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BLACK SCREEN

SUPER: "Racing is life. Anything before or after is just
waiting." - Steve McQueen

FADE | N:
EXT. A DESERTED M DWEST ROAD - DUSK
SUPER: M DWEST, 1990's..

As the scene fades in, the w de open | andscape of the m dwest
is seen. The wind slightly blows as the wheat fields shift
fromside to side. Heat lightning crackles in the sky like
an earthquake fault line.

CAMERA ANGLE is placed directly on the mddle of the open
road.

In a perfect crescendo, the sound of a 1960's era American
nmuscle car is heard in the distance. Steadily getting | ouder,
the car finally passes directly over the canera.

Of into the distance the taillights of a 1969 Chevy Comaro
in California Raisin Purple with matching bl ack graphics,
shines as it fades away.

EXT. A SEPARATE M DWEST ROAD WTH A LOAN TRAFFI C LI GHT -
MOMVENTS LATER

From above, a 1969 Ford Mustang, candy-apple red with dual
bl ack racing stripes, creeps up to the red light. Nobody is
ar ound.

REVEAL :

I nside the Mustang, TOMW is |ooking around. Wth his
basebal | cap on backwards, he | ooks ol der than eighteen. He
could easily pass for twenty-five, with his short dark hair
and mediumbuild. The red and white dice in the mrror are
rocki ng back and forth.

TOMWY
Alright Airhart, here | am..

CU - TOMW' S WATCH ( 8: 15)

TOMMY (O S.) (CONT' D)
A quarter past eight...

Just then, the roar of a car engi ne spooks Tonmmy, as he junps
in his seat.

TOMW' S P. O V.



Looking into the rear view mrror, Tommy grabs it, slowy
turning fromleft to right, as headlights becone visible.

REVEAL :

Strai ghtening the mrror back to where he likes it, Tonmy
grabs the top of the |eather wheel with his left hand, while
grabbing his customskull shifter with his right, squeezing.

TOMW' S P. O V.

From t he ghost passenger in tomy's car |ooking directly
across himout the window The purple Comaro steadily roles
forward until even with Tomry's Mistang.

Rolling his clear wi ndow down, the window tint on the Conmaro
i s about four percent, the same as a celebrity's |inousine.

FROM STREET LEVEL, THE CAMERA | S ANGLED UP BETWEEN BOTH
VEHI CLES, REVEALI NG TOMWY'S W NDOW DOM. As the traffic
i ght about above changes to green, the Comaro lowers its
passenger w ndow.

REVEAL :

ADRIAN is sitting in the passenger seat. Wth |ong and wavy
dark hair, his left ear is pierced and he has a smrk across
his face worthy of a jester.

BACK TO HUCK

TOVMMY ( CONT' D)
| thought this bet was between you
and ne?

ADRI AN
Oh it is... I"mupping the ante.

TOMW' S P. O V.

Still smling, Adrian |eans back revealing M CHAEL behind

t he wheel. About sixteen years of age, his face has a boyish
| ook of innocence. What isn't seen is the natural talent,

t hat exudes from his pores.

BACK TO HUCK
TOMWY
Ha- ha, M chael! Ckay -- what's at
st ake?
ADRI AN
I win -- you wash nmy car every weekend

for the entire year -- spotl ess.



TOMWY
(noddi ng)
And if | win?

ADRI AN
"Il not only give you this car, but
a grand on top of it... A good thing
we don't have any extra unwanted
wei ght .

REVEAL :

Pausi ng for a nonment, a seed of doubt has been planted into
Tommy's head. Then, trying to shrug it off, he agrees to
t he bet.

TOMWY
(smling)
Ch man!  You guys have lost it!

Turning his head forward, Tommy straightens his hat firmy
backwards, as he rol es the w ndow up.

TOMW' S P. O V.

Qut of the corner of his eye Tormy notices Adrian still
staring at him Looking over, Adrian smles as he unfolds

hi s dark sungl asses placing them across his face. Even though
it's now night time, Adrian is very confidant.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

As Adrian raises the window he turns towards M chael, |owering
his smle only when his head is conpletely turned.
ADRI AN
Smoke' em M ke.  Snmoke' emi  Snpke' em
M chael !'l'l  Snoke' em !!

REVEAL :

Hearing Adrian's words is |like adding jet fuel to Mchael's
engine. He taps into the gift.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Focusing with intensity M chael squeezes the wheel, then
| ooks to light as the dice in the mrror vibrate.

BACK TO HUCK



FROM THE STREET LEVEL, THE CAMERA SHOANS BOTH CARS SEPARATED
BY A LONE RED TRAFFI C LI GHT BETWEEN THEM

As the light shifts to green both cars ROAR off into the
di st ance.

SUPER: FORMULA RI SE
I NT. Al RHART HOUSE - MORNI NG
SUPER: 4: 00AM PRESENT DAY

I nside the house its al nost conpletely black as the sun won't
be rising for a few hours still. The hallway |light is on
casting shadows across the nmany picture franes hangi ng on
the wall.

REVEAL :

A twenty-sonmething Mchael is standing in the hallway, cast
as a bl ack shadow.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

As he flicks the light switch on, Mchael scans the
phot ographs around the living room

The majority of the photo's are fromhis old man's racing
days. Various race tracks fromall around the world,
newspaper clippings, autographed photos with other fanous
drivers, etc. The newer photos on the wall track Adrian's as
well as his rise through the youth circuits.

REVEAL :

Taking one of the frames off of the wall, Mchael manages a
grin.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Anal yzing the photo with his fingertips, he and Adrian are
standing side by side with his dad in the mddle. Each of
them has a | arge chanpagne bottle, spraying the bubbly into
the air.

BACK TO HUCK

Standing in the hallway now, ANGELO, his father is there
with his race day clothes, polo and jeans. His dark crazy
noustache is frizzy as he forgot to conb it.

ANGELO
What cha | ookin' at?



M CHAEL
(grinning)
Ah, just an old photo. | renenber
t hat chanpagne bottle was as big as
| was...

ANGELO
Yeah, you're nomwas worried you
m ght drop it. | had to rem nd her
us Airhart's can hold our liquor..
Let ne see that.

Handi ng the photo to his dad, Angel o anal yzes the picture.
REVEAL:

That sane grin that was on Mchael's face only a nonent
earlier now washes over Angel o's face.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)
That day was the pinnacle of ny
career.

BACK TO HUCK
St oppi ng and standi ng back a nonment, Angelo is taken aback.

ANCGELO ( CONT' D)
That year was tough. Just the
adversity and conpetition comnbined
with my guts. You know -- | guess
sone of it was probably luck -- but
not all of it. Getting to that place
t ook every ounce of sweat, every
time trial, repair part, and one
hell of a teambehind nme. | was
never going to go any higher...

REVEAL :

M chael is studying his father's expression, and the raw
enotion that the photo inspires in him

BACK TO HUCK
MCHAEL (O S.)
Cone on dad. W got a race to
catch. .
EXT. ST. PETERSBURG GRAND PRI X, FLORI DA - MORNI NG
SUPER: ST. PETERSBURG FLORI DA

SUPER: Openi ng Day



Large trailers and pop-out race team buses are everywhere.
Tents are set up all around with black and white checkered
fl ags hanging fromvarious supports. Large neals consisting
of chicken, hanmburgers, hot dogs, steak, potato sal ad, etc.
are prepared underneath each one to feed entire race teans.

The scene is rem niscent of the large feast an army regi nent
may di ne on before heading into battle.

Nearby to each teans nmultiple busses, indy race cars are a
pl enty, sonme teans having two, conpletely staked out by twelve
foot flags of each team s drivers.

Under the canopies the cars tune and wait like fighter jets
preparing for war. The aerodynam cs regardi ng the sl eek

nose of the car, as well as the rear spoiler are unique to
the style and speed of racing, where pure aerodynam cs create
i mpeccabl e speed.

Surroundi ng the cars, nunerous nmechani cs can be seen fine
tuning engines with netal tools as well as | aptop conputers.

I NT. ADRI AN S BUS - MORNI NG

St eppi ng inside the bus, Angelo |eads the way as M chae
fol | ows.

CUTAWAY TO KI TCHEN TABLE

In the extended kitchen area, Adrian is talking with his
crew chief, L.B. HOLIDAY. Over the years he's picked up the
ni ckname DOC for having a quick tongue like the real life
gunsl i nger.

Little in stature Doc is a somewhat oddly intimdating figure.
A stern, southern man, he's a veteran crew chief nost notably
known fromhis racing history dating back to his days with
Angel o. Also, as a recovering al coholic, his past has
sonewhat tarnished his inage, |eaving sonething left to prove.

Sitting at the table is next to Doc is Tomy. Since his

t eenage years, he later followed Adrian into racing and | anded
a spot on the team Wdrking his way up, he's now an integra
part of the pit crew

REVEAL :

Acknow edgi ng Angel o and M chael wal king in, Tomy gets up
to greet them Extending his hand he shakes Angel o's hand
in a sign of respect.

TOMWY
M. Arhart, Sr... Good to see you.



ANGELO
Nice to see you too Tonmy.

St eppi ng around Angel o, Tommy al so greets M chael, extending
hi s hand.

TOMWY
Good to see you Mke. And no |I'm
not going to wash your car.

M CHAEL
(smling)

You' re sure now? | brought some wax
just in case..

TOMWY
Ha- ha... but seriously | just picked
up a new bike. You'll have to see
it...

CUTAWAY TO KI TCHEN TABLE

Meanwhil e at the table, Adrian and Doc have been in such a
t echni cal di scussion, neither one of them even heard the two
enter. Adrian's hair is nowa little shaggy.

DOC
And I'mtelling you this is our
year... | haven't had a points

chanpi on since Angel o, which was
al nost fifteen years ago, but | know
this car can do it...

Wt hout hesitation, two hands cone to rest on Doc's shoul ders.

DOC ( CONT' D)
Wth turn three -- what the hell ?1?

REVEAL:
Snapped out of the conversation they both | ook up at Angel o.

ADRI AN
Dad!

DOC
Angel o you bastard. You know
t hought it was getting a little warm
in here, and it seens we found the
source of the hot air...

Laughi ng, Adrian spots M ke.

ADRI AN
Hey M ke!



Rermovi ng his hands, Angelo is smling.

ANGELO
Whoa -- easy there Cisco... It's
good to see you Doc.

Shaki ng each other's hands, Angel o and Doc share a nonent.

DOC
Yeah, you look like ne if | was a
little taller, alittle uglier, and
couldn't grow a respectabl e
noustache... Al joking aside glad
to have you with us today sir.

Wth a joking tone, Doc's kind of an asshole, but being that
he's been working with the Angelo for over thirty years,

they talk to each other like famly, even though Angel o being
the owner, is technically his boss.

DOC ( CONT' D)
Vell let ne get out of your |ane
here... Come on Tommy. ..

ADRIAN' S P. O V.

As Tommy and Doc exit, Angel o asks Adrian what's really on
his m nd.

ANCELO
So are you ready?

ADRI AN
Yeah dad. Ever since the tine tria
yesterday, |'ve done nothing but

studying the turns and telling Tommy
and Doc ny thoughts on fine tuning
the car. They say this year, we've
got the fastest car in the circuit...

M CHAEL
So | guess that neans | ast years
rooki e blues are gone???

ADRI AN
Ha- ha M chael, but you only have
roomto talk when you nake it to
this level.

Sm ling and hal fway | aughi ng, sonething about Adrian's words
really sticks with M chael.



ANGELO
Vel | you know your com ng out year
is always going to be the one they
renmenber you for... If you nake a
statenent today, then they won't be
able to get you out of their heads.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
Looki ng at M chael Adrian conments on his father's statenent.

ADRI AN
| know dad. |'mready...

CUTAWAY TO TRAI LER DOOR

Just then, the bus door sw ngs open as Tommy pops his head
in.

TOMWY
They're ready in gasoline alley...

EXT. PI'T ROW- CONTI NUOUS

Al'l of the cars are steadily being rolled out to pit rowin
their various colors, sponsored |ogo's, team nanes, and driver
i nsi gni a.

Al ready on the track are the cars of prem er racers CGEORGES
Pl ERCE of France, MOSSI MO COSTA and PRI MO RCSSI of Italy,
EBENEZER ACKLAND of the United Kingdom AKIRA YOSH of Japan,
| GOR SI LVA and PAULO PI NTO of Brazil, ALERON RAI NEAU and
LANCE DESCHAMPS from Canada, PASCUAL ALVAREZ of Spain, as
wel | as an assortnent of ROOKI ES.

Arriving towards the end of the pack anong the renaining no
nane drivers is Adrian's Airhart Racing red devil nunber
twel ve, followed by DI ANA BERTRAND s car out of Canada.

Entering last, usually for entertai nnent value as well as
intimdation is the solid black wi dow maker, driven by the
six-time defendi ng chanmpi on, SOLOMON GAGE of Greece. Sol,
as he's known the drivers has been al nost unstoppabl e, thus
earning himthe respect of every driver, but one.

Surroundi ng the cars, are numerous PIT CREWS, CREW CH EF' S,
RACI NG STAFF, W VES, MODEL G RLFRI ENDS, FAM LY MEMBERS FRI END,
PROMOTI ONAL G RLS, TV REPORTERS and OWNERS.

CUTAVAY TO GRANDSTAND
The grandstand is filling up with thousands of RACE FANS,

decked out in clothes and hats supporting their favorite
drivers, teams, and car nmakers.
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The serious fans even wear | arge rented headsets, while the
| ei surely fans dine on beer and concessi ons.

BACK TO HUCK

As the driver's start to enter pit row they give one | ast
wave to the crowd before putting on their fire retardant
hoods and extra sleek racing helmets. Once ready they begin
hopping into their cars.

REVEAL :

Wal ki ng towards his car Adrian waves to his fans all through
t he grandstand as Angel o and M chael follow from behi nd.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Wal ki ng past them heading the opposite direction is Diana
Bertrand.

Wth long blond hair and striking good | ooks one m ght m stake
her for a nodel. However, she's quite the tonmboy wth not
only her speech, but al so because she works in a field of

men. She's very conpetitive. Acknow edging Adrian, she
comrent s.

DI
Qpeni ng day... Hope you're ready!

Passi ng Angel o and M chael, she | ocks eyes with M ke as they
share a brief smle.

REVEAL :

Looki ng over his shoul der M chael, watches as she struts
awnay.

EXT. Al RHART RACI NG PI'T AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Arriving at the Airhart pit area, Adrian grabs his hood first,
pulling it over his head, before taking his helnet from one
of the CREWWEN. Pulling it down until snug, he |ooks back

at Angel o and M chael with the visor up.

ADRI AN
Wsh nme | uck

ANCGELO
Good luck son. You nenorized your
turns right?

ADRI AN
Yeah dad.
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M CHAEL
Good | uck Ad.

Turning away and speaking with Doc for one nonent, Adrian
nods and hops into the car, sliding down and into the snug
cockpit. As a nechanic hands himthe detachable steering
wheel , he reconnects it.

DOC
Alright! Lets get himout there!

Upon hearing Doc's words, the crew nobilizes |ike a set of
ants noving a caterpillar. As they wheel Adrian out he'll
be starting the race in forth place due to his fourth place
qualifying run fromthe day before.

REVEAL :

Looki ng past the Airhart Racing pit to the adjacent pit area,
M chael spots SOLOMON GAGE. Wth a shaved head and dark

bl ack gl asses, he's got an electric guitar around his neck.
Next to himhe has two G RLFRI ENDS, one with black hair and
one bl ond, both knockout gorgeous, in tight sumrer clothes.

Taking off the guitar and tossing it to a teammate, Gage
passi onately makes out with each of them before hopping
into his car. Placing the hood over his head, he secures
his jet black helmet. Attaching the renovabl e steering wheel
his game face is on, cold and bl ack.

CUTAWAY TO STARTI NG BLOCK

As the fifth place car of Paulo Pinto is rolled into place,
M chael suddenly notices the black w dow maker being rolled
in directly behind Adrian in seventh.

REVEAL:

A feeling of UNEASI NESS washes over. Feeling the need,
M chael points himout to his father

M CHAEL
(poi nting)
Gage.
ANGELO
I know.

CUTAWAY TO ADRI AN' S RACE CAR

Adrian is sitting his car with the his visor up, somewhat
nervous with the first-race-of-the-season jitters. Directly
behind him Sol has his the black visor on his black hel net
down, solid black
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AERI AL SHOT: STREETS OF ST. PETERSBURG ROAD/ STREET COURSE
EXT. GRANDSTAND CENTER STAGE - MOMVENTS LATER
As the singing of the National Anthem of the United States
wraps up, a squadron of F-18 fighter jets, ROAR directly
over the race track as everyone | ooks up, spectators, race
teanms, drivers, staff, etc.

Then, a world famous ROCKSTAR takes the nicrophone.

ROCKSTAR
CGentl enen -- and ladies! Start --
your -- engines!!!

CUTAWAY TO STARTI NG BLOCK

As the cars cone alive, their engines ROAR with ferociousness.
Foll owing the Yellow Ferrari pace car's |lead, they steadily
trickle down the track, swerving back and forth to warm up
the tires and test the suspension.

EXT. CGRANDSTAND - CONTI NUOUS

Sitting in the |lower |evels of the grandstand, Angel o and

M chael have each got their binoculars up as they follow the
cars out of sight around turn one. They both |ower their

bi nocul ars at the sane tinme.

