away. A screamof hatred and
frustration bursts from Kuval’s throat.

As Anya picks herself up, Kuval grabs her by the hair and
pul I's her up.

KUVAL
You're going to wish you' d never
been born.

Anya is silent as he drags her back.

I NT. ANYA' S ROOM - DAY

The door opens allow ng a beam of sunlight to invade the
darkness and revealing a bruised and beaten Anya. Sabr
wal ks in and places a plate of food on her bed.

SABRI
This is all your fault, you
know. [If you’ d done what you were
supposed to, this wouldn’t have
happened.

Anya renains silent.

SABRI
| can’t believe Kuval treated you
like a pet for so long, allow ng
you to go to that school

When her baiting receives no response, Sabri allows her hate
to show.

SABRI
You know, | heard he's dead.

Anya | ooks up sharply.
SABRI
Oh, yea. Just like that stupid,
m ndl ess girl that killed herself.
Anya begi ns to understrand.

ANYA
What have you done?

( CONTI NUED)
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SABRI
What Nadir asks me to do. Keep an
eye on you, and tell himeverything
| heard you say. You know, these
walls are really thin.

ANYA
You told Nadir about Mahati ?

SABRI
O course. He found the man who
had proposed to her. He had him go
back and tell her how stupid she
was. He was never going to marry
her. She was Untouchabl e after
all. How dare she believe that
anyone woul d want her.

ANYA
How coul d you be so hateful ?

SABRI
Gow up, child. Nadir is ny way
out of here. You do what you have
to to survive

ANYA
No, that has nothing to do with
surviving. That is pure evil.

SABRI
If it gets ne out of here, | don’t
care. |'mnot the one | ocked in

her room By the way, you get to
rest tonight. You re too ugly
right nowto work. Enjoy the rest.

Sabri wal ks out, closing the door behind her. 1In the
dar kness, crying is heard.
EARLY EVENI NG
Kuval opens the door.
KUVAL

Come, Anya, |’ve given you three

days to rest. You need to clean up

and get ready to work.

She doesn’'t nove.
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KUVAL
You have no choice. The nmen wll
cone whether you are ready or not.

ANYA
| don’t care.

KUVAL
Do you want ne to beat you
again? |s that what you
want ? Maybe you need to go a few
days wi t hout food.

ANYA
What you do to ne is nothing
conpared to what you’ ve already
done. | have nothing nore to |ive
for.

Kuval stanps down his frustration.

KUVAL
You have one hour

He sl ans the door shut.

EXT. ANYA' S ROOM - EVEN NG

Kuval is outside Anya’'s door. A CUSTOMVER cones up. They
tal k, the man hands hi m noney and Kuval opens the door. A
few m nutes later, the man returns, shaking his head and

t hey begin arguing. The man puts out his hand, but Kuval
shoves hi m backwards. The man is angry and wants hi s noney
back. Kuval pulls his gun and points it at him Holding up
hi s hands, the man backs away, turns and runs. Kuval turns
and ki cks Anya’'s door.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

A NEWS CREW wal k t hrough the streets. CHARLOTTE JENKI NS,
the newscaster, talks to the canera as she navigates the
streets.

CAMERA POV

CHARLOTTE
We are currently on our way to
visit one of the madans. She’s
said to be very powerful and
control s nunmerous wonen. Qur quide

( MORE)
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CHARLOITE (cont’ d)
was able to talk her into giving us
an interview.

They walk into Ramta s courtyard where Ramita is waiting
for them The crews QU DE talks to her a nonment, then
signals for Charlotte to come forward.

GUI DE
This is Ramta.

CHARLOTTE
Thank you, Ramta, for allow ng us
to cone and talk to you

Ram ta nods.
CHARLOTTE
How many girls do you have working
for you?

Ramita watches the canmera, a calculating |ook in her eyes.

RAM TA
| have many. | take care of them
and make sure they work. Who wll
see this?

CHARLOTTE
What ?

RAM TA
Way are you doing this? Wo wll
see it?

CHARLOTTE

Peopl e all over the world. Many do
not know places like this exist.

RAM TA
Conme, there is soneone you need to
see.

Ramta | eads them out of the courtyard and down the
street. At a door, she pulls out a key and opens it.

RAM TA
Anya, you nust get up
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OVER THE SHOULDER

The canera light shines into the darkness to a still form
laying on a bed. Ramta turns on the light. Anyais a
mess. She is still a mass of bruises. Her hair is nussed
and her clothing soiled and winkled. She sits up.
CHARLOTTE
Ch, ny God.
RAM TA
Anya, up girl. There is soneone

here to talk to you.

RESUVE

CHARLOTITE
What happened to her?

RAM TA
She di sobeyed the man who owns her
and tried to run away.

Ramta turns to Charlotte

RAM TA
You said many will be watching
this. Can you help her?

CHARLOTTE
| don’t know.

RAM TA
She should not be here. |If she
stays, Kuval, the one who owns her,
will kill her. Can you help
her? Pl ease, she has a good
heart .

CHARLOTTE
| don’t know how. ..

Desperate, Ramta turns back to Anya.

RAM TA
Anya, sing.

ANYA
| have nothing to sing for.
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RAM TA
Yes, you do. Many will see
this. Sing for your freedom Sing
for the wonen who are forced to
live here. Sing for the children
who have to stay, and the girls
born here.

A | ook of understandi ng passes between them Anya
smles. The song is low at first, but gains strength as her
throat remenbers how to sing. As the song energes...

An astoni shed Charl otte | ooks over her shoulder to the
canera. She nouths the words, "Are you getting this?"

The song continues, covering the street then the whole city
of Daulatdia. It pans out onto conputers everywhere through
Yout ube and Facebook. PEOCPLE are watching the video and
listening through the radio.

| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CE, MEDI A PRODUCER - DAY

Julie Kirkland wal ks i nto CLAYTON DENNI SON' S office with a
tabl et in her hand.

JULI E
Clay, you ve got to see this.

She places the tablet in front of him the sounds of Anya
singing fills the office.

JULI E
It’s all over the net.

CLAYTON
Who i s she?

JULI E
You' re not going to believe
this. She's a prostitute living in
a brothel city in Bangl adesh. The
pl ace is right over the border from

| ndi a.
CLAYTON
| don’t know, Julie.
JULI E
Soneone is going to pick her
up. It’s only a matter of who gets

to her first. She already has a
following. Listen to her,

( MORE)
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JULIE (cont’d)
Clay. She’'s fabulous. Even ol’
Simon woul dn’t find anything wong
w th her.

CLAYTON
She | ooks horri bl e.

