FIl akes On a Pl ane
By
B. D. MaclLeod

Copyright(c) 2011 B.D. MaclLeod
bdmacl eodi an@ahoo. ca



I NT. Al RBUS, ECONOW CABI N - DAY

There is applause and jubilation as the passengers cel ebrate
they' re alive.

A young FEMALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT | ooks out a w ndow.
HER POV, a river bed and the shore at a distance.

FEMALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT
(watery eyed)
Oh CGod thank you.

A FI RST MAN, young, tall, and robust, wearing khakis and a
buzzcut, in the front row next to the econo class exit row,
st ands.

FI RST MAN
Al right people, let’s organize
this! Wonen and children first!

A SECOND MAN, young, thin, not quite as tall as the first
man sitting across the aisle fromhim grimces. He ignores
the first man’s instruction and proceeds to the nearest
exit.

FI RST MAN ( CONT’ D)
Hey, hey, wait there for a second
bud. Let the wonen and children go
first.

SECOND MAN
Who are you to give orders?

FI RST MAN
|’mne, that’'s who.

SECOND VAN
Well coincidentally I'’mme too, and
|’msinply going to the nearest
exit which is in fact the best and
nmost orderly way of doing this.

FI RST MAN
This doesn’'t have to be difficult
bud-

SECOND MAN

Difficult? No, it doesn’t. And
that’ s what digging out the wonen
and children and having them craw
and trip over everyone to get here
woul d surely be.



FI RST MAN
Not if you step aside and get out
of the way.

The first man puts his arm before the second man to push him
out of the way as a MOTHER with her children walk by to the
exit. The fermale flight attendant is struggling with the
door.

MOTHER
| s the door opening?

FEMALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT
No, | think it’s jammed or
sonet hi ng.

FLOOR ANGLE VI EW of the aisle fromunder the seats shows
passengers’ feet splashing through water that seeps into the
pl ane froma rupture in the fusel age.

SECOND MAN
No no, wait a minute. You hold ne,
yoursel f, and every other man here
as sonmehow a | esser val ued bei ng,
|l ess worthy to live, sinply by
default of being nale?

FI RST MAN
| f you woul d actual ly think about
it bud the kids can’'t go al one. The
nmother’s need to go along with them
- step aside.

SECOND VAN
Way do they? There are fathers that
can acconpany their children too.
There are lots of fathers that nmake
better parents than nothers.

FI RST MAN
(gl ares)
St ep asi de.
SECOND VAN

What ? I's your program on repeat?

A MALE PASSENGER, around the sane age as the nen, listens in
nearby, turns to the second nan.

MALE PASSENGER
| bet you think lots of fathers
make better breastfeeders than
mot hers t oo.



He and the first man | augh.

SECOND MAN
Wl |l what does that have to do with
anyt hing? Yeah |I don’t have two x
chronosonmes and so cannot generate
manmmary gl ands in order to breast
feed. Sonehow I don’t think that
makes me any less fit as a parent,
or human bei ng, overall

MALE PASSENGER
Yeah but maybe biology’'s what it’s
all about. It takes much fewer
mal es to reproduce nunber of wonen
because of Iimted egg count and
unlimted spermcount. So maybe
that’s why it’s nore inmportant to
save wonen.

FI RST MAN
| didn't think of that. That's
true, good point.

SECOND VAN
No it isnt! What are we trying to
repopul ate the planet? Did we crash
in ariver bed or on Mars? No,
that’ s bullshit.

FI RST MAN
Dude, dude, get outta here. Just go
with the wonen and chil dren because
obvi ously you' re not a man anyway.

SECOND MAN
(rolls eyes)
Yeah gee, | nust not be a man

because | value and respect the
lives of nyself and other nen.

A young FEMALE PASSENGER |istens in on the conversation. She
grabs a cigarette from her purse.

FEMALE PASSENGER

Yeah, | get your point

(points cigarette at the

second nman)
because grouping wonen in with
children al so deval ues the lives of
wonen as adults. W're all just
adults, and as equal adults | guess
froma noral standpoint we have no

( MORE)



FEMALE PASSENGER (cont’ d)
nore a right to go ahead of you
t han you do ahead of us.

SECOND MAN
Thank you!

He offers his hand to her to shake.