M CHAEL
Well -- race one. | think as |ong
as he gets a good race out of the
car he should be fine...

ANGELO
Yeah. He was studying those turns
well, so | think he'll take advantage

of the aprons.

Feeling a sense of nervousness between them M chael pats his
father on the back in an attenpt to confort him

M CHAEL
Dad, its alright. Adrian knows what
he' s doi ng.

ANCGELO
(noddi ng)
Yeah, you're right.

As the cars steadily get |ouder they' ve al nost conpleted the
lap. As the crowd begins to rise for the start of the race,
Angel o and M chael stand up. Rounding the final turn, the
pace car exits into the pits.
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CUTAWAY TO TOWER

Wavi ng the checkered flag, the indy cars roar by underneath
as the race i s underway.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

As the pack flies by, Mchael follows theminto the tight
right in turn one. Due to the condensed nature of the opening
| ap, there's alnost a collision, causing one car to spin

out!

CUTAWAY TO TURN ONE

Pounding his fists on the car, Paulo Pinto of Brazil guns
it, spinning the car back around and into the race, thus
avoi ding the caution in the process. Unfortunately, he's
now in |ast place.

EXT. ADRI AN S RACE CAR - MOMENTS LATER
ADRIAN' S P. O V.

Flying around the track at speeds exceedi ng one hundred sixty
m | es per hour, Adrian nmakes tight turns, as he not only
upshifts, but also downshifts with the ease of his thunbs.
Checking his mrrors he can see Sol closely behind him al ong
wi th Ebenezer Ackland of the United Ki ngdom

Flying around the turn he catches the apron, then another

and so forth. Going for a pass, he gets around anot her
Brazilian, Mssinm Costa, just before flying down the straight
awnay.

EXT. CGRANDSTAND - CONTI NUOUS

As both Angel o and M chael spot the pass a sense of EXCI TEMENT
overwhel ns t hem

ANGELO
You see that pass!!!

M CHAEL
Yeah dad! He's doing great!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fol l owi ng Adrian's car, M chael watches as he heads back
into turn one and out of sight as Gage is in hot pursuit.

EXT. PIT ROW- MOMENTS LATER

As cars begin their needed stops into pit row, Doc chines in
to Adrian.
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DOC
Alright, now they're starting to
cone in. | don't want you to do

that! W're going to use every | ast
bit of themtires!

CUTAWAY TO ADRI AN' S RACE CAR

Talking in his helnet, Adrian responds as sweat has begun to
bead around his forehead.

ADRIAN (V.0)
| don't know Doc, we're running hot
right now |If | can catch a break
on eight and ten | can probably get
you t hreel!l

| NTERCUT: DOC AND ADRI AN

DOC
You wanna be a gunslinger, you're
going to have to nmake a shot froma
t housand yards. G ve ne four

ADRIAN (V.0)
Alright!!!

Pushi ng the headset mic away fromhis nmouth, Doc | ooks back
at Tommy.

DOC
W' re gonna get five!

Fortunately for Adrian, Doc talks so loud that he hears him
say five. Managing a smle he races on over another apron.

EXT. CGRANDSTAND - LATER

Sitting in the grandstand both Angel o and M chael are on the
edges of their seats.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fol lowing Adrian's car, Mchael watches it as it comes into
pit row.

REVEAL:
Bot h Angel o and M chael have their binocul ars up.

ANGELO
What's that? H s second one?
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M CHAEL
Yeah! He had the one earlier, and
now he's back in.

ANCELO
If he can pull this off he may take
t hird!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Wat ching the speed of the pit crew, Mke is psyched up for
hi s brot her.

REVEAL:
EXCI TED, both Angel o and M chael are now st andi ng.

M CHAEL
O second! Damm, they're noving
fast!

CUTAWAY TO PIT ROW

Di sassenbling Adrian's car in a matter of seconds, the team
replaces all four tires, starting first with the two cl osest
to the track, followed later by the inside tires. G ving

hi m fuel and spraying the w ndshield, Adrian speeds off.

BACK TO HUCK
Angel o i s anxiously studying his watch.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
And he's out!

Looki ng up, Angelo comments on the tine.

ANGELO
Fourteen seconds!!! That's one hel
of a stop!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Foll owi ng Adrian's car out of pit row, there's a heated battle
taki ng place at the exact sanme tinme between Sol and Pascua

Al varez, going into to turn one. Drafting behind Al varez,

Sol swings it out wide for a risky pass on the outside of

turn one.

As Adrian makes the turn to exit the pits, Mchael spots
Sol's car as he and Pascual both hit the gas. Their engines
roar around the corner and out of sight.

Just then, the OFFSCREEN sound of the crowd collectively
gasping is heard.
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REVEAL :

As M chael lowers his binoculars he and his father have no
i dea what just happened.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting the replay on the junbotron, it appears that Sol
and Pascual becane tangled up, thus shooting Pascual's car
at a ninety degree angle straight across the pit exit, where
he viciously collided with Adrian, tearing Adrian's car in
hal f.

M CHAEL
No! !'!

Instantly, he and Angel o run down the steps, hopping the
wall into pit row.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

The anbul ance runbl es past, sirens blaring as the tow truck
is also in hot pursuit. Looking back M chael spots the YELLOW
caution flag being waved in a figure eight through the air.

Then, | ooking towards Adrian's pit, Doc is standing there,
hol ding his headset in his hands not saying a word. As he
and M chael |ock eyes, they both feel an overwhel mi ng sense
of dread wash over as Adrian may be in deep trouble.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - EVEN NG

Sitting as well standing throughout the waiting roomare
Angel o, M chael, Tomy, menbers of the pit crew, as well as
Adrian's girlfriend JEANIE. A whol esone brunette, she has
the | ook of an All-Anmerican girl, with a heart of gold.

Noti ceably absent, Doc is nowhere to be found.

Everybody has been waiting for hours by this point in what
has seenmed |ike an eternity.

Breaki ng the nonotony, the DOCTOR, an ol der African-Aneri can
gent| eman, opens the door. Looking down, he check his
clipboard for the famly nane.

DOCTOR
Airhart?

ANGELO
(sonber)
Yeah that's us...

As he steps forward with caution the doctor is quickly
surrounded as everyone is anxi ous.
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DOCTOR
When we received Adrian -- due to
the severity of the crash -- both

| egs had been severed...
REVEAL:

Heari ng his words, everyone begins to cringe as Jeani e hol ds
her hand over her mouth. Beginning to cry in conplete

di sbelief, she doesn't want to believe it. Attenpting to
confort her, Angelo holds her tight.

BACK TO HUCK

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
Thus our only option was a cl ean
anputation to prevent further
infection as well as the further
| oss of bl ood.

JEAN E
Ch ny god. ..

DOCTOR
He al so suffered a broken Hunerus to
his left side, three broken rib bones,
two broken fingers, a fractured right
wist, three fractured discs in his
spinal cord, a collapsed lung, and a
severe hematona to the brain, causing
it to swell badly.

REVEAL :

Taken aback, everybody's tears begin to fall, as it feels
i ke the wind has been conpl etely sucked out of the room as
hopes di m ni sh.

BACK TO HUCK

DOCTOR ( CONT' D)
He's currently in a com, and his
condition is critical

Shocked, Angelo is beginning to break down.

ANGELO
Doc -- are you telling ne ny boy is
going to die???

DOCTOR
Its too early to tell... I"'msorry..

REVEAL :



18.

St eppi ng away and back through the operating doors, the doctor
exits the roomas everyone shares a |arge group hug.

I NT. ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

Sitting conpletely in the dark, Mchael is propped up in one
of the chairs in Adrian's room The only one there, Angelo
t ook Jeani e back to her room and the rest of the pit guys
and guests have since cane and went.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Studying the clock, the tinme 3:13AM Looki ng down towards
Adrian's bed, he still just can't believe it.

REVEAL:
M chael is just staring at Adrian.
I NT. LOCAL BAR - DAY

St eppi ng inside the bar, Mchael wal ks through the door,
foll owed by Angel o. Looking around there's only one reason
they' re here.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting Doc, sitting alone at the bar, he has a few enpty
shot glasses in front of him followed by a fourth gl ass
filled with strai ght whiskey.

CUTAWAY TO BAR

Approachi ng Doc, Mchael walks right up to his side. Spotting
M chael in his peripheral vision, Doc's head doesn't turn as
M chael states exactly what's on his m nd.

M CHAEL
I want to take his place.

DCC
Yeah, that's nice..

M CHAEL
|''m serious Docl!

Turning to the side and | ooking at M chael, Doc responds.

DOC
Yeah | amtoo... You know, what do
you think this is? H's training was
over a year in the works! He studied
every track! Wat have you done?!?
Huh?! ?



19.

M CHAEL
| know | can do it!

Looki ng past M chael to Angelo, Doc |ooks to himto relieve
M chael ' s barrage.

DOC
WIl you talk sonme sense into this
kid? | don't know if he has death
wi sh, but clearly he's lost his
mar bl es. . .

Tur ning back around Doc slans the rest of the whiskey.
Wal ki ng over the BARTENDER, pours hi m another shot.

REVEAL:
Grabbi ng M chael by the shoul der, Angelo | ooks himin the

eye then pulls himto the side. Instinctively, Mchael know
to step away as Angelo sits down next to Doc.

BACK TO HUCK
ANGELO
You renenber 85" ?
DOC
Hells Bells... That was a fine year...
One of the best performances of al
tinme.
ANGELO

You know we were pushed to the brink
that year. Not just once, but quite
a few tines...

DOC
| figured at Watkins we were done,
but somehow you pul |l ed a rabbit out
of that ten gallon hat.

ANGELO
Its the sanme thing today Doc.

REVEAL :

Hearing the word today, Doc's snmile instantly turns right
back into a frown.

BACK TO HUCK
DOC

How is it the same today?!?
( MORE)



DOC ( CONT' D)

| don't renmenber you ever going to

t he hospita
severe! He
as an itch

anything fo
years, but

| could thi
pain. .

(sighin
I"mhurtin'
Never did |
to him and
woul d be be
drive in hi

| with injuries that

1, I haven't had so much
to drink a glass of

r the last twenty-five
today it's the only thing
nk about... Dulling the

ANCELO

9)

Doc. He was ny boy.

t hi nk that woul d happen
| al so never thought I
gging you to |l et M chae
s place, but that's where

we are today.

(pausin
The team ne
going to go
chief. Mk
bl ood. ..

But | don't

9)
eds a driver and |I'm not

| ooking for a new pit
e has racing in his

DOC
need his bl ood on ny

hands! |'mthe one who sent Adrian
into the pits!

That guilt
Nobody has

ANGELO
isn't your to bear..
nore guilt than ne. These

ki ds got into racing because of ne,

and as nuch
what happen
M chael , he
racing with

REVEAL :

St oppi ng for a nmonent,
if he were praying to

as | don't want to see
ed to Adrian happen to
's either going to be
us or soneone el se. ..

Angel o cl asps his hands together as
t he bartender.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)

W' re a famly. ..

Hearing his words, Doc takes a deep breath as the glass is

still clenched in his

hand.
DCC

May the gods turn their blind eye...

Still clenching the gl

ass, doc is finished drinking.

20.



21.
EXT. GRAND PRI X OF LONG BEACH, CALIFORNI A - MORNI NG
AERI AL SHOT: STREETS OF LONGBEACH ROAD/ STREET COURSE
SUPER: TI ME TRI ALS, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNI A

Speedi ng around the track in Adrian's red devil nunber twelve,
M chael, performng the time trial in order to determ ne
pl acenent .

EXT. ADRI AN S RACE CAR - MORN NG

Doi ng surprisingly well, Mchael is naking great time around
the track, yet Doc is being very hard on himand stil
sonewhat stubborn towards accepting himto the team

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Chewi ng gum and tal king at the same tinme, Doc is sw nging
his clipboard as he marches back and forth.

DOC
Those first set of turns you better
menori ze, because on ganme day, you're
not gonna have that much room.

| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC

M CHAEL (V.0)
Alright, | got it.

DOC
Yeah, | hope sol!

Shaki ng his head back and forth M chael |oses focus for one
nmonent as he cuts an apron a little too w de al nbst spinning
out, but managing to hold on.

M CHAEL (V.Q)
Son of a bitcht!!

DOC
Took the apron a little too fast...
You' re driving tighter than a flea's
ass over a rain barrel! That's a
rookie mstake! Better fix it now,
before the cavalry is on your ass!

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Alright! Got it!!!
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EXT. GRAND PRI X OF LONG BEACH, CALIFORNI A - AFTERNOON
AERI AL SHOT: STREETS OF LONG BEACH ROAD/ STREET COURSE
SUPER: GRAND PRI X OF LONG BEACH

Raci ng around the track at a termnal velocity D ana Bertrand
is leading the race followed by Massinmo Costa, Sol, I1gor
Silva, Lance Deschanmps and M chael in sixth.

For his first race in the big | eagues, M chael is doing
surprisingly well, despite the immense pressure fromthe
veteran drivers as well as Doc.

EXT. PIT ROW- CONTI NUOS
As M chael enters the pit, Doc hollers to his team

DOC
Gve ne four tires, partial fuel

As the teamrushes to change the tires, Mchael flips his
visor up, chimng in with his opinion

M CHAEL (V.Q)
Partial?!? | need nore than that!!!

DOC
No you don't kid! Alittle lighter
and we may pl ace!

Shaki ng his head, Mchael has no tine to disagree as the
jack drops, and he hits the gas.

DOC S P. O V.

Exiting the pits, Mchael has rolled ahead one place into
fifth. 1t appears the quick pit stop paid off.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Scream ng around the track, Mchael is trying to take

advant age of every extra bit of speed the car has. Conbined
with Doc's strategy they just mght place.

TONER P. O V.

The official order comng into the final lap is Ebenezer
Ackl and, Sol onon Gage, Diana Bertrand and M chael in fourth.

DIANA'S P. O V.

Checking her mirrors Diana can see Mchael trying to nmake as
tight of turns as possible.
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Unfortunately for him Mchael can't seemto get a pass on
her as she's effectively bl ocking himout of any kind of
nonentum as well as outmaneuvering his drafting abilities.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Comi ng around turn nunber eight and further through turn
nunber nine, the speed of Mchael's car is continuing to be
out pl ayed by a veteran driver.

Once into the final stretch, the order holds as M chael
crosses the finish Iine placing fourth.

M CHAEL (V. 0O.)
Shi t !

BACK TO HUCK

Standing in the pit row, Doc is shaking his head, as he knows
as well as Mchael does that they had a good chance to place.

DOC
Ah, don't sweat it kid. You stil
t ook points and finished higher than
guys who have been racing tw ce as
| ong. .

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Pulling his car into the pit, Mchael flips up his visor as
he pulls his gloves off. dinbing out of the car he steps

to the side as the teaminstantly tends to the car, jacking
it up for cooling.

Rermoving his helmet, Mchael hands it to one of the crew
menbers, just before taking off his fire retardant hood.
Once off he grabs an Airhart Racing cap, clearly upset with
hi nsel f.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fi ni shing up his victory lap Ackland is now doi ng donuts
t hr oughout the m ddle of the track.

REVEAL:

Clearly distracted, Mchael doesn't even notice Diana as she
wal ks up behind himon her way to the stage. Once passing
him she decides to toy with him

DI
Ni ce race out there today, greenhorn.

Wnking at him M chael is caught conpletely off guard.
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M CHAEL
(conf used)
Yeah. .. Thanks. ..
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Wat ching her strut away, M chael can't hel p but check her
out with that Iong blond hair, and female racing suit.

REVEAL :

St eppi ng up behind M chael, Tommy places his armon his
shoul der, as M chael | ooks over

TOVWY
Hell of a driver. She's got nore
nmoves than she'll ever let on..

I NT. HOTEL ROOM - N GHT

Back in his hotel room Mchael is sitting on the bed with
hi s back agai nst the headboard and his ear to the receiver
of the phone.

M CHAEL
I wish he could have been there
today... | thought | had a pretty
good shot until she school ed ne at

t he end. ..
CUTAVAY TO ADRI AN S HOSPI TAL ROOM

St andi ng inside the hospital room Angelo is watching over
Adrian fromhis bedside, while talking to Mchael on the
phone.

ANGELO
| noticed you tried to draft on her
but couldn't get a break. You know

it takes patience -- timng -- and
she flat out ran a great race..
Next time you'll just have to push a

little further...
| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND ANGELO

M CHAEL
(smling)
Yeah -- | will... That sounds |ike a
good idea. Hey | had a question for
you too...
ANGELO

Yeah? What's that?
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M CHAEL
What the hell is a greenhorn?

EXT. KANSAS SPEEDWAY - AFTERNOON
AERI AL SHOT: KANSAS SPEEDWAY
SUPER: KANSAS SPEEDWAY, KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

Fromthe air, the janpacked grandstand and |arge oval race
track are shining as the cars speed their away around the
forty-five degree incline.

The canber of the car has been tuned specifically for the
tack, however M chael, not being used to the track, is having
troubl e.

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - AFTERNOON
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Racing in the pack Mchael is currently in sixth place, and
can't seemto manage any worthy passes, as each tinme he goes
to make a nove, soneone el se beats himto the punch. Becom ng
agitated, he vents his frustrations to Doc.