JULI E
So would you if you'd just been
beaten and starved for a week,
forced to submt. The girl has
spirit, and her owner is trying to
break her.

CLAYTON
Who have you been tal king to?

JULI E
Charlotte Jenkins, the woman in
front of the camera. The girl’s
nane is Anya, and she's only
ei ghteen. She was ki dnapped and

sol d when she was fifteen. Wth
the right publicity, we could have
the whole world behind her. [|I'm

t hi nki ng world tour, novie deal..

CLAYTON
Whoa, we have to get her to the
states first. She probably has no
ID I et al one a passport.

JULI E
Then, | can go after her?

CLAYTON
| think you' ve got sonething
here. Let ne make sone phone
calls. | do have a few friends in
hi gh and | ow places. Wth the
ri ght amount of noney in the right
hands, it’s anazi ng what you can
acconpl i sh

JULI E
"1l pack nmy bags. 1’'ll need a
coupl e of strong armmnen to cone
along. | hear her owner is a rea
bad guy who doesn’t m nd shooting
first.

( CONTI NUED)
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CLAYTON
Take who you need. You'll need to
get her over the border to
India. [|’'Il see about getting her

sone identification and a passport.

JULI E
"1l see you when | get back.

Julie | eaves.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Jashan | eads Julie and TWO MEN, KENNY and LEX through the
streets. She stops and points at a door a few feet

away. Nadir sits in front, ganbling with some MEN. He sees
t hem and st ands.

NADI R
What do you want ?
JULI E
W' ve cone for Anya.
NADI R
What do you nean? She belongs to
Kuval .
JULI E
First of all, it’s illegal to have

a girl under twenty-one. Second,
she was ki dnapped and third, we're
t aki ng her.

NADI R
| can’t |let you do that.

Lex steps forward.

LEX
Just get out of the way.

Nadir tries to pull his knife, but is easily subdued. He
ends up laying in the street. He staggers up and runs
away. Kenny kicks in the door. Inside, is a short
scream Julie enters.



I NT. ANYA’

Anya sits

Anya nods.

84.

S ROOM - DAY
up in bed, frightened.
JULIE

Anya, it’s okay. M nane is Julie
and |’ve cone to take you away from

her e.
ANYA
You can’t. Kuval will kill
you. He killed Jacob when we tried
to escape.
JULIE

See those two big nen
there? They’ re badder than Kuval
and they' re here to help you.

ANYA
Where are you taking ne?
JULI E
If you will let me, I'd like to

take you to Aneri ca.

ANYA
That’s so far away. Wy?

JULI E
Not so far anynore. On a plane we
could be there in less than a
day. Renenber when you sang for
the woman with the canera?

JULI E
Peopl e all around the world heard
you singing, and they loved it. |If

you will come to Anerica and sing,

not only will you be free, but you
w || have enough noney that you can
do anything you want to.

ANYA
| want to see ny famly.

JULI E

You can do that. \Watever your
heart desires.
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ANYA
Then, 'l cone. But we have to
t ake Rani, too.
JULI E
Who' s Rani ?
ANYA
My friend. We prom sed each ot her.
JULI E
Fine, we'll see if we can find

her. Can you wal k?

ANYA
| don’t think so. |’ve not been
given any food. |’'mvery weak.
JULI E

Kenny.
He cones in and picks Anya up.

KENNY
Way, you weigh no nore than a

puppy.
Anya gives hima shy smle

JULI E
s there anything you want to take?

ANYA
No, | don’'t have anything.

EXT. STREETS OF DAULATDI A - DAY

Kenny carries Anya outside. As they walk by, Jashan reaches
out and takes Anya’ s hand.

JASHAN
Thank you.

ANYA
Say good-bye to your nother.
won’t forget how she hel ped ne.

As they begin to wal k away, they see Kuval wal ki ng towards
them He reaches back and pulls out a gun.
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ANYA
Kuval .

KUVAL
She’s mne. She’s not going
anywher e.

Lex pulls out a throwi ng knife and | aunches it, inpaling
Kuval in his right arm Kuval screans, dropping the gun. A
f ew punches and Kuval is unconsci ous.

JULI E
That’s what it neans to have the
right friends.

Rani runs up. She sees Kuval, her eyes w den. She | ooks at
Anya. Anya smiles and nods. Rani smles.

RANI
Il be right back. | have to get
sone things fromny room

She runs down the street. Anya turns to Kenny.

ANYA
l"mtruly free, then

KENNY
Yes, you're free.

Any puts her head agai nst his shoul der and begi ns
crying. They walk through the brothel towards freedom

| NT. Al RPLANE, FI RST CLASS - N GHT

Julie gets out of her seat and walks to the restroons. She
stops when she sees Kenny and Anya sitting together. Anya

is asleep with her head on his shoulder. Julie raises her

eyebr ows.

KENNY
| have a daughter her age.
coul dn’ t i magi ne.

JULI E
She’ s one of the strongest people |
know.

KENNY

Makes nme wi sh | had anot her chance
at those two guys.
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JULI E
If you do, it will be off conpany
tinme.

Kenny sm | es.

EXT. MAJOR EASTERN CI TY - DAY

They wal k out of the terminal to a waiting |ino and get
inside. Rani turns in circles trying to take everything in.

EXT. HOTEL - DAY

Exterior shot of |uxury hotel.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

As they wal k in, Anya | ooks around in anazenent. Rani
squeal s and runs to the | arge w ndows.

ANYA
Who |ives here?

JULI E
You do.

ANYA
Wiy so big? | don't need all this
room

JULI E
It’s called |uxury and believe ne,
you Il get used to it.

NAOM CRAWORD (50’ s) wal ks in.

NAOM
Good norning. Hope I'’mnot |ate.

JULI E
Just in tine.
(To Anya)
Anya, Rani, this is Naom
Crawford. She will be staying with
you to help you adjust to your new
life.

ANYA
Good nor ni ng.
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Kenny snor

88.

NAOM
Good norning. Please, call ne
Naomi. As of now, | work for you

ANYA
| don’t understand.

JULI E
You actually have four people
wor ki ng for you. Kenny and Lex
will be your body guards. Werever
you go, one of themw Il be with
you to protect you. There is one
nmore who will be their
relief. You ll neet himlater.

RANI
|s he cute?

ANYA
Rani !

ts a | augh.

KENNY
As a matter of fact, he is.

NAOM
And |’m here to take care of al
your needs. \Whatever you want, you
just ask and | do it.

