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FADE | N:

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

DEVI N MARCUS (15), brown hair, regular build, sits at a desk
in a quiet classroom H's school uniformis worn, creased
and scruffy. Around him other students wite furiously on
the paper in front of them

Devin just stares at the unopened bookl et which reads "Year
11 Al gebra Exam "

He gl ances up at the anal og clock on the far away wal |,
si ghi ng when he sees the tine.

DEVIN (V. Q)
| hate Al gebra.

He taps his pen on the desk. A few students | ook at him
annoyed.

DEVIN (V. Q)
No, | seriously hate algebra. If
there was a way of abolishing it
fromour school system | would
guite happily do so.

Devin | ooks behind him at a GRL (15) who wites neatly on
her page.

DEVIN (V. Q)
| hate people who |ike al gebra even
nor e.

The girl catches Devin watching her. He | ooks away,
i mredi ately.

Devi n | ooks down at hi s exam paper.
DEVIN (V. Q)
| guess | should at |east nmake an
effort.
He opens the test booklet, beginning to read.
DEVIN (V. Q)
Question One: Solve the follow ng-
Two ex plus one and--

A frown devel ops on Devin's face.



DEVIN (V. Q)
What the hell does that sign nean?
What is that? A weird arrow with a
| i ne under neat h?

Devin circles the al gebraic synbol that stands for ’'equal or
bi gger than.” He puts a line through the question, noving
on.

DEVIN (V. Q)
Question two: Harry wants to fence
of f his chicken run. The front of
t he chicken house is one netre w de
and has no fence. Harry has not
deci ded how wi de to nmake the
rectangul ar chicken run, but wll
make its length three tines its
wi dth. G ve an expression in terns
of ex, then sinplify it, for the
total... what the shit-balls?

Agai n, Devin just stares at his paper.

DEVIN (V. Q)
You' d think the dunmb ass woul d
think of finding a friggin tape
nmeasure and doing this hinself. Is
D.1.Y. honestly that hard these
days?

Devin | ooks around him again. His classmates still wite,
W t hout | ooki ng up.

DEVIN (V. Q)
Movi ng on.

He turns the page of the booklet, reading.

DEVIN (V. O.)
Question three: Harry has chickens,
sheep and a three-| egged cat--

He stops with the readi ng, |ooking up.

DEVIN (V. Q)

How the hell is the cat inportant?

(goi ng back to the paper)
Al t oget her, he has twenty ani mal s
with a total of fifty-five legs. If
"C represents the nunber of
chi ckens and 's’ represents the
nunber of sheep, then c equals
ni neteen mnus ’s.



(beat)
That doesn’t mmke sense.

(beat)
Form a second equation and use this
to find the number of chickens and

sheep.

Devin | ooks up, clearly frustrated. He glares at nothing in
particul ar.

DEVIN (V. Q)
Are you ki ddi ng ne?

He slans his fist down on the desk. Devin's classnmates | ook
at him

DEVI N
(mout hi ng)
Sorry.

Devin returns to his paper, a frown evident on his face.

DEVIN (V. Q)
In what tw sted worl d does that
guestion make sense? How s about
this, you dunb ass... Count your
friggin’ animls yourself, instead
of relying on sonme poor teenage sod
to conme along and nagically come up
wi th an al gebraic equation to solve
your stupid problens that no-one
gives a rat’s ass about.

Devin slanms his fist down again.

G RL
(from behi nd Devi n)
Shhh!
DEVI N
Piss off!

The girl retreats to her exam

Devin's eye catches a glance froma FRIEND from across the
classroom Devin creates a gun shape with his hand, before
pretending to shoot hinself.

The Friend sniggers, returning to his test.
DEVIN (V. Q)

Al gebra just doesn’t make sense.
It’s unnatural to bring the



DEVIN (V. Q)
al phabet into math. I1t’s
trying to chew water

' i ke
It
possi bl e, but pointless.

|
'S

Devin turns back to the cover page of the booklet.

He smiles as he wites "1 Devin + 1 Algebra test = One
confused teenage kid.

DEVIN (V. Q)
Sol ve that equation, bitch

The school bell rings. The kids get up to |eave.
FADE QUT:

THE END.