M CHAEL (V.0)
| don't know Doc -- the canmber feels
totally off... My turning ability
isn'"t matching this incline for shit
and I'm |l osing position!

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T

Paci ng back and forth Doc is chewing his trademark gum
Pul li ng the headset nicrophone in, Doc responds.

DOC
Yeah, well | think you got a case of
the ovals! The canber's fine...
You just need to run that circle a
few nore times!

CUTAWAY TO FI NI SH LI NE

Continuing to struggle around the track, Mchael |oses a
position to Pascual Alvarez of all people before finally
finishing the race in seventh.

REVEAL:
As M chael crosses the finish line in seventh, Doc slans his

clipboard to the ground, stonping on it, just before tossing
hi s headset to the side.
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EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

As Mchael pulls into the pit and exits the car, Doc lets

| oose his frustrations wwth Mchael, and his rookie driving
during the race. Staring Mchael down he's |ooking for an
expl anation. Frustrated, M chael responds.

M CHAEL
What ?! ? The damn camber was of f!

DOC
Ch, don't piss down nmy neck and tel
me its raining! W could have had
sixth!!!

REVEAL :

As Doc storms away, Tommy wal ks up next to M chael as the
two watch him | eave.

M CHAEL
(referring to Doc)
What the hell is his deal?

Shruggi ng, then managing a grin before | ooking back at
M chael , Tomry responds.

TOMWY
St ubborn... Conpetitive...
Experi ence. .
M CHAEL
Yeah, well the car was running like
the marbl es on the outside had thrown

t he canber off...

Rai sing his hands in the air, Tommy nakes an anbi val ent faci al
expression, as both he and M chael deep down know that it
was M chael's driving that |ost themthe race.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Ah, 1've got to cool down.

As M chael wal ks away, Tommy holl ers one |ast conment.

TOMWY
Don't forget the five hundred's
next. ..

REVEAL:
Heari ng those words, M chael becones even nore frustrated

with his Kansas results as he shakes his head with
frustration.
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EXT. Al RHART RACI NG BUS - MOMENTS LATER
M CHAEL'S P. O V.
Al nost to the bus now, Mchael spots Diana talking with her
CREWCH EF. A large bear of a man he | ooks nore like a
| unberjack than a crew chief. He's well respected.

It just happens by chance, that Diana's bus is parked right
next to M chael's.

REVEAL :

Deciding to take advantage of the nonent, M chael wal ks over
to congratul ate her on a fourth place finish

CUTAWAY TO DI ANA' S BUS

Reaching them Di ana's crew chi ef decides to step away.
Ext endi ng his hand M chael introduces hinself.

M CHAEL
Hey -- Mchael Airhart.

DI
| know who you are.

Shaki ng his hand, D opens up.
DI (CONT' D)

Nice to neet you Mke. You can cal
me Di. How s your brother by the

way ?
M CHAEL
Not too well actually...
DI
I"msorry... He was one of the best

guys on the tour. There was a |ot
of hype about the speed he had this
year. | guess you have it now...

M CHAEL
Vel |, you probably couldn't tell by
how | finished today...

DI
Rooki e bl ues... Happens to all of
us. Hey, | think nyself and a few
ot her drivers are going out for drinks
tonight. You should join us.

Smiling, Mchael agrees. As his pissed off nobod has been
repl aced by sonet hi ng good, brew ng.
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I NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

St eppi ng inside the restaurant, M chael |ooks around for

Di ana. Tables surround the main bar in the mddle of the
restaurant, where bar tops surround the bar. The walls are
lined with nmenorabilia in pop culture and sports.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting Diana at a round bar top with two other drivers,
Di ana spots himand waves hi m over.

CUTAWAY TO BAR TOP

Approaching the table, Diana introduces M chael to other
drivers.

DI
Hey M ke! dad you could make it.
This is Al eron Raineau, Akira Yoshi,
and Lance Deschanps.

Shaki ng t he hands of both ALERON and AKI RA, before M chael
can shake LANCE s hand he |lowers to one knee, hanging his
head down, as if the Queen of England was standing in front
of him

LANCE
Sire. King Airhart. M pleasure to
neet a menber of race car royalty.

REVEAL :

Laughi ng, M chael is sonewhat enbarrassed as PATRONS from
ot her tables are beginning to | ook over. Seeing a man one
knee usual ly synbolizes a marriage proposal in the United

St ates, which Lance knows.

Getting up, both Lance and M chael sit down.

LANCE ( CONT' D)
Alright! Shall we order sone al e???

Signaling the WAI TRESS over, she's shorter, sweet, and nost
likely in college. She's also used to handling bar tables.

WAl TRESS
Yes honey???
LANCE
(smling)
Hello! M friends and I would I|ike
to order a few drafts. | suppose

"1l have a Mol son and they' Il have...
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WAl TRESS
This is Kansas honey. W don't have
Mol son. .

LANCE

(surprised)
You know t he Queen coul d have you
beheaded for that... Treasonous where
| conme from..

Looki ng down at the nenu, then closing it quickly, Lance
responds.

LANCE ( CONT' D)
(ent husi asti c)
Make that a pitcher of Budwei ser!

WAl TRESS
Okay babe! You got it!

Sm ling and | aughing, the crew appreci ates Lances antics.
Before the waitress | eaves however, Di has the |ast word one-
uppi ng the boys.

DI
Ch, and |I'Il have a Qui nness.

I NT. RESTAURANT PARKI NG LOT - LATER

Wth the tailgate down in the back of Mchael's pickup, both
he and Diana are sitting on the back. Mchael's first

i mpression of Lance was clearly as a conplete goofball, while
Al eron was hunbl e, and Akira very reserved.

M CHAEL
(smling)
Ww, Lance is a funny guy. He's
kind of like a life-size wind up

toy...

DI
Yeah, he's a trip, but an overal
great guy.

Pausi ng for a noment Di ane decides to ask a question that's
on her m nd.

DI (CONT' D)
So -- sonething is on nmy mnd, and |
want to ask you, but | don't want
you to get offended.

Caught a little bit off guard M chael plays off her statenent.
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M CHAEL
What? You can ask nme... | prom se |
won' t be of f ended.

Noddi ng, she spits it out.

DI
Wiy are you doing all this?

M CHAEL
Hym -- You first...

DI
Are you asking why | race?

M CHAEL
Wll, yeah... How d you get into it?

Flustered a little, Diana responds.

DI
Un | don't know... It was a |ong
ti me ago, and...

M CHAEL
Hey -- its okay.

Looking into Mchael's eyes Diana |ets her guard down.

DI
| didn't have a very good chil dhood. ..
My father was both nentally and
physi cal | y abusive on pretty much --
a regular basis. | got ny ass
ki cked. . .

REVEAL :

Heari ng the seriousness in her voice, Mchael's expression
changes from curious to understandi ng.

| NT. BERTRAND HOUSE - DAY - FLASHBACK
I nsi de the house, Di's MOTHER and FATHER are argui ng and

screanm ng at each other, when her father grabs her nother by
the throat and sl ans her against the kitchen wall.

D (OS)
He and nmy nother used to fight al
the time, and one day | just couldn't

take it anynore.

REVEAL :
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An eight year old DI, watching the scene ensue cannot take
anynore, as she runs past the two, grabbing the car keys off
the kitchen table.

D (OS.) (CONT D
| stole his keys and took off in his
car... | was eight years old.

END OF FLASHBACK

M CHAEL
Ch ny god. ..

DI
It felt good. Not just taking
sonet hing away fromhim but the
freedomthat | had.

DI (CONT' D)
| drove that fucking car as fast as
| could...

Sonewhat | aughing, Diana's expression turns serious again.

DI (CONT' D)
Needl ess to say, he continued to
abuse both me and ny not her.

Becom ng enotional now, a single tear runs down Diana's face,
she wipes it away.

DI (CONT' D)
| left hone when | was twel ve and
she followed a year later. \Wen I
finally told himthat | wanted to
race, he laughed in nmy face. Then
he told ne I wouldn't amount to shit.

Pausi ng for a nonment, Di ana continues.

DI (CONT' D)
So if you're asking why | race, |
guess the answer is to get away from
ny father, but also to prove to him
how w ong he was.

Taking a deep breath, Diana wi pes her face with her hands
bef ore | ooki ng back at M chael .

DI (CONT' D)
So what about you? Wy are you
raci ng?
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M CHAEL
Huh... Well -- | guess it also goes
back to chil dhood.

INT. MRS, Al RHART' S DODCE - DAY - FLASHBACK

Inside the car, MRS. AIRHART is driving, while a young M chael
is in the passenger seat. Wth |lovely shoul der |ength brown
hair and col orful dress, she funbles with the rearview mrror.

MCHAEL (O S.)
When | was el even years old, my nother
and | were on our way hone fromthe
grocery store. W were headi ng down
University in the left, and it was --
sunny. . .

| NTERCUT: PRESENT DAY AND FLASHBACK

REVEAL:

Looking into his eyes, Diana can sense sonething is wong.
BACK TO HUCK

M CHAEL (O S.) (CONT' D)
Comi ng up on seventh the red changed
to green, so we never stopped.

Pausi ng for a noment, Mchael is just staring at the street.

M CHAEL (O S.) (CONT' D)
Sone guy ran the light at seventh
and hit the driver's side somewhere
around sixty mles an hour.

A horrific collision ensues where the driver of the other
car conpletely broadsides the driver's side of the Dodge, as
the car collapses like a tin can.

END OF FLASHBACK

DI
Ch ny god. ..
M CHAEL
When | woke up -- she was gone, and

| didn't have a scratch on ne...

Pausi ng again, the topic twists Mchael's nerves, as he noves
on fromthose painful days.
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M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
You know -- ny dad really didn't
have time to grieve. He had two
boys to raise and handle a career as
a professional driver.

Taking a deep breath M chael exhal es.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
| guess after that we all just
ent renched oursel ves deeper into
racing. Adrian and | were in the
youth circuits and ny father up
agai nst the best drivers in the world.

Putting her hand on his, Mchael |ooks down at it, then smles
briefly.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Now wi t h Adri an. ..

Looki ng down at his watch, M chael realizes its about 2: 30AM
The parking lot is conpletely enpty of customers and all of
t he enpl oyees have gone hone.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Ww, its getting late...

Looki ng at Diana, they share a nonent where they |ock eyes.
Leaning in, they share a passionate kiss under the noonlight.

EXT. | NDI ANAPOLI S MOTOR SPEEDWAY - MORNI NG

AERI AL SHOT: | NDI ANAPOLI S MOTCR SPEEDWAY

SUPER: | NDI ANAPOLI S MOTOR SPEEDWAY, | NDY 500

The grandstand of Indianapolis 500 is conpletely packed as

fans are on the of their seats with anticipation of who will

win the greatest race of the indy car circuit.

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - CONTI NUOUS

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Roundi ng turn nunber three, M chael notices that his center

of gravity seens to be off as the wheel is vibrating. Having

troubl e, the back end feels as though he's losing traction.
M CHAEL (V.0Q)

Doc! 1've got to cone in. The back
end's feeling | oose!
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CUTAVWAY TO AIRHART PIT
Sur prised, Doc responds.
DOC
What ?!'? Loose?!'? Gve ne till the
yel | ow fl ag!
| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOCC
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

M CHAEL (V. 0O.)

Yellow flag?!'? | can't make till
the next yellow. I'mcomn' in now
DOC
What ?! ?
DOC' S P. O V.

Then spotting Mchael comng into the pits, Doc is pissed.

DOC ( CONT' D)
Holy Antonine Caesar!!! That may
have just cost us the race!

REVEAL :

Infuriated, Doc spits out his gum before yelling at M chae
while the teamreplaces his tires.

DOC ( CONT' D)
You better get your ass back out
there and nake up for the pit stop
you didn't need!!!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Tense, M chael takes off out of the pit as the team sprays
t he back of the car. Leaving pit row however he suddenly
notices the yellow fl ag.

M CHAEL (V.0)
Doc! Yellow flag!!

DOC
What ?! ?

DOC' S P. O V.
Turning towards the flag bearer Doc can't believe it. Then,

turning his eyes on the track he spots the Chevy Corvette
Pace Car in the |ead.
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DOC ( CONT' D)
Alright, we got a yellow W're
back init! |If we run a snmart race

we' ve got a chance.
EXT. | NDI ANAPOLI S MOTOR SPEEDWAY - LATER
Passi ng Akira Yoshi, M chael noves ahead one place as the
speed in his car is really visible now on the oval of the
I ndy 500.
EXT. | NDI ANAPOLI S MOTOR SPEEDWAY - LATER
REVEAL:
M chael's head turns inward with each left to the inside.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Reachi ng speeds in excess of one hundred sixty mles an hour,
M chael makes anot her nove, passing Di ana.

DIANA'S P. O V.

Wat ching M chael, he slips by her, as his car accel erates
past .

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Coming to a halt in the Airhart pit area, the teamrepl aces
M chael's inside tires while only filling himup with a
partial tank of fuel.

Waving his armin a sw nging underhand notion sinmlar to the
wi ndup of a softball pitcher, Doc is junping up and down.
He's now got about three sticks of gumin his nouth.

DOC
Go! Go! Go!!

DOC S P. O V.

Exiting the pit at a quick pace, Mchael rounds the corner.
EXT. | NDI ANAPOLI S MOTOR SPEEDWAY - LATER

GRANDSTAND P. O V.

On the final lap Mchael is in third place as Sol is in second
and Prinp Rossi is in first.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting the set up of their three cars in a row, Mchael is
ready to nmake a nove.
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M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Doc! I1'mgoing to cut it inside on
the last turn. | think I can nmake
it!

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T

Heari ng M chael's words, Doc stops for a nmonment. Then,
hitting himlike a punch in the face, he knows its the wong
nove.

DOC
No! Don't do it! Cut to the outside
and you may be able to edge out Gage!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
What ?!'? |1' m goi ng inside!

BACK TO HUCK

Roundi ng the final turn, Mchael cuts inside. However, just
i ke Doc predicted, Gage cuts to the outside while Rossi
cuts inside, forcing both he and M chael to collide.

Hitting Rossi's back tire, Mchael conpletely spins himout
of the lead, while Mchael's car fires at forty-five degree
angl e straight into the right side concrete barrier, snapping
t he wi shbone and badly damagi ng t he body.

The majority of the remaining cars mss both Mchael and
Prino, with the exception of Ebenezer Ackland, who hits

M chael's back end, partially taking off the nose of his
car.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T

Slamming his hat to the ground, Doc stonps on it as he tosses
his cli pboard.

BACK TO HUCK

Stuck in the crevice of the wall, Mchael sits, shocked.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

In the distance M chael can see Gage doing donuts just before
the tow truck conpletely blocks his view as it heads into

his direction.

I NT. Al RHART RACI NG BUS - LATER

Sitting on the bus, Mchael has head in his hands as he can't
bel i eve how cl ose he was and that he lost it all.
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He crashed out of one of the nobst inportant races of the
year, the Indy Five Hundred.

CUTAWAY TO BUS DOOR

Snappi ng M chael awake, the door flies open as Doc marches
onto the bus.

BACK TO HUCK
Not wanting to hear it, M chael shakes his head.
DOC

Where' d you learn howto drive --
the Stevie Wonder School of Driving?!?

M CHAEL
Aw -- dammit! You gotta come in
here now. ..

DOC

Yeah, aw dammt is right! You know
how cl ose were out there today?!?
Huh?! ?

M CHAEL
| know

DOC
Do you?!'? That's the Indy 500!!!
The bi ggest race of the year!!!

M CHAEL
I know, alright!

DOC
That | ast nove was about as useful
as a trap door on a canoe! W trained
all year for that and you threw it
away Wi th a greenhorn m stake!!!
Now al | we've got to show for it is
a battered hunk of tw sted netal!

REVEAL:
Shaki ng his head, Mchael is getting pissed.

DOC ( CONT' D)
You know what?!'? Forget it!!!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

In a huff, Doc turns to wal k away, then realizes he has one
nore thing to say.
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DOC ( CONT' D)
You know its obvi ous who you're racing
for out there, and it sure as hel

isn't this team!! | never should
have taken you on because you're not
ready!!!

Storm ng out, Doc SLAMS the door as the trailer rattles.
REVEAL:

Sitting in the trailer Mchael |ooks to the ceiling and
screans as | oud as he can.

I NT. HOTEL ROOM - N GHT
CU - HOTEL PHONE

The phone begins to ring as the red light for |ine one
illumnates. One ring, two rings, three rings, then a hand
pi cks up the phone.

REVEAL:
M chael sitting on the bed, places the phone to his ear.

M CHAEL
Hel | 0?

CUTAWAY TO ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM

Sitting in his chair near Adrian's bedside, Angelo is on the
l'ine.

ANGELO
M key?

| NTERCUT: ANGELO AND M CHAEL

M CHAEL
Hey dad. ..

ANCGELO
How you doin'?

Shaki ng his head back and forth M chael is sonmewhat
frustrated

M CHAEL
| don't know... | guess | figured
racing on the circuit would just
cone naturally -- so far though
feel like I've just |et everyone
down.
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ANGELO
You know how proud of you | am And
| know for a fact you're the only
one Adrian woul d ever agree to drive
his race car.

REVEAL:
Pausi ng for a noment Angel o | ooks at Adrian in the bed.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)
You just have to be patient, and
when the right opportunities present
t hensel ves, you take em . You hear
me?