ANYA
But I don’'t need anyone..
JULI E
Ch, yes you will. You are in a new

country with different ways of
doing things. Naom w | be your
gui de through all the

strangeness. | need to go and
check in at the office. Wuld you
like to have dinner with me this

eveni ng?
ANYA
Yes, of course.
JULI E
Good. |’ll be back around

six. Tonorrow we go shoppi ng.
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ANYA
When can | find out about ny
famly?

JULI E
Let ne talk to ny boss. [I'Ill talk

to you later

After Julie | eaves, Anya gives Naom a | ook of being totally
lost. Rani is exploring the fridge.

RANI
Anya, look. It’s filled with al
the food we could eat. And it’'s
col d.

NAOM
What woul d you like to do first,
eat or sleep?

Anya gives Rani a suffering | ook

ANYA
We ate on the plane.

NAOM
Then why don’t | help you get a
warm bath and then tuck you in bed?

ANYA
Thank you.
NAOM
Do you have any paj amas?
ANYA
| don’t know what those are?
NAOM
Sonething to sleep in?
ANYA
| usually don’t wear anything when
| sl eep.
RANI

There is usually no need for us to
wear anyt hi ng.

ANYA
Rani !
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Do you have any other clothes at
all?
ANYA
No.

Naomi pulls out a credit card and hands it to Kenny.

NAOM
| know this isn't your territory,
but would you mind just this once?

Kenny tries to |l ook nean, but fails.

KENNY
Just this once, but |'"mnot a
gopher.

Naom smles despite his tough-boy | ook.

NAOM
You're a love. [1’d say..

KENNY
Si ze four and si X.

Naom raises her eyebrows.

NAOM
Exactly. You ve done this before.

Lex snickers. Kenny gives hima hard | ook.

KENNY
| have a daughter.
LEX
O course.
Kenny | eaves.
NAOM
Rani, as soon as | have Anya in the
tub, 1'Il help you in the second

bat hr oom
Rani is in the second bedroom bounding on the bed.

RANI
No hurry.

Naom takes Anya into the master bedroom

90.
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| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Anya gazes in awe at the |uxury around her. As Naom turns
on the water in the tub, she fingers the furniture.

ANYA
Do you know when | can find out
about ny parents? | want themto

know |’ m safe, now.

Naom wal ks into the room

NAOM
Do they have a phone?
ANYA
Yes.
NAOM
Then, how about now?
ANYA
Real | y?
NAOM

The beauty of nodern technol ogy.

Naom pulls out her cell phone and hands it to Anya. Her
hands are shaking as she takes it and punches in the phone
nunber. She sits on the bed.

ANYA
It’s ringing. Hello? Daddy? It’s
Anya. Really, it’s nme. |’ m okay.
(To Naom)
He’ s cryi ng.
(On phone)
Daddy, | love you so nuch. Yes,
get not her.
(pause)
H, nom |I'min Arerica. These

peopl e cane and recued ne.

As Anya tal ks, Naom wal ks into the bathroom and turns off
the water. She quietly |eaves the room

LATER

Julie walks in. Rani is eating popcorn and wat chi ng
tel evision with Lex.
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JULI E
Hey. Is Anya ready?
NAOM
Sorry, but I'"mafraid not.
JULI E
What do you nean? | told you I'd

be here at six.

NAOM
After talking with her parents, she
was so tired, she fell asleep in
the bathtub. | practically had to
carry her to bed. She's been
asl eep ever since and | haven't the
heart to wake her.

JULI E
Then I’ get her.

NAOM
Pl ease don't. | saw the bruises on
her body. |It’s a wonder that

nothing i s broken. She needs sl eep
nore than food.

JULI E
Very well. | hope this doesn’t
conpl i cate our schedul e.
NAOM
No, she’ |l probably be sore
tonmorrow, but she’'|ll be okay.
JULIE

"1l come back in the norning
around ten. Please make sure she’s
ready.

NAOM
She will appreciate it.

Julie | eaves. Lex | ooks over to Rani.

LEX
Ever have pizza?

RANI
No. What is it?
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LEX
Heaven in a box. ['I] order sone.

Rani snuggl es deeper into the sofa.

RANI
| can so love this.

M DDLE OF THE NI GHT

Lex is at the table, working on his laptop. At his hand is
a can of soft drink. A scream pierces through Anya’'s door.

ANYA (Q. C.)
Jacob!

Lex vaults fromthe chair and runs to the door. Throwing it
open, he flips on the light.

I NT. ANYA'S ROOM - NI GHT

Anya is sitting up in bed, a look of stark terror on her
face. The sight of Lex sends her into panicked screans

again. Naom squeezes in by Lex. Rani joins them by the
door. Naom takes one | ook at Anya and turns to Lex and

Rani .

NAOM
She’ s having a nightmare. 1’ ve got
this.

Lex hesitates, |ooking around the room but Naom pushes him
out the door and closes it in his face.

Naom crosses the roomto sit on the bed. She pulls Anya
into her arnms and soothes her like a child.

NAOM
Hush, child. 1It’s okay. You're
safe now. You' re safe

Slowly, Anya recovers, her cries of fear turning into tears
as she sobs agai nst Naom .
I NT. LIVING ROOM - SI MULTANEQUS
RANI
Jacob | oved her and was going to
take her away. Kuval shot him

She goes back to bed.
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Sitting at the table again,Lex hears the sobbing. On the
conputer screen is a satellite photo of Kuval. He picks up
the enpty can and crushes it wi th one hand.

MORNI NG
The door opens and Julie sails in. She slows down when she

sees Naom and Lex. Kenny is to the side, |ooking
concer ned.

JULIE
What’ s wong?
NAOM
Anya had a bad dream | ast night.
JULI E
She’ s okay to go shopping, isn’t
she? 1’ve got a high-end nagazi ne

that will be following us. W want
to start her publicity canpaign as
soon as possi bl e.

Naom gives a suffering sigh as Lex snorts.

RANI
Actual Iy, getting out and doing
sonet hi ng m ght be good for her.
It’s what we used to do at the
br ot hel .

JULI E
Ckay, then. |s she ready?

NAOM
[’11 check.

Naom returns with Anya. She's still a little shaken.

ANYA
What are we doi ng?

Julie takes her by the arm and | eads her towards the door.

JULI E
First, we're going to panper you
and make you beautiful. Then,

we're going to dress you up in
style followed by |unch.

They exit the door. Rani |ooks at Naom, confused. Naom
gives a pushing notion with her arns. Rani runs after them
foll oned by Kenny.
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EXT. STREET QUTSI DE OF HOTEL - DAY

Qutside the building, they are net by OLIVIA NORVAN with
BATES, her phot ographer.