FEMALE PASSENGER
And by the way, sperm count is not
as unlimted as you may think.

He wi t hdraws hi s hand.

FEMALE PASSENGER
Got any mat ches?

A MALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT sees the woman with the cigarette in
her nout h.

MALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT
|’msorry mss --

FEMALE PASSENGER
|’mnot a mss. I'"'ma hit.

MALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT
But you can’'t snoke in here.

FEMALE PASSENGER
Pl ease? | just thought since we’ve
| anded under such extraordi nary
circunstances and all ..

MALE FLI GHAT ATTENDANT
|’msorry ma’ am - -

FEMALE PASSENGER
Ew...l guess | ama m ss.

MALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT
But you nust observe the No Snoking
sign while on the plane.

She rolls her eyes and plucks the cigarette from her nouth.

SECOND MAN
Why | et an abl e bodi ed adult nodern
woman go before me, right? It isn't
1911 anynore.



FEMALE PASSENCER
1912.

SECOND MAN
VWhat ?

FEMALE PASSENGER
If you're referencing the year of
the Titanic, it was 1912.

SECOND MAN
| stand corrected.

FEMALE PASSENGER
| stand sinking -
(shouts)
|s the rescue crew here yet!?

SECOND VAN
Even the captain of this plane is a
wonman!

The flight attendant grabs the phone.
CUT TO

I NT. FLI GHT DECK - DAY

The CAPTAIN, 30s, is talking on the headset. The FI RST
OFFI CER, 20s, is checking over the instrunents.

CAPTAI N
What ?. .. Pl ease say you're
joking...You don’'t open the hatch
anyway on a plane floating in a
river while people are stil
waiting to be rescued!... I know,
we're all not use to this. Just
pl ease don’t touch the door again.
The rescue crew shoul d be here any
m nute, just please don’t touch the
door again until they arrive.
Thanks.

(di sconnects from headset)
Well! In trying to open the econony
cl ass hatch, the stewardess
di scovered it’s jammed.

FI RST OFFI CER
She tried to open the door?



The captain | ooks at the grinning first officer,

CAPTAI N
(sighs)
Unbel i evabl e.

FI RST OFFI CER
(hal f smling)
Well, it’s probably just the
excitement of the thing gets people
alittle too anxious | guess.

CAPTAI N
That’ s no excuse in ny book.

FI RST OFFI CER
You nean your flight |og?

eyes and smrks at the facetious joke.

ECONOWY CABI N

First man

FI RST MAN
(stern)
| told you to back off.

SECOND VAN

|’mtelling you because | think you
need to hear it. It's an archaic
practice fromthe tinme guys wore
twel ve inch lancelots on their
belts throwing theminto each
other’s faces and kept alive today
by pussy pat hol ogi cal bonobozos.

rolls her

CUr 10

fl exes his jaw muscles and gives hima cold glare.

FEMALE PASSENGER
What does it matter? The plane is
safely | anded and we’re all going
to get off safely so why don’t you
just stop arguing. Wen the rescue
teamgets here we'll all just file
of f when our rows conme, ok?

FI RST MAN
You don't tell me what | need to
hear. 1’ ve seen and been through

t hi ngs that woul d make you shiver
and shit yourself boyo.



SECOND MAN
Gee how d you know ny nane. By the
way, thanks for referring to ne, a
grown man, in the dimnutive.

FI RST MAN
G own man? You're a crying baby.

SECOND MAN

So you’ ve seen things that would
make nme, how did you put it? Shiver
and shit? So if you really do have
all this experience you d hope you
cone up with sone better w sdom
than your |ife and mne is not as
val uabl e as hers

(points to fenal e passenger)
based on sex al one?

FI RST MAN
Yeah because | can base sonething
on sex, which is something |’ msure
you can’t.

MALE PASSENGER
Ch snap!

SECOND VAN
Pff. And is looking |ike you wth
t hat goofy-ass 1940s mlitary
poster boy haircut what you got to
do to grovel for femal e approval ?

The first man gi ves another one of those glassy, cold as
Plutonian ice | ooks that stands in to say all he wants.

SECOND MAN ( CONT’ D)
et you’'re one of those
ry freaks that sniffs his
hair in public to see if it’'s
right and then screans at
the kiddie wheel line if it
then you take himhone | ater
ck himin the basenent.

n
>
o~ S A AN Ney

The first man in a no bullshit manner stands inposingly
before the second man.