M CHAEL
Yeah dad. ..

ANGELO
You see M ke, what you' ve got to
realize is that the sane drive that's
pushed you this far, could now be
hi ndering you, but only if you |et
it.

Hearing his father's words, M chael suddenly feels a little
bit better, as he knows his father is right.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)
If you can get control, you're natura
talent along with Doc's experience
is going to be pretty dam tough.

M CHAEL
Huh, Doc! | really pissed himoff
t oday.
(1 aughi ng)

| heard he spit out his gum stonped
his hat, and even snapped t hat
clipboard of his...

For a nonent M chael and Angel o share a | augh

ANGELO
Hey in all seriousness though, there's
no better crew chief in the circuit.
Make anends and he'll take you to
t he top.

REVEAL :

Heari ng Angel o's words M chael nods his head
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I NT. HOTEL BAR - EVEN NG

Sitting at the bar, Doc is there, by hinself, drinking a cup
of coffee. Staring blankly at the bar, he clearly has a | ot
on his m nd.

MCHAEL (O S.)
Thi s seat taken?

Surprised, Doc |ooks up to find Mchael directly to his left.
Ofering the chair, Mchael sits down.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)

| wanted to -- | want to apol ogi ze
for today. Wwen | was com ng around
the track..

Interrupting, Doc cuts in.

DOC
Save it kid. |'ve decided that
clearly | don't have the sane grasp
on this teamthat | used too.

M CHAEL
(shocked)
What are you sayi ng?

DOC
I"msaying its tine for me step out.
Head for greener pastures. You know
what the hell I'msaying... Que the
nmusi c!

M CHAEL
No. You're not quitting on us.
What happened today was ny fault --
all of it. [If I had followed your
i nstructions we could have won, and
the fact that we didn't is on me.

DOC
Vell why the hell didn't you listen?
Dam greenhorn mi stake at the five
hundred of all places! And that
| ousy snake Gage took it from us.

M CHAEL
Yeah he did. But you know what. ..
DOC
(fired up)

What's that ?!?
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M CHAEL
W' ve still got thirteen nore races...

Pausi ng for a noment M chael gets to the point.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)

Look. I'mwlling to do whatever it
takes. |If you want ne to study turns,
"Il study turns. |f you want ne to
inmprove in qualifying, I'Il try ny

hardest to shave seconds. The bottom
line is what ever you think is best
is what goes... I'mwlling to do
whatever it takes -- for the team

REVEAL:
Turning forward Doc twists his gl ass.

DCC
What ever it takes huh...

Si pping his coffee, Doc instantly spits it out.

DOC ( CONT' D)
This coffee's strong enough to fl oat
an iron wedge!

Seeing the fire back in Doc's eyes, Mchael knows its on, as
he smles and nods at Doc's displ easure.

EXT. M LWAUKEE M LE - MORNI NG

As the sun rises over the oval track, the OFFSCREEN sound of
a scream ng indy engine is heard.

SUPER: THE M LWAUKEE M LE, A few days prior to qualifying...
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Accel erating through turn three Mchael fires past turn four,
sling-shotting dowmn the straight away. Roaring around the
oval he's reaching speeds close to one hundred-fifty mles
per hour.

CUTAWAY TO PIT ROW

Standing in pit rowwth the rest of the team Doc is pacing
back and forth. Talking into the headset, he infornms M chael
of his tines.

DCC
Shaved off a few nore mlliseconds.
Lets get five nore before we go to
r eds.
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| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC
M CHAEL (V. 0O.)

(conf used)
Reds on pre-qualifying?

DCC
You bet your ass! | want to know
exactly what those tires can do for
us and when. Blacks may be fast,
but when that track gets about as
congested as a bull race in Panpl ona,
| want to know that we ain't slippin
on no tonmat oes!

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Good one Doc... Your first worldly
ref erence.

Having a little chuckle to hinself, Doc responds.

DOC
You' d be surprised...

Putting the nouthpi ece of the headset down Doc notions to
Tommy behi nd hi m

Listening into his helnet Mchael can still hear Doc talking
because his voice is so |oud.

DOC (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
Evidently Jerry Lewis is driving for
us today!

EXT. M LWAUKEE M LE STARTI NG GRI D - DAY
AERI AL SHOT: M LWAUKEE M LE

Zi g- zaggi ng back and forth behind the Dodge Vi per Pace Car,
the drivers are warmng up their tires around the oval as
they prepare for the start of the race. The G andstands are
packed with race fans.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

After a few days of sufficient practice M chael nanaged to
land third place in qualifying, thus the only two cars in
front of himare that of Gage as well as lgor Silva.

CUTAWAY TO GREEN FLAG
As the pace car exits the track, the green wave is being

waved wildly at the starting |Iine as everyone tries to make
a nove.
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M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Shooting up even with Silva, Gage nmakes a nove to the inside,
just as Yoshi nakes a nove for the outside! 1In an instant
they're three across into turn one. Catching up on Mchael's
right side, Alvarez is running even with himas D ana, visible
in his mrror is just behind him

BACK TO HUCK

Maki ng there way around the front half of the oval, numerous
cars alnost collide, due to the density of the pack. Upon
eveni ng out and the heat of conpetition with attenpting to
draft off each other, the rear half of the oval isn't as
fortunate.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

DOC
Alright -- alright -- watch that
flank! W don't need to give away
position! How the reds handling?

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

M CHAEL (V.0)
Reds are tight.

| NTERCUT: DOC AND M CHAEL

DOC
Good! That son of a bitch Gage is
runni ng bl acks.

BACK TO HUCK

Just then, com ng around the turn, Silva and Yoshi collide!
Making a regretful yet opportunistic m stake for the other
drivers, Yoshi's cut to the inside | ocks up and wecks both
he and silva as the rear of Gage is spun out, unharned, yet
conpletely lost in position.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Dodgi ng the chaos, Mchael cuts to the outside as D follows
his | ead.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Fol | owi ng the scene Doc junps into the air as M chael has
now t aken first!

DOC ( CONT' D)
Whoa! Whoa! Whoal
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DOC S P. O V.

Fol l owi ng M chael's car as he roars past, Doc |ooks straight
to the tower as the YELLOW FLAG is now being waved in a ful
cour se cauti on.

BACK TO HUCK

DOC ( CONT' D)
Full course caution! Alright, we
need to hold this | ead | ong enough
to switch to bl acks!

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Gearing up in the Airhart pit, the teamis ready with tires,
gas, air guns and a jack.

DOC
Baby needs shoes!

CUTAWAY TO M CHAEL'S P.O V.

Round the rear oval, Mchael eyes pit lane. Follow ng CGeorge
Pi erce, another rookie, Mchael eyes his pit.

M CHAEL (V.0)
"' m bringing her in!

BACK TO HUCK

Suddenly the pit is messed up as Pierce overshoots his pit
and stalls out halfway into M chael's.

As M chael slows down to a stop the team shoves Pierces car
backwards as he does not have reverse. They then attenpt to
work on M chael's car, however due to the odd angle, cannot
seemto gas up the car as the hose won't reach

Rushing out front Doc is having a fit.

DOC
Get that piece of shit out of our
pit! Jack! Jack! Jack

Flipping up his visor, Mchael starts hollering.

M CHAEL
Cone on!!!

Shifting the car back, then forward, they've already | ost
val uabl e seconds as Pierce exits the pit followed by D and
Ebenezer Ackl and.
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As the team slans the blacks on, Tommy waves his hand giving
M chael the go. Peeling out of the pit Mchael flies onto
the track.
EXT. M LWAUKEE M LE - LATER
SUPER: FI NAL LAP
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Raci ng behind DI and Ackland, M chael stal ks, going through
the first turn.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Chewi ng his gumin a mashing fashi on Doc i s watching
feverishly.

DOC
Ckay. .. Back oval you nake your
nove. . .

| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC

M CHAEL (V.Q)
I"'mall over him..

Comi ng through the final turn Mchael hits the gas, know ng
full well he has the fastest car and a good chance.

DCC
Qutsidel!! Qutsidel!

Swi ngi ng up, then outside, Mchael excels but can't quite
pass Ackl and.

CUTAWAY TO FI NI SH LI NE

By | ess than a nose Ackland takes M chael as he places third.
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Roundi ng the front oval M chael is shaking his head as he
knew i f he had only gotten a better pit stop, he could have

t aken the race.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
| thought we had em Doc..

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Looki ng back around at his teammates, then concentrating
back on the track, Doc manages a smle
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DOC
Eh, it was a hell of a strategy today,
but in the end the heat got to us.
When it happens again, you'll know
what to do..

EXT. PODI UM - LATER

Standing on the Podiumin third Mchael can't help but stare
at Diana as she raises the first place trophy.

REVEAL :

Happy for her, Mchael's facial expression is mxed as he
clearly wanted this one for hinself.

Breaking his stare, Ackland suddenly hoses M chael wth
chanpagne, as M chael in turn sprays Diana. The bubbly from
the extra | arge chanpagne bottl es goes everywhere.

EXT. AUTOGRAPH TENT - DAY

Wal king with Diana, she and M chael approach the tent as
they are directed to sit down at the seats behind the table.
Wth themunder the tent are additional drives, lgor Silva,
Prino Rossi, CGeorge Pierce, Paulo Pinto and Gage.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Conbi ng the through the other drivers, Mchael's gaze finally
rests on one driver in particular, Solonmn Gage. Sitting
there with his | eather pants, |oose, shirt and neckl aces, he
| ooks nore |like a rock star than a driver.

REVEAL:
No | onger |aughing M chael's expression changes.
BACK TO HUCK

For a nonent, Sol and M chael share a stare down, just before
Di finally pulls Mchael to his seat. Attenpting to ignore
Gage, his anger is like a dormant vol cano destined to go off
when it's | east expected.

EXT. AUTOGRAPH TENT - LATER

As the final RACE FANS get their autographs, M chael signs a
photo followed by a t-shirt. Last, he's presented with a
phot o of he and Adri an.

REVEAL:

St udyi ng the photo for a nmonent, M chael signs his nanme making
sure not to touch Adrian at all.
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As the fan thanks him Mchael briefly smles before eyeing
Gage agai n.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Noticing Mchael staring at him Gage stands up. Wl Kking
around the table he heads for Mchael and Di, as M chae
slides of out of his seat with tension.

BACK TO HUCK

Noticing what's about to happen, Di junps to her feet,
grabbi ng M chael by the chest.

Dl
No M kel

SOL
(appr oachi ng)
What is all the fuss about??? Wuld
you |l i ke ny autograph to hang on
your wal | ???

Staring back at Gage, Sol coments on Diana.

SOL (CONT' D)
Hello Diana. | see you've nmet our
newest rookie sensation. W'Il see

if he conpletes two seasons.

As M chael's blood begins to boil Di can feel himtense up.

DI
Get the hell out of here Sol.
SOL
Don't worry, I'msure we will neet

agai n young rooki e.
As Sol wal ks away, M chael shakes his head in frustration
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Continuing to stare, Mchael follows Gage until he's out of
si ght.

EXT. TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY - DAY
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng Lance and Sol in front of him M chael rounds back
oval of Texas Motor Speedway.

SUPER: TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY
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Checking his mrror the pack is in pursuit, however M chae
clearly has the fastest car, and just a slight edge.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
He's right in ny sights Doc.

Edgi ng cl oser Mchael is alnost to the point of drafting
past Sol as he nears his rear bunper.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Wat ching the scene around the track, Doc is all to fanmliar
with Sol's antics.

DOC
Don't get to close. That son of a
bitch is unpredictable.

| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
|'ve got nore speed.

Paci ng back and forth, Doc goes against his better judgnent
and gives M chael the go ahead.

DOC
Ah shit... Alright -- | want you to
hit it on the next straight away.
Draft himto the outside.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

As M chael edges closer, he lets off just before flooring
the gas on the strai ght away.

SAL'S P.O V.

Spotting Mchael in his mrror Sol quickly reacts, cutting
inside just as predicted but letting off the gas enough to
cut back over into Mchael's rear inside left fender.

M CHAEL'S P. OV
On the receiving end of the pit maneuver, Mchael's tires

begin to spin as tries to keep the car fromgoing off the
track.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
He just hit ne!!!

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Runni ng back and forth to see the track, Doc's nerves are on
edge.
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DCC
Hol d the wheel danmit! Do not | ose
ith!h!

| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC

Spinning to the left, then to the right, then back |eft again.
M chael regains control just before going into the infield.

In the meantinme he's conpletely | ost position by about three
places falling into fifth place.

CUTAWAY TO FINISH LI NE

Crossing the finish line, Lance, Sol, Paul o, and Georges
Pierce, each nake it across the line before M chael.

EXT. Al RHART RACI NG PIT AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Pulling the car into the pit, Mchael pulls hinmself out of
the car. Right in front of themcoincidentally, Sol's pit
is celebrating a second place finish

Throwi ng his hel met down, M chael heads straight for Sol
bef ore bei ng anbushed by his own teanmates and Doc who hold
hi m back.

M CHAEL
Son of a bitch! He doesn't deserve
shit! You tried to spin nme out!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting the comotion, Sol brushes off accusations at first,
then turns around furious.

SOL
Have you forgotten St. Petersburg?!?

REVEAL :

Heari ng his words, Mchael is furious as he struggles wth
t he team hol di ng hi m back.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
Becom ng even nore furious, Sol nmakes a threat.
SOL ( CONT' D)
Cross ny path... You will not finish
this season..
REVEAL:

DOC i s now hol ding Mchael back with everything he's got.
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DOC
M chael! Mchael! Get a hold of
yoursel f! Don't let himget in your
head! You're better than this!!!

Real i zing Doc is right, a frustrated M chael stands down.

M CHAEL
Let me go! Let ne go!

Spitting out his gum Doc shrugs in frustration.

DOC
Ah shit -- we'll get himnext week...
Pulling stunts like that, his |uck
is right about like water in a desert,
about due to dry up.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - MORNI NG

Wal ki ng through the hospital Mchael is anxious to see not
only Adrian, but his father, whom he hasn't seen since that
first fateful race.

CUTAWAY TO ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM

Knocki ng once before stepping inside the room Angel o | ooks
up to find Mchael standing in the doorway.

Sharing a nonment, they enbrace each other with a | oving hug,
bef ore both turning towards Adrian's bed.

ADRI AN' S BED

Looki ng over the bed, oxygen tubes are wapped around Adrian's
face. Still in casts, his torso | ooks odd, as he has no
feet under the covers of the hospital sheets.

M CHAEL
Hey -- where's Jeanie at?

Continuing to study Adrian wi thout |ooking up Angel o responds
in a despondent manner.

ANGELO
She's not here M chael.

Looking at his father's face, Mchael can tell sonething
isn't quite right.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)
She stayed for the first nonth, but
just couldn't handle it being here
day in and day out.
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M CHAEL
(taken back)
What ?

ANGELO
(1 ooki ng up)
It's not her fault M ke. She went
through lot...

M CHAEL
But to | eave -- now???

As tears begin to form Angelo rubs his eyes.

ANCGELO
| couldn't nake her stay...

Seeing his dad cry for one of the only tines in his life
M chael, puts his hand on his father's shoul der.

ANCELO ( CONT' D)
(gat hering hinsel f)
But 1'm not goi ng anywhere...

Changi ng the subject, Angelo brings up the race.

ANCGELO ( CONT' D)
So | saw the race on Sunday. You
had himMke. It just takes
patience. ..

Wal ki ng back and sitting in the chair against the wall,
M chael |eans his head back.

M CHAEL
He tried to spin ne out.

ANGELO
You know there are always guys like
that. | remenber back when | was
racing | had a few run-ins...

Hearing his father's words, M chael decides to ask for advice
as he feels he's caught up in the situation.

M CHAEL
What did it take?

Looking at Mchael in the eyes, the answer is painfully
obvi ous.

ANGELO
Pati ence.

Si ghi ng, M chael |ooks to his side.
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ANGELO ( CONT' D)
You know with guys like that, you
have to let them make the first nove
and sink thenmselves. Like a prize
fighter with two or three big shots.
When he goes for uppercut you dodge,
and when cones back with the overhand
right, you counter with a body shot..

Li stening to his words, M chael knows his father is right.
Clasping his hands in a preying fashion, Angelo w shes he
had gi ven the sane advice to Adrian.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)
It's all about the counter... Al
about the counter...

I NT. Al RHART HOUSE - N GHT

The offscreen sound of the doorbell is heard. Then again...
CUTAVAY TO FRONT DOOR

Approaching the front door, M chael |ooks through the

peephol e, then opens the door to find DI standing in the
doorway. Leaning against the wall she has one |eg up.

M CHAEL
Hey!
DI
I"mlooking for this race car
driver...
M CHAEL
Yeah???
DI
Yeah, | heard he was this cute guy...
M CHAEL

Vell ny dad's not hone. ..
Smiling, Mchael and Di share a brief |augh.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Conme on in...

I NT. Al RHART HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Fol l owi ng M chael into the living room D stops, observing

all of the race photos that line the while, while M chael
continues on to the kitchen.
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MCHAEL (O S.)
Can | get you a drink?

DI
(studyi ng the photos)
Yeah... Wat do you have?

M CHAEL
How about some pop?

DI
Eh -- you got any soda?