QLI VIA
Ms. Kirkland, I'’m divia Norman
wi th Today’s Misic Magazine. My
photo expert is Bates.

JULI E
Hello. This is Anya, | believe you
saw her on the internet about a
nont h ago.

QLI VIA
The whole world saw her on the
internet. She was
sensational. Anya, |’mso happy
you were able to cone to Anerica to
be with us.

ANYA
Thank you. 1t’'s been a bit
over whel m ng.

QLI VIA
| can imagine. Well, we're just
going to foll ow you around today,
take pictures and I'll ask you a

gquesiton once in a while. W'l
try not to totally ruin your day’s
enj oynent .

Anya | ooks at Julie, conpletely |ost.

JULI E
That will be fine. Please renmenber
she’s been through a very traumatic
experience. Please don't crowd
her.

QLI VIA
No problemat all. Wuld it be
okay if | travel with you while
Bates fol |l ows?

JULI E
That woul d be accept abl e.
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PHOTO MONTAGUE

Anya and Rani at the beauty salon getting facials, hair
cuts and nails done.

Rani in a punk cut with pink highlights.
Rani and Anya goi ng ga-ga over the sights.

At the high-end clothing stores as they try on different
dresses and suits.

Rani in the store wi ndow | ooking at the clothes on a
mannequi n.

In a restaurant eating |unch.

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

The four | adies eat while Bates stands back occasionally
taking pictures. Kenny stands to the side, watching and
i stening.

QLI VIA
Anya, how |l ong were you at - what’s
it called?

ANYA
Daul atdia. | was there three
years.

RANI
| was there since | was eight.

QLI VIA
Ei ght? That young? That’'s a |ong
time.

ANYA
Sonme of those wonen were born
t here.

QLI VIA

| can’t imagi ne goi ng through
sonething like that. How did you
survive?

ANYA
First, because you have no
choice. You learn to take one day
at a tinme and accept what
happens. But | was |ucky. There

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA (cont’ d)
was a school there for the

children. 1 hel ped Jacob teach
t here.

QLI VI A
Jacob?

ANYA

He was the teacher. W grew very
close. In fact, he was in love with
me. He tried to rescue ne and
Kuval shot him

Kenny perks up.

Ll VI A
Ch, no. Is he okay?

ANYA
| don’t know. There was a man
there with a car. He hel ped get
Jacob inside while | stood in front
of Kuval to keep himfrom shooting
hi m agai n.

Ll VI A
That was very brave of you

ANYA
| was told that Jacob died, but I
don’t know. The woman who told ne
this hated ne. They did their best
to destroy everything |I cared
about .

Anya is trying hard to hold back the tears.

RANI
W had a friend naned Mahati. The
nmen tormented her so nuch she
killed hersel f.

ANYA
Actually, I found out it was Nadir,
Kuval ' s servant who nmade it happen.

RANI
| al ways hated him

JULI E
It’s over now, Anya. You can start
a new life and no one will hurt you

any nore.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
How can | start a new |life when
don’t know if Jacob is alive or

dead.

JULI E
| cannot say | understand. 1’ve
never been through what you have,
but | can prom se you, we will help

you as much as we can.

Julie | ooks up to Kenny who nods.

Anya nods.

JULI E
If you will just help us by
concentrating for the next few
weeks, we’'ll try to help you find
your answers.

Aivia | aughs.

QLI VI A
And you, Rani. Wat do you want?
RANI
| want a rich husband who | oves ne
and will take care of ne.
ANYA

What | think Rani is trying to say
is that she wants the security of
know ng she’s being taken care of
wi t hout having to do that kind of
wor Kk agai n.

JULIE
Thank you. Ms. Norman, do you have
everything you needs?

OLl VI A
Yes. The | adi es have been
wonder f ul .

Aivia gets up. She shakes hands with Julie than hol ds
Anya’s hand when it is offered.

QLI VIA
Anya, you are a speci al
person. You are sonebody that |
have conme to respect. | hope | can
do you justice.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
Thank you.

QLI VIA
And Rani, | hope you find the |ove
and security you desire.

RANI
Thank you.

I NT. RECORDI NG STUDI O - DAY

A nmusic practice roomwth multiple nusica
instrunments. Four MEN, DANNY, ERI C, ANDREW AND JOSH wat ch

as Julie,

Anya and TERRY, a new bodyguard wal k in.

JULI E
Anya, | want you to neet your
band. W have Danny, druns, Eric
on | ead guitar, Andrew i s keyboard
and Josh is bass guitar, but he
al so knows the dhol ak.

JOSH
My nother is fromlndia. | wanted
to learn sone of the traditiona
i nstrunments.

ANYA
That is a good thing because it is
the only instrunent |’ve ever sang
with.

JULI E
They' || teach you howto sing to
the others, too. | hand-picked

them nyself. They' re very good.

DANNY
W saw you on the internet. W
can’t wait to hear you when we
record.

99.

Anya gives Julie a confused | ook, but she ignores it.

JULI E
| have to talk with ny boss so |11
be gone for a while. GCentlenen, |
| eave her in your hands.

When Julie | eaves, Anya gazes around. Josh indicates a

chair.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH
Have a seat, M. Anya.

When she conplies, he picks up a dholak and sits next to
her.

JOSH
Okay, you start singing and ||
foll ow.

Anya swal | ows, hard.

JOSH
Eric, be a gentleman and get the
| ady a bottle of water.

ERI C
Sur e.

He | eaves and returns in a nonent with a cold bottled water
whi ch he hands to Anya. She |looks at it. Josh takes it
fromher hand, twists the |lid off and hands it back to

her. She drinks.

ANYA
This is wonderful.
JOSH
Good. Can you sing now?
ANYA
"1 try.
Josh plucks a few strings and Anya begins to sing. In a few

seconds, Eric joins in on the guitar foll owed by Andrew and
Danny.

JOSH
See, you're a natural.

ANYA
That was fun.

ANDREW
That’s why we play for a
l[iving. W never have to work.

JOSH
Let’s try another song.
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LATER

They are in the mdst of a song when Julie walks in the
door. She stands and listens, a smle on her face.

| NT. RECORDI NG STUDI O - DAY

Julie and Anya are wal ki ng through the halls of the
recordi ng studio.

JULI E
Today, |’m going to have you
practice recording. It won't be
for real so you don’t have to be
nervous.
ANYA
| think I'll be nervous anyway.
JULI E

That’ s okay. You can practice as
much as you want until you are
confortable. You ve been working
on this song for a week, you know
it. Only the roomw |l be
different.