FI RST MAN
Are you tal ki ng about mny ki ds?

The first man stares coldly at the second man.



The second nman stares fixedly on the first man. He rolls his
eyes and turns away.

SECOND VAN
There | blinked dude. You won the
little pointless nacho posturing
staring contest, you happy?

FI RST MAN
(stares unblinkingly)
Yeah, |’ mvery happy. But |’ m not
posturing, boy.

The cabin phone RINGS. The fermale flight attendant enters
vi ew and answers.

The cabin continues to fill with water.

FEMALE FLI GAT ATTENDANT

(on phone)
Ch. .. oh good...oh thank you so
nmuch, bye.
(presses another button on the
phone)

Attention passengers, the rescue
teans have arrived. The door w |l
be prized open shortly. On behalf
of the crew, 1'd like to thank you
for all your patience and for
keeping a cal morder. And thank you
for fly -- oop!

She hangs up the phone in haste.

FEMALE FLI GHT ATTENDANT( CONT’ D)
(low to herself)
Vel that was kind of stupid.

SECOND VAN
Well look at that sir. W get to
live, all of us. Nowl’'mgoing to
calmy line up here and just for
the future don’'t think so little of
yoursel f and your fellow nen.
Excuse ne.

The second man goes to nove but is held back by the first
man, his thick arms like a cross bar on a roll er coaster.

FI RST MAN
Al right, wonmen and children first
-- Wait a mnute, wonmen and
children first!



The second man struggles to get free.

He manages to get around the | ockbar armbut is caught again
by the hand of the first man and continues to be hel d.

SECOND MAN
What are you doing? Let go
asshol e!

FI RST MAN

Go ahead, ma’am It’s alright,
nothing to get excited about.

SECOND VAN
CGet the fuck off me asshol e! Hey
everyone! Line up in an orderly
gue! One by one, seat by seat, row
by row

The first man keeps wavi ng curious wonmen and chil dren on.
CLOSEUP of the first man’s face wi ncing in pain.

The second man ki cks repeatedly at the back of the first
man’ s thigh and knees.

The first man turns around and grabs the second man by the
face and tries to head butt him

The second man dodges and slips free passed himbut --

The first man grabs his shirt collar and pulls himback and
punches his head, on the top, on the side, in the face, then
his torso, repeatedly and frenetically while the first man
clumsily tries to block and dodge.

The first man puts the second man in a CHOKEHCOLD
Passengers SCREAM i n shock of what’s happeni ng.

The nen’s feet SPLASH t hrough the now over shin deep water
as they struggle in the cabin.

The captain runs into the econo cabin and grabs the first
man’s armtrying to get himto rel ease the second, who's
fast losing his breath.

There’' s HYDRAULI C RESCUE TOOLS heard from outside the cabin
door.

The captain still attenpts to pry the first man off the
second man.



10.

In two qui ck novenents the first man drops the second man
into the water on the floor and throws with the force of a
bal e conpactor the captain

Her head hits a sharp netal corner on the refreshnents cart,
killing her, her body drops, splashing into the water on the
fl oor.

The body of the second man lies inert and lifeless in the
wat er .

Peopl e stand around shocked as --

The CABI N DOOR opens and RESCUE TEAM MEMBERS file into the
pl ane. They survey the scene.

RESCUE TEAM MEMBER
What the hell happened here?

The people stand around in a paralysis. No one ventures to
say a word.

CUT TGO

EXT. RIVER SIDE - DAY

A news teamis reporting on the incident. Footage is shown
of stone-faced peopl e being taken ashore on a | arge rubber
raft.

REPORTER (V. Q.)
In a cruel irony, a mracle |anding
on a river bed has ended in tragedy
when, after the plane had nmade its
unli kely safe | anding, an apparent
di spute between two nen broke out
on the plane. The dispute between
the nmen escal ated eventual ly
| eading to the deaths of one of the
men as well as the crew s captain.

The footage shows the FIRST MAN being | ed away by police in
cuffs.

REPORTER (V. O.) (CONT’ D)
At this time, survivors are
unwi I ling to give any nore
i nf or mati on.

END