M CHAEL
Nope. ..

DI

Ckay -- then pop will do.

The OFFSCREEN sounds of M chael rummagi ng through the fridge
t hen openi ng and pouring the cola into the glass, he returns
to the living room

REVEAL :

Standi ng there, Diana cannot get over all of the great photos
of Angelo as well as Adrian and Mchael's junior circuit

days. Handing her the glass of cola and a napkin M chael
follows the photos as well.

DI (CONT' D)
You guys have some great photos
here... | recognize Watkins den..

DIANA'S P. O V.

Then | ooking to the photo of the three of themw th the |arge
chanmpagne bottles, it catches her eye.

REVEAL :

DI (CONT' D)
Ww. .. The chanpagne bottle was bi gger
t han you were!

Sm ling and noddi ng, that photo is clearly one of Mchael's
favorites as well.

M CHAEL
Yeah... You can just feel the heated
conpetition between us. W had to
see who coul d spray the nost
chanpagne.

Smiling and laughing Di's curiosity is peaked.
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DI
Can | ask how ol d you were?

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
Looki ng at the photo, M chael renmenbers.
REVEAL:

M CHAEL
I think I was about ten right there.
That's the day ny dad won the points
chanmpi onship... It was one of those
days that really showed what's waiting
for you when you overcone adversity.

Di ana studies Mchael's reaction. Feeling conpelled to
explain hinself, Mchael reveals what he was tal king about.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
That was the sane year of ny nother's
acci dent. ..

Dl
l"msorry..

Changi ng the subject, Mchael decides to take Di into the
gar age.

M CHAEL
Hey, |'ve got sonmething to show you
Come on. ..

DIANA'S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng M chael through the house to the door leading to
t he garage, M chael opens the door revealing a black room
Fumbling for the light switch, he finally finds it, as he
hits the swtch.

Li ke removing a painted vale, the illumnation reveals
Adrian's 1969 purple and bl ack Chevy Conmaro anongst the tools,
wor k bench, race posters, rock band posters and centerfold
girls.

CUTAVWAY TO COVARO

Approaching the car, and running her hands across the
graphics, D is clearly inpressed with the car.

Dl

~ (giddy)
This car is -- awesone...

Rubbi ng the hood, M chael responds.
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M CHAEL
This is Adrian's 1969, Chevy Comaro --
California Raisin Purple...

Still overjoyed with the car itself DI knows that she has to
ask about its history.

DI
How did he ever land it?

M CHAEL
Well, Chuck, a friend of ny father's
was the original owner, and the shel
had just been sitting in alittle
garage behind his auto shop. So one
day he had the garage open and Adrian
spotted it... Love at first site.
He made a deal with him that he
woul d hel p Chuck fix up his house as
well as help out at the auto shop if
he could fix up the Comaro in his
spare tine. A few years later
Chuck' s house was one of the nicest
in the nei ghborhood, and he gave
Adrian the Conaro!

DI
(smling)
VWow. . .
M CHAEL
It's very special -- to all of us...

Adrian is the only one who can give
the go ahead to take it out...

Changi ng the subject, Mchael notions to the other vehicle
in the garage, the ol der black pick-up.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
(smling)
The only things that are mine are a
few of the rock band posters and the
pi ck-up behind you... That's mne...

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Turning around, Di, |looks at the truck, then back at M chae
and sm | es.

EXT. M CHAEL'S PI CK-UP TRUCK - LATER
Of the beaten path in a wide open field, the black pick up

truck, is parked with the faint sound of its radio playing
in the background.
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CUTAWAY TO TAI LGATE

Layi ng down across a conforter in the back, both Mchael and
Di are | ooking up at the stars.

DI
The sky is so clear, as if you
phot oshop' d clarity around each
star... | bet you take all the girls
out here...

Sharing a nonment | ooking at each other, both M chael and D
start | aughi ng.

DIANA'S P. O V.

As the joke wi nds down Diana focuses on Mchael's face as he
stares into the heavens above.

M CHAEL
|'ve never been active in any
religion, yet you can't help but get
the sense that there's a higher power
involved in all of this. Fromthe
stars through the earth... | just
don't know what it neans, or why...

REVEAL :

Looking at Mchael, D feels a sense of sadness as the
underlying truth to Mchael's words is that Adrian is stil
in the hospital and may not recover.

DIANA'S P. O V.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
And now -- I'min the circuit.

( pausi ng)
You know what's crazy?

BACK TO HUCK
Rolling onto her back Di, stares up again.

DI
What's that?

M CHAEL
That in nmy drive to make ny father
proud | secretly wish that he would
| eave Adrian just once to see ne
race. It kind of nmakes ne sick when
I think about it.

REVEAL :
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Rol | i ng back towards M chael, DI tries confort himas she
| ooks into his eyes.

DI
Well -- they do have a tv in the
hospital roomright?
BACK TO HUCK

Breaki ng the nonotony, Di's words snap M chael back to
reality.

M CHAEL
VWhat ?

Just then M chael begins to laugh at Di's unintended joke.
Noticing his expression she smles.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Cone here...

As Di leans in, she and M chael starting with a cautious
enbrace, fully let go, engaging each other as two people who
have been deprived of love for far too | ong.

EXT. | OMA SPEEDWAY - AFTERNOON

SUPER: | ONM SPEEDWAY

REVEAL:

Raci ng around the track, Mchael is in fourth place just
behi nd three other drivers.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Roundi ng the rear oval Mchael, floors the gas as the engine
roars.

CUTAWAY TO FI NI SH LI NE

As the first three drivers cross the finish line, Mchael's
car crosses, unchallenged in fourth place.

EXT. RI CHMOND | NTERNATI ONAL RACEVAY - NI GHT
SUPER: RI CHMOND | NTERNATI ONAL RACEWAY
REVEAL :

Fl ying around the oval, three cars are conpeting for the
race including Di, Massinm Costa, and M chael

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
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Going into the final oval, Mchael is gaining on Costa, as
he can also see Gage in his rearview mrror. Knowi ng he has
to make a nove, he begins to accelerate. Slowi ng down for
just a second, conming out of the turn he slans the gas!

REVEAL :

Faking inside, then cutting outside Mchael with the fastest
car on the raceway, steadily accelerates on the right side
of Cost a.

CUTAWAY TO FINISH LI NE

As the checkered flag is waved violently back and forth,
M chael passes Costa by a nose placing second behind D .

EXT. Al RHART RACI NG PIT AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Thrusting his fist in the air |ike an uppercut, Doc | ooks
back to Tomy.

DCC
Yes!!! You teach himthat?! ? |
sure the hell didn't!!!

REVEAL :

Rai sing his hands into the air, Tonmy makes a surprised
expression as he and Doc share a smle

| NT. ADRI AN S HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

CU - TV above the bed

As the picture turns on the channels are changed until the
race is found. O fscreen announcers can be heard commentating

as the shot on the television is an AERI AL SHOT of Watki ns
d en International.

CHP (OS.)
Watkins G en -- the unofficial hone
of road racing for over fifty years.
W're glad you can all join us today

for this wonderful trip to New York.

I NT. WATKI NS GLEN | NTERNATI ONAL BROADCASTI NG BOOTH -
CONTI NUQUS

Sitting in the booth are only two nmen. The one to the left,
CH P is a mddle-aged man with gl asses and a fresh haircut
sitting alongsi de TERRY, a larger man, wearing a cowboy hat
with black sungl asses and a seasoned nustache. Each of them
has a headset on with matching m crophone nout hpi eces.
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CH P
But, just like any other race at The
Gen, I"'msure today will have a few

surprises in store...

TERRY
"Il tell you what it's going to
cone down to Chip...

CH P
What's that?

TERRY
Pit strategy. The weather report is
calling for rain this afternoon
I"d be willing to bet there's going
to be a fewdrivers that are going
to ganble with the bl acks, but |
guarantee nost of the drivers are
probably going to start this race
with rain tires. |If they tine it
right it could pay off, but if not
were tal king i ce skates.

CH P
And on that note lets send it to
Tracy Smith on Pit Row.

I NT. ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
U - TV

As the television cuts away fromthe booth, the CAMERA ANGLE
is now on TRACY SMTH in the Airhart Racing pit. Decked out
inafull fire retardant race suit, her nodel good | ooks
would give Di a run for her noney if only she were a driver

Coming into viewto her right, Doc is standing there with
his trademark black hat, gum clipboard and yel | ow headset
around hi s neck.

TRACY
I"'mhere with L. B. Holiday, crew
chief for Airhart Racing. So Doc,
tell us, what's your pit strategy
going to be like today?

Leaning into the m crophone, Doc has to speak |oudly, as
well as listen to the questions as best as he can, due to
t he OFFSCREEN sound of race car engines in the background.

DOC
Vel | sonetimes you gotta shoot the
noon and today we're going for it.
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TRACY
Even with the forecast calling for
rain these clouds could break at any

nonent .

DOC
Yeah, we're going for it. |'m hoping
we don't toss up a whopper... Excuse
ne. ..

St eppi ng asi de and out of the canera, M chael steps in.

TRACY
And now we have M chael Airhart before
us. Mchael since stepping in for
your brother Adrian, you' ve been
com ng on strong as of late. |Is
t hat your plan today?

Sonewhat smling, M chael responds.

M CHAEL
Vell, we started the year behind and
ran into a few rough patches. |
don't know if |'ve necessarily planned
to come from behind the [ ast couple
races, but the car has been driving
great, and the Airhart Racing Team
has been doing one hell of a job in
the pits.

Pointing to the tires, Tracy inquires about them

TRACY
Can | ask what you're starting with
today? Runor is nost of the field
is going wwth rain tires and you
guys are goi ng bl acks.

Leaning in, M chael responds.

M CHAEL
You got it. Excuse ne...

St eppi ng away, Tracy quickly |looks to her left and begins to
wal k as the canmera foll ows her

TRACY
Vel |l we know what Airhart's doing,
| ets see what Sol onon Gage is
pl anni ng. ..

Spotting Gage, Tracy calls himas the CAMERA FOLLOANS HER.
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TRACY (CONT' D)
Sol... Sol...

Turning around Sol, spots Tracy and sm | es.

SOL
Hel | o

TRACY
The words across pit rowis that a
| ot of guys are starting with the
rain tires today, how about you guys?

SOL
W are racing for strategy and
strategy is with the bl acks.

TRACY
Vell it would seem great mnds think
alike as Airhart Racing is also going
bl ack. Are you expecting a tight
conpetition.

Sonewhat | aughi ng, Sol brushes off her conments.

SOL
Look, 1've been racing a long tine
and |'ve seen many rookies. They
cone and go. Eventually there luck --
it runs out...

St eppi ng out of the camera angle Tracy turns directly towards
it.

TRACY
And there you have it Chip. Back to
you and Terry in the booth...

BACK TO HUCK

Sitting along Adrian's bedside Angel o | ooks up at the race,
t hen back at Adri an.

ANGELO S P. O V.

Looki ng at Adrian's closed eyes, Angelo puts his hand over
Adrian's.

ANGELO (O S.)
You hear that? The den... It's
going to be a hell of a race.
EXT. WATKI NS GLEN | NTERNATI ONAL - LATER

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
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Speedi ng around the track, Mchael is in fifth place. 1In
front of himas well as in his mrrors behind him he can
see many cars, but the only one he's focused on is that of
Gage.

M CHAEL (V.0)
"' mgaining on em Doc!

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T

Readi ng his clipboard, Doc periodically |ooks up at the track
bef ore checki ng his watch.

DOC
Hey, you're driving great kid. That
last |ap was faster than green grass
t hrough a goose! Now just hold her
steady and hopefully by the tine
we're near lap twenty-five..

REVEAL :

Just then, the first rain drops begin to fall as Gage,
currently in second place, is in the mddle of trying to
make a pass on Di to the outside. Accelerating in her blind
spot, his car suddenly |oses control and collides with her
as she sw ngs outside.

Hitting her right rear tire, both cars go careening straight
into the wall, where his car becones airborne, spinning
violently across the fence until finally landing and sliding
down the track upside down, grinding his hel met across the
pavenent .

| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC

Spotting the ensuing chaos, only one thought is on Doc's
m nd.

DOC ( CONT' D)
@Qun it, god damm it! G@un it!!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Accel erating, Mchael just msses Gage and DI, as he cuts
into second place and narrowy avoids a growing field of
debri s.

DOC (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
Easy! Easy! Easy!

Checking his mrror, Mchael can see a few other cars collide,
as another goes into the infield am dst the grow ng cloud of
debri s.
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DOC S P. O V.

Doc, checking the tower, spots the yellow flag bei ng waved
in a full-course caution.

REVEAL :

Paci ng back and forth, Doc's anxiety is noving himas knows
they' re about to pull a nmaneuver.

DOC ( CONT' D)
Ful | course caution god damm it!
Sl ow down! Bring her in on the next
pass!

M CHAEL (V.0)
You got it...

GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

As M chael rounds the final turn he heads straight into pit
row, followed by a few other drivers. Swapping tires and
giving him a short burst of fuel, he's back out within
seconds.

DOC
Al right, now we're cooking with gas!!!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Accel erating out of the pit, Mchael is back in the |ine-up,
hardly giving up a place as al nost everybody pitted due to
the | arge debris field.

I NT. ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATER

Sitting next to Adrian with his arns fol ded, Angelo is
wat ching the race intently on the television in Adrian's
room

CUTAWAY TO HOsSPI TAL HALLWAY QUTSI DE ADRI AN' S ROOM

The OFFSCREEN sound of race engi nes can be heard roaring
fromthe tv speakers down the hall.

NURSE STAND

At the nurse stand TWO M DDLE AGED MALE NURSES as wel | as an
i nterning FEMALE NURSE | ook at each other, sharing a nonent,
bef ore nodding. One of the male nurses nmouths out the word

Airhart.
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EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Pulling the car in for one last pit, the team gives M chae
t he needed fuel to finish the race, as well as a fresh set
of tires.

Finishing the pit within a flash, Mchael is back out into
the lineup as he exits pit row

DOC (V.0Q)
Alright. You should be good to go,
the rest of the way out.

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - LATER
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Raci ng around the track at excessive speeds, Mchael is
running a flawl ess race up to this point. Gining on the
| eader, Massinp Costa, he's follow ng himclosely.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
I think I can make a nobve on him
Doc. ..

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Wat ching the race ensuing around the track, Doc chew ng gum
has decided to play this one safe.

DOC
Easy... |I'mthinking we make our
nove with about ten laps left. The
nmonent you lap the rear car, punch
it and take himon the straights.

BACK TO HUCK

Roundi ng the turns Mchael is still in hot pursuit, when
suddenly the rear car pops out of nowhere.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Cutting to the outside, Costa instantly gives up ground as
M chael, timng it just right, shoots the gap for the straight
away on the inside. Taking the |ead, Mchael is anped.

M CHAEL (V. 0O.)
Got hi

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT
DOC

You got it Kkid!
( MORE)
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DOC ( CONT' D)
Cool as a npose and twi ce as hairy!
Now, hold -- that --lead!!

BACK TO HUCK

Accel erating, Mchael can see Costa in his mrror, yet Mchae
definitely has the faster car as Costa cannot seemto catch
hi m

I NT. ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Wat ching he race, Angelo as well as all three of the nurses
are standing there watching the race. Punped up over
M chael's pass Angelo is high-fiving the others.

ANGELO
Yes! He's got it! He's got the
glen! You see that! M/ boy's got
the glen!!!
EXT. WATKI NS GLEN | NTERNATI ONAL - LATER
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Roundi ng the final turns, Mchael hugs themjust right with
his rain tires, making sure not to give any ground. Heading
down the final one, Mchael accelerates towards the finish
l'ine.

CUTAWAY TO FI NI SH LI NE

As the checkered flag is waved above, M chael passes the
finish line for his first victory on the mgjor circuit.

BACK TO HUCK
REVEAL :

Waving his fist in the air, Mchael's sense of acconpli shment
i s overwhel ming him

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
What do you think of that one Doc?!?

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Junpi ng up and down, Doc, and the rest of the teamare
conpletely ecstatic as Mchael has finally won a race.

BACK TO HUCK
M CHAEL'S P. O V.
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Roundi ng the track, the other drivers pass M chae
congratulating himon winning his first race with various
good-wi | | ed hand gest ures.

EXT. Al RHART RACI NG PIT AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Driving the car into the pit, Mchael stops. Pulling off

t he steering wheel he renpves his helnet followed by the
fire retardant hood, and junmps out of the car. G eeted by
the team they instantly hoist himup onto their shoul ders,
t hen back to the ground in cel ebration.

I NT. ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
U - TV

Tracy Smith is on the tv in the Airhart pit area with an
excited Doc.

TRACY (V.Q)
Wl | Doc, you got your first win out
there today. What are your thoughts?

Rermoving his hat to wipe the sweat off his brow, Doc responds.

DOC (V.0Q)
To win here today -- its been a | ong
time in the making for us. And the
guy we've got behind the wheel could
really give his brother as well as
his father are run for their noney.
W had a rough start to the year,
but since then, as a team we've been
i mproving week in and week out. Its
going to be a hell of a points race...

Just then Mchael enters the canera angle, smling, and filled
with joy as he and Doc and share a nonent. Foll ow ng, Doc
exits the screen as M chael speaks with Tracy.

TRACY (V.Q)
M chael -- congratul ati ons on your
first series win. How does it feel?