Julie opens the door into the recording room

| NT. RECORDI NG ROOM - DAY

Anya i s amazed at the equi pnent and technol ogy. Behind a
gl ass wall, Josh waves at her. She waves back.

JULI E
Anya, this is Steven. He' s our
recording tech guru

STEVEN hol ds out his hand for Anya to shake.
JULI E
He’ Il be tal king you through the
process.

Julie takes Anya through the door to the recordi ng room
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| NSI DE

JOSH
Good norni ng, beautiful.

JULI E
Josh, it’s too early to nake her
bl ush. She’s nervous as it is.

JOSH
Yes, right.

Josh | eans over to Anya.

JOSH
She’s just jeal ous.

Anya gi ggl es.

JULI E
Josh, honey, nake yourself useful
and show her how to use the
equi pnent unl ess you woul d prefer
to practice witing your resune.

DANNY
He doesn’t have a resunme. That
woul d nean he actually knows what
he’ s doi ng.

JOSH
At least ny instrunent requires a
little nore skill than beating on a

tomtom
Danny hits a fancy beat.

DANNY
Pure skill. It’s all in the wist.

JULI E
Ckay, boys, enough
posturing. Let’s concentrate on
getting Anya good at this.

JOSH
No problem Anya, would you m nd
stepping over to the mc?

Anya wal ks to Josh’s side.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH
Here's how it all works.

Julie | ooks out through the glass to see Terry beckoning to
her. She wal ks out.
RECCORDI NG ROOM

TERRY
Kenny’ s back. He’s in the | obby.

Julie | eaves quickly.

LATER

Julie returns. Anya is in the mddle of the song. She
wal ks over to Steven.

JULI E
How s she doi ng?

STEVEN
This girl is pure magic. She’'s a
nat ur al

JULI E

Good enough to record now?
Steven turns around, surprised.

JULI E
|f she doesn’'t knowit's for real,
she won’'t be as nervous.

STEVEN
When she’s done |I'Il ask her to do
it one nore tine.

The song fini shes.

STEVEN
That was fabul ous, Anya. Do you
feel up to doing it one nore
tinme? | need to get the sound just
right for tonorrow.

Anya nods. She takes a drink of water and they begin
again. Julie is stunned.

( CONTI NUED)
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JULI E
Ww. This girl is going to nmake us
a bundl e.
The song ends.
STEVEN

Thats a w ap.
Anya takes the headphones off and cones through the door.

ANYA
That wasn’t so hard. But | think
[’I] be nore nervous tonorrow.

JULI E
No you won’t, that |ast take was
t he recordi ng.

ANYA
You nmean, we’'re done?

JULIE
Yep. Sorry about the deception,
but the song was already perfect.

Josh wal ks up
JOSH

Congratul ati ons, you’ ve done your
first recording.

JULI E
When this hits the radi o and
internet, you'll be a star.
ANYA
What does that nean?
JOSH
It means everyone will want to hear

you si ng.
Julie links her armw th Anya’s.
JULI E

Now, | have another surprise for
you.



HALLWAY
Julie |l eads Anya to a door.

JULI E
Renmenber | prom sed that, if you
woul d help us, we’d try to answer
sone of your questions?

ANYA
Yes.
JULI E
Wel |, Kenny went back to find sone
answers. One of themis behind
t his door.

Julie opens the door for Anya to enter.

MEETI NG ROOM

The roomis elegantly furnished for leisurely
conversation. As Anya cones through the door,
up. Anya squeals and runs to him

LATER
Julie has joined them

JACOB

| don’t renenber nuch after Kuval
shot ne. Manish dragged ne to his
car then | blacked out. | awoke in
the hospital. The bullet had
grazed ny stomach, but no nmjor
organs were hurt.

(To Anya)
What happened to you?

ANYA
Kuval |ocked nme in ny room and beat
me. He took away everything, but I
was so worried about you, | didn't
care. | stopped working and he
tried to starve and force ne into
subm ssi on

JACOB
| amso sorry, Anya. |If | had
known, | never would have tried. |

just wanted us to be together and
free from Kuval

105.

Jacob st ands
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ANYA
| don’t blame you, Jacob. You were
trying to help ne. |It’s Kuval who
is to bl ane.

JULI E
Well, you are both safe now.
(To Jacob)
Anya just recorded her first song.
JACOB
That is wonderful. You will be

famous in no tine.

JULI E
She already is. Wth this
recording and the article in
Today’ s Miusi ¢ Magazi ne com ng out
at the sane tinme, Anya is going to
becone very nuch in demand and
possibly quite wealthy. 1’ m hoping
we can produce a full albumand a
video wthin the year.

JACOB
| amindepted to you for hel ping
Anya. | don’t know anyone who
deserves this nore.

ANYA
But what of Jacob? He can stay
can’t he?

JULI E
O course. He's a part of your
story and Anerican’s |ove a

romance.
ANYA
Romance?
JULI E
A love story. You and Jacob -
t oget her.
JACOB

You nmay have to give us a little
time, Ms. Kirkland

JULI E
Julie, please.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACOB
Thank you. You nust understand, at
the brothel, we always had to be
careful because of Kuval. |If the
children saw too nmuch, well, you
know children, they love to
talk. W' ve had to keep our
feelings well guarded.

ANYA
| know Jacob cares about nme, and |
do have feelings for him | just
need. . .

JULI E
Mre tine for a romance. That's
perfect. W’ Il send you to all the
romantic places. Your fans wl|
love it.

Anya gi ves Jacob a pani cked | ook. He smles and covers her

hand.

| NT. ANYA

S APARTMENT - DAY

Anya and Jacob are on the internet |ooking at different
teachi ng textbooks. They are deep in discussion with Naom .

NAOM
Aneri ca does have sone excell ent
school s and curriculum but we're
far fromthe best in the world.

ANYA
But why is that? Anmerica is so
rich.

NAOM

There are many factors. You can’t
put your finger on one thing and
say that is it.

JACOB
The children in our country are
eager to learn. An education can
nean the difference between poverty
and havi ng an incone.

ANYA
Your country has such excell ent
books. | wish | could take themto

our children.

( CONTI NUED)
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NAOM
There’s no reason you can't.

interrupted when Julie sails in the door.

JULI E

You’' ve done it, Anya.
ANYA

Done what ?
JULI E

Your song has just reached nunber
one on the charts.

ANYA
What does that nean?
JULI E
It nmeans, you're fanbus. |’ve got

peopl e begging to know if you have
any nore songs.

NAOM
It al so neans your real work is
j ust begi nni ng.

JULI E
She’s right. W need to put out
anot her song right away foll owed by

an al bumand a video. W’'IlIl also
need to book sone live shows cl ose
by.

ANYA
Li ve shows? You nean in front of
peopl e?

JULI E
O course. And we’' |l probably have

you do a few tal k shows.

ANYA
| didn’t realize singing could be
so conpl i cat ed.

NAOM
Grl, you have no idea. Don’'t
panic, |’msure they won't push you
too fast. Just take it one step at

atine.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
|"ve never sang in front of a |arge
crowd of people.

JULI E
You'll love it. They' |l be
t housands of peopl e clapping and
cheering all for you.

| NT. ANYA' S APARTMENT - DAY
Anya and Naomi are in the kitchen baking cookies. 1In the

living room Rani, Jacob and Lex play a gane of
cards. Naom’'s phone chi nes.

NAOM
Hello, Julie. Sure, I'll ask them
(out | oud)

Julie wants to take everyone to a
carnaval that’s in town tonight.

RANI
VWhat’' s a car naval ?

NAOM
It’s a place where people play
ganmes, go on rides and have

fun. Interested?
RANI

It sounds fun. 1’|l go.
ANYA

Ckay.
LEX

No fair. [I’'Il be off duty.
RANI

Lex can go, can’'t he?

NAOM
Lex, you want to go?

Lex | ooks at Rani

LEX
Oh, yea.
NAOM
(on phone)

Everyone says okay. Six o’ clock,
we' || be ready.
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It’s dark as they walk into the carnaval. Anya and Rani are
mesneri zed by the sights. Rani and Lex hold hands. Lex

noti ces Kenny | ooki ng.

LEX
In a place Iike this, she’s going
to need a bodyguard all by herself.

Kenny gives hima "yea, right" | ook.
Rani squeals and points to the ferris wheel.

RANI
Look, can we do that?

JULIE
Lex, do you m nd?

Lex smles and pulls her away. As they |eave,
phot ogr apher wal ks up.

PHOTOGRAPHER
|"mready. Wo am | shooting?

JULI E
This is Anya and Jacob, you' |l be
foll ow ng them tonight.

PHOTOGRAPHER
No problem

Naom pulls Anya aside.

NAOM
| amso sorry, | had no idea she
was going to make this into a
phot o- op.

ANYA
It s okay.

NAOM
Well, just try to ignore him and
have fun.

JULI E
What do you want to do first?

ANYA
| don’t know.

a
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JACOB
Let’s try ook around a bit.

Jacob and Anya hold hands. They stop and watch a
fire-eater. Jacob points out the Al pine cars.

JACOB
Let’s try that. They | ook easy.

Just as they clinb into the car, they hear..

RANI (O C.)
Vi t .

Rani and Lex get into the car behind them As the cars nove
and accel erate, Jacob puts his armaround Anya. Lex follows
his nove. At high speed, the girls start scream ng.
The ride ends.
RANI
That was So Much Fun. Let’s do
sonet hi ng el se.

Julie | ooks at Lex.

LEX
Let’s go over here. You'll love
this ride.
They | eave.
JULI E
Have you ever heard of cotton
candy?
ANYA

No, what is it?

JULI E
An Anerican tradition at carnavals.

They wal k eating cotton candy.

ANYA
This is wonderful. | never dreaned
of anything like this.

The phot ographer is snapping pictures. People are watching,

wondering. They cone to a shooting gallery. Anya sees a
gi ant stuffed ani mal.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
Look. It's beautiful.

BOOTH MANAGER
Wn it for your young |ady? Hit
three targets and you it’s yours.

Anya backs up

ANYA
No, not guns.

JACOB
"1l do it.

ANYA
No, pl ease.

Kenny steps forward. He puts down his noney and picks up a
gun. He hits the targets easily. The manager takes down
t he toy.

BOOTH MANAGER

Here you go.
(Quietly to Kenny)
Normally, | wouldn’'t be so generous

to a professional, but I'"'ma big
fan of Anya’s.

Kenny smiles and gives the animal to Anya. She hugs it
cl ose.

ANYA
| love it. Thank you.

Jacob turns and wal ks away. Anya watches himw th
concern. Naom wal ks up and takes the stuffed ani nmal.

NAOM
G talk to him

Anya smles her gratitude. She runs and catches up with
Jacob.

ANYA
Jacob, I'msorry..
JACOB
No, it’s all right. | understand.
ANYA
Do you? Everytinme | see a gun, |
see Kuval. | see you on the ground
( MORE)
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ANYA (cont’ d)
not knowing if you are alive or
dead.

She stops, wapping her arns around him

ANYA
| do care about you. So nuch it
scares ne.

JACOB
And I, you.

Their kiss is interrupted by the flash of a canera.

PHOT OGRAPHER
Sorry, but it was too good to m ss.

I NT. ANYA' S APARTMENT - DAY

Naonmi turns on the television and sits down. Jacob is in
another chair. On the TV is a fanous tal k show

TV HOST
Qur next guest hardly needs an
introduction. She's been the talk
of the internet since she expl oded
on the scene several nonths ago
fromtotal obscurity. She’s put
out only two songs both of which
have flown to the top of the
charts. Please join ne in
wel com ng Anya.

Anya wal ks slowly onto the screen. The host guides her to
her seat.

TV HOST
Anya, you have acconplished an
amazi ng feat in a short anount of
tinme. How |l ong have you been
si ngi ng?

ANYA
|”ve sang since | was a child. In
my village they called ne Bul -Bul
or ni ghtingal e.

TV HOST
You cone fromlindia | believe.
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ANYA
Yes, not far from Cal cutt a.

TV HOST
| understand you had a very tragic
| ast three years. Want to talk

about it?

ANYA
"1l try, but it is still difficult
for nme.

TV HOST
Take your tine. W won't pressure
you.

ANYA

| was ki dnapped from ny home when |
was fifteen, betrayed by the nman
was supposed to narry.

TV HOST
VWhat did he do?

ANYA
He sold me to a man naned Kuval who
took ne first to Calcutta and had
me work for him

TV HOST
Doi ng what ?

ANYA
Taki ng care of nen.

TV HOST
Prostitution.

ANYA
Yes. After Calcutta, he took ne
and anot her wonan to Daul atdia in
Bangl adesh. | was there three
years.

In the apartnent.

JACOB
My hope is that, however sees this,
will learn to have the courage she

has.
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NAOM
She’'s one in a mllion.

JACOB
No, she’'s not. That’'s the
point. She's a regular girl. It’s
how she handled it that nmakes her
speci al .

NAOM

What do you nean?