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Oh it feels great! You know, the
nonent | stepped in for Adrian
didn't know if this nonment woul d
ever cone...

Pausi ng M chael has to conpose hinself, so he doesn't |et
his enotions get the best of him
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M CHAEL (V.Q) (CONT' D)
But here today, this is just the
begi nni ng.
The fact that we're getting closer
as team and faster in each race, its
maki ng for one hell of a difference
in the points conpetition, and as
soon as we | eave here, practice begins
for Toronto...

TRACY (V.Q)
Tell us what you were thinking when
Sol omon Gage and Di ana Bertrand
collided. It seened that was the
break you needed.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Yeah it definitely was. D was
clearly in front, and it seened that
Gage tried for too much. It's just
too bad he took her out in the
process, but sonetines its unavoi dabl e
in conpetition.

TRACY (V.Q)
Wl | once again, congratul ations on
your win out there today.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Thanks Tracy. And let ne just to
say to ny brother Adrian and ny father
by his side in St. Petersburg,
Florida, you're going to get better
Adrian. This one was for you..

INT. DI ANA'S CORVETTE - AFTERNOON

Inside the car, Diana is behind the wheel with Mchael in
t he passenger seat. Wth her black sunglasses on, she's
driving this street corvette just |like she would her race
car.

M CHAEL
Are you sure this is the right thing
to do?

Looki ng over at M chael, Di ana responds.

DI
Yeah M chael -- | am..

Sighing, D explains her viewoint a little bit nore.

DI (CONT' D)
It's the right thing to do...
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Noddi ng, M chael accepts the verdict with the seriousness in
Di's voice.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - LATER

Wal ki ng down the hospital hallways, the feeling is all too
famliar for Mchael as he glances in each roomthey pass.

Knowi ng that Adrian is still in Florida, Mchael's enotions
fade into the background.

D'S P.OW.

Spotting CGeorges Pierce outside of one of the doors, D points
hi m out .

DI
There's Georges. ..

CUTAWAY TO OQUJTSI DE SOL' S HOSPI TAL ROOM

DI (O S.) (CONT' D
Ceor ges!

Turning around Georges is greeted by DI and M chael, who
appr oach.

GEORGES
Hey Diana. H Mchael. Thanks for
com ng by.

Looki ng at M chael, Georges reassures M chael for com ng.

GEORGES (CONT' D)
["msure this must be awkward for
you, but being a driver with the
rest of us, you' re now part of the
famly, even if its sonmewhat
dysfunctional at tines...

Just then, the DOCTOR and one of his NURSES exit the room

GEORGES (CONT' D)
Cone on. Lets go in..

I NT. SOL'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

St eppi ng inside, Georges enters first followed by Di. Laying
in bed with his armin a sling, Sol |ooks over revealing a
badly brui sed bl ack eye.

GEORGES
Hello Sol. D is also here.

St epping forward, D spots him
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DI
Hey Sol .

Noddi ng, Sol somewhat confused is surprised to see D ana.
Then he spots M chael stepping through the door.

SOL
Wiy is he here?!?

Looki ng over at M chael then back at Sol, Georges responds.

GEORGES
Cone on Sol... W're all spokes in
t he sane wheel .

Frustrated Sol turns his head back as he stares at the
cei ling.

DI
Way' d you go for that nove? You
know you took ne out too, and | could
just as easily be laying in that bed
next to youl!

Acknow edgi ng Di, Sol |ooks back over

SOL
(struggling)
I"msorry... But | don't understand

why you brought -- him..
St eppi ng forward M chael stands up for hinself.

M CHAEL
You know why |'m here.

After the slight barrage of steady chinks in Sol's arnor, he
rai ses his defenses.

SOL
I will be back. Even if | mss a
race. .

Becoming frustrated, yet feeling sorry for Sol, CGeorges cuts
in.

GEORGES
Sol. The doctor's say it's going to
be at | east three weeks...

Taki ng sever offense to Georges statenent Sol fires back at
the three.
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SOL
This is nmy year! | am points chanpi on
and I will not lose! | don't care
if it kills ne. | have to win!!

Taken back by Sol, the three of them step back, giving up on
the noment. As they exit the room Sol |ooks at the ceiling
tense and frustrated. As he swings the fist of his free arm
into the mattress a tear runs down the side of his cheek.

EXT. STREETS OF TORONTO - AFTERNOON
SUPER: STREETS OF TORONTO
AERI AL SHOT: STREETS OF TORONTO

Wil e the pack accel erates through the checkered flag, M chael
is sonewhere between fifth and eighth. Slow ng through turn
one, nultiple cars collide. Mchael, naking a hard right,
sneaks by as he accelerates through turn two and into the
strai ght away.

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Speeding into the pit, the teamjacks up the car as M chae
flips up the visor on his helnet. Spotting the que Tonmy
tosses hima water bottle, where just as soon as he takes a
sip, he tosses it back, just in time for the car to be dropped
on four newtires and a full tank of fuel.

Accel erating, Mchael exits out of the pit in a cloud of
dust .

EXT. STREETS OF TORONTO - LATER

Roundi ng turns nine and ten, Mchael, follow ng three other
cars hits the gas through turn el even.

CUTAWAY TO FI NI SH LI NE

As the checkered flag is waived, Mchael crosses in fourth
pl ace.

EXT. EDMONTON CI TY CENTRE Al RPORT - EVEN NG

SUPER: EDMONTON CI TY CENTRE Al RPORT

As the flag bearer waves the green flag, the field accel erates
t hrough turn one as Mchael drops a few places, being passed
by three different cars.

CUTAWAY TO TURN NI NE

At turn nine, the field collectively steps onto the gas
t hrough the strai ght away.
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Nobody has col |i ded on the opening | ap.
EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - LATER
M CHAEL' S P. Q. V.

G i ppi ng the wheel with both hands, Mchael is shifting up
and down with this his thunbs across the buttons of the
steering wheel, while follow ng closely behind the back end
of Alvarez. In his rearview mrrors the pack shadows him
like a string through the breeze in his rearview mrrors.

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Pulling into the pit area, the Airhart Racing team hustles
to remove a piece of plastic debris fromthe front of
M chael's car as well as change out the nose.

Finally securing the new nose in place, Mchael accelerates
out of the pits, as Doc swings his clipboard in frustration.

EXT. EDMONTON CI TY CENTRE Al RPORT FI NI SH LI NE - LATER
AERI AL SHOT: FI NI SH LI NE

The flag bearer is violently waving the checkered flag back
and forth, while the pack, accelerating through turn fourteen,
heads for the finish line. Numerous cars cross the line
before M chael, as his car finally comes by in eighth place.

EXT. KENTUCKY SPEEDWAY - NI GHT
SUPER: KENTUCKY SPEEDWAY

As the bright stadiumlights above shine down over the track,
M chael is in second place, right behind Ackland, as they
fly through turn one, fading through turn two.

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Changing tires, the teamdrops the jack as Mchael's car
accel erates out of the pit with two other cars right behind
him The nmenbers of the Airhart team high five each other
as they had the fastest pit of the three.

EXT. TROPHY PRESENTATI ON - LATER

Standing on the podiumin third place, Mchael is al ongside
Yoshi who placed first and Di, who placed second. Shaking

up their chanpagne bottles, the three begin to hose each

ot her, as chanpagne goes everywhere, effectively soaking al
three, as the race crowd cheers.
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EXT. M D-OH O SPORTS CAR COURSE - AFTERNOON
AERI AL SHOT: M D-OH O SPORTS CAR COURSE
SUPER: M D- OHI O SPORTS CAR COURSE

Char gi ng under the green flag the pack nmakes its way towards
turn one with Mchael in hot pursuit of first place.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Maki ng the cut through turn one, Mchael m sses a gear,
forgetting to downshift as he avoids a conplete spin out by
driving through the grass and dropping a few pl aces.

REVEAL :

Accel erating back onto the track, M chael energes right behind
the ei ghth place car.

EXT. M D-OH O SPORTS CAR COURSE - LATER

Fol | owi ng the Lanborgi ni Pace Car, everyone in the pack is
attenpting to keep their tires warm by swerving back and
forth as they proceed through the course.

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - LATER
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Headi ng t hrough the rear strai ght away, M chael sees the
car's behind himfade into the distance as he accel erates
with his the thunbs through all of his gears, reaching top
speed faster than any ot her car.

REVEAL :

Downshi fting through the next zig-zagging section of the
track, M chael nakes a pass, noving up one place.

EXT. M D-OH O SPORTS CAR COURSE GRANDSTAND - LATER

Fromthe crowded grandstand, race fans are cheering on their
feet, as the pack heads through the last turn. Heading for
the finish line, and the checkered flag, M chael crosses in
fifth place.

EXT. | NFI NEON RACEVWAY GRANDSTAND - EVENI NG
SUPER: | NFI NEON RACEWAY - SONOWVA, CALI FORNI A
Wat chi ng the pack accel erate past the grandstand through the

first set of turns, everybody's heads turn as they foll ow
the cars through the begi nning of the raceway.
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EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Coming to a quick halt into the pit, the Airhart team hoists
the jack, tearing off Mchael's blacks and replacing them
with new reds.

REVEAL :

Fromroad |l evel of the turn one marbles, the |ine up cruises
by, as the nunber eight car spins out. Being conpletely
turned around, the next two cars alnost hit himbefore he's
finally able to accelerate again, as a puff of snoke is

rel eased fromthe car

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Paci ng back and forth as Doc usually does when his nerves

are acting up, he starts hopping up and dowmn as M chael passes
the pits, thick in the pack. The anmount of gum Doc has in

his nmouth is way too rmuch, but he's too distracted with the
race.

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - LATER

Coming into turn five on the outside, Rossi nmakes a nove to
the inside just as Mchael cuts in, sending M chael careening
off the track to the outside.

Sliding out of control M chael snmashes into the outer wall
breaking the | eft w shbone as his front left tire flops back
and forth |ike a broken appendage.

REVEAL :

M chael, still in the car is pounding his fist across the
top before renmoving his steering wheel and hoppi ng out of
the car. Upset, he takes out his frustration by kicking the
outer wall.

EXT. | NFI NEON RACEVWAY FI NI SH LI NE - LATER

Wavi ng the checkered flag, the pack crosses the finish |ine,
with Mchael's car noticeably absent.

I NT. ADRI AN'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - NI GHT

St eppi ng inside the hospital roomthe NURSE, a m ddl e- aged
attractive nom flips on the light switch

CUTAWAY TO ADRI AN' S BED

Approaching Adrian's bed the nurse stops for a nonment before
checking Adrian's vitals on the nmachi ne next to the bed.

Tal king out |oud, she enjoys talking to him even if he cannot
hear her.
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NURSE
How are we doi ng toni ght honey?

Checki ng the nmachi ne and replacing the bags of fluid she
tends to him

NURSE ( CONT' D)
Let's just change these on out, and
you should be all set.

Pl aci ng her hand across his forehead, Adrian is stil
conpl etely unconsci ous.

NURSE ( CONT' D)
Vell, | knowthis is the first night
you' ve been al one, but | do have a
surprise for you..
(whi speri ng)
There's a race tonight.

Grabbing the renote the nurse turns on the tv, changing the
channels until she finds the indy car race.

NURSE ( CONT' D)
If they ask if you were up late,
deny it till the end.

Smiling, the nurse props up his hospital bed, and tucks him
in before | eaving the room

REVEAL :

Closing the door, the scene is somewhat serene as Adrian
unconscious, is listening to the race.

CU - TV, which is showi ng the Chicagol and Speedway.
MATCH DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. CH CAGOLAND SPEEDWAY - NI GHT
AERI AL SHOT: CHI CAGOLAND SPEEDVWAY
SUPER: CHI CAGOLAND SPEEDWAY

TRACKI NG SHOT on M chael as he heads down pit rowto the
Airhart Racing Pit.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Looki ng at the | arge grandstand, the crowd is cheering |oudly
for their favorite drivers being announced. Upon hearing

his name fromthe OFFSCREEN ANNOUNCER, M chael waves to the
crowd.
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CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Reaching the pit, the teamis getting set up for the race.
Spotting Doc, M chael approaches him

M CHAEL

W gonna wi n one out there today?
DOC

| hope so... As long as you ate your

Wheat i es.

Smiling, Mchael takes his helnet fromone of his teanmtes.
Then hearing the crowd cheer, he turns around to see what
the commotion is about.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Looki ng a few places behind them Gage is standing in the
pit being interviewed by Tracy Smth.

REVEAL :

St udyi ng Gage, M chael realizes that this race is going to
be much nore conpetitive than he originally anticipated.

Wal ki ng up next to him Doc spots Gage as well.

DOC ( CONT' D)
Vell hells bells, | forgot to nmention
that our favorite conpetitor was
returning this week... Better not
lock up. He will be gunning for
you. .

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Gage, seemingly in a great nood, is |laughing with Tracy and
shaki ng the hands of those around him Then, out of nowhere,
Tommy calls M chael, snapping himout the daze.

TOMWY (O S.)
M chael !

REVEAL :

Turning back towards the race car, the teamis waiting for
himto hop in.

TOMMY ( CONT' D)
You ready to go?

As a wave of confidence washes over M chael's face he smles
as he grabs his flanme retardant nmask



M CHAEL
You better believe it.

BACK TO HUCK

Headi ng towards the car, Mchael is just about to hop in
when he hears a fam liar voice behind him

ANGELO (O S.)
M chael .

As M chael turns around, Angelo is there conpletely
unexpect ed.

M CHAEL
(shocked)
Dad!

Meeting each other they share a father to son enbrace.
M chael caught off guard is slightly confused.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
What are you doi ng here? Wat about
Adri an?

ANGELO
| made a gane tinme decision. After
the nurse assured ne that they would
keep hi m conpany in nmy absence,
decided | needed to be here. She's
even going to turn on the race in

his room..
M CHAEL
Yeah?
ANGELO
Yeah... My other boy needed ny support
with the return of his rival. You're

on a hell of a run Mke, and | don't
t hi nk anybody saw it com ng, but
Gage is back now and he's going to
be gunning for you.

M CHAEL
"' mready...

Sharing a nonent, the two, in agreenent, enbrace once ag

ANGELO
Good | uck. ..

Grabbing his hood and pulling it over his head, M chael
on his helnet and hops into the car. After securing the
steering wheel he fires up the engine.
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EXT. CH CAGOLAND SPEEDWAY - LATER

As the pace car rounds turn nunber four and heads into the
pit, the pack com ng through turn three and four accel erates
as the green flag is waved over head.

Instantly spreading wider, D, currently in fifth place,
cuts to the outside.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Currently in seventh due to a less than stellar qualifying
round, M chael spots Di as she cuts outside.

Roundi ng turns one and two, she stays outside, yet on three
and four she briefly cuts in before cutting out again. Trying
this on the following |lap, the back end of Di's car starts

to slide out as she conmes out of turn four, careening into

the outer wall. The pack narrowy avoi ds her.

Headi ng past and into the next |ap, Mchael spots the yellow
flag being waved overhead as Doc pipes in.

DOC (V.Q)
Better watch those turns close. W
can't afford to | ose the back end
li ke Bertrand. ..

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - LATER
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Driving in the pack, M chael spots the black w dow rmaker of
Gage in his gaining in his mrror. Only one car separates
them and just as fast as that one car was there, Gage makes
a nove, passing and falling in behind Mchael in seventh.

M CHAEL (V.0)
Gage is gaining on ne Doc.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Wat ching the race with Tommy to his side, Doc responds into
t he headset.

DOC
You better watch that son of a bitch.
He's nmore unpredi ctable than a bag
full of squirrels. Just |ook for
t he breaks and what ever you do, do
not give himan inch!

BACK TO HUCK
M CHAEL'S P. O V.
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As doc finishes the sentence two of the lead cars collide as
one of them goes vertical.

M CHAEL (V. 0O.)
Oh shit!

Cutting just by the vertical car, Mchael and Gage slide by
as the car lands on two others, officially taking out four
cars.

M CHAEL (V.Q.) (CONT' D)
Whoa! You see that Doc? Alittle
too cl ose. ..

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Turning around, Doc | ooks back at Angel o as he wi pes the
sweat from his brow.

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

As everyone cones into the pits at once, the team hustles as
they jack the car, replace tires, and give Mchael a little
| ess fuel so he can beat the pack out. Dropping the car,

M chael peels out of the pit.

DOC
Go! Go! ol

During the mass exodus fromthe pits, two nore cars collide.
EXT. CH CAGOLAND SPEEDWAY - LATER

Accel erating through turns one and two, Mchael cuts to the
inside as Gage cuts outside with Ackland in the m ddl e going
three wide.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Wth Ackland right next to him M chael can see Gage on the
out si de.

DOC (V.0Q)
Al right Mke, we've got no margins
for error. You guys are three deep,
and Gage is going for it!

Coming out of turn two Mchael hits the gas going towards
turn three as both Ackland and Gage are right there with
hi m

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
| know Doc. We're running | ow on
fuel though!
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CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Stressing out in the pit Doc is rushing back and forth.

DCC
Alright, we're going to nmake it
through. | just need you to hold
on!!!
BACK TO HUCK

Three wi de, they come through turn four as the white flag is
waved indicating the final |ap.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Huggi ng the inside as tight as he can, Mchael is
matter of a nose as the Ackland and Gage struggle
pace.