JACOB
She never |et her hope die.

| NT. RECORDI NG STUDI O - DAY
Anya and the guys are practicing when Julie wal ks in.

JULIE
Good nor ni ng.

They all return her greeting.

JULI E
Anya, great news. |’ve just
received a phone call for a top
recording artist. She's performng
here in town next week and woul d
like you to conme on stage with her.

ANYA
You nean, sing in front of people?

JULI E
Yes. W tal ked about this,
remenber? This way you don’t have
to be alone during your first
performance. She’'ll be the one
carrying the performance and you’l
just have to follow with her on a

song. It’'s perfect.
ANYA
Okay. But | want to ask a favor.
JULI E
What’ s that?
ANYA
|’d like to go honme and see ny
parents. | want themto neet

Jacob.
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JULIE
(Hesitant)
Okay. | think we can schedule in a
quick visit. Let nme work on that.
ANYA
Thank you.

Julie trots out. Anya |ooks dazed.

JOSH
Earth to Anya.

ANYA
She | ooked |i ke she didn't want ne
to go. Wiy not?

JOSH
That’ s just the way she is:
busi ness first, world
second. GCkay, so do you think

you' Il be ready for the Iive crowd?
ANYA

What if | get so scared | can’t

si ng?
ERI C

Then you fake it.
JOSH

It’s not going to happen. | know

this singer and she is a very
graci ous person. She won't let you
be enbarrassed.

ANYA
| f you say so.

| NT. BACKSTAGE - CONCERT CENTER - NI GHT

Looki ng onto the stage from backstage, Anya is
paci ng. Jacob wal ks up and takes her hand.

JACOB
Courage, Anya. You' ve faced down
men, snakes and guns, you can
handl e this.

ANYA
That seens |like a different
person. And it turned out the
snake was ol d and toothl ess.
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JACOB
You are the strongest person |
know. Keep your eyes on her and

don’t look at the crowd. You'll be
okay.

ANYA
Everyone says that, but |I'mstil
scar ed.

The song ends and the crowd is roaring. The SINCER takes a
few bows.

SI NGER
Toni ght, | have a special treat for
you. Al the way fromlndia for
the first tinme on stage, allow ne
to introduce to you - Anya.

After one |ast glance to Jacob, Anya wal ks on stage and is
envel oped by a thunder of appl ause.

ON STACGE

As Anya wal ks towards her, the singer raises her arns to
grasp Anya’'s hands. She sees the fear in her eyes. She
pul | s Anya cl ose, al nost enbracing her. She speaks in her
ear.

SI NGER
"1l start the song, just join in
when you can. Keep | ooking at ne.

Anya nods.

The singer nods to her band who start the song. The crowd
quiets. After the first line, Anya raises the m crophone
and joins in. They sing in perfect harnony. Wen the song
ends, Anya is exuberant. The singer lifts her hand in
triunph.

S| NGER
Let’s hear it for Anya.

The crowd roars. Anya wal ks off the stage and into Jacob’s
enbr ace.
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I NT. ANYA' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Anya and Jacob sit together in the couch. Lex is at the
tabl e pretending he’s not there.

JACOB
You were wonderful tonight.
ANYA
| was so nervous, | thought | was

going to throw up.
Lex snorts a low |l augh. They | ook back at him

JACOB
Have you thought about what you
want to do?

ANYA
I n what way?

JACOB
Do you want to teach? Do you want
to keep singing? Wat do You want
to do?

ANYA
Honestly, things have happened so
fast, | haven’'t thought nuch about
it. | still want to teach. That’s
what | love to do the nost. But
singing is fun, too.

JACOB
|s there any reason you can’'t do
bot h?

ANYA

| don’t know that nuch about
singing to know.

LEX
No.

JACOB
Thank you, Lex. You see, you can
be both. Now, where do you want to
live?

ANYA

(Alittle Iouder than normal)
Can | live in Anerica and Indi a?

( CONTI NUED)
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LEX
Yes.

ANYA
Then that’'s what | want to
do. Between concerts and records,
we can go back and teach there.

LEX
There are recording studios in
| ndi a.
ANYA
See, it’ll work perfectly.
JACOB
(Loud)

And wi th our strong bodyguards, |I'm
sure Kuval and Nadir won't bother
us.

LEX
Not a problem

They hug tight and ki ss.

MORNI NG

Naom nakes pancakes. Kenny has arrived for his shift, but
Lex is still there. He an Rani are at the table with plates
of pancakes. Rani is dubious. She picks one up, rolls it
and takes a bite. She’s confused. Lex picks up the syrup
and pours it over her pancakes. He shows her his fork, cuts
a piece and puts it to her nouth. She eats it and her eyes
[ight up.

NAOM
Who’' s ready for pancakes?

Al'l hands go up.

NAOM
Get your plates. Rani will you get
Anya, pl ease?

Rani junps up and di sappears in Anya’s room Julie walks in
just as Anya cones out.

JULI E

| got us a singing engagenent next
week.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANYA
You said | could go to India and
see my parents.

JULI E
Maybe in a few nonths, but right
now we need to keep up the
noment um

Naom sl ans down the spatula and stalks into the
livingroom She stands in front of Julie.

NAOM
You prom sed that girl she could
see her parents as soon as she did
the concert. You' re going to keep
your prom se.

JULI E
| know what | prom sed, and |’ |
keep it. Just, later.

NAOM
That girl has been to hell and back
and yet she’s done everything
you’ ve asked of her. She hasn’t
seen her parents in years. Have
t he decency to let her go.

KENNY
She’s right, Julie, and you know
it.

JULI E
You forget you work for nme. | nake
t he deci si ons.

JACOB
But Anya doesn’t. | believe it’'s

her choi ce, not yours.

JULI E
Is this a revolt?

LEX
More |like a revol ution.

NAOM
Julie , you are a smart business
woman. No one can deny that, but
|’msorry to say, your soci al
skills suck. Anya is going with or
W t hout you. The question is, are

( MORE)
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NAOM (cont’ d)
you willing to bend enough to help
her or will you risk losing

ever yt hi ng.
JULI E
It sounds like |I don’t have a
choi ce.
NAOM
Not really.
JULI E
Ckay, 1’1l cancel the engagenent
and rearrange sone of ny schedul e.
(To Anya)
But I want your word you'll be

ready to go as soon as we get back.

LEX
Actual |y, Anya and Jacob have sone
t houghts on that.

JULI E
Oh, Lord, now what? She doesn’t
want to quit does she?

ANYA
No, | love the singing, but | want
to teach too. In India. That has

al ways been ny dream

Jacob cones to stand beside Anya.

JACOB
We thought we could live in India
and teach and cone back to Anerica
for the singing.

JULI E
But . ..

NAOM
You can manage Anya just as well
while she is in India. Consider it
a chal |l enge.

JULI E

Very well. So, ny social skills
suck, huh?

( CONTI NUED)
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NAOM
You' | | be nmuch happi er when you see
how happy they are.

JULI E
Sonehow | doubt it, but we'll see.

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY - PRESENT

Anya runs after Saad. Jacob gets out of the car.

JACOB
It remnds me of ny hone.
JULI E
|’msorry, | never asked. \Were is
your famly?
JACOB
| don’t have one. | was orphaned
as a young boy. That’'s how | ended
up working at the school. The sane
organi zation raised ne.
JULI E
| think we’d better follow or we’ll
| ose her.
EXT. PARENT' S HOUSE
Saad bangs on the door. It opens and Fahad | ooks out. Saad
poi nts behind him Anya runs up and stops.
FAHAD
Anya?
ANYA
Daddy.

He raises his arnms and Anya runs into them Both
cry. Fahad calls over his shoul der.

FAHAD
Anbi .  Anbi, conme here. [It’s Anya.

Ambi comes out. One |ook at Anya and she bursts into
tears. Anya rel eases Fahad and hugs her.

FAHAD
Until we got your phone call, we
didn't know if you were dead or

alive.
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Julie and Jacob wal k up

ANYA
This is Julie, the woman who t ook
me out of the brothel to
Anerica. And that is Jacob, the
man |'mgoing to marry.

FAHAD
Pl ease, come in.

| NT. PARENT' S HOUSE - DAY

ANVBI
Sit down. Il make sone tea.
ANYA
(To Julie)

Have you ever had Chai tea?
Jul i e shakes her head.

ANYA
Wuld you like to try sonme. It’s
sweet and very good.

JULI E
| think I'd like that. Thank you.

FAHAD
Kedar said you ran away with
anot her man. We did not believe
him but there was nothing we could
do. W | ooked for you in
Kal kata. A man naned Patrick said
he saw you, but by the tinme we got
t here, you were gone.

ANYA
Kedar is a liar. He sold ne to
sone nen to pay his debts. | was

sold to a man naned Kuval who took
me to Daul atdi a.

FAHAD
Ch, ny child. I'msorry. |
t hought it woul d be such a good
mat ch. | thought Kedar was a good

man.

In the kitchen they hear the dishes rattle
dangerously. Jacob junps up.
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JACOB
1”11 help her.
Fahad wat ches him
FAHAD

He is a good man.

Anya sm | es and nods.

KI TCHEN

Anmbi is nearly doubled over, crying. The tea service sits
on a tray on the counter. Jacob puts his arm around her
shoul ders.

JACOB
She’'s safe now. It's tinme to
rejoice. She's hone.

AMBI
We knew what happened, but we
couldn’t protect her.

JACOB
You woul d have been proud. She was
so strong and hel ped so nany
peopl e. She gave them hope and
cour age when they had none.

ANVBI
That lightens ny heart. You are a
good man. Are you really going to
marry Anya?

JACOB
Yes. Let me help you with the
tray.

Jacob picks up the tray.

LI VI NG ROOM
FAHAD
Anya tells ne she was taken to
Daul at di a.
AMBI

Bangl adesh? We never i magi ned.
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ANYA
There were tinmes | didn't believe
you woul d ever want ne again. They
told ne | was just a woman and no
one cared. You know what | had to
do.

Fahad gets up and kneel s before his daughter. He gathers
her in his arns and holds tight.

FAHAD
You are our daughter, and w |l
al ways be. Nothing wll ever
change that or our |ove for you.

In the corner, Julie cries openly.

LATER
Anya and Fahad wal k out si de.

FAHAD
Your story was difficult to hear
It makes ne want to beat Kedar to
an inch of his life.

ANYA
No, let it go. M/ life is so nmuch
better now than it would have ever

been with him Look, I'"mrich and
fanmbus. |’ mengaged to a wonderf ul
man, and | can do anything ny heart
desires.

FAHAD

Everything | had ever hoped for
you. \What about the man who owned
you. Ku...

ANYA
Kuval .

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Kuval sl eeps. The door opens and a bag thrown in. Kuval
wakes up to see a large cobra slithering out. Kuval |unps
up and the snake rears up to strike.

ANYA (V. Q)
Renmenber | told you the cobra they
placed in ny roomwas old with the

( MORE)
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ANYA (V. Q) (cont’d)
fangs pul l ed? Kuval was not so
lucky with the one Nadir placed in
his room

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY - PRESENT

FAHAD
And t he ot her nman?

ANYA
Nadir was killed in a fight over a
betting gane.

FAHAD
So you now have no one to
fear. Good.

ANYA

Which nmeans | can live in India
wi t hout worry.

Fahad puts an arm around her.

FAHAD
Al the better when the
grandchi | dren cone.

A few feet fromthe house, the door opens and Julie steps
out, phone in hand.

JULI E
| just got a call from Naom . Rani
and Lex have el oped. They got
married | ast night.

Anya | aughs in delight.

| NT. CONCERT HALL - NI GHT

Anya, now 21, waps up her song. She bows with confidence
and triunph as the appl ause thunders through the buil ding.

ANYA
Thank you. Ladies and gentl enen, |
have an announcenent.

Anya | ooks backstage where Jacob is watching. She reaches
out her hand and he cones on stage to take it.
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ANYA

As nost of you know, | was rescued
as a teenager froma brothel in
Bangl adesh. Though | was able to
escape, | wll always renenber the
ones | left behind. That is why ny
husband and I will be traveling
back to India to help rescue the

wonen still trapped in slavery.
Appl ause.
ANYA
Thank you. | promse, | will stil

be singing and perfornmng. M nane
is Anya, and | am sonebody.

As the crowd cheers, Anya and Jacob bow and | eave the stage.

| NT. PLANE - DAY

Anya and Jacob sit in first class. A YOUNG A RL (14) wal ks
up to their seats.

G RL

You’re Anya, aren’t you?
ANYA

Yes, | am
G RL

You are |like my greatest hero.

ANYA
Thank you. That encourages ne.

G RL
| have a step-father who likes to
hit nme. He keeps telling ne |'’ma
nobody and won’t anount to
anything. But then | renenber your
story, and | know I can nake
it. If you can go through what you
did and still be as strong as you
are, then | can to.

Tears fill Anya’ s eyes.
G RL
Because ny nane is Emly, and I am
sonebody.

THE END