M CHAEL (V.0)
| think I got it by the nose!

BACK TO HUCK

Rounding turns three and four, Gage tinmes the turn just right
as his car slingshots with speed, not giving up an inch,
whi | e Ackl and holds his own in the mddle.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T

As his nerves are junping a tensed up Doc, watches the fina
turn.

DOC
Cone on! Pay off! Pay off!!!

BACK TO HUCK
Rounding turn four the three are even.
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Just then, Mchael feels the |oss of power as his gas gauge
is bottom ng out.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
No, no, no!!

CUTAVWAY TO GRANDSTAND P. O. V.
Headi ng towards the finish line, Mchael's car begins to

fall back as Gage takes the race, followed by Ackland, and
M chael in third.
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EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Coming into the pit, Mchael stops the car and raises his
hands into the air frustrated.

Pulling the steering wheel off, Mchael hops out of the car
renmovi ng his hel net and hood, before grabbing an Airhart
raci ng hat and tal king with Doc.

M CHAEL
W totally had them going into that
final turn and | ran out of gas with
about fifty feet to go..

DOC
Yeah | saw it, and it was ny n stake.
"Il take the heat for this one...

ANGELO
You gave it a good shot son..

Just then Angel o's cell phone begins to vibrate, as he reaches
into his pocket and pulls it out. Putting one hand over his
ear opposite of the receiver he listens in to the call, while
M chael and Doc continue to discuss the race.

M CHAEL
Ya know | just feel bad for the team
on this one cause we worked so hard
all week. ..

Heari ng M chael, Tommy chines in.

TOMWY
Hey, don't forget we still made a
| ot of points and you lead quite a
few | aps.

M CHAEL

Yeah... you know you're right. W're
| ooki ng good going into Japan, and |
think if we're...

Suddenly Angelo cuts M chael off as he hollers his nane in a
sobering tone.

ANGELO
M chael . ..

Breaking his train of thought, M chael and Angel o share a
nonent | ooking into each others eyes as Angelo is speechl ess.
Just then it hits him that something's wong. Noticing

t heir expressions, both Tomry and Doc, realize what's
happened. Lowering his head, Doc covers his eyes.
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I NT. CHURCH. ADRI AN S WAKE - MORNI NG

Standing |like a book end at the end of the casket, Angelo is
dressed in black. Next to him Adrian, in a sonber position
with his hands placed by his stomach is dressed up for his
final appearance. Mchael, is noticeably absent.

Before him random nenbers of the |ocal conmunity are present,
i ncl udi ng NEI GHBORS, FRI ENDS, and ot her FAM LY MEMBERS

Angel o' S P. O V.

Wal king into the roomw th her MOTHER, Angel o spots Jeanie
dressed in dark overtones with tears in her eyes. Holding
her not her they approach the casket, as Angelo steps forward
wel com ng them

BACK TO HUCK

ANCGELO
Thanks for com ng...

JEANI E

(crying)
I'"mso sorry...

Sharing a hug, Angel o kisses her on the head as he attenpts
to consol e her.

ANCGELO
Its not your fault...

Then, looking into the casket at Adrian, both Jeanie and her
not her break down further upon touching Adrian's cold lifeless
hands. Turning away, they head back towards the row of pews
conpl etely di straught before sitting down.

ANGELO S P. O V.

Spotting the doors open again, Doc wal ks into the room al ong
with Tommy and the rest of the Airhart Racing Team Sharing
a glance, Doc |lowers his head as they approach.

St eppi ng forward they each take a view of Adrian, just shocked
by the moment. Turning towards Angel o, Doc says a few words.

DOC
He was one the best driver's |'ve
ever had the privilege of working
with.

ANGELO
| know Doc. ..
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DOC
How s M chael handling it?

Shaki ng his head back and forth as if he's about to burst
into tears, Angelo doesn't say a word.

Looki ng back at the casket once nore, Doc sighs then pats
Angel o on the shoul der before turning around and headi ng
back for a seat.

DOC S P. O V.

Sitting down, Doc, |ooking around the room realizes M chael
is not present.

REVEAL :

Lowering his head again, Doc claps his hand as he says a
prayer.

CUTAWAY TO ENTRYWAY DOORS

Wil e the doors open once nore, the entire circuit of drivers
begins to walk into the room D, Lance, Ackland, all of
them Even Gage is in attendance, wal ki ng through the door.

Headi ng to the casket, one by one, those in attendance | ook
on as the drivers nourn the passing of one of their brothers.

BACK TO HUCK

Reachi ng the casket, they each say a few words to Angel o as
wel | as shaking his hand and patting himon the back. Lance
even gives hima hug, before they each | ook at the body.

St oppi ng |l ast, Sol stands before Angelo feeling conpelled to
express his envotions.

SOL
(sonber)
In the heat of conpetition, |
sonetimes say and do things that |
don't nean, but...

ANCGELO
Sol. It's okay...

Breaki ng down, Sol begins to cry.

SOL
I|'"mso sorry...

Lowering his head, and wi ping his eyes, Sol's shield is down.
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Pl aci ng his hand on Sol's shoul der, Angel o consol es him as
he's not an angry man, and has never been one to carry a
grudge. Trying to always be strong and set a good exanple
for his boys, over the years he's |earned to keep his
conposure in the nost difficult of tines.

ANGELO
It's alright Solonobn. | forgive
you. .

Upon hearing those words, Sol |ooks up. Nodding and w pi ng
a tear fromhis eye, Sol wal ks back towards the pews.

EXT. MCHAEL'S GRAVE SITE - MORN NG

Standing in the open plains on a cloudy norning, Angelo,
Jeani e, her nother, friends, neighbors, famly nmenbers, Doc,
each of the race car drivers, and their entire race teans
surround as the PREACHER shakes the | ast of the holy water
over the cl osed casket.

The wind blows lightly as the branches of the large tree
behi nd the marker sway like rippling ocean waves.

CU - ADRI AN S GRAVE MARKER

MATCH DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. M CHAEL'S GRAVE SITE - EVEN NG
CU - ADRI AN S GRAVE MARKER

As the canera PANS QUT, Mchael is sitting on the freshly
shifted dirt, staring at the marker. Wth his arns w apped
around his knees, he's rocking back and forth periodically
burying his face into his arns.

REVEAL :

As M chael |ooks up, the hurt in his eyes is imense as he
can hardly bare to read Adrian's nane. Standing in the

di stance behind him Angel o stopped, decides to approach
hi m

BACK TO HUCK

Pl aci ng his hand on M chael's shoul der, Angelo attenpts to
consol e his son, know ng how upset M chael nust be to have
m ssed the funeral.

ANCGELO
If you're going to be nad at anybody,
you should be mad at me. He chose
this path because of ne...
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Frustrated, M chael shakes his head as he shrugs off Angelo's
hand. Standi ng up, M chael wal ks away.

REVEAL:
St andi ng there Angelo attenpts to call M chael back.

ANGELO ( CONT' D)
M chael . ..

Letting himgo, Angelo finally realizes that he needs to |et
M chael process Adrian's death in his own way.

Col I apsi ng down, he sits in alnbst the very sane position in
front of Adrian's grave marker as | M chael was earlier.

The | arge tree branches, swayed by a gust of turbulent w nd,
nove |ike the raw enotion currently between the Airhart
fam|ly.

EXT. TWN RING MOTEG - MORNI NG
SUPER: QUALI FYI NG TWN RI NG MOTEG, JAPAN

Wal ki ng out towards her car, DI watches as Prino Rossi
accel erates around the track for a conpetitive qualifying
tinme.

D'S P.OVW.

Looki ng around the pit she finally spots the Airhart Racing
Teampit area, along with Mchael's race car. The team
appears to be ready for a trial run, yet Mchael is nowhere
to be found.

REVEAL:

Wth an anbi guous expression across her face she nmakes a

brief frown before putting on her hood and hel met, and turning
away towards her race car.

EXT. TWN RING MOTEG - AFTERNOON

AERI AL SHOT: TW N RI NG MOTEG

SUPER. TW N RI NG MOTEGQ

As the crowd cheers loudly for their favorite drivers, there's
not a seat open in the house. The only other sound in the

air is of engines roaring as the drivers and teans ready for
the race.

CUTAVAY TO PIT AREA
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Lined up in the pit are multiple convertibles set with the
task of driving two drivers each around the track for an
introduction to the crowd.
DI 'S CONVERTI BLE
In Di's convertible, she and Lance have been paired together.
REVEAL:

Making small talk while waving to the ruckus crowd, D lets
out what's on her m nd.

DI
Did you see Mchael at all today?
LANCE
Nah... Wy, did you?
DI
No. | haven't seen himat all and
that's not like him.. | nmean | saw

his team yesterday getting ready for
qual i fying, but | never actually saw
himin the car. | haven't seen him
si nce Chi cago.

LANCE
Ah -- I'msure he's around here
sonewhere. He'll turn up

Attenpting to smle, D continues to wave to the crowd.
| NT. Al RHART HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
cJ- TV

FI i ppi ng through the channels, the picture finally settles
on an aerial shot of the Twin Ring Mdtegi in Japan. The
sane two commentators, Chip and Terry are commenting on the
upcom ng race.

CHP (V.O)
And noticeably mssing fromthe race
today is Mchael Airhart and the
Ai rhart Racing Team Having just
| ost his brother to an accident
earlier this year in St. Petersburg,
he nmust be going through a |ot.

TERRY
Yeah it's a sad story Chip.
( MORE)
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TERRY ( CONT' D)
You know there were so many goal s
and aspirations set forth for Adrian
this year, and it was tragically cut
short. | can only inmagi ne what
M chael is going through...

As the tv turns off, the OFFSCREEN SOUND of a pair of keys
is heard anmong the rustling. Inmrediately following is the
sound of the door opening, followed by its slanm ng.

As the 1969 Chevy Comaro in the garage ROARS to life, the
race photos that cover the wall begin to rattle, calmng
only with the OFFSCREEN SOUND of SCREECHI NG Tl RES t hat
steadily fade into the distance.

EXT. AN OPEN M DWEST ROAD - CONTI NUQUS

Cutting through the silent night breeze, the 1969 Chevy Comaro
roars with excessive speed.

REVEAL :

Behi nd the wheel, Mchael is gripping the wheel with both
hands as tears run down his face.

Down, shifting, the RPMs junp as M chael slans the gas,
accelerating into the night.

I NT. Al RHART HOUSE ENTRY WAY - AFTERNOON

The OFFSCREEN SOUND of the doorbell as heard, as M chae
letting ring too many tines to just be sonebody passing by,
he finally answers the door.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Standi ng before himD is |eaning against the wall, upset
with her arms crossed.

REVEAL:

Standing there looking as if he had been hit by a dunp truck,
M chael , unshaven, depressed, and wearing only jeans and
white t-shirt, [ooks into her eyes.

BACK TO HUCK

Sharing a nonment, Di leans in to hug Mchael, who instantly
breaks down into her arns.
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EXT. A DESERTED M DWEST ROAD - EVEN NG
Wth the Camaro parked off the side of a |oan deserted m dwest
road, M chael and Di lay on top of the hood with their backs
agai nst the windshield as they stare into the sky.

Feeling the need to conmmunicate effectively and say what's
on her mnd, D calls Mchael out.

DI
You know we m ssed you in Japan.

Silence from M chael as he doesn't say a word. As she begins
to say nore, D starts to cry.

DI (CONT' D)
And it wasn't just nme... Your team
needed you out there... You know

that they were never inforned that
you never left for Japan? They even
set up the car for qualifying..

As her sadness begins to turn to anger, it's being fueled
even nore by Mchael's silence.

DI ( CONT' D)
And what about the funeral ?!'? Your
dad was all alone!!! Do you know
how hard that was -- for all of us?!?

Stunmbling to respond, M chael doesn't know quite what to
say.

M CHAEL
Il -- I"'msorry..

DI
You shoul d have seen the | ook on his
face... He needed you out there!!!

W all needed youl!
Respondi ng nervously M chael speaks.

M CHAEL
| was -- too upset -- with nyself..

DI
What ?!'? That's not good enough!

Cutting in Mchael blurts out what's eating away at his
nerves.

M CHAEL
He died alone Di!l!!



88.

Taken aback, the words sting Di just as hard as they do
M chael , hearing them out of his own nouth.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
In a hospital bed -- wth nobody!!!
None of us were there! | wasn't
there, ny father wasn't there, and
Jeanie had left hima few weeks
earlier...

Trying to conpose hinself M chael w pes his eyes.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
It's ny fault he was al one! |
abandoned himto race -- and ny dad --
only left his side to see ne race
t hat night in Chicago!

DI
Wel | what about the season??? Are
you at |l east going to finish the
circuit???

Taken back by her statenent, Mchael throws it back at her.

M CHAEL
What? No! We lost himto racing --
and in that | |ost nmyself...

Leaning up, D is pissed off now

DI
Al'l those people -- the team-- your
fans -- the other drivers... You

know you have a chance to do sonet hi ng
that's never been done...

Heari ng her words, deep down M chael knows she's right, but
like driving through fog, he can't find his way out from
where he is.

DI (CONT' D)
| knew you were conpetitive, but I
never woul d have pegged you for a
cowar d.

Heari ng her scathing words they cut through himlike a knife.
Then, getting up, D begins to wal k away catchi ng M chael
conpletely off guard. Sitting up he calls after her

M CHAEL
Di!

Rai sing her hand in the air is if she's heard enough, she
shakes her head and |leaves, willing to find her own way hone.
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| NT. Al RHART HOUSE ENTRY WAY - MORNI NG
SUPER: The foll owi ng norning...
OFFSCREEN SOUNDS of the door bell are heard once, tw ce, and
athird tine, before Mchael, dressed in his pajanas, answers
t he door. Looking through the peephol e, he opens the door.
M CHAEL'S P. O V.
Standing there in his doorway is Sol onon Gage.

EXT. HOVESTEAD-M AM SPEEDVWAY - MORNI NG

Wiile the grass is still wet with dew, the | oom ng race track
is conpletely dry.

SUPER: HOVESTEAD- M AM SPEEDWAY, QUALI FYI NG

CUTAWAY TO PIT ROW

Pulling her car into the pit, D hops out, |ooking first at
her posted tine, then talking with a teammate for a brief
nmonent. Stopping suddenly, sonething catches her eye.

D'S P.O V.

Further down the track, the Airhart Racing teamis gearing
up.

REVEAL :

Looki ng for a nonment longer, Di turns her back as she heads
back to her bus.

EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

As the team gears, prepping the car as well as the pit, Doc
st ops.

DOC S P. O V.

Spotting the faint figure of a silhouette with the sun in
t he di stance, he appears to be headi ng his way.

REVEAL :

Al so stopping and spotting the same figure Tonmy nudges one
of the other guys as they | ook on.

DOC S P. O V.

Fromthe pit, Mchael is visible now as he's wal ki ng up,
full suit, carrying his hel net.
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BACK TO HUCK
Approachi ng the team everyone stops.

M CHAEL
Hey guys. ..

Doc, though clearly excited, tries to play it off.
DOC
Vell -- look who it is... Were ya
been?

Hurmbl ed, M chael responds.

M CHAEL
| was in a dark place, that | don't
ever want to go back to. It took a

good kick in the ass along with a
surprise visit to ny house from Gage.

FLASHBACK - | NT. ADRI AN S COVARO - NI GHT

Sitting inside the Comaro with the garage door closed, Sol
isinthe driver's seat while Mchael is in the passenger
seat. Both doors are open, while Sol checks the mrror,
bef ore gripping the wheel one last time and | ooki ng over at
M chael .

SOL
You race for famly while | race for
fame... In the end there is no bl ack

w t hout white.

Ext endi ng his hand, Sol and M chael shake hands in a nutua
under st andi ng of each other's role in the circuit.

END OF FLASHBACK
EXT. Al RHART RACING PI T AREA - DAY

M CHAEL
That really let me know how sel fish
I was -- and for that I want to
apol ogi ze -- to all of you. | let
you down once -- but I won't let you
down agai n.

Qui et, everyone just |ooks on, unsure of what to say next.
Breaki ng the silence Doc chines in.

DOC
You nean to tell me I"mnot driving
t oday???
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Smling, Mchael shrugs...

DOC ( CONT' D)
VWell lets see what you got.

Just then Tomry chimes in as the rest of the guys get ready.

TOMWY
Good to have you back M ke.

REVEAL :

Noddi ng, M chael stops for a nonent, |ooking out over the
race track in observation

EXT. M CHAEL'S RACE CAR - LATER

Flying around the |l arge oval track, Mchael is attenpting to
post one of the best times of the day.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Roundi ng turn one and going into turn two, M chael hugs the
i nside before breaking out into the straight away.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Standing in the pit, Doc has his hand on his face, as he
knows they need a solid qualifying position.

DOC
Now we need a solid qualifier if
we're going to nake a run for the
title.
| NTERCUT: M CHAEL AND DOC

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
The car feels good Doc.

DOC S P. O V.

Wat ching M chael round turn four Doc follow s himas he excels
t hrough the finish line.

EXT. HOVESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY - AFTERNOON
AERI AL SHOT: HOVESTEAD-M AM  SPEEDWAY
SUPER: HOMESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY, FI NAL RACE

The Grandstand is packed as race fans are anxiously
anticipating the final race of the year
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Al'l of the cars are in there respective pits, teanms scurrying
like ants to tend to their every need, for the ultinmate peek
performance in the nost inportant race of the year.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

As the teamtends to the race car, Mchael is with Tonmy

| ooking at the conputer specs, as the rest of the team paces
with ideas and anticipation. Frombehind Mchael hear's his
name cal | ed.

TRACY
M chael ... M chael ..

Turning around, Tracy fromthe TV is their with her caneraman.
Acknow edgi ng them M chael wal ks over to answer her
guesti ons.

M CHAEL
Hey. ..

Taki ng the queue, Tracy begins the interview

TRACY
W're here live with Mchael Airhart
of Airhart Racing. Mchael, you
were noticeably absent fromthe | ast
race, the Twn Ring Motegi. Were
were you and what nmade you cone back
for Honestead?

Noddi ng, M chael responds with the truth.

M CHAEL
The | oss of Adrian was very hard.
["mstill not over it, but I
eventually realized that I was letting
a |lot of people down -- sone of which
physically et me know in their own
uni que ways. | also knew that |

couldn't let our team down, especially
after all of the support that they've
given me this whole year..

Noddi ng Tracy responds with a followup while holding up a
st andi ngs chart.

TRACY
I"mnot sure if you' re aware, but
even after mssing the Twin Ring
Mot egi, coming into today's race
you're third in the points standi ngs
behi nd Ebenezer Ackl and and Sol onon
Gage... Wat's your strategy going
to be today?
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Looki ng down at the chart, a surprised Mchael, he was
conpl etely unawar e.

M CHAEL
W really are that close aren't we?
Vell | think you know nmy answer Tracy.
I"mgoing for the wwn. Wth alittle
luck and a few breaks... Its going
to be a great race.

St eppi ng asi de, Tracy | ooks back towards the camera.
TRACY
And there you have it. He's back to
st ay.
In the background the announcer exclainms M chael's nane.

ANNOUNCER
M chael -- Airhart!!!

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

CHEERI NG LOUDLY, the fans are in a standing ovation for
M chael 's return.

REVEAL:
Taken aback, M chael sniles and waves to the crowd.
EXT. HOVESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY STARTI NG GRI D - CONTI NUOUS

Wal king out to the starting grid, a popular FEMALE SINGER i s
wel comed by the announcer to sing the National Anthem

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T

As she begins to sing, Mchael and the rest of the team
renove their hats, placing themover their hearts.

REVEAL:

Closing his eyes and breathing deeply M chael takes in the
nmonent, and brings hinmself to state of clarity as the breeze
flows through his hair.

Opening his eyes, he | ooks to one side for Di

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting Di, she notices his glare. Turning her head

strai ght, she | ooks over the track attenpting to ignore him
t hough she can quite obviously still feel his gaze.

REVEAL :



94.
Looki ng back straight, Mchael now turns to his right.
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting Gage, M chael watches himw th poise. Acknow edging
the stare, Gage | ooks back at M chael, as both conpetitors
know its going to be a battle.

Fi ni shing the National Anthem three F-18 fighter jets roar
directly over the track, as the OFFSCREEN SOUNDS of the crowd
cheering wildly are heard. Gage nods his head as if to say
gane on.

REVEAL :

Acknow edgi ng the nod with a slight grin, Mchael, ready to
race, grabs his helnet as a fam liar voice behind him calls
hi s nane.

ANGELO
Hey M ke. ..

Turning around, M chael spots his father.

M CHAEL
Dad!

Sharing a quick enbrace, Angel o wi shes himwel|l.

ANGELO
Good luck out there today. You're a
hell of a driver and a great son.
Adrian woul d be so proud of you...

Taking in the kind words, M chael sniles.

M CHAEL
Thanks dad... See you after the race.
This one's for you...

Pulling his hood on, Mchael follows up with the hel met before
hopping into the car.

EXT. HOVESTEAD- M AM SPEEDWAY STARTING GRID - LATER
Positioned in the staring grid due to their qualifying tines,
M chael is beginning the race in seventh place, while Gage
is in sixth.

CUTAVAY TO WALL I N FRONT OF THE GRANDSTAND

Standing on the wall a LOCAL CELEBRITY from M am speaks in
Spani sh first, then in English:
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LOCAL CELEBRI TY
Gentlemen -- Start your engines!!!

BACK TO HUCK
As the cars cone alive the engines begin to roar all around.
CUTAVWAY TO AIRHART PIT

Looki ng back Tommy and shaking his arnms a little bit, Doc
conments on the start-up

DOC
Still gives me goose bunps!

Sm ling Tomry | ooks out towards the track.
EXT. HOVESTEAD- M AM SPEEDWAY - LATER

Zi g-zagging to and fro, every driver in the pack is warn ng
their tires behind the Aston Martin Pace Car.

CUTAWAY TO STARTI NG LI NE

Crossing under the tower, the flag bearer holds the white
flag strai ght out, meaning one nore |ap.

GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

Fol | owi ng, the cars behind the pace car round turns one and
two, while the pace car accel erates through straight away.

Going into turns three and four, it pulls away towards the
pits as the pack accel erates.

STARTI NG LI NE

Waving the green flag violently over head the race has begun
as the pack instantly spreads, becoming three wide in nultiple
areas going into turn one and two. Just as this happens,

two cars collide on the inside, spinning out one and sending
the other towards the wall.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting the ensuing crash, M chael having no time to react,
cuts hard to the inside right behind Gage barely nmissing the
crash, yet cutting so far into the inside that they slide
wildly through the infield.

Fol | owi ng Gage back onto the track in a jiff, both he and
M chael managed to avoid the weck. Dropping two places
each t hough, Gage and M chael are now ninth and tenth.

M CHAEL (V.Q)
You see that Doc?!?



96.
CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

DCC
Yeah | did. W lost two places but
we're still in the race. No nmtter

what, you cannot | ose Gage...
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng Gage |i ke a shadow, M chael stal ks behind him as
they follow the pace car through the yellow fl ag.

EXT. HOMVESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY - LATER

Roundi ng turn one going through turn two, Mchael is right
behind Gage as they're still ninth and tenth in the running
or der.

@unning it through the straight away, Gage's car is fading
fromside to side as if he's going to go for a nove. Just
then, two nore cars collide on turn three, drifting into a
third, as all three of themsuffer irreversible damage.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng Gage again, both he and M chael cut inside, gaining
three places, as they narrowmy avoid the racing nmayhemto
their right.

CUTAWAY TO CH P AND TERRY IN THE BOOTH

In the booth upstairs, Chip and Terry comrent with great
surprise at the second crash of the day.

CH P
And oh! Paulo Pinto collides with
Al eron Rai neau, sending Raineau into
Lance Deschanps!!

Shaki ng his head, Terry can't believe it.

TERRY
The final race of the year, and
another three go down, its just too
bad Chi p. .

Respondi ng Chip brings up an inportant fact.

CH P
Yes indeed, but all eyes remain on
our | eader, Ebenezer Ackland, as
wel | as Sol onon Gage and M chael
Ai rhart, who both managed to dodge
the pileup. Al three points |eaders
are still alivel
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EXT. Al RHART RACING PIT AREA - LATER

Peeling into the Airhart Racing pit, Mchael cones to a sudden
stop as the team hustles to throw on new tires and add fuel.

Poundi ng his hand on the hood of the car, M chael never even
notions for water. Meanwhile on the outside, Doc is sw nging
his armin a windm || fashion, encouraging the teamto hurry
as he gall ops back and forth.

Poised in front of the car, Tomry, leaning on it with his

| eft hand, gives Mchael the signal, the nonment the fuel
hose is pulled fromthe car, Mchael accelerates out of the
pits. Followng his car, other cars in the sane scenario
exit at random state of madness.

DOC S P. O V.

Raci ng out of the pit, Mchael is once again, right behind
Gage.

EXT. HOVESTEAD- M AM SPEEDWAY - LATER

GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

Fol | owi ng the pack as they cross the line signaling the
begi nni ng of another lap, Ackland is |eading the race,

followed by Di in second place and Pascual Alvarez in third.
Gage and M chael round out the top five.

CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PI'T
DOC S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng the | eaders, Doc watches as they conme out of the
turn four heading into the straight away. M chael is right
with Gage as they're running even.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Looking to his left, Gage is barely edging himout as the
two are al nost even

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
Doc, I"'mrunning even with him On
the next lap or so | mght have hin

I NTERCUT: DOC AND M CHAEL

DOC
| don't know kid... You better watch
out that you're not buying into snake
oil! He may be setting you up..

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
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Looking to his left at Gage, M chael spots Ackland in front
of him Completely losing his traction around turn one,
Ackl and cuts violently towards the wall. Inpacting with
force, Ebenezer then cuts sharply back into the track,
spinning DI out conpletely.

Navi gati ng through once nore |ike an electrical charge,
M chael goes outside, follow ng Al varez.

CUTAWAY TO CH P AND TERRY IN THE BOTH

Junping in their seats, both Chip and Terry are in conplete
shock.

CH P
Ch nmy!'!'!l Just like that Ebenezer
Ackl and is out the race, taking D ana
Bertrand with him!!

Shaki ng his head, Terry knows that crash may have cost him
the points title.

TERRY
He nust have hit some marbles...
Going into turn one, to weck Iike
that at this point in the race. And
for her at |east she only spun out,
but the position lost is going to be
tough to make up at this point.

CH P
Ww. .. you really have to feel for
Ackl and, as that not only cost him
the race, but maybe even the points
chanpi onshi p. .

TERRY
"1l tell you, if I'm Sol onon Gage
or Mchael Airhart, this race just
got a lot nore interesting...

Ginning at Terry's statement Chip conpletely agrees.

CH P
You can say that again.

EXT. HOMESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY - LATER

Rounding turn three Mchael is right behind Al varez.

M CHAEL' S P. O V.

Huggi ng the inside, Mchael is alnost to the point of drafting

Al varez, but even nore inportant, he still has eyes on Gage,
who's following himlike a shadow in his rearview mrrors.
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M CHAEL (V.0Q)
He's right behind me Doc! What do
you want ne to do?!?

CUTAVWAY TO AIRHART PIT
As the team watches in anticipation, Doc is running from

side to side, spinning like a ballet dancer. Sw nging his
clipboard, he pulls the m crophone to his nouth.

DOC
You gotta hold the reigns on that
stallion!'!!  \Wen Alvarez pits, you

pit! Watever you do, do not give
up that place to Gage!!

DOC S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng Al varez, M chael and Gage are both in pursuit as

the top three come out of turn four. Al three drivers are
running very fast. Even still, Mchael, having the fastest
car has been gaining on Al varez.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Roundi ng turns one and two, M chael accel erates through the
straight away going into three and four. Wtching Al varez
i ke and eagle, Mchael spots himmake a sudden cut to the
inside pits.

M CHAEL (V.0)
He's going for it!!!

Grandstand P. O V.

As Alvarez guns it into the pits, Mchael follows while Gage
playing follow the | eader, also comes in.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Seeing Gage in his mrrors behind him M chael knows the
team has to hustle, as he nakes his way into the Airhart

pit.
Al RHART PI'T

Throwi ng on a fresh set of blacks, the teamis working as
fast as they can to give Mchael an edge over Alvarez.
Flipping up his visor, Mchael is yelling for the teamto
hurry.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Go! Go! Go!!l
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Just then, Tommy gives M chael the signal as he hustles out
of the pit alnost colliding with Gage!!!

REVEAL :

Spotting the near collision the entire team including Doc,
junps at the suspense, then shakes their heads collectively
inrelief as Alvarez races by.

EXT. HOMVESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY - LATER
M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Fol | owi ng Gage |i ke his shadow, M chael's conpetitive nature
is peaking, as the two play a cat and nouse gane. Each tine
M chael cuts outside, Gage cuts outside. Wen Mchael cuts
i nsi de, Gage cuts inside.

CUTAWAY TO CH P AND TERRY IN THE BOOTH

Standing with eager anticipation Iike a children on Christnas
norni ng, both Chip and Terry are |eaning on the gl ass.

CH P
And with that, on the final race of
the year, its com ng down to a cat
and nmouse gane, between one of
raci ng's nost dangerous drivers al ong
with one of its nost tal ented new
drivers. I'Il tell you Terry, the
odds nakers in Vegas have got to be
sweating bullets on this one!!

TERRY
Hell, I'"mnot even racing and |'m
sweating!!!
BACK TO HUCK

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Spotting the rear of Gage's w dow maker, M chael suddenly
hears a faint whisper of Adrian's words fromthe past.

ADRIAN (O S.)
(whi speri ng)
Smoke em M ke!  Snpoke em .

G i pping the wheel with a sudden burst, M chael know he has
to make a nove.

M CHAEL (V.0Q)
I"mgonna bait himdoc!!! Let's
t ake him back to Indianapolis!!!
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CUTAWAY TO AIRHART PIT

W ping his brow, Doc doesn't know what to think as he | ooks
on hel pl essly.

DOC
(pani cked)
I ndy??? Wat ??? Oh shit!!!

BACK TO HUCK

Gai ning on Gage, Mchael is a few inches off of his rear
bunper.

GAGE'S P.O V.

Spotting Mchael in his mrrors Gage is trying to anticipate
where M chael's going. He knows full well that M chael has
the fastest car, so whichever side, Gage needs to conpletely
bl ock him

CUTAWAY TO TOWER

As the flag bearer waves the flag signaling the final |ap,
the entire grandstand crowd rises to its feet.

GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

Following the two drivers, they cross the Iine battling each
other into turn one and two.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Coming out of turn two, Mchael lets up briefly before
conpletely flooring it.

GAGE'S P.O V.

Fromhis rearview mrrors going into turns three and four
Gage suddenly spots M chael cut outside, then hard to the

i nside, as Gage goes for the close, he conpletely takes the
bai t .

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Not goi ng inside though, Mchael accelerates to the outside
again, as Gage conpletely unaware, |eft the door w de open
for him

CUTAVWAY TO AIRHART PIT

St andi ng there watching with their nerves on end, Doc and

the rest of the teamcan't have even blinked in the | ast
m nut e.
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REVEAL:
Wth nervous anticipation Angelo knows this may be it.
CUTAWAY TO CHI P AND TERRY I N THE BOTH
CH P

And on the final straight away Airhart

makes a nove as he fakes Gage to the

i nsi de!!'!
BACK TO HUCK
GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

Exiting turn four, Mchael steadily gaining on Sol is al nost
conpletely even with him

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Only able to see Gage in his peripheral vision, Mchael goes
for everything the car has!

CUTAWAY TO FI NI SH LI NE

SFX: Pausing in real time as if a polaroid photo were being
snapped, M chael manages to pass Sol by a nose.

EXT. AIRHART PIT - CONTI NUOUS

Junping for joy, both Doc and Angelo leap into the air with
excitement and disbelief, as the entire team explodes |ike a
fireworks display!

| NT. HOVESTEAD- M AM SPEEDWAY UPSTAI RS BOOTH - CONTI NUOUS

Junping out of their chairs, both Chip and Terry can't believe
is a Terry knocks his hat off in joy.

CH P
And Airhart takes the race!!! Airhart
takes the race!!! Onh ny!!! Against

all odds Airhart takes Honestead!!!
EXT. HOVESTEAD-M AM SPEEDWAY - CONTI NUOUS
REVEAL:

Taken aback M chael, in conplete shock, is punping his fist
into the air.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.

Congratulating him Gage as well as the rest of the renaining
drivers congratulate himw th various hand gestures, with
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t he exception of Di, who pulls next to him but does not
not i on.

GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

Conti nuing through his victory lap, Mchael, bringing the
car across the finish line once nore, takes it through
multiple donuts in the infield as the crowd cheers wildly.
Hi gh-fives are had all around in cel ebration.

Smoke and dirt is kicked up all around as a synbolic rel ease
on par with the struggles of the entire year.

EXT. Al RHART RACI NG PIT AREA - CONTI NUQUS

Pulling the car into the pit, Mchael hops out, throwing his
hel mret off as the entire teamis junping for joy. Shaking
Doc, he and M chael share a hug. Then, finding his father,
M chael and he share a hug, where neither one will let go,
as tears begin to stream down.

ANGELO
You did it! You actually did it!
Adrian woul d be so proud of you!

Ki ssing M chael on the cheek, Angelo lets go as M chael knows
there's one nore person he needs to see. Running towards
Di's pit area, he spots her putting away her hel net,

conpl etely unaware that he's running towards her

CUTAWAY TO DI'S PIT AREA
St oppi ng just short M chael calls her nane.

M CHAEL
Di!

Caught off guard, she turns around to find M chael as well
as many others behind him Looking into his eyes, she knows
how nuch this nmeant to him

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
| couldn't have done it wi thout you..

As M chael's eyes becone even nore tear soaked and bl oodshot,
he and Di finally give in to instinct as they lock lips in a
passi onat e enbr ace.

GRANDSTAND P. O. V.

From the grandstand, the crowd cheers wildly as M chael and
Di share an enotional kiss.

M CHAEL'S P. O V.
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Stopping to take in the noment M chael | ooks one hundred and
ei ghty degrees taking in the nonent.

REVEAL :

Briefly lowering his head for only a nmonent, his fist suddenly
fires to the sky, clenched, as if to say, we did it.

END CREDI TS:

FADE TO BLACK
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